Disaster  Recovery 
'04  Blitz  Builds  set 

The  La.  Conference  Disaster 
Recovery  is  on  its  final  road  to  com¬ 
pletion  with  “Blitz  Build"  dates  set 
over  the  next  several  months. 

“We  need  church  members’  help 
to  reach  this  goal  by  the  end  of  May,” 
Director  Sarah  Schoeffier  said. 

Blitz  Build  dates  are  as  follows: 

Jan.  24,  Feb.  21,  Mar.  20,  Apr.  24, 

May  8. 

To  participate  or  get  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (866)  870-1449  or  e-mail 
larecovery@bellsouth.net. 

Volunteers  can  express 
'Willingness  to  Serve' 

Attention  volunteers! 

Please  consider  adding  your  name 
to  the  Willingness  to  Serve  database, 
accessible  through  the  Conference 
website.  By  adding  your  name  and 
contact  information,  churches  need¬ 
ing  a  volunteer  with  your  expertise 
can  easily  find  you  and  contact  you 
for  help  with  a  specific  project.  Visit 
www.la-umc.org. 
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Bishop's  Laity  Retreat  to  offer  perspective  on  'Well  Fed  Soul' 


“A  Wesleyan  Cook¬ 
book:  The  Look  of  a 
Well  Fed  Soul”  is  the 
theme  of  the  Bishop’s 
Laity  Retreat,  sched¬ 
uled  for  Feb.  27-28  at 
the  Conference  Center 
in  Woodworth. 

Rev.  Tom  Albin, 

Dean  of  the  Upper 
Room  Chapel,  will 
serve  as  keynote  speaker  for  the 


Albin 


event. 


Rev.  Albin  currently  serves  as  Team 
Leader  for  the  Program  Unit  of  The 
Upper  Room  Ministries  in  Nashville. 

The  retreat  will  begin  with  registra¬ 
tion  from  4-7  p.m.  at  the  Conference 
Center,  followed  by  supper.  The  evening 
progresses  with  music  and  presentations 
by  Albin. 

Saturday’s  agenda  begins  with  morn¬ 
ing  prayer,  and  includes  music,  addi¬ 
tional  presentations  by  Albin,  and 
shared  meals  at  breakfast  and  lunch. 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Conference  lay  lead¬ 
ership  will  provide  panel  discussion  with 
opportunities  for  questions. 

Following  the  Sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion,  retreat  participants  are 
sent  forth  “to  the  parish”  by  Bishop 
Hutchinson  at  4  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

In  lieu  of  a  registration  fee,  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  participants  come  prepared 

See  Laity  Retreat,  page  2 


Where  does  the  time  go? 


A  woman  and  her  child  wait  in  the  health  center  in  the 
Ama'ri  Refugee  Camp  in  Ramailah,  one  site  of  ongoing 
tensions  between  Israelis  and  Palestinians,  above.  2003 
saw  United  Methodists  taking  an  active  role  there  and  in 
other  crises  around  the  world,  such  as  that  of  refugees  in 
Liberia,  top  right.  Iraq  was  the  big  story:  United  Methodist 
Chaplain  Jerry  Sieg  baptizes  a  soldier  of  the  Third  Infantry 
Division  in  the  desert  during  the  recent  Iraq  war,  right. 

UMNS  photos. 
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2003  finds  United  Methodists  on  'front  lines' around  globe 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

(UMNS)  -  “Every  day  when  you 
wake  up,  you  know  at  some  point  dur¬ 
ing  that  day  your  life  might  be  on  the 
line.” 

Those  words  from  the  Rev.  Jay  West, 
a  United  Methodist  Army  chaplain 
serving  in  Iraq,  seem  to  sum  up  the 
fear  and  anxiety  much  of  the  church 
faced  and  still  faces  as  2003  draws  to  a 
close. 


The  war  in  Iraq  dominated  the 
news  throughout  last  year.  Iraqi  leader 
Saddam  Hussein’s  capture  Dec.  13 
brought  jubilation  from  around  the 
world;  however,  that  news  has  not 
meant  the  end  to  deaths  and  struggles 
for  the  troops  or  the  people  of  Iraq. 

Besides  the  war  in  Iraq,  United 
Methodists  were  on  the  front  lines  in 
Liberia,  the  Middle  East  and  other 
parts  of  the  world  and  in  the  battle  to 


end  the  continuing  devastation  of 
AIDS/HIV  in  Africa. 

On  a  lighter  note,  United 
Methodists  celebrated  the  300th  birth¬ 
day  of  Methodism’s  founder,  John 
Wesley;  rejoiced  in  the  100th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Korean  United  Methodists  in 
the  United  States;  and  won  a  religious 
freedom  of  expression  victory  that  cul 

See  Year  in  Review,  page  3 
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Geaux  Tigers!  Boomer  Sooner! 


Editor’s  Note:  Bishop  Hutchinson 
reflected  on  his  allegiances  to  both  LSU 
and  Oklahoma  prior  to  the  champi¬ 
onship  game. 

Now  the  dilemma  sets  in!  Tigers  or 
Sooners?  Which  will  it  be?  For  whom 
will  I  cheer?  Where  is  my  loyalty? 

What  colors  will  fly  from  my  home  as 
well  as  my  persona?  Purple  and  Gold 
or  Crimson  and  Cream?  It  is  a  dilem¬ 
ma! 

On  Saturday,  December  6 1  joined 
friends  for  a  viewing  of  two  champi¬ 
onship  games.  One  was  LSU  vs. 
Georgia.  The  other  was  Oklahoma  vs. 
Kansas  State.  Both  were  playing  for 
Conference  tides.  My  two  favorite 
teams  should  have  won.  One  did,  the 
other  didn’t.  But  with  the  BCS  rank¬ 
ings  they  ended  up  ranked  Number  1 
and  Number  2  in  the  country  and  are 
headed  for  the  Sugar  Bowl  to  play  for 
the  national  championship. 

I  spent  my  life  listening  to  OU  foot¬ 
ball  and  watching  them  on  television 
once  such  a  medium  came  to  my 
house.  Then  in  1959  I  entered 
Oklahoma  University  as  a  freshman 
and  spent  four  great  years  there  until  I 
graduated  in  1963.  Kay  and  I  met  on 
the  campus  and  she  graduated  from 
OU  as  well.  While  I  was  a  student  I 
was  present  for  every  football  game 
the  Big  Red  played.  I  marched  in  the 
OU  “Pride  of  Oklahoma”  band  for 
three  seasons.  I  have  played  “Boomer 
Sooner”  until  my  lips  were  sore.  And  I 
have  cheered  the  Sooners  on  to  victory 
and  suffered  with  them  in  defeat  ever 
since.  They  are  my  school  and  my 
team.  No  doubt  about  it.  No  apolo¬ 
gies  made. 

Then  in  2000  we  came  to  Baton 
Rouge.  We  were  introduced  to  Tiger 
football.  Kay  and  I  have  season  tickets 
and  we  are  there  every  time  they  play 
at  home  if  that  is  at  all  possible.  We 
thrill  to  the  sounds  of  the  “Golden 
Band  from  Tiger  Land”  when  they 
strike  up  “Tiger  Rag”  and  march  down 
the  field  in  one  of  the  truly  great  open¬ 
ing  routines  in  college  football.  And 
we  can  yell  “Geaux Tigers!”  with  the 
veterans. 

Now  the  match-up  has  happened. 
On  January  4,  2004  I’m  going  to  have 
to  make  a  choice. 

It  makes  me  think  of  the  early 
Christians  and  their  confusion  of  loyal¬ 
ties.  Don’t  you  remember  the  "I 
belong  to  Paul;  I  belong  to  Apollos;  I 
belong  to  Cephas;  I  belong  to  Christ” 
problem  in  Corinth?  I’ve  even  run 


into  some  of  that  in 
my  own  ministry 
and  so  have  many 
of  you.  It’s  really 
aggravating  and 
discouraging  when 
church  members 
tell  you  they  really 
are  loyal  to  the  for¬ 
mer  pastor  and  not 
to  you!  But  then, 
where  should  their 
loyalty  really  be? 

We  all  know  it  is 
above  and  beyond  human  personali¬ 
ties.  It’s  as  Paul  asks  the  Corinthians, 
“Is  Christ  divided?” 

As  we  enter  this  New  Year  I  pray  we 
all  will  find  grounding  in  Jesus  Christ 
for  our  loyalties.  We  don’t  belong  to 
anyone  else,  and  if  we  do,  we  need  to 
reexamine  our  stance.  We  don’t  belong 
ultimately  to  regions  of  our  state,  nor 
do  we  belong  ultimately  to  cultural 
backgrounds.  When  our  focus  is  on 
Him  and  no  one  and  nothing  else  but 
Him,  there  is  a  unity  that  passes 
understanding  and  that  defies  earthly 
powers.  It  is  that  unity  for  which  we 
seek  and  nothing  else. 

And  so,  Happy  New  Year  to  each 
and  every  one  of  you  and  may  our 
journey  in  2004  be  the  most  Christ- 
centered  yet.  On  January  4,  2004  I 
guess  I’ll  have  a  “leaning”  to  one  team 
or  the  other.  In  fact,  I  know  I  will.  But 
when  the  day  is  done  and  one  of  them 
stands  on  the  side  of  the  road  and 
cheers  as  the  victors  go  by,  I’ll  be  able 
to  say  both  “Boomer  Sooner!"  and 
“Geaux  Tigers”  because  there  are  just 
greater  things  for  which  to  be  con¬ 
cerned.  Another  year  and  another 
season  will  dawn  for  football  great¬ 
ness;  but  now  is  the  time  for  Jesus 
Cfirist! 

“What  then  is  Apollos?  What  is 
Paul?  Servants  through  whom  you 
believed,  as  the  Lord  assigned  to  each. 
I  planted,  Apollos  watered,  but  God 
gave  the  growth.  So  neither  he  who 
plants  nor  he  who  waters  is  anything, 
but  only  God  who  gives  the  growth. 

He  who  plants  and  he  who  waters  are 
equal,  and  each  shall  receive  his  wages 
according  to  his  labor.”  (I  Corinthians 
3:  5-8  RSV) 

In  Christ’s  love  and  strength, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Youth  Director 

Large  United  Methodist  Church  seeks  individual  to  work  with  youth, 
grade  levels  6-1 2,  on  an  average  30  hours  per  week.  Person  needs  to  be 
of  strong  character  and  faith  and  must  have  experience  working  with 
youth.  Salary  commensurate  with  education  and  experience.  Please 
send  resume  to;  Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  404  So. 
Huntington  St.,  Sulphur,  LA  70663. 


New  Year's  Reflection:  Starting  Over 


BY  DON  COTTRILL 
PROVOST 

When  I  was  a 
child  I  can  remem¬ 
ber  working  with 
play  dough.  It  was 
always  fun  to  see 
what  could  be  made 
in  a  few  short  min¬ 
utes  and  a  little  bit 
of  green  or  blue  or 
red  clay.  In  my  hands  was  a  tool  to 
make  anything  that  I  wished  -  per¬ 
haps  a  dog,  a  house,  or  a  mountain. 
Nothing  was  impossible.  My  imagi¬ 
nation  was  the  creator  and  the  clay 
was  the  created. 

If  I  decided  that  something  didn’t 
look  quite  right,  or  I  decided  to  make 
something  else  instead,  I  simply  had 
to  “start  over.”  There  was  no  crime  in 
starting  over,  and  certainly  the  clay 
didn’t  mind  at  all  what  it  became. 

But  when  the  clay  (play  dough)  got 
older  it  would  harden  so  that  it  was 
not  as  pliable  as  it  was  once.  If  I  chose 
to  remake  it,  the  old  clay  would  begin 
to  crumble  and  fall  apart  in  my  hands. 
What  had  been  flexible  was  now  rigid 
and  solid. 

“Starting  Over”  had  become  a  diffi¬ 
cult  job. 

It  is  easier  to  build  a  new  house 
than  it  is  to  remodel  an  older  one.  But 
we  are  not  always  given  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  building  something  new. 


We  may  instead  need  to  remold 
that  which  already  exists. 

But  marvelous  homes  can  come 
from  old  houses.  Imagination,  cre¬ 
ativity,  and  hard  work  can  make 
something  amazing  out  of  old  clay, 
wood  and  bricks.  Cut  a  new  opening 
here,  make  a  window  there,  add  a  sec¬ 
ond  floor,  remove  the  carpet  and  let 
the  wood  floor  shine  again.  That  old 
place  has  become  like  new.  It  is  better 
than  new,  for  it  carries  the  glory  and 
the  scars  of  the  past.  The  history  has 
been  given  new  life. 

The  Old  Testament  prophet  Ezekiel 
was  shown  a  valley  of  dry  bones  by 
God.  Chapter  37  of  the  Book  of 
Ezekiel  records  that  those  bones  were 
the  house  of  Israel.  As  Ezekiel  proph¬ 
esied  to  the  bones,  they  came  alive, 
added  flesh  and  muscle  to  the  dry 
bones,  and  began  to  move  around. 
With  God’s  breath  (Spirit)  the  house  of 
Israel  lived. 

This  New  Year  is  a  time  to  “Start 
Over.”  As  we  allow  God’s  Spirit  to 
breathe  on  us,  we  will  come  alive.  The 
old  bones  will  live  again. 

God  can  take  the  clay  and  remold 
it  into  something  new.  God  can  take 
the  old  house  and  give  it  a  new  life. 
May  it  be  so  for  you,  for  me,  and  for 
the  people  called  United  Methodist  in 
this  conference  in  2004.  All  we  need 
to  do  is  to  be  flexible,  and  put  our¬ 
selves  in  the  hand  of  God. 


Cottrill 


Laity  Retreat,  from  page  1 


to  make  a  $10  donation  to  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund. 

Persons  planning  to  lodge  at  the 
Conference  Center  on  Friday  can  stay  in 
a  single  room  for  $74,  a  double  room  for 
$58,  and  a  triple  room  or  more  for  $55 
per  person.  The  rate  includes  one  night’s 
lodging  and  three  meals. 

Some  attending  will  not  require  lodg¬ 
ing.  These  participants  should  purchase 
a  meal  plan  for  the  two-day  event.  The 


cost  of  $22  covers  all  three  meals;  meals 
cannot  be  broken  out,  even  if  a  partici¬ 
pant  has  to  miss  one. 

Brochures  for  the  event  are  in  the 
mail.  Please  check  with  council  chairs 
and  lay  leaders  for  a  registration  form. 

Registration  deadline  is  Feb.  20. 
Reservations  should  be  made  with  the 
Conference  Center  by  calling  (318)  449- 
4500,  or  by  writing  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center,  2350  Methodist 
Parkway,  Woodworth,  LA  71485. 
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minated  with  a  billboard  ad  in  Times 
Square. 

AIDS/HIV 

Bishop  Felton  Edwin  May  reminded 
the  church  that  Africa  is  suffering  under 
the  heavy  burdens  of  HIV/  AIDS,  poverty 
and  lack  of  education  and  urged  the 
Council  of  Bishops  “to  affirm  the  need  to 
constantly  lift  up  Africa  as  a  missional 
priority.” 

United  Methodist  leaders  praised 
Bush  and  Congress  for  enacting  legisla¬ 
tion  to  make  $15  billion  available  in  the 
next  five  years  to  fight  AIDS,  malaria  and 
tuberculosis  globally. 

“Although  this  isn’t  a  perfect  bill  and 
the  money  still  needs  to  be  appropriated, 
it  is  an  important  step  for  the  United 
States,”  said  Jim  Winkler,  who  heads  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  “Too  many  people  -  14,000  -  are 
dying  daily  (of  AIDS),  and  this  pandemic, 
the  worst  in  modern  history,  must  be 
stopped.” 


Tlirmoil  in  Liberia 

In  the  wake  of  a  devastating  civil  war, 
the  Liberia  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  help¬ 
ing  reconcile  former  enemies.  It  also  is 
refurnishing  and  reopening  schools  and 
clinics,  reconstructing  Ganta  United 
Methodist  Hospital,  and  repairing  build¬ 
ings  at  United  Methodist  University  in 
Monrovia. 

Liberia’s  churches  are  urging  U.S. 
Christians  to  provide  emergency  assis¬ 
tance  for  the  war-tom  west  African  coun¬ 
try,  where  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dis¬ 
placed  people  are  living  in  camps. 

Looking  for  peace 

Action  by  Churches  Together  contin¬ 
ued  to  push  the  Bush  administration’s 
“road  map  for  peace”  for  Palestinians. 
The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  an  active  member  of  ACT,  an 
international  alliance  of  churches  and 
church- related  agencies  responding  to 
emergencies.  Much  of  ACT’s  work  focus¬ 


es  on  helping  people  survive  during  a 
time  of  tension  and  violence  between 
Israelis  and  Palestinians. 

Wesley’s  300th  birthday 
Many  annual  conferences  held  spe¬ 
cial  programs  marking  the  300th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  John  Wesley, 
the  founder  of  Methodism.  Around  the 
connection,  United  Methodists  celebrat¬ 
ed  the  milestone  with  seminars, 
Wesleyan  hymn  singing  and  worship 
services,  and  other  events.  An  interna¬ 
tional  conference  on  “John  Wesley:  Life, 
Legend  and  Legacy”  was  held  at  the 
University  of  Manchester,  and  a 
Methodist  Festival  attracted  hundreds  of 
people  from  around  Europe  to  Potsdam, 
Germany,  July  30-Aug.  3. 

Korean  centennial 
Members  of  the  Inchon  Nairi 
Methodist  Church  in  Korea  “brought  the 
light”  to  Hawaii  to  celebrate  100  years  of 
mission  and  ministry  started  by  the  first 
50  Korean  immigrants,  April  24-27. 


During  the  four-day  celebration, 
“Remember  the  Past,  Celebrate  the 
Present,  Envision  the  Future,”  speakers 
highlighted  the  first  Korean  immigrants 
who  came  to  America  seeking  a  better 
life.  However,  once  the  immigrants 
arrived  in  America,  they  were  introduced 
to  new  hardships,  laboring  in  sugar  cane 
plantations  10  hours  a  day  for  the  mea¬ 
ger  wage  of  69  cents  a  day. 

Times  Square  billboard 

People  moving  through  New  York’s 
Times  Square  during  the  Thanksgiving 
season  were  greeted  by  the  church’s  mes¬ 
sage  of  welcome  and  reconciliation  on 
Reuters’  electronic  billboard. 

The  sign  represented  a  victory  for  reli¬ 
gious  advertising  after  Reuters  first 
rejected  then  reconsidered  running  the 
ad.  The  international  media  giant  will 
now  allow  faith-based  advertising  as  long 
as  the  commercial  includes  a  prominent¬ 
ly  placed  disclaimer  showing  that  it  is 
"paid  advertising.” 
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Please  note  these  lines  are  only  approximate 
For  a  detailed  listing  of  the  new  districts  and 
their  churches,  please  see  pages  4-5. 
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January  16, 2004 


Proposed  Seven  New  Districts  Outlined 


CHURCH  .  FORMER  DISTRICT 

ACADIANA  DISTRICT 


ASBURY 

ACADIANA 

ABBEVILLE  UMC 

ACADIANA 

BALDWIN  TRINITY 

ACADIANA 

BAYOU  BLUE 

ACADIANA 

BERWICK  FIRST 

ACADIANA 

BRIGGS 

ACADIANA 

CLANTON  CHAPEL 

ACADIANA 

COVENANT 

ACADIANA 

FAITH  COMMUNITY 

ACADIANA 

FITZGERALD 

ACADIANA 

FRANKLIN  ASBURY 

ACADIANA 

FRANKLIN  FIRST 

ACADIANA 

GREEN  CHAPEL 

ACADIANA 

HOUMA  FIRST 

ACADIANA 

IMMANUEL 

ACADIANA 

JEANERETTE,  ST  PAUL 

ACADIANA 

KROTZ  SPRINGS 

ACADIANA 

LAFAYETTE  FIRST 

ACADIANA 

LOTTIE,  WILSON  MEMORIAL  ACADIANA 

LOUISIANA  MEMORIAL 

ACADIANA 

LYDIA 

ACADIANA 

MALLALIEU 

ACADIANA 

MASON 

ACADIANA 

MATHEWS,  MEMORIAL 

ACADIANA 

MCGOWEN 

ACADIANA 

MELVILLE 

ACADIANA 

MELVILLE  ST  JAMES 

ACADIANA 

MT  VERNON 

ACADIANA 

MT  ZION  JEANERETTE 

ACADIANA 

MT  ZION  NEW  IBERIA 

ACADIANA 

NAPOLEONVILLE,  WESLEY 

ACADIANA 

NEW  IBERIA  FIRST 

ACADIANA 

NEW  ROADS  FIRST 

ACADIANA 

NEW  ROADS  ST  PAUL 

ACADIANA 

NORTHWOOD 

ACADIANA 

PALMETTO 

ACADIANA 

PATTERSON 

ACADIANA 

PECAN  ISLAND 

ACADIANA 

PHARR  CHAPEL 

ACADIANA 

PORTBARRE 

ACADIANA 

ROSEDALE 

ACADIANA 

SCOTT  CHAPEL 

ACADIANA 

ST  JAMES,  NEW  IBERIA 

ACADIANA 

ST  MARK 

ACADIANA 

ST  PETER 

ACADIANA 

THIBODAUX  CALVARY 

ACADIANA 

THIBODAUX  FIRST 

ACADIANA 

THIBODAUX  MAGNOLIA 

ACADIANA 

VACHERIE 

ACADIANA 

WALMSLEY 

ACADIANA 

WAXIA  ST  PAUL 

ACADIANA 

WESLEY,  HOUMA 

ACADIANA 

WILEY 

ACADIANA 

WOODLAWN 

ACADIANA 

BELLE  ROSE  ST.  JAMES 

BATON  ROUGE 

DONALDSONVILLE  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

DONALDSONVILLE,  ST.  PETER 

BATON  ROUGE 

GRAND  RIVER 

BATON  ROUGE 

HARTZELL 

BATON  ROUGE 

HURST  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

LUTCHER,  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

MARINGOUIN,  SHILOH 

BATON  ROUGE 

MARINGOUIN,  ST.  PETER 

BATON  ROUGE 

PLAQUEMINE  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

ST.  LUKE 

BATON  ROUGE 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

ALEXANDRIA  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA  ST.  MARKS 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALEXANDRIA,  TRINITY 

ALEXANDRIA 

ASBURY 

ALEXANDRIA 

ATLANTA 

ALEXANDRIA 

BALL 

ALEXANDRIA 

BAYOU  CHICOT 

ALEXANDRIA 

BELAH 

ALEXANDRIA 

BETHEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

BEULAH 

ALEXANDRIA 

BOONEVILLE  WESLEY 

ALEXANDRIA 

BOYCE  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

BUNKIE  TRINITY 

ALEXANDRIA 

CAMPTI  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

CAMPTI  ST.  PAUL 

ALEXANDRIA 

CHENEYVILLE 

ALEXANDRIA 

CHENEYVILLE  ST.  PAUL 

ALEXANDRIA 

CLARENCE,  MT.  ZION 

ALEXANDRIA 

COLFAX 

ALEXANDRIA 

COLLEGE  AVENUE 

ALEXANDRIA 

ST.  PAUL 

BATON  ROUGE 

COULEY 

ALEXANDRIA 

ST.  PAUL 

BATON  ROUGE 

DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL 

ALEXANDRIA 

ST.  PETER 

BATON  ROUGE 

EDEN 

ALEXANDRIA 

TUNICA 

BATON  ROUGE 

EFFIE,  OAK  GROVE 

ALEXANDRIA 

UNIVERSITY 

BATON  ROUGE 

EMMANUEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

WESLEY 

BATON  ROUGE 

EVERGREEN 

ALEXANDRIA 

WESLEY 

BATON  ROUGE 

FELLOWSHIP 

ALEXANDRIA 

ZACHARY  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

GLENMORA 

ALEXANDRIA 

AMITE 

NORTH  SHORE 

HORSESHOE  DRIVE 

ALEXANDRIA 

CENTER 

NORTH  SHORE 

JENA,  NOLLEY  MEMORIAL 

ALEXANDRIA 

COOPER'S  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

JONESVILLE 

ALEXANDRIA 

CORBIN 

NORTH  SHORE 

LAHEY  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

DARLINGTON 

NORTH  SHORE 

LECOMPTE 

ALEXANDRIA 

DAYS 

NORTH  SHORE 

LIBERTY  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

DENHAM  SPRINGS,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

MARKSVILLE 

ALEXANDRIA 

FRIENDSHIP 

NORTH  SHORE 

MELDER,  ST.  MARKS 

ALEXANDRIA 

GREENSBURG 

NORTH  SHORE 

MONTGOMERY 

ALEXANDRIA 

HAMMOND,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

MONTGOMERY,  MT.  ZION 

ALEXANDRIA 

HUFF  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

NATCHITOCHES,  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

INDEPENDENCE 

NORTH  SHORE 

NATCHITOCHES,  OAK  GROVE  ALEXANDRIA 

JAMES  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

NEWMAN 

ALEXANDRIA 

KENTWOOD 

NORTH  SHORE 

OLLA 

ALEXANDRIA 

KENTWOOD,  MT.  HERMON 

NORTH  SHORE 

PALESTINE 

ALEXANDRIA 

LEE’S  LANDING 

NORTH  SHORE 

PINEVILLE  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

LIVINGSTON 

NORTH  SHORE 

PINEVILLE,  WESLEY 

ALEXANDRIA 

LORANGER 

NORTH  SHORE 

PLEASANT  GROVE 

ALEXANDRIA 

MANGUM  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

POLLOCK 

ALEXANDRIA 

MAUREPAS 

NORTH  SHORE 

PROVENCAL 

ALEXANDRIA 

MONTPEUER 

NORTH  SHORE 

SANDERS  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

NESOM  MEMORIAL 

NORTH  SHORE 

SIEPER 

ALEXANDRIA 

PINE  GROVE 

NORTH  SHORE 

SIMMESPORT 

ALEXANDRIA 

PINE  RIDGE 

NORTH  SHORE 

ST.  MAURICE 

ALEXANDRIA 

PONCHATOULA,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

STRANGE 

ALEXANDRIA 

ROBERTS 

NORTH  SHORE 

TROUT,  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL 

ALEXANDRIA 

SPRINGFIELD,  FIRST 

NORTH  SHORE 

UNION  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

SPRINGFIELD,  ST.  JAMES 

NORTH  SHORE 

URANIA 

ALEXANDRIA 

ST.  LUKE 

NORTH  SHORE 

WEAVER 

ALEXANDRIA 

TANGIPAHOA 

NORTH  SHORE 

WHITE’S  CHAPEL 

ALEXANDRIA 

WALKER 

NORTH  SHORE 

WILTON 

ALEXANDRIA 

WATSON,  LIVE  OAK 

NORTH  SHORE 

WINNFIELD  FIRST 

ALEXANDRIA 

WESLEY  CHAPEL 

NORTH  SHORE 

CLAYTON 

MONROE 

WESLEY  CHAPEL,  GREENSBURG 

FERRIDAY 

MONROE 

NORTH  SHORE 

HARRISONBURG 

MONROE 

VIDALIA 

MONROE 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

MANY 

SHREVEPORT 

BASILE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

BRANCH 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CAMERON  WAKEFIELD 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CHURCH  POINT 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ANDREWS  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

CROWLEY  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ASBURY 

BATON  ROUGE 

CROWLEY  WESLEY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BAKER  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

DEQUINCY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BATON  ROUGE  FIRST 

BATON  ROUGE 

DERIDDER  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BEECH  GROVE 

BATON  ROUGE 

DERIDDER  WESLEY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BETHEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

EBENEZER 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BLACKWATER 

BATON  ROUGE 

ELIZABETH 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BLUFF  CREEK 

BATON  ROUGE 

ELTON 

LAKE  CHARLES 

BROADMOOR 

BATON  ROUGE 

EUNICE  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL 

BATON  ROUGE 

FAIRVIEW 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CARPENTERS  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

FLORIEN  PROSPECT 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CLEAR  CREEK 

BATON  ROUGE 

GRAND  CHENIER 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CUNTON 

BATON  ROUGE 

GUEYDAN 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CONCORD 

BATON  ROUGE 

HACKBERRY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CONVENT  ST.  JAMES 

BATON  ROUGE 

HASKIN  CHAPEL 

LAKE  CHARLES 

DEERFORD 

BATON  ROUGE 

HAYES 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ETHEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

HOLLY  GROVE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

FAITHFUL 

BATON  ROUGE 

HOPEWELL 

LAKE  CHARLES 

FRANCIS  ASBURY 

BATON  ROUGE 

HORNBECK 

LAKE  CHARLES 

GONZALES 

BATON  ROUGE 

IOTA 

LAKE  CHARLES 

HUGHES  MEMORIAL 

BATON  ROUGE 

IOWA  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

INGLESIDE 

BATON  ROUGE 

JENNINGS 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JACKSON 

BATON  ROUGE 

KAPLAN 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JACKSON  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

KINDER 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JEFFERSON  BR 

BATON  ROUGE 

LAKE  ARTHUR 

LAKE  CHARLES 

JORDAN 

BATON  ROUGE 

LAKE  CHARLES  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

LEJEUNE 

BATON  ROUGE 

LAKE  CHARLES  UNIVERSITY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MAGNOLIA 

BATON  ROUGE 

LEESVILLE  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MEADOWS  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

LEESVILLE  MT.  ZION 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MOSES  CHAPEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

MACEDONIA 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MT.  CARMEL 

BATON  ROUGE 

MALLALIEU 

LAKE  CHARLES 

MT.  ZION 

BATON  ROUGE 

MERRYVILLE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

NEELY 

BATON  ROUGE 

MOSS  BLUFF 

LAKE  CHARLES 

NEW  HOPE 

BATON  ROUGE 

OAK  PARK 

LAKE  CHARLES 

NEW  RIVER 

BATON  ROUGE 

OAKDALE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

SCOTT 

BATON  ROUGE 

OBERLIN 

LAKE  CHARLES 

SLAUGHTER 

BATON  ROUGE 

PINE  GROVE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  ANDREWS 

BATON  ROUGE 

PINE  PRAIRIE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  FRANCISVILLE 

BATON  ROUGE 

RAYMOND 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  JOHNS 

BATON  ROUGE 

ROANOKE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  LANDRY 

BATON  ROUGE 

SQUYRES 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  LUKES 

BATON  ROUGE 

ST.  LUKE-SIMPSON 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ST.  MARK 

BATON  ROUGE 
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SULPHUR  HENNING  MEMORIAL 

LAKE  CHARLES 

SULPHUR  MAPLEWOOD 

LAKE  CHARLES 

SULPHUR  WESLEY 

LAKE  CHARLES 

SWEETLAKE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

VINTON,  WELSH  MEM 

LAKE  CHARLES 

WARREN 

LAKE  CHARLES 

WELSH  FIRST 

LAKE  CHARLES 

WELSH  JONES 

LAKE  CHARLES 

WESTLAKE 

LAKE  CHARLES 

CENTENARY RAYNE 

ACADIANA 

INDIAN  BAYOU 

ACADIANA 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

BARTHOLOMEW 

MONROE 

BASKIN 

MONROE 

BASTROP  FIRST 

MONROE 

BASTROP  MEMORIAL 

MONROE 

BEEKMAN 

MONROE 

BOEUF  PRAIRIE 

MONROE 

CLAIBORNE 

MONROE 

COLLINSTON 

MONROE 

COLUMBIA 

MONROE 

CREW  LAKE 

MONROE 

CROWVILLE 

MONROE 

DELHI 

MONROE 

EPPS 

MONROE 

GILBERT 

MONROE 

GRAYSON 

MONROE 

HEBERT 

MONROE 

HOLLY  RIDGE 

MONROE 

HOPE 

MONROE 

KILBOURNE 

MONROE 

LAKE  PROVIDENCE 

MONROE 

LAWSON  CHAPEL 

MONROE 

LEA  JOYNER  MEMORIAL 

MONROE 

LITTLE  CREEK 

MONROE 

LOCUST  GROVE 

MONROE 

MANGHAM 

MONROE 

MCGUIRE 

MONROE 

MEMORIAL,  MONROE 

MONROE 

MER  ROUGE 

MONROE 

MONROE,  FIRST 

MONROE 

MT.  NEBO 

MONROE 

MT.  OLIVE 

MONROE 

MT.  SINAI 

MONROE 

NEWELLTON  UNION 

MONROE 

OAK  GROVE 

MONROE 

OAK  RIDGE 

MONROE 

PIONEER 

MONROE 

RAYVILLE 

MONROE 

REVEILLE 

MONROE 

SICILY  ISLAND 

MONROE 

ST.  ANDREWS  (MN) 

MONROE 

ST.  JAMES 

MONROE 

ST.  JOSEPH 

MONROE 

ST.  MARK'S 

MONROE 

ST.  PAUL 

MONROE 

ST.  PAUL’S 

MONROE 

ST.  PETER 

MONROE 

TALLULAH 

MONROE 

UNION 

MONROE 

WASHINGTON  CHAPEL 

MONROE 

WEST  MONROE  ASBURY 

MONROE 

WEST  MONROE  FAITH 

MONROE 

WEST  MONROE,  FIRST 

MONROE 

WILHITE 

MONROE 

WINNSBORO 

MONROE 

WISNER 

MONROE 

WOODLAWN 

MONROE 

ANSLEY 

RUSTON 

ANTIOCH  EROS 

RUSTON 

ANTIOCH  SIMSBORO 

RUSTON 

BEECH  GROVE 

RUSTON 

BERNICE 

RUSTON 

BETHEL 

RUSTON 

BEULAH 

RUSTON 

BIRDS  CHAPEL 

RUSTON 

CENTERPOINT 

RUSTON 

CHATHAM 

RUSTON 

CHOUDRANT 

RUSTON 

CLAY 

RUSTON 

CONCORD 

RUSTON 

DODSON 

RUSTON 

DOUGLAS 

RUSTON 

DOWNSVILLE 

RUSTON 

DUBACH 

RUSTON 

EROS 

RUSTON 

FARMERVILLE 

RUSTON 

HARMONY  CHAPEL 

RUSTON 

HODGE 

RUSTON 

INDIAN  VILLAGE 

RUSTON 

JONESBORO 

RUSTON 

LISBON 

RUSTON 

MARION 

RUSTON 

MEMORIAL 

RUSTON 

MOUNT  ZION  RUSTON 

NEW  HOPE  RUSTON 

QUITMAN  RUSTON 

RUSTON  GRACE  RUSTON 

RUSTON  TRINITY  RUSTON 

RUSTON  WESLEY  CHAPEL  RUSTON 
SALEM  RUSTON 

SUMMERFIELD  RUSTON 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 


ALGIERS 

ASBURY 

AURORA 

BELLE  CHASSE 

BETHANY 

BOYNTON 

BROOKS 

BURAS  TRINITY 

CARROLLTON 


NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 
NEW  ORLEANS 


CHALMETTE  COVENANT  NEW  ORLEANS 

CORNERSTONE  NEW  ORLEANS 

DESTREHAN  ST  CHARLES  NEW  ORLEAN  S 

EL  MESIAS  NEW  ORLEANS 

FELICITY  NEW  ORLEANS 

FIRST  STREET  NEW  ORLEANS 

GOLDEN  MEADOW  NEW  ORLEANS 

GRACE  NEW  ORLEANS 

GRAND  ISLE  NEW  ORLEANS 

GRETNA  NEW  ORLEANS 

HAHNVILLE  ST  JAMES  NEW  ORLEANS 

HARTZELL  NEW  ORLEANS 

HAVEN  (MERGED  HAVEN  TRINITY) 

NEW  ORLEANS 
HOPE  CHAPEL  NEW  ORLEANS 

JEFFERSON  NO  NEW  ORLEANS 

JOHN  WESLEY  NEW  ORLEANS 

KENNER  FIRST  NEW  ORLEANS 

KOREAN  NEW  ORLEANS 

LAHARPE  NEW  ORLEANS 

Lake  VISTA  NEW  ORLEANS 

LAPLACE  FIRST  NEW  ORLEANS 

LULING  NEW  ORLEANS 

MESSIAH  NEW  ORLEANS 

METAIRIE  NEW  ORLEANS 

MOUNT  ZION  NEW  ORLEANS 

MUNHOLLAND  NEW  ORLEANS 

NAPOLEON  AVENUE  NEW  ORLEANS 

NEW  ORLEANS  FIRST  NEW  ORLEANS 

NINDE  CHAPEL  NEW  ORLEANS 

PARKER  MEMORIAL  NEW  ORLEANS 

PECK  NEW  ORLEANS 

PEOPLES  NEW  ORLEANS 

PHILIPS  MEMORIAL  NEW  ORLEANS 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  NEW  ORLEANS 

ROSS  NEW  ORLEANS 

SHAW  TEMPLE  NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  LUKES  NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  MARKS  NEW  ORLEAN  S 

ST  MATTHEW  NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  MATTHEWS  NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  PAULS  NEW  ORLEANS 

ST  PHILIP  NEW  ORLEANS 

THOMAS  NEW  ORLEANS 

THOMPSON  NEW  ORLEANS 

TRINITY  OF  GENTILLY  NEW  ORLEANS 

WESLEY  NO  NEW  ORLEANS 

Will. I  AMS  NEW  ORLEANS 

ALDERSGATE  NORTH  SHORE 

ANGIE,  LIVE  OAK  NORTH  SHORE 

BOGALUSAESM  NORTH  SHORE 

BUSH  NORTH  SHORE 

CENTENARY  NORTH  SHORE 

CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT  NORTH  SHORE 
COVINGTON,  FIRST  NORTH  SHORE 

FISHER  NORTH  SHORE 

FITZGERALD  NORTH  SHORE 

HARRY'S  CHAPEL  NORTH  SHORE 

HARTZELL  MT.  ZION  NORTH  SHORE 

HAYES  CHAPEL  NORTH  SHORE 

LACOMBE  NORTH  SHORE 

MARY'S  CHAPEL  NORTH  SHORE 

NEWELL  NORTH  SHORE 

NORTH  CROSS  NORTH  SHORE 

PEARL  RIVER  NORTH  SHORE 

SLIDELL,  FIRST  NORTH  SHORE 

ST.  TIMOTHY  ON  N.S.  NORTH  SHORE 

SUN  NORTH  SHORE 

THIRK1ELD  NORTH  SHORE 

VARNADO  NORTH  SHORE 

WALDHEIM  NORTH  SHORE 

WESLEY  RAY  NORTH  SHORE 

WINAN  NORTH  SHORE 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

ASBURY  SHREVEPORT  SHREVEPORT 

BARKSDALE  SHREVEPORT 

BAYOU  SCIE  SHREVEPORT 

BELCHER  SHREVEPORT 

BENTON  SHREVEPORT 

BETHANY  SHREVEPORT  SHREVEPORT 
BETHEL  SHREVEPORT  SHREVEPORT 

BLANCHARD  SHREVEPORT 

BONCHEST  SHREVEPORT 

BOSSIER  FIRST  SHREVEPORT 

BROADMOOR  SHREVEPORT  SHREVEPORT 
CADDO  HEIGHTS  SHREVEPORT 

CHRIST  SHREVEPORT 

COUSHATTA  SHREVEPORT 

CROSS  ROADS  SHREVEPORT 

ELLERBEROAD  SHREVEPORT 

FAIRFIELD  SHREVEPORT 

FAIRVIEW  SHREVEPORT 

Faith  SHREVEPORT 

FELLOWSHIP  SHREVEPORT 

GILLIAM  SHREVEPORT 

GRACE  COMMUNITY  SHREVEPORT 

GRAND  CANE  SHREVEPORT 

GREENWOOD  SHREVEPORT 

HALL  SUMMIT  SHREVEPORT 

HAUGHTON  SHREVEPORT 

HOSSTON  SHREVEPORT 

IDA  SHREVEPORT 

JEWELLA  SHREVEPORT 

KEATCHIE  SHREVEPORT 

KEITHVILLE  SHREVEPORT 

LAKEVIEW  SHREVEPORT 

LOGANSPORT  SHREVEPORT 

LONGSTREET  SHREVEPORT 

LOVE  CHAPEL  SHREVEPORT 

MANGUM  SHREVEPORT 

MANSFIELD  FIRST  SHREVEPORT 

MCDONALD  SHREVEPORT 

MOORINGSPORT  SHREVEPORT 

MORNINGSIDE  SHREVEPORT 

MT  ZION  LOGANSPORT  SHREVEPORT 
NEW  CREATION  SHREVEPORT 

NEWUGHT  SHREVEPORT 

NOEL  SHREVEPORT 

NORTH  HIGHLANDS  SHREVEPORT 

OIL  CITY  SHREVEPORT 

PELICAN  SHREVEPORT 

PLAIN  DEALING  SHREVEPORT 

PLEASANT  HILL  SHREVEPORT 

PLEASANT  VALLEY  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

ROSA  SHREVEPORT 

ROUND  GROVE  SHREVEPORT 

SHADY  GROVE  SHREVEPORT 

SHILOH  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT  FIRST  SHREVEPORT 

ST  JAMES  SHREVEPORT 

ST  LUKES  SHREVEPORT  SHREVEPORT 
ST  MATTHEW  SHREVEPORT 

ST  PAUL  SHREVEPORT 

SUMMER  GROVE  SHREVEPORT 

VIVIAN  SHREVEPORT 

WALKER'S  CHAPEL  SHREVEPORT 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  SHREVEPORT 

SHREVEPORT 

WESLEY  MANSFIELD  SHREVEPORT 

ZWOLLE  SHREVEPORT 

ARCADIA  RUSTON 

ARIZONA  RUSTON 

ATHENS  RUSTON 

BIENVILLE  RUSTON 

BRUSHWOOD  RUSTON 

CASTOR  RUSTON 

COLQUITT  RUSTON 

COTTON  VALLEY  RUSTON 

DOYUNE  RUSTON 

EVERGREEN  RUSTON 

G1BSLAND  RUSTON 

HAYNESVILLE  RUSTON 

HEFUN  RUSTON 

HOMER  RUSTON 

HOMER  WESLEY  CHAPEL  RUSTON 
MINDEN  FIRST  RUSTON 

MINDEN  LAKEVIEW  RUSTON 

MT.  MARIAH  RUSTON 

OAK  GROVE  RUSTON 

PILGRIM  REST  RUSTON 

PINE  GROVE  RUSTON 

PLEASANT  VALLEY  RUSTON 

RINGGOLD  RUSTON 

SHONGALOO  RUSTON 

SIBLEY  RUSTON 

SPRINGHILL  RUSTON 

WHITEHALL  RUSTON 
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Acolytes  for  the  8:30  a.m.  service  at  Pharr  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Morgan  City,  Mary  Margaret  and  Carolyn  Sanford,  are  pictured  along  with 
Pastor  Rebecca  Conner,  Mechelle  Bandemer  and  Gina  Sanford,  top.  Those  serv¬ 
ing  the  1 1  a.m.  service  are:  (back  row)  Chelsea  Adams,  Rachel  Adams,  Pastor 
Rebecca  Conner,  Mechelle  Bandemer;  (middle)  Katy  Champine,  Wesley 
Bandemer,  Davin  Felton;  (front  row)  Cody  Mitchell,  Amanda  Bandemer,  Taylor 
Blanco,  Darby  Isham,  Kristin  Champine,  Kerry  Mitchell. 


Pharr  Chapel  youth 


Praise  the  Lord,  seventeen 
acolytes  have  been  trained  and  are 
ready  to  serve  at  Pharr  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Morgan 
City! 

Congratulations  to  the  following 
youth  for  deciding  to  serve  the  Lord 
as  acolytes  of  Pharr  Chapel:  Chelsea 
Adams,  Rachel  Adams,  Amanda 
Bandemer,  Wesley  Bandemer,  Joan 
Bennet,  Taylor  Blanco,  Katy 
Champine,  Kristin  Champine,  Davin 
Felton,  Joshua  Gros,  Darby  Isham, 
Cody  Mitchell,  Kerry  Mitchell,  Nick 
Romero,  Zach  Romero,  Carolyn 
Sanford,  and  Mary  Margaret 
Sanford. 

Serving  as  an  acolyte  is  a  tradition 
in  the  church  that  dates  back  to  251 
A.D.  The  word  acolyte  is  Greek  in 
origin  and  means  companion,  atten¬ 
dant,  or  helper. 

It  is  a  very  important  job  because 
the  light  serves  as  a  reminder  that 


let  their  light  shine 

God  is  with  us  always  and  every¬ 
where. 

Mechelle  Bandemer  will  coordi¬ 
nate  the  rotation  schedule  for  the 
Sundays  for  the  acolytes  to  serve, 
quarterly  meetings  for  learning  more 
about  their  faith,  and  having  some 
fun  events.  Elaine  Askew  and 
Barbara  Aucoin  have  also  been 
involved  in  planning  and  supporting 
the  acolyte  program.  Additionally, 
thanks  to  Wiley  Hilton  for  sharing 
his  wonderful  talent  of  craftsman¬ 
ship.  He  generously  made  four  beau¬ 
tiful  crosses  from  walnut  wood  for 
the  acolytes  to  wear  when  they 
serve. 

Parents  are  deeply  appreciated  for 
their  support  in  making  this  ministry 
so  successful. 

The  church  is  so  grateful  for  the 
youth  who  are  willing  to  serve  God 
and  their  church  in  this  important 
way. 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  over  the  Christmas  season 
gathered  more  than  2000  pairs  of  socks,  underwear  and  pajamas  for  impover¬ 
ished  inner  city  children. 


Bethany  UMC  helps  'sock'  it  to  poverty 


It  was  another  rewarding  and 
unique  ministry  of  the  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  that 
brought  joy,  excitement  and  warmth 
to  many  underprivileged  children  in 
New  Orleans  this  Christmas.  The 
membership  of  Bethany  UMC  and 
its  pastor,  Rev.  Hadley  R.  Edwards, 
envisioned  a  ministry  in  the  New 
Orleans  community  that  would 
reach  out  to  inner  city  children 
bringing  the  needed  love  and  fervor 
during  the  Holiday  Season. 

Bethany  Church  successfully 
gathered  more  than  2000  items  of 
socks,  underwear,  and  pajamas  to  be 
given  to  poor  children  in  the  inner 
city  of  New  Orleans.  In  the  Fall, 
Reverend  Edwards  presented  this 
idea  to  his  church’s  planning  com¬ 
mittee,  that  became  tremendously 
excited,  about  the  mission  project 
and  they  set  out  to  make  this  a 
Christmas  of  warmth  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  hundreds  of  children. 

The  volunteer  team  leaders 
where  busy  for  weeks  passing  out 
fliers,  decorating  brown  paper  bags, 
making  telephone  calls  to  Bethany 
members,  collecting  donations  and 
"shopping  ‘til  they  dropped”.  Every 
ministry  group  was  invited  and 
encouraged  to  participate.  The 
Senior  Citizens  Ministry  assisted  the 
effort  by  decorating  the  brown  paper 
bags  into  very  unique  artistic  gift 
bags. 

All  of  this  was  done  to  reach  out 
in  a  unique  way  to  provide  for  chil¬ 
dren.  Edwards  recalled  his  own 
childhood  and  how  special  a  new 
pair  of  socks  or  pajamas  made  him 


feel  for  Christmas.  Many  agencies, 
groups,  etc  remember  the  toys  at 
Christmas,  but  we  must  also 
remember  some  of  the  vital  needs  of 
children. 

Edwards  reminded  the  Bethany 
congregation:  “We  teach  children  to 
say  their  prayers  at  night  which  is 
very  vital  for  survival  both  day  and 
night.  But  have  we  offered  the 
warmth  of  a  pair  of  pajamas  that  can 
warm  a  child’s  body  in  a  cold  room 
threatened  by  substandard  accom¬ 
modations.  Have  we  given  a  pair  of 
socks  to  protect  little  feet  that  walk 
or  roam  our  city  street,  or  clean 
under  garments  to  protect  their  little 
bodies  from  the  coldness  of  these 
cruel  streets? 

It  was  a  special  Sunday  at 
Bethany  Church  to  see  the  member¬ 
ship  carry  in  their  newly  purchased 
items,  which  filled  two  front  pews 
across  Bethany’s  Sanctuary.  The 
items  were  brought  forth  for  both 
worship  celebrations  by  the  congre¬ 
gation  which  symbolized  to  the  to 
the  world  that  Bethany  has  reserved 
a  special  place  and  a  prominent  seat 
for  children  in  its  ministry  outreach. 
Because  the  Christ  Child  was  born 
into  a  world  that  had  no  room  for 
him  except  for  a  manger  filled  with 
hay  and  swaddling  cloths. 

Pastor  Edwards  prayed  and 
blessed  the  gifts  and  they  were  sent 
forth  to  brighten  and  bring  the  zeal, 
love,  and  joy  of  the  Christmas 
Season  in  New  Orleans.  "That’s  the 
way  things  are  done  down  here. .  .at 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans.” 


Mississippi  Conference 

JACKSON,  Miss.  (UMNS)  —  Nearly 
500  Russian  children  will  have  a  special 
Christmas  thanks  to  Mississippi  United 
Methodists. 

About  20  people  from  Mississippi  will 
travel  to  Russia  in  late  December,  in 
time  for  the  Russian  Orthodox 


donates  coats  to  Russia 

Christmas  season,  to  deliver  coats  to  the 
children,  who  live  in  five  orphanages  in 
the  Penza  region  of  Russia. 

The  project  is  a  cooperative  venture 
between  church  members  in  the 
Senatobia,  New  Albany  and  Tupelo  dis¬ 
tricts. 
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Africa  University  officials  and  guests  break  ground  for  the  $1 .8  million  Institute 
of  Peace,  Leadership  and  Governance  building.Those  attending  included  Bishop 
Nkulu  Ntanda  Ntambo  (center,  white  suit),  the  university's  new  chancellor,  and 
Joseph  Sullivan  (on  Ntambo's  right),  U.S.  ambassador  to  Zimbabwe. The  institute 
in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  will  focus  on  helping  African  nations  build  a  sustainable 
culture  of  peace,  improved  management,  security  and  development,  a  umns  photo. 

Africa  University  establishes  peace  institute 


Zimbabwe’s  economic  problems 
have  not  eroded  the  confidence  that 
United  Methodist  and  U.S.  officials 
have  in  Africa  University’s  ability  to 
move  the  continent  toward  peace. 

The  university  recently  broke 
ground  for  a  $1.8  million  building  to 
house  its  Institute  of  Peace, 

Leadership  and  Governance.  The 
institute,  at  the  school’s  campus  in 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  will  focus  on 
helping  African  nations  build  a  sus¬ 
tainable  culture  of  peace,  improved 
management  systems,  security  and 
socio-economic  development. 

Construction  funds  for  the  three- 
story  building  were  donated  by  the 
United  States  Agency  for 
International  Development  (USAID), 
a  longtime  supporter  of  the  universi¬ 
ty.  Since  the  university  was  formally 
established  in  1992,  the  agency’s 
Schools  and  Hospitals  Abroad 
Program  has  contributed  $8.3  million 
for  development  and  expansion  at 
the  university.  This  has  included 
building  and  equipping  the  library, 
the  faculty  of  agriculture  and  natural 
resources,  and  the  faculty  of  health 
sciences. 

The  Institute  of  Peace,  Leadership 
and  Governance  building  will  have 
academic  and  administration  sec¬ 
tions,  an  auditorium,  10 
seminar/lecture  rooms,  a  library, 
offices  and  a  cafeteria.  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Baltimore- 
Washington  Annual  (regional) 
Conference  provided  seed  money  of 
$15,000  to  assist  the  university  in  its 
peace  effort. 

Joseph  Sullivan,  the  U.S.  ambassa¬ 
dor  to  Zimbabwe,  was  among  those 
attending  the  November  ground¬ 
breaking.  “Africa  University  and  the 
institute  (are)  well  placed  to  promote 
critical  values  for  the  future  develop¬ 
ment  of  Africa  and  the  prosperity  of 
its  people,”  he  said.  "These  include 


human  rights,  democracy  and  the 
efficient  management  of  public  and 
private  institutions.” 

He  said  the  U.S.  government’s 
financial  and  moral  support  for  the 
institute  “will  go  a  long  way  towards 
achieving  the  vision  to  contribute  to 
the  building  of  a  peaceful  and  pros¬ 
perous  Africa  by  providing  a  forum 
for  debate,  training  and  research, 
which  actively  promotes  peace,  good 
governance  and  responsive  leader¬ 
ship  to  meet  the  challenges  being 
faced  on  the  African  continent.” 

Peace  in  Africa  is  important,  he 
said,  as  he  reflected  on  his  time  in 
Angola  during  the  last  three  years  of 
that  country’s  civil  war.  The  war  has 
ended  and  the  country  is  working 
toward  peace. 

"Peace  is  critical  for  develop¬ 
ment,”  Sullivan  said.  “In  order  to 
make  it  possible,  there  needs  to  be 
leadership  —  leadership  not  just  of 
politicians,  but  leadership  of  society 
as  a  whole  to  come  forward.” 

Sullivan  said  the  institute’s  tide 
says  what  Africa  needs  —  peace, 
leadership,  governance.  “If  those 
three  things  can  come  together  and 
these  new  students  being  educated 
at  this  institute  can  help  provide  that 
leadership  for  Zimbabwe  and  other 
countries  ...  Africa  can  realize  the 
tremendous  promise  it  has  for  the 
whole  world.” 

The  university’s  effective  use  of 
resources  for  1 1  years  and  its  clear 
vision  for  the  African  continent  have 
continued  to  attract  USAID  support, 
he  said.  “We  have  confidence  that  it 
(the  university)  will  continue  to  do 
this,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties 
that  Zimbabwe  itself  faces.” 

The  United  States  also  helped 
establish  an  American  Comer  in  the 
university’s  library  to  increase  knowl 
edge  and  mutual  understanding 
between  America  and  Zimbabwe. 


President  George  W.  Bush  speaks  at  the  National  Religious  Broadcasters  conven¬ 
tion  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  this  February  2003  file  photograph.  Bush  received  top 
honors  from  United  Methodist  Men  Dec.  1 7  for  his  statements  of  faith  and  h.s 
call  for  the  nation  to  be  in  prayer  following  the  terrorist  attacks  on  Sept.  1 1 , 

2001  .The  award,  certifying  the  president  as  a  member  of  the  Society  of  John 
Wesley  Fellows,  was  presented  by  Gilbert  Hanke,  national  president  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  which  sponsors  the  award  through  its  foundation. 

A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 

UMM  honors  Bush  as  Wesley  Fellow 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  — 
President  George  W.  Bush  received 
top  honors  from  United  Methodist 
Men  Dec.  17  for  his  statements  of 
faith  and  his  call  for  the  nation  to  be 
in  prayer  following  the  terrorist 
attacks  on  Sept.  11,  2001. 

The  award,  certifying  the  presi¬ 
dent  as  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
John  Wesley  Fellows,  was  presented 
by  Gilbert  Hanke,  national  president 
of  United  Methodist  Men,  which 
sponsors  the  award  through  its  foun¬ 
dation. 

Hanke  was  elected  to  this  volun¬ 
teer  position  in  2000.  He  is  a 
speech/language  pathologist  in 
Nacogdoches,  Texas,  working  for 
Nacogdoches  Medical  Center  and 


Stephen  F.  Austin  State  University. 

After  presenting  President  Bush 
with  a  plaque,  Hanke  asked  and 
received  permission  to  offer  a  prayer. 
“Being  the  Christmas  season,"  Hanke 
said  later,  “our  prayer  included  a 
request  for  ‘peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  to  all.’” 

The  presentation  ceremony  fol¬ 
lowed  a  decision  made  two  years  ago 
when  United  Methodist  Men  from 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  want¬ 
ed  to  find  a  way  to  express  their 
appreciation  to  Bush  for  his  actions 
after  the  9- 1 1  tragedy. 

Bush  is  the  426th  person  to 
receive  the  award  making  him  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  John 
Wesley  Fellows. 


General  Secretary 

General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  In  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  seeking  a  GENERAL  SECRETARY.  General  Secretary  is  an  executive  position  providing 
leadership,  vision  and  implementation  of  the  work  of  GCSRW;  chief  spokesperson  and 
interpreter  of  the  goals  and  philosophy  of  GCSRW;  chief  administrator  of  all  program¬ 
matic  and  administrative  functions;  advocate  on  behalf  of  women;  and  resource  person. 
Primary  responsibility  is  to  "challenge  The  UMC...  to  a  continuing  commitment  to  the  full 
and  equal  responsibility  and  participation  of  women  in  the  total  life  and  mission  of  the 
Church,  sharing  fully  in  the  power  and  in  the  policy-making  at  all  levels  of  the  Church's 
life."The  GCSRW  "shall  function  as  an  advocate  with  and  on  behalf  of  women  individual¬ 
ly  and  collectively  within  the  UMC;  as  a  catalyst  for  the  initiation  of  creative  methods  to 
redress  inequities  of  the  past  and  to  prevent  further  inequities  against  women  within 
The  UMC;  and  as  a  monitor  to  ensure  inclusiveness  in  the  programmatic  and  adminis¬ 
trative  functioning  ofThe  UMC."  (2000  Book  of  Discipline,  2102)  Qualifications  include 
membership  in  the  UMC,  depth  knowledge  and  systematic  understanding  of  the  UMC, 
minimum  4  years  of  experience  in  local  church/annual  conference,  bachelor's  degree 
required/Masters  preferred.  General  Church  experience  highly  desirable.  Please  refer  to 
GCSRW's  website  for  a  description  of  the  position  at  http://www.gcsrw.org.  For  more 
information  and  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  application,  please  contact  the  Search 
Committee  Chairperson,  Bishop  Bruce  Ough  at  the  West  Ohio  Episcopal  Area,  32  Wesley 
Blvd.,  Worthington,  OH  43085  or  Office:  61 4.844.6200  or  Email:  bishop@wocumc.org 
DEADLINE  FOR  APPLICATIONS  -  March  8, 2004. 
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Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church  recently  completed  three  major  projects, 
including  Christmas  giving  to  children  of  the  community,  installation  of  a  digi¬ 
tal  carillons  system  and  collection  of  hygiene  supplies  for  U.S.  soldiers  in  Iraq. 


Bayou  Blue  supports  children,  soldiers 


Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  on  the  move.  Just  in 
the  month  of  December,  three  major 
projects  were  started  and  completed. 
The  congregation  also  put  on  a 
Christmas  program,  caroling  and 
their  annual  Christmas  banquet. 

In  2001  a  project  to  raise  hinds  for 
a  digital  carillons  system  was  started. 
Donations  for  the  carillons  were 
largely  received  through  the 
Memorial  Fund  at  the  church  and 
through  the  sale  of  a  cookbook.  The 
new  system  was  installed  the  week 
before  Christmas  Sunday.  Linda 
Theriot  chaired  the  carillons  project 
and  Libbi  Moore  chaired  the  cook¬ 
book  publication. 

Another  church  member  Frances 
Martin  initiated  a  collection  of  per¬ 
sonal  hygiene  articles  for  soldiers  in 
Iraq  who  had  lost  their  belongings  in 


a  tire.  Other  churches  and  people 
from  surrounding  communities  sup¬ 
ported  this  project,  and  42  boxes  of 
supplies  were  ultimately  collected. 

The  father  of  one  of  the  soldiers 
reported  that  all  of  the  boxes  were 
received  by  the  troops  and  that  the 
soldiers  greatly  appreciated  the  sup¬ 
port. 

An  additional  project  for  Bayou 
Blue  UMC  was  the  collection  of  toys 
and  monetary  gifts  to  purchase  toys 
for  needy  children  of  the  community. 
Santa  Claus  (our  own  Alton  Knight) 
and  his  helpers  were  very  busy  on 
Christmas  Eve  delivering  these  gifts 
to  all  the  children  selected. 

All  who  participated  received  a 
blessing. 

All  of  these  projects  were  under 
the  supervision  of  pastor  Rev.  James 
Barrett. 


Church  board  joins  pickle  company  boycott 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  has  joined  a  boycott  of  the  Mt. 
Olive  Pickle  Co.,  based  in  North 
Carolina. 

In  a  close  vote  Jan.  8,  the  agency’s 


executive  committee  confirmed  an  earli¬ 
er  decision  of  the  full  board  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  boycott,  which  also  has  been 
endorsed  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
other  organizations. 


UMCOR  dispatches  specialists  to  Iran  quake 


NEW  YORK  (UMNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  relief  agency  is  send¬ 
ing  two  field  specialists  to  the  earth¬ 
quake-stricken  area  of  Iran. 

Guy  Hovey,  the  agency’s  head  of  mis¬ 
sion  for  Europe  and  Asia,  and  David 
Sadoo,  a  New  York-based  disaster  spe¬ 
cialist,  will  consider  immediate  aid 
needs  as  well  as  programs  for  long-term 
reconstruction  for  victims  of  the  Dec.  26 
earthquake,  which  destroyed  most  of  the 
homes  in  Bam,  Iran.  The  death  toll  in 
the  ancient  southeastern  city  exceeded 
30,000. 

In  a  Jan.  5  interview,  Sadoo  said  he 
and  Hovey  were  awaiting  visas  for  Iran 
but  were  hoping  to  travel  soon.  The  pair 
expected  to  spend  about  a  week  in  Bam, 
he  added. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  provided  an  initial  $10,000 
emergency  grant  to  its  faith-based  part¬ 
ners  in  the  region,  the  Middle  East 
Council  of  Churches  and  Norwegian 
Church  Aid. 

Part  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  relief  agency  and 
its  partners  also  are  erecting  400  family- 
size  tents  in  Bam.  Each  tent  provides 
shelter  for  10  people  and  can  be  used  for 
several  years  until  permanent  housing  is 
built. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  the  agency’s 
chief  executive,  said  experience  with 
earthquake  relief  in  Turkey  and  El 
Salvador  “puts  the  organization  in  a 
good  position  to  provide  help  in  Iran.” 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 


Relief  also  has  specialized  in  replace¬ 
ment  shelter  work  in  Afghanistan  and 
the  former  republic  of  Yugoslavia,  he 
noted.  In  addition,  the  agency  expects  to 
assist  with  the  delivery  of  clean  drinking 
water,  repair  damaged  springs  and  wells, 
and  establish  temporary  sanitation  facil¬ 
ities. 

Church  World  Service  is  airlifting  a 
20-foot  container  of  medical  supplies 
and  hygiene  kits,  which  is  expected  to 
leave  for  Iran  on  Jan.  6. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
expressed  concern  for  those  affected  by 
the  devastating  earthquake. 

“We  think  particularly  of  the  children 
—  those  killed  and  those  left  orphaned,” 
he  said. 

Both  Dirdak  and  Day  urged  United 
Methodists  to  contribute  to  a  special 
fund  to  provide  humanitarian  assis¬ 
tance. 

Checks  to  UMCOR  Advance  No. 
624315,  Iran  Earthquake,  can  be 
dropped  in  church  offering  plates  or 
mailed  directly  to  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  Room  330,  New 
York,  NY  10115. 

Credit-card  donations  can  be  made 
by  calling  (800)  554-8583  or  going  online 
to  http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor,  the 
agency’s  Web  site. 

Church  members  also  can  respond  by 
assembling  health  kits  and  school  kits 
for  earthquake  victims.  More  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  kits  is  available  online  at 
http:/ /gbgm-umc.org/umcor/kits.cfm. 


Consider 

Charitable  Gift  Annuities 

■  Lock  in  a  dependable  stream  of  income  for  your  lifetime  at 
veiy  attractive  rates 

■  Receive  a  charitable  income  tax  deduction 

■  Support  your  favorite  United  Methodist  ministries 

For  more  information,  call  your 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana: 

1 .800.256.93 1 7  or  225.346. 1 535 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

www.umf.org 
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Visit  our  new  web  site 

for  more  information  on  planned  giving  opportunities! 


Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 
set  for  March  26-27 

The  Clergy  Spouse  Retreat  will  be 
held  March  26-27  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

The  retreat  is  open  to  all  spouses 
of  active  and  retired  clergy  as  well  as 
surviving  spouses  of  clergy. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is 
“Becoming  God’s  Dancing  Partner: 
Living  the  Dance.” 

Look  for  an  invitation  and  registra¬ 
tion  form  in  the  mail  soon! 


King  remembered  /6 

100%  apportionment 
payment  list  /4-5 

100%-plus  list  /8 


Pastor  exchange  /7 


LOUISIANA 


NITED 


METHODIST 
CHURCH 


VOL  5,  NO.  2 


W  W  WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 

CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 

BATON  ROUGE,  LA  January  30, 2004 


Dandala,  Solomon  to  keynote  at  November  LAVIM  Celebration 


The  2004  La. 

Volunteers  in  Mission 
Celebration  is  slated 
for  Nov.  5-7,  2004,  at 
First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria. 

Keynote  speakers 
include  Bishop  Mvume 
Dandala  and  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon.  Dandala 

Bishop  Dandala  is 

the  former  Methodist  Bishop  of  South 


Africa  where  LAVIM  teams  have  served. 
Bishop  Dandala  is  now  the  Secretariat  of 
the  All-Africa  Council  of  Churches  in 
Kenya. 

A  2004  team  will  serve  there  in  June 
and  will  work  with  Revs.  Jon  and  Lisa 
Lord,  former  Louisiana  pastors  now 
serving  as  pastor  and  UMVIM  Assistant 
Director  for  South  African  Volunteers  in 
Mission. 

Bishop  Solomon  will  preach  at  the 
Saturday  ending  worship  and  will  lead 


workshops  on  how  to  get  the  local 
church  involved  in  Conference  mission 
programs. 

The  Lords  will  lead  workshops  on 
South  Africa  missions  as  a  highlight  for 
the  celebration. 

Other  speakers  expected  include: 
Jeanie  Blankenbaker,  Mission 
Volunteers,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (GBGM);  David  Wu,  GBGM, 

See  Celebration,  page  2 


Rest  for  the  Weary 


Clergy  renewal  program  offers 
pastors  opportunity  to  recharge 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

God  rested  on  the  seventh  day. 
Inspired  by  that  Biblical  premise, 
La.  Conference  ministers  now 
have  the  opportunity  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  clergy  “renewal”  pro¬ 
gram  that  provides  planned  peri¬ 
ods  of  time  away  from  his  or  her 
everyday  ministerial  responsibili¬ 
ties. 

Supported  with  grant  funding 
from  the  Lilly  Endowment,  the 
Conference  clergy  renewal  pro¬ 


gram  is  available  to  pastors  who 
have  been  serving  a  full-time 
appointment  for  six  consecutive 
years  from  the  time  of  his  or  her 
reception  into  full  or  associate 
membership. 

Several  clergy,  such  as  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent 
Doug  Ezell,  have  taken  advantage 
of  this  opportunity  for  rejuvena¬ 
tion. 

“This  was  a  rewarding  and 

See  Renewal,  page  3 


Rev.  Ken  Irby  of  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  recently  took  advantage 
of  a  new  clergy  renewal  program  funded  by  the 
Lilly  Endowment.  Irby,  left,  stands  with  one  of 
the  monks  of  Christ  in  the  Desert  Monastery  in 
New  Mexico,  top. 
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Materials  urgently  needed  at  UMCOR 


BY  GWEN  E.  REDDING 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

UMCOR  SAGER  BROWN 

Following  the  deadly  earthquake 
that  struck  in  southeast  Iran  on 
December  26th,  Randy  Day,  head  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Paul  Dirdak,  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief’s 
chief  executive  urged  United 
Methodists  to  respond  in  two  ways 
to  the  devastation.  First,  by  provid¬ 
ing  health  kits  and  school  kits  to 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown  (USB)  who  will 
be  shipping  to  Iran  in  the  coming 
weeks;  and  second  by  contributing 
to  the  UMCOR  Advance  #  624315 
Iran  Earthquake.  Officials  in  the 
earthquake  area  have  said  it  is  Iran’s 
worst  recorded  disaster  ever. 

The  earthquake  has  already 
claimed  42,000  lives  and  the  death  toll 
is  still  rising  as  survivors  continue  to 
work  to  clear  the  ruined  city  of  Bam. 

On  behalf  of  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  is  working  not  only  in  Iran, 
but  around  the  world  in  more  than 
100  countries,  responding  to  disasters 
and  assisting  people  who  are  hungry, 
displaced,  sick  or  in  poverty.  On  Jan. 
20,  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  shipped  a 
load  of  heath  kits  to  Armenia.  USB  is 
also  preparing  to  send  containers  of 
material  supplies  to  Angola  and 
Afghanistan  as  well  as  Iran.  As  the 
only  UMCOR  depot  in  the  nation,  the 
depot  at  Sager  Brown  is  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  component  for  implementing  the 
mission  of  UMCOR. 

Each  cargo  container  shipped  by 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown  may  hold 
14,000  to  30,000  kits  at  a  value  of 
$167,000  to  $360  000.  For  UMCOR 
Sager  Brown  to  be  prepared  to 
respond  to  needs  of  the  magnitude 
generated  by  world  disasters,  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  for  all  66  United  Methodist 
Conferences  to  participate  in  the 
UMCOR  ministry  by  sending  kits, 
bulk  items,  and  money  for  shipping 
UMCOR  materials. 

At  this  time,  UMCOR  Sager  Brown 
has  an  abundance  of  volunteers  visit¬ 
ing  its  campus  to  process  kit  materi¬ 
als,  but  they  have  meager  amounts  of 
kit  materials  to  be  processed.  USB  will 


be  out  of  materials  before  the  above 
requests  can  be  filled  unless  they 
begin  receiving  large  amounts  of  kit 
materials  to  replenish  their  supplies. 

Last  year  the  Louisiana  Conference 
called  for  each  District  to  send  priori¬ 
ty  bulk  items  to  the  UMCOR  Depot 
and  many  Louisiana  churches 
responded  with  enthusiasm.  Since 
world  disasters  never  cease,  UMCOR 
Sager  Brown  must  ask  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  every  Annual 
Conference  again  and  again  to  send 
kit  materials  as  soon  as  possible.  USB 
needs  mountains  of  materials  to 
enable  the  ministry  to  speak  with  the 
love  and  care  of  the  United  Methodist 
people  to  those  around  the  world  suf¬ 
fering  from  disaster. 

The  top  10  bulk  items  needed  by 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown  for  its  kit  min¬ 
istry  listed  in  order  of  priority  are  as 
follows: 

1.  Tooth  paste  (4.5  oz  of  larger) 

2.  Metal  nail  files  (no  emery 
boards)  or  fingernail  clippers  (no  toe¬ 
nail  clippers) 

3.  Soap  (bath  size  bars-no  sample 
size) 

4.  Terry  cloth  hand  towels 
(15"  X  25”  or  16’’X27”) 

5.  Ruled  paper  (pad,  spiral,  or 
loose  leaf) 

6.  Pencil  sharpeners  (plain,  small, 
individual  sharpeners  with  no 
emblems) 

7.  Cloth  baby  diapers  (cloth 
only-no  disposable  diapers) 

8.  Sewing  scissors  (adult  size  for 
cutting  fabric) 

9.  Baby  blankets  (receiving  blan¬ 
kets) 

10.  Children’s  blunt  scissors 

For  every  kit,  or  for  every  10  items 
donated,  $1.00  is  needed  to  pay  for 
shipping  to  the  designated  location. 
Please  make  out  the  checks  for  ship¬ 
ping  to  “UMCOR  Sager  Brown”  with 
the  word  “shipping”  on  the  memo 
line. 

Mail  the  checks  separately  from 
the  kits  or  materials  to:  UMCOR 
Sager  Brown,  PO.  Box  850, 101  Sager 
Brown  Road,  Baldwin,  LA  70514 

More  information  about  the  needs 
of  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  may  be 
found  on  the  web  site  at:  www.sager- 
brown.org. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address - - - 

Telephone _ — - - - 

Church _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $1 5  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Cambodia;  Dr.  Cherian  Thomas,  GBGM, 

India;  Willie  Berman,  Mexico  UMVIM; 
and  Dr.  Rena  Yocom,  GBGM, 

International  Relationships. 

Other  workshop  and  information 
sessions  will  focus  on  El  Salvador, 

Honduras,  medical  missions,  Hispanic 
Vacation  Bible  School,  LAVIM  101,  and 
more. 

The  event  will  celebrate  and 
acknowledge  the  work  of  hundreds  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  and 
friends  from  other  denominations  who 
have  taken  part  in  our  missions  over  the 
past  two  years. 

Through  workshops  and  informative 
displays,  we  will  offer  and  challenge 
both  experienced  mission  volunteers 
and  those  interested  in  serving  God 
through  “hands  on”  mission  to  go  again 
in  love  and  service  of  the  Kingdom. 

New  mission  destinations  will  be 
introduced  and  past  mission  opportuni¬ 
ties  will  be  updated.  Participants  are 
sure  to  be  challenged  by  Bishops 
Dandala  and  Solomon  in  several  wor¬ 
ship  experiences  to  be  offered. 
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Web  ministry  offers  resources  for  church  women 


Have  you  joined  the  web  site  com¬ 
munity  for  United  Methodist  Clergy 
Women  and  Lay  Professionals? 

“Connecting  Women  in  Ministry” 
is  a  unique  and  growing  internet 
community,  starting  2004  with  more 
than  200  members  from  nearly  50 
annual  conferences. 

The  mission  of  these  women  in 
ministry  is  seeking  to  live  out  their 
call  within  the  United  Methodist 
Connection  through  stories,  prayer, 
support,  resources,  and  sharing 
Christ’s  love. 

Free  membership  enables  access 
to  a  secure  membership  list  with  pic¬ 
tures  and  email  addresses  in  order  to 
be  in  touch  and  support  one  another. 
Members  have  the  privilege  of  sub¬ 


mitting  articles  for  review  and  post¬ 
ing. 

Featured  are  personal  stories  and 
ministry  experiences,  Sunday  School 
and  worship  resources,  sermons, 
church  news,  Bible  resources,  book 
reviews,  retreat  centers,  continuing 
education  events,  ecumenical 
resources,  and  links  to  almost  every 
General  Church  Board  and  Agency, 
committees,  ad  hoc  groups,  and 
much  more. 

For  more  information  go  to  the 
web  site 

http://connectingnm.kf.dyndns.org/ 
or  contact:  Rev.  “PJ”  Phyllis  Jean 
Flowers,  Community  Companion, 
Connecting  Women  in  Ministry  at 
pjflowers@kf.dyndns.org. 
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Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 
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Ezell 


renewing  experience 
not  only  for  me,  but  for 
my  wife  Patti  also. 

Spiritually,  emotionally 
and  physically  this  was 
a  most  positive  experi¬ 
ence,”  wrote  Ezell. 

Opportunities  for 
writing  presented 
themselves  each 
morning.  With  several 
ideas  for  books  in  his  head,  the  one  that 
emerged  was  a  devotional  book  based  on 
the  last  days  of  Jesus’  ministry. 

“I  used  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  and 
developed  chapters  around  each  peri- 
cope  from  Matthew  21  through  Matthew 
28.  I  was  able  to  complete  the  writing 
during  this  month  of  leave.  My  working 
title  for  the  book  is  The  Last  Days  of  Jesus: 
From  Triumphal  Entry  to  Triumphal 
Resurrection.  Without  these  three  or  four 
hour  blocks  of  time  for  writing,  and  the 
freedom  from  work  distractions,  I  could 
not  have  completed  this  work.  For  sever¬ 
al  years,  I  have  longed  for  this  kind  of 
time  to  devote  to  writing  which  made 
this  opportunity  very  satisfying  and  a 
tremendous  grace  gift.” 

Ezell  also  spent  many  afternoons 
doing  research  for  another  project,  an 
historical  fiction  novel  set  in  the  mid-to- 
late-1800’s. 

“I  established  a  working  relationship 
with  the  local  historian  of  Mason,  Tex., 
Jane  Hoerster,  who  is  in  her  80 's  and 
holds  a  wealth  of  knowledge  about  Texas 
history.  I  attended  a  symposium  and 
met  several  other  writers  in  the  western 
fiction  genre.  Patti  and  I  gathered  infor¬ 
mation  about  families  and  events  from 
the  county  library,  historical  documents, 
cemeteries,  interviews  with  descendants 
and  historical  landmarks.  It  was  fasci¬ 
nating  and  enjoyable  work.” 

Doug  and  Patti  attended  the  Art 


United  Methodist  Church  and  First 
United  Methodist  Church  on  alternate 
Sundays,  enjoying  the  fellowship  of  the 
congregations  without  the  sense  of 
responsibility. 

A  few  days  each  week,  the  couple 
ministered  to  some  of  the  senior  citizens 
of  Mason,  attending  a  few  of  their  lunch¬ 
eons,  visiting  a  few  of  them  in  their 
homes  and  taking  them  to  dinner. 

There  was  plenty  of  time  for  recre¬ 
ation,  including  fishing  the  Llano  River, 
sight  seeing,  and  establishing  new 
friendships. 

The  couple  enjoyed  long  evening  vis¬ 
its  with  Glenn  Marshall,  the  oldest  living 
custom  knife-maker  in  the  United  States. 
Glenn  offered  Doug  tips  for  his  hobbies 
of  knife-making,  woodcarving  and 
leathercraft. 

"I  found  this  month  to  be  invaluable 
for  refreshing  my  spirit  and  reflecting  on 
life  and  ministry.  It  was  restorative  to  be 
able  to  relax  into  this  simple  routine  with 
the  realization  that  I  was  not  on-call.  It 
was  important  for  me  to  be  able  to  let  go 
for  a  time  of  the  varied  responsibilities 
that  accompany  the  role  of  a  District 
Superintendent,”  wrote  Ezell. 

His  plans  at  this  time  are  to  take  a  sec¬ 
ond  month  in  July  of  2004  and  a  final 
month  in  2005. 

Rev.  Ken  Irby  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  took 
his  three  months  of  leave  consecutively 
from  August  through  October. 

His  clery  renewal  leave  began  with  a 
family  trip  to  Southern  California  which 
his  wife  Kaye  and  their  children  enjoyed. 

In  stark  contrast  to  the  frivolity  of 
Disneyworld,  Irby  then  traveled  alone  to 
Christ  in  the  Desert  Monastery  in 
Abique,  New  Mexico  for  a  personal 
retreat. 

“The  monastery  has  a  ministry  of  hos¬ 
pitality.  You  can  come  and  stay  for  self¬ 


Rev.  Ken  Irby  snapped  this  shot  of  the  1000-year-old  cathedral  at  Iona  during  a  recent 
trip  to  Ireland  he  made  while  on  sabbatical  through  the  Clergy  Renewal  Program  sup¬ 
ported  by  funds  from  the  Lilly  Endowment. 


guided  retreats,”  said  Irby.  He  laughingly 
admitted  that  he  couldn’t  keep  up  with 
the  monks,  who  rise  at  3:30  a.m.  for  a  4 
a.m.  service.  There  are  seven  services 
throughout  the  day. 

“After  breakfast,  guests  are  invited  to 
work  in  the  community  until  about  1 
p.m.,  I  was  the  young  strong  guy  which 
tells  you  something  about  the  age  of  the 
guests. 

“A  donor  had  given  them  a  horse,  so 
my  job  was  to  help  clean  out  an  old  shed 
to  make  room  for  horse  feed.  I  felt  priv- 
eleged  to  see  where  the  monks  live.  They 
are  very  private,  and  only  speak  when 
necessary.  Meals  are  taken  in  silence.” 

The  retreat  offered  a  lot  of  time  for 
reflection,  reading,  and  prayer  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  incredible  scenery  of  the 
Chames  River. 

“Kay  and  I  also  had  the  opportunity  to 
travel  to  England,  Scodand  and  Ireland 
for  two  weeks.  We  visited  Wesley’s  Chapel 


in  London,  and  traveled  to  the  Island  of 
Iona  in  Scodand,  which  has  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  Chrisdan  community  residing  on  the 
island.  We  were  able  to  worship  each 
evening  in  a  1000  year  old  cathedral.  In 
Ireland,  we  stayed  at  Avelin  Celdc  Retreat 
Center.  It  was  remarkable  visiting  these 
holy  places,”  said  Irby. 

Working  on  home  projects  and  joining 
a  health  club  were  just  a  few  of  the  per¬ 
sonal  efforts  made  by  Irby  to  establish 
some  patterns  of  wholeness  that  would 
not  end,  but  carry  him  through  as  he 
returned  to  daily  responsibilides. 

“After  19  years  of  parish  ministry,  I 
found  that  many  of  the  day  to  day  tasks 
were  becoming  more  difficult.  I  had  less 
to  offer.  I  have  returned  with  more  ener¬ 
gy  and  passion  for  ministry. 

“Our  community  was  very  under¬ 
standing  of  my  need  for  renewal.  Many 
of  our  members  are  university  folks,  who 
understand  the  value  of  a  sabbatical.” 


Clergy  Spiritual  Transformation  retreat  set 


The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  is  sponsoring  a  Spiritual 
Transformation  Retreat  for  clergy 
March  23-25,  at  St.  Joseph  Abbey  in 
Covington. 

Participants  can  enjoy  a  true 
retreat,  including  solitude,  worship, 
quiet  time  and  prayer. 

Consultations  with  Director  Craig 
Gilliam  are  available  if  desired. 

Cost  is  $125.  Openings  are  limited. 

Send  name,  address,  phone  num¬ 


ber,  e-mail  address,  and  check  for 
$125  made  out  to  The  Louisiana 
Conference  to: 

The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 
Please  indicate  that  you  are  regis¬ 
tering  for  the  Abbey  Retreat. 

Questions?  Call  Rev.  Craig  Gilliam 
at  (504)  393-0309  or  Shannon 
Sandifer  at(225)  346-1646. 


UM  101  offers  online  intro  to  denomination 


Music  and  worship  arts 

Each  year  The  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Music  and  Worship  Arts 
awards  up  to  five  scholarships  for  higher 
education. 

The  amount  varies  but  it  is  usually 
around  $1000. 

Applications  can  be  downloaded  at 
www.FUMMWA.org. 

Application  deadline  is  March  1  of 
each  year.  Scholarship  Criteria  include: 

All  applicants  must  be  students  plan¬ 
ning  a  career  in  Church  Music  and/or 
Worship  Arts 

Be  a  full-time  music  degree  candi¬ 
date,  either  entering  as  a  freshman  or 


scholarships  available 

already  in  an  accredited  university,  col¬ 
lege,  or  school  of  theology  OR  doing  spe¬ 
cial  education  in  worship  or  the  arts 
related  to  worship. 

Be  a  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  for  at  least  one  year 
immediately  before  applying,  giving  evi¬ 
dence  of  strong  Christian  character  and 
participation  in  Christian  activities  of 
the  church  and/or  campus. 

For  more  information,  contact  David 
Bone,  administrator  of  The  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Music  and 
Worship  Arts  at  (800)  952-8977  or  by  e- 
mail  at  FUMMWA@aol.com. 


UM101,  an  online  introductory 
course  about  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  now  in  progress  -  and  it’s  not 
too  late  to  join  the  class. 

The  course  is  available  now  through 
March  17  and  is  intended  for  people 
who  want  to  learn  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church  -  its  roots,  theology, 
structure,  connectionalism,  and  current 
challenges  -  on  their  own  time  sched¬ 
ules. 

Beginning  Jan.  21,  the  course  is  avail¬ 
able  24  hours  a  day  on  the  Internet  as  an 
online  learning  opportunity  and  multi- 
media  experience. 

By  joining  the  class,  you  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  interact  with  facilitators 
and  course  participants  through  online 
discussions  until  Feb.  25  and  have 
access  to  the  content  until  March  17. 
Cost  is  $12  per  person,  payable  by  credit 
card  or  check. 

For  more  information  and  to  sign  up 
online  for  UM101,  produced  by  United 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  at 
4533  Mendez  Street,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana  will  host  a  “Steward-SHIP” 
Conference  on  Feb.  7,  from  8:30  a.m.  - 
3:00  p.m. 


Methodist  Communications,  go  to 
http://www.training.umcom.org. 

Here’s  what  participants  said  after 
taking  UM101  in  December: 

“When  I  joined  Peace  United 
Methodist  Church,  I  only  had  to  read  a 
book  on  John  Wesley,  and  take  three 
two-hour  discussions  with  our  Deacon 
about  this." 

“Since  I  was  already  baptised  and 
confirmed  in  the  Lutheran  Church  I  did¬ 
n’t  need  to  do  anything  else.  I  felt  that  I 
really  didn’t  understand  the  full  back¬ 
ground  and  workings  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church." 

“This  course  has  taught  me  a  lot,  but 
it  has  also  taught  me  I  have  a  lot  more  to 
learn!!!” 

“The  information  was  presented  in 
an  easy  format. 

“Most  of  the  time  it  was  computer 
friendly.  I  really  enjoyed  this  course  and 
hope  to  see  more  of  the  same  really 
soon.” 


The  conference  theme  is  “Cruising 
Aboard  the  Steward-SHIP  Dr.  J.  LaVon 
Kinciad,  a  Stewardship  Specialist,  will  be 
the  Conference  Facilitator.  All  church 
members  are  invited  to  attend. 
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Churches  that  paid  100%  of  apportionments 


ACADIANA 

ABBEVILLE  UMC 
PECAN  ISLAND  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  FRANKLIN 
FIRST  UMC/  FRANKLIN 
MCGOWEN  UMC 
BAYOU  BLUE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
WESLEY  UMC 
MT  VERNON  UMC 
INDIAN  BAYOU  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  JEANERETTE 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
MALLAUEU  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 
LYDIA  UMC 

MEMORIAL  UMC/  MATTHEWS 
MELVILLE  UMC 
PALMETTO  UMC 
PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC 
WALMSLEY  UMC 
MASON  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  NAPOLEONVILLE 

WOODLAWN  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NEW  IBERIA 

BRIGGS  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 

ST  MARK  UMC 

PATTERSON  UMC 

KROTZ  SPRINGS  UMC 

WILSON  MEMORIAL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/NEW  ROADS 

SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  NEW  ROADS 

FIRST  UMC/  THIBODAUX 

MAGNOLIA  UMC 

VACHERIE  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  WAXIA 

ST  JAMES  UMC 

WILEY  UMC 

GREEN  CHAPEL  UMC 


ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  ALEXANDRIA 
HORSESHOE  DRIVE  UMC 
NEWMAN  UMC 
ST  MARK’S  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
WILTON  UMC 
ATLANTA  UMC 
SANDERS  CHAPEL  UMC 
LAHEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
UNION  UMC 

DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
WHITE  S  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC /  CAMPTI 
MTZION  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  CHENEYVILLE 
COLFAX  UMC 
COULEY  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 
FELLOWSHIP  UMC  /HINESTON 
NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/  JENA 
BELAH  UMC 
JONESVILLE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HARRISONBURG 
LF.COM  PTE  UMC 
BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC 
CHENEYVILLE  UMC 
MARKSVILLE  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC  /  EFFIE 
SIMMESPORT  UMC 


REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV  KIRBY  A  VERRETT 
REV  DARRYL  BRIGGS 
REV  STEVEN  J  PORTER 
REV  STEVEN  J  PORTER 
REV  JAMES  W  BARRETT,  JR 
REV  BARRY  HOEKSTRA 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND,  SR 
REV  JOSEPH  HOLLAND,  SR 
REV  L  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 
REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 
REV  FULTON  A  RAYMOND  SR 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  T  EDWARD  BOYD 
REV  WILUS  W  DEAR 
REV  ROBERT  W  CORMIER 
REV  PEGGY  FOREMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  REBECCA  D  CONNER 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON,  JR 
REV  DAN  WASHINGTON,  JR 
REV  ALBERT  HOLLAND 
REV  ALBERT  HOLLAND 
REV  SCOTT  BULLOCK 
REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS,  JR 
REV  EMMETT  C  COLLINS,  JR 
REV  K  DALE  HENSARUNG 
REV  RUSSELL  JONES 
REV  JEFFREY  CONNER 
REV  ROBERT  D  CLARK 
REV  ROBERT  D  CLARK 
REV  ROBERT  D  CLARK 
REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 
REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 
REV  TIM  NEUSTIFTER 
REV  MADELINE  MITCHELL 
REV  TERRY  A  LINDSEY 
REV  MARGUERITE  JENKINS 
REV  MARGUERITE  D  JENKINS 
REV  ROBERT  L  ROSS 
REV  ROBERT  L  ROSS 


REV  THOMAS  A  DUIVBAR 
REV  R  DON  ROSS 
REV  DERRICK  D  HILLS 
REV  FRED  MOORE 
REV  C  FRANCES  HOOTON 
REV  JASON  W  JACOB 
REV  RILEY  W  SANSON 
REV  RILEY  W  SANSON 
TBS 

REV  DIANNE  ALLEN  JONES 
REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 
REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 
REV  JOE  A  HOOVER 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  OBIEJ  SOUTHALL 
REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 
REV  THOMAS  G  MAY 
REV  ROBBIE  W  STRONG 
REV  WILLIAM  K  MCDONALD 
REV  RICHARD  HOOTON 
REV  MARK  B  BENGE,  SR 
REV  MARK  B  BENGE,  SR 
REV  DAVID  C  CARLTON 
REV  SAMUEL  EMMANUEL 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 
REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 
REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 


ST  MARK  S  UMC 
MONTGOMERY  UMC 
MTZION  UMC 

ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

EMMANUEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

COLLEGE  AVENUE  UMC 

BEULAH  UMC 

OLLA  UMC 

URANIA  UMC 

PALESTINE  UMC 

BALL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE 
PLEASANT  GROVE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  BOONEVILLE 
WESLEY  UMC 
POLLOCK  UMC 
LIBERTY  CHAPEL  UMC 
PROVENCAL  UMC 
WEAVER  UMC 
SIEPER  UMC 
STRANGE  UMC 

EDDY  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL  UMC 
EDEN  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  WINNFIELD 


BATON  ROUGE 

BLACKWATER  UMC 

FIRST  UMC /  BAKER 

BROADMOOR  UMC 

CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

FRANCIS  ASBURY  UMC 

HUGHES  MEMORIAL  UMC 

ANDREW  CHAPEL  UMC/WATSON 

INGLESIDE  UMC 

JEFFERSON  UMC 

JORDAN  UMC 

NEELY  UMC 

ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 

ST  JOHN'S  UMC 

ST  LUKE'S  UMC 

ST  MARK  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

UNIVERSITY  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

ST  JAMES  UMC/BELLE  ROSE 

CLINTON  UMC 

CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 

MTZION  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC 

ST  PETER  UMC 

MT  CARMEL  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC/  CONVENT 

FIRST  UMC/  DONALDSONVILLE 

LUTCHER  UMC 

ST  PETER  UMC/DONALDSVILLE 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 

CARPENTER’S  CHAPEL/GALVEZ 

GONZALES  UMC 

ST  LANDRY  UMC  /  GONZALES 

GRAND  RIVER  UMC 

MAGNOLIA  UMC 

JACKSON  UMC 

ETHEL  UMC 

ST  PETER  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PLAQUEMINE 

HURST  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST  LUKE  UMC 

SCOTT  UMC/  PORT  ALLEN 

MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC 

HARTZELL  UMC  /  ROSEDALE 

SHILOH  UMC  /  MARINGOUIN 

FAITHFUL  UMC 

NEW  RIVER  UMC  /  ST.  AMANT 

ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 

SLAUGHTER  UMC 

BLUFF  CREEK  UMC 

NEW  HOPE  UMC/  SPILLMAN 

CONCORD  UMC 

TUNICA  UMC 


REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 
DR  JIMMY  WALKER 
DR  JIMMYWALKER 
REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
REV  DOUGLAS  L  CAIN 
REV  ELLIS  E  NEWMAN 
REV  JOHN  R  FOSTER 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL  JR 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL  JR 
REV  J  EDWIN  DIIWORTH 
REV  ED  DIIWORTH 
REV  W  RALPH  FORD 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  JAMES  E  RAY,  SR 
REV  JAMES  E  RAY,  SR 
REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
REV  EDWIN  H  FENTON 
REV  EDWIN  H  FENTON 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  JOHN  R  JOHNS 
REV  JOHN  JOHNS 
REV  TIMOTHY  O  L\WSON 


REV  MARK  R  MARTIN 
REV  JOSEPH  HAMILTON 
REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 
REV  DARLENE  A  MOORE 
DR  CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 
REVW  ODELL  SIMMONS 
REV  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV  K3BBIE  E  HATFIELD 
REV  DOUGLAS  M  BAKER 
DR  GEORGE  CALVIN 
REV  ARNOLD  V  BROWN 
REV  H  STEVE  STEPHENS 
REV  DONALD  R  AVERY 
REV  KIMBRA  H  HAMMETT 
REV  JOSEPH  DAWOTWI 
REV  KENNETH  W  IRBY 
REV  ANDREW  GOFF 
REV  ELVA  JACOBS 
REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
REVS  CHARLES  BYRD 
REVS  CHARLES  BYRD 
REVCHERLESS  H  MILLER 
REVCHERLESS  H  MILLER 
REV  GAYNELL  PITTOAN 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  SONYA  LARS 
REV  SONYA  LAR 
REV  WILLIAM  P  MINYARD 
REV  GARY  DON  WILUS 
REV  FANNIE  THOMPSON 
REV  LAMARYUS  S  GOTTEN 
REV  MICHAEL  HAMMETT 
REV  DAVID  J  SHEEHAN 
REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 
REV  SONYA  R  LARS 
REV  STEPHEN  FLEMING 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV  JOHN  DEREK  REESE 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV  JEFFREY  C  DUKE 
REV  WILLIAM  M  TURNER 
REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 
REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 
REV  L  DARWIN  BRECHEEN 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  DANNY  BERGERON 


WESLEY  UMC/ WILSON 
ASBURY  UMC/  NORWOOD 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC 
LEJEUNE  UMC 


LAKE  CHARLES 

BASILE  UMC 
WAKEFIELD  UMC 
GRAND  CHENIER  UMC 
CHURCH  POINT  UMC 
IOTA  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  DEQUINCY 
FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER 
EBENEZER  UMC 
BRANCH  UMC 
EUNICE  UMC 
PINE  PRAIRIE  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
PROSPECT  UMC  /  FLORIEN 
HORNBECK  UMC 
GUEYDAN  UMC 
KAPLAN  UMC 
HOPEWELL  UMC 
ELIZABETH  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
IOWA  UMC 
JENNINGS  UMC 
KINDER  UMC 
OBERLIN  UMC 
LAKE  ARTHUR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LKCHAS 
OAK  PARK  UMC 
ST  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC 
UNIVERSITY  UMC/  LK  CHAS 
WARREN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
MTZION  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
MACEDONIA  UMC 
HASKIN  CHAPEL  UMC 
MERRYVILLE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  DERIDDER 
MOSS  BLUFF  UMC 
OAKDALE  UMC 
RAYMOND  UMC 
ELTON  UMC 
ROANOKE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  CROWLEY 
SQUYRES  UMC 
HENNING  MEM  UMC 
MAPLEWOOD  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
SWEETLAKE  UMC 
WELSH  MEM  UMC 
WELSH  UMC 
HAYES  UMC 
JONES  UMC 

MALLAUEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 
WESTLAKE  UMC 


MONROE 

BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 
BASKIN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BASTROP 
COLUNSTON  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
MER  ROUGE  UMC 
MT  OLIVE  UMC 
BOEUF  PRAIRIE  UMC 
LITTLE  CREEK  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  COLUMBIA 
HEBERT  UMC 
CREW  LAKE  UMC 
MANGHAM  UMC 
DELHI  UMC 
CROWVILLE  UMC 
EPPS  UMC 


REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 
REV  DEMETRIC  L  SLAUGHTER 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  CURTIS  JOHNSON 


REV  JEROLD  R  HOFFPAUIR 

REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 

REV  THOMAS  C  BEELER 

REV  FRED  M  FRASER 

REV  FRED  M  FRASER 

REV  ROBERT  E  HOLLIS 

REV  RICHARD  0  TEETER 

REV  JON  E  TELLIFERO 

REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 

REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 

REV  FRANK  DAVIS 

REV  FRANK  DAVIS 

REV  CHRISTI A  EMANUEL 

REV  RAY  LEIDIG 

REV  RAY  LEIDIG 

REV  KEMPER  SMITH 

REV  CAROLYN  B  VOLENTINE 

REV  MARKS  THERIOT 

REV  MARK  S  THERIOT 

REV  MARKS  THERIOT 

REV  DAVID  R  DEWITT 

REV  J  RICHARD  SCOTT- WELCH 

REV  ERIN  J  OLIVER 

REV  ERIN  J  OLIVER 

REV  SUSAN  PUGH 

REV  DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 

REV  ROGER  H  TEMPLETON 

REV  KARLS  KLAUS 

REV  MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 

REV  PERCELL  CHURCH,  JR 

REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 

REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 

REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE,  JR 

REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE,  JR 

REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE,  JR 

REV  STEVEN  W  BUSH 

REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 

REV  DANIEL  P  GLEASON 

REV  ELIZABETH  NORTHEN 

REV  LAMAR  C  OLIVER 

REV  LAMAR  COLIVER 

REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 

REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 

REV  USA  L  TURNBULL 

REV  JRUAN  HORTON 

REV  JOHN  HIGGINBOTHAM 

REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 

REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 

REV  WAYNE  G  TAYLOR 

REV  JERRY  LEE  JOHNSON 

REV  MARK  GOINS 

REV  MARK  GOINS 

REV  MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 

REV  MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 

REV  TED  D  FREELAND 


REV  JO  ANN  SIMS 
REV  MARY  ANN  COLLIE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  NEWTON  M  HORNE,  JR 
REV  NEWTON  M  HORNE,  JR 
REV  JOHNNY  M  RILEY 
REV  HOWARD  M  CHILDS 
REV  HOWARD  M  CHILDS 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH  ROY 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH  ROY 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  JOSEPH  L  ROUNTREE 
REV  JOSEPH  L  ROUNTREE 
REV  JARED  FOREMAN 
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SEVIER  MEM  UMC/  FERRIDAY 
CLAYTON  UMC 
GRAYSON  UMC 
LOCUST  GROVE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LK  PROVIDENCE 
FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 
LEA  JOYNER  MEM  UMC 
REVEILLE  UMC 
UNION  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC  /  MONROE 
ST  MARK’S  UMC 
ST  PAUL'S  UMC  /  MONROE 
MT  NEBO  UMC 
WASHINGTON  CHAPEL  UMC 
MT  SINAI  UMC 
NEWELLTON 
FIRST  UMC/  OAK  GROVE 
PIONEER  UMC 
RAYVILLE  UMC 
HOLLY  RIDGE  UMC 
ST  ANDREWS  UMC 
OAK  RIDGE  UMC 
ST  JOSEPH  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
LAWSON  CHAPEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SICILY  ISIAND 
FIRST  UMC/  TALLULAH 
VIDALIA  UMC 
CLAIBORNE  UMC 
FAITH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  W  MONROE 
MCGUIRE  UMC 
WOODLAWN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  WINNSBORO 
WISNER  UMC 


NEW  ORLEANS 

BELLE  CHASSE  UMC 
HOPE  CHAPEL  UMC 
COVENANT  UMC 
ST  CHARLES  UMC 
BOYNTON  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  KENNER 
EL  MESLAS 

FIRST  UMC/  LAPLACE 
NINDE  CHAPEL  UMC 
METAIRIE  UMC 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
ST  MATTHEWS  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 
ST  MATTHEW  UMC 
AURORA  UMC 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 

SHAW  TEMPLE  UMC 

CORNERSTONE  UMC 

FIRST  STREET  UMC 

GRACE  UMC 

THOMAS  UMC 

JEFFERSON  UMC 

JOHN  WESLEY  UMC 

THOMPSON  UMC 

IAKE  VISTA  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 

PARKER  MEMORIAL  UMC 

PEOPLES  UMC 

WILLIAMS  UMC 

RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC 

ROSS  UMC 

ST  LUKE'S  UMC 

ST.  MARK'S  UMC 

ST  PHILIP  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC/  HAHNVILLE 


NORTH  SHORE 

AMITE  UMC 
INDEPENDENCE  UMC 
WESLEY  RAY  UMC 
MARYS  CHAPEL  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UM 
THIRKIELD  UMC 
HARRY'S  CHAPEL  UMC 


REV  KEVIN  D  SMITH 
REV  KEVIN  D  SMITH 
REV  HOWARD  HUDSON 
REV  LINDA  K  SHEPHERD 
REV  WILLIAM  H  McLAIN 
REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 
REV  WELDON  C  BARES 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  MARY  ANNE  COLLIE 

REV  JULIET  P  SPENCER 

REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 

REV  ANICEN  MOSES 

REVANICE  N  MOSES 

REV  ANICE  N  MOSES 

TBS 

REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 
REV  BYRON  W  PUTNAM 
REV  ROBERT  E  TOWNSEND 
REV  ROBERT  E  TOWNSEND 
REV  DONALD  WILKINSON 
REV  DONALD  WILKINSON 
REV  JONATHAN  KING 
REV  SONYA  GEE 
REV  SONYA  GEE 
REV  WILLIAM  F  FOSTER 
REV  FRED  W  FULTON,  IV 
REV  BARRY  D  DENNIS 
REV  SAMUEL  P  EMANUEL 
REV  STEVEN  R  KELLY 
REV  WSPILLER  MILTON 
REV  MICHAEL  T  HEAD 
REV  JOHN  N  WILLIAMS 
REV  WILLIAM  A  MOON,  III 
REV  I  FRANCES  GUY 


REV  ALFRED  BAKEWELL,  III 
REV  GENE  MFAURIE 
REV  JAMES  R  SCHAUB 
REV  J  THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV  PERCELL  CHURCH,  SR 
REV  FRANKS  HARRIS  III 
REV  WILLIAM  A  ROWELL  JR 
REV  SAMUEL  CALVO 
REV  KENNETH  M  GRAHAM,  JR 
REV  HORACE  BRUMFIELD 
REV  RHONDA  E  FEURTADO 
REV  M  EUGENE  FINNELL 
REV  H  A  HARRINGTON,  JR 
DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 
DR  ANDREW  J DOUGLAS 
REV  HULENC  WARREN 
REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 
REV  DALE  E  BRANCH 
REV  JAMES  F  HAYNES 
REV  ABRAHAM  E  DAVIS 
REV  WALTER  B  PENNINGTON 
REV  KARL  CLARK 
REV  MAX  O  ZEHNER 
REV  HELENA  WRIGHT  BUTLER 
REV  WILLIAM  L  JONES 
REV  NORWOOD  HINGLE,  III 
REV  VICTOR  T  MCCULLOUGH 
REV  W  CRAIG  GILLIAM 
REV  CONSTANCE  R  SAIZON 
REV  JOED  CONNELLY 
REV  CAROL  WINN  CRAWFORD 
REV  BURNELL  BELL 
REV  DARRYL  A  TATE 
REV  GREGOR  A  DIKE 
REV  LESLIE  M  TAYLOR  SR 
REV  JOSEPH  R  WILSON 


REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS,  SR 
REV  WILLIAM  H  WILLIS,  SR 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV BRUCE L BROWN 
REV  ALAN  DEINSEL 
REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 
REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 


BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 

FITZGERALD  UMC 

WALDHEIM  UMC 

DAYS  UMC 

CENTER  UMC 

DARLINGTON  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS 

ROBERTS  UMC 

ST  LUKE  UMC 

CENTENARY  UMC 

FISHER  UMC 

HAYES  CHAPEL  UMC 

GREENSBURG  UMC 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND 

HUFF  CHAPEL  UMC 

MAUREPAS  UMC 

JAMES  CHAPEL  UMC 

KENTWOOD  UMC 

MT  HERMON  UMC 

LACOMBE  UMC 

LEE'S  LANDING  UMC 

LIVINGSTON  UMC 

COOPER’S  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST  TIMOTHY  ON  N/SHORE  UMC 

PEARL  RIVER  UMC 

PINE  GROVE  UMC 

MONTPELIER  UMC 

NESOM  MEM.  TICKFAW  UMC 

PINE  RIDGE  UMC 

TANGIPAHOA  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PONCHATOULA 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 

ALDERSGATE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL 

HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  SPRINGFIELD 

ST  JAMES  UMC 

SUN  UMC 

VARNADO  UMC 

WALKER  UMC 

MANGUM  CHAPEL  UMC 

FRIENDSHIP  UMC 

CORBIN  UMC 

LIVE  OAK  UMC 

RUSTON 

ANSLEY  UMC 
CENTERPOINT  UMC 
ARCADIA  UMC 
MTMARIAHUMC 
ARIZONA  UMC 
ATHENS  UMC 
BERNICE  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
SUMMERFIELD  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
BIENVILLE  UMC 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC 
CHATHAM  UMC 
CONCORD  UMC 
CHOUDRANT  UMC 
COLQUITT  UMC 
COTTON  VALLEY  UMC 
DOUGLAS  UMC 
DOWNSVILLE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
DOYUNE  UMC 
SIBLEY  UMC 
DUBACH  UMC 
HARMONY  CHAPEL  UMC 
EROS  UMC 

ANTIOCH  UMC/  EROS 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
GIBSLAND  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC 
SHONGALOO  UMC 
HEFUN  UMC 
HODGE  UMC 
DODSON  UMC 
NEW  HOPE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HOMER 


REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  G  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
REV  WYBRA  PRICE 
REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 
REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 
REV  LYNDLE  R  BULLARD 
REV  LYNDLE  BULLARD 
REV  TERRENCE  S  AUGUST 
REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 
REV  WILLIAM  G  SEWELL 
REV  RICKY  R  WILLIS 
REV  TIM  A  GILMORE 
REV  TIM  A  GILMORE 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  PERCY  M  FRAZIER 
REV  PERCY  MAC  FRAZIER 
REV  LAWRENCE  K  BENSON 
REV  CAROL  R  RICHARDSON 
REV  RICHARD  DAVIS 
REV  EMILE  ETOSSO,  III 
REV  JAMES  W  MITCHELL 
REV  TIMOTHY  M  SMITH 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  E  RAND  GUY 
REV  KENNETH  D  NORTON 
REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  ROBERT  L  DEICH 
REV  JIMMIES  PARKER 
REV  T  NICHOLS  EVANS,  JR 
REV  JERRY  GHILBUN 
REV  ERNEST  E  SCOTT 
REV  ERNEST  E  SCOTT 
REV  JERRY  C  EDWARDS 
TBS 

REV  ESTER  L  HAMMOND 
REVJAMESB  MOORE 
REV  JAMES  B  MOORE 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  MARK  E  CROSBY 


REV  LESLIE  M  WEBB 
REV  LESLIE  M  WEBB 
REVRAYRSPILLER 
REVRAYRSPILLER 
REV  VERNA  P  MYERS 
REV  CHARLES  R  PENUELL 
REV  JOHNIEW  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIEW  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIEW  ADKINS 
TBS 
TBS 

REV  CHARLES  JOHNSON 
REV  EMILY  RWINBERY 
REV  EMILY  RWINBERY 
REV  LETTY  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  EDMUN  LEE  FRANKIE 
REV  DORCAS  A  THORNTON 
REV  RAYMOND  M  CROFOOT 
REV  OWEN  H  PEYTON,  SR 
REV  OWEN  PEYTON 
REV  LYSBETH  COCKRELL 
REV  LYSBETH  COCKRELL 
REV  ELIZABETH  M  NORTHEN 
REV  ELIZABETH  NORTHEN 
REV  CAGE  MCLEMORE 
REV  CAGE  MCLEMORE 
TBS 

REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REV  ROBERT  D  HAYES 
REV  ROBERT  D  HAYES 
REV  HENRY  R  STONE 
REV  HENRY  R  STONE 
REV  CAROL  D  HAERD 
REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 


WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
INDIAN  VILLAGE  UMC  TBS 
JONESBORO  UMC 
MARION  UMC 
BIRD’S  CHAPEL  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
SALEM  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MINDEN 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
PILGRIM  REST  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
QUITMAN  UMC 
CLAY  UMC 
RINGGOLD  UMC 
CASTOR  UMC 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
LISBON  UMC 

ANTIOCH  UMC/  SIMSBORO 
SPRINGHILL  UMC 
WHITEHALL  UMC 


SHREVEPORT 

BENTON  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
BLANCHARD  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
GREENWOOD  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC 
HAUGHTON  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
GILLIAM  UMC 
IDA  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
KEITHVILLE  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
LONGSTREET  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
GRAND  CANE  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
ROSA  UMC 
MANY  UMC 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC 
OIL  CITY  UMC 
PLAIN  DEALING  UMC 
WALKER'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
SHILOH  UMC 
KEATCHIE  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CHRIST  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
FAITH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
MANGUM  UMC 
MORNINGSIDE  UMC 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
ST  LUKES  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 


REV  DAVID  B  DIETZEL 

REV  M  STUART  SHERMAN 
REV  GARY  L  VAN  HORN 
REV  GARY  L  VAN  HORN 
REV  ROSS  WGENGER 
REV  ROSS  WGENGER 
REV  J  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  HENRY  M  HAMILTON,  JR 
REV  JOHN  N  WILLIAMS 
REV  SAMUEL  L  BRADLEY 
REV  DONALD  L  HUGULEY 
REV  JOE  E  HUNTER 
REV  GWEN  M  HOYT 
REV  GWEN  M  HOYT 
REV  DOUGLAS  E  MILLIRON 
REV  DOUGLAS  E  MILLIRON 
REV  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  BWIDEMAN 
REV  STEVE  FOWLER 
REV  STEVE  FOWLER 
REV  REGINALD  D  COLVIN 
REV  BURTON  F  BLAIR 
REV  TERRALT  LOWE 


REV  T  LYNN  MALONE 

REVS  CHAS/ FRANCES  FREEMAN 

REVS  BRIAN  YEICH 

REV  BARRY  HUGHES 

REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL,  SR 

REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 

REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO  . 

REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 

REV  CARL  MUNYON 

REV  CARL  MUNYON 

REVS  KEMPER  SMITH 

REVS  KEMPER  SMITH 

REV  THOMAS  E  DUNGAN 

REV  ELLEN  ALSTON 

REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 

REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 

REV  JERRY  A  MEANS 

REV  JERALD  DANZELL 

REV  DAVID  MELVILLE 

REV  DONNY  R  NEDD 

REVDONNY  NEDD 

REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 

REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 

REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 

REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 

REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 

REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 

REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 

REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 

REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 

REV  BRUCE  C  CARROLL 

REV  BRUCE  C  CARROLL 

REV  MARK  BRAY 

REV  CHERYL  NELSON 

REV  CHERYL  NELSON 

REV  RICHARD  L  COCKBURN 

REV  RICHARD  L  COCKBURN 

REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 

REV  RAYMON  L  OWENS 

REV  RAYMON  L  OWENS 

REV  STEVEN  M  SPURLOCK 

REV  LARRY  D  O'DELL 

REV  JUDITH  DBAZER 

REV  WILLIE  E  JACKSON  JR 

REV  WILLIE  E  JACKSON  JR 

DR  R  PAT  DAY 

REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 

REV  WILLIAM  WINFREY  ALLEY 

REV  STEVEN  W  CARAWAY 

REV  ELIZABETH  LOVE  TU'UTA 

REV  SANDRA  B  HUBER 

REV  W1 LLIE  L  HENRY 

REV  JOSEPH  M  DONAKEY 

REV  KEN  FISHER 

REV  W  MARK  STRICKLAND 

REV  RAMONALYNN  BETHLEY 

REV  BONITA  DAVIS 

REV  BONITA  DAVIS 
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United  Methodist  leaders  remember  their  time  with  Kina 


(IJMNS)  -  Before  he  was  “the  Rev.”  or 
“Dr.,"  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  was  a  15- 
year-old  boy  who  didn’t  know  if  he 
wanted  to  be  a  doctor,  lawyer  or  preach¬ 
er. 

Even  at  that  young  age,  Dorothy 
Height  could  see  the  qualities  and  char¬ 
acter  that  would  transform  King  into  a 
world  leader. 

“His  very  presence  commanded 
respect,”  she  says. 

Height,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Negro  Women  for  more  than 
40  years,  met  the  young  King  during  a 
dinner  party  at  the  home  of  Benjamin 
Mays,  then-president  of  Morehouse 
College.  King  had  been  admitted  into 
college  as  a  gifted  student. 

“In  a  sense,  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
was  like  any  15-year-old.  He  was  young 
and  alert,  but  there  was  a  maturity  that 
one  could  not  fail  to  sense.  There  was  a 
kind  of  depth  that  was  in  itself  some¬ 
thing  that  I  found  inspiring,”  she  says. 

Height  was  one  of  the  people  King 
called  after  the  church  bombing  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  that  resulted  in  the 
death  of  four  little  African-American 
girls. 

“In  one  of  the  darkest  days  after  the 
bombing  of  the  children  in  the  church, 
he  called  up  and  he  said,  ‘We  need 
women  to  come  in  and  work  and  weep 
with  the  mothers.’” 

It  was  that  sensitivity  to  the  feelings 
of  the  mothers  of  those  dead  children 
that  stands  out  in  her  mind  as  one  of 
King’s  lasting  legacies. 

“He  always  had  ...  a  concern  about 
big  issues,  but  he  was  equally  con¬ 
cerned  about  what  happened  to  women 
and  to  children,”  Height  says.  “He  had  a 
capacity  to  bring  one  into  a  bigger  orbit 
than  you  ever  dreamed.” 

King’s  orbit  included  many  United 
Methodist  leaders  like  Height.  They 
include  bishops,  pastors,  civil  rights 
activists  and  a  new  generation  of  young 
people  inspired  by  his  passion  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  equality.  For  those  who 
knew  him  personally,  walking  with  King 
was  an  act  of  courage  and  a  test  of  faith. 
They  share  their  stories  in  "Walking  with 
King,”  a  Jan  14-26  multimedia  series 
from  United  Methodist  News  Service. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor,  close  friend  and  col¬ 
league,  co-founded  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference  with 
King  in  1957.  The  organization  was  built 
on  the  principle  that  civil  rights  are 
essential  to  democracy  and  that  all 
black  people  should  reject  segregation 
absolutely  and  nonviolently. 

"I  consider  myself  blessed  to  have 
known  him  so  well  and  for  so  long,”  he 
says. 

Lowery  observed  that  King  often 
prophesized  his  own  death. 

"He  used  to  say  to  me,  ‘Joe,  I’ll  never 
live  to  be  40.’  I’d  say,  ‘Come  on  man, 
you’re  gonna  live  to  be  old,  like  ol’  Rip 
Van  Winkle...’  But  he  was  right.  He  died 
at  39.” 

The  fact  that  King  lived  with  danger 
and  in  the  shadow  of  death  never  affect¬ 
ed  his  commitment  to  freedom  and  jus¬ 
tice,  Lowery  says.  “It  never  deterred  him 
in  any  dangerous  decisions  or  journeys 
he  had  to  make.” 


‘A  prophet  for  his  time’ 

King’s  entrance  into  the  civil  rights 
movement  came  in  1955  as  the  young 
president  of  the  Montgomery  (Ala.) 
Improvement  Association.  He  led  the 
group  in  a  381 -day  boycott  of  the  city’s 
segregated  bus  system. 

That  struggle  caught  the  attention  of 
another  pastor,  James  Lawson,  who 
would  also  become  a  renowned  figure  in 
the  civil  rights  struggle.  Lawson,  a 
United  Methodist,  heard  of  King  while  in 
India  as  a  missionary. 

“I  was  elated  when  I  read  about  the 
Montgomery  bus  boycott,”  Lawson  says. 
“In  fact,  I  celebrated.  This  was  some¬ 
thing  I  had  been  hoping  for.” 


his  ego  so  much  under  control  and  who 
was  so  balanced  in  his  approach  to  life, 
so  thoughtful,  and  so  willing  to  give  him¬ 
self  to  a  larger  cause,”  he  says. 

A  new  political  power 

Marilyn  Clement,  a  white  civil  rights 
advocate  who  became  director  of  the 
Center  for  Constitutional  Rights,  worked 
with  King  in  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference. 

Some  of  her  most  significant  work 
with  him  was  in  response  to  a  call  to 
ministers  across  the  country  to  build 
political  power  in  the  South,  she  said. 
The  Ministers’  Leadership  Training 
Program  helped  black  elected  officials 
emerge  across  the  country. 


The  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  addresses  Clergy  and  Laymen  Concerned  About  Vietnam 
at  New  York  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  in  Washington  in  this  1 967  photograph. 

A  UMNS  photo  ©  John  C.  Goodwin. 


Lawson  met  King  in  1957.  “It  was  a 
critical  moment  in  my  life  because  I  had 
been  thinking  I  would  one  day  be  a  min¬ 
ister  in  the  South  because  of  the  issue  of 
segregation.  When  I  shared  this  with  him 
personally,  privately  and  confidentially, 
Martin  said  very  quietly,  ‘Don’t  wait. 
Come  now!’  So,  I  promised  him  that  I 
would  move  to  the  South  as  quickly  as  I 
could,  and  that  launched  a  relationship 
of  11  years  of  working  together.” 

“People  as  remarkable  as  Dr.  King 
don’t  come  along  very  often,”  says 
retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  James 
Thomas,  a  close  friend.  “He  was  a 
prophet  for  his  time.  He  had  a  tempera¬ 
ment  of  even  balance,  a  love  of  nonvio¬ 
lence  and  an  understanding  of  what  it 
took  to  make  peace.” 

Thomas  and  King  both  addressed  a 
Methodist  Youth  Conference  in  1965.  “I 
spoke  after  he  spoke,  which  (was)  a  very 
hard  thing  to  do,”  the  bishop  says. 

"I  really  never  met  a  person  who  had 


“It  has  made  it  possible  for  us  to  look 
at  political  power  in  a  different  way  in 
this  country,  in  terms  of  women, 
Hispanics  and  Native  Americans,”  she 
says.  Working  with  King,  she  also  created 
the  National  Anti-Klan  Network,  which  is 
now  the  Center  for  Democratic  Renewal. 
She  is  still  active  in  that  organization. 

Raised  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Clement  says  connecting  to 
King  and  the  civil  rights  movement  was 
“very  spiritual  as  well  as  ...political.  I 
don’t  see  how  we  can  be  Christians  with¬ 
out  dealing  with  issues  of  justice.” 

Clement  says  that  40  years  later, 

King’s  commitment  and  passion  still 
inspire  her. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Melvin  Talbert  met  King  in  1960  while  a 
seminary  student  at 

Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
in  Atlanta. 

King  had  been  invited  to  join  stu¬ 
dents  in  protest  of  the  Jim  Crow  segrega¬ 


tion  laws  by  doing  sit-in  demonstrations 
at  lunch  counters. 

“We  were  arrested  and  went  to  jail,” 
Talbert  says.  “I  spent  three  days  and 
three  nights  in  jail  with  him.” 

King  taught  the  students  about  non¬ 
violence  and  to  love  everyone  as  sisters 
and  brothers,  the  bishop  said. 

Talbert^  remembers  protesting  and 
saying,  “White  folk  are  not  my  brothers. 
The  way  they  treat  us,  they  cannot  be 
our  sisters  and  brothers.” 

"After  finding  out  George  Wallace  and 
I  were  both  Methodist,  King  said,  'Mel, 
you  know  better  because  George  Wallace 
is  a  Methodist,  and  whether  you  like  it  or 
not,  he  is  your  brother.’  That  was  a 
sobering  moment  for  me.” 

Nonviolent  change 

King  was  a  prominent  advocate  of 
nonviolent  protest.  His  challenge  to 
racial  discrimination  and  segregation 
helped  convince  many  white  Americans 
to  join  African  Americans  in  the  fight  for 
civil  rights. 

According  to  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Woodie  W.  White,  the  civil  rights 
movement  was  under  girded  with  spiri¬ 
tual  and  moral  principles. 

“It  meant  so  much  to  us  who  partici¬ 
pated  in  any  phase  of  that  struggle  to  be 
under  girded  by  the  principles  of  nonvi¬ 
olence,  of  resistance  to  evil  but  resist¬ 
ance  lovingly  to  evil,  the  understanding 
that  you  cannot  use  the  tactics  of  an 
oppressor,  you  had  to  overcome  the 
oppressor  with  love.” 

White  did  not  have  a  personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  King  but  has  written  letters 
to  the  clergyman  for  two  decades.  He 
wrote  his  first  letter  to  King  in  1976  as  a 
speech  to  a  human  rights  commission, 
identifying  contributions  and  achieve¬ 
ments  that  were  made  in  the  area  of  race 
or  made  by  black  Americans.  In  1984,  he 
began  a  tradition  of  writing  birthday  let¬ 
ters  to  King,  a  tradition  he  hopes  to  con¬ 
tinue  after  he  retires  this  year. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  May 
of  Washington,  who  hosted  King  at  a 
number  of  speaking  events,  wondered 
what  would  have  happened  if  the  black 
community  had  taken  pre-emptive 
strikes  against  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  or  other 
extremists.  “What  would  it  have  looked 
like  for  me  to  have  reacted  in  such  a  way 
to  'get  them  before  they  got  me’? 

“The  whole  philosophy  and  spiritual 
strength  around  creative  nonviolence 
came  to  (the)  fore,  and  we  did  not  retali¬ 
ate  violence  with  violence  or  terror  with 
terror  but  we  counteracted  with  love,” 
May  says.  “Today  the  job  is  to  find  an 
alternative  way  in  which  we  respond  to 
terrorism  in  the  world.” 

Continuing  the  dream 

If  King  were  here  today,  his  friends 
believe  he  would  be  concerned  about 
the  war  in  Iraq,  the  prevalence  of  drugs 
and  violence  among  young  people,  the 
scourge  of  AIDS/HIV  across  the  world, 
and  health  care  for  all  people. 

The  struggle  is  not  over,  but  the  pas¬ 
sion  for  change  seems  to  be  missing, 
some  say. 

“The  righteous  indignation  that  was 
characteristic  in  our  country  over  the 
atrocities  and  the  inequalities  in  the 
racial  struggle  is  not  here  today,”  Height 
says. 
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Volunteer  positions  available  in  Honduras 


The  United  Methodist  Mission 
Church  of  Honduras  (UMMCH)  is  cur¬ 
rently  seeking  several  individual  volun¬ 
teers  who  can  live  and  work  in 
Honduras  longer-term.  Conversational 
Spanish  required.  There  are  two  types  of 
volunteer  positions  open  immediately: 

1)  UMVIM  Team  Accompaniment. 
(Several  volunteers  needed,  two  month 
commitment,  minimum)  Will  help  greet 
and  accompany  short-term  UMVIM 
teams  (United  Methodist  Volunteer  In 
Mission)  working  with  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  Church  of  Honduras. 
The  volunteer  will  offer  orientations  to 
the  Honduran  context,  attend  to  the 
needs  and  questions  of  the  team, 
respond  to  and  interpret  the  wishes  and 
leadership  of  the  local  Honduran  host, 
translate  between  Spanish  and  English 
on  the  worksite,  interpret  culture 
between  local  Hondurans  and  North 
Americans,  facilitate  the  building  of  rela¬ 
tionships  between  Hondurans  and 
North  Americans,  and  will  guide  teams 
in  their  behavior  and  choice-making 
according  to  the  philosophy  and  policies 
of  Honduras  UMVIM. 

2)  Health  Ministries  Consultant. 
(One  volunteer  needed,  three-month 
commitment,  minimum)  Will  help 
Honduran  Methodist  churches  which 
are  interested  in  offering  a  ministry  of 


health  care  to  their  communities.  This 
means  helping  pastors  and  congrega¬ 
tions  think  about  how  to  establish  a 
long-term,  mosdy  sustainable  clinic 
staffed  by  a  doctor  or  nurse.  Clinics 
would  offers  both  immediate  health 
care  and  limited  pharmaceuticals,  in 
addition  to  preventative  care  and  health 
education  to  the  community.  Also,  the 
person  in  this  position  will  help  commu¬ 
nicate  with  and  coordinate  medical 
UMVIM  teams  from  the  U.S.  (short-term 
medical  Volunteer  In  Mission  teams). 

This  includes  compiling  and  updat¬ 
ing  lists  of  what  each  site  can  use  in 
medical  donations.  This  person  will 
interpret  to  medical  UMVIM  teams  the 
reality  of  health  care  in  Honduras  and 
the  philosophy  of  health  ministries  of 
the  UMMCH. 

A  furnished  apartment  in  the  capital 
city  of  Tegucigalpa  is  provided. 

Volunteer  would  need  to  pay  for  food 
and  transportation. 

This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  any¬ 
one  who  might  be  ready  for  a  change  in 
life,  a  break  from  their  pace,  or  ready  to 
do  a  new  thing! 

For  more  information,  contact  Kathy 
Wilson-Fey  at  wilsonfey@aol.com  or 
Walt  and  Betty  Whitehurst,  Individual 
Volunteer  In  Mission  Consultants, 
atIndVol@aol.com. 


UMC.org  redesigned  to 'put  faith  into  action' 


NASHVIFFE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
UMC.org,  the  Web  site  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  has  been  redesigned 
as  a  place  for  people  worldwide  to  meet 
and  put  their  faith  into  action. 

United  Methodist  Communications, 
the  Web  site  host,  relaunched  the 
www.umc.org  site  Jan.  16. 

Visitors  will  see  a  site  with  a  new  look 
and  feel,  said  Steve  Downey,  Web  min¬ 
istry  leader  at  the  agency.  It  will  be  more 
user  friendly,  offering  more  news,  analy¬ 
sis,  leadership  tools  and  other  features. 

The  redesign,  the  result  of  two  years 
of  research  of  user  needs,  categorizes 
topics  to  make  searches  simple  and  to 
help  clergy  and  laypeople  engage  more 
effectively  in  ministry  and  fellowship, 
Downey  said.  The  site  also  will  provide 
support  for  people  on  their  faith  journey 
and  opportunities  to  connect  with  a 
local  congregation. 

“The  new  UMC.org  helps  us  all 
expand  and  strengthen  the  connection,” 
said  the  Rev.  Tarry  Hollon,  United 
Methodist  Communications’  top  execu¬ 
tive.  “Our  research  indicated  that  many 
UMC.org  visitors  are  seeking  ways  to  be 
connected  locally,  and  the  new  Web  site 
will  be  a  virtual  community  where  the 
church  can  provide  a  place  for  people  to 
learn,  share  and  grow  in  faith.” 

The  online  door  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  draws  more  than 
250,000  visits  a  month.  Introduced  in 
1995,  it  was  last  redesigned  four  years  ago. 


Downey  said  the  Web  site  has  operat¬ 
ed  as  a  “card  catalog”  for  churchwide 
agencies  and  church  leaders,  but 
research  showed  that  one-third  of  the 
site’s  visitors  were  United  Methodists 
with  no  formal  role  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  “They  just  wanted  to  know  and 
understand  their  place  in  the  connec¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 

Many  people  visit  the  Web  site  to 
understand  what  the  10  million-mem¬ 
ber  United  Methodist  Church  is  about 
and  how  they  can  become  involved,  and 
for  answers  to  spiritual  questions, 
Downey  said. 

Research  indicated  that  people 
around  the  world  are  looking  online  for 
spiritual  clues. 

“What  makes  the  Web  unique  is  that 
it  allows  people  throughout  the  world  to 
be  able  to  interact  with  one  another  in 
ways  they  have  never  been  able  to  do 
before,”  said  Matt  Carlisle,  Web  site  exec¬ 
utive  producer.  “It  brings  a  whole  new 
component  to  spiritual  development 
that  allows  people  to  communicate  with 
anyone  in  the  world  and  share  ideas.” 

One  of  UMC.org’s  tasks  is  to  open 
lines  of  communications  for  people, 
Carlisle  said. 

Another  role  is  to  determine  the 
needs  of  each  individual  user  and  help 
that  person  become  better  connected  to 
a  local  church.  “It  is  about  getting  con¬ 
nected  with  people  and  living  out  your 
faith,”  he  said. 


LOW-INCOME  PARENTS  CAN  OBTAIN  LOW-INTEREST  LOANS  THROUGH  THE  WAYS  TO  WORK 
PROGRAM,  A  NEW  SERVICE  OFFERED  BY  FAMILY  SERVICE  OF  GREATER  BATON  ROUGE. THE  PRO¬ 
GRAM  IS  DESIGNED  TO  HELP  LOW-INCOME  PARENTS  MEET  CRITICAL  NEEDS,  SUCH  AS  THE  PUR¬ 
CHASE  OF  AN  AUTOMOBILE  OR  CAR  REPAIRS,  SO  THEY  CAN  KEEP  THEIR  JOBS  OR  STAY  IN 
SCHOOL.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  COMPLETE  ELIGIBILITY  REQUIREMENTS,  PLEASE  CALL 
FAMILY  SERVICE  OF  GREATER  BATON  ROUGE,  A  UNITED  WAY  AGENCY  AT  923-2399. 


Pastors  Jerry  Johnson  of  Welsh  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  and  Thomas 
Riggins  of  Horridge  Street  Church  of  God  have  preached  to  each  other's  congre¬ 
gations  in  a  community-building  effort. "We  will  be  going  back  and  forth 
between  churches  to  show  that  we  are  purposed  to  tearing  down  barriers  of 
doctrine,  race  and  any  other  barrier. ..in  an  effort  to  reach  the  un-churched," 
Johnson  said. 


Pastors  share  pulpit  to  tear  down  barriers 


BY  SUZANNE  PISANIE 

On  Sunday,  Jan.  11,  The  Welsh 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
had  a  guest  preacher.  While  Rev. 
Jerry  Johnson  was  preaching  and 
meeting  members  of  churches  in 
Mexico  City,  Mexico,  Bro.  Thomas 
Riggins,  pastor  of  the  Horridge  Street 
Church  of  God,  preached  the  8:15 
and  10:30a.m.  morning  services  at 
Welsh  Memorial. 

Members  of  the  Horridge  Street 
Church  of  God  were  in  attendance  at 
10:30  a.m.  to  hear  the  Word  and  to 
worship  with  members  of  Welsh 
UMC. 

In  weeks  to  come,  Johnson  will 
give  the  message  at  the  Horridge 
Street  Church  of  God  to  complete 
their  purpose. 

Johnson  told  The  Vinton  News, 


“We  will  be  going  back  and  forth 
between  churches  to  show  that  we 
are  purposed  to  tearing  down  barri¬ 
ers  of  doctrine,  race  and  any  other 
barrier. .  .in  an  effort  to  reach  the  un¬ 
churched.” 

Nodding  in  agreement,  Riggins 
added,  “It  is  an  opportunity  for 
observers  to  see  the  effort  to  become 
one.”  Both  are  committed  to  bring¬ 
ing  people  together  as  a  universal 
church  teaching  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ. 

Both  ministers  are  members  of 
the  Vinton  Ministerial  Alliance  and 
have  worked  together  on  community 
projects  in  the  past. 

When  Johnson  fell  ill  in  late 
November,  Riggins  (on  short  notice) 
delivered  a  powerful  message  for  the 
Community  Thanksgiving  Service. 


Perkins  School  honors  Daniels  with  award 


DALFAS  (SMU)  -  SMU’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  will  present  its  2004 
Distinguished  Alumni  Award  to  Rev.  Dr. 
Jack  Kyle  Daniels  (BA.  ‘56,  M.Div.  ‘59, 
S.T.M.  ‘67)  during  a  luncheon  hosted  by 
Dean  William  B.  Lawrence  and  the 
Perkins  Alumni  Council.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  will  be  Tuesday,  Feb.  3,  at  noon  in 
the  Hughes-Trigg  Student  Center  located 
on  the  SMU  campus. 

Daniels  retired  on  May  16,  2003,  upon 
completion  of  25  years  of  service  as 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  located 
in  Waco,  TX. 

Under  his  leadership,  the  Home  has 
developed  into  one  of  the  largest  child¬ 
care  facilities  in  the  country. 

Throughout  his  life,  Daniels  has  wit¬ 
nessed  many  changes  to  the  Home,  as 
he  is  the  only  former  resident  to  serve  as 
its  president. 

Daniels’  parents  died  when  he  was  a 
very  young  child,  and  he  and  his  six  sib¬ 
lings  were  raised  at  the  Methodist  Home, 
now  known  as  Methodist  Children’s 


Home.  While  he  cherishes  the  values  of  a 
traditional  family,  it  is  his  own  back¬ 
ground  that  has  given  him  a  special 
understanding  of  and  empathy  for  chil¬ 
dren  who  need  a  safe  and  nurturing 
home.  Daniels  has  dedicated  his  life  and 
ministry  to  helping,  serving  and  minis¬ 
tering  to  children.  In  his  own  childhood, 
the  Methodist  Home  provided  services 
to  mosdy  orphaned  children. 

Today,  due  in  large  part  to  Daniels’ 
leadership,  the  Home  serves  the  children 
of  the  2 1st  century  who  need  out-of¬ 
home  placement  or  services  due  to  fam¬ 
ily  dysfunction,  neglect,  abuse  and/or 
difficulty  with  authority. 

“Throughout  his  life  and  ministry, 

Jack  Kyle  Daniels  has  time  and  again 
demonstrated  his  love  and  wisdom 
through  his  ability  to  meet  the  changing 
needs  of  at-risk  children,”  said  William 
B.  Lawrence,  dean  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  We  are  humbled  by  his 
achievement  and  honored  to  count  him 
among  our  graduates.” 
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Churches  that  paid  more  than  100%  of  apportionments 


ACADIANA 

CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 


REV  KIRBY  A  VERRETT 
REV  K  DALE  HENSARUNG 


ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE  REV  WILLIAM  K  MCDONALD 

WILTON  UMC  REV  JASON  W  JACOB 

EMMANUEL  UMC  REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

ASBURY  UMC /  NATCHITOCHES 

REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 

BATON  ROUGE 

FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC /  BATON  ROUGE 


REV  JOSEPH  HAMILTON 
REV  ROBERT  L  BURGESS 

DR  CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 
REV  DOUGLAS  M  BAKER 
REV  H  STEVE  STEPHENS 
REV  KENNETH  R  BOWMAN 
REV  JOHN  DEREK  REESE 
REV  HAROLD  B  BABIN 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  SONYA  LARS 


JEFFERSON  UMC 
ST  ANDREW’S  UMC 
CLINTON  UMC 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 
LUTCHER  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 

LAKE  CHARLES 

ROANOKE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
BRANCH  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ LKCHAS 
OAK  PARK  UMC 
FIRST  UMC /  LEESVILLE 
WESLEY  UMC/  SULPHUR 
MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 

REV  MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 
JONES  UMC  REV  MARVETTE  J  THOMAS 

MONROE 

BARTHOLOMEW  UMC  REV  JO  ANN  SIMS 

FIRST  UMC /  MONROE  REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 

ST  PAUL’S  UMC  /  MONROE  REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 


ST  LUKE’S  UMC  REV  DARRYL  A  TATE 

MT  ZION  UMC /  NEW  ORLEANS 

REV  VICTOR  T  MCCULLOUGH 
BETHANY  UMC /  NEW  ORLEANS 

REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 

NORTH  SHORE 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UMC 

REV  ALAN  DEINSEL 
FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS 

REVWYBRA  PRICE 

LEE’S  LANDING  UMC 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC /  COVINGTON 
FIRST  UMC/  SLIDELL 
ALDERSGATE  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC 


REV  CAROL  R  RICHARDSON 
REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  G  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  JERRY  GHILBUN 
REVT  NICHOLS  EVANS,  JR 
REV  BRUCE  L  BROWN 
REV  ERNEST  E  SCOTT 


REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 

REV  ROBERT  E  HOLLIS 

REV  CHARLES  L  FLOYD 

REV  JON  E  TELLIFERO 

REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 

REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 

REV  DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 

REV  ROGER  H  TEMPLETON 

REV  CHRIS  BLANCHARD 

REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 


RUSTON 

MT  MARIAH  UMC 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
COLQUITT  UMC 
FIRST  UMC /  MINDEN 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 

SHREVEPORT 

BARKSDALE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC /  BOSSIER  CITY 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 


REV  RAY  R  SPILLER 
REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REV  ROBERT  D  HAYES 
REV  EDMUN  LEE  FRANKIE 
REV  J  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  A  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  BWIDEMAN 


REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL,  SR 
REVS  CHAS/FRANCES  FREEMAN 
REV  LARRY  G  MILLER 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  ELLEN  MONTEGUDO 
REV  JUDITH  DBAZER 
REV  BONITA  DAVIS 
REV  CARL  MUNYON 
REV  ROBERT  G  ROWLAND 
REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 
REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
REV  STEVEN  M  SPURLOCK 


FAITH  UMC 
NEWELLTON 

NEW  ORLEANS 

AURORA  UMC 
ST  MATTHEWS  UMC 
CORNERSTONE  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
METAIRIE  UMC 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC 


REV  STEVEN  R  KELLY 
TBS 


REV  HULENC  WARREN 
REV  H  A  HARRINGTON,  JR 
REV  JAMES  F  HAYNES 
REV  FRANKS  HARRIS  III 
REV  RHONDA  E  FEURTADO 
REV  M  EUGENE  FINNELL 


GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 

CHRIST  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
MANGUM  UMC 


SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
VIVIAN  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 


REV  LARRY  D  O’DELL 
DR  R  PAT  DAY 
REV  STEVEN  W  CARAWAY 
REV  W  MARK  STRICKLAND 
REV  BONITA  C  DAVIS 
REV  RAMONALYNN  BETHLEY 
REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
REV  DONNYRNEDD 
REV  GEORGE  L  THOMAS 
REV  DONNY  NEDD 


Igniting  Ministry  increasing  awareness  of  denomination  and  first-time  attendance 


NASFJVILLE,  Term.  (UMNS)  -  A  new 
study  indicates  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  national  advertising 
campaign  has  increased  public  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  denomination  as  well  as  first- 
time  attendance  at  local  churches. 

In  its  annual  evaluation  of  the 
church’s  Igniting  Ministry  campaign, 
Ventura,  Calif., -based  Bama  Research 
Group  said  “the  advertising  is  working  in 
part  because  it  combats  a  typical  chal¬ 
lenge  that  denominations  face:  indis¬ 
tinct  positioning.” 

Viewers  of  the  church’s  commercials 
have  a  significandy  stronger  favorable 
impression  of  the  denomination  than 
those  who  have  not  seen  the  ads, 
according  to  Bama.  The  study  highlights 
the  campaign’s  continued  encourage¬ 
ment  of  first-time  attendance  and  its 
building  of  positive  images  about  the 
church. 


People  who  have  seen  the  commer¬ 
cials  are  nearly  twice  as  likely  to  say 
United  Methodists  “are  there  for  people 
facing  personal  difficulty”  than  those 
who  have  not  seen  the  ads,  the  Bama 
report  said.  Those  viewers  are  also  much 
more  likely  to  say  the  church  helps  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  communities,  accepts  people 
from  different  walks  of  life,  and  shows 
care  and  support  for  its  members,  the 
report  said. 

Since  the  campaign’s  launch  in  2001, 
first-time  attendance  is  up  14  percent  at 
the  churches  surveyed,  while  overall 
worship  attendance  has  increased  by  6 
percent. 

“Igniting  Ministry  is  having  a  greater 
impact  than  we  expected  upon  the 
lifestyle  of  our  congregations,”  said  the 
Rev.  Steve  Horswill-Johnston,  a  staff 
executive  at  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  director  of  the 


Igniting  Ministry  effort. 

The  $20  million  initiative,  approved 
by  the  church  in  2000,  is  aimed  at  raising 
awareness  of  the  denomination  through 
a  series  of  cable  television  commercials 
and  other  advertising.  National  com¬ 
mercials  are  aired  during  the  Easter, 
Christmas  and  back-to-school  periods. 

Bama’s  analysis  said  “awareness  of 
the  campaign  is  excellent  - 18  percent, 
statistically  even  with  the  four-year  goal 
of  20  percent.” 

"The  advertising  is  effectively  com¬ 
municating  with  those  who  are  either 
dissatisfied  with  their  current  church 
experience  or  looking  for  a  church  to 
belong  to,”  the  study  reported. 

The  research  involved  telephone 
interviews  with  1,202  adults  in 
Baltimore,  Raleigh-Durham,  N.C., 
Indianapolis,  San  Antonio,  and  Portland, 
Ore.,  and  data  from  149  churches  across 


the  country.  The  telephone  interviews 
were  conducted  with  people  identified 
as  “seekers”  -  people  seeking  spiritual 
fulfillment,  including  those  who  are 
“unchurched,”  marginally  churched  or 
church  attendees. 

“Local  churches  are  connecting  with 
this  special  group  of  newcomers  in  ways 
previously  not  possible  because  of  the 
messages  we  are  producing,”  Horswill- 
Johnston  said. 

“It  shows  that  when  significant  local 
church  efforts  are  combined  with  a  con¬ 
sistent  presence  in  public  media,  it 
opens  up  real  possibilities  for  disciple¬ 
making.” 

Horswill-Johnston  attributes  the 
increase  in  first-time  attendance  at 
United  Methodist  church  services  to 
congregations  working  better  to  under¬ 
stand  newcomers,  as  well  as  sharpening 
their  welcoming  skills  and  local  visibility. 


Important  Dates! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 

General  Conference 

April  27-May  7 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

La.  Annual  Conference 
June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 
Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 


'One  Great  Hour' 
supports  UMCOR 

Remember  to  give  generously  dur¬ 
ing  “  The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing” 
offering  scheduled  for  March  21. 

This  special  offering  undergirds 
UMCOR’s  entire  ministry.  For  more 
information  about  UMCOR’s  work, 
visit:  gbgm-umc.org/umcor. 

UMM  charter  up  for 
re-certification  now 

The  first  of  the  year  is  designated 
as  United  Methodist  Men  charter  re¬ 
certification  period.  A  form  used  for 
this  purpose  can  be  obtained  at 
http://www.gcumm.org/Commission 
/  CHRTRFRM.html. 


Supporting 
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Petitions  top  1 500  as  2004  General  Conference  approaches 


(UMNS)-When  United  Methodists 
meet  this  spring  for  their  quadrennial 
legislative  session,  they  will  have  to  sort 
through  approximately  1,500  to  1,600 
petitions  submitted  by  church  agencies, 
regional  conferences  and  other  groups 
and  individuals. 

The  total  number  of  petitions  for  the 
2004  General  Conference  -  which  cover 
everything  from  topics  like  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  abortion  to  concerns  over  church 
structure  and  pension  plans  to  proce¬ 


dural  issues  such  as  selection  of  future 
General  Conference  delegates  -  will  be 
down  slightly  from  the  2000  meeting, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Gary  Graves, 
General  Conference  petitions  secretary. 

As  of  late  January,  Graves  had  tallied 
up  1,200  petitions  and  was  still  process¬ 
ing  another  250  e-mails  with  petitions. 
The  petitions  are  expected  to  be  avail¬ 
able  online  soon  after  a  print  version  of 
the  Advance  Daily  Christian  Advocate, 
which  contains  the  petitions  and  other 


pertinent  information  about  General 
Conference,  is  mailed  to  conference  del¬ 
egates.” 

This  was  a  year  of  transition  for  us 
because  we  were  developing  and  using, 
for  the  first  time,  the  new  computer  sys¬ 
tem,”  Graves  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

Computers  were  first  used  to  track 
legislation  during  the  1992  General 

See  General  Conference,  page  2 


Heaven  on  Wheels 


At  the  Evangelism  Leadership  Summit  of  the  Americas  in  Cuba,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  gathered  with  leaders  of  World 
Methodism  from  Cuba,  Costa  Rica  and  the  United  States.  Above,  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World  Evangelism  director  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  and  Cuban  Methodist  Bishop  Ricardo  Pereira  bless  the  final  ten  of  500  "evangebicys"that  enable  pastors 
to  provide  worship  and  pastoral  services  to  hundreds  of  new  house  churches  throughout  the  country. 


World  Methodist  leaders  gather  for  evangelism  summit 


More  than  120  Methodist  and 
Wesleyan  leaders  from  20  countries  of 
North  America,  South  America, 
Central  America,  and  the  Caribbean  - 
including  17  bishops  and  heads  of 
churches  representing  26 
Wesleyan/Methodist  denominations 
-  came  together  in  Havana,  Cuba 
under  the  auspices  of  the  World 
Evangelism  division  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  the  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  Institute  at 


Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  to  final¬ 
ize  plans  for  a  two-year,  unified, 
World  Methodist  Evangelism 
Emphasis  within  the  130 
Wesleyan/Methodist  denominations 
around  the  world. 

Episcopal  leader  for  the  La. 
Conference,  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  was  among  those  in 
attendance. 

“The  Methodist/Wesleyan  move¬ 


ment  around  the  world  is  uniquely 
equipped  to  reach  out  and  share  the 
love  of  Jesus  Christ  to  a  world  that 
urgently  needs  it.  The  movement  is 
motivated.  The  movement  is  trained. 
The  movement  is  infused  with  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  ready  to 
experience  the  greatest  revival  in  the 
Christian  church  in  three  centuries,” 
said  Dr.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  World  Director 

See  Evangelism,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Accomplishing  Great  Things  for  Christ 


On  Tuesday,  January  6, 2004 1  flew 
out  of  Baton  Rouge  with  my  final  des¬ 
tination  being  Havana,  Cuba.  I  had 
the  joyous  privilege  of  being  part  of  a 
120  member  delegation  that  gathered 
in  Havana  under  the  leadership  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  to  celebrate 
Methodism  in  the  Americas.  Leaders 
from  North  America,  Central  America, 
South  America  and  the  Caribbean 
came  together  to  strategize,  learn, 
worship  and  celebrate  the  Methodist 
heritage  that  is  spread  throughout  this 
vast  area  of  the  world.  It  was  a  stimu¬ 
lating,  encouraging,  and  powerful 
meeting.  Just  being  a  part  of  the 
Cuban  church  for  nine  days  was  a 
blessing  within  itself.  This  is  a  church 
that  is  truly  “on  fire”  with  the  power  of 
God’s  Holy  Spirit. 

We  had  the  joy  of  worshiping  in 
several  Cuban  Methodist  churches  and 
of  experiencing  the  vitality  of  the 
renewal  they  are  undergoing.  Seeing 
packed  church  buildings,  eager  faces, 
people  standing  outside  looking  in 
because  there  was  no  room  inside  was 
sometliing  to  behold.  And  the  spiritu¬ 
al  energy  that  came  forth  from  the 
pastors  and  the  laity  was  contagious. 
We  literally  danced  in  the  aisles  as  we 
sang  great  songs  of  joy  and  as  we 
heard  powerful  preaching.  I  came 
home  nine  days  later  renewed  in  spirit 
and  encouraged  that  the  church  is 
alive  and  well! 

While  I  was  away  in  Cuba  you  in 
Louisiana  were  accomplishing  great 
things  for  Christ  as  well.  You  were 
gathering  in  the  final  dollars  that  fund 
the  qpportionments  of  our  church  that 
help  make  mission  such  as  that  in 
Cuba  possible.  Wliile  none  of  our  dol¬ 
lars  go  directly  there  because  of  the 
political  realities  that  exist  between 
our  nation  and  theirs,  our  dollars  do 
go  all  over  the  world  to  places  similar 
to  Cuba,  making  it  possible  for  people 
to  hear  the  gospel  of  Christ  in  their 
own  languages  and  in  their  own  cul¬ 
ture.  And  those  exciting  places  are 
bursting  with  new  life  and  new  disci¬ 
ples  for  Jesus!  In  fact,  the  greatest 
growth  in  the  church  today  is  in  that 
part  of  the  world  that  is  south  of  North 
America  and  Europe. 

I  am  so  proud  of  our  churches  for 
your  faithfulness  to  the  mission  of 
Christ  as  funded  through  the  appor¬ 
tionments.  Even  in  the  difficult  eco¬ 
nomic  climate  we  faced  this  past  year, 
we  still  paid  our  apportionments  as  a 
Conference  at  95.91%!  That  is  fantastic 


news.  Lake  Charles 
and  Ruston 
Districts  paid  at 
100+  % !  That  is  a 
phenomenal 
record.  Others 
were  right  on  their 
heels.  Alexandria 
paid  at  99.32%; 
Baton  Rouge  at 
98.92%;  and 
Monroe  at  97.67%. 
Following  close 
behind  were  North 
Shore  at  95.38%;  Shreveport  at  94.96%; 
Acadiana  at  90.65%;  and  New  Orleans 
at  88.28%.  Most  of  our  shortfall  was 
related  to  only  SEVEN  churches  in  the 
whole  Conference  and  I  fully  believe 
those  churches  will  have  an  improved 
record  at  the  end  of  2004. 

While  we  were  doing  exceedingly 
well  with  our  dollars,  we  were  doing 
even  better  with  winning  new  disciples 
for  Jesus  Christ.  We  ended  the  year 
2003  with  a  gain  of  239  more  members 
than  in  2002!  In  a  country  where  the 
number  of  members  continues  in 
decline,  it  is  a  privilege  to  serve  in  a 
Conference  that  shows  a  MEMBER¬ 
SHIP  GAIN!!  Five  of  our  Districts  ( 
Acadiana,  Baton  Rouge,  Monroe,  New 
Orleans,  North  Shore)  showed  gains. 
Congratulations  to  all  of  them.  Our 
other  Districts  only  showed  small  loss¬ 
es  and  I  am  convinced  we  can  ALL 
show  GAINS  in  2004! 

As  we  begin  a  new  year  let  us  open 
our  hearts  and  minds  to  the  leading  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  ask  for  God’s  guid¬ 
ance  as  to  how  we  can  best  serve  in 
God’s  Kingdom.  Every  member  we 
gain  in  our  church  stands  for  another 
disciple  for  Jesus  Christ.  Every  dollar 
we  raise  for  mission  and  apportion¬ 
ments,  means  another  life  touched  for 
Jesus  Christ.  Thank  you  for  who  you 
are  and  for  your  faithfulness  to  the 
gospel  mandate  to  go  into  all  the 
world,  making  disciples  of  all  nations, 
baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
that  Jesus  has  commanded.  And 
remember  this,  He  is  with  us  always,  to 
the  close  of  the  age. 

What  a  beautiful  journey!  What  a 
privilege  to  share  it  with  you! 

fen 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


La.  Now!  available  in  entirety  on  Conference  web  site 


The  Communications 
Department  is  proud  to  announce 
that  digitized  issues  of  Louisiana 
Now!  are  now  accessible  through  the 
Conference  website. 

Simply  go  to  www.la-umc.org  on 
the  web,  and  the  latest  edition  of 
your  Conference  paper  can  be 


accessed  through  an  icon  on  the 
Conference  homepage. 

Pastors,  please  pass  this  informa¬ 
tion  along  to  your  congregations  so 
that  more  United  Methodists  can 
read  the  “news,  opportunities  and 
witness  of  La.  Conference 
Ministries.” 


Methodist  Hospital 

Fred  Young,  CEO  of  The 
Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation,  recently  spoke  with 
Louisiana  Now!  about  a  joint  ven¬ 
ture  between  Universal  Health 
Services,  Inc.  (UHS)  and  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  out  of 
New  Orleans. 

The  new  legal  entity  is  Pendleton 
Methodist  Hospital,  LLC,  d/b/a 
Methodist  Hospital. 

The  third  largest  company  of  its 
kind  in  this  country,  UHS  operates 
health  care  facilities  worldwide. 
“This  company  has  a  track  record  of 
establishing  community  hospital 
identity,  and  we  knew  that  was  criti¬ 
cal  for  our  patients  and  the  commu¬ 
nity,”  said  Young. 

The  agreement,  which  was  set¬ 
tled  on  December  31,  gives  UHS 
controlling  interest  of  the  hospital. 
The  Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation  still  owns  interest  in  the 
new  joint  venture,  and  is  provided 
representation  with  seats  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  and  the  Advisory 
Board.  “This  step  will  ensure  that 
certain  benefits  to  the  community 


enters  joint  venture 

continue  to  be  there,”  said  Young. 

The  new  arrangement  calls  for 
the  Foundation  to  assign  chaplains 
and  to  oversee  the  clinical  pastoral 
care  program. 

The  Foundation  has  been  in  exis¬ 
tence  since  the  early  ‘80’s,  imple¬ 
menting  fundraising,  and  providing 
corporate  services  to  the  hospital 
and  related  entities. 

The  group  will  continue  fundrais¬ 
ing  efforts,  manage  its  interest  in  the 
venture,  and  will  continue  to  oper¬ 
ate  and  expand  its  existing  school- 
based  health  center  program  for 
Orleans  parish  schools.  The 
Foundation  will  also  continue  its 
physician’s  billing  service,  and  will 
own  a  one  third  interest  in  it’s  home 
health  agency. 

“In  the  future,  looking  18  months 
out,  we  will  redefine  our  fundraising 
program,  and  identify  potential  can¬ 
didates  for  grants  in  our  continuing 
efforts  to  improve  the  health  status 
of  the  community. 

“We  will  also  be  looking  at  addi¬ 
tional  opportunities  for  business  ven¬ 
tures  related  to  health  care,”  he  said. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ 

Address  _ 

Telephone _ 

Church _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,(225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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to  aid  umcor  appeal  General  Conference, 


from  page  7 


Bishop  calls  on  districts 

Dear  Colleagues  in  Christ, 

I  am  asking  that  each  District 
respond  immediately  to  the  Emergency 
Appeal  from  UMCOR  for  material 
resources.  Listed  below  are  requests  for 
each  district.  Please  collect  as  many  of 
the  item  listed  by  district  and  have  them 
sent  to  UMCOR  by  Ash  Wednesday  (Feb. 
25).  Districts  may  want  to  consider  this 
a  Lousiana  "March  Gras”  Appeal.  We 
want  this  to  be  a  super  success  to  help 
those  in  need. 

Acadiana — Tooth  paste  (4.5  oz  of  larg¬ 
er) 

Alexandria —  Metal  nail  files  (no 
emery  boards)  or  fingernail  clippers  (no 
toenail  clippers) 

Baton  Rouge — Soap  (bath  size  bars- 
no  sample  size)  and  Terry  cloth  hand 
towels  (15”  X25”  or  16”X27”) 

Lake  Charles — Ruled  paper  (pad,  spi¬ 
ral,  or  loose  leaf) 

Monroe —  Pencil  sharpeners  (plain, 


UMM  to  sponsor  retreat 

A  Men’s  Retreat  has  been  slated  for 
May  7-8  at  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

Burl  Cain  will  be  the  keynote  speaker 
for  this  Conference-wide  event. 

Workshops  for  the  Men’s  Retreat 
include: 

Forming  a  Disaster  Response  Team, 
Trusting  God  with  Managing  Your 
Personal  Finances,  Prison  Ministries, 


small,  individual  sharpeners  with  no 
emblems) 

New  Orleans — Cloth  baby  diapers 
(cloth  only — no  disposable  diapers) 

North  Shore — Sewing  scissors  (adult 
size  for  cutting  fabric) 

Ruston — Baby  blankets  (receiving 
blankets) 

Shreveport — Children’s  blunt  scissors 

For  every  kit,  or  for  every  10  items 
donated,  $1.00  is  needed  to  pay  for  ship¬ 
ping  to  the  designated  location.  If  mak¬ 
ing  monetary  donations,  please  make 
the  checks  for  shipping  out  to  “UMCOR 
Sager  Brown”  with  the  word  “shipping" 
on  the  memo  line. 

Mail  the  checks  separately  from  the 
kits  or  materials  to:  UMCOR  Sager 
Brown,  RO.  Box  850,  101  Sager  Brown 
Road,  Baldwin,  LA  70514. 

In  Christ’s  Love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 


May  7-8  in  Woodworth 

The  Power  of  Prayer,  The  Genealogy  of 
Jesus:  You  Thought  Your  Family  was 
Dysfunctional!,  Evangelism  as  a  Local 
Ministry,  and  Sager  Brown  Ministry. 

All  men  and  pastors  are  encouraged 
to  participate  in  this  event. 

For  additional  information  on  the 
retreat,  please  contact  Billy  Bridges  at 
(225)  291-1 646  or  visit  the  Web  at 
www.lcumm.org. 


Conference  in  Louisville,  under  a  system 
designed  by  John  Brawn,  a  lay  person 
and  volunteer  from  San  Jose,  Calif.  “Prior 
to  that,  it  was  typewriters  and  carbon 
paper,”  Graves  pointed  out. 

But  that  system,  which  was  DOS- 
based,  became  outdated,  he  added,  and 
a  development  company  was  hired  to 
create  a  new  legislative-tracking  system 
for  the  2004  General  Conference. 

“The  technical  parts  have  slowed  us 
down  at  times,”  he  said,  but  the  overall 
benefit  “will  be  very  good  for  the  future.” 

Part  of  the  challenge  of  sorting  the 
incoming  petitions  was  the  problem  of 
people  sending  the  same  petition  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  forms  -  regular  mail,  e-mail 
and  fax. 

The  message  for  submitters  to  the 
2008  General  Conference,  Graves  said, 
would  be  “choose  one  form  of  submis¬ 
sion,  preferably  e-mail.” 

Of  the  500  e-mails  received,  most  had 
anywhere  from  two  to  25  attachments  of 
various  petitions,  which  also  took  time 
to  sort.  Graves  was  pleased  that  about 
half  of  those  who  sent  petitions  by  regu¬ 
lar  mail  included  a  downloadable 
diskette,  as  requested. 

Graves  said  he  received  25  or  fewer 
petitions  from  church  members  or  bod¬ 
ies  outside  the  United  States,  but  noted 
that  church  boards  and  agencies  filed 
most  of  the  petitions  dealing  with  issues 
related  to  the  Central  Conferences. 

When  it  comes  to  petition  submis¬ 
sions,  official  church  bodies  do  not  nec¬ 
essarily  receive  preferential  treatment. 
‘Anything  that  is  proposed  by  individu¬ 
als,  as  long  as  it  is  actually  requesting  an 
action  of  the  Discipline,  those  get  equal 
attention,”  he  noted. 

If  a  petition  was  ruled  invalid  because 
the  petitioner  was  requesting  something 
that  is  not  an  action  of  General 
Conference,  “we  did  our  best  here  to 
refer  that  issue  to  the  appropriate  wing 
of  the  church”  as  well  as  contact  the  sub¬ 
mitter  about  the  referral,  he  said. 

The  link  to  the  General  Conference 
petitions  will  be  available  at 
www.umc.org,  the  official  denomina¬ 
tional  Web  site. 

According  to  Graves,  there  was  no 
particular  issue  that  dominated  the 
majority  of  petitions.  As  in  past  quad¬ 
rennial  meetings,  a  “good  bit”  of  legisla¬ 
tion  was  submitted  relating  to  the  issues 
of  homosexuality  and  abortion,  as  well 
as  the  issue  of  same-sex  unions. 

The  legislation  ranges  from  maintain¬ 
ing  the  denomination’s  current  positions 
on  those  topics  to  altering  the  positions 
in  a  number  of  ways.Spurring  the  debate 
on  homosexuality  -  a  controversial  issue 
for  every  General  Conference  since  1972 
-  will  be  the  recent  election  of  an  openly 
gay  bishop  in  the  Episcopal  Church  and 
a  United  Methodist  Judicial  Council 
decision  regarding  an  openly  gay  clergy- 
woman  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference.  The  Rev.  Karen  Dammann 
now  faces  a  clergy  trial,  as  yet  to  be 
scheduled,  and  possible  loss  of  creden¬ 
tials. 

Some  petitions  relate  directly  to 
church  structure  as  outlined  in  the 
denomination’s  law  book,  The  Book  of 
Discipline.  The  previous  General 
Conference,  for  example  had  asked  the 
United  Methodist  General  Council  on 


Ministries  to  “determine  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  design  for  the  work  of  the  general 
agencies”  and  propose  legislation  for 
2004. 

The  council’s  proposal  is  that  of  a 
“Connectional  Table”  that  would  “inte¬ 
grate  and  synthesize”  its  work  and  the 
work  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration.  Details  are  available 
at  www.gcom-umc.org,  the  council’s 
Web  site. 

Graves  said  he  had  received  one  alter¬ 
native  proposal  so  far  to  the 
“Connectional  Table”  proposalA  large 
number  of  petitions  were  received  in 
support  of  the  Women’s  Division,  a  part 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  the  administrative  body 
of  United  Methodist  Women. 

But  other  petitions,  he  added, 
requested  “some  significant  changes  in 
the  Women’s  Division  and  in  local 
church  women’s  ministries.” 

The  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits  has  submit¬ 
ted  proposals  to  change  the  retirement 
programs  for  clergy  and  for  employees 
of  church  boards  and  agencies. 

“It’s  rewriting  the  entire  existing  doc¬ 
ument  into  a  new  form,”  Graves  said. 

The  pensions  board  also  has  pro¬ 
posed  alternate  changes  to  the  existing 
programs  if  the  new  programs  are  not 
accepted  and  individuals  have  filed  peti¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  pensions  issue,  he 
noted. 

Both  individuals  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  have  submitted  petitions  related 
to  the  creation  of  a  denomination-wide 
health  care  plan. 

Petitions  relating  to  formulas  for 
selecting  jurisdictional  delegates  and  the 
status  of  local  pastors  also  have  been 
filed. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  recommends  a  general 
funds  budget  of  $585.7  million  for  the 
next  four-year  period,  which  reflects  a 
7.3  percent  increase. 

That  proposal  does  not  include  funds 
for  Igniting  Ministry  or  some  other  spe¬ 
cial  mission  initiatives.  As  a  cost-cutting 
measure,  the  council  also  is  recom¬ 
mending  disciplinary  changes  that 
would  reduce  the  number  of  bishops  eli¬ 
gible  for  election  in  the  United  States.To 
continue  Igniting  Ministry,  its  church¬ 
wide  advertising  campaign,  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on 
Communication  is  requesting  $33.5  mil¬ 
lion  to  continue  its  core  program  and 
$5.4  million  for  a  new  youth  component 
of  the  program. 

Other  mission  initiatives  seeking 
approval  and  funding  include  a  global 
education  fund,  a  new  division  on  min¬ 
istries  with  young  people  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Board  of  Discipleship,  continu¬ 
ing  programs  for  various  ethnic  min¬ 
istries  and  new  emphases  on  mission  in 
Africa  and  Latin  America. 

Task  forces  and  study  committees 
mandated  by  the  2000  General 
Conference  will  present  reports  on  Holy 
Communion,  bioethics  and  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  science  and  theology. 

Among  a  variety  of  other  issues  cov¬ 
ered  by  petitions  are  the  death  penalty, 
separation  of  church  and  state,  terror¬ 
ism,  ratification  of  U.N.  treaties  and 
humanitarian  intervention. 


Clergy  Spiritual  Transformation  retreat  set 


The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  is  sponsoring  a  Spiritual 
Transformation  Retreat  for  clergy 
March  23-25,  at  St.  Joseph  Abbey  in 
Covington. 

Participants  can  enjoy  a  true 
retreat,  including  solitude,  worship, 
quiet  time  and  prayer. 

Consultations  with  Director  Craig 
Gilliam  are  available  if  desired. 

Cost  is  $125.  Openings  are  limited. 

Send  name,  address,  phone  num¬ 
ber,  e-mail  address,  and  check  for 
$125  madeout  to  The  Louisiana 


Conference  to: 

The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 
Please  indicate  that  you  are  regis¬ 
tering  for  the  Abbey  Retreat. 

Questions?  Call  Rev.  Craig  Gilliam 
at  (504)  393-0309  or  Shannon 
Sandifer  at(225)  346-1646. 

This  retreat  is  designed  for  those 
who  have  completed  Track  One  or 
Track  Two  of  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness. 


Churches  that  paid  100  percent  of  apportionments 


The  following  church  was  left  off 
the  listing  of  churches  that  paid  100% 
of  apportionments. 

The  list  ran  in  the  Jan.  30  issue  of 
Louisiana  Now!: 


St.  Peter  UMC,  Maringouin 
Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

Thanks  to  St.  Peter  UMC  and  all  of 
the  other  churches  that  worked  so 
hard  to  meet  their  goals. 


Contribute  seeds  to  Ohio  gardening  program 


Spring  is  not  too  far  off,  meaning  that 
Jackson  Area  Ministries  is  seeking  pota¬ 
to,  vegetable  seed  and  tomato  plants. 

For  many  years  congregations,  UMW 
units,  church  classes,  other  groups  and 
individuals  have  sent  their  seed  packets 
and  financial  donations  to  J.  A.  M. 

(Green  Thumb  Garden  and  Marketing 
Project). 

Together  in  2004  we  enable  over  1,327 
individuals  and/or  family  units  to  grow 
their  own  produce. 

If  each  garden  were  to  net  just  $200 


worth  of  food,  then  the  value  of  the 
combined  contributions  would  come  to 
$265,400.  (estimated) 

Remember  us  this  growing  season. 
Fourteen  counties  in  Southeast  Ohio  will 
be  participating  in  the  project. 

Send  your  seeds  and/or  donations  to 
Jam  Gardening,  R  O.  Box  603  (6 
Cambrian  Ave.),  Jackson,  Ohio  45640.  A 
brochure,  bulletin  insert  and  other  infor¬ 
mation  is  available  from  the  office, 
(phone:  (740)  286-1320).  Seed  deadline 
is  April  15. 
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Several  United  Methodist  scholarships  offered 


Every  pastor,  youth  director,  youth 
coordinator  and  Christian  education 
director  of  every  church  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  recently  received  a  mailing 
detailing  dozens  of  scholarship  opportu¬ 
nities  for  young  United  Methodists  who 
are  college-bound. 

Students  and  parents  should  ask  to 
see  this  valuable  information,  if  you 
have  not  already  looked  at  it. 

Highlighted  here  are  just  a  few  of  the 
scholarships  offered  in  the  packet: 

-  Daughenbaugh/Matheny 
Scholarship,  application  deadline  March 
1;  send  to  the  Conference  Chairperson 
Dr.  Sarah  Kreutziger,  135  E.  Livingston 
PI.  Metairie,  LA  70005. 

-  Annual  Conference  Scholars 
Program,  application  deadline  May  1 
(obtain  form  from  Nancy  M.  Carruth, 

R  O.  Box  267,  Bunkie,  LA  71322). 

-  Leonard  M.  Perryman 
Communication  Scholarship,  applica¬ 


tion  deadline  March  15. 

Two  very  unique  opportunities  exist 
for  racial  ethnic  minorities  who  are 
graduate  students  or  recently  graduated 
from  college  or  seminary. 

The  Stoody-West  Fellowship  is  a 
$6,000  award  for  a  United  Methodist  stu¬ 
dent  in  their  post-graduate  study  at  an 
accredited  U.  S.  college  or  university 
who  intends  on  pursuing  a  career  in  reli¬ 
gion  journalism. 

The  Judith  Weidman  Racial  Ethnic 
Minority  Fellowship  is  awarded  to  one 
recent  college/ seminary  graduate  each 
year.  The  recipient  will  spend  a  year 
being  mentored  and  working  as  part  of  a 
communications  staff  in  an  annual  con¬ 
ference  office  in  the  United  States,  and 
will  receive  a  $30,000  salary  and  benefits. 
Candidates  must  be  United  Methodist  to 
quality. 

Visit  www.umcom.org  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 


March  retreat  to  focus  on  helping  camp  leaders 


Adults  serving  on  summer  church 
camp  staffs  are  invited  to  participate  in  a 
camp  leaders  retreat  to  be  held  at  the  La. 
Conference  Center  on  Sunday  evening 
and  Monday,  March  14-15. 

Check-in  for  the  retreat  will  begin  at  5 
p.m.  on  Sunday,  with  dinner  at  6  p.m. 
Sunday  evening  will  include  fellowship 
sharing  of  information  from  each  of  the 
camps  and  a  worship  service. 

Terry  Everitt  and  Greg  Martin  of 
Camp  Tanako,  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  will  lead 
the  group  during  two  Monday  morning 
sessions  on  models  for  summer  camp 
and  staff  training.  After  lunch,  there  will 


be  an  opportunity  for  leaders  to  spend 
time  planning  for  2004  camps  and  a 
closing  exercise. 

Cost  of  the  retreat,  including 
overnight  accomodations  and  three 
meals,  is  $58  per  person  for  double 
occupancy,  and  $74  for  single  occupan¬ 
cy. 

Registrations  can  be  made  by  con¬ 
tacting  Rev.  Bill  Moon  at  First  UMC, 
Winnsboro  at  (318)  435-4392;  fax  (318) 
435-4399;  or  e-mail  HYPERLINK  mail- 
to.wborofumc@3g.quik.com  wboro- 
fumc@3g.quik.com.  The  mailing  address 
is  1502  West  St.,  Winnsboro,  LA  71295. 


Centenary  youth  leadership  conference  slated 


The  Centenary  Youth  Leadership 
Conference  will  be  held  March  26-28  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  The 
conference  is  for  United  Methodist 
sophomore  and  juniors  who  are  active 
in  their  local  United  Methodist  church 
or  district  or  Conference  youth  activities. 


Youth  who  are  interested  in  becom¬ 
ing  better  leaders  in  their  churches, 
schools  and  communities  should  come 
to  this  event. 

For  more  information,  call  (800)  259- 
6447  or  e-mail 
mmcdowel@centenary.edu. 


Church  responds  to  growing  ethnic  populations 

PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  -  In  diverse  The  five  ethnic  initiatives  will  seek 


ways,  five  United  Methodist  initiatives 
are  leading  the  church’s  response  to  the 
growth  of  ethnic  populations  around  the 
world. 

Responding  to  the  growing  needs  of 
such  cultural  groups  was  a  focus  of  “The 
Ethnic  Initiatives:  Looking  Ahead,”  a  Jan. 
31  panel  discussion  at  the  Pre-General 
Conference  News  Briefing  in  Pittsburgh. 
The  briefing,  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  brought 
together  280  church  journalists,  first- 
elected  delegates  and  others  to  focus  on 
issues  that  will  come  before  the  2004 
General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Mark  Nakagawa,  panel  mod¬ 
erator,  pointed  out  that  the  2000  U.S. 
Census  found  three  out  of  every  four 
people  in  the  United  States  is  a  person  of 
color. 

“The  growth  edges  for  this  millenni¬ 
um,  for  this  century,  will  come  from 
racial-ethnic  communities,”  he  said. 
“Therefore,  the  growth  edges  of  our 
church  will  come  from  these  communi¬ 
ties  as  well.  These  initiatives  are  a  gift  to 
the  church.” 


continued  funding  for  the  next  four 
years  when  the  General  Conference 
meets  in  Pittsburgh,  April  27-May  7.  The 
programs,  and  the  amounts  they  are 
seeking,  are:  Native  American 
Comprehensive  Plan,  $1.3  million. 

Asian  American  Language  Ministry, 
$1.8  million. 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for 
the  21st  Century,  $2.27  million. 

Korean  American  National  Plan,  $3.3 
million. 

National  Plan  for  Hispanic  Ministry, 
$3.8  million. 

Instead  of  making  individual  presen¬ 
tations  on  each  of  their  initiatives,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  five  ethnic  programs 
spoke  about  what  their  ministries  are 
accomplishing  as  a  group. 

"Together  the  ethnic  initiatives  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  putting  on 
the  armor  of  light,”  said  Cheryl 
Stevenson,  coordinator  of  Strengthening 
the  Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century. 

"Healing  and  rebirth  in  congregations 
and  communities  are  the  images  of  the 
ethnic  initiatives,”  she  said. 


— 


The  John  Wesley  youth  Praise  Team,  top,  and  the  First  Street  Youth  Choir  per¬ 
formed  at  a  recent  fundraiser  for  the  Daughenbaugh/Matheny  Scholarship. 


New  Orleans  District 

Centenary  College  and  Dillard 
University  Methodist  students’  odds 
increased  for  receiving  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarship  due  to  the  efforts  of  the 
clergy  and  laity  of  the  District. 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  20,  approxi¬ 
mately  108  persons  gathered  at 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  to 
attend  a  breakfast  sponsored  by  the 
laity  to  raise  funds  for  the  D.M. 
Scholarship  Fund. 

Rev.  Hadley  R.  Edwards  enthusias¬ 
tically  welcomed  everyone  and  per¬ 
sons  attending  were  blessed  with  a 
program  that  provided  variety.  A  deli¬ 
cious  breakfast  prepared  by  the 
Willing  Workers  of  Bethany  UMC 
under  the  direction  of  Thelma 
Blackmon  was  served. 

Two  D.M.  scholarship  recipients 
from  Dillard  University,  Chantel 
Conrad  and  Ms.  Monica  Sangster 
shared  information  about  them¬ 
selves  and  provided  tips  for  doing 
well  in  college. 

The  John  Wesley  youth  Praise 
Team  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Helena  Wright  Butler  rendered  uplift¬ 
ing  and  spiritual  instrumental  musi¬ 
cal  selections  that  drew  arousing 


supports  scholarship 

applause. 

Following  the  John  Wesley  group 
on  the  program  was  the  First  Street 
Youth  Choir  directed  by  Ada  Green. 

The  group  sang  songs  that 
touched  the  heart  and  prompted 
individuals  to  say,  “I  wish  they  would 
sing  that  song  again.” 

Persons  attending  received 
brochures  on  all  of  the  scholarships 
offered  in  Louisiana  (TOPS)  and 
Financial  Aid  (FASA)  information  on 
other  scholarships  offered  by  the 
Methodist  Church  etc.  and  grade 
point  average  requirements  for 
receiving  scholarships  were  dis¬ 
cussed.  The  program  ended  with 
Grace  Johnson  requesting  the  audi¬ 
ence  to  repeat  inspiring  words  from 
her  original  masterpiece  on  caring. 

Evelyn  Clark  is  Chairperson  of  the 
New  Orleans  District  Laity  and 
Evelyn  Martin  is  Chairperson  of  the 
Daughenbaugh  Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund.  The  deadline  for 
applying  for  the  D.M.  Scholarship  is 
March  1. 

All  applications  must  be  sent  to 
the  Conference  Chairperson  Dr. 
Sarah  Kreutziger,  135  E.  Livingston 
PI.  Metairie,  LA  70005. 
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Rev.  Maxie  Dunham  and  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  prepare  to  baptize  a  Cuban  woman  during  a 
mass  baptism  service  held  at  the  recent  Evangelism  Leadership  Summit  in  Cuba.  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson,  below  at  center,  was  among  Methodist  leaders  from  Cuba,  Costa 
Rica  and  the  United  States  attending  the  summit. 


Evangelism, 

of  World  Methodist  Evangelism,  at  the 
Evangelism  Leadership  Summit  for  the 
Methodist  Movement  in  the  Americas 
held  in  Havana,  Cuba,  Jan.7-14. 

“The  Evangelism  Leadership  Summit 
is  being  held  in  Cuba,”  said  Dr.  Winston 
Worrell,  Director  of  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Institute,  “so  the  evangelism 
leaders  from  throughout  the  America’s 
can  personally  witness  the  explosive, 
joy-filled  revival  happening  in  the  Cuban 
Methodist  Church.”  During  the  seven- 
day  Summit,  the  evangelism  leaders  fre- 
quendy  experienced  the  vitality  of  the 
Cuban  music  and  dance  of  Cuban  wor¬ 
ship,  attended  a  joyous  and  deeply  mov¬ 
ing  mass  baptism  of  more  than  200 
adults,  and  witnessed  what  many  recog¬ 
nized  as  “the  greatest  movement  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  since  the  early  Wesleyan 
revivals!” 

Cuban  Bishop  Ricardo  Pereira  said, 
“We  are  very  happy  that  this  historic 
meeting  of  the  Methodist  Movement  in 
the  Americas  has  been  in  Cuba.  We  are 
encouraged  so  much  by  the  presence  of 
these  leaders,”  and  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam, 
Chairperson  of  World  Evangelism,  World 
Methodist  Council,  said,  “This  is  a  pow¬ 
erful  gathering  of  leaders  from  the 
Movement  and  we  are  being  energized 
to  do  evangelism.” 

The  plans  for  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Emphasis  2004-2006,  initial¬ 
ly  developed  by  World  Evangelism’s 
Regional  Secretaries,  are  being  finalized 
in  a  series  of  Evangelism  Leadership 
Summits  in  all  of  the  world’s  continents 
in  response  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council  meeting  in 
2001  in  Brighton,  England  which  called 
“the  Methodist  people  around  the  world 
to  prayer  and  fasting  and  to  spreading 
the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ.”  Dr. 
George  Freeman,  General  Secretary  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  told  the 
delegates,  “We  are  being  renewed  in  our 
focus  to  spread  the  gospel  throughout 
the  world.” 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Summit  in 
Cuba,  Dr.  Fox  presented  the  delegates 
with  the  initial  plans  for  the  global 
Evangelism  Emphasis  and  called  on 
them  to  further  refine  and  expand  the 
plans  with  special  emphasis  on  the 
needs  within  the  Americas.  Worldwide, 
the  Methodist  movement  is  currendy 
growing  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
1,000,000  new  believers  annually  and 
the  plans  for  the  worldwide  Evangelism 
Emphasis  include  a  wide  range  of  activi¬ 
ties  and  events  aimed  at  doubling  this 
growth  rate  in  2004-2006. 

Developed  around  the  theme,  “That 
the  world  may  know  Jesus  Christ!”  the 
plans  for  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Emphasis  2004-2006 
includes  a  unifying  theme  logo  that  will 
be  available  in  many  languages  and  for¬ 
mats. 

In  addition,  the  first  highly  visible  ele¬ 
ment  of  the  Emphasis  will  be  a  world¬ 
wide  Bible  study  of  John  14,  15,  16,  and 
17  written  by  Bishop  Paulo  Lockmann  of 
Brazil.  The  introduction  of  the  study  in 
daily  teaching  sessions  by  Bishop 
Lockmann  was  a  highlight  of  the 
Summit. 

It  will  be  published  in  traditional,  dig¬ 
ital,  and  web-based  formats  in  dozens  of 
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languages  for  use  beginning  in  late  2004 
and  climaxing  during  the  Lent  to 
Pentecost  season  of  2005. 

The  plan  calls  for  a  series  of  Faith- 
Sharing  Workshops  aimed  at  equipping 
more  than  100,000  people  with  faith¬ 
sharing  skills  and  commitment  around 
the  world  and  the  production  of 
resources  in  multiple  languages  to 
encourage  worldwide  commitment  to 
the  Wesleyan  pattern  of  prayer  and  fast¬ 
ing. 

A  primary  focal  point  of  the  global 
Evangelism  Emphasis  plans  are  the  “Ten 
Days  of  Faith”  Celebrations  that  are 
planned  to  happen  around  the  world 
during  the  10  days  between  Pentecost 
and  Aldersgate,  2005.  Ten  high-visibility 
evangelistic  celebrations  will  happen  in 
10  consecutive  days  in  different  parts  of 
the  world.  These  high-visibility  events 
will  be  linked  together  and  will  include 
intense  faith-sharing  training,  local- 
church  evangelism  workshops,  and 
evangelism  leadership  training  through¬ 
out  the  world.  In  addition  to  the  large 
high-visibility  events,  thousands  of 
churches,  districts  and  conferences 
throughout  worldwide  Methodism  will 
be  provided  with  resources  to  hold  simi¬ 
lar  Ten  Days  of  Faith  Celebrations. 

Following  the  celebrations,  the  plans 
call  for  Methodists  in  every  part  of  the 
world  to  be  equipped,  trained  and  called 
to  a  full  year  of  intense  evangelistic  wit¬ 
ness  between  Pentecost  2005  and 
Pentecost  2006  in  130  nations  around 
the  world.  These  activities  will  be  organ¬ 
ized  and  shaped  to  specifically  meet  the 
needs  of  the  various  regions  of  the 
world.  In  addition,  during  this  period, 
worldwide  evangelistic  preaching  mis¬ 
sions  built  around  the  uniqueness  of 
God’s  action  in  the  Incarnation, 
Atonement,  Resurrection,  and  Pentecost 
events  are  planned  to  take  place  in  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  churches  worldwide. 

The  Order  of  the  FLAME,  a  United 
States  movement  which  has  provided 
focused  evangelism  training  and  motiva¬ 
tion  to  more  than  700  specially  selected 
young  pastors,  will  be  substantially 
expanded  to  provide  evangelism  leader¬ 
ship  on  all  continents  and  the  8th 
International  Christian  Youth 
Conference  on  Evangelism  scheduled  for 
July  19-26,  2005  in  Rio,  Brazil  will  be 
focused  on  the  “That  the  world  may 
know  Jesus  Christ!”  theme. 

Two  of  the  highest  moments  for  the 
delegates  to  the  Evangelism  Leadership 
Summit  in  the  Americas  involved  inter¬ 
action  with  the  Cuban  Methodists.  On 
Saturday,  Jan.  10, 52  clergy  and  bishops 
from  all  areas  of  the  Americas  joined 
Cuban  pastors  in  baptizing  more  than 
200  adults  in  a  single  outdoor  ceremony 
filled  with  vibrant  music,  dance  and 
prayer.  Observers  commented  on  the 
“explosion  of  joy  and  celebration  of  the 
Holy  Spirit”  that  shown  on  the  faces  of 
the  hundreds  gathered  for  the  celebra¬ 
tion. 

At  the  baptism  service,  Dr.  Fox  and 
Bishop  Pereira  blessed  the  final  ten  of 
500  new  bicycles  -  “Evangebicys”  -  that 
have  been  contributed  to  the  Cuban 
churches  through  World  Methodist 
Evangelism.  The  explosive  growth  in  the 
Cuban  Methodist  Church  (it  is  doubling 


in  size  every  year)  has  resulted  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  house  churches  and  the  Cuban 
Methodist  pastors  have  needed  more 
and  more  Evangebicys  to  itinerate 
between  these  churches  and  to  meet  the 
pastoral  needs  of  their  people. 

On  Sunday,  Jan.  11,  the  120  delegates 
to  the  Summit  spread  across  Havana  to 
worship  in  Cuban  Methodist  Churches. 

In  many  churches,  the  delegates  to  the 
Summit  served  as  guest  preachers  or 
liturgists  and,  in  most  cases,  the  dele¬ 
gates  from  throughout  the  Americas, 
gathered  with  the  local  congregations  for 
celebrational  meals  after  worship.  On 
Sunday  evening,  the  entire  summit  gath¬ 
ered  with  more  than  2,000  Cuban 
Methodists  at  the  congregation  at 
Bishop  Ricardo  Pereira’s  church  for  an 
evangelistic  pageantry  service  with 
preaching  by  AME  Bishop  John  Bryant, 
prayer,  singing,  and  dancing. 

In  connection  with  the  Summit,  a  del¬ 
egation  of  World  Methodist  leaders  was 
granted  permission  to  meet  with  Lie. 
Caridad  Diego,  the  Director  of  Religious 
Affairs  for  the  Cuban  Government,  to 
discuss  relations  between  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Cuba.  Dr.  Fox,  Bishop  Pereira,  Bishop 
Lockmann,  Dr.  Worrell,  and  Dr.  Freeman 
were  joined  by  UMC  Bishop  Robert 


Fannin,  Vice  Chairperson  of  World 
Evangelism,  CME  Bishop  Nathaniel 
Linsey,  World  Evangelism  Regional 
Secretary  for  North  America  and  Costa 
Rican  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Luis  Palomo, 
World  Evangelism  Secretary  for  Central 
America. 

The  delegation  expressed  its  thanks¬ 
giving  for  Cuban  hospitality  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council  meeting  and 
received  affirmation  that  further  interac¬ 
tion  between  the  Cuban  church  and 
other  churches  may  be  possible  and  that 
the  government  would  consider  allowing 
the  Cuban  church  to  construct  some 
desperately  needed  new  church  build¬ 
ings. 

On  the  final  evening  of  the  Summit, 
the  Methodist/Wesleyan  leaders  from  26 
denominations  in  20  countries  celebrat¬ 
ed  a  commissioning  service  in  which  Dr. 
Fox  challenged  the  delegates  to  “move 
boldly  through  the  wide  door  in  this 
urgent  moment  and  to  expect  a  world¬ 
wide  Pentecost.”  Bishop  Linsey  com¬ 
missioned  the  delegates  to  return  to 
their  home  nations  to  launch  the  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  Emphasis  2004- 
2006  and  “to  go  and  make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  spread  the  revival  that  is 
happening  in  Cuba  to  every  comer  of 
the  Americas!” 
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Bishop's  Laity  Retreat  to  focus  on  soul 


“A  Wesleyan  Cookbook:  The  Look  of  a 
Well  Fed  Soul”  is  the  theme  of  the 
Bishop’s  Laity  Retreat,  scheduled  for  Feb. 
27-28  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

Rev.  Tom  Albin,  Dean  of  the  Upper 
Room  Chapel,  will  serve  as  keynote 
speaker  for  the  event.  Rev.  Albin  current¬ 
ly  serves  as  Team  Leader  for  the  Program 
Unit  of  The  Upper  Room  Ministries  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  retreat  will  begin  with  registra¬ 
tion  from  4-7  p.m.  at  the  Conference 
Center,  followed  by  supper.  The  evening 
progresses  with  music  and  presentations 
by  Rev.  Albin. 

Saturday’s  agenda  begins  with  morn¬ 
ing  prayer,  and  includes  music,  addi¬ 
tional  presentations  by  Rev.  Albin,  and 
shared  meals  at  breakfast  and  lunch. 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  Conference  lay  lead¬ 
ership  will  provide  panel  discussion  with 
opportunities  for  questions. 

Following  the  Sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion,  retreat  participants  are 
sent  forth  “to  the  parish”  by  Bishop 
Hutchinson  at  4  p.m.  on  Saturday. 


In  lieu  of  a  registration  fee,  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  participants  come  prepared 
to  make  a  $10  donation  to  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund. 

Persons  planning  to  lodge  at  the 
Conference  Center  on  Friday  can  stay  in 
a  single  room  for  $74,  a  double  room  for 
$58,  and  a  triple  room  or  more  for  $55 
per  person.  The  rate  includes  one  night’s 
lodging  and  three  meals. 

Some  attending  will  not  require  lodg¬ 
ing.  These  participants  should  purchase 
a  meal  plan  for  the  two-day  event.  The 
cost  of  $22  covers  all  three  meals;  meals 
cannot  be  broken  out,  even  if  a  partici¬ 
pant  has  to  miss  one. 

Brochures  for  the  event  are  in  the 
mail.  Please  check  with  council  chairs 
and  lay  leaders  for  a  registration  form. 

The  registration  deadline  for  the 
retreat  is  Feb.  20. 

Reservations  should  be  made  directly 
with  the  Conference  Center  by  calling 
(318)  449-4500,  or  by  mailing  the  form 
below  to  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center,  2350  Methodist  Parkway, 
Woodworth,  LA  71485. 


Bishop's  Laity  Retreat 

"A  Wesleyan  Cookbook:  The  Look  of  a  Well  Fed  Soul" 

Feb.  27-28 
Conference  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

Name: _ 

Church: _ 

District: _ 

Address: _ 

Phone: _ (home)  _ (work) 

Email: _ 

Credit  Card  (to  reserve  the  room)  exp.  date _ 

Card  # _ 

For  those  lodging  at  the  Conference  Center: 

(includes  three  meals) 

Single  Room  ($74) _ 

Double  Room  ($58  per) _ 

Triple  Room  ($55  per) _ 

For  those  not  needing  lodging: 

(required  to  attend;  covers  three  meals) 

Meal  Plan  ($22) _ 


Make  out  checks  to: 

La.  Conference  Center 

Send  with  this  form  to: 

La.  Conference  Center 

2350  Methodist  Parkway 

Woodworth,  LA  71485 

Julie  O'Neal  (left)  talks  about  ministries  with  young  people  during  the  Pre- 
General  Conference  News  Briefing  Jan.  31  in  Pittsburgh,  a  umns  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Proposal  would  create  youth  ministries  division 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  -  Four 
young  people,  sitting  on  a  stage, 
painted  a  picture  of  the  future  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  using  the 
collected  dreams  of  hundreds  of 
youth,  young  adults  and  young  adult 
workers. 

The  Shared  Mission  Focus  on 
Young  People,  an  initiative  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  since  1996, 
is  bringing  legislation  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  2004  General  Conference  to 
create  a  Division  on  Ministries  with 
Young  People.  The  division  would  be 
at  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Since  2001,  the  Shared  Mission 
Focus  leaders  have  been  gathering 
dreams  on  their  Web  site, 
www.idreamachurch.com.  They 
shared  some  of  those  dreams  during 
the  Pre-General  Conference  News 
Briefing,  held  Jan.  29-31  in 
Pittsburgh. 

“I  dream  a  church  that  would  look 
upon  everyone  and  see  only  what 
God  sees.” 

"I  dream  a  church  where  young 
people  across  the  global  village  are 
celebrated  as  partners  in  service  for 
Christ.” 

“I  dream  a  church  where  young 
adults  are  welcome  not  just  in 
speech  but  in  action.” 


“I  dream  a  church  where  young 
people’s  call  to  ministry  is  recognized 
and  encouraged  without  taking  into 
account  their  age.” 

Two  young  people,  John  and 
Charles  Wesley,  dreamed  a  church 
into  being,  said  Jay  Williams,  co¬ 
leader  of  the  Shared  Mission  Focus 
on  Young  People.  “It  was  at  the  ages 
of  22  and  26  that  our  church’s 
founders  stood  to  witness  a  change 
that  God  was  making  through  them 
and  the  church. 

“We  too  are  dreamers.” 

Williams  was  one  of  the  four  pan¬ 
elists  discussing  the  legislation  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  new  division.  The  event, 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  was  in  preparation 
for  the  denomination’s  top  legislative 
body,  meeting  April  27-May  7. 

Along  with  Williams,  the  panelists 
included  Julie  O’Neal,  co-leader  of 
the  Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People,  Analisa  Trejo,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Youth 
Organization,  and  Ciona  Rouse, 
director  of  the  Shared  Mission  Focus 
on  Young  People. 

The  2000  General  Conference 
charged  the  Shared  Mission  Focus 
on  Young  People  to  create  a  compre¬ 
hensive  approach  to  enhancing  the 
ministries  with  young  people. 


Port  Barre  UMC  holds  revival  and  homecoming 


Port  Barre  United  Methodist  Church 
recently  held  a  revival  on  Oct.  17-19, 
2003.  Rev.  Darryl  Tate  of  St.  Luke’s  was 
the  evangelist  for  Friday  night  and  Rev. 
Ross  Genger,  former  pastor,  now  at 


Memorial-Salem  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  church 
hosted  a  Homecoming  at  10:30  on 
Sunday  morning  followed  by  dinner  on 
the  grounds  at  noon. 


Acadiana  DMT  holds  afternoon  of  food,  fellowship 


Ministers,  their  wives  and  guests 
throughout  the  Acadiana  District  along 
with  the  District  Ministry  Team  met  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  13,  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Franklin  for  an 
afternoon  of  good  food,  fellowship  and 
singing.  The  Acadiana  District 
Superintendent,  Roger  Lathan,  and  his 
wife,  Sedonia,  were  the  hosts. 


Besides  the  awesome  meal  prepared 
by  FUMC  Franklin,  the  group  was  enter¬ 
tained  by  The  Bell  Quartet  from 
Covenant  UMC,  Lafayette,  the  Adult 
Choir  from  Calvary  UMC,  Thibodaux, 
Rev.  Penn  Morgan,  FUMC,  Lafayette, 
who  played  the  sax,  and  Janie  Manuel 
and  Carolyn  Jack  from  St.  Paul  UMC, 
Jeanerette. 
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Perkins  to  host  laity  theological  school 


DALLAS  (SMU)  The  popular  novel, 
The  DaVinci  Code,  an  introduction  to 
Islam,  and  the  spiritual  practice  of  the 
Labyrinth  are  among  the  topics  at  the 
31st  Annual  Perkins  Theological  School 
for  the  Laity,  formerly  known  as  Laity 
Week,  at  SMU’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  March  4-6. 

The  event  will  include  a  keynote  lec¬ 
ture  by  renowned  New  Testament  schol¬ 
ar,  Amy-Jill  Levine,  who  will  address 
Jesus,  Judaism,  and  Gender. 

Levine,  who  describes  herself  as  a 
Yankee  Jewish  feminist  who  teaches  in  a 
Protestant  seminary  in  the  buckle  of  the 
Bible  Belt,  is  the  Carpenter  Professor  of 
New  Testament  Studies  at  Vanderbilt 
University. 

She  will  deliver  the  opening  lecture  at 
5:30  p.m.  on  March  4  in  the  Hughes- 
Trigg  Student  Center,  3140  Dyer  St.,  and 
also  lead  one  of  the  1 1  courses  available 
during  the  three-day  program.  Persons 
may  register  for  courses  by  visiting  the 
website  at  theology.smu.edu  or  may  call 
1 -888-THEOLOGY,  ext.  4. 

School  for  the  Laity  offers  courses  in 
two  formats:  Thursday  afternoon 
through  Friday  afternoon,  and  Saturday 
morning  through  afternoon.  Workshops 
and  lectures  presented  by  members  of 
SMU  faculty  include: 

-  "The  DaVinci  Code:  Fact,  Fiction,  or 
Somewhere  in  Between,  presented  by 
Roy  Heller,  assistant  professor  of  Old 
Testament. 

-  “Introduction  to  Islam,  presented 
by  John  Lamoreaux,  assistant  professor 

of  Religious  Studies. 


-  From  I  to  We:  Walking  Through  the 
Labyrinth,  presented  by  Susanne 

Johnson,  associate  professor  of 
Christian  Education. 

-  Jesus,  Then  and  Now,  presented  by 
Charles  Wood,  Lehman  professor  of 

Christian  Doctrine. 

-  “The  Commitments  of  a  United 
Methodist,  presented  by  Scott  Jones, 

McCreless  associate  professor  of 
Evangelism. 

-  “Finding  and  Doing  the  Will  of  God, 
presented  by  Frederick  Schmidt,  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  Christian  Spirituality. 

-  Other  presenters  include  SMU’s 
Karen  Baker-Fletcher,  William  Bryan, 
John  Holbert  and  Virgil  Howard,  and 
Brian  Hardesty  Crouch  of  Holy  Moments 
ministry. 

The  Woodrow  B.  Seals  Laity  Award 
will  be  presented  at  noon  Saturday, 
March  6,  in  the  Hughes-Trigg  Student 
Center. 

The  annual  award  is  presented  to 
people  who  have  exhibited  a  Christian 
faith  and  commitment  exemplified  by 
the  late  Judge  Seals,  a  senior  U.S.  District 
Court  judge  who  played  an  instrumental 
role  in  establishing  the  Laity  school  at 
SMU. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  was 
founded  in  191 1  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  now  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  as  one  of  the 
original  schools  of  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Offering  a  variety  of  degree 
programs,  it  remains  one  of  the  few  uni¬ 
versity-related  theological  schools  in  the 
nation. 


Bishop's  Lunch  for  Scouting  slated  for  March  4 


The  Bishop’s  Lunch  for  Scouting  will 
be  held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth  on  March  4  from 
12  noon  to  1:30  p.m. 

This  event  is  free  and  offers  United 
Methodists  an  opportunity  to  under¬ 
stand  how  churches  support  Cub 


Scouts,  Boy  Scouts  and  Venturing  (the 
co-ed  arm  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America). 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  is  the 
keynote  speaker. 

Those  wishing  to  attend  may  reserve 
their  seat  by  contacting  Cathy 
Wimberley  at  (318)  449-4500. 


Interchurch  Conference  establishes  Stovall  fund 


To  honor  the 
memory  of  the  late 
Rev.  James  L. 

Stovall  and  contin¬ 
ue  his  work,  the  La. 

Interchurch 
Conference  has 
established  the 
Stovall  Endowment 
Fund. 

Stovall,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  served  as  executive 
director  of  the  LIC  from  1976-1991. 

The  LIC  Board  approved  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  fund  in  the  fall  of 
2002  and  is  seeking  donations  to 
fund  social  justice  initiatives  and 
training  opportunities  in  the  state. 


The  Stovall  Fund  will  provide 
prophetic  and  scholarly  leaders  to 
address  the  relevant  issues  of  social 
justice  affecting  our  society  now  and 
in  the  future.  Hands-on  training 
opportunities  will  also  be  provided 
through  the  resources  from  the  fund. 

The  initial  goal  of  the  campaign 
for  the  Stovall  Fund  is  $20,000.  The 
desire  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  LIC  is  to  provide  from  invest¬ 
ment  returns  an  annual  lectureship 
and  training  in  social  justice  and 
peace  ministries. 

Those  wishing  to  make  a  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  fund  may  send  checks 
payable  to:  La.  Interchurch 
Conference,  527  North  Boulevard, 
fourth  floor,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


Stovall 


LOW-INCOME  PARENTS  CAN  OBTAIN  LOW-INTEREST  LOANS  THROUGH  THE  WAYS  TO  WORK 
PROGRAM,  A  NEW  SERVICE  OFFERED  BY  FAMILY  SERVICE  OF  GREATER  BATON  ROUGE.  THE  PRO¬ 
GRAM  IS  DESIGNED  TO  HELP  LOW-INCOME  PARENTS  MEET  CRITICAL  NEEDS,  SUCH  AS  THE  PUR¬ 
CHASE  OF  AN  AUTOMOBILE  OR  CAR  REPAIRS,  SO  THEY  CAN  KEEP  THEIR  JOBS  OR  STAY  IN 
SCHOOL.  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  COMPLETE  ELIGIBILITY  REQUIREMENTS,  PLEASE  CALL 
FAMILY  SERVICE  OF  GREATER  BATON  ROUGE,  A  UNITED  WAY  AGENCY  AT  923-2399. 


New  e-mail  listserv  focuses  on  worship  arts 


Are  you  interested  in  the  arts  in 
worship:  sacred  dance,  drama,  poet¬ 
ry  and  literature,  banner  making, 
sanctuary  design,  architecture,  pup¬ 
petry,  clowning,  textiles,  altars, 
stained  glass,  storytelling,  painting, 
sculpture,  gardening,  and  others . 

This  new  email  listserv,  sponsored 
by  The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  is 
intended  for  discussion  of  the  NON¬ 
MUSICAL  arts  in  worship  and  the 
church.  There  is  already  a  list  for 
musicians  —  Methodist  Musicians 
List.  See  the  end  of  this  message  for 
subscribing  instructions. 

The  WorshipArts  List  is  ready,  all 
we  need  is  subscribers,  posters,  and 
readers.  Join  and  share  ideas  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  arts  in  worship,  prob¬ 
lem  solving,  education,  the  sharing  of 
resources,  as  well  as  encouragement, 
celebration,  networking,  and  fellow¬ 
ship.  Discussion  and  debate  are 
always  welcome,  always  in  a 
Christian  spirit. 

To  subscribe  to  WorshipArts  list 
(no  charge),  send  an  email  to: 


requests@lists.gbod.org. 

In  the  subject  line  place  your  first 
and  last  names.  In  the  body  of  your 
email,  include:  subscribe 
WorshipArts. 

To  subscribe  to 

MethodistMusicians  List  (no  charge),  - 
send  an  email  to: 
requests@lists.gbod.org. 

In  the  subject  line  place  your  first 
and  last  names.  In  the  body  of  your 
email,  include:  subscribe 
MethodistMusicians. 

Upon  subscribing  to  one  or  both 
lists,  you  will  receive  a  welcome  mes¬ 
sage  containing  other  list  commands 
and  information.  Please  save  this  wel¬ 
come  message  for  future  reference 
should  you  need  to  unsubscribe  or 
change  your  email  address. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Dean  McIntyre,  Director  of  Music 
Resources,  The  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  RO. 

Box  340003;  Nashville  TN  37203-0003. 

Toll  free  telephone  (877)  899-2780, 
ext  7073.  Email:  music@gbod.org 

Website:  www.umcworship.org. 


Acadiana  District  UMW  elect  leaders  at  annual  meeting 


The  Acadiana  District  UMW  Annual 
Meeting  and  Local  Elected  Leader 
Training  was  held  recendy  at  the  Sager- 
Brown  Center  in  Baldwin. 

Certificates  were  awarded  to  local 
units  for  the  Five  Star  Award,  Mission 
Today  Unit  and  others.  The  award  for 
the  2003  Acadiana  District  Woman  in 
Mission  went  to  Janelle  McCammon  of 
Lafayette. 

District  officers  for  2004  were  elected. 
They  are  Juanita  Lagard,  president;  Julia 
Joubert,  vice-president;  Sandra  Lockett, 
secretary;  Joyce  Thibodeaux,  treasurer; 
Darla  Bergeron,  spiritual  growth; 

Margery  Manuel,  education  and  inter- 

DAR  honors  Tellifero  with 

Ann  Berry  of  the  Kisatchie  Chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  presents  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero 
with  a  special  award. 

Beverly  Tellifero  looks  on  as  her  hus¬ 
band  receives  the  DAR  Community 
Service  Award.  The  National  Office  of  the 
DAR  in  Washington,  D.C.  has  only  pre¬ 
sented  four  of  these  awards  in  DeRidder. 
Tellifero  has  served  as  minister  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  DeRidder 
for  seven  years. 

He  has  served  as  a  speaker  for  the 
DAR  at  the  District  VI  Constitution  Week 
Luncheon  in  Lake  Charles,  Flag  Day, 

9/11  Memorial  and  Constitution  Week  in 
DeRidder.  He  has  assisted  the  Kisatchie 


pretation;  Delores  Henderson,  member¬ 
ship;  Lou  Mary  Broussard,  nominations; 
Lisa  Farmer,  program  resources;  Lue 
Myrtle  Slaughter,  social  action;  and 
Doris  Thigpen,  communications. 

Outgoing  officers  were  honored  for 
their  service  to  the  district.  They  are 
Nordine  Broussard,  Melba  Frank,  Joan 
Miller  and  Peggy  Butler. 

Gwen  Streams  of  Thibodeaux  led  the 
meditation  on  the  theme  of  “Peace.” 
After  the  meeting  Calvary  United 
Methodist  Women  provided  refresh¬ 
ments.  The  Local  Elected  Leader 
Training  was  conducted  by  district  offi¬ 
cers. 


DAR  members  whenever  asked.  Tellifero 
has  served  as  president  of  the  DeRidder 
Ministerial  Alliance,  helped  promote 
Lincoln’s  Call  to  Prayer,  helped  establish 
God’s  Food  Box,  spearheaded  the  West 
House  of  Care,  and  is  involved  with  the 
National  Day  of  Prayer  and 
Thanksgiving  observance  locally. 

He  has  served  as  leader  of  the  North 
Louisiana  Ashram  for  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Conference  and  as  delegate  at 
the  Methodist  Conference  in  England. 
Tellifero,  with  church  youth,  led  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  Cambodia  on  Jan.  25.  The 
Kisatchie  Chapter  presented  a  surprised 
Tellifero  with  this  award  at  their  lunch¬ 
eon  Jan.  19. 


community  service  award 


Acadiana  Little  Women's  Circle  honors  senior  citizens 


Recently  a  Senior  Citizen's 
Thanksgiving  Banquet  was  held  at 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Thibodaux,  featuring  two  special 
guests  -  Pastor  Charles  Hill  and  Tom 
Johnson.  This  event  was  sponsored 
by  the  Little  Women’s  Circle  of  the 


UMW.  Members  of  the  Circle  are:  La 
Shandra  Robinson,  Shaleah 
Thompson,  Jaslin  Henry,  Anna  Jones, 
Monique  Johnson,  Jenee’  Johnson, 
Ashley  Cooks,  Ashley  Jones,  Tamara 
Johnson,  Maya  Jones,  Keyshawn 
Simms,  and  Whitney  Reed. 
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The  next  Discerners  Academy  will  be  held  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth  from  March  5-7.The  theme  is 'Connecting  with  Our  Faith  and 
Theology.'  Pictured  above  are  participants  at  the  most  recent  Discerners 

Academy.  , . 

At  the  next  academy,  Dr.  Joerg  Reiger ,  who  serves  on  the  faculty  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  SMU  in  Dallas,  Texas  will  offer  a  theology  class  in  action  as 
it  might  be  taught  at  a  seminary.  Rev.  Kevin  Miller,  Director  of  Admissions  at 
Drew  Theological  School  in  Madison,  New  Jersey  will  give  us  the  nuts  and  bolts 
about  what  is  involved  in  applying  to  a  theology  school  and  the  requirements 

that  are  involved.  *  .. 

Ms  Kim  Lehmann  Wutherich,  Program  Coordinator  for  Mission  Volunteers  at  the 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York,  will  share  about  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  the  United  Methodist  Church  offers  for  short-term  and  long-term  service. 
Once  again.  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will  be  a  part  of  our  retreat. 

The  Discerners  Academy  is  the  way  we  have  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  of 
offering  support,  encouragement,  and  insight  into  what  is  involved  in  entering 
ministry  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Persons  can  attend  any  retreat  at  any  time.  All  you  are  asked  to  pay  is  the  regis¬ 
tration  fee  of  $25.  For  more  information,  please  call  Carole  Cotton-Winn  at  (98  ) 
639-9531  or  Shannon  Sandifer  at  (225)  346-1646. 


Share  "epiphany' with  incarcerated  youth 


Would  you  like  to  help  share  the 
Gospel  with  incarcerated  youth?  There  is 
an  Epiphany  retreat  scheduled  for  incar¬ 
cerated  boys  the  weekend  of  lune  18. 

The  Epiphany  model  allows  for  hus¬ 
bands  and  wives  to  serve  together  inside 
the  youth  prison  facility. 

Epiphany  is  “inter”  or  "non”  denomi¬ 
national.  With  Gov.  Kathleen  Blanco’s 
interest  in  prison  reform,  particularly  for 
juveniles,  this  ministry  remains  timely. 

Georgia  Ford  from  St.  Andrew’s 
United  Methodist  in  Baton  Rouge  is  the 
scheduled  Lay  Director  for  this  retreat, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  team  recruiting 
and  formation. 

Those  who  have  already  attended 
Happening,  Chrysalis,  Emmaus,  Kairos, 
Cursillo,  etc.  can  serve  on  an  Epiphany 
team  going  INSIDE  the  youth  prison  if 
you  are  17  or  older,  and  if  you  clear  the 
facility’s  criminal  background  security 
clearance  check.  Younger  than  17  may 
serve  outside  the  facility.  Headquarters 
for  the  team  during  the  Epiphany  week¬ 
ends  is  First  United  Methodist  Baker  in 
North  Baton  Rouge. 

If  a  volunteer  has  not  previously 
attended  a  “Three-Day”  Walk  or  Renewal 
Weekend  such  as  Emmaus,  Kairos, 
Cursillo,  Happening,  Chrysalis,  etc.,  he  or 
she  can  still  participate  by  attending  a 
Discipleship  Retreat  weekend.  Contact 
Deborah  Boudreaux,  Registrar,  at 
anndeb51@aol.com  or,  phone  (225)  355- 
0529. 

The  next  Discipleship  Retreat  week¬ 
end  will  be  held  Feb.  13-15. 


All  potential  Epiphany  team  members 
need  to: 

1.  Complete  an  institutional  badge 
training  at  the  correctional  facility  in 
North  Baton  Rouge  to  be  allowed  into 
the  juvenile  prison. 

2.  Complete  an  Epiphany  team  appli¬ 
cation  form  signed  by  their  pastor. 

Attend  scheduled  team  meetings  and 
commit  to  serving  for  the  entire 
Epiphany  retreat  weekend. 

3.  Be  available  for  a  follow-up  with 
participants  of  the  weekend. 

4.  Other  team  details  and  commit¬ 
ments  will  be  explained  at  the  team 
meetings. 

If  you  personally  cannot  serve  on  a 
team,  prayers  are  gready  appreciated. 
Non-team  members  with  the  proper 
security  clearance,  who  are  interested  in 
learning  more  about  Epiphany  ministry 
before  getting  involved,  may  attend  the 
“Closing”  worship  service,  inside  the 
youth  prison  facility  of  each  Epiphany 
weekend.  It  is  such  a  joy  to  see  and  hear 
how  God  has  spiritually  transformed 
these  young  troubled  lives  during  the 
midst  of  an  Epiphany  weekend!  Also, 
people  from  any  church  or  group  can 
send  “Agape”  (letters  of  encouragement) 
for  the  30  youth  participants  of  a  week¬ 
end  (paper  or  poster  board  only). 

For  more  information,  contact  an 
Epiphany  ministry  participant,  including 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  who  is  assisting  with 
team  formation.  Her  cell  phone  is  (225) 
505-2913,  home  (225)  751-2913,  email 
revddrash@aol.com. 
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Lock  in  a  dependable  stream  of  income  for  your  lifetime  at 
very  attractive  rates 

Receive  a  charitable  income  tax  deduction 
Support  your  favorite  United  Methodist  ministries 
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1.800.256.9317  or  225.346.1535 
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Harper  named  as  ordained  ministry,  education  coordinator 


Important  Dates! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 

General  Conference 
April  27-May  7 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

La.  Annual  Conference 
June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 


Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 
set  for  March  26-27 

The  Clergy  Spouse  Retreat  will  be 
held  March  26-27  at  the  La. 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is 
"Becoming  God’s  Dance  Partner: 
Living  the  Dance.” 

All  active,  retired  and  surviving 
spouses  of  clergy  are  invited  to 
attend.  Invitation /registration  forms 
are  in  the  mail. 

The  retreat  will  feature  fellowship, 
food,  singing,  inspiring  talks,  enthusi¬ 
astic  discussion,  show  and  tell,  wor¬ 
ship,  meditation,  walking,  maybe 
even  a  little  “dancing!” 

For  more  information,  contact 
Judy  McDonald  at  (318)  793-5612  or 
windfingers@centurytel.net. 


The  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  is 
pleased  to  announce 
the  appointment  of 
John  Edd  Harper  to  the 
position  of 
Coordinator  of 
Ordained  Ministry  and 
Director  of  Education 
for  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  John  Edd 
will  be  moving  back  to  Louisiana  after  a 


A  matching  funds  grant  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  will  support 
a  statewide  Igniting  Ministry  television 
campaign  scheduled  March  31 -April  10. 

A  total  buy  of  $54,997  will  be  placed 
on  local  network  channels  throughout 


period  of  time  in  the  Florida  Conference. 

He  is  certified  and  has  experience  in 
Christian  Education  in  the  local  church, 
particularly  in  his  work  at  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

In  addition,  he  served  as  registrar  for 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  from  1997 
through  1999,  and  as  Vice  Chair  in  2000 
and  2001.  Harper  is  also  certified  in 
Youth  Ministry. 

"I  am  thrilled  John  Edd  is  returning  to 


the  conference  during  the  two  weeks 
prior  to  Easter,  which  falls  on  April  1 1 . 

The  spots  will  run  concurrently  with  a 
national  television  buy  set  to  run  on  net¬ 
work  and  cable  channels  during  the 
flight  dates. 


Louisiana  in  this  new  capacity.  To  find 
the  unique  expertise  in  one  person  that 
makes  this  position  possible  is  a  true  gift 
from  God,”  Bishop  William  Hutchinson 
said. 

“I  am  excited  to  have  someone  of 
John  Edd’s  expertise  and  integrity  work¬ 
ing  with  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,”  said  Rev.  James  Mitchell, 
chairperson  of  the  board. 

See  Harper,  page  3 


for  March  31 -April  10 

Television  time  has  been  reserved  in 
seven  Louisiana  markets,  covering  the 
entire  conference  A  schedule  of  spots 
purchased  will  be  posted  online  at 
www.la-umc.org  in  the  next  few  weeks 
so  that  churches  may  follow  along. 


Nomads'  Land 


Ronald  Unangst,  71,  prepares  to  install  a  wooden  board  Wednesday  over  the  bottom  half  of  the  space  that  once  contained  a 
window  at  the  Clanton  Methodist  Church  preschool  in  Dulac.  Unangst  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  who  live  in  Illinois,  are  working 
with  four  other  couples  to  make  improvements  at  the  preschool  so  flooding  won't  be  so  detrimental  the  next  time. 

Photo  by  Kristy  May,  The  Courier. 

Older  church  members  not  just 'sitting  in  rocking  chairs' 


BY  KIMBERLY  KRUPS 
HOUMA  C0URRIER 

DULAC  —  Five  couples  from 
across  the  United  States  are  spending 
three  weeks  here  on  a  volunteer  mis¬ 
sion  to  turn  a  flood-ravaged  church 


into  a  preschool.  As  the  church  is 
rebuilt,  the  10  adult  activists  say, 
friendships  have  been  born,  lessons 
about  charity  reinforced  and  the 
meaning  of  retirement  permanently 
redefined. 


“Were  doing  this  because  it  really 
makes  you  feel  good  —  otherwise, 
we’d  be  sitting  home  in  our  rocking 
chairs  and  dealing  with  arthritis  until 

See  Nomads,  page  6 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Light  and 

This  past  summer  our  children  who 
live  in  Reno,  Nevada  introduced  Kay 
and  me  to  the  “South  Beach  Diet”. 

After  sampling  some  of  the  recipes 
printed  in  the  book,  we  were  con¬ 
vinced  we  could  happily  indulge  in 
this  diet  revolution  that  was  (and  still 
is)  sweeping  the  country.  So,  in  August 
we  began  to  observe  the  regimen  for 
the  healthy  intake  of  sugars,  carbohy¬ 
drates,  fats,  etc.  as  prescribed  by  Dr. 
Arthur  Agatston,  a  cardiologist  from 
South  Beach,  Florida. 

While  most  of  the  diet  has  been 
very  easy  to  adapt  to  our  lifestyle,  the 
one  thing  we  both  have  noticeably 
missed  is  our  morning  glass  of  orange 
juice.  But,  being  loyal  devotees  to  this 
new  venture,  we  have  begun  drinking 
tomato  juice  instead.  In  place  of  the 
orange  juice,  we  now  eat  an  orange 
every  morning  and  we’re  thoroughly 
enjoying  that  part  of  our  breakfast. 

Then  the  other  day  I  noticed  the 
orange  juice  industry  is  trying  to  adapt 
its  own  products  to  this  cut-the-carbo- 
hydrate  craziness.  Now  one  of  the 
major  companies  (and  perhaps  more) 
has  come  out  with  “Light  and  Healthy” 
orange  juice.  What  that  translates  to 
is,  “fewer  carbohydrates.”  I  must 
admit  I  am  quite  intrigued  with  the 
nomenclature  of  “Light  and  Healthy” 
being  attached  to  orange  juice.  What 
did  the  bottler  have  to  do  to  the  juice 
to  give  it  fewer  carbs  and  make  it  light 
and  healthy?  And  what  will  I  get  in  the 
way  of  health  from  an  altered  form  of 
orange  juice?  It  may  be  light,  but  will  it 
be  all  that  healthy?  Do  you  see  my 
dilemma? 

As  I  contemplated  the  make  up  of 
orange  juice  my  thoughts  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  church  (which  is  very 
often  the  case  when  I  am  pondering 
any  subject!).  The  question  that  began 
to  do  gymnastics  in  my  mind  was,  “Do 
we  tend  to  do  the  same  kind  of  alter¬ 
ation  to  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ?” 

Do  we,  in  an  attempt  to  get  the  public 
on  board  with  us  and  preserve  our 
market  share  of  denominational  con¬ 
sumption,  become  guilty  of  presenting 
ourselves  as  a  “Light  and  Healthy” 
church? 

Then  the  mental  gymnastics  went  a 
tumble  further.  Is  it  possible  to  be 
“light”  and  “healthy"  at  the  same  time 
when  you  are  dealing  with  the  dynam¬ 
ics  of  faith  and  practice  in  the 
Christian  church?  The  current  conclu¬ 
sion  I  have  reached  is  that  “Yes,  we  can 
make  it  light.”  We  can  dumb  it  down 
theologically,  compromise  our  musical 
integrity,  lessen  the  expectations  we 
have  of  the  “disciples”  we  gather,  or 
soften  the  sell  of  the  cross  so  we  can 
increase  membership.  But  can  it  be 
both  “light”  and  “healthy”  at  the  same 
time.  I  don’t  believe  it  can. 

As  all  of  you  know,  we  are  in  the 
season  of  General  Conference  for  the 


_ 

Healthy? 

United  Methodist 
Church.  Every  four 
years  delegates 
from  across  the 
globe  gather  in  a 
central  spot  to  con¬ 
sider  and  debate 
issues  and  pro¬ 
posed  legislation 
that  will  affect  the 
present  and  future 
practice  and  theo¬ 
logical  stance  of  the 
church.  From 
April  27  -  May  7, 2004  some  998  dele¬ 
gates  will  congregate  in  Pittsburgh,  PA 
for  this  quadrennial  event.  Part  of  the 
debated  content  will  be  whether  to 
alter  the  church’s  stance  on  various 
issues  that  could  possibly  “lighten”  our 
inherited  tradition  or  alter  in  some 
way  our  working  structure.  Or,  the 
same  debate  could  be  the  opportunity 
to  “enlighten”  our  inherited  tradition 
and  modernize  our  working  structure. 
In  either  case,  there  is  a  possibility 
change  will  be  voted  and  the  question 
for  me  will  be,  “Did  we  ‘lighten’  the 
position  of  the  church  or  “enlighten” 
it?  Did  we  at  the  same  time  make  the 
church  more  ‘healthy’?” 

I  certainly  want  the  church  to  live 
and  function  with  an  “enlightened” 
theological  understanding  of  the  many 
teachings  of  Jesus  our  Savior  and  Lord. 
At  the  same  time,  I  don’t  want  us  to 
embrace  “Church  Light”  in  order  to 
make  ourselves  more  palatable  to  a 
society  we  are  seeking  to  influence  and 
shape.  I  want  us  to  be  truly  “healthy” 
in  our  witness  to  the  “true  and  lively 
Word”  of  the  living  God,  and  a 
“healthy”  church  in  which  the  poor 
and  the  lost  can  find  strength  and  help 
in  time  of  need.  Our  world  and  our 
Lord  demand  such  health. 

I  urge  all  of  us  to  begin  to  pray  fer¬ 
vently  for  the  work  of  the  General 
Conference.  I  urge  all  of  us  to  pray  fer¬ 
vently  for  the  delegates  we  elected  last 
June  while  gathered  at  Centenary 
College.  I  urge  all  of  us  to  pray  fervent¬ 
ly  for  all  delegates  who  will  represent 
our  great  church  and  who,  prayerfully, 
will  be  spokespersons  for  God’s  will  in 
this  day  and  age.  These  servants  of 
God  while  at  this  sacred  conference 
will  make  decisions  of  major  propor¬ 
tion. 

I  don’t  believe  “light  and  healthy” 
should  be  a  label  affixed  to  the  church 
of  Jesus  Christ,  whether  it  is  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  general, 
or  any  local  United  Methodist  Church 
throughout  Louisiana.  Perhaps  a  bet¬ 
ter  label  would  be  “enlightened  and 
healthy.”  May  it  be  so. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

felt 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


The  entire  delegation  for  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  gathered  at 
the  Area  Conference  Offices  in  Baton  Rouge  Feb.  13  to  interview  Episcopal  can¬ 
didates.  Delegation  head  Rev.  Marie  Williams,  leading  the  group  in  song,  top, 
said  the  delegation  is  hard  at  work  preparing  for  the  impending  conferences. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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Conference  housing  options  listed 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
2004  is  slated  for  June  9-12.  If  you  are 
attending,  begin  now  to  reserve  your 
accommodations  for  the  event.  Only 
retirees  and  youth  delegates  will  have 
housing  available  through  the  uni¬ 
versity,  so  contact  any  of  these  sug¬ 
gested  hotels  to  make  reservations. 
Retirees  can  expect  a  mailout  on 
housing  around  mid-March. 

Hilton  Hotel-host 

Pinhook  Rd.,  Lafayette 

337-235-6111 

L.  E.  Wilcox 

122  rooms  available 

$80  doubles/$85  king, 

$110  exec,  doubles,  $115  exec, 
king,  $159-1  bdr.  std.  Ste.,  $199-2 
bdr.  std.  ste.,  $299-1  bdr.  deluxe 
ste.,  $399-2  bdr.  deluxe  ste.  +  tax 

Best  Western  Hotel  Acadiana 

Pinhook  Rd.,  Lafayette 

337-232-3932 

Tobi  Powell 

100  rooms  available 

$72  +  tax 

Hampton  Inn  &  Suites 

Kaliste  Saloom  Rd.,  Lafayette 

Yolanda  Boutin 

337-266-5858 

40  rooms  available 

$76  +  tax 

Ramada  Executive  Plaza 

Kaliste  Saloom  Rd.,  Lafayette 

Ericka  Cooper 

337-235-0858 

48  rooms  available 

$52  +  tax 

Travel  Host  Inn 

Evangeline  Thruway,  Lafayette 

John  Pomier 

337-233-2090 

overflow  rooms  available 

$32.95  +  tax 

Holiday  Inn  Holidome 

Evangeline  Thruway,  Lafayette 

Donna  Bowen 

337-233-6815 

150  rooms  available 

$79  +  tax 

Comfort  Inn 

Evangeline  Thruway,  Lafayette 

Cindy  Breaux 

337-232-9000 

80  rooms  available 

$67  +  tax 

Courtyard  Marriott 

Kaliste  Saloom  Rd.,  Lafayette 

Elizabeth  Knight 

337-232-5005 

20  rooms  available 

$79  +  tax 


Ruth  Carter  Auxiliary  to 

The  Ruth  Carter  Auxiliary  to  People’s 
United  Methodist  Community  Center 
will  present  its  annual  musical  at  Mt. 

Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  Feb.  29,  at  5  p.m. 

The  program  will  feature  the  Dillard 


Jameson  Inn 

Evangeline  Thruway,  Lafayette 

337-291-2916 

50  rooms  available 

$79  +  tax 

Travelodge 

Pinhook  Rd.,  Lafayette 
337-234-7404 
25  rooms  available 
$48  +  tax 

Quality  Inn 

Evangeline  Thruway,  Lafayette 

Neal  Patel 

337-234-0383 

75  rooms  available 

$65  +  tax 

Days  Inn 

University  Ave.,  Lafayette 
Lana  Thomassee 
337-237-8880 
75  rooms  available 
$52  +  tax 

Sleep  Inn 

Willow  St. /Ambassador  Caffery, 
Scott 

Bobby  Dawson 
337-264-0408 
75  rooms  available 
$65  +  tax 

LaQuinta  Inn  &  Suites 
Pinhook  Rd.,  Lafayette 
Susan  McDowell 
337-291-1088 
30  rooms  available 
$72.99  +  tax 

Hampton  Inn 

Willow  St. /Ambassador  Caffery, 
Scott 

Phyllis  Kreel 
337-236-6161 
50  rooms  available 
$71  +  tax 

LaQuinta  Inn 

Evangeline  Thruway,  Lafayette 

Shirley  Smith 

337-233-5610 

40  rooms  available 

$52  +  tax 

Comfort  Suites 

Evangeline  Thruway,  Lafayette 

Jan  Huffman 

337-291-6008 

40  rooms  available 

$70  +  tax 

Newly  Opening  Properties  6/2004 
Contact  Information  Not  Available 
Holiday  Inn  Express 
Ambassador  Caffery,  Lafayette 
Drury  Inn 

I- 10  Frontage  Rd.,  Lafayette 
Budget  Inn 


host  annual  musical 

University  Concert  Choir  and  all  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  musical  will  benefit  the 
People's  United  Methodist  Community 
Center.  Suggested  donation  is  $7.50. 

For  more  information,  call  June 
Sanchez  at  (504)  948-3677. 


Harper, 


from  page 1 


“I  am  thrilled  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  return  to  Louisiana  and  serve  as 
Coordinator  of  Ordained  Ministry  and 
Director  of  Education.  I  consider  it  a 
privilege  to  be  moving  back  home  and 
working  with  the  gifted  clergy  and  laity 
within  our  great  conference.  The 
Louisiana  conference  has  the  wonderful 
spiritual  and  people  resources  to  offer  in 
the  candidacy  process  to  be  an  ordained 
or  licensed  local  pastor  as  well  as  in  the 
area  of  Christian  education.  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  our  time  of  serving  together  as 
we  make  ‘disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,’”  said 
Harper. 


This  appointment  is  in  keeping  with 
decisions  by  past  Annual  Conference 
Sessions. 

The  Coordinator  of  Ordained 
Ministry  is  a  position  which  is  funded 
through  a  matching  grant  from  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation. 

Harper  will  assist  in  coordinating  the 
progress  of  candidates  leading  toward 
ordination  for  deacon  and  elder  within 
the  Conference.  The  Christian 
Education  position  has  been  voted  to  be 
part-time  to  assist  our  local  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  development  of  educational 
opportunities  for  all  ages. 


Bishop's  Weekend  set  for  June  at  Mt.  Sequoyah 


The  Bishop’s  Weekend  2004,  which 
will  focus  on  small  membership  church¬ 
es,  is  slated  for  June  17-19  at  Mount 
Sequoyah. 

In  conjunction  with  the  weekend,  a 
day  event  for  conference  and  district  lay 
leaders  will  be  held  on  June  16,  along 
with  a  “day  of  training”  for  district 
superintendents. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  weekend  is 
Julia  Kuhn  Wallace,  director  of  Smaller 
Church  and  Shared  Ministries  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Carl  Young,  lay  leader  for  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  and  the  Oklahoma 
Conference,  will  direct  the  event  for  lay 
leaders.  Training  and  inspiradon  for  the 
day  will  be  provided  by  Dr.  William 
Lawrence,  the  new  dean  and  professor 
of  American  Church  History  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

The  “day  of  training”  for  superintend¬ 
ents  will  address  five  issues  which  are 
faced  by  district  superintendents  in  their 


work  with  pastors. 

“Caring  Enough  to  Confront,”  “The 
Trust  Clause,”  “Connecting  Faith  and 
Money,”  “The  Covenant  and  the 
Itineracy,”  and  “Overcoming  Resistance 
to  Supervision”  are  the  workshop  topics. 

There  are  four  workshop  sessions  for 
the  main  event. 

The  topics  include:  “The  Pastor  as 
Stranger  and  Sojourner,”  led  by  Dr. 
Marvin  Anderson  of  St.  Paul’s  School  of 
Theology;  “Managing  Conflict,”  led  by 
Oklahoma  Area  Episcopal  Leader, 

Bishop  Bruce  Blake;  “Building  Strong, 
Healthy  Congregations,”  led  by  small 
church  consultant  Marjie  Jordan;  and 
"The  Small  Membership  Church  Comes 
Alive,”  directed  by  Rhonda  Peters,  for¬ 
mer  provost  of  the  Kentucky 
Conference. 

For  cost  and  registration  information 
contact  Mount  Sequoyah  at  150  N.  W. 
Skvline  Dr.,  Fayetteville,  AR  72701,  or  call 
(479)  443-4531,  or  fax  (479)  443-4569. 


Annual  Conference  petitions  due  June  2 


The  thirty-fourth  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  just  a 
few  months  away!  According  to  our  con¬ 
ference  rules,  “Any  petitions,  proposed 
by  an  individual  member  or  a  duly  elect¬ 
ed  body  of  the  local  church  or  a  district, 
shall  first  be  presented  to  the  Committee 
on  Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference”  (Conference  Rules, 
Article  I,  G.  Committee  on  Petitions, 
page  243  of  the  Journal  of  the  32nd 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  this  year  begins 
on  a  Wednesday  (June  9).  In  order  that 
your  petition  (s)  might  get  to  the 
Committee  on  Petitions  in  time,  please 


send  by  U.  S.  Mail,  fax  or  email  at  such  a 
time  that  they  will  be  received  by 
Wednesday,  June  2,  2004.  Please  send 
them  to:  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin, 
Chairperson,  Conference  Committee  on 
Petitions,  c/o  University  U.M.C.,  3501 
Patrick  Street,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
(Fax:  337-478-8106;  email: 
tabasco_rev@>yahoo.  com) . 

Also,  please  use  the  petition  form  that 
will  be  included  in  the  preconference 
report.  You  may  download  the  form 
from  our  conference  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org.  The  preconference 
report  will  be  posted  online  no  later 
than  May  10,  2004.  If  you  have  any  ques¬ 
tions,  you  may  email  the  chairperson  or 
call  him  at  (337)  477-2003. 


Resources  offered  for 'graying' congregations 


Our  churches  are  graying!  As  a  result 
of  better  health  care,  nutrition,  job  safe¬ 
ty,  physical  fitness  and  medical  technol¬ 
ogy,  more  people  are  living  longer  than 
ever  before.  Hence,  many  of  our  congre¬ 
gations  are  enjoying  the  blessing  of 
increasing  numbers  of  older  adults. 

Unfortunately,  some  churches 
express  a  “myth-conception”  that  if  they 
engage  in  focused  ministry  by,  with,  and 
or  for  older  adults,  they  will  soon  have 
no  congregation  left.  They  do  not  realize 
that  a  church  filled  with  older  adults 
does  not  necessarily  mean  that  it  is  dead 
or  dying.  Rather,  churches  may  need  to 
rethink  and  refocus  their  priority  for 


ministry. 

Congregations  with  a  strong  focus  on 
older  adult  ministries  realize  that  the 
wealth  of  experience,  wisdom  and  faith 
that  often  abound  in  older  persons 
should  not  be  lost  or  underutilized. 

A  helpful  model  for  congregations 
seeking  to  plan  ministry  with  older 
adults  is  the  S.E.N.I.O.R.S.  Ministry 
model.  It  is  more  fully  explained  in  the 
book,  “The  Graying  of  the  Church"  by 
Richard  H.  Gentzler,  Jr.  (Discipleship 
Resources,  2004.) 

The  book  is  96  pages  and  costs  $12. 
Contact  www.discipleshipresources.org 
or  (800)  972-0433  for  more  information. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Bush  United  Methodist  Church  dedicated  a  new  playground  Feb.  8,  to  the  memo¬ 
ry  of  Helen  Wood.  Wood,  who  passed  away  in  2003,  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Karl 
Wood  and  was  dedicated  to  the  children  of  the  church.The"Maw  Maw  Helen 
Playground"  was  funded  with  donations  from  church  and  family  members;  it 
was  built  with  volunteer  help  from  the  church  and  the  community.  The  children 
of  Bush  UMC  will  enjoy  the  playground  for  many  years  to  come. 

Pictured  top  are:  Bob  Williams,  State  Senator  Ben  Nevers,  Madeline  Williams, 
Mary  Helen  Williams,  Mackenzie  Williams,  State  Rep.  Harold  Ritchie,  Rev.  Karl 
Wood,  Kevin  Williams,  Hope  Williams  and  Jay  Williams.  Above  are  members  of 
the  playground  committee:  Leonard  Ouder,  Dana  Rosser,  Stephanie  Travis,  Tony 
Gambino,  Lennice  Gambino,  Kathy  Mount  and  Rev.  Karl  Wood.  In  both  pictures, 
children  of  the  church  are  perched  atop  the  new  equipment. 


Praise  Band  Extravaganza 
at  University  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Sunday,  March  28 

6  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary 

Enjoy  the  music  of  three  church  bands,  each  with  their  own  distinct  style! 

Jeremiah’s  Fire  (youth) 

The  Wesleys  (collegiate) 

Chimes  Street  Players  (adult) 

Concert  is  free  and  open  to  the  public 

Proceeds  from  a  love  offering  will  benefit  Youth  Ministries  at  University  UMC 


Beech  Grove  celebrates  United 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Beech  Grove  UMC  in  Clinton  observed 
United  Methodist  Sunday,  Jan.  25. 

The  unit  had  several  participants  in 
the  program.  Rev.  Inita  Smith,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  church  was  speaker  for 
the  service. 

Smith  motivated  each  person  to  have 
peace  and  spread  peace  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  everywhere  you  go. 

The  Bible  Study  Class,  which  includ¬ 
ed  all  the  members  of  the  church,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  giving  Christmas  gifts  to 


Methodist  Sunday 

each  individual  at  Grace  Nursing  Home 
in  Clinton. 

Each  person  received  socks,  kleenex, 
and  a  handkerchief.  The  attendants 
received  a  huge  candy  basket  for  work¬ 
ing  so  tirelessly  with  the  patrons  in  the 
home. 

Smith  and  others  render  services 
each  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month  and 
other  times  at  nursing  facilities. 

A  spring  revival  is  planned  for 
March  29-31,  2004  at  7  p.m.  Rev. 
Glorious  M.  Wright  serves  as  pastor. 


Alexandria  District  Laity  Banquet  set  for  March  1 1 


Pineville  First  United  Methodist 
Church  will  host  the  2004  Laity  Banquet 
on  March  1 1  at  6:30  p.m.  and  cost  of  the 
meal  will  be  $12.  The  guest  speaker  will 
be  Dr.  Kenneth  Schwab  from  Centenary 
College. 

Reservations  are  required  and  tickets 


will  need  to  be  purchased  in  advance. 
See  your  Lay  Leader  or  call  the  District 
Office  at  (318)  443-3213  to  purchase 
your  tickets.  And  most  of  all  don’t  forget 
the  funds  collected  will  support  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund. 


Alexandria  District  to  offer  lay  speaking  course 


Lay  speaking  is  about  serving  the 
church.  It  is  more  than  preaching.  True, 
a  pastor  needs  someone  to  fill  their  pul¬ 
pit  when  they  are  away,  but  they  also 
need  someone  to  act  proactively  in  sup¬ 
porting  the  programs  and  ministries  of 
the  church,  and  to  provide  leadership 
for  congregational  and  community  life. 

Those  are  the  basics  that  will  be  cov¬ 
ered  at  the  Alexandria  District  Basic  Lay 
Speaking  class  to  be  held  in  February 
and  March. 

It  is  a  two-day  class,  but  not  consecu¬ 
tive  days.  The  first  half  will  be  on 


Saturday,  Feb.  28,  from  9  a.m.  until  3 
p.m.  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Natchitoches. 

The  concluding  half  will  be  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Saturday,  March  6,  from  9  a.m. 
until  3  p.m.  at  Colfax  UMC.  Lunch  will 
be  served  both  days. 

The  fee  for  the  class  is  $20,  which 
covers  the  class  materials  and  lunch  for 
both  days.  To  sign  up,  contact  Judy  Gross 
in  the  District  office,  (318)  443-3213, 
Denver  Wofford,  (318)  627-5229  or  Billy 
Jack  McGlothlin,  (318)  793-5692.  For 
scholarships,  contact  the  District  office. 


Sicily  Island  UMC  gathers  for  Visioning'  retreat 


Spiritual  renewal  means  trusting, 
receiving  and  acting  on  God’s  vision  and 
promises.  Sicily  Island  United  Methodist 
Church  has  begun  that  process. 

Folks  from  this  100-member  rural 
congregation  gathered  late  last  year  for  a 
visioning  retreat. 

Entitled  “Trusting  God’s  Promises,” 
the  retreat  focused  on  casting  a  vision 
for  the  church’s  future  based  on  God’s 
biblical  promises. 

Church  members  took  action  on  the 
promises  by  agreeing  to  write  and  adopt 
a  mission  statement,  to  formulate  a  set 
of  worship  and  to  develop  Christian 
education  and  mission  goals  for  the 
upcoming  year. 

“The  visioning  process  and  the 
retreat  was  an  entirely  different  experi¬ 
ence  for  many  of  the  church  members,” 
said  Rev.  Bill  Foster,  who  pastors  the 
Sicily  Island  congregation.  The  retreat’s 
format  included  elements  of  both  wor¬ 
ship  and  instruction. 

A  series  of  scriptures  were  read  that 
stressed  the  importance  of  having  faith 
and  relying  on  God’s  guidance,  provi¬ 
sion,  instruction  and  the  fulfillment  of 
His  promises. 

Church  members  worked  in  teams  to 
craft  a  vision  of  what  they  hoped  the 
church  of  the  future  would  become, 
using  such  materials  as  globes  of  the 
world,  construction  paper,  glue,  tape, 


scissors  and  modeling  clay. 

“Together  we  have  learned  to  place 
our  trust  more  fully  in  claiming  God’s 
promises  in  our  personal  lives  and  in  the 
corporate  life  of  the  church,”  Foster  said. 

Like  many  small,  rural  churches  with 
declining  membership,  Sicily  Island 
UMC  has  remained  faithful  through  the 
years,  but  has  had  to  move  into  “sur¬ 
vival”  mentality.  Being  located  in  a  farm¬ 
ing  community  with  a  declining  popula¬ 
tion  presents  a  unique  set  of  challenges 
for  the  church. 

“Members  here  are  yearning  for  a 
renewed  spirit  and  a  fresh  breath  of  God. 
By  participating  together  as  a  communi¬ 
ty  of  faith  in  prayer,  fellowship  and 
scripture  study,  we  have  been  blessed 
with  a  fresh  glimpse  of  God’s  vision, 
leading  us  to  a  more  promising  future,” 
Foster  explained. 

The  retreat  marks  an  important  foun¬ 
dational  step  and  turning  point  in  what 
Foster  trusts  will  be  a  continued  faith 
journey  in  the  renewal  of  the  life  of  the 
church. 

"We  realize  that  renewal  is  an  on¬ 
going  process.  We  must  plan  and  contin¬ 
ue  to  act  to  make  the  visions  become  a 
reality,”  said  Foster. 

A  similar  visioning  retreat  will  be  held 
at  Gilbert  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  is  linked  with  Sicily  Island  UMC 
in  a  two-point  charge. 
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First  UMC  Gonzales  steps  up 
mission  involvement  in  2003 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gonzales  stepped  up  its  mission 
efforts  in  2003,  becoming  more 
involved  both  locally  and  worldwide. 
Whether  baking  cookies  for  a  local 
prison  mission  or  building  a  home  in 
a  foreign  country,  those  who  partipat- 
ed  in  the  missions  were  motivated  by 
the  call  to  share  God’s  love  with  others 
in  a  tangible  way. 

On  a  local  level,  teams  from  the 
church  participated  in  the  Kairos 
women’s  prison  ministry  and  contin¬ 
ued  to  provide  assistance  to  the 
Gonzales  Fellowship  Center,  the 
Bishop  Ott  Shelter  in  Baton  Rouge, 
and  the  McDonell  Children’s  Home  in 
Houma.  Church  members  also  provid¬ 
ed  food  boxes  for  local  families  at 
Christmas,  and  the  new  Armed  Forces 
Team  sent  several  boxes  of  supplies 
overseas  to  service  men  and  women 
from  the  Gonzales  area. 

In  April,  a  team  of  sixteen  church 
members  traveled  to  Rayne,  La.,  to 
provide  assistance  to  Centenary 
United  Methodist  Church,  which  had 
sustained  damage  from  Hurricane 
Lily.  Team  members  painted,  cleaned, 
and  repaired  various  items  throughout 
the  church.  The  work  was  hot,  dirty, 
and  tiring,  but  to  those  who  partici¬ 
pated,  it  was  also  very  fulfilling. 

“Seeing  the  excitement  of  the 
church  members  and  the  appreciation 
they  had  for  a  sister  church  to  come 
and  lend  a  helping  hand  is  so  memo¬ 
rable,”  said  David  Boylan,  mission 
team  member.  Accompanying  him 
was  his  spouse,  LynRae,  and  oldest 
daughter,  LeeAnn.  David  remarked 
that  they  saw  this  mission  trip  as  a 
great  opportunity  to  help  people  in 
their  own  faith  without  having  to  go 
out  of  the  country. 

Some  church  members  did  travel 
out  of  the  country  to  participate  in 
mission  trips  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission 
(VIM).  In  July,  a  team  of  ten  went  to 
Jayaque,  El  Salvador,  a  country  devas¬ 
tated  by  two  earthquakes  in  2001  and 
years  of  civil  war. 

Led  by  John  Krause,  they  buiJt  a 
concrete  block  house  for  a  family  of 
eight.  The  father  was  disabled,  and 
the  mother  was  the  only  money¬ 
maker  of  the  family. 

Team  member  Bert  Lott  comment¬ 
ed  that  the  experience  was  life  chang¬ 
ing  for  him.  “I  have  never  seen  such 
joy  that  comes  from  receiving  so  little. 

I  look  at  the  world  differently  now, 
more  realistically.” 

And  reality  for  most  who  live  in  El 
Salvador  is  ugly.  At  a  recent  speaking 
engagement  at  FUMC-Gonzales, 
Gelmaria  Moreno-Sanchez, 
UMCOR/UMVJM  representative  to  El 
Salvador,  said  ,  "Twelve  years  after 
civil  war,  the  country  is  still  not  healed 
from  the  oppression  and  other  atroci¬ 
ties  that  were  suffered.  Commerce  is 
still  difficult  due  to  violence,  and  there 
are  insufficient  resources  to  get  back 


on  their  feet.” 

That  is  where  organizations  like 
UMCOR/UMVIM  and  the  mission 
teams  they  sponsor  come  in.  “  In  a 
place  where  the  reality  is  that  70%  of 
the  people  have  no  electricity,  that 
most  don’t  have  potable  water  and 
that  thirty-five  years  old  is  too  old  to 
find  work...  missionaries  have  to 
demonstrate  Jesus’  love,  not  just 
preach  it,”  commented  Mareno- 
Sanchez. 

The  people  at  FUMC  certainly 
agree,  as  evidenced  by  their  increased 
involvement  in  such  a  variety  of  mis¬ 
sions.  In  September,  a  team  of  twen¬ 
ty-six  volunteers  traveled  to  Reynosa, 
Mexico,  for  a  weekend  medical  mis¬ 
sion  to  a  region  that  had  very  little 
medical  service.  The  mission  team 
was  led  by  Dr.  K.E.  Mathew  and  Glenn 
Cambre.  Spiritual  leaders  were  the 
Reverends  Gary  Willis  and  Tommy 
Bergeron.The  team  included  physi¬ 
cians,  nurses,  pharmacists,  inter¬ 
preters,  preachers,  and  several  non¬ 
medical  personnel. 

Together,  they  served  360  individu¬ 
als,  most  of  them  children.  They 
worked  closely  with  the  local  people, 
whose  hospitality  was  greatly  appreci¬ 
ated  during  the  two  day  clinic.  Though 
it  was  difficult  and  heart-wrenching 
work,  they  returned  home  with  a  new 
perspective  and  a  decision  to  go  back 
for  future  mission  trips. 

What  is  it  about  exposure  to 
extreme  poverty,  health  issues,  and 
different  cultures  that  make  partici¬ 
pants  want  to  repeat  their  experience? 

Pastor  of  FUMC,  Gary  Willis,  who 
participated  in  both  the  El  Salvador 
and  Mexico  mission  trips  says  that 
what  always  moves  him  is,  “Seeing 
tlie  change  in  the  mission  team  mem¬ 
bers  as  they  are  exposed  to  people  of 
great  courage  and  faith  living  lives  of 
such  poverty.  The  sacrifices  even  the 
children  made  in  carrying  large  jugs  of 
water  incredible  distances  to  the 
worksite  for  mixing  concrete  was  an 
unforgettable  inspiration  to  us  all.” 

Tricia  Lott,  who  participated  in  the 
Rayne  and  El  Salvador  trips  said, 
“Knowing  that  we  were  doing  some¬ 
thing  to  improve  lives  makes  me  feel 
very  blessed  about  life  in  general.”  Her 
husband,  Bert,  who  also  went  on  both 
trips  smiled  broadly  when  asked  why 
he  went.  “If  you  want  to  change  a  life, 
especially  yours,  go  on  a  mission  trip.” 

Missions  Coordinators  for  FUMC, 
Gonzales,  John  and  Linda  Krause, 
have  made  it  clear  that  the  recently 
increased  missions  activities  are  just 
the  beginning  for  the  church. 

Plans  are  already  made  for  trips  this 
year  to  Honduras,  Reynosa,  and 
South  Louisiana,  as  well  as  even  more 
involvement  in  local  missions. 
Participants  agree  that  these  missions 
would  not  be  possible  without  the 
support  of  the  church  members, 
whether  it  be  with  prayers,  efforts,  or 
money. 
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Dr.  Leya  Mathew,  a  Gonzales  pediatrician  who  participated  in  the  medical  mission 
team,  top,  poses  with  five  of  six  siblings  who  attended  the  clinic  at  Reynosa,  Mexico. 
Members  of  the  Rayne  Mission  Team:  (bottom  row)  Walt  Cory,  Bonnie  Keibler,  Tricia 
Lott,  John  Krause;  (middle  row)  Linda  Krause,  Amy  Willis,  Laura  Barron,  Mike  Hayes, 
Judy  LeMaire,  Bert  Lott,  LynRae  Boylan,  David  Boylan;  (top  row)  Sandy  Bergeron, 
LeeAnn  Boylan,  Jacque  Comeaux,  Shawn  Hayes.  Above,  the  El  Salvador  mission 
team  poses  with  the  recipient  family:  (bottom  row)  Tommy  Harrell, Tonia  Graham, 
Francisco,  Skipper  Mclnnis,  Gabriel,  Javier-David;  (middle  row)  Tricia  Lott,  Maria, 
Marina,  Guadelupe,  John  Krause,  Gerson;  (top  row)  Gary  Willis,  Bert  Lott,  John 
Krause,  Dora,  Tommy  Turner,  Richard  Schultz,  Glenn  Cambre. 
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we  shriveled  up,”  said  Nancy  Feaster,  63. 
“I  don’t  think  that’s  the  purpose  God 
made  us  for,  to  waste  away.  So  I’m  going 
out  working.” 

Feaster  and  her  husband,  Richard,  62, 
left  their  home  in  Lafayette,  Ind.,  last 
month  for  a  road  trip  to  Dulac,  where 
they  have  set  up  a  temporary  camp  with 
four  other  couples. 

The  group  joined  together  to  help 
rebuild  the  Methodist  Church  on  Coast 
Guard  Drive  through  a  program  called 
NOMADS,  which  stands  for  Nomads  on 
a  Mission  Active  Divine  Service.  Or,  as 
Ronald  Unangst,  71,  of  Edwardsville,  Ill., 
jokes,  “Numerous  old  Methodists  avoid¬ 
ing  deep  snow.” 

The  NOMADS  program  is  a  mission- 
outreach  branch  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  volunteer  group 
counts  about  1,400  adults  age  55  to  82  as 
its  members. 

The  ministry  program  sends  volun¬ 
teers  on  missions  to  remodel  and  repair 
churches,  homes,  camps  and  youth  cen¬ 
ters  in  mostly  poor  communities  across 
the  South,  places  where  for  various  eco¬ 
nomic  reasons  residents  have  a  difficult 
time  completing  these  tasks  themselves. 
The  group  is  in  Dulac  to  raise  the  floor  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  next  door  to  the 
already-elevated  Clanton  Chapel  build¬ 
ing.  The  older  Methodist  church  has  not 
been  used  since  2002,  when  Tropical 
Storm  Isidore  and  Hurricane  Lili 
dumped  piles  of  mud  and  floodwater 
inside  the  battered  brick  building. 
Thanks  to  the  NOMADS  and  about 
$2,000  worth  of  insurance  money,  the 
church  will  get  a  new  floor  about  31 
inches  off  the  ground,  staircases,  rewired 
ceiling  fans  and  redesigned  windows 
with  shutters  that  will  allow  the  bottom 
portion  of  the  building  to  be  cleaned 
after  it  floods. 

Officials  hope  the  renovated  building 
will  reopen  as  a  preschool  for  Dulac  chil¬ 
dren  this  fall.  The  NOMADS  are  com¬ 
pleting  the  bulk  of  the  project  this  week. 
The  couples  provide  all  the  labor  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  project  for  free.  They  also 
pay  for  their  meals  and  expenses  in 
exchange  for  one  thing:  electricity  and 
water  connections  for  their  travel  trail¬ 
ers. 

Barbara  Unangst,  68,  said  the  part¬ 
nership  between  the  church  and  the 
NOMADS  group  allows  volunteers  to 
contribute  their  energy  to  a  greater 
cause.  The  Unangsts  are  the  leaders  of 
this  mission,  so  they  organize  breaks 
and  make  sure  volunteers  are  not  in 
danger. 

The  couple  has  completed  about  25 
missions  across  the  country  since  join¬ 
ing  the  NOMADS  program  eight  years 


ago. 

“We’ve  had  young  men  say,  ‘We  can’t 
keep  up  with  you.  Slow  down,’  “  said 
Barbara  Unangst.  “We  sing  songs,  joke 
and  tease.  There’s  a  real  camaraderie 
and  fellowship  among  us  all,  and  meet¬ 
ing  all  the  people  is  the  best  part.  I’ve 
made  six  new  friends  on  this  trip." 

Couples  such  as  Betty  and  Ralph 
Bruner  leave  their  homes,  families  and 
communities  for  months  on  end  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  NOMADS-sponsored  proj¬ 
ects.  The  Bruners  left  their  home  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  in  November,  and  won’t 
return  until  March. 

“This  is  what  we’re  supposed  to  do, 
spread  the  gospel,”  said  Betty  Bruner. 
She  and  her  husband,  both  69,  have 
been  on  32  missions  over  the  past 
decade.  “Here  we’re  at  the  end  of  the 
road,  we  can’t  go  any  further,  but  the 
people  are  so  friendly  and  courteous,” 
said  Betty  Bruner.  “You  get  up  in  big 
cities  like  Toledo  and  they  run  you  off 
the  road.  Here,  the  people  are  so  relaxed. 
I  haven’t  been  anywhere  where  they 
wouldn’t  do  anything  for  you.”  When 
NOMADS  travel,  they  often  meet  people 
who  are  surprised  by  their  energy  and 
commitment  to  completing  volunteer 
projects,  which  usually  last  about  three 
weeks. 

They  think  old  people  are  sitting  in 
their  rocking  chairs  and  not  doing  any¬ 
thing,”  said  Barbara  Unangst,  a  former 
church  secretary  who,  along  with  other 
women  in  the  mission,  framed  all  the 
church  windows.  “I  have  my  own  bag  of 
tools.”  Frank  Zahn,  61,  is  the  youngest 
member  of  the  crew  and  a  former  owner 
of  a  restoration  company  in  Bernard, 
Iowa.  He  busied  himself  repairing 
church  walls  last  week  and  cracking 
jokes  with  volunteers.  “I’m  on  my  third 
pacemaker  but  that  doesn’t  slow  me 
down  a  bit,”  said  Frank  Zahn.  While  he 
works  outside,  his  wife,  Norma,  68,  is 
organizing  books  in  the  Dulac 
Community  Center  library.  The  fifth 
couple,  Francis,  73,  and  Janet,  71,  Fritz, 
is  from  Cookeville,  Tenn.  They  have  been 
on  12  missions  over  the  past  six  years, 
using  their  skills  as  former  shop  and 
home  economics  teachers  to  finish  con¬ 
struction  projects 

“We  always  did  want  to  travel  and  we 
tried  that  one  year.  But  we  were  traveling 
without  a  purpose,  seeing  a  lot  of 
scenery  and  going  to  all  the  tourist 
spots,  going  broke,”  said  Nancy  Feaster. 
“Doing  it  this  way,  we’re  traveling  with  a 
purpose,  seeing  new  places,  meeting 
new  people.  Here  you  get  more  fulfill¬ 
ment  than  money  could  ever  give  you.” 
For  information  on  the  NOMADS  pro¬ 
gram,  visit  www.nomadsumc.org. 


Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  to  feature  Jacob's  Ladder 


Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church, 
located  at  10328  Jefferson  Highway, 
invites  you  to  a  free  contemporary, 
Christian  concert  on  Friday,  March  12 
from  7-9  p.m.  in  the  church  Fellowship 
Hall. 

Jacob’s  Ladder,  a  contemporary  praise 
band,  will  perform  a  lively  selection  of 
popular  tunes  in  a  fun  and  casual  set¬ 
ting.  The  church  Fellowship  Hall  will 
take  on  a  coffee  house  atmosphere  with 


plenty  of  small  table  seating  and  special 
lighting. 

Gourmet  coffees  and  pastries  from 
CC’s  Coffee  House  will  be  available  for  a 
nominal  price,  along  with  assorted  soft 
drinks.  Snacks  and  light  refreshments 
will  also  be  available. 

Join  us  for  this  fun-filled  evening  of 
great  music  and  fellowship  on  Friday, 
March  12  at  Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Primetimers  offers  stimulating  excursions 


Primetimers,  a  program  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
offers  opportunities  for  education, 
fellowship,  and  cross-cultural  appre¬ 
ciation  in  the  context  of  Christian 
mission. 

“A  Glimpse  into  the  Land  of 
Lincoln:  People,  Places  and  Faith”  is 
set  for  Aug.  22-27  at  the  Midwest 
Mission  Distribution  Center  in 
Chatham,  Ill.  Participants  will  learn 
about  the  rich  religious  history  of 
“Lincoln  Country,”  and  about  how 
the  early  Methodist  movement 
shaped  the  region  and  its  inhabi¬ 
tants.  The  groups  will  also  serve  in 
mission  through  the  ongoing  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  distribution  center  and  by 
volunteering  at  a  children’s  tutoring 
center  in  Springfield.  Registration 
deadline  is  July  1.  Event  contact  is 
Bunny  Wolfe  at  (217)  747-0720, 
Bunnydwolfe@aol.com. 

“Exploring  Your  Faith  with  Lewis  & 
Clark”  will  be  held  Aug.  29-Sept.  3  at 
the  Alton  L.  Collins  United  Methodist 
Retreat  Center  in  Eagle  Creek, 
Oregon.  Come  and  discover  how 
Portland/Vancouver  fulfilled  Lewis 
and  Clark’s  description  as  a  fine  place 
for  a  port  and  a  “handsome  valley” 
where  Jason  Lee  and  other  Methodist 
missionaries  would  soon  begin  to 
spread  the  Good  News  to  the 
Northwest.  Participants  will  help 
build  an  authentic  Chinook  Indian 
plank  house,  develop  interpretive 
materials  for  the  retreat  center  and 


harvest  and  weed  in  the  center’s  gar¬ 
den.  Registration  deadline  is  July  15. 
Event  contact  is  Janice  Stevens  at 
(503)  637-6411,  alcrc@teleport.com. 

“South  of  France  and  its  Christian 
Heritage”  is  set  for  Sept.  13-24  in 
Romans,  Drome-South  of  France.  In 
a  beautiful  French  setting,  partici¬ 
pants  will  experience  French  culture 
and  cuisine,  and  hear  about  the  life 
of  the  Huguenots  and  the  religious 
war  in  the  southern  regions  of 
France.  Visit  the  caves  where 
Huguenots  would  hide  to  have 
church  services.  A  lot  of  sightseeing  is 
involved,  and  will  include  much 
walking  and  climbing  of  stairs. 
Registration  deadline  is  July  31.  Event 
contact  is  Hilda  Dutrow  at  (912)  764- 
6609,  jhdutrow@bulloch.net. 

“Life  on  the  Bayou  Teche:  History, 
Culture,  and  UMCOR  Sager- Brown” 
will  be  held  Oct.  24-30  at  UMCOR 
Sager-Brown  in  Baldwin,  La. 
Experience  life  on  Bayou  Teche 
through  presentations,  site  visits, 
music,  dance  and  cuisine.  Learn 
about  the  history  of  the  Sager-Brown 
site,  which  opened  after  the  Civil  War 
in  1867  as  a  school  and  orphanage 
for  African-American  children. 
Participants  will  serve  in  mission  on 
the  UMCOR  Sager-Brown  campus  in 
outreach  ministries  to  local  residents. 

Registration  deadline  is  Sept.  10. 
Event  contact  is  Marsha  Alexander  at 
(337)  923-6238,  malexander@sager- 
brown.org. 


The  annual  Legacy  Luncheon  at  Centenary  College  gives  the  college  and  stu¬ 
dent  recipients  of  scholarships  a  chance  to  meet  and  thank  those  who  make 
their  scholarships  possible.  Among  the  participants  on  Feb.  6  at  Centenary  were 
Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  a  Centenary  trustee  from  Bunkie  and  many  of  the  recipients 
of  the  Howard  L.  Daughenbaugh— Thomas  H.  Matheny  Memorial  Scholarships, 
which  were  established  by  the  Board  of  Laity  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Pictured  are  (left  to  right,  first  row)  Heather  Bethley,  freshman  from  Vivian;  Dr. 
Carruth;  Katie  McKay,  senior  from  Baton  Rouge;  (second  row)  Darrius  Hills, 
sophomore  from  Alexandria;  Jared  Williams,  junior  from  Monroe;  Megan 
Saucier,  junior  from  Lake  Charles;  (third  row)  Sarah  Stringer,  senior  from  West 
Monroe;  Donald  Rhea,  freshman  from  Houma;  Brandon  Wollerson,  senior  from 
Calhoun;  and  Meghan  Trammell-Kelley,  freshman  from  Monroe. 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholars  not  pictured  are  Debra  Elsen,  sophomore 
from  Slidell;  Olivia  Hamilton,  sophomore  from  West  Monroe;  and  Joseph 
Robideaux,  senior  from  West  Monroe. 
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Tentative 

2.13.04 


2004  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE 

June  9-12 


WEDNESDAY 

THURSDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

Registration:  8:00am  -  5:00pm 

6:45am  Morning  Prayer  (Laity  Worship) 
7:00-8:00am  Laity  Breakfast 

8:00am-5:00pm  Registration 

6:45am  Morning  Prayer  (Laity  Worship) 
7:00-8:00am  Cursillo  Breakfast 

8:00am-12  noon  Registration 

6:45am  Morning  Prayer  (Laity  Worship) 
7:00am  Ecumenical  Breakfast 

8:30  -  10:30am  Board  Meetings 

(locations  to  be  announced) 

11:00am  Memorial/Communion  Worship 
Service  -  Worship  Center 

8:30am  Bible  Study 

9:15am  Lay  Leader's  Address 

Board  of  Laity  Report 

10:00am  Break 

8:30am  Bible  Study 

9:15am  Business  Session 

Retired  Ministers  Homes 

CFA  Report  #2 

10:30am  Break 

8:30am  Ecumenical  Leaders  -  recognition 

9:00-ll:30am  Special  Session  - 

Children  and  Poverty 

10:30am  Health  Insurance  Report 

11:00am  Retirees  (worship) 

12:30pm  Lunch 

12:15pm  Lunch 

12:15pm  Lunch 

11:30am  Invitation  2005 

Fais-dodo 

Celebration  in  breezway 
hosted  by  the  Acadiana  District 

Luncheons:  United  Methodist  Men 

W.  T.  Handy 

COSROW 

Clergy  Spouses 

Extension  Ministries 

Luncheons:  Retirees  -  Asbury  UMC 
Youth/Young  Adults 

BMCR 

Fixing  of  Appointments 

Sending  Forth 

12:00  noon  Depart 

2:00pm  Opening  Session 

Call  to  Order 

Welcome 

Roll  Call 

Adoption  of  Agenda 
Introduction  of  Theme 
Episcopacy  Committee 

Episcopal  Address 

3:30-5:00  pm  Clergy/Laity  Session 

1:45pm  Business  Session 

-  General  Conference  Report 

-  CMT  Reports 

-  Rules  Committee 

3:15  Break 

3:45pm  -  Board  of  Pensions 

-  Agency  Reports/Elections 

-  Other 

-  Strengthening  the  Black  Church 

l:45-2:30pm  Bd.  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Report  -  Worship  Center 

2:30-3:00pm  Break 

3:00pm  Business  Session 

-  Trustees 

-  Conference  Center 

-  Seminaries'  Representative 

-  Petitions 

-  Other 

4:30pm  Organization  of  Boards 

5:00-7:00pm  Dinner 

Dinners:  Bd.  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Assoc.  Mbrs./Local  Pastors 

Town  &  Country 

5:30  -  7:00pm  Awards  Banquet 

5:30-7:00pm  Dinner 

Dinners:  Alumni 

7:00-8:30pm  Business  Session 

-  Nominations 

-  CFA  Report  #1 

-  Petitions/Resolutions 

-  Publishing  House 

-  UM  Foundation 

-  Statistician 

8:30-9:00pm  Evening  Vespers  - 
business  section 

7:00pm  Celebration  of  Districts 

Worship  Service  -  Worship  Center 

7:00pm  Ordination  Service  - 
Worship  Center 

Reception  for  Ordinands  -  upstairs 

2/18/2004  12:15  PM 


Youngblood  to  keynote  at  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  assembly  March  1 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Johnny  Ray 
Youngblood  from  St.  Paul  Community 
Baptist  church  in  Brooklyn  will  address 
the  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  on  Monday, 
March  1  when  it  convenes  at  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church,  208  North  Fourth 
Street  in  Baton  Rouge.  In  his  address, 
Youngblood  will  explore  the  theme, 
“Ecumenism  in  the  Trenches.” 
Youngblood  will  also  be  the  Preacher 
at  the  Assembly  Worship  Service  on 
Monday  evening,  March  1,  at  7:30  p.m. 
at  Shiloh  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
185  Eddie  Robinson  Sr.  Drive.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend  the  service. 

Youngblood  is  one  of  the  leading 
theologians  of  his  time.  He  is  in  his 
27th  year  of  service  as  senior  pastor  of 
St.  Paul  Community  Baptist  Church. 


During  his  tenure  as  pastor,  the  church 
has  grown  from  a  membership  of  84  to 
a  congregation  of  more  than  9,000; 
from  one  worship  service  on  Sunday 
morning  to  an  average  of  five  weekly 
services;  from  a  solo  Sunday  School 
program  to  25-30  weekly  classes  which 
include  bible  study,  men,  women  and 
youth  issues,  a  twelve-step  substance 
abuse  counseling  program,  alternative 
healing  disciplines,  martial  arts,  dance, 
drama,  deaf  ministries  and  many 
more. 

As  chief  executive  officer, 
Youngblood  oversees  a  staff  of  more 
than  60  full-time  employees  and  a  sub¬ 
stantial  group  of  part-timers  and  vol¬ 
unteers. 

In  other  business  the  Assembly  del¬ 
egates  will  hear  reports  from  task 


forces  with  recommendations  for 
action.  Reports  from  the  Criminal 
Justice  Commission,  Stewardship  for 
the  Environment  Commission,  Farm 
Advocacy  Program  and  Faith  and 
Order  Commission  will  be  heard. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Charles  E.  Jenkins, 
Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Louisiana  will  preside  at  the  meeting. 
The  Most  Rev.  Michael  Jarrell,  Bishop 
for  die  Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of 
Lafayette  will  be  installed  as  President 
Monday  evening  at  a  worship  service 
to  be  held  at  Shiloh  Missionary  Bapdst 
Church,  185  Eddie  Robinson  Sr.  Drive. 
His  office  as  president  will  begin  at  the 
close  of  the  Assembly.  Delegates  will 
also  elect  other  officers  and  board 
members. 

Panel  presentadons  will  be  offered 


on  Tuesday  morning.  Rev.  Jeff  Day  will 
address  racial  reconciliation  and  the 
work  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Synagogues.  Rob 
Gorman  will  address  the  issue  of 
coastal  restoration.  The  UC  Criminal 
Justice  Commission  wiil  update  dele¬ 
gates  on  juvenile  justice  reform  and 
other  matters  related  to  those  incarcer¬ 
ated  in  state  facilities.  These  panels 
are  offered  to  honor  the  work  of  Rev. 
James  Stovall,  former  Director  of  the 
LIC. 

For  more  information,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  Rev.  C.  Dana  Krutz,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Fourth  Floor,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802; 
phone  (225)  344-0134);  fax  (225)  344- 
0142;  E-mail:  lainterchurch@aol.com. 
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host  education  seminar  by  Board  of  Discipleship's  Carol  Krau 


Acadiana  District  to 

The  Acadiana  District  will  host  a 
Christian  Education  Seminar  conducted 
by  Carol  Krau,  Director  of  Teacher/ 
Leadership  Development  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  Sat.,  March  20, 
from  8:30  a.m.-3  p.m.  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

All  are  invited  to  attend,  including 


clergy,  laity,  small  group  leaders,  educa¬ 
tion  chairpersons,  VBS  teachers,  church 
school  superintendents  and  other 
teachers. 

Registration  may  be  made  via  e-mail 
to  acadumcdmt@bellsouth.net. 
Materials  and  lunch  for  the  seminar  are 
$5  per  person. 


Krau,  a  veteran  author,  spirited 
speaker,  and  lecturer  on  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  spiritual  formation,  has  con¬ 
ducted  numerous  training  sessions  and 
seminars  with  Christian  educators 
nationally  and  internationally  on  princi¬ 
ples  of  teaching  and  learning. 

She  is  a  recognized  leader  across  the 


church  in  equipping  Sunday  school 
instructors  and  leaders  of  Vacation  Bible 
School.  Krau  is  the  author  of  "Keeping  in 
Touch:  Christian  Formation  and 
Teaching.’’ 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Acadiana  District  Office  at  (337)  235- 
2904. 


LAVIM  Leaders 

Some  of  the  47  team  leaders  trained  at 
the  January  23-24  LAVIM  Team  Leader 
Training  held  at  the  Woodworth 
Conference  Center.  These  leaders  and 
others  will  direct  approximately  65 
mission  teams  from  our  Annual 
Conference  to  all  parts  of  the  world  in 
2004.  Mission  Volunteer  Executive 
Secretary  of  GBGM,  Jeanie 
Blankenbaker  and  Mexico  UMVIM 
Director  Willie  Berman  were  on  hand 
as  instructors,  joined  by  Larry 
Norman,  LAVIM  Director  and  Ann 
Sutton,  LAVIM  Advisory  Chair.  Check 
the  Louisiana  Conference  web  page 
for  more  information  on  LAVIM  and 
teams  scheduled  for  2004. 


Log  on  the  La.  Conference  web  page  at  www.la-umc.org  to  download 
your  registration  materials  or  call  (888)  239-5286  to  request  them. 


Join  Us  For 


March  13th,  2004 


10:00  a.m.  -  3:00  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  -  Woodworth,  La 

For  more  information,  please  call 
Tom  Dolph  toll  free  at  (888)  239-5286 


Important  Dates! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 

General  Conference 
April  27-May  7 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

La.  Annual  Conference 
June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 


Clergy  Spouse  Retreat 
set  for  March  26-27 

The  Clergy  Spouse  Retreat  will  be 
held  March  26-27  at  the  La. 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is 
"Becoming  God’s  Dance  Partner: 
Living  the  Dance.” 

All  active,  retired  and  surviving 
spouses  of  clergy  are  invited  to 
attend.  Invitation/registration  forms 
are  in  the  mail. 

The  retreat  will  feature  fellowship, 
food,  singing,  inspiring  talks,  enthusi¬ 
astic  discussion,  show  and  tell,  wor¬ 
ship,  meditation,  walking,  maybe 
even  a  little  “dancing!” 

For  more  information,  contact 
Judy  McDonald  at  (318)  793-5612  or 
windfingers@centurytel.net. 
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Moffat  to  keynote  Annual  Conference  in  new  venue:  Lafayette 


"The  Embrace  of  God — Hospitality 
that  is  Holy”  will  serve  as  the  theme  for 
the  2004  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
slated  for  June  9-12  at  the  Lafayette 
Convention  Center  (The  Cajundome)  in 
Lafayette. 

Addressing  the  theme  throughout,  Dr. 
Jessica  Moffat  will  serve  as  keynote 
speaker  and  Bible  study  leader  for  the 
event.  Moffat  is  senior  pastor  of  a  1000- 
member  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bixby,  Oklahoma,  on  the  edge  of  Tulsa. 


She  received  her  Master’s  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Candler  School  of  Theology 
at  Emory  University  and  is  currendy 
working  toward  a  doctor  of  ministry 
degree.  Following  a  discernment  style  of 
leadership,  Moffatt  is  known  in  her 
Annual  Conference  for  helping  diverse 
committees  and  task  groups  reach  con¬ 
sensus  as  they  accomplish  their  pur¬ 
pose. 

Moffatt’s  additional  expertise  is  in  the 
area  of  urban  and  community  min¬ 


istries.  In  her  previous  appointment, 
she  led  her  church  in  launching  more 
than  800  lay  persons  in  30  diverse 
"hands-on”  ministries  beyond  the  walls 
of  the  church. 

Rev.  Doug  Baker,  chairman  of  this 
year’s  Worship  Committee,  explained 
that  this  year’s  theme  is  drawn  from 
scripture,  specifically  Isaiah  54:2: 
“Enlarge  the  place  of  your  tent,  stretch 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 


Bridge  of  Life 


Joy  amidst  desolation:  Children  scavenge  their  living 
in  a  garbage  dump  outside  Phnom  Penh,  Cambodia, 
right.  Above,  other  children  in  the  city  take  a  break 
from  performing  in  a  parade. Top  right:  La. 
Conference  members  participate  in  a  cornerstone 
ceremony  for  Spean  Chivit  United  Methodist  Church. 

Photos  by  Larry  Norman. 


Church  members  forge 'Bridge  of  Life' and  hope  in  Asia 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

An  excited  and  slightly  nervous 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team 
boarded  a  flight  from  Shreveport  on 
Jan.  25  that  brought  them  -  30  hours 
later  -  to  Phnom  Penh,  Cambodia  for 
the  experience  of  a  lifetime. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  was  to  formalize  a  relationship 
with  Spean  Chivit  “The  Bridge  of  Life” 
United  Methodist  Church,  located  in 


the  Dey  Eth  Community  in  the 
Kandal  Province. 

Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  Cambodia 
Mission  Initiative  Coordinator  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  was  joined  by 
six  other  adults  and  five  youth  repre¬ 
senting  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  DeRidder,  First  UMC  in 
Ringgold,  and  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Until  recently,  Spean  Chivit  UMC 
gathered  in  Koki  about  two  hundred 


yards  to  the  east  of  their  present  loca¬ 
tion.  The  worship  and  education 
building  was  moved  because  it  was 
previously  standing  less  than  three 
feet  from  the  busy,  main  highway 
between  Phnom  Penh  and  Ho  Chi 
Minh  City  (formerly  Saigon),  Vietnam. 

While  the  team  was  in  Cambodia, 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
sent  $35,000  to  Spean  Chivit  UMC  for 

See  Cambodia,  page  4 
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More  than  120  church  members  attended  the  Bishop's  Laity  Retreat  Feb.  27-28 
at  the  La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  above.  Provost  Don  Cottrill  leads 
worship,  top.  Joyce  Robinson  shares  a  laugh  with  Joyce  Sarver,  middle. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Bishop's  Task  Force  requesting  baby  blankets 


The  task  force  for  the  Bishop’s 
Initiative  on  Children  &  Poverty  is  asking 
all  churches  in  the  Conference  to  bring 
baby  blankets  for  needy  children  to  this 
year’s  Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette. 

A  goal  of  10,000  blankets  has  been 
set,  and  all  Districts  are  asked  to  begin 


collecting  blankets  now  to  bring  to 
Conference  in  June. 

The  blankets  will  be  dedicated  during 
the  Saturday  morning  session  of  Annual 
Conference. 

Contact  your  District  Missioner  for 
more  information. 


Recipients  of  annual  SAM  Grants  announced 


The  recipients  of  this  year’s  Support 
Action  Ministries  (SAM)  Grants,  awarded 
through  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  have  been  announced. 

Six  new  projects  were  selected,  and 
five  continuing  projects  will  be  funded 
for  a  total  of  $28,050  in  grants  awarded. 

“Community  Youth  Outreach,”  oper¬ 
ated  at  Shaw  Temple  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  will  provide  an 
after-school  and  summer  enrichment 
program  for  at  risk  youth  ages  1 1-16  in 
the  Hollygrove  community. 

“Gretna  UMM  Feeding  Ministry,” 
operated  through  Gretna  UMC,  will  pro¬ 
vide  funds  to  help  underwrite  the  cost  of 
a  United  Methodist  Men’s  feeding  pro¬ 
gram  for  approximately  200  homeless 
men,  women  and  children. 

“Hope  Minority  Enrichment,”  in 
association  with  Hope  Community 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  will  facilitate  an 
after-school  program  with  tutoring  for  at 
least  60  at-risk  children  and  youth  in 
grades  1-12,  staffed  entirely  by  volun¬ 
teers.  Summer  enrichment  and  Saturday 
morning  ministry  efforts  are  other  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  program. 

“Newman  Community  Outreach 
Center,”  facilitated  through  Newman 


UMC  in  Alexandria,  will  provide  pro¬ 
grams  for  children,  youth  and  singles. 
Volunteer  staff  will  provide  computer 
tutorials,  career  mentors  for  teens,  and 
an  occupational  counseling  program  for 
the  unemployed  or  underemployed. 

“The  High  Way  Cafe,”  collaboratively 
operated  through  Rayne  Memorial  UMC, 
Napoleon  UMC  and  Mt.  Zion  UMC  in 
New  Orleans,  will  serve  as  a  respite  for 
the  homeless  offering  nourishment, 
counseling  and  items  of  clothing. 

“Napoleon  Avenue  UMC  After-school 
Program”  targets  its  neighborhood 
youth,  providing  homework  assistance, 
enrichment  programs,  daily  devotionals 
and  snacks. 

The  five  continuing  projects  include: 
“CARE  After-school  Program,”  through 
First  UMC  of  Coushatta;  “Marshall 
Heights,  Inc.,”  through  Wesley 
Booneville  UMC;  "Partnership  for  a 
Playground,”  through  a  partnership 
facilitated  by  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge;  “Strokes  for  LiT  Folks  Ministries,” 
through  Wesley-Pineville  UMC;  and 
“Cultural  Tutorial  Enhancement 
Ministry,”  through  the  Wesley 
Foundation  on  Southern  University’s 
campus. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 
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□  $25  (Two  years) 


Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La. NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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'Passion'  resources  available  at  UMC.org 


UMC.org,  the  official  online  min¬ 
istry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  recendy  launched  a  new 
online  series  to  help  individuals  and 
small  groups  better  assess  Mel 
Gibson’s  much-discussed  new  film, 
“The  Passion  of  The  Christ.” 
Leadership  resources  developed 
specifically  for  United  Methodist 
churches  are  available,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  features  allowing  visitors 


to  reflect  further. 

Additional  items  will  be  available 
throughout  the  life  of  the  series: 
UMC.org  movie  review,  study  guides, 
numerous  commentaries,  online  dis¬ 
cussions,  frequendy  asked  questions, 
denominational  statements,  as  well 
as  movie  trailers.  You  may  access  the 
series  by  clicking  on  “The  Passion  of 
The  Christ”  link  on  the  front  page  of 
www.UMC.org. 


Nominations  for  Schoeffler  award  being  accepted 


Nominations  for  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  Sarah  Schoeffler  Award  will 
be  received  during  the  month  of  March. 
The  award,  given  at  Annual  Conference 
by  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  is 
given  for  an  individual’s  leadership  role 
in  social  justice. 

The  first  recepient,  Sarah  Schoeffler, 
received  the  award  for  her  leadership  in 
organizing  the  state  to  save  our  wedands 
and  to  increase  our  church  awareness  of 
the  issue  as  it  related  to  Christian  stew¬ 
ardship.  One  year  the  award  was  given 


to  Dr.  Hilda  Arndt  for  her  leadership  as 
our  Conference  Peace  with  Justice 
Coordinator.  Greg  Dyke  was  recognized 
another  year  for  his  work  at  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center  for  innovative  pro¬ 
grams  giving  a  second  chance  to  “at  risk” 
youth. 

If  you  would  like  to  nominate  a  per¬ 
son  in  your  church  or  community, 
please  contact  Kemper  Smith,  member 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  at 
(337)  536-6732  or  by  emailing  him  at 
kemperl  188@aol.com. 


Shreveport  District  sponsoring 'Weekend  of  C.R.O.S.S/ 


The  Shreveport  District  is  sponsoring 
“Weekend  of  the  C.R.O.S.S.,”  a  Christ- 
driven  mission  opportunity  for  youth 
who  have  completed  grades  6-12  sched¬ 
uled  for  July  29-Aug.  1  in  the 
Shreveport/ Bossier  City  area. 

Here’s  what  you  can  expect:  repairing 
homes  for  needy  and  elderly:  dynamic 
Bible  study;  evening  worship  from  Ron 
and  Celia  Whi tier;  fellowship  with  youth 
from  other  churches. 


The  event  will  take  place  at 
Centenary  College. 

Cost  is  $100  per  person  before  May  1 
and  $120  per  person  until  June  15. 

All  churches  in  the  Shreveport 
District  will  receive  registration  materi¬ 
als  in  the  coming  month.  Any  other 
youth  groups  who  wish  to  receive  mate¬ 
rial  should  contact  Ben  McGehee  at 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  at  (318) 
686-2553. 


Clergywomen's  Spiritual 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
Clergywomen’s  Spiritual  Retreat  will 
be  held  May  11-12  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is 
"Let  Your  Light  So  Shine,”  Matthew 
5:14-16. 

Registration  begins  at  1 1a.m. 
Worship  begins  at  1p.m.  A  time  for 
sharing  follows  to  8  p.m. 

A  snack,  breakfast  and  dinner  are 
included.  Sharing  will  continue  the 
next  day  with  adjournment  at  noon. 

Registration  forms,  lodging  infor- 


Retreat  scheduled  for  May 

mation,  and  the  name  of  the  guest 
spiritual  leader  are  forthcoming. 

Come  prepared  to  share  your  wit¬ 
ness  through  personal  testimonies, 
an  ornament  of  light  which  sheds  a 
special  meaning  on  your  life  and 
ministry  or  a  story,  picture  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual  or  persons  who  has  influenced 
you  and  is  responsible  for  the  light 
that  shines  in  you  that  has  been 
passed  on  to  others. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell  at  (504)  945- 
1239  or  (504)  524-1041  after  3  p.m. 


Full-time  Youth  Minister 

Benton  United  Methodist  Church  in  Benton,  is  currently  seeking  a 
full-time  minister  to  students/youth.  Salary  and  benefits  are  nego¬ 
tiable  based  on  education  and  experience.  A  comprehensive  job 
description  is  available  by  calling  the  church  at  (318)  965-2273. 
Interested  persons  may  submit  a  resume  to:  Benton  United 
Methodist  Church  Student  Ministries  Position,  attn.:  Mr.  Gary 
Wyche,  P.  0.  Box  388,  Benton,  LA  71006.  Questions  may  be  directed 
to  Rev.  Lynn  Malone,  Pastor,  at  (318)  965-2273  or  (318)  965-0305. 
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your  tent  curtains 
wide,  do  not  hold  back; 
lengthen  your  cords, 
strengthen  your 
stakes.” 

“The  theme  of  hos¬ 
pitality  is  truly  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  The  United 
Methodist  'Open 
House’  slogan — Open 
Hearts,  Open  Minds, 

Open  Doors.  It’s  also  appropriate  that 
annual  conference  is  moving  to  a  new 
venue,  and  that  the  city  of  Lafayette  and 
the  Convention  Center  stand  ready  to 
welcome  us,”  said  Baker.  “Even  though  a 
new  place  can  be  unfamiliar,  we  are 
assured  that  God  is  there  ahead  of  us.  He 
proceeds  us  as  the  Great  Host.” 

Annual  Conference  will  be  different 
this  year  in  many  ways,  due  to  the 
change  in  location.  All  meetings  and 
events  will  be  housed  within  the  center, 
eliminating  the  need  to  switch  from 
building  to  building.  Separate  areas 
within  the  Convention  Center  have  been 
designated  for  business  sessions  and 
worship.  The  two  sections  will  be  right 


next  to  each  other,  creating  a  convenient 
flow  of  traffic.  “The  Worship  Committee 
is  planning  a  consecration  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  area,  creating  a  sacred  place  for  the 
various  services.  The  imagery  of  the  tent 
from  Isaiah  54:2  will  be  prominent  with 
the  use  of  lots  of  cloth,  creating  an 
atmosphere  of  a  ‘gathering  place,’”  said 
Baker. 

He  also  said  that  special  emphasis 
will  be  given  to  creating  a  sacred,  prayer¬ 
ful  atmosphere,  especially  since  this 
year’s  ordination  service  will  be  held  in 
this  room  (not  at  an  off-site  church). 

This  service  is  scheduled  for  Friday 
evening  at  7  p.m. 

Another  special  service  will  be  the 
“Celebration  of  Districts,”  to  be  held 
Thursday  night  at  7  p.m.  “Through  this 
time  of  worship,  we  will  celebrate  the 
different  regions  and  cultures  represent¬ 
ed  by  our  Districts.  We  will  acknowledge 
that  District  boundaries  have  changed 
over  the  years,  adjusting  with  the  chang¬ 
ing  needs  of  the  Annual  Conference.  Dr. 
Moffat  will  focus  on  the  celebration  of 
the  past  and  the  excitement  of  new 
beginnings,”  added  Baker. 


Churches  asked  to  submit  histories  online 


After  10  years  of  collecting  infor¬ 
mation,  the  Historical  Register  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  present¬ 
ed  at  this  year’s  Annual  Conference. 

In  the  1970s,  the  history  of  our 
conference  was  written,  but  it  includ¬ 
ed  little  data  on  individual  churches. 

In  the  mid  1990s,  while  working 
on  a  history  of  Methodism  in  the 
Terrebonne  Parish  area,  Tim  Hebert 
saw  that  the  histories  of  some  church¬ 
es  were  disappearing. 

With  the  help  of  the  Commission 
on  Archives  &  History,  every  church  in 
the  state  was  visited  and  pho¬ 
tographed.  The  finished  project  will 
contain  statistics,  a  photo,  a  brief  his¬ 
tory,  driving  directions,  and  a  map  for 
each  of  our  churches.  Hundreds  of 
churches  submitted  their  historical 


information  for  the  book.  Churches 
are  encouraged  to  check  their  edited 
information  online  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble.  It  has  been  placed  in  rough  draft 
form  at  <http:/  /www.historicalregis- 
ter.org/>.  You  will  also  find  that 
dozens  of  churches  have  not  submit¬ 
ted  a  brief  history  of  their  church.  If 
you  can  shed  any  light  on  the  histo¬ 
ries  of  those  churches,  please  send 
that  information  to  <tim@la- 
umc.org>. 

Information  and  corrections  will 
be  accepted  for  the  next  four  weeks 
before  the  final  result  is  printed.  The 
Register  will  be  available  in  limited 
quantities  in  print  and  CD  versions  at 
Annual  Conference  in  June. 
Information  on  acquiring  a  copy  will 
be  distributed  next  month. 


Web  site  connects  churches  and  musicians 


Spring  and  summer  are  not  far  away, 
nor  is  the  peak  season  when  musicians 
seek  new  church  positions  and  when 
churches  seek  new  employees.  Now 
available  on  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  worship  and  music  site  is  a 
collection  of  aids  for  churches  hiring 
musicians  and  for  musicians  searching 
for  church  positions.  These  include  arti¬ 
cles,  tips,  job  postings,  job  description 
informadon,  help  with  interviewing, 
information  from  The  Book  of 


Discipline,  and  sources  for  compensa¬ 
tion  comparisons. 

This  is  available  on  our  homepage 
(www.umcworship.org). 

For  more  information,  contact  Dean 
McIntyre,  Director  of  Music  Resources, 
The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  340003,  Nashville 
TN  37203-0003. 

Telephone  (877)  899-2780,  ext.  7073 
(toll  free)  or  (615)  340-7073. 

Email  address:  music@gbod.org. 


Centenary  College  and  the  D.L.  Dykes,  Jr.  Foundation 
Present 

Faith  &  Reason 

A  Seminar  Featuring  Marcus  Borg 

April  21  &  22 

Kilpatrick  Auditorium,  Centenary  College 
Please  call  318.869.5156  or  email  volson@centenary.edu  for  more  information. 
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>p-  Members  from  a  dance  troupe  from  the  Boulding  Orphanage  perform  for  visitors.  Middle:  A 
ack  of  skulls  offers  a  grim  reminder  of  Cambodia's  Killing  Fields  at  a  memorial  to  the  1 .7  million 
sople  killed.  Above:  Team  member  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell  shares  a  laugh  with  a  new  friend. 


new  land  and  construction  of  a  building  that  will  serve  as 
a  sanctuary  and  a  multi-purpose  facility.  “By  reaching 
out  to  our  brothers  and  sisters  in  Cambodia,  United 
Methodists  are  getting  the  opportunity  to  participate  in 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  revivals  in  Christian  history,” 
said  Milliron. 

The  mission  team  from  Louisiana  spent  1 1  days  min¬ 
istering  at  Spean  Chivit  UMC,  visiting  key  areas  of  the 
impoverished  country,  and  gathering  facts  to  refine 
future  missional  efforts  to  Cambodia.  “Most  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  Cambodian  churches  are  in  their  20’s,  and 
many  are  teens  or  children.  The  average  life  expectancy 
is  around  41  years  of  age.  Civil  strife,  war,  land  mines  and 
poor  health  conditions  have  taken  so  many  lives,”  said 
Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  ofVolunteers  in  Mission  for 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Rev.  Jack  O’Dell  and  Norman  led  Leadership 
Development  Seminars  for  the  adults,  who  ranged  in  age 
from  16-25.  “Often,  those  in  their  late  teens  were  the 
ones  teaching  classes.  Many  of  the  pastors  are  ages  18- 
25,”  said  O’Dell,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

Despite  their  youth,  the  Cambodians  exhibited  an 
incredible  faith  that  served  as  a  witness  to  the  visiting 
mission  team.  “They  have  a  fire  and  zeal  that  many  of 
our  churches  in  America  don’t  have.  The  depth  of  faith 
born  of  hardship  and  persecution  is  inspiring.  They  take 
nothing  for  granted,”  said  Milliron. 

Other  members  of  the  team  assisted  with  Vacation 
Bible  School  and  English  As  a  Second  Language  classes. 
“The  young  adults  who  journeyed  with  us  made  the 
Vacation  Bible  School  for  the  children  of  Spean  Chivit  a 
great  success.  They  mixed  with  the  children  by  using 
dramatization,  craft  activities,  and  by  teaching  them 
American  dances.  In  turn,  the  children  taught  them 
Cambodian  games.  Smiles  and  love  and  care  abounded. 
They  embodied  the  words  of  the  old  song,  ‘Jesus  loves 
me’,”  said  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero,  team  member  and  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  DeRidder. 

Eighteen-year-old  Magen  Luther,  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  DeRidder,  said,  “My  trip  to  Cambodia  was  a  life 
changing  experience.  I  now  view  my  life  in  a  completely 
different  way.  Before  I  left  for  Cambodia,  I  spent  money 
on  items  that  seemed  necessary  to  me.  Now  I  know  they 
are  not,  and  I  cherish  the  things  that  I  have.  I  thank  God 
for  giving  me  the  chance  to  venture  to  Cambodia.  It 
changed  my  life  forever!” 

Magen  and  other  members  of  the  team  also  had  the 
opportunity  to  work  side-by-side  with  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  missionaries  stationed  in  Cambodia. 
Those  serving  hail  from  the  United  States,  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Philippines,  Bangladesh,  Kenya, 

Zimbabwe,  and  Cambodia. 

The  Cambodian  Methodist  Mission  is  a  collaborative 
effort  of  the  Korean  Methodist  Church;  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Singapore;  The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States,  France  and  Switzerland;  and  the  World 
Federation  of  Chinese  Methodist  Churches.  The 
Cambodia  Initiative,  starting  with  three  churches  in  1989, 
has  established  close  to  200  churches.  Sunday  school 
materials  and  a  hymnal  have  been  published  in  Khmer, 
the  Cambodian  native  language. 

Cambodia  now  has  a  Bible  School  for  theological  edu¬ 
cation,  63  full  United  Methodist  congregations,  10 
ordained  Cambodian  deacons  and  35  lay  pastors. 

The  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  (LAVIM)  team 
visited  several  of  the  sites  served  by  the  Methodist 
Mission  Center  Staff.  One  of  the  most  shocking  experi¬ 
ences  for  the  LAVIM  team  was  a  trip  to  the  Phnom  Penh 
garbage  dump,  Stung  Mean  Chey. 

It  is  the  scene  each  day  of  hundreds  of  men,  women 
and  children  rummaging  through  500  acres  of  waste  to 
find  what  they  can  for  nourishment  and  for  items  to  be 
sold.  The  Phnom  Penh  Post  published  an  article  stating 
that  the  recyclables  are  sold  on  the  Black  Market  at  the 
Vietnamese  border  because  there  is  no  infrastructure  in 
Cambodia  yet  to  process  recycled  waste.  The  poorest  of 
the  poor  live  and  work  and  die  in  the  dump  site. 

The  church  has  a  building  on  the  perimeter  of  Stung 
Mean  Chey  where  sewing  and  cosmetology  classes  are 
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of  this  impoverishe 
Thousands  of  hom 
selves  to  approxim; 
off  die  Mekong  Riv 
the  residents  of  Bas 
scraps  and  anythin 
In  the  midst  of  t 
of  children  receivin 
through  the  orphai 
“Our  initial  conver: 
shown  us  that  futu 
focus  on  improving 
shelter  for  these  he 
The  team’s  last  f 
Siem  Reap  UMC  M 
ity  had  not  officiall 
governmental  licer 
red  tape  is  often  a  < 
its  missionaries. 

A  young  missioi 
Heinan,  greeted  th 
teacher  at  a  local  p 
from  the  city  in  the 
instruction  in  weld 
property  during  th 
as  he  has  had  diffie 
“The  opportuni 
Cambodia  is  evide 
as  the  only  way  ou 
revered  people  in  t 
perfect  match  for  < 
the  importance  of 
In  the  1970’s  th< 
mated  the  populal 
people,  most  of  th 
that  time  remains 
High  School  was  c 
used  to  extract  inf 
torture,  and  murd 
taken  out  of  the  ci 
Edlling  Fields. 

On  a  visit  to  thi 
observed,  “Seeing 
sobering  to  each  c 
while  walking  aloi 
we  found  bones  a 
children  working  i 
low  graves.” 

Paul,  a  41 -year 
his  miraculous  stc 
“When  I  was  12  yf 
diers  and  ordered 
learned  about  Jesi 
ing,  saying  that  if 
devote  my  life  to  1 
among  themselve 
got  distracted  anc 
have  served  God  < 
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said,  “The  Cambc 
very  evident  and » 
brothers  and  siste 
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s,  a  GBGM  missionary  from 
the  idea  that  a  future  missional  proj- 
)uld  be  the  construction  of  public 
umpsite  so  that  people  could  have  a 

LAVIM  team  is  planning  to  return  to 
2005  to  work  on  the  “bathing  station” 


ie  “Light  at  the  Dump  Sites”  program 
linistry  offers  scholarships  and  nutri- 
!0  students,  along  with  a  church 
additional  children  on  Sunday  after- 
im  provided  by  the  Vulnerable 
e  Organization. 

id  by  the  mission  team  were  the  Tonle 
ng  Villages. 

rphanage,  which  stands  in  the  middle 
;d  area,  serves  130  young  children, 
leless  people  have  attached  them- 
ately  two  square  blocks  of  land  right 
?er.  Just  within  site  of  the  Royal  Palace, 
sacc  have  fashioned  homes  out  of 
lg  they  can  find. 

this  depressed  area  is  the  hopeful  sight 
ng  a  home,  food  and  a  basic  education 
nage,  aided  by  the  Methodist  church, 
sations  at  Boulding  Orphanage  have 
ire  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  should 
g  health  care,  education,  hygiene  and 
omeless.” 

full  day  in  Cambodia  was  spent  at  the 
/fission  Center.  Unfortunately,  the  facil- 
ly  opened  for  worship  because  a  local 
nse  had  not  yet  been  granted.  Political 
delay  in  the  efforts  of  the  church  and 

in  volunteer  from  Colorado,  Joel 
re  team  and  explained  his  work  as  ESL 
pagoda,  used  as  a  school,  many  miles 
ie  countryside.  Heinan  also  gives 
ding  at  a  workshop  on  the  church’s 
re  week.  He  does  not  stay  there  alone 
iculty  with  bandits. 
iity  for  a  United  Methodist  identity  in 
ent.  Education  is  valued  there,  and  seen 
Lit  of  the  crushing  poverty.  The  most 
the  country  are  its  teachers.  This  is  a 
our  denomination,  which  emphasizes 
f  education,”  said  Milliron. 
le  Khmer  Rouge,  led  by  Pol  Pot,  deci- 
ition  with  the  execution  of  1.7  million 
rem  Cambodian  citizens.  The  horror  of 
5  with  the  Cambodians.  The  Tuol  Sleng 
converted  into  a  concentration  camp 
formation  from  their  prisoners  by  rape, 
ler.  Those  who  died  at  Tuol  Sleng  were 
ity  to  a  place  commonly  known  as  the 

lis  notorious  place,  Rev.  Milliron 
g  the  mountains  of  human  skulls  was 
of  our  LaVIM  team  members.  We  wept 
mg  beside  the  open  mass  graves  where 
and  bone  fragments  of  infants  and  small 
;  their  way  up  to  the  surface  from  shal- 

r-old  interpreter  for  the  group,  shared 
tory  of  conversion  with  the  visiting  team, 
/ears  old,  I  was  captured  by  Pol  Pot’s  sol- 
d  to  start  digging  my  own  grave.  I  had 
sus  in  a  refugee  camp.  I  just  started  pray- 
f  He  could  get  me  out  of  this,  I  would 
His  service.  The  men  started  arguing 
res  over  who  was  going  to  kill  me,  then 
id  just  forgot  about  me,  walking  away.  I 
1  ever  since." 

who  was  touched  by  Paul’s  testimony, 
mdians’  hunger  for  the  things  of  God  was 
1  compelling.  It  was  inspiring  to  see  our 
ters  in  Christ  nurtured  by  their  faith.  This 
he  greatest  highlights  of  my  life.” 


gagjjl 

.  t 

Top:  Mona  Milliron  tours  a  shantytown  in  Cambodia.  Middle:  Children  line  up  for  recess  at  the 
school  housed  at  the  Korean  Methodist  Mission  Center.  Above:  Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  center,  talks 
with  the  pastor  of  Spean  Chivit  United  Methodist  Church,  right,  and  the  group's  interpreter. 


MEETING  OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 


isi  tfjwfiBwnafiJoanmf! 

29,h  -  30m  January  2004 


La.  visit  coincides 
with  annual  meeting 

(The  following  narrative  was 
written  by  Rev.  Doug  Milliron, 
Cambodia  Mission  Initiative 
Chairman  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  Milliron 
recently  led  a  Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission  Team  on  a  fact-finding 
trip  to  Cambodia.  The  following 
account  describes  the  group's 
attendance  at  the  first  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Cambodia.) 

When  we  first  arrived  at  our 
destination,  the  group  had  inad¬ 
vertently  come  at  the  same  time 
that  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Cambodia  was  holding  its  first 
Annual  Meeting.  It  was  much  like 
the  "Christmas  Conference”  in  the 
early  days  of  our  country.  Half  the 
delegates  were  missionaries  and 
half  were  Cambodian.  The  con¬ 
gregations  now  total  close  to  200 
with  151  lay  pastors  and  10,409 
members. 

The  first  group  of  ordinands  on 
the  deacon  to  elder  route  were 
ordained  only  one  year  ago  by 
bishops  from  all  communions — 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church:  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Singapore: 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  United  States,  France  and 
Switzerland;  and  the  World 
Federation  of  Chinese  Methodist 
Churches.  Five  of  these  deacons 
already  have  responsibilities  simi¬ 
lar  to  a  superintendent.  They  are 
called  coordinators,  and  lead  sec¬ 
tions  that  can  make  up  several 
provinces. 

The  highlight  of  the  meeting 
included  the  presentation  of  the 
rough  draft  of  a  Discipline  written 
by  Cambodians,  and  the  singing 
of  a  Cambodian  hymn  (“We  Sing 
and  Shout  to  Praise  the  Lord”). 
Reports  about  their  process  in 
training  at  the  Cambodian 
Methodist  Bible  School  were 
given  and  other  key  areas  of  serv¬ 
ice  in  Cambodia,  and  the 
appointments  were  fixed  for  the 
churches  and  the  preaching 
points. 

I  am  told  the  next  Annual 
Meeting  will  be  in  August  of  2005. 
Bishop  Robert  Solomon  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Singapore 
presided  over  66  delegates. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


In  2004,  Wesley's  lay  speakers  are  doing  bigger  and  better  things. The  team's 
main  goal  for  this  year  is  to  focus  on  youth  members  by  getting  them  involved 
in  lay  speaking  activities.  Pictured  on  Laity  Sunday  at  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Wilson,  are  layspeakers  Clara  Drake,  Sonja  Terrell,  Tongia  Sanders,  Rev. 
D.  Slaughter,  Janet  Kelly,  and  Lamonica  Sanders.  Wesley  UMC,  pastored  by  Rev. 
Demetric  L.  Slaughter,  is  proud  of  its  lay  speaking  team.  Each  layspeaker  will  be 
dedicated  to  performing  their  duties  in  order  to  support  Rev.  Slaughter's  efforts 
to  reach  the  laity.  Because  of  their  willingness  to  serve  God,  the  membership  at 
Wesley  is  constantly  growing.  Rev.  Slaughter  says, "We  must  be  about  our 
Father's  business."  Therefore,  as  faithful  stewards  lay  speakers  will  "speak  out" 
in  order  to  reach  the  children  of  God. 


A  special  altar  commemorates  the  celebration  of  UMW  Sunday  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

First  UMC,  Lafayette,  celebrates  UMW  Sunday 


First  United 
Methodist  in 
Lafayette  celebrated 
UMW  Sunday,  Jan. 

25.  United 
Methodist  Women’s 
spotlight  for  this 
coming  year  is  cen¬ 
tered  on  the  topic 
of  peace. 

Following  a  pro¬ 
cessional  of  United  Methodist  Women 
carrying  symbols  of  peace  that  were 


Lagard 


placed  on  the  altar,  Unit  President 
Margie  Manuel  led  the  service  and 
the  introduction  of  our  guest  speaker. 
Juanita  Lagard,  Acadiana  District 
United  Methodist  Women  President, 
gave  an  inspirational  message  on 
peace  to  church  goers. 

Her  message  helped  put  into  per¬ 
spective  not  only  peace  within  the 
world,  but  what  we  as  United 
Methodist  Women  could  do  to 
enhance  the  workings  of  peace  within 
our  own  community. 


Congressman  recognizes  Haven-Trinity  choir  director 


Lucille  Simms,  a  representative  from 
Congressman  William  J.  Jefferson’s 
office,  paid  a  visit  to  the  historic  Haven- 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church’s  con¬ 
gregation  on  Sunday,  Feb.  15.  The  occa¬ 
sion  was  the  celebration  of  the  Gospel 
Choir’s  10th  Anniversary -Celebrating 
Life:  Jesus  is  the  Light. 

Simms  presented  a  U.S. 
Congressional  Certificate  of  Special 
Recognition  to  a  very  surprised  Adrain 
Vaughn,  Haven-Trinity’s  choir  directress. 
The  Certificate  was  presented  in  honor 
ofVaughn’s  dedicated  leadership  of  the 
Gospel  Choir. 

This  was  the  highlight  of  the  spiritual¬ 


ly-filled  celebration  which  also  included 
several  readings,  in  addition  to  the 
Choir’s  musical  selections.  Haven- 
Trinity  usher,  Phyllis  Jefferson,  provided 
the  words  of  inspiration  for  the  celebra¬ 
tory  program.  Arid  inspirational  they 
were!  In  addressing  the  program’s 
theme  she  concluded  that  the  connec¬ 
tion  between  Life  and  Light  is  Jesus. 

Simms  also  provided  an  emotional 
testimony  of  the  miracles  that  the  Lord 
provides  to  those  who  faithfully  pray 
and  believe  in  Him.  Both  the  partici¬ 
pants  and  those  who  attended  the  pro¬ 
gram  left  the  church  “filled”  with  the  Joy 
of  the  Lord.  Praise  Be  to  Him! 


Children  at  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  collected  422  books  for  the  library 
at  Dulac  Community  Center  where  many  books  were  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Lily 
kin  2002. 


St.  Paul  UMC  writes  new  chapter  for  Dulac  library 


When  the  flood  waters  rose  at  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  during 
Hurricane  Lily  in  2002,  the  bottom 
three  shelves  of  books  in  the  library 
were  destroyed.  Sadly,  all  of  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  books  were  ruined. 

St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Harahan  decided  to  replace  as 
many  as  possible  through  a  mission 
project.  At  the  end  of  the  book  drive, 
422  books  had  been  collected. 

To  publicize  the  effort,  five  mem¬ 
orable  characters  from  children’s  lit¬ 
erature  paid  a  visit  to  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worship,  dressed  in  period  cos¬ 
tumes  to  explain  the  importance  of 
reading.  Pictured  above,  left  to  right, 
are:  Johnny  Grush  (Harry  Potter), 


Evan  Lodchbrunner  (Huckleberry 
Finn),  Taylor  Winstead  (Tiny 
Tim), Claire  Reyes  (Betsy  Ross),- and 
Trey  Guillory  (Long  John  Silver).  The 
children  performed  a  skit  written  by 
Gloria  Esthus  and  Emmy  Lorusso, 
president  of  United  Methodist 
Women. 

Members  of  the  congregation 
donated  used  books  and  new  books. 
The  children  gave  books  as  gifts  at 
the  Sunday  school’s  Royal  Birthday 
Party  for  baby  Jesus,  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Education 
Committee  and  chaired  by  Karon 
Smith.  To  paraphrase  Tiny  Tim,  "God 
blessed  us,  everyone”  through  this 
project. 


Church  Musician/Pianist/Organist 

Newman  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria,  La.  is  seeking  a  church 
musician/pianist/organist  for  three  adult  choirs.  Weekly  choir  rehearsals  are  held  from 
7-8:30  p.m.on  Wednesdays.  Choirs  provide  music  for  1 1  a.m.  Worship  Services  on  the 
first,  second,  fourth  and  fifth  Sundays  of  the  month. 

Applicant  must  read  music;  play  a  variety  of  music;  and  be  available  for  occasional  spe¬ 
cial  performances  and  rehearsals.Contact  Rev.  Derrick  D.  Hills  at  (318)  442-4434.  Or,  after  7 
p.m.,  contact  Brenda  Fullen  at  (318)  448-6213. 
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United  Methodist  camps  offer  wide  range  of  summer  activities  for  youth 


CAMP  ISTROUMA  CAMPING  SESSION  2004 

Younger  Elementary 
(Completed  2nd  or  3rd  grade  in 
2004) 

June  21  -  June  24 

Older  Elementary  I 
(Completed  4th  or  5th  grade  in 
2004) 

July  5-9 

Older  Elementary  2 
(Completed  4th  or  5th  grade  in 
2004) 

July  19-23 
Junior  High  I 

(Completed  6th  or  7th  grade  in 
2004) 

June  28  -  July  2 

2004  SUMMER  CAMPS  AT  CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTRE 

(entering  grades  listed  below-Fall  of  2004) 


First  Elementary 

Grade  5-6 

June  14-18 

$120 

Pre-Camp 

Grade  3-4 

June  18-20 

$65 

First  Junior  Hi 

Grade  7-9 

June  28-July  2 

$120 

Senior  Hi 

Grade  10-12 

July  5-9 

$120 

Second  Junior  Hi 

Grade  7-9 

July  19-23 

$120 

Second  Elementary 

Grade  5-6 

July  26-30 

$120 

Registrations  must  be  sent  to  the  camp  at  least  two  full  weeks 

before  your 

camp  begins.  Space  is  limited. 

For  registration  forms  and  more  information,  call  (318)  377-6756  or  (318) 
377-6553.  If  requesting  a  form  by  mail,  write  Caney  Conference  Centre, 

P.  O.  Box  707,  Minden,  LA  71058-0707. 


A  camper  launches  off  of  "The  Blob"  at  Camp  Istrouma  near  Baton  Rouge.  With  the 
Caney  Conference  Centre  in  north  Louisiana  and  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  the  south¬ 
western  part  of  the  state.  United  Methodist  camps  offer  a  full  range  of  summer  fun  and 
spiritual  development  for  youth. 


Junior  High  II 

(Completed  6th  or  7th  grade  in 
2004) 

July  12  -  July  16 
Senior  High 

(Completed  8th  through  1 1th  in 
2004) 

(June  14-18) 

COST:$  180  for  5  day  camps,  $165 
for  4  day  Y.E.  camp 

PHONE  NUMBER  -  (225)  261-2089 
WEB  PAGE: 

www.campistrouma.com 


Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  welcomes  new  directors 

Meet  the  new  directors:  Jason  and  Dawn  Wright  are  serving  as  the  new 
directors  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  With  17  years  combined  experience  in 
camping  in  the  Iowa  United  Methodist  Camps.  They  met  at  camp  seven 
years  ago  and  were  married  the  following  year  in  Croydon,  England  where 
Jason’s  hometown  is.  Prior  to  full  time  ministry  Dawn  served  as  a  band 
teacher  for  four  years  in  small  town  Iowa.  They  have  three  children-  Abigail, 
Andrew  and  Matthew  -  that  keep  them  on  their  toes  with  many  toddler  activ¬ 
ities. 

They  have  a  passion  for  the  Camp  &  Retreat  Ministry  and  seek  to  serve 
Christ  and  bring  others  closer  to  Christ  at  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center.  The  are 
looking  forward  to  getting  to  know  people  here  in  Louisiana  and  would  like  to 
say  “Thank  You”  to  those  who  have  played  so  many  key  roles  in  the  ministry 
here. 

Here  is  a  list  of  summer  camps  for  2004  -  JOIN  THE  PARTY! 

First  Time  Camp  (1  graders)  July  8-9 
Discovery  Camp  (2-3  grades)  June  28-30 
Youth  Camp  1  (4-6  grades)  June  14-18 
Youth  Camp  2  (4-6  grades)  July  12-16 
Teen  Camp  (6-9  grades)  June  21-25 
Adventure  Camp  (9-12  grades)  July  19-23 

Great  NEW  activities  planned  for  the  summer-  things  like  treasure  hunts, 
all  new  water  games,  science  experiments,  nature  studies,  mudstomping, 
crazy  Olympics,  jello  fights,  scavenger  hunts,  reverse  survivor,  and  plenty 
more  to  come  to  Uskichitto  in  2004!  Also  there  have  been  NOMADS  busy  at 
work  to  do  some  major  improvements  to  the  camp-  including  the  cabins! 
Come  and  see  all  that  God  has  been  doing  here.  Uskichitto  is  also  taking 
application  for  counselors  and  cooks.  For  more  information  or  to  register, 
please  call  (337)  738-4218,  or  e-mail  urc@centurytel.net. 
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La.  Conference  lauded  for  contributing 


The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  congratulated  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for  send¬ 
ing  more  that  95%  of  all  seven  appor¬ 
tioned  general  funds  in  2003. 

At  a  rate  of  95.94%  giving,  the 


Conference  fell  into  the  top  group  of 
givers  in  a  year  where  the  general  fund 
giving  reached  only  86.7%  of  the  total 
amount  apportioned. 

“I  applaud  your  continued  efforts  to 
meet  the  financial  commitments  made 


more  than  95%  to  general  fund  in  2003 


by  the  2000  General  Conference,”  wrote 
Sandra  Kelley  Lackore,  general  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

“The  faithfulness  of  our  connection 
this  quadrennium  in  the  face  of  multiple 
economic  challenges,  which  several  of 


your  conferences  have  experienced  first 
hand,  is  greatly  appreciated.  With  your 
help,  denominational  giving  in  2004  will 
reflect  the  turn  around  in  the  economy 
that  economists  have  told  us  has 
begun.” 


host  education  seminar  by  Board  of  Discipleship's  Carol  Krau 


Acadiana  District  to 

The  Acadiana  District  will  host  a 
Christian  Education  Seminar  conducted 
by  Carol  Krau,  Director  of  Teacher/ 
Leadership  Development  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  Sat.,  March  20, 
from  8:30  am. -3  p.m.  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. 

All  are  invited  to  attend,  including 


clergy,  laity,  small  group  leaders,  educa¬ 
tion  chairpersons,  VBS  teachers,  church 
school  superintendents  and  other 
teachers. 

Registration  may  be  made  via  e-mail 
to  acadumcdmt@bellsouth.net. 
Materials  and  lunch  for  the  seminar  are 
$5  per  person. 


Krau,  a  veteran  author,  spirited 
speaker,  and  lecturer  on  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  spiritual  formation,  has  con¬ 
ducted  numerous  training  sessions  and 
seminars  with  Christian  educators 
nationally  and  internationally  on  princi¬ 
ples  of  teaching  and  learning. 

She  is  a  recognized  leader  across  the 


church  in  equipping  Sunday  school 
instructors  and  leaders  ofVacation  Bible 
School.  Krau  is  the  author  of  “Keeping  in 
Touch:  Christian  Formation  and 
Teaching.” 

For  more  information,  call  the 
Acadiana  District  Office  at  (337)  235- 
2904. 


Down  at 
the  Depot 

Ruston-Wesley  Chapel 
United  Methodist 
Church  members  Alona 
and  Richard  Waldrop 
and  Frederick  and 
Marsha  Richardson 
made  a  trip  to  Baldwin 
to  volunteer  at  the 
UMCOR  Depot.  After 
returning  from  their 
mission  trip  and  the 
wonderful  Christian 
experiences,  they  are 
scheduled  to  return 
again  in  March. 


Important  changes  implemented  in  pension  plan 


All  participants  in  the  General  Board 
Pension  Plan  are  encouraged  to  visit  the 
Louisiana  Conference  website  to  access 
a  document  containing  important  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  their  pension  plan. 

Interested  persons  may  access  the 


information  by  going  to  www.la-umc.org 
and  clicking  on  the  message  regarding 
retirement  on  the  home  page. 

The  changes  are  being  implemented 
to  further  ensure  that  participants  reach 
their  retirement  goals. 


Listening  Post  on  General,  Jurisdictional  Conferences  set 


Members  of  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conference  Delegation 
will  host  a  “Listening  Post”  on  March  27 
from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of 
Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria. 

A  staff  representative  from  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  will  make 
a  presentation  on  GCOM’s  proposal, 
“Living  Into  the  Future,”  at  10  a.m. 

There  will  be  a  brief  presentation  on 


the  main  issues  and  petitions  that  will 
be  debated  at  General  Conference. 

In  addition,  there  will  be  a  short 
explanation  about  how  the  Conference 
is  structured. 

An  open  mike  session  will  allow  par¬ 
ticipants  the  opportunity  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions  of  the  delegates,  who  were  elected 
to  represent  the  Louisiana  Conference  in 
Pittsburgh,  Penn,  at  General  Conference 
from  April  27-May  7. 


Life  Insurance  for  the 


CONFERENCE  CALENDAR 


MARCH 

14-15 

Conference  Camping  Leaders  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

15 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Division  of 

Local  Pastors, 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston 

15-17 

2004  Spring  Interviews 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Division  of 

Elders  Retreat 

La.  Conference  Center 

16 

Soul  Journey  Two 

La.  Conference  Center 

16 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Division  of 

Local  Pastors, 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

17 

2004  Spring  Interviews 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Division  of 

Local  Pastors, 

Broadmoor  UMC,  BR 

20 

2004  Spring  Interviews 

Christian  Education  Seminar 

First  UMC,  Lafayette 

20 

License  to  Preach  School 

La.  Conference  Center 

Spring  Celebration 


Saturday,  March  20,  2:00  p.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Trinity  UMC  Gym,  Ruston 

The  United  Methodists  of  the  entire  Ruston  District  are  gathering  to  praise  God 
through  song  and  story,  artistry  and  craftsmanship.  This  is  not  a  fund  raiser  (no 
charge),  it  not  a  contest  (everyone  enjoys),  not  a  market  place  (no  selling).  It  is 
lively,  come-and-go  event  for  the  whole  church  family.  Plan  to  be  there!!! 


BR.IDE  OF  CHR.IST* 


Life  insurance  is  an  asset  you  already  have  to  provide  for 
your  family  after  your  lifetime.  Adding  your  church  as  an 
additional  beneficiary  is  just  one  of  several  easy,  low  cost 
ways  to  help  your  church  after  you're  gone.  Using  life 
insurance  as  a  planned  giving  tool  is: 

■  Simple  and  economical 
a  Private  and  confidential 
a  Flexible  and  convenient 

For  more  information  on  how  to  use  your  life  insurance  to 
support  the  future  of  your  church,  call  your 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana: 

1.800.256.9317  or  225.346.1535 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
www.umf.org 


*  Refers  to  Ephesians  5:2 1  -33 
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Important  Dates! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 

General  Conference 
April  27- May  7 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

La.  Annual  Conference 
“The  Embrace  of  God  - 
Hospitality  That  Is  Holy” 
June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 
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Pre-Conference  trainings  scheduled  for  May;  report  online  in  April 


Louisiana  United  Methodists  are 
gearing  up  for  the  2004  Annual 
Conference,  slated  for  June  9-12  at  the 
Lafayettte  Convention  Center  (The 
Cajundome)  in  Lafayette. 

Pre-conference  trainings  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  all  districts  on  May  16  at  3  p.m. 
The  only  exception  is  the  Acadiana 
District,  which  has  a  training  on  May  16 
at  4  p.m.  and  May  17  at  6:30  p.m. 
Locations  for  the  trainings  are  still  being 
arranged  and  will  be  announced  soon. 


All  Lay  Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  are  encouraged  to  download 
their  copy  of  the  2004  Pre-Conference 
Report  from  the  conference  web  site 
after  April  15.  Visit  the  web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for  access 
to  a  computer  and  the  internet,  you  may 
send  in  a  written  request  for  a  hard  copy 
of  the  report  from  Carl  Rhoads  III,  con¬ 
ference  secretary,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 


The  request  must  include  your  name, 
district,  local  church,  mailing  address 
and  phone  number. 

The  copy  of  the  report  will  be  avail¬ 
able  to  you  at  your  District  pre-confer¬ 
ence  training. 

The  request  for  a  hard  copy  must  be 
received  by  April  10,  in  order  to  fill  the 
request. 

Church  members  are  encouraged  to 
respond  as  soon  as  possible  if  they  need 
a  hard  copy  of  the  report. 


Bring  baby  blankets 
to  Annual  Conference 

The  task  force  for  the  Bishop’s 
Initiative  on  Children  &  Poverty  is 
asking  all  churches  in  the  Conference 
to  bring  baby  blankets  for  needy  chil¬ 
dren  in  Louisiana  to  this  year’s 
Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette. 

A  goal  of  10,000  blankets  has  been 
set,  and  all  Districts  are  asked  to 
begin  collecting  blankets  now  to 
bring  to  Conference  in  June. 

Those  wishing  to  participate  have 
several  options.  New  baby  blankets 
may  be  purchased  for  donation,  or 
gently  used  blankets  may  be  con¬ 
tributed.  Instead  of  a  blanket,  partici¬ 
pants  may  send  $6  or  one  and  a  half 
yards  of  42-45”  wide  material  that 
will  be  made  into  a  blanket. 

The  blankets  will  be  dedicated 
during  the  Saturday  morning  session 
of  Annual  Conference. 

Contact  your  District  Missioner  for 
more  information. 


District  news  /8 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


Ramping  Up 


North  Highlands  United  Methodist  Church  member  Guy 
Moore,  above,  looks  on  as  Jason  McCalman  installs  part 
of  the  railing  on  a  ramp  at  the  home  of  Bossier  City  resi¬ 
dent  Al  Smith,  top  right,  seated  ,  with  the  church  group. 
North  Highlands  has  completed  more  than  20  ramps,  says 
ministry  founder  Bob  Dykes,  at  right,  third  from  right. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


North  Highlands  continues  vital  ramp  ministry  in  north  La. 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

Al  Smith,  a  retired  American 
League  baseball  umpire,  was  having 
difficulty  getting  up  and  down  the 
front  steps  of  his  house  in  Bossier 
City. 

The  effects  of  knee  surgery  had 


forced  Smith — who  once  shared  the 
baseball  diamond  with  legendary 
players  like  Mickey  Mantle — to  use  a 
walker  and  a  wheelchair  to  get 
around. 

Members  of  North  Highlands 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  provided  a  solution  to  the 


problem  by  building  a  wheelchair 
ramp  for  Smith’s  home.  The  structure 
built  by  the  volunteers  was  the  twen¬ 
ty-fifth  in  a  series  of  ramps  construct¬ 
ed  by  the  group  over  the  last  three 
years. 

See  Ramps,  page  4 
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Mrs.  Loreta  R.  Hutchinson,  mother  of  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  died  Thursday,  March  1 1 , 2004,  in  Hobbs, 
New  Mexico.  Her  memorial  service  was  held  Monday, 
March  1 5  at  2  p.m.  at  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church, 
Hobbs,  New  Mexico.  Memorials  may  be  sent  to  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation  to  the  name  of 
the  "Loreta  R.  Hutchinson  Memorial."  Please  keep  the 
Hutchinson  family  in  your  thoughts  and  prayers. 


La.  Interchurch  Conference  holds  annual  meeting 


Rev.  Johnny  Ray  Youngblood  from  St. 
Paul  Community  Baptist  church  in 
Brooklyn  addressed  the  Annual 
Assembly  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch 
Conference  on  Monday,  March  1  when  it 
convened  at  St.  James  Episcopal  Church, 
in  Baton  Rouge.  Youngblood  explored 
the  theme  “Ecumenism  in  the 
Trenches.” 

He  has  had  a  very  successful  ministry 
growing  a  church  from  84  members  to 
the  present  9,000-member  church  with  a 
staff  of  more  than  60.  Youngblood  did 
this  “taking  the  Gospel  to  the  streets” 
with  people  formerly  involved  in  drugs, 
prostitution  and  illicit  trade  converting 
to  faith  and  entering  into  the  life  of 
church.  Rev.  Jeff  Day  addressed  racial 
reconciliation  and  the  work  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  Federation  of  Churches  and 
Synagogues. 

Rob  Gorman  and  Mark  Davis 

Join  Gov.  Blanco  in  effort 

Gov.  Kathleen  Blanco  will  speak  at  the 
“Stand  Up  for  Children"  Rally,  to  be  held 
on  the  steps  of  the  state  capitol  building 
April  20  at  1 1a.m.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  in  partnership  with  20  other 
organizations,  invites  the  public  to 
“Stand  Up  For  Children.” 

Participants  are  invited  to  ask  their 
state  senator  and  representative  to  meet 
them  on  the  steps  of  the  state  capitol  for 
the  rally.  Louisiana  ranks  49th  in  the 
country  in  care  for  children.  The  upcom¬ 
ing  budget  crunch  could  place  the  state 
even  further  behind  unless  the  legisla¬ 
ture  becomes  a  voice  for  those  who  can’t 
vote.  The  rally’s  purpose  has  one  clear 
message:  Please  do  not  cut  one  dollar  in 
Pre-K  (public  school)  funding  or  in 


addressed  the  issue  of  coastal  restora¬ 
tion.  Rev.  John  Johns  from  the  LIC 
Criminal  Justice  Commission  updated 
delegates  on  juvenile  justice  reform  and 
other  matters  related  to  those  incarcer¬ 
ated  in  state  facilities. 

In  business  sessions  the  Assembly 
delegates  approved  a  resolution  sup¬ 
porting  legislation  increasing  the  age  to 
18  for  those  to  be  charged  with  capital 
crimes  in  Louisiana.  Also  the  Assembly 
affirmed  support  for  a  statewide  rally  on 
the  Capital  steps  in  Baton  Rouge,  “Stand 
up  for  Children.” 

The  rally  is  to  ask  legislators  not  to 
cut  funding  for  pre-K  programs  and 
health  care  for  children 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  was 
voted  President-elect  of  the  La. 
Interchurch  Conference.  His  term  will 
begin  at  the  close  of  the  2005  Annual 
Assembly,  to  be  held  in  New  Orleans. 

to  'Stand  Up  for  Children' 

health  care  services  for  children.  The  cit¬ 
izens  of  Louisiana  have  watched  a  gen¬ 
eration  of  children  slip  through  the 
cracks.  Louisiana  can  make  a  difference 
in  its  national  ranking  in  overall  services 
to  children. 

Join  Gov.  Blanco  and  citizens  from 
faith  and  civic  groups  throughout  the 
state  in  “standing  up  for  children.” 

Organizations  partnering  in  sponsor¬ 
ing  the  Rally  for  Children  include  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference, 
Catholic  Community  Services,  United 
Ways  of  Louisiana,  Baton  Rouge 
Children’s  Coalition,  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  Federation  of  Churches  & 
Synagogues,  AFL/CIO  of  Louisiana, 
Prevent  Child  Abuse-  La.,  and  Children’s 
Defense  Fund-La. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La. NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

Telephone _ 

Church  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Centenary  increases  Minister's  Dependent  Grant 


Centenary  College  has  increased  its 
Minister’s  Dependent  Grant  from  $1,500 
to  $5,000  per  year.  Beginning  with  the 
2004-05  academic  year,  the  dependents 
of  United  Methodist  clergy  will  qualify 
for  this  grant  upon  admission  to 
Centenary. 

“Our  hope  is  that  this  generous 
increase  will  make  it  possible  for  more 
United  Methodist  clergy  to  send  their 
children  to  Centenary  College,”  said 
President  Kenneth  L.  Schwab.  “We  are 
very  appreciative  of  the  ministry  provid¬ 
ed  to  our  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  across  the  conference  and  often 


see  the  fruits  of  their  labor  in  our  most 
dedicated  and  faithful  United  Methodist 
students.  Our  relationship  with  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  vitally 
important  to  us.” 

Clergy  dependents  seeking  the  grant 
need  to  follow  normal  procedures  to 
apply  to  the  college. 

Following  admission,  the  grant  will  be 
worked  into  the  student’s  financial  aid 
package. 

For  further  information,  contact 
Mimi  McDowell,  Director  of  Church 
Relations,  at  (318)  869-5108  or  mmc- 
dowel@centenary.edu. 


NBC-TV  to  carry  United  Methodist  Easter  service 


GERMANTOWN,  Tenn.-An  Easter 
service  of  Germantown  (Term.)  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  chosen  to 
air  on  NBC-TV. 

The  hourlong  service,  provided  by  the 
network  to  all  its  affiliates  across  the 
country,  will  include  a  sermon  by  Rev. 
Rick  Kirchoff,  senior  pastor  of  the 
church,  located  on  the  edge  of 
Memphis,  and  Easter  musical  selections 
presented  by  the  church’s  sanctuary 
choir  and  adult  hand  bell  choir. 

Kirchoff ’s  sermon,  “Imagine  a  World 
Without  Easter,”  includes  Scripture  text 
from  1  Corinthians  15.  Choir  director 
Jim  Thrash  and  Eva  McPeters,  organist 
and  assistant  choir  director,  will  lead  the 
music. 

The  3,000-member  church,  located  in 
a  Memphis  suburb,  has  been  character¬ 
ized  as  theologically  and  politically 
diverse,  and  growing  in  racial  diversity. 


It  also  has  a  history  of  commitment 
to  inner-city  revitalization. 

United  Methodists  are  encouraged  to 
check  their  local  listings  for  day  and 
time  of  airing,  and  to  contact  their  local 
NBC  affiliates  to  request  that  the  pro¬ 
gram  be  aired  in  their  areas. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches 
sponsors  the  annual  NBC  Easter  service, 
using  production  funds  deployed 
through  the  Interfaith  Broadcasting 
Commission.  The  denomination  chosen 
for  the  service  each  year  rotates  among 
the  council’s  member  denominations. 

The  3,000-member  Germantown 
church  was  selected  through  the  efforts 
of  Memphis  Annual  (regional) 
Conference  communicator  Cathy 
Farmer  and  Leslie  Alexander,  who 
directs  video  productions  at  United 
Methodist  Communications, Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Ruston  Roundup 

The  "Grand  Finale" 

Thursday,  April  22,6-8  p.m. 

Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston 
Tickets:  $5  Reservation  Deadline:  April  15 
Casual  and  country  dress 

Come  and  visit  with  past  and  future  District  Superintendents,  and  friends  both  old  and 
new.  An  offering  will  be  taken  for  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship  Fund. 
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Clergy  spouses  need  more  support,  survey  says 


(UMNS)  -  Clergy  spouses  do  not  get 
enough  support  from  the  church,  a  new 
study  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  has  found. 

Many  spouses  are  unaware  of  the 
resources  available  to  them  in  times  of 
crisis,  but  even  those  who  are  aware 
often  do  not  ask  the  denomination  for 
assistance  ‘‘because  of  fear  of  the  effect 
on  the  (clergy  member’s)  career,” 
according  to  the  survey  results. 

Mackie  H.  Norris,  a  health  profes¬ 
sional  with  Norris  and  Associates,  con¬ 
ducted  the  survey  for  the  commission. 
Norris  also  has  been  involved  in  a  train¬ 
ing  event  for  spouses  of  newly  appoint¬ 
ed  district  superintendents  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  connectional  ministry  and  has 
collected  information  about  spouses  of 
district  superintendents  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  in  Nashville,  Term. 

Responses  for  the  commission’s  sur¬ 
vey  on  clergy  spouses  and  families  came 
from  183  spouses  around  the  United 
States,  of  which  15  percent  were  male. 

During  her  presentation  at  the  Feb. 
27-29  commission  meeting  in 
Pittsburgh,  Norris  said  she  was  struck  by 
the  amount  of  pain  that  seemed  tied  to 
the  survey  responses. 

Most  wives,  she  explained,  said  they 
did  not  feel  comfortable  seeking  support 
from  the  annual  (regional)  conference 
where  their  husband  worked  and  were 
worried  that  any  sign  of  weakness  in  the 
family  would  hurt  their  spouse’s  minis¬ 
terial  career. 

About  25  percent  of  respondents  said 
they  had  no  one  to  turn  to  for  pastoral 
support  except  their  spouse.  That  con¬ 
cerned  Norris,  a  pastor’s  wife  for  more 
than  40  years,  because  the  spouse  could 
be  part  of  the  problem. 


Clergy  spouses  are  most  concerned 
about  their  spouses’  schedule  and  hous¬ 
ing,  and  some  feel  isolated  and  under 
scrutiny.  “Many  respondents  comment¬ 
ed  that  they  perceived  others  had  an 
expectation  of  perfection  in  themselves 
and  their  children,”  the  survey  report 
said. 

"Participating  in  a  loving,  caring  com¬ 
munity”  was  considered  a  joy  or  “perk” 
by  many  clergy  spouses,  along  with 
other  perks  such  as  job  security  and  the 
pension  plan.  Issues  identified  by  survey 
respondents  as  “perils”  included  fre¬ 
quent  moves,  loss  of  friends,  demands 
on  time  and  unrealistic  expectations. 
Living  in  a  parsonage  was  considered 
both  a  perk  and  a  peril. 

The  male  respondents  did  not  have 
all  the  same  concerns,  according  to  the 
survey.  For  men,  the  chief  issue  “was  the 
time  demand  on  their  spouse  and  the 
subsequent  potential  for  burnout.” 

One  recommendation  by  clergy 
spouses  on  the  survey  was  for  annual 
conference  or  jurisdictional  gatherings 
to  discuss  issues  of  concern  to  clergy 
spouses  and  families. 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  ofWomen  will  use  the  survey 
results  to  support  its  new  resolution  to 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  chief 
legislative  body,  which  meets  April  27- 
May  7  in  Pittsburgh. 

The  resolution,  “Clergy  Spouses  and 
Families  -  Life  in  the  Fishbowl,"  offers 
recommendations  to  sustain  “the  emo¬ 
tional,  spiritual,  physical  and  economic 
health  of  our  clergy  families.” 

Commission  members  also  will  make 
recommendations  for  a  follow-up  study 
to  be  conducted  with  other  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  to  get  a  wider  sampling 
of  clergy  families. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR 

Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  full-time  Christian 
Education  Director  to  direct  educational  ministry  for  children,  youth  and 
adults.  Must  have  previous  experience.  Resume  and  additional  information 

may  be  directed  to: 

Christian  Education  Job  Search 
Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
404  S.  Huntington  St. 

Sulphur,  La.  70663 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  WORSHIP  MINISTRIES 

Full  time  position  open  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Bossier  City, 
Louisiana.  Directing  (or  overseeing  volunteer  directors)  for  adult,  youth,  and 
children's  choirs  and  handbell  groups  for  a  church  that  averages  over  420  in 
Sunday  worship  attendance.  Music  degree  and  church  experience  preferred. 
Must  be  a  team  player  with  good  people  skills  and  a  strong  Christian  faith. 
Must  have  a  calling  to  do  music  MINISTRY  for  Christ.  Must  appreciate  and  be 
willing  to  use  traditional,  gospel,  and  contemporary  praise  music. 
Salary  and  benefits  negotiable. 

Fax  resume  and  references  to  (318)  746-1819 
or  email  to  office@bossierfumc.org. 


Homosexual  pastor  found  not  guilty 


BOTHELL,  Wash.  (UMNS)  —  After 
deliberating  for  a  day  and  a  half,  the 
13-member  jury  of  Pacific  Northwest 
Conference  clergy  members  found 
their  colleague,  the  Rev.  Karen  T. 
Dammann,  not  guilty  of  the  charge  of 
“practices  declared  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  incompatible 
with  Christian  teachings.” 

The  verdict  came  in  at  around  3:40 
p.m.  Pacific  time,  March  20. 

The  jury  chairperson,  the  Rev. 

Judy  Schultz,  delivered  the  verdict. 
“While  sustaining  the  specification 
that  Rev.  Karen  Dammann  is  a  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexual,  we, 
the  trial  court,  do  not  find  the  evi¬ 
dence  presented  ...  to  be  clear  and 
convincing  that  Karen  Dammann  has 
engaged  in  any  ‘practices  declared  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  be 
incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ings,”’  she  said.  “We  cannot  sustain 
the  charge.” 

Of  the  13-member  jury,  11  voted 
not  guilty  and  two  were  undecided. 

No  jurors  voted  for  a  guilty  verdict.  A 
majority  of  nine  was  necessary  to  ren¬ 
der  a  verdict,  according  to  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Book  of  Discipline. 

As  the  verdict  was  read, 

Dammann  quiedy  bowed  her  head. 

Her  partner/spouse,  Meredith  Savage, 
placed  her  arm  around  Karen’s  shoul¬ 
ders.  An  audible  sigh  rippled  around 

Jury  explains  verdict 

BOTHELL,  Wash.  (UMNS)  —  After 
announcing  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  in 
the  clergy  trial  of  the  Rev.  Karen 
Dammann,  the  jury  read  a  statement 
to  the  court. 

The  statement  was  read  by  the  Rev. 
Karla  Fredericksen,  a  member  of  the 
13-member  jury,  or  trial  court. 
Fredericksen  serves  at  Tukwila  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  full  text  follows  (the  paragraph 
reference  in  the  opening  sentences  is 
to  the  denomination’s  Book  of 
Discipline): 

The  only  charge  brought  against 
the  Rev.  Karen  T.  Dammann  is  “prac¬ 
tices  declared  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  incompatible 
with  Christian  teachings,”  under 
Paragraph  2702.1b  relating  to  the 
Judicial  Complaint  of  Bishop  Elias 
Galvan.  While  sustaining  the  specifi¬ 
cation  that  Rev.  Karen  Dammann  is  a 
self-avowed  practicing  homosexual, 
we,  the  trial  court,  do  not  find  the  evi¬ 
dence  presented  by  church  counsel  to 
be  clear  and  convincing  that  Karen 
Dammann  has  engaged  in  any  “prac¬ 
tices  declared  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  incompatible 
with  Christian  teachings.”  We  cannot 
sustain  the  charge. 

We,  the  trial  court,  reached  our 
decisions  after  many  hours  of  painful 
and  prayerful  deliberation,  and  listen¬ 
ing  for  and  to  the  word  of  God.  We 
depended  on  the  prayers  of  the  whole 
church,  which  undergirded  our 
process. 

We  depended  on  the  leading  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

We  have  made  every  attempt  to  be 


Rev.  Karen  Dammann  awaits  the  verdict. 


the  courtroom,  but  no  verbal  reac¬ 
tions  were  heard. 

After  first  leading  a  prayer,  presid¬ 
ing  Bishop  William  Grove  had  asked 
those  present  “to  receive  quiedy ...  the 
report  of  the  work  of  the  court.” 

Finally,  Grove  announced  a  spe¬ 
cial  worship  service  would  be  held  in 
the  sanctuary. 

The  trial,  which  began  March  17, 
was  held  in  the  fellowship  hall  of 
Bothell  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
charge  against  Dammann  resulted 
from  a  disclosure  she  made  to  her 
bishop  in  2001  that  she  was  living  in  a 
“partnered,  covenanted,  homosexual 
reladonship.”  The  denomination’s  law 
book  states  that  “self-avowed  practic¬ 
ing  homosexuals”  shall  not  be 
ordained  or  appointed  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Under  United  Methodist  law,  a 
respondent  -  or  defendant  —  has  the 
right  to  appeal  the  outcome  of  a  cler¬ 
gy  trial,  but  the  church  does  not. 


faithful  to  the  Book  of  Discipline  in  its 
entirety.  We  have  taken  very  seriously 
the  mandate  to  presume  innocence 
unless  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
bring  a  different  verdict.  The  church’s 
obligation  is  to  present  clear  and  con¬ 
vincing  evidence  to  sustain  the 
charge.  We  searched  the  Discipline 
and  did  not  find  a  declaration  that 
“the  practice  of  homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing.” 

We  did  see  in  the  Discipline  many 
declarative  statements.  An  example 
is:  “Inclusiveness  means  openness, 
acceptance,  and  support  that  enables 
all  persons  to  participate  in  the  life  of 
the  Church,  the  community,  and  the 
world.  Thus,  inclusiveness  denies 
every  semblance  of  discrimination.” 
(Section  6  of  The  Ministry  of  all 
Christians,  section  VI,  “Called  to 
Inclusiveness,”  Paragraph  138,  p.  93, 
second  paragraph) 

Although  we,  the  trial  court,  found 
passages  that  contain  the  phrasing 
“incompatible  with  Christian  teach¬ 
ing,”  we  did  not  find  that  any  of  them 
constitute  a  declaration. 

We  realize  that  the  church  is  divid¬ 
ed  regarding  issues  of  homosexuality. 
We,  as  the  trial  court,  are  far  from 
unanimous  regarding  biblical  and 
theological  understandings. 

The  beginning  sentence  of  “Our 
Theological  Task,”  Paragraph  104, 
Conclusion,  p.  85,  says:  “Doctrine 
arises  out  of  the  life  of  the  Church  -  its 
faith,  its  worship,  its  discipline,  its 
conflicts,  its  challenges  from  the 
world  it  would  serve.”  In  this  spirit, 
we  have  engaged  in  this  judicial  task. 


based  on  Discipline 
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Ramps, 


from  page 1 


Inspired  by  the  “Takin’  it  to  the 
Streets”  initiative,  a  project  of  the 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  pro¬ 
gram,  North  Highlands  UMC  is  one  of 
approximately  15  churches  in  the  annu¬ 
al  conference  that  have  organized  ramp¬ 
building  programs. 

“The  reward  we  get  from  building  the 
ramps  is  being  able  to  do  something  for 
folks  that  they  can’t  do  for  themselves. 
The  ramps  make  them  more  mobile, 
and  help  them  to  get  out  of  the  house,” 
said  Guy  Moore,  coordinator  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  North  Highlands  UMC. 

“The  camaraderie  and  the  fellowship 
of  the  construction  team  is  also  a  bless¬ 
ing.  To  have  my  oldest  grandson  here 
with  me  is  special.  And  this  is  the  fifth 
ramp  he’s  helped  to  build. .  .we  have  a 
good  time  together.” 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission,  created 
the  “Takin’  it  to  the  Streets”  program 
four  years  ago.  This  inaugural  ramp¬ 
building  initiative  took  place  in  New 
Orleans  in  2000.  Eleven  church  mem¬ 
bers  from  North  Highlands  UMC  partici¬ 
pated  at  that  time  in  the  project  to  learn 
how  to  build  ramps,  and  were  inspired 
to  form  their  own  construction  group. 

The  group  from  Shreveport  now  trav¬ 
els  across  the  state,  helping  out  wherev¬ 
er  the  need  arises.  “We’ve  got  two  jobs 
lined  up  right  now.  One  ramp  is  for  a 
neighbor  who  was  in  a  car  accident  a 
few  weeks  ago.  On  the  average,  we  com¬ 
plete  six  to  nine  ramps  a  year,”  said 
Moore. 

Over  the  years,  the  North  Highlands 
group  has  refined  its  construction  tech¬ 
niques,  now  using  a  power  auger  to  drill 
post  holes  and  a  laser  level  to  check  the 
angle  of  the  ramp.  Each  ramp  takes  15- 
20  hours  to  build. 

With  some  pre-construction  done  in 
one  of  the  volunteer’s  home  workshops, 
the  group  can  put  a  ramp  together  in 
one  day. 

This  unique  ministry  draws  volun¬ 
teers  from  all  walks  of  life.  As  he  worked 


on  the  Smith  ramp  project,  Bob  Dykes, 
an  oilfield  contractor,  pointed  out,  “This 
fellow  right  here,  with  the  red  shirt  on,  is 
Jim  Roberts.  He’s  the  retired  chief  of 
police.  That  fellow  there  is  a  CPA.  The 
man  over  there  is  a  retired  school  princi¬ 
pal.” 

Members  of  the  construction  team 
pay  their  own  travel  expenses.  “It  costs 
about  $100  a  man  to  go.  We’ve  been  to 
New  Orleans,  to  Alexandria,  to  Monroe, 
and  after  this  project,  we’re  on  our  way 
to  Pineville,”  said  Dykes. 

Many  of  the  recipients  cannot  afford 
the  cost  of  supplies  to  have  the  ramps 
built.  North  Highlands  UMC  pays  for 
materials  in  those  cases.  Those  who  can 
afford  to  pay  for  the  materials  do  so, 
with  the  volunteers  providing  free  labor. 

“There’s  a  good  turnout  today,”  said 
Rev.Tom  Dungan,  associate  pastor  at 
North  Highlands  UMC.  “Two  weeks  ago, 
workers  planned  to  come  out,  and  it 
began  to  snow.” 

Dungan  explained  that  the  group 
stays  in  contact  with  those  who  deal 
with  people  in  need  of  ramps.  “Matter 
of  fact,  several  hospitals  have  even  called 
us  when  they  were  aware  of  a  patient 
being  sent  home  that  had  to  have  a 
ramp.  This  is  just  a  good  opportunity  for 
us  to  get  out  in  the  community  and 
show  our  faith  by  putting  it  to  work. 
Faith  in  action.” 

Matthew  Light,  grandson  of  Guy 
Moore,  paused  from  using  a  power  drill 
to  secure  boards  for  the  ramp.  “My 
grandfather  told  me  about  this  a  while 
ago.  I  have  fun  out  here,  because  I  get  to 
spend  a  little  time  with  my  grandfather. 
And  I  like  building  the  ramp.  It’s  just  a 
good  feeling  when  I  see  the  person  so 
happy.” 

A1  Smith,  rolling  down  the  completed 
ramp  for  the  first  time  in  his  wheelchair, 
said,  “I  appreciate  this  more  than  they’ll 
ever  know.  It’s  going  to  be  a  wonderful 
help  for  me  and  for  my  wife.  I  could 
never  say  enough  good  words.  It  just 
astounds  me  what  they  did.” 


Watch  national  video  coverage  of  this  vital  ministry 
on  the  Web  at  www.umtv.org 


North  Highlands  United  Methodist  Church  Associate  Pastor  Tom  Dungan  pauses  during 
construction  with  Keith  Jackson. "We  pray  for  this  family.  Lord,  that  this  ramp  will  make 
a  difference  for  them,"  Dungan  said  during  the  lunch  blessing.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Ramp  building  has  become  an  important  ministry  for  churches  throughout  the  La. 
Conference.  Ramps  were  the  focus  recently  of  "Takin'  It  to  the  Streets"  sponsored  by  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission.  Members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hammond,  above, 
built  ten  ramps  during  the  event.  In  a  slight  twist  on  the  usual  ramp  ministry,  students 
from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Northwestern  State  University  in  Natchitoches  recently 
built  a  ramp  at  Couley  UMC  to  provide  better  access  for  members.  Photos  by  Richard  Hooton. 
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Methodist  institutions  join  to  battle  HIV/AIDS  in  Zimbabwe 


Africa  University,  above,  has  teamed  with  Methodist  Healthcare  of  Memphis  and  St. 

Jude  Children's  Research  Hospital  in  Memphis  to  engage  in  a  partnership  to  equip 
health  care  professionals  from  Zimbabwe  to  deal  with  HIV/AIDS,  umns  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Two 
United  Methodist-related  entities  and  a 
research  hospital  have  entered  a  part¬ 
nership  to  advance  health  care  in  Africa 
by  training  medical  providers  to  respond 
more  effectively  to  infectious  diseases. 

Africa  University,  Methodist 
Healthcare  of  Memphis  and  St.  Jude 
Children’s  Research  Hospital  in 
Memphis  have  engaged  in  a  partnership 
to  equip  health  care  professionals  from 
Zimbabwe  to  deal  with  HIV/ AIDS.  The 
partnership  is  helping  health  care 
providers  address  the  pandemic  through 
education,  prevention,  treatment  and 
infection  control  in  their  communities. 
Though  the  partnership  is  3  years  old, 
officials  discussed  it  for  the  first  time  in 
recent  interviews  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

The  partnership  provides  a  way  for 
Africa  University  to  do  outreach  and 
expand  die  church’s  ministry  as  well  as 
change  health  care  across  Zimbabwe, 
said  James  Salley,  associate  vice  chancel¬ 
lor  of  development  at  the  United 
Methodist-related  school. 

“My  dream  is  that  United  Methodists 
would  see  this  joint  ministry  and  their 
investment  in  Africa  University  as  a 
good  thing  because  of  the  human  good 
now  being  done  and  the  potential  it  has 
for  die  future,”  he  said. 

The  school’s  new  Faculty  of  Health 
Sciences  will  assist  Methodist 
Healthcare  and  St.  Jude  in  developing 
the  program.  The  Medical  Center  of  the 
University  of  Kentucky  is  also  providing 
assistance. 

The  three-way  partnership  began 
with  a  conversation  in  1999  between 
Mediodist  Healthcare  Chaplain 
Elvernice  “Sonny”  Davis  and  Dr.  Raul 
Ribeiro,  director  of  St.  Jude’s 
International  Outreach  Program,  about 
AIDS  in  Africa.  As  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  Davis  knew  about  Africa 
University  and  thought  it  could  be  the 
avenue  for  helping  stem  the  pandemic 
in  Africa. 

Further  talks  focused  on  Africa 
University  becoming  the  site  of  dis¬ 
tance-learning  opportunides  for  health 
care  programs  and  St.  Jude  providing 
on-site  training.  The  conversation  paved 
the  way  for  a  study  trip  of  healdi  care 
professional  from  Methodist  Healthcare 
and  St.  Jude  to  Africa.  The  doctors  and 
nurses  observed  the  quality  of  facilities 
and  staff,  and  the  high  rate  of  padent 
death  and  illness  resulting  from 
HIV/AIDS  in  Zimbabwe. 

Each  day  across  the  African  conti¬ 
nent,  nearly  7,000  people  die  from 
HIV/AIDS.  In  many  parts  of  Africa,  the 
health  care  system  is  so  poor  that 
instead  of  being  a  tool  for  treatment  it 
actually  becomes  a  transmission  agent  - 
through  die  re-use  of  needles  -  in 
spreading  the  virus.  Globally,  AIDS  is  the 
leading  infectious  cause  of  death.  An 
esdmated  42  million  people  worldwide  - 
including  3.2  million  children  under  age 
15  -  are  living  with  HIV/AIDS. 

After  the  trip  to  Zimbabwe,  St.  Jude 
and  Methodist  Healthcare  officials 
acknowledged  a  great  need  for 
HIV/AIDS-trained  health  care  profes¬ 
sionals  for  Mutare,  home  of  Africa 
University,  and  Zimbabwe  proper.  A  vis¬ 


iting  fellowship  was  developed  to  pro¬ 
vide  additional  education  for  doctors 
and  nurses  from  Zimbabwe  at  St.  Jude 
and  Methodist  Healthcare.  Methodist 
Healthcare  sponsors  and  funds  the  fel¬ 
lowship,  which  brings  in  two  health  care 
professionals  a  year  from  Zimbabwe  for 
training  in  HIV/AIDS  care  at  St.  Jude. 

The  study  trip  also  led  to  a  meeting  of 
officials  from  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Africa 
University,  the  University  of  Kentucky, 
Methodist  Healthcare,  St.  Jude  and  Le 
Bonheur  Children’s  Medical  Center.  As  a 
result  of  that  meeting,  Methodist 
Healthcare  of  Houston  provided  a  grant 
to  hire  a  dean  to  help  Africa  University 
develop  the  Faculty  of  Health  Sciences. 

The  health  sciences  department, 
which  started  in  January,  “seeks  to  train 
a  leadership  cadre  of  community  and 
public  health  practitioners  who  will  be 
able  to  function  adequately  in  sub- 
Sahara  African  countries  as  managers  of 
community  health  projects,  district 
health  managers,  coordinators  of  district 
level  HIV/ AIDS  and  disease  prevention 
and  control  programs,”  according  to  the 
school’s  Web  site.  "The  training  will 
focus  on  service  in  the  rural  areas,  which 
are  usually  underserved  by  the  health 
authorities  in  most  of  die  least  devel¬ 
oped  countries  on  the  African  conti¬ 
nent.” 

Between  January  2001  and  October 
2003,  Dr.  Miguela  A.  Caniza,  director  of 
Infectious  Diseases  in  St.  Jude’s 
International  Outreach  Program,  hosted 
10  fellows  from  the  university  and 
Mutare,  including  four  nurses  and  four 
physicians  who  trained  for  two  months 
at  St.  Jude  in  HIV/AIDS  educadon,  pre¬ 
vention  and  treatment,  and  infection 
control. 

One  participant  was  Dr.  Tendai 
Manyeza,  the  doctor  at  Africa  University 
and  Mutare  Mission.  The  training  gave 
him  and  die  other  health  care  providers 
up-to-date  information  and  practical 
knowledge  about  HIV/AIDS,  Caniza 
said. 

“The  ultimate  goal  is  to  improve  the 
survival  (rate)  or  prevent  AIDS  in  places 
where  it  is  so  prevalent,”  she  said.  One 
day,  she  said,  she  hopes  that  trials  of  a 
proposed  vaccine  will  be  conducted 
from  Africa  University. 

The  university  is  a  good  partner 
because  of  its  location,  its  mission,  its 
resources  and  its  environment,  she  said. 
“Africa  University  just  fit  beautifully  into 
what  we  are  doing  here  at  St.  Jude  and 
what  they  are  doing  over  there.” 

The  university’s  Faculty  of  Health 
Sciences  is  identifying  key  people  for 
training  and  helping  determine  how  St. 
Jude  can  best  be  the  conduit  for  that. 

“Africa  University  is  significant 
because  of  its  relationship  with  the  local 
community  knows  who  they  are  and 
how  those  people  can  impact  the  com¬ 
munity,”  Caniza  said.  One  hope  is  that 
the  university  would  become  a  referral 
center  for  other  countries,  so  that  people 
could  go  to  there  to  learn  about 
HIV/ AIDS  instead  of  traveling  to  St.  Jude. 

The  school’s  mission  of  educating 
leaders  is  critical  to  St.  Jude  and 
Methodist  Healthcare’s  international 


outreach  efforts,  Caniza  said.  HIV/ AIDS 
is  rampant  in  part  because  of  the  lack  of 
education  among  lay  people  and  health 
care  providers.  That,  she  said,  produces 
a  stigma  of  isolation  and  discrimination 
of  people  with  HIV/AIDS  and  other 
infectious  diseases. 

“Africa  University  is  the  key  for  edu¬ 
cation  ...  and  in  the  health  science  cen¬ 
ter,  this  is  what  they  are  going  to  be 
doing  -  training  and  producing  health 
care  professionals,”  she  said.  St.  Jude 
and  Methodist  Healthcare  would  not  be 
providing  training  to  beginners  or  “from 
scratch.  We  are  going  to  complement 
their  education  in  providing  information 
in  HIV/AIDS,”  she  said. 

One  way  to  do  that  will  be  through 
distance  education,  which  Caniza  says  is 
“becoming  an  incredible  tool  in  the  age 
of  globalization.”  St.  Jude  already  uses 
this  approach  to  provide  educational 
opportunities  electronically  in  other 
countries. 

Through  a  format  such  as  video  con¬ 
ferencing,  the  hospital  can  deliver  lec¬ 
tures,  lessons,  presentations  and  diagno¬ 
sis  assistance. 

The  hospital  uses  Cure4Kids,  an 
international  online  medical  education 
and  collaboration  network  that  helps 
health  care  professionals  in  countries 
with  limited  resources  treat  children 


with  infectious  and  catastrophic  dis¬ 
eases. 

Along  with  lack  of  resources,  isolation 
is  a  problem  for  physicians  in  poor 
countries,  according  to  Dr.  Judith 
Wilimas,  a  director  in  the  international 
outreach  program.  “One  of  the  things  we 
can  easily  provide  them  is  the  help  and 
support ...  which  allows  them  to  go  on 
with  their  program.” 

Comparing  the  partnersfiip  to  the 
parable  of  teaching  a  man  to  fish, 
Wilimas  said  the  goal  is  not  to  tell  the 
physicians  what  to  do  but  to  assist  them 
in  developing  the  appropriate  medical 
program.  “The  way  we  treat  patients  at 
St.  Jude  is  not  going  to  work  in  Central 
America  or  in  Africa.” 

The  partnership  has  been  a  learning 
experience  for  all  involved  -  the  St.  Jude 
and  Methodist  Healthcare  officials  as 
well  as  the  practitioners  from 
Zimbabwe. 

"We  learned  many  things  from 
them,”  Caniza  said.  “We  learned  that 
they  have  amazing  strength  and  hope ... 
and  vision  and  courage.” 

Wilimas  took  their  impressions  a  step 
further.  What  was  most  significant,  she 
said,  is  “what  they  are  able  to  accom¬ 
plish  with  so  little  -  what  so  few  people 
can  do  that  will  make  such  a  great  differ¬ 
ence.” 
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Michelle  Tomczak,  former  director  of  volunteer  programming  for  Berks  County 
(Pa.)  Prison  Society,  helps  a  mother  to  record  a  story  for  her  children.  Althea 
Harmon  began  Mother's  Voice  at  Berks  County  Prison  to  help  mothers  in  prison 
stay  connected  to  their  children. 

Prison  ministry  brings  'Mother's  Voice' to  children 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.  (UMNS)  - 
Children  of  imprisoned  mothers  can 
now  hear  their  mother’s  voices  on 
tape,  thanks  to  a  project  begun  by  a 
United  Methodist  woman  at  the 
Berks  County  Prison. 

Althea  Harmon,  a  member  of 
United  Methodist  Women  and  Holy 
Cross  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Reading,  Pa.,  heard  about  the 
“Mother’s  Voice”  project  at  a  1995 
workshop  presented  by  Gerald 
Weaver,  former  executive  director  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Prison  Society. 

With  the  help  of  the  Berks  County 
Prison  Society,  Harmon  proposed  the 
idea  to  the  Berks  County  Prison  war¬ 
den.  “He  was  excited  because  he  had 
so  many  churches  and  individuals 
who  wanted  to  come  in  and  preach 
to  the  inmates,  but  the  difference 
was  that  this  would  be  a  ministry 
that  meets  a  need  and  strengthens 
the  relationship  between  a  mother 
and  her  children,”  she  explained. 

As  the  Albright-Lebanon-Reading 
District  United  Methodist  Women’s 
social  action  coordinator,  Harmon 
obtained  financial  support  from 
other  women’s  units  in  the  area  to  set 
up  the  Mother’s  Voice  program. 

“This  was  a  ministry  I  could  start  in 
our  prison  -  a  way  for  mothers  in 
prison  to  stay  connected  to  their 
children  -  and  have  all  UMW  units  be 
a  part  of  it”  by  contributing  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  tapes,  she 
said.  “At  that  time,  it  cost  $2  -  $1  for 
the  book  and  $1  for  the  tape.” 

Mother’s  Voice  allows  each  incar¬ 
cerated  mother  of  young  children  to 
record  a  storybook  and  a  personal 
message. 

A  prison  society  staff  member  or 
volunteer  visits  weekly  to  help  each 
mother  tape  the  story. 

The  books  and  cassette  tapes  are 
delivered  to  the  children,  who  can 
hear  their  own  mothers’  voices  each 
day.  In  2003,  Mother’s  Voice  enabled 
288  mothers  to  record  stories  and 
brief  personal  messages  of  love  and 
encouragement  for  529  children. 

Christine  Reichardt,  director  of 
volunteer  programming  for  the  Berks 
County  Prison  Society,  received 
numerous  messages  from  caretakers 


of  children  of  imprisoned  mothers 
on  the  life-changing  effect  of  the 
Mother's  Voice  program. 

“The  grandmother  of  one  little  girl 
wrote  to  us  to  say  that  when  her 
granddaughter  heard  her  tape,  she 
squealed,  ‘Mommy,  Mommy, 
Mommy,’  and  carried  the  book 
around  with  her  for  days,  even  when 
the  tape  wasn’t  playing,”  she  said. 
“The  tape  made  her  feel  as  though 
her  mother  was  still  with  her,  and  at 
least  she  knew  her  mother  was  still 
loving  and  missing  her.” 

One  mother  told  Reichardt  “that 
prior  to  her  incarceration  she  often 
let  her  child  down.  Her  child’s 
response  to  hearing  the  story  on  tape 
made  her  realize  that  something  as 
simple  as  taking  a  few  moments  to 
read  to  her  child  was  a  huge  step  in 
renewing  the  bond  between  them- 
something  she  would  definitely  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  when  she  was  released.” 

Harmon  regularly  volunteers  her 
time  for  Mother’s  Voice.  “When  I  go 
in,  I  help  the  mother  to  read  the 
book,  helping  her  with  literacy,”  she 
said. 

"The  program,  it  seems,  not  only 
enables  mother  and  child  to  main¬ 
tain  a  bond  during  incarceration,  but 
has  become  a  good  parenting  habit 
the  mother  can  use  to  continue 
strengthening  their  bond  upon 
release. 

“When  a  mother  makes  a  tape,  we 
give  her  time  to  make  a  special  mes¬ 
sage  at  the  end  of  the  tape:  ‘I  love 
you;  be  good;  Mommy  will  be  home 
soon.’  It  helps  a  lot  of  mothers  who 
want  to  make  a  difference  in  their 
children’s  lives  from  prison.” 

Along  with  the  support  of  the  dis¬ 
trict’s  United  Methodist  Women’s 
units,  additional  help  for  Mother’s 
Voice  has  come  from  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference 
Peace  With  Justice  grants,  the  Berks 
County  Bar  Association,  Church 
Women  United  of  Reading- Berks 
County,  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Permanent  Trust  Fund  and 
the  Prison  Society  general  funds. 

More  information  is  available  by 
calling  Harmon  at  (610)  678-6080  or 
writing  to  theaandjoseph@msn.com. 


Annual  Conference  Accommodations  List 

Following  is  an  updated  accommodations  list 

70501 

for  2004  La.  Annual  Conference  June  9-1 2,  in 

337-291-2916 

Lafayette. 

50  rooms  available 

$79  +  tax 

1  -  Hilton  Hotel  -  [Host  Hotel] 

1521  N  Pinhook  Rd. 

1 1  -  LaQuinta  Inn  &  Suites 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 

1015  W  Pinhook  Rd. 

337-235-61 1 1 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 

L.  E.  Wilcox 

Susan  McDowell 

122  rooms  available 

337-291-1088 

$80  doubles/$85  king, 

30  rooms  available 

$110  exec,  doubles,  $1 15  exec,  king,  $159-1 

$72.99  +  tax 

bdr.std.Ste.,  $199-2  bdr.  std.ste.,  $299-1  bdr. 

deluxe  ste.,  $399-2  bdr.  deluxe  ste.  +  tax 

12  -  LaQuinta  Inn 

2  -  Best  Western  Hotel  Acadiana 

2100  Evangeline  Thruway 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 

1801  W  Pinhook  Rd. 

Shirley  Smith 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

337-233-5610 

337-233-81 20  /  800-826  8366 

40  rooms  available 

Tobi  Powell 

$52  +  tax 

100  rooms  available 

$72  +  tax 

13  -  Quality  Inn 

3  -  Comfort  Inn 

2216  NE  Evangeline  Thruway 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 

1421  SE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 

Neal  Patel 

70501 

337-234-0383 

Cindy  Breaux 

75  rooms  available 

337-232-9000 

$65  +  tax 

80  rooms  available 

$67  +  tax 

14  -  Ramada  Executive  Plaza 

4  -  Comfort  Suites 

120  E  Kaliste  Saloom  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

2300  NE  Evangeline  Thruway 

Ericka  Cooper 

Lafayette,  70501 

337-235-0858 

Jan  Huffman 

48  rooms  available 

337-291-6008 

$52  +  tax 

40  rooms  available 

$70  +  tax 

15  -  Sleep  Inn 

5  -  Courtyard  Marriott 

2140  W  Willow  St. 

[Willow  &  Ambassador  Caffery] 

214  E  Kaliste  Saloom  Rd. 

Scott,  LA  70583 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

Bobby  Dawson 

Elizabeth  Knight 

337-264-0408 

337-232-5005 

75  rooms  available 

20  rooms  available 

$65  +  tax 

$79  +  tax 

6  -  Days  Inn 

16 -Travel  Host  Inn 

3014  NE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 

1620  N  University  Ave. 

70501 

Lafayette,  LA  70506 

John  Pomier 

Lana  Thomas 

337-233-2090 

337-237-8880 

Overflow  rooms  available 

75  rooms  available 

$32.95  +  tax 

$52  +  tax 

7  -  Hampton  Inn 

17-Travelodge 

1101  W  Pinhook  Rd. 

2 144  Willow  St. 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 

[Willow  &  Ambassador  Caffery] 

337-234-7404 

Scott,  LA  70583 

25  rooms  available 

Phyllis  Kreel 

$48  +  tax 

337-236-6161 

50  rooms  available 

Newly  Opening  Properties  6/2004 

$71  +  tax 

Contact  Information  Not  Available 

8  -  Hampton  Inn  &  Suites 

18  -  Drury  Inn 

Kaliste  Saloom  Rd. 

1-1 0  Frontage  Rd.,  Lafayette 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

19  -  Budget  Inn 

Yolanda  Boutin 

Ambassador  Caffery,  Lafayette 

337-266-5858  /  1  800  HAMPTON 

20  -  Holiday  Inn  Express 

40  rooms  available 

Ambassador  Caffery,  Lafayette 

$76  +  tax 

[OPENING  MARCH '04] 

9  -  Holiday  Inn  Holidome 

Cajundome/Convention  Ctr  (337)  265-2100  / 

444  Cajun  Blvd.  From  East  or  WestTake  1-1 0  to 

2032  NE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 

exit  100  (Ambassador  Caffery).  Go  towards 

70501 

Bertrand  Dr.,  take  a  left  on  Congress. The 

Donna  Bowen 

Cajundome  and  Convention  Center  are  on  the 

337-233-6815  /  1  800  465  4329 

right. 

1 50  rooms  available 

From  North  or  South  Take  Hwy  167  (Johnson 

$79  +  tax 

St.)  until  you  see  Cajundome  Blvd.  Take  a  left 

10 -Jameson  Inn 

on  Cajundome  Blvd.  and  you  will  see  the 

Cajundome  and  Convention  Center  on  the 

2200  NE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 

right. 
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UM  organization  offers  drug  benefit 


NASHVILLE, 

Tenn.  (UMNS)  - 
Responding  to  the 
escalating  cost  of 
prescription  drugs, 
a  United  Methodist 
organization  has 
begun  making  a 
drug  benefit  avail¬ 
able  to  all  8.3  mil¬ 
lion  of  the  church’s 
U.S.  members. 

Through  a  partnership  with  pre¬ 
scription  drug  and  health  supply  dis¬ 
counter  DestinationRx,  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  is  offering  a  free 
card  that  gives  discounts  of  up  to  50 
percent  on  prescription  drugs  and 
other  supplies,  such  as  contact  lens¬ 
es,  vitamins  and  drugs  for  pets. 

The  benefit  is  available  to  all 
United  Methodist  Church  members, 
regardless  of  their  insurance  cover¬ 
age,  income  or  health  status.  It  was 
announced  by  the  association,  an 
organization  of  the  denomination’s 
health  care  organizations,  at  a 
national  conference  March  4-7  in 
Nashville. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
the  nation’s  second  largest  Protestant 
denomination.  With  an  average  age 
of  57,  its  members  are  among  the 
oldest  of  any  denomination  in  the 
United  States. 

Forty  million  Americans  have  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  prescription  drug  insurance. 
This  benefit  is  meant  especially  for 
them,  said  the  Rev.  Mearle  Griffith, 
president  and  chief  executive  officer 
of  the  Dayton,  Ohio, -based  associa¬ 
tion. 

“We  have  many  people  falling 
through  the  cracks,”  he  said.  “They’re 
choosing  between  taking  all  of  the 
drugs  they  need  and  groceries.” 

The  announcement  comes  during 
an  election  year  when  the  cost  of 
prescription  drugs  will  be  a  decisive 
issue. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
the  first  denomination  to  offer  such  a 
benefit,  but  Griffith  has  heard  from 
other  denominations,  such  as  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Mennonite 
Church  USA  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  about  offering  a  similar  ben¬ 
efit. 

He  believes  the  nation’s  leaders 
have  been  too  slow  in  addressing  the 
issue. 

“We  think  it’s  taken  too  long,  and 
we’re  not  going  to  wait  around  any 
longer,”  he  said. 

The  benefit  is  the  result  of  two 
years  of  research  into  how  the 
denomination  could  help  members, 
especially  the  working  poor,  afford 
their  medications. 

The  denomination’s  missions 
arm,  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
took  up  the  issue  as  a  social  justice 
cause,  said  Jane  Ehrman,  health  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  board’s  healdr  and 
relief  unit. 

DestinationRx,  a  privately  owned 
company  founded  in  1999  and  based 
in  Los  Angeles,  has  contracts  with 


Griffith 


more  than  25,000  pharmacies  across 
the  country,  including  Eckerd’s, 

Kmart  and  Target,  to  offer  discount¬ 
ed  prescription  drugs  and  health 
supplies  to  employers,  unions,  and 
other  organizations  and  individuals. 

It  was  selected  to  offer  health  cost 
information  and  software  to  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  under  the  Medicare 
reform  bill  signed  in  December. 

Ehrman  said  DestinationRx  has 
“an  outstanding  record.”  During  her 
study,  she  looked  at  other  providers 
in  the  industry  and  also  talked  to 
DestinationRx’s  customers. 

Working  with  Ehrman,  the  associ¬ 
ation  struck  a  deal  with 
DestinationRx  two  weeks  ago  and 
began  offering  the  cards  immediate¬ 
ly.  United  Methodists  can  obtain  the 
cards  by  calling  (800)  379-9040  and 
referring  to  the  United  Methodist 
Association. 

Though  the  company  has  a  gener¬ 
al  Web  site,  Senior  Vice  President 
Dan  Jadosh  said  United  Methodists 
should  call  the  toll-free  number  to 
get  their  membership  information 
before  going  online.  In  addition,  the 
company  is  developing  a  Web  site 
specifically  for  United  Methodist 
participants. 

The  United  Methodist  Association 
is  promoting  the  card  among  the 
church  leadership  and  member 
health  and  welfare  providers,  and  it 
will  discuss  the  program  at  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  gath¬ 
ering,  the  General  Conference,  April 
27-May  7  in  Pittsburgh.  Griffith 
hopes  that  as  word  spreads,  congre¬ 
gations  and  youth  groups  will  use 
the  cards  in  their  outreach  to  the 
poor. 

"This  is  a  natural  extension  of  our 
commitment  to  health,”  he  said.  “It’s 
our  passion  to  help  the  poor  and 
needy.” 

DestinationRx  joined  with  the 
denomination  to  offer  the  benefit  for 
similar  reasons,  Jadosh  said. 

“It’s  not  a  situation  that’s  an  end- 
all  to  fixing  the  problem,  but  it  will 
provide  help  at  least,”  he  said. 

Julie  Wernz,  a  United  Methodist 
Association  member  from  Baltimore, 
knows  firsthand  how  much  people 
pay  for  their  prescriptions.  She  is  an 
employee  of  a  company  that 
processes  insurance  claims.  She 
believes  people  deserve  help. 

“Somebody’s  got  to  do  it  and  look 
out  for  the  seniors,"  she  said. 

Bill  Deswick,  a  United  Methodist 
Association  member  from  Pontiac, 
Ill.,  applauded  the  denomination  for 
stepping  into  the  debate. 

“Prescription  drugs  have  been  for 
years  the  highest-priced  part  of  get¬ 
ting  well,”  he  said.  “This  provides  a 
good  opportunity  to  get  involved  in 
something  that  will  really  help  our 
members.” 

In  addition  to  DestinationRx’s  toll- 
free  number,  more  information  is 
also  available  from  the  United 
Methodist  Association  at  (937)  227- 
9494.  Frequently  asked  questions  are 
answered  in  the  article  at  right. 


Frequently  asked  questions  about  benefit  answered 


The  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  has 
announced  that  United  Methodists  can 
obtain  a  free  prescription  savings  card 
through  a  partnership  with 
DestinationRx,  a  prescription  benefit 
management  company  based  in  Los 
Angeles.  The  program  was  developed 
after  a  two-year  study  by  The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  savings  card  is  not  an 
insurance  product. 

Here  are  some  questions  and  answers 
regarding  the  program. 

Q:  What  is  being  offered? 

A:  The  program  offers  a  savings  card 
that  allows  users  to  purchase  prescrip¬ 
tions  and  other  health  care  supplies  at 
discounted  prices. 

Most  prescription  medications  are 
covered  in  the  DestinationRx 
Prescription  Program  through  its  net¬ 
work  of  participating  pharmacies.  In 
addition,  DestinationRx  provides  pre¬ 
scription  savings  through  a  toll-free  tele¬ 
phone  number  for  maintenance  med¬ 
ications  and  savings  through  its  Web  site 
on  traditional  drugs,  including  pet  med¬ 
ications,  vitamins/minerals,  over-the- 
counter  medications  and  vision  care. 

Q:  Who  is  offering  it? 

A.  DestinationRx  and  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  are  making  the  pro¬ 
gram  available. 

Q:  Who  is  eligible  for  the  benefits? 
Does  one  have  to  be  a  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church? 

A.  Any  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  may  obtain  the  card 
at  no  membership  cost. 

Q:  What  impact  if  any  would  existing 
insurance  coverage  have  on  one’s  ability 
to  use  the  card? 

A:  The  DestinationRx  program  cannot 
be  used  in  conjunction  with  a  traditional 
prescription  program.  However,  the 
DestinationRx  program  provides  savings 
to  the  member  for  non-covered  items 
that  may  not  be  part  of  a  traditional  pre¬ 
scription  program,  such  as  birth  control, 
smoking  cessation,  cosmetic  and  fertility 
products,  and  anti-obesity  medications. 
In  addition,  the  DestinationRx  program 
can  be  used  by  individuals  who  have 
deductibles,  maximums  and  major 
medical  programs. 

Q:  Does  the  local  church  have  to  do 
anything  in  order  for  a  member  to 
enroll? 

A:  All  the  administration  will  be  per¬ 
formed  by  DestinationRx. 

Q:  How  do  you  obtain  the  card? 

A:  Cards  may  be  ordered  by  calling 
DestinationRx  at  (800)  379-9040. 

Indicate  that  you  received  the  invitation 
to  apply  for  the  card  from  the  United 
Methodist  Association  and  give  the 
Group  Number:  UMA001.  DestinationRx 
also  has  a  Web  site,  but  United 
Methodists  need  to  obtain  a  permanent 
membership  ID  and  prescription  card 
prior  to  proceeding  to  the  Web  site. 

Q:  When  will  the  card  be  delivered? 

A:  The  card  will  be  delivered  within 
seven  to  10  business  days. 

Q:  Does  each  member  of  the  house¬ 
hold  need  an  individual  card? 

A:  One  DestinationRx  Savings  ID  card 
is  good  for  all  family  members  residing 
at  the  same  address  with  the  same  last 


name. 

Q:  How  does  DestinationRx  deter¬ 
mine  whether  someone  who  calls  for  the 
card  is  a  United  Methodist? 

A:  The  member  contacting 
DestinationRx  should  mention  that  they 
are  part  of  the  United  Methodist  family. 
At  the  direction  of  the  UMA, 
DestinationRx  is  not  performing  any 
verification  of  church  membership. 

Q:  Where  can  I  obtain  more  informa¬ 
tion  online? 

A:  More  information  is  available  by 
going  to  on  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Web  site.  DestinationRx  is  also 
developing  a  site  for  United  Methodist 
participants;  details  will  be  available 
soon. 

Q:  How  many  pharmacies  are  partici¬ 
pating?  What  are  some  of  the  better- 
known  stores? 

A:  More  than  25,000  pharmacies 
across  the  United  States  are  participat¬ 
ing,  including  those  at  Eckerd’s,  Kmart 
and  Target  stores. 

Q:  What  kind  of  discounts  does  the 
card  provide? 

A:  Savings  vary  based  upon  where 
one  obtains  medication.  However,  sav¬ 
ings  can  range  up  to  25  percent  on 
brand  medications  and  up  to  50  percent 
on  generic  drugs.  Those  savings  are 
based  on  typical  pharmacy  prices  at  a 
retail  drugstore. 

Q:  What  range  of  products  does  the 
card  cover? 

A:  The  DestinationRx  card  covers 
most  prescription  drugs.  In  addition,  on 
the  DestinationRx  Web  site,  the  card 
covers  items  such  as  pet  prescriptions, 
contact  lenses,  over-the-counter  med¬ 
ications  and  vitamins/ minerals. 

Q:  Does  it  cost  the  cardholder  any¬ 
thing? 

A:  There  is  no  membership  cost  to 
United  Methodist  members. 

Q:  How  much  is  this  plan  costing  The 
United  Methodist  Church? 

A:  There  is  no  cost  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  or  the  United 
Methodist  Association. 

Q:  How  was  this  program  developed? 
What  roles  did  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
the  United  Methodist  Association  play? 

A:  Staff  at  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  United  Methodist 
Association  had  been  researching  ways 
to  help  reduce  the  financial  burden  of 
drug  prescriptions  for  United  Methodist 
members  throughout  the  United  States. 
No  action  was  taken  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  regarding  the  program.  Board 
staff  determined  that  the  agency  was  not 
equipped  to  enter  into  direct  health- 
related  services,  so  the  idea  was  handed 
off  to  the  association  for  consideration. 

Q:  What  is  the  United  Methodist 
Association? 

A:  The  United  Methodist  Association 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Inc., 
based  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  a  network  of 
about  400  health  and  human  services 
organizations.  It  was  founded  in  1940  as 
the  Board  of  Hospitals  and  Homes  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  organization  is 
now  an  independent,  not-for-profit  cor¬ 
poration,  and  is  identified  as  a 
“covenanting  body"  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Conference. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


On  March  4, 80  clergy,  laity,  and  scouts  from  the  Alexandria  -  Monroe 
area  gathered  at  the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  for  a  luncheon  with 
Bishop  William  Hutchinson  as  keynote  speaker.  Goals  of  the  gathering  included 
understanding  how  UM  churches  support  Cub  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts  and 
Venturing  (the  co-ed  arm  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  and  the  fastest  growing)  and 
learning  how  to  improve  churches'  work  with  youth. There  were  1 2  requests  for 
new  units  made  at  the  luncheon. 

Leesville  United  Methodist  Church  Troop  60,  above,  earned  the  Bishop's  Award 
of  Excellence.  Pictured  are  scouts  Will  Prielipp,  Tony  Tillman  II,  Ben  Holten,  Cody 
Tamer;  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard  and  Tony  Tillman,  Scout  Master.  Rev.  Johnny  Riley  of 
Mt.  Olive  UMC,  Bastrop  was  the  presenter  and  MC.Top:  Bishop  Hutchinson  with 
Riley,  and  Rev.  James  Poole,  Scouting  Coordinator,  La.  Conference  UM  Men. 


New  Orleans  District  1 000  Club  to  host  fundraiser 


The  New  Orleans  District  Bob  Lay 
Memorial  "1000  Club”,  will  host  a 
fundraiser  on  Saturday,  May  22  from 
7pm  - 10  pm  at  The  Rose  Garden 
located  at  5616  Citrus  Blvd,  River 
Ridge,  La.  A  gourmet  dinner  will  be 
enjoyed,  along  with  wonderful  enter¬ 
tainment  and  an  auction. 

Charmaine  Neville  has  volun¬ 
teered  to  donate  her  time  to  entertain 
at  this  function.  The  cost  of  the  meal 
will  be  $50  ,  with  a  choice  of  Chicken 
Stassi  (boneless  chicken  breast  over 
panned  eggplant  topped  with  craw¬ 
fish  tails)  or  Red  Snapper  Catherine. 
All  reservations  and  money  must  be 
turned  in  prior  to  May  1.  No  meal 
tickets  will  be  sold  at  the  door.  Please 


invite  your  friends,  family,  and  other 
Conference  members  to  come  to  this 
special  event.  The  Rose  Garden  can 
only  accommodate  325  people. 

So  make  your  reservations  early  so 
you  can  have  a  seat!  We  will  all  "pass 
a  good  time!”.  Please  make  your 
checks  payable  to  the  “1000  Club” 
and  send  them  to  Doris  Happel,  4428 
Reich  St.,  Metairie,  LA.  70006.  If  you 
can  not  attend,  a  donation  would  be 
appreciated. 

The  event’s  purpose  is  to  assist  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  con¬ 
struction  of  new  United  Methodist 
Churches  and  to  help  each  district 
make  necessary  repairs  and  con¬ 
struction  in  existing  churches. 


St.Timothy  on  the  Northshore  to  host  piano  concert 


St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mandeville  will 
host  world-renowned  piano  duo  Nielson 
&  Young  on  Palm  Sunday,  April  4  at  5 
p.m. 

Nielson  &  Young  are  in  their  32nd 

Haven-Trinity  UMC  to  offer 

Historic  Haven-Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  is 
hosting  it’s  second  annual  “Youth  Job 
Ethics  Workshop”  on  Saturday,  April  3, 
from  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

The  purpose  of  this  workshop  is  to 
provide  the  youth  a  forum  that  will  pre¬ 
pare  them  with  the  appropriate  work 
ethic  information,  while  searching  for 
various  employment  opportunities.  The 
workshop  will  be  held  at  the  church 
located  at  1238  Joliet  Street. 

If  you  have  any  youth  that  are  inter¬ 


year  of  collaboration  and  have  toured 
around  the  world,  with  performances 
from  the  Caribbean  to  Europe  and  India. 

The  duo  will  be  joined  by  the  St. 
Timothy  choir.  Admission  is  free  but  an 
offering  will  be  taken. 

youth  job  ethics' workshop 

ested  or  if  you  would  like  a  representa¬ 
tive  from  your  agency  to  participate,  you 
can  contact  Giovan  Jackson  at  (504)  393- 
9809.  The  deadline  for  registration  is 
March  27. 

It  is  our  duty  as  community  leaders  to 
strengthen  and  shape  the  minds  of  our 
youth  today.  For  reasons  unknown  some 
have  fallen  off  track,  therefore  it  is  our 
job  as  a  community  to  look  at  each  child 
as  our  own  and  provide  them  with  a 
wealth  of  information  that  will  prepare 
them  for  their  future. 


Aurora  United  Methodist  Church  UMYF  held  their  Spring  Retreat  March  5-7,  at 
the  UMCOR-Sager  Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin.  With  37  youth  and  adults  in  atten- 
dence,  the  group  learned  firsthand  the  urgent,  ongoing  need  for  more  supplies. 
Kathy  Powers  is  the  youth  director. 


Moss  Bluff  UMC  to  sponsor  annual  bicycle  tour 


Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church 
is  joining  forces  once  again  with  KPLC- 
TV  to  present  the  Tour  LaFitte  Bicycle 
Tour.  The  Tour  LaFitte  provides  a 
healthy  family  event,  while  promoting 
cycling  and  its  benefits.  All  proceeds  will 
benefit  the  Special  Olympics  of  SWLA. 

Tour  distances  of  62  mi.,  50  mi.  and 
35  mi.  are  available  to  challenge  the 
experienced  cyclist.  There  will  also  be  a 
10-mile  Family  Ride  with  a  mid-way 
punch  and  cookies  rest  stop  available  for 
the  novice. 

Registration  forms  are  available  at  the 
Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church, 
local  area  health  clubs:  Gigi’s,  Dynamic 
Dimensions  and  the  YMCA  or  online  at 
www.kplctv.com . 

Tour  LaFitte  is  more  than  just  a  bicy¬ 
cle  tour.  It  is  truly  an  event.  This  year,  the 
ride  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  1.  The 


ride  will  start  and  end  at  the  Lake 
Charles  Civic  Center.  All  routes  will  start 
at  7:30  am  sharp. 

Every  Tour  LaFitte  participant 
receives  a  ride  packet, which  includes  a 
commemorative  T-shirt  and  Water 
Bottle,  plus  other  surprises  provided  by 
our  many  sponsors. 

For  the  rider’s  safety  and  conven¬ 
ience,  there  are  breakpoints  fully 
stocked  with  fruit,  water  and  homemade 
cookies  along  every  route. 

After  the  ride,  everyone  enjoys  home¬ 
made  gumbo  and  soft  drinks.  The  main 
attractions  are  our  Crazy  Contests  and 
Big  Prize  Give-a-Way.  Grand  prize  is  a 
bicycle  valued  at  $500. 

For  further  information  please  con¬ 
tact:  Rob  Brooks,  ride  director,  (337)  708- 
4852  (7  a.m.  to  4  p.m.),  (337)  855-0167 
(After  4  p.m.),  rebrooks@ppg.com. 
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Preparations  underway  for  Annual  Conference  2004  in  Lafayette 
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(and  for  the  rest  of  the  year) 


Your  CalencEa. 
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Youth  m<£  Youth  W® irtosrs  Saleudar  @?  Events 


l.ouisiiiiiic  Conference  Web  Page: 

http://www.fa-umc.org/youth.htm 


2004 

2005 

2006 

Discemers  Academy 

January  7-9 

January  6-8 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry 

(Adult  workers  with  youth)  -  Dallas.  Texas 

January 

January 

Happening  ( 1 0,h- 1 2th  grades  &  adults) 

January  14-16 

January  13-15 

CCYM  Meeting 

January  21-22 

January  20-21 

Sr.  High  Retreat  (9Ul-12,h  grades  &  adults)  #1 

Date 

^^F'cbruary  4-6 

February  10-12 
February  17-19 

~ 

February  11-13 

Discemers  Academy 

Discerning  the  Cal! 

Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

Centenary  College  Youth  Leadership  Conference 

March  26-23 

March  4-5 

April  9 

IP 

YSF  Sunday 

May  2 

May  1 

May  7 

DCYM  Training  (District  Teams) 

June  4-5 

June  3-4 

June  2-3 

LYMO  (CCYM  Members) 

July  26-28 

July  25-28 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

June  9-12 

June 

June 
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Louisiana  Conference  A  Vn! 


April  9,2004 


(g©tra^3raaa(i(^ 


2004 

2005 

2006 

Disccmcrs  Academy 

August  6-8 

July  29-31 

July  27-29 

JYMO  (CCYM  members)  -  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville.  Arkansas 

July  5-9 

July  5-9 

July  5-9 

Happening  (I0lh-I2lh  grades  &  adults) 

July  S6-18 

July  15-17 

July  14-16 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  -  Trinity  UMC.  Ruston 

July  29-August  1 

July  28-31 

July  27-30 

Diseerners  Academy 

August  6-8 

UMYO  (CCYM  youth  &  adult  representative)  (Every  other  year) 

August 

Adult  Youth  Workers  Training 

August  27-28 

August  26-27 

August  25-26 

Fall  Convocation  (Youth  &  Adults) 

September  25 

September  24 

September  30 

JR.  High  Retreat  (7lh  &  8lh  grades  &  adults)  #1 
#2 

October  29-3 1 
November  B2-14 

October  28-30 
November  4-6 

October  27-29 
November  3-5 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 

November  12-13 

November  18-19 

New  York  Seminar  ( 10,h  grade  -  Sophomore  College  &  Adults)  Every  other  year 

November  20-27 
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D  CYM 

“Psi  ni  ng 

June  4  &  5,  2004 


I  Corinthians  13: 13 


Who  Is  It  For? 

The  two  newly  elected  DCYM  representatives.  one 
alternate  youth  and  one  adult  (over  lheaecof2l)  from 
each  church  serving  for  the  school  year  2004-2005. 

When  Is  It? 

Registration  begins  on  Friday,  June  4*1  at  8:00  p.m. 
Our  program  begins  at  9:00  p.m.  and  concludes  on 
Saturday,  June  5*  by  3:00  pm. 

How  Much  Does  It  Cost? 

$45.00  per  person  (includes  breakfast  and  lunch  on 
Saturday,  programming  cost,  and  lodging) 

What  Do  I  Bring? 

Bible,  toilet  articles,  casual  clothes,  extra  money  for 
YSFund  travel  meals. 

How  Do  I  Register? 

Send  your  completed  registration  form  and  money 
to:  Conference  Youth  Director 

SZ1  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge.  Louisiana  70802 
Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
Payment  must  accompany  your  registration  form. 
You  may  also  register  online  -  see  below. 

DEADLINE  IS  MAY  28, 2004 

Registrations  (includes  application  &  payment)  will 
be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis.  After 
the  deadline,  tegislralions/changes  will  be  accepted 
on  a  space  available  basis  and  will  be  assessed  a 
SI0.00  late  fee. 


Our  Schedule  will  include  time  for: 
Fun  and  Fellowship 
Worship  and  Bible  Study 
Meeting  as  a  District  Team 


Co  m:  www.la-umc.org/youth.htm 

For  Additional  Forms/lnfo 
or  to  Register  Online. 

You  am  also  reach  us  by  ctdling: 
(225)346-1646  (  888)239-5286 
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Louisiana  Conference  viw^/ 


Washington,  D.C.tour 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
will  sponsor  a  tour  of  the 
nation's  capital  focused  on 
holiness  and  justice  issues 
Nov.  20-26,2004. 

The  tour  is  open  to  stu¬ 
dents  10th  grade  through 
college  sophomore.  Cost  is 
$800  including  housing, 
transportation  and  admis- 

Kegistration  forms  and 
$200  deposit  are  due  by  June 
1 ,  2004.  Final  payment  of 
$600  is  due  by  September  1, 
2004. 

Space  is  limited  to  the  first 
20  youth  registrants. 


Senior  mg)) 

Retreat 


Held  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth  A 

(1-318-449-4500) 

#  1  February  4,h  -  6,h,  2005 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  4"',  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February  6”,  at  f f;3f 
Registration  Deadline:  January  28lh,  2005 

#2  February  11”'-  13th,  2005 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  1  Vh,  a!  8  p.m.  ■■  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February  13 »,  at  1 1:30  a.m. 

Registration  Deadline:  February  4,n,  2005 

Facilitator:  Dr.  Jim  Meyer 

presenting:  Relationships 

Event  Fee:  $  75.00  per  person 


Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  may  till  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 
and  will  be  assessed  a  SI  5.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  9-12  and  Aduit  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one  adult 
counselor  (21  years  ot  age  or  older)  lor  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 
What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Conference  Center.) 
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Conference  NOW! 


JUnio 

H'gl 

Retrea' 


? 

AT 


PRESENTING :  RELATIONSHIPS 


EVENT  FEE:  $  TS«0©  Per  Person 

#1  October  29th -31st,  2004 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  Octobers?*,  at3p.rn.  -  Betreat  Ends  Sunday,  October  31 ",  st  11:3S  a 

~  -  ~  -  #1 -October  22nd,  2004. 


#2  November  12th  -  14th,  2004 

e*  In  Begins  Friday,  Narember  13B,  st  8  pm.  ~  times!  Ends  Sands y,  Bomber  If*,  st  11:30  si. 
Registration  Deadline:  #2  -  November  5th,  2004. 


la  eligible?  Any  youth  in  gr 


7-8  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one 
{21  year®  of  age  or  older)  for  at 
youth  participants. 


Bible,  money  for  YE 


Louisiana  Conference ACfa! 


April  9,2004 


REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  SEPTEMBER  17.  2004 
Return  to  your  Youth  Director  or  Coordinator  for  mailing  to  the  Conference 
Office. 


FEE  $25.00  Per  Person 

eeiurannn/Cluinsu  after 


aying  by  personal  check  or  credit  card.  Please  fill  in: 


*  for  ALL  PARTICIPANTS 


Total  Attending _ Youl 

T-Shirt#  Netded  -  Sizes _ 

Group  Contact  Person  Attending 


ON  THE  WEB! 

Throughout  the  year  you  can 
find  updated  information 
about  all  our  youth  events  at 
vwvwJa-umc.org/youth.htm. 
We’re  doubly  extited  about 
our  web  presence  because 
now  you  can  actually  register 
online  for  all  of  our  events. 
Check  us  out! 


|  Did  you  know  that 

we  can  help... 

Your  youth  discover  a  God¬ 
shaped  perspective  on  sexuality? 
We  have  persons  trained  and 
ready  to  come  to  your  diurch  to 
present  seminars  to  your  Junior 
or  Senior  High  Youth.  For  more 
information  call  Tom  at  (225) 
346-1646  or  visit  online  @ 
wwwja-  umc.org 


Louisiana 
United  Methodist 
HAPPENING 

Can  Christianity  pene¬ 
trate  the  reality  of  a  teenag¬ 
er's  world  today?  Can  mod¬ 
ern  youth  turn  on  to  Christ's 
love  instead  of  drugs,  vio¬ 
lence  or  apathy? 

The  Happening  is  staffed 
and  put  on  by  teenagers  for 
teenagers  10th- 12th  grades. 

For  more  information: 
Larry  Bates,  Registrar 
(504)  ST  9-8524 
MLBDOS1@aol.com 
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Mark  Your  Calendar:  YSF  Sunday  is  May  2, 2004 


Louisiana  Youth  and  Churches  Contribute  Thousands  to  YSF  in  2003 


Northshore  S1.94S.23 


Shreveport  $1,438.93 


SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 


Top  10  Churches  in  giving  in  2003 


CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT  S772.00 

JEFFERSON  UMC'  S587.50 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES'  S517.00 

FIRST  UMC/ SLIDELL'  S492.23 

NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC  S404.20 

UNIVERSITY  UMC/ LKCHAS  S340.64 

HAYNESVILLE  UMC  S292.00 

FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD'  S259.00 

FIRST  UMC/ MONROE  S238.00 

FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND'  S234.00 

Total  54,136.57 


*  -  Top  10  Church  in  2002 


ASBURY  UMC  I  LAFAYETTE 
CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 
LOUI9ANAMEM  UMC 
PORT  BARRE  UMC 


SAMPLE  YSF  OFFERING  ENVELOPE 

To  help  your  congregation  donate  to  YSF 

They  are  FREE  and  AVAILABLE  from  the 
Conference  Office! 

To  Se  S ImcS  ©*s  Mwy  2,  Order  By  April  ISIS! 

Call  or  e-mail  Conference  Youth  Director  Rev.  Tom  Dolph  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  tdolph@bellsouth.net 
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Louisiana  Conference/um/ 


April  9,2004 


Adult  Workers  with  Youth  Retreat:  August  27-28, 2004 
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Lafon  Home  continues  import  work  for  elderly 
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Moffat  to  serve  as  keynote  speaker  for  Annual  Conference  2004 


* 


Important  Dates! 

Mark  Your  Calendar! 

Pray  for  These  Gatherings! 

General  Conference 
April  27-May  7 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

La.  Annual  Conference 
“The  Embrace  of  God  - 
Hospitality  That  Is  Holy” 

June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Annual  Conference 
to  feature  new  event 

New  to  Annual  Conference  this 
year  will  be  an  Awards  Banquet,  slat¬ 
ed  for  Thursday  evening,  in  honor  of 
the  many  persons  who  have  excelled 
in  leadership  on  behalf  of  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Also  to  be  honored  will  be  the 
many  young  adults  who  are  the 
recipients  of  academic  scholarships 
funded  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  annual  conference. 

This  event  gives  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  an  opportunity  to  publicly 
recognize  these  achievements,  and 
takes  the  place  of  any  presentations 
or  reports  of  awards  during  the  busi¬ 
ness  sessions. 

A  letter  was  sent  to  the  chairper¬ 
sons  of  all  boards,  agencies  and 
organizations  requesting  the  names 
of  those  persons  being  honored  by 

See  Awards,  page  2 

District  news  /8 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


“The  Embrace  of  God — Hospitality 
that  is  Holy”  will  serve  as  the  theme  for 
the  2004  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
slated  for  June  9-12  at  the  Lafayette 
Convention  Center  (The  Cajundome)  in 
Lafayette. 

Addressing  the  theme  throughout,  Dr. 
Jessica  Moffat  will  serve  as  keynote 
speaker  and  Bible  study  leader  for  the 
event.  Moffat  is  senior  pastor  of  a  1000- 
member  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bixby,  Oklahoma,  on  the  edge  of  Tulsa. 
She  received  her  Master’s  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Candler  School  of  Theology 
at  Emory  University  and  is  currently 


working  toward  a  doctor  of  Ministry 
degree.  Following  a  discernment  style  of 
leadership,  Moffatt  is  known  in  her 
Annual  Conference  for  helping  diverse 
committees  and  task  groups  reach  con¬ 
sensus  as  they  accomplish  their  pur¬ 
pose. 

Moffatt’s  additional  expertise  is  in  the 
area  of  urban  and  community  min¬ 
istries.  In  her  previous  appointment, 
she  led  her  church  in  launching  more 
than  800  lay  persons  in  30  diverse 
“hands-on”  ministries  beyond  the  walls 
of  the  church. 

Rev.  Doug  Baker,  chairman  of  this 


year’s  Worsfrip  Committee,  explained 
that  this  year’s  theme  is  drawn  from 
scripture,  specifically  Isaiah  54:2: 
“Enlarge  the  place  of  your  tent,  stretch 
your  tent  curtains  wide,  do  not  hold 
back;  lengthen  your  cords,  strengthen 
your  stakes.” 

“The  theme  of  hospitality  is  truly  in 
keeping  with  The  United  Methodist 
‘Open  House’  slogan — Open  Minds, 
Open  Hearts,  Open  Doors.  It’s  also 
appropriate  that  annual  conference  is 
moving  to  a  new  venue,  and  that  the  city 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 

Special  mission  offerings 
to  be  taken  at  Conference 

As  in  past  years,  special  mission 
offerings  will  be  received  at  Annual 
Conference.  On  June  10  at  the  evening 
service,  the  offering  will  benefit  the  New 
Orleans  Children’s  Home.  Each  congre¬ 
gation  in  the  annual  conference  is  asked 
to  bring  an  offering  of  $2  per  person  in 
average  attendance  at  worship  (as 
recorded  in  the  2003  Journal).  These 
funds  will  provide  assistance  to  the 
abused  and  neglected  children  who  are 
given  God’s  love  and  care  through  the 
ministry  of  the  children’s  home. 

Two  additional  mission  offerings  will 
be  received  during  the  session.  One  will 
be  designated  to  assist  Hispanic 
Ministries  in  Louisiana.  The  second  will 
support  a  global  mission,  which  has  not 
been  selected  as  of  this  date. 

Pre-Conference  Report 
available  for  download 

All  Clergy  and  Lay  Members  of  the 
Annual  Conference  are  encouraged  to 
download  their  copy  of  the  2004  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the  conference 
website.  Visit  the  website  at  www.la- 
umc.org. 

If  you  have  no  possibilities  for  access 
to  a  computer  and  the  internet,  check 
with  your  District  Office  to  obtain  a 
copy. 

Pictures  to  be  taken 

Adding  to  the  overall  activity  at  the 
2004  Annual  Conference  will  be  picture 
taking  of  all  clergy  and  lay  members  for 
a  new  Conference  Pictorial  Directory. 
Those  attending  annual  conference  are 
asked  to  stop  by  the  Olan  Mills  photog¬ 
raphy  site,  which  will  be  located  in  the 
Tower  (second  floor  of  the  Convention 
Center,  by  the  escalators).  The  hours 
that  pictures  will  be  taken  are  8  a.m.-5 
p.m.  Wednesday  through  Friday,  and  8 
a.m.- 12  p.m.  Saturday. 


Embrace  of  God 


Gonzales  artist  Ashley  Langford  designed  the  logo  for  the  2004  Annual 
Conference  in  Lafayette  to  reflect  this  year's  theme,  "The  Embrace  of  God  - 
Hospitality  That  Is  Holy." 

Gonzales  artist  designs  Conference  logo 


Ashley  Langford,  a  freelance  artist 
from  Gonzales,  is  the  graphic  artist 
for  the  2004  Annual  Conference  logo. 

“Years  ago  a  women’s  bible  study 
I  participated  in  focused  on  the  con¬ 
cept  of  the  Old  Testament  taberna¬ 
cle.  The  words  of  scripture  really 
came  alive  to  me  through  the  under¬ 
standing  of  each  intricate  part  of 
God’s  tabernacle. 

“The  scripture  from  Isaiah  54:2 
used  for  the  Annual  Conference 
2004  helped  me  envision  the  tent , 
and  instantly  brought  back  my  study 


of  God’s  tabernacle. 

“I  envisioned  a  large  Old 
Testament  tent,  not  like  a  circus  or  a 
camping  tent.  But  one  made  from 
hand,  using  the  resources  given  by 
God  to  his  people.  It  can  be  your 
tent,  your  family’s  tent,  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  tent  or  even  the  tent  of  your 
country. 

“The  thought  behind  the  image  is 
for  each  person  to  make  it  their  own.” 

Langford  makes  her  home  in 

See  Logo,  page  2 
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Louisiana  Conference NOW! 


April  23,2004 


O  N  THE  JOURN  E  Y 

The  Old  Blue  Suitcase 


The  old  blue  suitcase  came  into  my 
mother’s  possession  after  I  was  grown 
and  had  left  home.  Before  then  she 
had  traveled  with  either  a  Samsonite 
case  belonging  to  my  father,  or  with  an 
old  metal-sided  case  that  had  come 
from  who-knows-where.  She  was 
proud  of  the  new  blue  case  when  she 
purchased  it  because  it  was  the  first 
one  that  was  stricdy  hers  and  looked 
even  the  least  bit  feminine. 

She  began  to  use  the  case  when  I 
was  in  college  and  she  came  to 
Oklahoma  University  on  Mother’s 
Week-End.  She  and  all  other  Mom’s  of 
my  fraternity  brothers  took  over  the 
fraternity  house,  just  as  was  happen¬ 
ing  all  over  the  campus,  for  the  week¬ 
end.  We  all  scattered  to  the  dorms  and 
apartments  of  “brothers”  and  left  the 
women-folk  to  the  group  showers  and 
community  bathrooms  of  our  normal 
way  of  living.  (I  wonder  now  how  the 
moms  stood  it!)  The  blue  suitcase  was 
new  then  and  carried  her  finest  clothes 
and  shoes  so  she  would  make  me 
proud  of  her  as  she  sat  and  visited  with 
others  from  across  Oklahoma  and  the 
U.S.  And  I  was  proud!  As  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  she  was  the  most  beautiful 
Mom  present,  and  her  suitcase  was 
not  only  proper  but  actually  pretty. 

Over  the  next  years  “Old  Blue”  (OB) 
traveled  all  over  the  United  States.  It 
made  it  to  Oklahoma  City  in  August  of 
1964  to  attend  Kay's  and  my  wedding. 

It  contained  a  blue  lace  dress  that  was 
fitting  for  the  Mother  of  the  Groom, 
and  dyed  to  match  shoes.  It  made  it  to 
Durham,  North  Carolina  for  my  gradu¬ 
ation  from  Duke  Divinity  School  and 
was  packed  with  a  few  household 
items  when  we  left  there  to  return  to 
New  Mexico  where  Kay  and  I  would 
start  our  ministry  in  1966. 

When  our  kids  came  along,  “OB” 
was  loaded  many  times  with  new 
clothes  for  the  boys  and  a  special  gift 
for  Kay  and  me  when  “Momo”,  as 
mother  was  now  known,  would  come 
to  visit.  I  can  see  the  boys  faces  now  as 
“OB”  would  be  unzipped  and  the  sur¬ 
prises  would  be  extracted  from  the 
interior.  There  never  failed  to  be  a  sur¬ 
prise. 

It  transported  her  belongings  to 
town  after  town  and  church  after 
church  that  we  served  as  she  would 
come  to  visit,  or  come  to  stay  with  our 
boys  while  we  attended  Annual 
Conference  or  some  other  church 
meeting.  When  our  boys  reached  col¬ 
lege  age,  “OB”  was  on  the  university 
circuit  for  the  second  round.  She  was 
attending  organ  recitals  at  Texas 
Christian  University  where  John 
played  every  year  for  a  music  school 
requirement.  Or  she  was  going  to  Las 
Cruces,  New  Mexico  to  visit  my  broth¬ 
er  and  see  Mark  when  he  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  there  at  New  Mexico  State 
University. 


“OB”  made  the 
trek  to  Bloys  Camp 
Meeting  every 
summer,  just  out¬ 
side  Fort  Davis, 
Texas,  where  I  have 
preached  for  many 
years.  It  was  a 
familiar  compan¬ 
ion  on  Mesa 
Airlines  as  she 
would  fly  to 
Albuquerque  for  a 
visit.  It  was  filled 
with  clothes  and  loving  care  when  she 
came  for  nearly  three  weeks  one  time 
in  order  to  help  Kay  nurse  me  back  to 
health  following  my  Coronary  By-Pass 
surgery. 

Then  in  1997  it  became  inactive.  It 
was  shortly  after  it  had  borne  the 
clothes  for  Mark  and  Laura’s  wedding. 
Momo  had  a  strange  hospital  episode 
that  incapacitated  her  and  made  her  a 
home-bound  person.  “OB”  was 
placed  under  her  bed  and  never  again 
saw  the  light  of  day  until  I  dmg  it  out 
after  her  memorial  service  on  March 
15.  It  was  covered  with  dust  and 
showed  the  signs  of  neglect.  But  it  was 
time  to  pack  it  again. 

This  time  it  was  loaded  with  bank 
statements,  her  marriage  license,  the 
latest  income  tax  report,  her  birth  cer¬ 
tificate,  scraps  of  paper  that  had  many 
of  her  random  reflective  thoughts  writ¬ 
ten  on  them,  the  latest  bills  that  need¬ 
ed  attention,  some  sympathy  cards 
that  had  already  begun  to  arrive,  some 
family  pictures  and  other  odds  and 
ends  that  summarized  a  life  that  had 
been  lived  and  that  was  now  complet¬ 
ed.  As  I  checked  “OB”  onto  the  plane 
in  Lubbock,  Texas  to  bring  it  to  Baton 
Rouge  I  thought  of  its  many  travels 
and  its  many  purposes  served.  This 
was  one  I  had  not  expected.  But  it  car¬ 
ried  the  memories  and  necessities 
with  as  much  dignity  and  strength  as  it 
had  carried  the  clothes  and  gifts  and 
joys  of  life. 

Now  it  is  tucked  away  in  our  home. 

I  don’t  know  when  it  will  be  used 
again,  but  when  it  is  used  a  flood  of 
memories  will  emerge  I  am  sure.  And 
they’ll  all  be  good.  It’s  all  part  of  the 
journey  we  call  life  and  we  all  have  our 
own  “OBs”  that  someone  will  pick  up 
and  pack  for  us  someday.  The  ques¬ 
tion  that  comes  to  my  mind  is,  “What 
does  my  "OB”  carry  now  and  what  will 
it  hold  in  the  end?  It’s  worth  ponder¬ 
ing. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 

RS.  Kay  and  I  are  packing  this  week 
to  attend  General  Conference.  Please 
pray  for  us  and  all  the  delegates  that 
God’s  will  is  done  and  glory  and  honor 
are  reflected  by  the  people  called 
"Methodist.” 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Awards,  from  page 1 

their  group,  along  with  the  name  of  the 
presenter  of  the  award.  These  names  are 
needed  by  the  Conference  Area  Offices 
as  soon  as  possible  so  that  the  banquet 
may  be  planned  and  information  can  be 
included  in  the  daily  issues  of  Louisiana 
Right  Now!,  which  is  distributed  at 
Annual  Conference! 

Please  send  the  name  of  the  award, 
the  name(s)  of  the  recipient(s),  and  the 
name  of  the  presenter  to  Don  Cottrill  at 
dccottrill@bellsouth.net  and  to  Betty 
Backstrom  at  lanow@bellsouth.net  or 
call  them  at  (225)  346-1646. 

We  also  ask  that  those  responsible  for 
each  awards  committee  make  certain 


from  page  7 

Gonzales  with  husband  Mike,  their  son 
Blake  and  their  dog  Moses.  She  has 
painted  and  designed  everything  from 
backdrops  for  photographers  to  hand- 


that  the  honored  recipients  are  present 
at  the  banquet  and  that  they  have  tick¬ 
ets. 

Historically,  some  awards  have  been 
presented  at  individual  breakfasts  or 
lunches. 

That  tradition  is  still  honored,  but  we 
ask  that  an  announcement  of  the  pres¬ 
entation  be  repeated  during  the  new 
Awards  Banquet. 

Tickets  for  the  banquet,  slated  for 
Thursday,  June  10  at  5:30  p.m.,  may  be 
obtained  by  using  the  2004  Conference 
Meal  Registration  form  found  on  page 
24  (roman  numerals)  in  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report.  Tickets  are  $15  each. 


painted  furniture.  Some  of  her  most 
recent  designs  have  been  published 
nationally  and  featured  on  National 
Public  Television. 


DISTRICT  PRE-CONFERENCE  BRIEFINGS 

Acadiana  -  1st 

May  16 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 

4:00  p.m. 

Acadiana  -  2nd 

May  17 

First  UMC,  Houma 

6:30  p.m. 

Alexandria 

May  16 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria 

3:00  p.m. 

Baton  Rouge 

May  16 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

3:00  p.m. 

Lake  Charles 

May  16 

First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

3:00  p.m. 

Monroe 

May  16 

First  UMC,  Monroe 

3:00  p.m. 

New  Orleans 

May  16 

St.  Matthew's  UMC,  Metairie 

3:00  p.m.  _ 

North  Shore 

May  16 

First  UMC,  Hammond 

3:00  p.m. 

Ruston 

May  16 

Arcadia  UMC 

3:00  p.m. 

Shreveport 

May  16 

St.  Luke's  UMC,  Shreveport 

3:00  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Don  Cottrill 
Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 

Provost 

Editor 

Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
Th°  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


April  23,2004 
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Delegates  to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  have  met  several  times  over  the 
past  few  months  preparing  for  their  responsibilities.  Pictured  are  (seated)  Carolyn  Dove, 
Frances  Hooton,  Marie  Williams,  Anita  Crump  and  Alonzo  Campbell;  (standing)  Fred 
Wideman,  Danny  Gleason,  Julie  Spencer,  Tim  Hebert,  Larry  Stafford,  Chris  Andrews, 
Eloise  Cox,  Nancy  Carruth,  George  Anding,  Sarah  Kreutziger,  Rob  Weber,  Bernadine 
Johnson,  Larry  Miller,  Ellen  Alston,  Ron  Sarver,  Joyce  Robinson,  Bob  Burgess  and  Don 
Cottrill.  Not  pictured  are  Freddie  Henderson,  Carol  Winn  Crawford,  Don  Avery,  Ned 
Randolph,  Lane  Cotton  Winn,  Lueburda  Myers,  Andy  Goff,  Fred  Banks,  Fred  Loy,  Jared 
Williams,  Rachel  Scott,  Terrel  DeVille,  Don  Brown.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Delegates  prepare  for  General,  Jurisdictional  Conferences 


BY  REV.  MARIE  WILLIAMS 

MONROE  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENT 

GENERAL  CONFERENCE  DELEGATION,  HEAD 

The  Louisiana  Conference  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conference 
Delegation  had  been  working  hard  over 
the  last  months.  We  have  met  as  a 
Delegation  four  times  since  July  of  2003 
including  two,  two -day  meetings. 

During  those  times  we  have  taken  care 
of  “in-house”  business,  including  the 
endorsement  of  Rev.  Donald  Avery  for 
the  Episcopacy.  In  addition,  we  have 
heard  presentations  from  Woody  Bedell 
(GBPHB),  Mary  Ann  Moman  and  Ken 
Yamadi  (GBHEM)  and  Don  Hayashi 
(GCOM)  concerning  legislation  that  will 
be  coming  to  General  Conference  from 
their  respective  Boards.  In  mid- 
February  the  delegation  interviewed 
nine  Episcopal  candidates  who  traveled 
from  all  over  the  Jurisdiction  to  Baton 
Rouge. 

While  there  they  were  treated  to 
Mardi  Gras  parades  which  were  taking 
place  outside  the  Conference  Office 
Building. 

Each  General  Conference  Delegate 
will  serve  on  a  Legislative  Committee 
which  will  review  and  discuss  the  over 
1300  petitions  that  have  been  sent  for 

Petitions  for  Annual 

The  Thirty-fourth  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  fast 
upon  us!  According  to  our  conference 
rules,  “Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an 
individual  member  or  a  duly  elected 
body  of  the  local  church  or  a  district, 
shall  first  be  presented  to  the  Committee 
on  Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference”  (Conference  Rules, 
Article  I,  G.  Committee  on  Petitions, 
page  253  of  the  Journal  of  the  33rd 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  this  year  begins 
on  a  Wednesday,  June  9.  In  order  that 
your  petition  (s)  might  get  to  the 


the  Conference  to  vote  on.  Petitions  are 
divided  into  groups  for  each  committee. 
During  the  week  of  April  27  -  May  1, 
Committees  will  meet  and  work  on  peti¬ 
tions.  During  the  week  of  May  3-7, 
petitions  will  be  brought  to  the  entire 
Conference  for  concurrence  or  non-con¬ 
currence.  Louisiana  Delegates  will  serve 
as  follows: 

Church  and  Society  -  Carol  Crawford 
and  Ned  Randolph 

Conferences  -  Don  Avery 
Discipleship  -  Chris  Andrews 
Faith  and  Order  -  Ellen  Alston 
Financial  Administration  -  Nancy 
Carruth 

General  Administration  -  Lane  Winn 
Global  Ministries  -  Freddie 
Henderson 

Higher  Education  and  Ministry - 
Sarah  Kreutziger  and  Bob  Burgess 
Independent  Commissions  - 
Lueburda  Myers 

Judicial  Administration  -  Carolyn 
Dove 

Local  Church  -  Marie  Williams 
Please  be  in  prayer  for  our  Louisiana 
Conference  Delegates,  our  Bishops  as 
they  preside,  and  for  the  entire  General 
Conference  that  God’s  spirit  will  be 
acknowledged  in  all  that  is  done. 

Conference  due  June  2 

Committee  on  Petitions  in  time,  please 
send  by  U.  S.  Mail,  fax  or  email  at  such  a 
time  that  they  will  be  received  by 
Wednesday,  June  2,  2004.  Please  send 
them  to:  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin,  chairper¬ 
son,  Conference  Committee  on 
Petitions,  c/o  University  UMC,  3501 
Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605.  By 
fax  (337)  478-8106,  email 
tabasco_rev@yahoo.com. 

Also,  please  use  the  petition  form  that 
is  included  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Report,  which  can  be  downloaded  from 
the  conference  website,  www.la- 
umc.org.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  email  the  chairperson  or  call  him 
at  (337)  477-2003,  ext.  16. 


Note  important  differences 
for  2004  Annual  Conference 

As  you  prepare  for  Annual  Conference  2004,  please  note  these 
very  important  items  of  information. 

There  will  be  no  child  care  provided  at  the  Conference  session. 
The  past  few  years  have  shown  little  use  of  the  child  care  provided. 
This  has  made  the  cost  prohibitive  for  the  number  of  children  par¬ 
ticipating. 

All  attending  are  asked  to  bring  a  carrying  bag  for  conference 
materials.  If  needed,  there  will  be  bags  available  for  sale  by  the  host 
district. 

All  clergy  are  asked  to  wear  a  robe  and  stole  for  the  opening  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  Wednesday  morning.  Clergy  are  invited  to  wear  a 
robe  and  stole  (style  and  color)  of  their  choice. 

Lunch  and  dinner  options  will  be  made  available  at  the  conces¬ 
sion  stand  in  the  Convention  Center.  These  will  be  available  at  a 
cost  of  $5  each,  and  will  include  sandwiches,  salads  and  other  simi¬ 
lar  food  items.  Meal  tickets  of  retirees  and  surviving  spouses  will  be 
honored  at  the  concession  stand  as  well  as  on  the  University  of 
Louisiana,  Lafayette  campus. 

Many  lunch  and  dinner  meeting  tickets  can  be  purchased  early 
with  a  check  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Most  of 
the  special  meals  at  the  Convention  Center  may  be  reserved  and 
paid  for  by  sending  a  reservation  form  (see  “Annual  Conference 
Housing  &  Meal  Registration”  form  in  the  Pre-Conference  Report 
Book),  with  the  proper  amount  of  money  as  specified  to  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  5875  Canal  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70124. 
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of  Lafayette  and  the  Convention  Center 
stand  ready  to  welcome  us,”  said  Baker. 
“Even  though  a  new  place  can  be  unfa¬ 
miliar,  we  are  assured  that  God  is  there 
ahead  of  us.  God  proceeds  us  as  the 
Great  Host.” 

Annual  Conference  will  be  different 
this  year  in  many  ways,  due  to  the 
change  in  location.  All  meetings  and 
events  will  be  housed  within  the  center, 
eliminating  the  need  to  switch  from 
building  to  building.  Separate  areas 
within  the  Convention  Center  have  been 
designated  for  business  sessions  and 
worship.  The  two  sections  will  be  right 
next  to  each  other,  creating  a  convenient 
flow  of  traffic.  “The  Worship  Committee 
is  planning  a  consecration  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  area,  creating  a  sacred  place  for  the 
various  services.  The  imagery  of  the  tent 
from  Isaiah  54:2  will  be  prominent  with 
the  use  of  lots  of  cloth,  creating  an 
atmosphere  of  a  ‘gathering  place,”’  said 
Baker. 

He  also  said  that  special  emphasis 
will  be  given  to  creating  a  sacred,  prayer¬ 
ful  atmosphere,  especially  since  this 
year’s  ordination  service  will  be  held  in 
this  room  (not  at  an  off-site  church). 

This  service  is  scheduled  for  Friday 
evening  at  7  p.m. 

Another  special  service  will  be  the 
“Celebration  of  Districts,”  to  be  held 
Thursday  night  at  7  p.m.  “Through  this 
time  of  worship,  we  will  celebrate  the 


different  regions  and  cultures  represent¬ 
ed  by  our  Districts.  We  will  acknowledge 
that  District  boundaries  have  changed 
over  the  years,  adjusting  with  the  chang¬ 
ing  needs  of  the  Annual  Conference.  Dr. 
Moffat  will  focus  on  the  celebration  of 
the  past  and  the  excitement  of  new 
beginnings,”  added  Baker. 

Also  leading  the  annual  conference  in 
worship  will  be  Rev.  Andrew  Douglas, 
pastor  of  the  Asbury-St.  Matthew  UMC 
charge  in  New  Orleans,  who  will  speak 
during  the  traditional  Memorial  Service 
on  Wednesday.  Rev.  Sean  Anglim,  LSU 
Wesley  Foundation  and  University  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge,  will  lead  the  worship¬ 
pers  during  vespers  the  first  evening  of 
Annual  Conference. 

Other  highlights  for  the  2004  Annual 
Conference  include:  the  Passing  of  the 
Mantle,  celebrating  the  ministries  of 
retirees  and  their  spouses  along  with 
welcoming  those  to  be  commissioned, 
consecrated  and  ordained  for  ministry;  a 
celebration  on  Saturday  morning  of  the 
Bishops  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty;  the  election  and  organization  of 
Conference  boards,  commissions,  com¬ 
mittees  and  agencies  for  the  2004-2008 
quadrennium;  a  progress  report  from 
the  Task  Force  on  Clergy  Health 
Insurance;  and  a  report  from  the 
Commission  on  Archives  &  History  on 
the  historical  registry  of  churches  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 
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April  23, 


Clergy  Spouse  Annual  Luncheon  set  for  June  10 


The  Clergy  Spouse  Annual 
Luncheon  is  slated  for  Thursday,  June 
10  at  12:15  p.m.  in  the  Gospel  and 
Jazz  rooms  at  the  convention  center 
in  Lafayette. 

“Tea  Time:  Thee  and  Me”  is  the 
theme  for  this  year’s  event,  which  will 
be  a  time  for  relaxed  fellowship  and 


visiting. 

Reservations  may  be  obtained  by 
sending  a  check  for  $10  (made  out  to 
Ruston  District  Clergy  Spouse)  and 
mailed  to:  Ruston  District  Office,  901 
South  Vienna,  Ruston,  LA  71270. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Renee  Evans  at  (318)  251-2690. 


COSROW  luncheon  to  be  held  at  Northwood  UMC 


The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  ofWomen  is  hosting  its  annual 
luncheon  on  Thursday,  June  10  at  12:15 
p.m.  at  Northwood  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette. 

Featured  will  be  a  presentation  from 
the  Sexual  Misconduct  Response 
Team — who  they  are  and  how  the  team 
works.  Members  of  the  response  team 
will  make  the  presentation. 


To  reserve  your  seat  for  the  luncheon, 
send  a  check  for  $8  made  out  to  COS- 
ROW,  to: 

Betty  Tripp,  109  Arizona  St.,  Lafayette, 
LA  70501. 

For  additional  information,  contact 
Tripp  at  (337)  232-2026.  Those  wishing 
to  attend  are  encouraged  to  reserve  their 
seat  before  arriving  at  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 


Historical  Register  available  for  pre-order 


The  Historical  Register  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  presented 
at  Annual  Conference  2004.  A  limited 
number  of  printed  black  &  white  ver¬ 
sions  will  be  available.  Color  copies  will 
not  be  available  for  sale,  but  the  CD  ver¬ 
sion  contains  the  complete  book  (with 
color  photographs).  You  will  be  given 
permission  to  print  a  district  or  the 
entire  book  on  your  own  printer.  The 
book  (approximately  150  MB  in  size)  will 
be  available  online  in  June  for  free 
downloading  at  the  website. 

Pre-orders  will  be  taken  for  the  com¬ 
plete  Historical  Register  and  the  CD  ver¬ 


sion.  The  book  will  be  580  pages  soft- 
bound.  The  CD  version  will  contain  the 
complete  Register  in  web  format  and  in 
Word  document  format. 

You  may  enclose  payment  or  pay 
when  you  pick  up  your  copy  at  Annual 
Conference. 

Since  they  will  be  distributed  at 
Annual  Conference  and  not  mailed,  you 
may  want  to  allow  someone  else  (pastor, 
lay  delegate)  to  pick  up  your  copy  if  you 
cannot  be  there. 

The  deadline  for  all  Pre-Orders  is  May 
10,  2004.  The  form  at  left  may  be  used 
for  orders. 


Pre-Order  Form  for  The  Historical  Register  of  the  Louisiana  Conference: 


I  would  like  to  order  the  following: 

_ B/W  paper  copy  of  The  Historical  Register 

$50  ea. 

_ CD  version  of  The  Historical  Register 

$10  ea. 

Name: _ 

Phone  Number: _ _ _ Email: 

Address:  _ _ 


Check  One: 

(  )  I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  $ _ to  cover  the  cost  (made  out 

to  The  Louisiana  Conference). 

(  )  I  will  be  paying  for  the  item  when  I  pick  it  up  at  Annual 
Conference. 

If  you  cannot  be  at  Annual  Conference,  but  would  like  someone  to  pick  up 
your  copy,  please  print  their  name  here. 


Agenda  for  2004  Annual  Cor 


Agenda  for  2004  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  -  Subject  to  Change 

(Please  see  the  Pre-Conference  Report  for  Gatherings  outside  of  the  Business  and 

Worship  Schedules) 

The  Embrace  of  God:  Hospitality  that  is  Holy 
Unless  otherwise  noted  - 

Business  Sessions  will  be  held  in  Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center. 

Worship  Sessions  will  be  held  in  Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center. 


Wednesday,  June  9 


8:00  a. m.-  5:00  p.m.  Registration 

(Concession  Stand  in  Convention  Center  South  Lobby) 

Exhibit  Area/Cokesbury  Book  Store  (Convention  Center  Lobby) 
8:30  -  10:30  a.m.  Board  Meetings  (See  list  of  meetings  for  location  on  page  XIX 
of  the  Pre-Conference  Report.) 

11:00  a.m.  Memorial  Service 

Service  of  Holy  Communion,  Dr.  Andrew  Douglas,  Preaching 
Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 

1 2:30  p.m.  Lunch  (Luncheons  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Fais-dodo  (Celebration  in  breezeway  between  Convention 
Center  &  Cajundome;  hosted  by  the  Acadiana  District) 


2:00  p.m.  Opening  Session/Business  Session 

(Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 

Prayer 

Welcome 

Greetings  from  Dignitaries 
Roll  Call 

Rules  of  Order  for  Conference  Sessions 

Adoption  of  Agenda 

Introduction  of  Theme 

Report  of  the  Episcopacy  Committee 

2:30  -  3:1 5  p.m.  The  Episcopal  Address  -  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 


3:45  -  5:00  p.m.  Conferencing/Lay  and  Clergy 

Lay  Session  (Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 
Clergy  Session  (Mardi  Gras  Ballroom,  Cajundome) 

5:00  p.m.  Dinner  (Dinners  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 


6:45  p.m.  Gathering  Music 

7:00  -  8:30  p.m.  Prayer 

Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 
Greetings  from  UMCOR 
Introduction  of  New  Business 
Petitions  /  Resolutions 
CFA  Report  #1 

Report  of  the  Publishing  House 
Report  of  the  Nominations  Committee  #1 
Report  of  the  La.  UM  Foundation 
Report  of  the  Statistician 
Lilly  Grant  Progress  Report 

8:30  -  9:00  p.m.  Evening  Vespers  -  Rev.  Shawn  Anglim 

(Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 


Thursday,  June  10 


6:45  -  7:00  a.m. 


7:00  -  8:00  a.m. 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

8:15  a.m. 

8:30  a.m. 


9:15  a.m. 


Morning  Prayer 

(Breezeway  between  Convention  Center  and  the  Cajundome) 
Laity  Breakfast  (Festival  Ballroom,  Convention  Center) 
Registration  (continued) 

(Concession  Stand  in  Convention  Center  South  Lobby) 
Gathering  Music 

Bible  Study  Dr.  Jessica  Moffatt,  Senior  Pastor,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bixby,  Oklahoma 
(Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 

Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 
Address  to  the  Conference  by  the  Lay  Leader  -  Mayor  Ned 
Randolph 

Board  of  Laity  Report 


10:00  -  10:20  a.m.  Break 


Report 
Report 
Report 
Report 
-  Elect 


5:30  -  7:00  p.m. 

Dinner 

Awards 

7:15  p.m. 

Gatheri 

7:30  p.m. 

Worshi| 
Dr.  Jess 
Conv 

Friday,  June  1 1 

6:45  -  7:00  a.m. 

Mornin 
the  C 

7:00  -  8:00  a.m. 

Cursillc 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

8:15  a.m. 

8:30  a.m. 

9:15  a.m. 

Registr 

(Conce: 

10:30-11:00  a.m. 
1 1 :00  a.m. 


1 2:00  Noon  -  1 :30  p.m. 

1:30  p.m. 

1 :45  p.m. 


2:45 -3:15  p.m. 


3:15-4:30  p.m. 


4:30-5:30  p.m. 


5:00  -  7:00  p.m. 

7:00  p.m. 

7:15  p.m. 


Saturday,  June  12 

6:45  -  7:00  a.m. 


7:00  a.m. 


10:20  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


12:15-1:30  p.m. 
1:30  p.m. 

1:45 -3:15  p.m. 


3:15  p.m. 


Gathering  Music 

Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 

Progress  Report  of  the  Task  Force  on  Clergy  Health  Insurance 

Hurricane  Response  to  Lili  and  Isadore 

Report  on  Transformation  for  Ministry  in  the  Local  Church 

Lunch  (Luncheons  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Gathering  Music 
Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  from  the  Gen  Conf  Delegation 
Report  of  the  Conference  Ministry  Team 

-  Volunteers  in  Mission 

-  Cambodia  Initiative 

-  Covenant  Relationships 

-  United  Methodist  Men 

-  Religion  and  Race 

-  Reorganization  Proposal 
Report  of  the  Rules  Committee 
Break 


3:45  p.m. 


Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 


7:00  a.m. 


8:30  a.m. 

8:45  -  9:00  a.m. 


9:00 -11:30  a.m. 


11:30  a.m. 


ULL  housing  available  to  retirees  and  youtl 


Retirees,  surviving  spouses  and  youth 
delegates  are  eligible  for  housing  at  the 
University  of  Louisiana  in  Lafayette  during 
the  2004  Annual  Conference. 

Shuttles  from  the  school  dormitories  to 
the  Cajundome  will  be  available  several 
times  daily. 

Information  on  how  to  make  room  reser¬ 


vations  and  purchase  meal  tickets  is  posted 
on  the  Conference  website.  Additional 
information  on  “what  to  bring”  will  also  be 
provided  on  the  website. 

A  mailer  regarding  housing  and  meal 
tickets  has  been  sent  out  for  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  those  who  might  not  have  access  to 
the  Internet.  All  retirees,  surviving  spouses 
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rt  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 

rt  from  Strengthening  the  Black  Church 

rt  from  Com  on  Archives  &  History 

rt  of  the  Nominations  Committee  #2 

ction  of  Leadership  for  the  New  Quadrennium 

er 

ds  Banquet  (Festival  Ballroom,  Convention  Center) 
ering  Music 

hip  Service:  Celebration  of  Districts 

ssica  Moffatt,  Preaching,  Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A, 

nvention  Center) 


ling  Prayer  (Breezeway  between  Convention  Center  and 

;  Cajundome) 

llo  Breakfast  (Asbury  UMC) 

itration  (continued) 

:ession  Stand  in  Convention  Center  South  Lobby) 

Gathering  Music 
Bible  Study 

Dr.  Jessica  Moffatt  (Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 

Business  Session 
Prayer 

Committee  on  the  Journal 
Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 
Project  Reach:  Health  Care  for  Children 
Report  from  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
CFA  Report  #2 

Break 

Worship: 

Passing  of  the  Mantle,  Recognition  of  Retirees 
Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 

Lunch  (Luncheons  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Gathering  Music 
Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 

Break 

Business  Session 
Prayer 

Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Report  of  the  Conference  Center  Board 
Greetings  from  Seminary  Representatives  - 
Greetings  from  Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
Greetings  from  St.  Mark's  Community  Ctr 
Petitions 

Organization  of  New  Boards 

(See  listing  of  locations  on  page  XIX.) 

Dinner  (Dinners  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Gathering  Music 

Service  of  Ordination 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Preaching 

Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 

Immediately  following  the  Service: 

Reception  for  Ordinands  and  Retirees 

(South  Lobby,  Prefunction  Area,  Convention  Ctr.) 


Morning  Prayer 

(Breezeway  between  Convention  Center  and 
the  Cajundome) 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 
The  Most  Reverend  Michael  Jarrell,  Bishop 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  Diocese  of  Lafayette 
(Asbury  UMC) 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  - 
Organizational  Breakfast  (Asbury  UMC) 

Gathering  Music 
Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 
Recognition  of  Ecumenical  Leaders 

Special  Session:  Children  and  Poverty  - 
An  Ongoing  Initiative 

Business  Session 

Invitation  for  2005  Annual  Conference 

Report  of  the  Courtesies  Committee 

Fixing  of  the  Appointments 

Announcements 

Sending  Forth 

Departure 


h  during  Conference 

and  youth  delegates  wishing  to  download 
the  information,  they  can  do  so  by  visiting 
www.la-umc.org. 

All  other  persons  should  make  reserva¬ 
tions  at  one  of  the  area  hotels  from  the  rec¬ 
ommended  list  printed  in  this  issue  of  the 
paper.  If  you  have  not  done  so,  make  your 
reservations  today! 


Nominations  now  being  accepted  for  Sojourner  Truth  Award 


Nominations  for  the  Sojourner 
Truth  Award  given  annually  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  (COS- 
ROW)  are  now  being  accepted.  The 
award  is  presented  at  the 
Commission’s  annual  luncheon  held 
during  Annual  Conference  which  will 
be  on  Thursday,  June  10,  2004  at 
Northwood  UMC  in  Lafayette. 

The  Sojourner  Truth  Award  recog¬ 


nizes  a  woman  who  has  made  caring, 
Christian  contributions  to  her  church 
and  community  in  the  spirit  of 
Sojourner  Truth  who  broke  barriers  for 
many  in  the  area  of  human  rights. 
Nominations  will  be  rated  in  the  areas 
of  service  to  others,  being  a  peacemak¬ 
er,  and  making  changes  that  improve 
the  lives  of  others,  especially  where 
there  are  inequities  for  certain  groups. 

Letters  of  recommendation  should 


describe  the  nominee’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  contributions  that  make 
her  worthy  of  this  honor,  and  should 
include  the  nominee’s  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Nominations  should  be  mailed  to: 
Sojourner  Truth  Award,  cl o  Eva 
Baham,  1639  Eastwood  Drive,  Slidell, 
LA  70458  or  to  GOTOBUTTON  BM_1_ 
esbaham@i-55.com  no  later  than  April 
30,  2004. 


2004  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  MEETINGS  OF  BOARDS  /  COMMISSIONS 

COMMITTEES  /  TEAMS  /  COUNCILS 


NAME 

JUNE  9 

JUN 

4:30  -  5:00  p.m. 

E  11 

5:00  -  5:30  p.m. 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

Zydeco  Rm, 

Convention  Ctr 

Gospel  Rm, 
Convention  Ctr 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Vermilion  Rm, 
Cajundome,  9:00 

Vermilion  Rm, 
Cajundome 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

Acadia  Rm, 

Cajundome 

Acadia  Rm, 
Cajundome 

Board  of  Higher  Education  & 

Campus  Ministry 

Blues  Rm, 

Convention  Ctr 

Jazz  Rm, 

Convention  Ctr 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Evangeline  Rm, 
Cajundome 

7:00  a.m.,  Sat.  6/12 
Asbury 

Board  of  Pensions 

Suite  21, 

Cajundome,  9:30 

Suite  21, 

Cajundome 

Board  of  Trustees 

Iberia  Rm, 

Cajundome 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 
&  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Historical  Society 

Iberia  Rm, 

Cajundome 

Exh  Hall  A, 

Convention  Ctr 

Commission  on  Christian  Unity  & 
Interreligious  Concerns 

Cajun  Rm, 

Convention  Ctr, 

10:00 

Zydeco  Rm, 
Convention  Ctr 

Commision  on 

Equitable  Compensation 

St.Landry  Rm, 
Cajundome,  9:30 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 

Suite  22,  Cajundome 

Commission  on  the  Status  &  Role 
of  Women  (COSROW) 

St.  Landry  Rm, 
Cajundome 

Commiittee  on 

Administrative  Review 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Committee  on  Coudesies 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Commttee  on  Credentials 

South  Lobby, 
Convention  Ctr 

Committee  on  Episcopacy 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Committee  on  Investigation 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Committee  on  Investigation  for 

Diaconal  Ministry 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Committee  on  the  Journal 

Tower,  Conv.  Ctr, 

2nd  Floor 

Mission  Finance  Committee 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Committee  on  Petitions 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Committee  on  Rules 

Suite  22, 

Cajundome 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Joint  Committee  on  Disability 

Exh  Hall  B, 

Convention  Ctr 

Church  Extension  Team 

St.  Mary  Rm, 

Cajundome 

St.  Mary  Rm, 
Cajundome 

Council  on  Finance  & 

Administration 

St.  Martin  Rm, 

Cajundome 

St.  Martin  Rm, 
Cajundome 

Special  Ministries 

Gospel  Rm, 
Convention  Ctr 

W.  T.  Handy  Task  Force 

Immanuel  UMC,  7:00 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


6 


Louisiana  Conference NtJiftl 


April  23,2004 


Sign-up  to  perform  in  choir  to  sing 
at  Conference  re-districting  service 


A  combined  “Ya’ll  Come!”  choir  will 
lead  the  music  for  the  Thursday  night  re¬ 
districting  service  during  Annual 
Conference.  Everyone  who  wants  to  sing 
in  the  choir  will  have  a  chance  to  sign  up 
at  the  Pre-Conference  meetings  in  each 
district. 

Due  to  the  schedule  of  conference, 
the  choir  will  have  one  rehearsal: 
Thursday  afternoon  at  5:45  p.m.  in  the 
worship  area. 

The  choir  will  lead  a  pre-service  time 
of  gathering  as  the  congregation  sings 
favorite  hymns  compiled  by  the  Annual 
Conference  Worship  committee.  They 
will  also  sing  two  anthems  for  the  wor¬ 
ship  service:  “Praise  His  Holy  Name”  and 
“And  Can  It  Be.” 

Each  District  Superintendent  will 
gather  names  and  contact  information 
of  those  interested  in  singing  in  the 
choir  at  the  pre-conference  meetings 
and  forward  them  to  Lee  Cooke.  Mr. 
Cooke  is  the  Director  of  Worship  and 
Music  Ministries  at  Asbury  UMC  in 
Lafayette  and  will  direct  the  choir  and 
the  music  for  the  service.  He  will  distrib¬ 
ute  music  to  those  who  sign  up  with  the 
Superintendents. 

“The  conference  choir  will  really  add 
to  the  excitement  of  looking  to  a  new 
configuration  for  our  conference,”  Rev. 
Peter  Harrington,  one  of  the  planners  of 
the  service.  “We  should  have  a  great 
time  of  singing!” 


We  have  a  lot  of  gifted  musicians  in 
our  conference  and  they  will  be  leading 
the  singing  for  Annual  Conference  this 
year.  In  planning  for  worship  for 
Conference,  the  Worship  committee 
charged  a  committee  of  musicians  with 
the  responsibility  of  securing  leaders  for 
various  sessions. 

Louisiana  Methodists  leading  the 
singing  include  Marjorie  Blocker,  from 
Jefferson  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge;  John 
Perry,  from  Magnolia  UMC  in  GreenweU 
Springs,  Dr.  S.  Carver  Davenport  from 
Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans,  Dr. 
David  Shaler  from  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  the  Praise  Team  from 
Camphor  Memorial  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Lee  Cooke  will  coordinate  the  confer¬ 
ence  choir  that  will  sing  for  the  re-dis- 
tricting  service  Thursday  night. 

Each  leader  will  bring  additional 
musicians  from  their  churches  to  assist 
in  the  singing. 

Each  person  or  group  has  been  asked 
to  be  available  for  either  a  morning  or 
afternoon  to  lead  in  music  prior  to  the 
business  sessions.  The  committee’s  goal 
was  to  use  as  many  people  as  possible  to 
lead  and  provide  music  for  the  confer¬ 
ence. 

Members  of  the  Music  committee 
include  Rev.  Willie  Jackson,  Rita 
Chiasson,  Rev.  Beth  Love  Tu’uta,  Lee 
Cooke,  and  Rev.  Erica  Jenkins. 


First  UMC  in  Gonzales  to  host  weekend  mission 


First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gonzales  is  sponsoring  a  Weekend  of  the 
Cross,  from  May  27-29,  serving  homes  in 
the  Gonzales  area. 

Youth,  who  have  completed  grades  6- 
12,  will  participate  in  yard  work,  paint¬ 
ing  and  minor  repairs  to  homes  of  needy 
families  over  the  three  days. 

They  will  also  experience  dynamic 
Bible  study,  evening  worship  and  a 
Wayne  Kerr  concert.  The  registration  fee 


of  $55  per  person  covers  meals,  materi¬ 
als  and  the  cost  of  the  concert. 

To  register,  call  or  email  Veronica 
Pritchard  with  the  number  of  partici¬ 
pants  and  a  registration  packet  will  be 
sent  to  you.  One  adult  must  accompany 
every  five  youth.  The  deadline  to  register 
is  April  26. 

Veronica  may  be  reached  at  veroni- 
capritchard@hotmail.com  or(225)  647- 
4678. 


Publication  misstates  number  of  UM  missionaries 


A  story  in  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor  of  Tuesday,  March  16,  2004  sig¬ 
nificantly  misrepresented  the  number  of 
United  Methodist  missionaries  in  serv¬ 
ice  today. 

The  Church  actually  has  710  mission¬ 
aries  rather  than  the  93  cited  in  the  arti¬ 
cle  by  G.  Jeffrey  MacDonald,  identified 
as  a  Monitor  correspondent.  The 
Monitor  on  March  17  indicated  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  issue  a  correction. 

Entitled  “Mainstream  churches  take  a 
leap  of  faith  into  TV  advertising,”  the 
article  dealt  in  part  with  membership 
declines  in  selected  denominations.  It 
described  ways  television  is  being  used 
to  promote  interest  in  religion. 

Mr.  MacDonald  wrote:  “Methodists, 
known  for  heartfelt  discipleship  and 
care  for  the  needy,  can  barely  field  a 


team  of  missionaries,  whose  ranks  have 
thinned  from  2,000  before  1950  to  just 
93  in  2004.”  (The  name  “United 
Methodist”  appeared  earlier  in  the  text.) 

The  reporter  did  not  contact  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
missionary-sending  agency  of  the 
Church,  before  publishing  the  article. 

Missionary  statistics  are  issued  twice 
per  year,  at  meetings  of  the  board  of 
directors,  by  the  Mission  Personnel  Unit 
of  the  agency.  These  numbers  are  pub¬ 
licly  available,  and  missionary  statistics 
appear  in  the  biennial  reports  of  the 
board. 

The  current  statistics  indicate  710 
commissioned  missionaries  in  several 
categories.  This  does  not  include  non¬ 
commissioned  personnel  or  relief  work¬ 
ers. 


Exhibitors  may  set  up  displays  as  early  as  June  8 

The  Display  Area  for  Exhibitors  and  Those  who  have  arranged  with  the 

the  Cokesbury  Book  Store  will  be  set  up  Conference  Office  to  set  up  exhibits  may 
in  the  Cajundome  during  annual  confer-  do  so  as  early  as  Tuesday,  June  8  as  soon 
ence.  as  the  Cajundome  opens  its  doors. 


Annual  Conference  Accommodations  List 


Following  is  an  updated  accommodations  list 
for  2004  La.  Annual  Conference  June  9-1 2,  in 
Lafayette. 

1  -  Hilton  Hotel  -  [Host  Hotel] 

1521  N  Pinhook  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 
337-235-61 1 1 

L.  E.  Wilcox 

122  rooms  available 

$80  doubles/$85  king, 

$110  exec,  doubles,  $115  exec,  king,  $159-1 
bdr.  std.  Ste.,  $199-2  bdr.std.ste.,  $299-1  bdr. 
deluxe  ste.,  $399-2  bdr.  deluxe  ste.  +  tax 

2  -  Best  Western  Hotel  Acadiana 
1801  W  Pinhook  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
337-233-81 20  /  800-826  8366 
Tobi  Powell 

100  rooms  available 
$72  +  tax 

3  -  Comfort  Inn 

1421  SE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 
70501 

Cindy  Breaux 
337-232-9000 
80  rooms  available 
$67  +  tax 

4  -  Comfort  Suites 

2300  NE  Evangeline  Thruway 

Lafayette,  70501 

Jan  Huffman 

337-291-6008 

40  rooms  available 

$70  +  tax 

5  -  Courtyard  Marriott 
214  E  Kaliste  Saloom  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
Elizabeth  Knight 
337-232-5005 

20  rooms  available 
$79  +  tax 

6  -  Days  Inn 

1620  N  University  Ave. 

Lafayette,  LA  70506 
Lana  Thomas 
337-237-8880 
75  rooms  available 
$52  +  tax 

7  -  Hampton  Inn 
2144  Willow  St. 

[Willow  &  Ambassador  Caffery] 

Scott,  LA  70583 
Phyllis  Kreel 
337-236-6161 
50  rooms  available 
$71  +  tax 

8  -  Hampton  Inn  &  Suites 
Kaliste  Saloom  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 
Yolanda  Boutin 

337-266-5858  /  1  800  HAMPTON 
40  rooms  available 
$76  +  tax 

[OPENING  MARCH '04] 

9  -  Holiday  Inn  Holidome 

2032  NE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 
70501 

Donna  Bowen 

337-233-6815  /  1  800  465  4329 
150  rooms  available 
$79  +  tax 

10  -  Jameson  Inn 

2200  NE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 


70501 

337-291-2916 
50  rooms  available 
$79  +  tax 

1 1  -  LaQuinta  Inn  &  Suites 
1015W  Pinhook  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 
Susan  McDowell 
337-291-1088 

30  rooms  available 
$72.99  +  tax 

12  -  LaQuinta  Inn 

2100  Evangeline  Thruway 
Lafayette,  LA  70501 
Shirley  Smith 
337-233-5610 
40  rooms  available 
$52  +  tax 

13  -  Quality  Inn 

2216  NE  Evangeline  Thruway 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 

Neal  Patel 

337-234-0383 

75  rooms  available 

$65  +  tax 

14  -  Ramada  Executive  Plaza 
1 20  E  Kaliste  Saloom  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70508 

Ericka  Cooper 
337-235-0858 
48  rooms  available 
$52  +  tax 

15  -  Sleep  Inn 

21 40  W  Willow  St. 

[Willow  &  Ambassador  Caffery] 

Scott,  LA  70583 
Bobby  Dawson 
337-264-0408 
75  rooms  available 
$65  +  tax 

16  -Travel  Host  Inn 

3014  NE  Evangeline  Thruway  Lafayette,  LA 
70501 

John  Pomier 
337-233-2090 
Overflow  rooms  available 
$32.95  +  tax 

1 7  -Travelodge 

1 101  W  Pinhook  Rd. 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 
337-234-7404 
25  rooms  available 
$48  +  tax 

Newly  Opening  Properties  6/2004 
Contact  Information  Not  Available 

18  -  Drury  Inn 

1-10  Frontage  Rd.,  Lafayette 

19  -  Budget  Inn 
Ambassador  Caffery,  Lafayette 

20  -  Holiday  Inn  Express 
Ambassador  Caffery,  Lafayette 


Cajundome/Convention  Ctr  (337)  265-2100/ 
444  Cajun  Blvd.  From  East  or  WestTake  1-1 0  to 
exit  100  (Ambassador  Caffery).  Go  towards 
Bertrand  Dr.,  take  a  left  on  Congress. The 
Cajundome  and  Convention  Center  are  on  the 
right. 

From  North  or  South  Take  Hwy  167  (Johnson 
St.)  until  you  see  Cajundome  Blvd.  Take  a  left 
on  Cajundome  Blvd.  and  you  will  see  the 
Cajundome  and  Convention  Center  on  the 
right. 
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Louisiana  Conference  history  and  heritage  resources  and  information  increasingly  available  online 


Every  day,  there  are  more  and  more 
resources  available  online  on  the  history 
and  heritage  of  United  Methodism  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  There  is  informa¬ 
tion  on  general  United  Methodist  histo¬ 
ry,  as  well  as  specific  information  on 
local  churches  and  pastors. 

The  Historical  Register  online 
<www.historicalregister.org>,  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  issue,  contains  a  color 
photograph,  statistics,  a  brief  history,  a 
map  and  directions  for  every  church  in 
the  Conference.  Additional  historical 


information  on  local  churches 

will  be  posted  at  the  site  in  the  future. 
All  available  Memoirs  .  clergy  and 
clergy  spouse  obituaries  published  in 
each  year’s  Annual  Conference  Journal . 
are  now  available  online 
<www.iscuo.org/memoirsproject.htm>. 
In  less  than  two  years,  over  1400  mem¬ 
oirs  have  been  posted  online.  The  per¬ 
sons  mainly  responsible  for  converting 
the  printed  memoirs  into  computer  for¬ 
mat  are  Jimmie  and  Carol  Caraway, 
Brady  Foreman,  and  Bill  McCutcheon. 


Don  and  Peggy  Hall  and  Tom  and  Wilma 
Crosby  also  contributed.  The  memoirs 
were  converted  to  web  pages  by  the 
chair  of  the  Commission  on  Archives  & 
History  and  posted  at  our  Archives  & 
History  website. 

Photographs  will  be  added  beginning 
later  this  year. 

The  Commission  on  Archives  & 
History  is  working  with  the  Archives  at 
Centenary  to  get  past  issues  of  our 
Annual  Conference  Journals  posted 
online. 


The  first  step  will  be  the  posting  of 
the  clergy  appointments  for  the  1800s, 
due  to  be  completed  later  this  year. 

In  addition  to  these  major  projects, 
the  Archives  &  History  website 
<www.iscuo.org>  contains  dozens  of 
other  pages  on  United  Methodism  and 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

These  resources  should  help  us  to 
leam  more  about  our  denomination  and 
our  Conference  as  we  approach  the 
bicentennial  anniversary  of  United 
Methodism  in  Louisiana  in  2006. 


2004  CONFERENCE  MEETINGS  AND  MEALS 

Wednesday,  June  9 

12:30  p.m. 

Centenary  Alumni  Luncheon 

Blues  Room,  Convention  Ctr. 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  Luncheon 

Immanuel  UMC 

5:00  p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering 

with  Ministerial  Candidates 

Covenant  UMC 

Fellowship  of  Associate  Members/Local  Pastors/ 

Town  &  Country  Ministries  Dinner 

Asbury  UMC 

Thursday.  June  10 

7:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

Festival  Ballroom,  Convention  Ctr. 

Deacon  Breakfast 

Asbury  UMC 

12:15  p.m. 

United  Methodist  Men  Luncheon 

First  UMC 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church/ 

W.  T.  Handy  Luncheon 

Cajun  &  Blues  Rooms,  Convention  Ctr. 

COSROW 

Northwood  UMC 

Clergy  Spouses  Luncheon 

Gospel  &  Jazz  Rooms,  Convention  Ctr. 

Extension  Ministries 

Zydeco  Room,  Convention  Ctr. 

5:30  p.m. 

Awards  Banquet 

Festival  Ballroom,  Convention  Ctr. 

Friday,  June  1 1 

7:00  a.m. 

Cursillo  Breakfast 

Asbury  UMC 

12:15  p.m. 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

Asbury  UMC 

Order  of  St.  Luke  Luncheon 

Don’s  Seafood  Hut 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship  Dinner 

First  UMC 

5:30  p.m. 

Asbury  Alumni  Dinner 

Blues  &  Cajun  Rooms,  Convention  Ctr. 

Candler  Alumni  Dinner 

St.  Martin  Room,  Cajundome 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

Gospel  Room,  Convention  Ctr. 

Gammon  Alumni  Dinner 

Zydeco  Room,  Convention  Ctr. 

Garrett  Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  Dinner 

St.  Mary  Room,  Cajundome 

lliff  Alumni  Dinner 

St.  Landry  Room,  Cajundome 

Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

Jazz  Room,  Convention  Ctr. 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 

Iberia  Room,  Cajundome 

9:00  p.m. 

Reception  for  Ordinands  and  Retirees 

South  Lobby,  Convention  Ctr. 

(adjacent  to  Worship  area) 

Saturday,  June  12 

7:00  a.m. 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 

Asbury  UMC 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Asbury  UMC 

Organizational  Breakfast 

Tickets  for  a  number  of 
meals  may  be  purchased 
with  one  check  by  using 
the  2004  Conference  Meal 
Registration  form  found 
on  page  XXIV  in  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report. 

Ecumenical  breakfast 
to  be  held  at  Asbury 

The  Most  Reverend  Michael  Jarrell 
will  serve  as  keynote  speaker  at  the 
annual  Ecumenical  Prayer  Breakfast, 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  June  12  at  7  a.m. 
at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  101 
Live  Oak  Boulevard  (off  Johnston  Street) 
in  Lafayette. 

Jarrell  is  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 
Lafayette  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church. 

Tickets  are  $10  per  person.  Make 
checks  to  La.  Annual  Conference  and 
mail  to  Rev.  Joe  Hoover,  P  O.  Box  680, 
Bunkie,  LA  71322  or  jahoover 
@bayou.com. 


Help  fight  hunger 

The  General  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Men  and  the 
Society  of  St.  Andrew  are  calling 
all  General  Conference  delegates 
to  join  with  them  in  demonstrat¬ 
ing  the  power  of  United 
Methodist  compassion  by  provid¬ 
ing  relief  to  the  poor  of 
Pittsburgh. 

All  delegates  who  are  able  are 
asked  to  fast  one  meal  during  the 
first  week  of  General  Conference 
and  contribute  what  would  have 
been  the  cost  of  that  meal  (a  sug¬ 
gested  amount  is  $10)  to  the 
Society  of  St.  Andrew  for  relief  of 
the  poor  in  Pittsburgh. 

The  Society  and  the  GCUMM 
have  partnered  for  the  past  five 
years  in  creating  the  Hunger 
Relief  Advocate  network.  This 
ministry,  begun  with  seed  funding 
from  UMCOR,  now  has  advocates 
in  20  conferences.  The  network 
has  delivered  over  5  million 
pounds  of  food  to  the  poor  of  our 
country. 

For  more  information  about 
the  project,  visit  www.end- 
hunger.org. 
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Blanket  drive  part  of  ongoing  effort  to  help  children 


BY  JOANNE  WHITE 

CHAIR,  BISHOPS  INITITIATIVE  ON  CHILDREN 
AND  POVERTY,  SEQ  CHAPTER 

Our  Council  of  Bishops  has  shown  its 
resolve,  vision,  and  commitment  for 
children  and  the  impoverished  by 
extending  its  eight -year  Initiative  on 
Children  and  Poverty  another  quadren- 
nium. 

The  Bishops  declared  all  aspects  of 
the  life  of  the  church  need  to  come 
under  review.  They  feel  we  must  exam¬ 
ine  everything  in  the  light  of  Christ’s  new 
community. 

They  are  convinced  that  the  reshap¬ 
ing  of  the  church  and  the  proclamation 
of  the  gospel  cannot  take  place  apart 
from  a  newly  developed  sense  of  com¬ 
munity  with  the  impoverished  and  the 
most  vulnerable. 

Our  inspired  Bishops  have  chal¬ 
lenged  us  in  every  way  they  can  to  follow 
“our  basic  theological  grounding,  its 
Wesleyan  heritage,  and  its  mission.”  Our 
Louisiana  Conference  is  in  a  crucial  spot 
for  responding  to  this  initiative. 

The  state  of  Louisiana  consistently 
ranks  at  the  bottom  of  response  to  the 
needs  of  children  in  our  care.  While  sig¬ 
nificant  ministry  has  been  done  in  the 
past  eight  years  by  our  Church,  there  is 
still  an  overwhelming  amount  of  work  to 
be  done.  We  must  confess  that  this  ini¬ 
tiative  has  not  been  a  “priority”  for  most 
of  our  local  congregations  or  Conference 
ministry. 

As  the  second  quadrennium  of  the 
Task  Force  on  Children  and  Poverty 
draws  to  an  end,  we  appeal  to  each  and 
every  United  Methodist  to  demonstrate 
their  dedication  to  the  most  vulnerable 
among  us  by  bringing  or  sending  at  least 
one  baby  blanket  to  our  Annual 
Conference  2004. 

These  blankets  may  be  new  or  “gently 
used.”  Blankets  may  be  newborn  or  tod¬ 
dler  sized.  Materia]  42”  -  45”  wide  and 
1-1/4  feet  long  is  the  best  size  to  use  for 
someone  desiring  to  make  homemade 
blankets.  Flannel  is  the  most  common 
material  for  such  blankets,  but  any  and 
all  types  of  material  will  allow  volunteer 
seamstresses  to  make  blankets  for  this 
purpose. 

Since  all  our  previous  efforts  for 
donations  were  given  to  world  missions 


(tennis  shoes,  blue  jeans,  etc.),  this  effort 
is  focused  on  babies  in  poverty  in 
Louisiana.  Louisiana  consistently 
remains  in  the  very  bottom  tier  of  states 
for  the  overall  well-being  of  our  children. 
These  blankets  are  needed  in  many  hos¬ 
pitals,  child-care  agencies,  impoverished 
households,  foster  homes,  and  school 
nurseries  -  just  to  name  a  few.  Should  we 
exceed  our  goal  of  10,000  blankets,  chil¬ 
dren  in  war-torn  Haiti  will  be  first  on  our 
priority  list  to  receive  surplus  blankets. 

From  our  first  special  session  dedi¬ 
cated  to  this  Initiative,  through  our 
Conferences  on  Economic  Poverty,  Rural 
Poverty,  and  common  issues  of  all  chil¬ 
dren,  your  Task  Force  has  tried  to  inspire 
and  motivate  local  churches  to  create 
more  and  enhanced  ministries  of  out¬ 
reach  to  children  and  the  poor. 

We  are  encouraged  greatly  by  the 
churches  which  have  creatively  found 
ministries  including  those  who  previ¬ 
ously  were  not  being  touched  by  Christ’s 
churches. 

We  are  saddened  by  our  failure  to 
help  more  of  our  churches  find  the 
unique  joys  and  spiritual  power  derived 
from  any  effort  to  include  those  who 
need  "a  place  at  the  table  of  Christ,  and 
in  God’s  tent.” 

Local  churches  are  asked  to  encour¬ 
age  members  to  participate  by  placing 
receptacles  for  blankets  in  appropriate 
locations  in  the  churches. 

Churches  are  also  asked  to  regularly 
announce  and  motivate  our  members  of 
all  ages  to  participate  in  “covering  our 
babies  in  love.” 

The  District  Missioners,  if  contacted, 
will  arrange  to  store  the  blankets  and  be  a 
part  of  the  conference-wide  effort  to 
deliver  all  donations,  not  otherwise  being 
taken,  to  the  dedication  ceremony  at 
Annual  Conference  on  Saturday,  lune  12. 

Please  pray  that  our  people  will  have 
a  renewed  sense  of  responsibility  to 
invite  all  those  we  can  touch  to  be  part  ■ 
of  our  communities  of  faith. 

As  our  Bishops  have  written,  “What  is 
needed  is  a  renewed  vision  of  God’s 
reign  of  justice,  generosity,  and  joy  for  all 
people.  Being  empowered  by  that  vision 
is  the  challenge  and  opportunity  before 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
world.” 


UMM  to  sponsor  retreat  May  7-8  in  Woodworth 


A  Men’s  Retreat  has  been  slated  for 
May  7-8  at  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

Burl  Cain  will  be  the  keynote  speaker 
for  this  Conference-wide  event. 

Workshops  for  the  Men’s  Retreat 
include: 

Forming  a  Disaster  Response  Team, 
Trusting  God  with  Managing  Your 
Persona]  Finances,  Prison  Ministries, 


The  Power  of  Prayer,  The  Genealogy  of 
Jesus:  You  Thought  Your  Family  was 
Dysfunctional!,  Evangelism  as  a  Local 
Ministry,  and  Sager  Brown  Ministry. 

All  men  and  pastors  are  encouraged 
to  participate  in  this  event. 

For  additional  information  on  the 
retreat,  please  contact  Billy  Bridges  at 
(225)  291-1 646  or  visit  the  Web  at 


\AT\\T\\T 


News  from  the  Districts... 


1 04  years  young  . . .  and  still  going  strong!  Audrey  Ellett,  an  active  member  of 
Mooringsport  United  Methodist  Church,  celebrated  her  104th  birthday  on  Feb. 

22  during  a  Sunday  morning  worship  service  at  the  church.  Paul  Lowe,  Ellett's 
grandson,  delivered  the  message,  which  described  his  grandmother  as  a  "great 
encourager  with  a  genuine  love  for  everyone  and  everything  around  her."The 
following  Saturday,  the  "birthday  girl"  hosted  an  open  house  for  over  1 04  friends 
and  family  who  came  to  offer  birthday  greetings.  Ellett  has  been  a  member  of 
Mooringsport  UMC  for  81  years. 


Warm  Hugs 


Homemade  Cookies 


Christmas  Traditions 


Picnics 


Scraped  Knees  Vegetable  Gardens 

Piano  Lessons  Bedtime  Prayers 


Quiet  Tal 
Birthday  Cake 
Little  League 
Dried  Tears 


Kittens  Back  to  School  Lunch  Boxes  Dance  Classes 


Swingsets  Hot  Chocolate  Lemonade  Stands 

Allowances  Easter  Dresses  Fairy  Tales  Bag  Lunches 
Popcorn  Balls  Lullabies  Homework  Beautiful  Eves 
Fresh  Flowers  Puppies  Playing  Kooi-Aid 

Homemade  Ornaments  Hair  Ribbons  m  Sunday  School 
School  Mornings  Christmas  Stockings  Breakfast 

Birthday  Surprises  Summer  Vacations  Dinner  Time 
Laughing  Peanut  Butter  &  Jelly  Corsages 

There  Is  no  Substitute  for  a  Good 


Lemonade  Stands 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

Ruston,  Louisiana 

Mother’s  Day  Offering 


Employment  Opportunities 
at  University  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Director  of  Youth  Ministries  (full  time) 

Director  of  Chapel  (Youth)  Choir  (part  time) 

Church  Secretary  (full  time) 

Resume  and/or  letter  of  interest  should  be  sent  to  Rev.  Ken  Irby 
3350  Dalrymple  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Email:  ken@universitymethodist.org  Fax  (225)  344-0530 


Important  Dates! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 
Pray  for  These  Gatherings! 

General  Conference 
April  27-May  7 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. 

La.  Annual  Conference 
“The  Embrace  of  God  - 
Hospitality  That  Is  Holy” 

June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 


Mother's  Day  Offering  /8 


Handbell  Choir  /5 
District  news  /5 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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General  Conference  delegates  urged  to  consider  future  on  budget 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodists  must  consider  the  future 
instead  of  clinging  to  the  past  when  they 
decide  on  the  denomination’s  budget  for 
the  next  four  years. 

That’s  the  advice  of  the  church’s  top 
financial  officer  to  delegates  of  the 


United  Methodist  General  Conference, 
meeting  April  27-May  7. 

In  her  April  29  report,  Sandra  Kelley 
Lackore,  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
held  up  an  offering  plate  to  remind  her¬ 
self  and  conference  participants  that 


their  decisions  are  “not  just  about  dol¬ 
lars”  but  about  gifts  to  God — given  by 
people  in  the  pews. 

She  acknowledged  that  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  financial  foundation  is  in  "need 

See  Budget,  page  7 


Rolling  Out  Relief 


Americorps  members  Jen  Sherburne  and  Daniel  Hurley, 
above,  roll  out  roofing  material  recently  on  a  Lafayette 
home  damaged  during  Hurricane  Lily  in  2002. 

Americorps  partnered  with  La.  Conference  Disaster 
Recovery  and  volunteers  from  Wesley  Foundations  from 
across  the  state  to  make  the  much  needed  repairs. 
Construction  Coordinator  Rick  Gassman  measures  for  a 
cut  as  Office  Manager  Latrelle  Boudreaux  assists,  right. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 

Disaster  relief  effort  brings 
aid  to  some  300  families 

BY  SARAH  SCH0EFFLER 

I  always  marvel  at  just  what  United  Methodists  can 
accomplish  for  the  Kingdom  of  God  as  they  rise  up 
together  in  the  Body  of  Christ. 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  through  the  collabo¬ 
rative  efforts  of  UMCOR  and  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
has  been  in  the  midst  of  recovery  efforts  in  response  to 
Hurricane  Lili  since  October  3,  2002  when  Lili  crashed 
into  the  coastal  communities  of  Louisiana.  Her  power¬ 
ful  winds  ripped  up  hundreds  of  our  mighty  oak  trees 
See  Disaster  Relief,  page  4 
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United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Director  Paul  Dirdak  will  speak  to  the 
2004  Annual  conference  on  Wednesday  evening,  June  9.  In  this  file  photo, 
Dirdak  kneels  next  to  steel  plate  wheels  used  on  an  agri-flail  machine  during 
demining  operations  in  Mozambique.  Photo  by  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
http://www.umcor.org  ©  2001. 


Church  choir  to  tour  of  Portugal,  Spain,  France 


Foundation  reports  strong  growth  for  2003 


Nearly  40  laity  and  clergy  attended 
die  annual  meeting  of  The  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  on 
April  22  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth. 

Judge  Rosemary  Pillow  was  recog¬ 
nized  for  the  completion  of  her  term 
service  as  the  first  woman  chair  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the  Foundation. 
Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  senior  pastor  for  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monroe, 
replaces  Pillow  as  the  first  clergy  chair  of 
the  board.  Frank  McArthur,  a  member 
of  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  was 
elected  vice-chair. 

The  meeting  featured  a  report  from 
Dr.  Michael  Reeves,  president  and  CEO 
of  the  Foundation,  centering  on  the 
release  of  the  2003  Annual  Report. 

Dan  Junkin  of  Asset  Services,  who 
provides  counsel  to  the  Foundation  in 
matters  of  investments  and  asset  alloca¬ 
tions,  also  spoke. 

Reeves  reported  that  through  the 
leadership  of  the  Investment 
Committee,  the  Foundation  experienced 


the  greatest  growth  in  2003  of  any 
United  Methodist  Foundation  with 
assets  of  over  $60,000,000.  In  2003,  the 
Balanced  Fund  increased  21  percent  and 
the  Equity  Fund  increased  28  percent. 
These  returns,  along  with  some  new 
gifts,  produced  a  net  increase  of 
$11,143,262  to  a  balance  of  $80,956,388 
in  2003  for  “assets  under  management.” 

The  Investment  Committee  is  chaired 
by  Joan  Warren  from  Ruston  and  co¬ 
chaired  by  Byrum  Teekell  from 
Shreveport. 

Also  announced  is  the  Executive 
Committee’s  approval  of  a  new  service  to 
be  provided  by  the  Foundation. 
Beginning  June  1,  the  Foundation  will 
offer  contracted  services  for  designing 
and  directing  capital  campaigns  for 
churches  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  This  new  service  will  allow 
churches  to  contract  with  the 
Foundation  at  a  reduced  fee  for  their 
building  campaigns.  The  Foundation 
will  still  assist  churches  in  choosing  out¬ 
side  counsel  and  advice,  when  desired. 


Members  of  the  Chancel  Choir  of 
First  UMC,  Shreveport  will  lead  an  adult 
choir  group  on  a  tour  to  Portugal,  Spain, 
and  France  July  13-27,  directed  by  Dr. 
Will  Andress.  The  group  will  travel  to 
Lisbon,  Portugal  and  enjoy  the  sites 
there  for  three  days.  Next  is  Madrid  and 
while  there  the  choir  will  sing  in  Sunday 
morning  worsliip. 

On  the  way  to  Barcelona  the  tour  will 
experience  one  night  in  the  seacoast 
town  of  Benicarlo,  Spain  with  the  hotel 
overlooking  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 


Following  two  nights  in  Barcelona  it’s  on 
to  Arles  in  southern  France.  The  final 
three  nights  will  be  spent  in  Paris  where 
the  choir  will  again  sing  in  morning  wor¬ 
ship. 

Travelers  are  joining  the  group  from 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Rochester, 
Minn.,  Charleston,  S.C.,  Houston,  Tex., 
and  Atlanta,  Ga.  The  trip  is  open  to  any 
interested  persons,  singers  or  non¬ 
singers.  For  further  information  phone 
the  music  office  of  First  UMC, 
Shreveport  at  (318)  429-6887. 


Positions  Available 

Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge  will  have  three  staff  posi¬ 
tions  open,  beginning  July  1 , 2004. The  positions  are: 

Youth  Director 

Children  and  Youth  Music  Coordinator 
Receptionist 

Those  interested  in  the  positions  are  invited  to  contact  Rev.  Doug  Baker,  senior 
pastor,  with  questions  or  pick  up  job  descriptions  at  the  church  office  (10328 
Jefferson  Highway).  Applications  are  now  being  received  until  May  12. 
Interviews  will  begin  on  Monday,  May  1 7.  For  more  information,  call  (225)  293- 
4440,  fax  (225)  293-6821  or  email  staff@jeffersononline.org. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name - - - - - - - 

Address - - - - — 

Telephone _ 

Church - - - 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


2004  Clergy  Women's 

The  2004  Clergy  Women’s  Retreat 
will  be  held  May  11-12  at  the 
Louisiana  Cenference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  If  you  have  not  regis¬ 
tered  please  hurry! 

Rev.  Dr.  Chestina  Mitchell 
Archibald  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  will 
serve  as  guest  spiritual  leader  for  the 
event. 

Registration  begins  at  1 1  a.m.  on 
May  11.  If  ordering  "meals  only”  the 
cost  is  $10  for  dinner,  $5  for  breakfast, 
$7  for  bag  lunch,  and  an  added  facili- 


Retreat  drawing  near 

ty  fee  of  $6.  For  those  staying 
overnight,  the  total  cost  for  meals 
and  lodging  is  $72  for  a  single  room, 
$58  for  a  double  and  $55  for  a  triple. 

Make  checks  payable  to  “New 
Orleans  District”  writing  “CWSR2004” 
in  the  memo  section.  Provide  your 
name,  address,  phone  numbers  and 
email  and  send  along  with  check  to: 
Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell,  CWSR  2004 
c/o  Peoples  United  Methodist 
Community  Center,  2023  Simon 
Bolivar  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  701 13. 


Correction 

A  mistake  was  made  in  the  article  that  ran  in  the  April  23  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 
regarding  the  blanket  drive  for  the  Bishop's  Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty. 

In  the  seventh  paragraph  of  the  article,  it  reads,  "Material  42"-45"  wide  and  1-1/4 
feet  long  is  the  best  size  to  use  for  someone  desiring  to  make  homemade  blan¬ 
kets."  The  word  "feet"  should  actually  be  "yards." 


Louisiana  Conference 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Don  Cottrill 
Betty  Backstrom 
Joshua  Lewis 


Resident  Bishop 

Provost 

Editor 

Contributing  Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $  1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Louisiana  United  Methodist  leaders  turned  out  at  the  State  Capital  recently  to 
support  the  2004  Stand  Up  for  Children  rally.  Above,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson 
talks  with  Joyce  Robinson.  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero,  Provost  Don  Cottrill,  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent  Gerald  Richardson  and  Rev.  Bob  Burgess  stand  in  the 
background.  Middle:  State  Senator  Willie  Mount  shares  a  laugh  with  Beth 
Courtney  of  Louisiana  Public  Broadcasting.  Both  women  are  United  Methodists. 
Top:  Rally  organizers  display  a  banner  with  the  gathering's  theme. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Senegal  missionary  to  speak  at  W.T.  Handy  lunch 


United  Methodist  missionary  Karen 
Ujereh  of  the  Senegal  Initiative  in  Africa 
will  speak  at  The  W.T.Handy  Luncheon, 
to  be  held  Thursday,  June  10  at  12  p.m. 
during  the  2004  Annual  Conference  in 
Lafayette. 

Ujereh,  along  with  her  husband, 
Sebastine,  has  been  instrumental  in 
starting  churches  in  a  country  which  is 
currently  98  percent  of  the  Muslim  faith. 

The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $7.54  if 


ordered  through  the  Conference  Meal 
List  (found  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Report).  Also,  tickets  may  be  purchased 
for  $8  at  Pre-Conference  Sessions  on 
May  16  and  May  17. 

If  you  have  questions,  please  call 
Alonzo  Campbell  at  the  La.  Conference 
Office  of  Special  Ministries  at  Roberts 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham 
Springs  at  (225)  664-7979,  or  e-mail  him 
at  alonzojcampbell@yahoo.com. 


Mt.  Sequoyah  recently  held  its  annual  board  meeting  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.  In 
attendance  were  Ron  Sarver,  president  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  United 
Methodist  Men;  Nancy  M.  Carruth,  completing  her  twelfth  year  of  membership 
on  the  board;  and  Larry  Norman,  Louisiana  Conference  representative  and 
director  of  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission. 


Volunteer  finds  purpose  in  service 


BY  JOHN  GORDON 

(UMNS)-  Susan  Dungan  set  out  to 
help  others  when  she  joined  members 
of  her  church  on  a  medical  mission  to 
Mexico. 

After  visiting  some  of  the  most- 
impoverished  areas  in  the  country,  she 
found  out  that  being  in  mission  means 
receiving  as  well  as  giving. 

“We  come  with  the  presumption  that 
we’re  coming  to  help  these  people,” 
Dungan  said.  “And  we  leave  with  the 
overall  and  overwhelming  confirmation 
that  we  were  helped  by  them  in  learning 
how  big  love  is.” 

The  registered  nurse  from  Shreveport 
spent  her  spring  break  far  from  Mexico’s 
resort  areas.  She  and  a  team  from  North 
Highlands  United  Methodist  Church 
drove  700  miles  to  Carboneras,  a  tiny 
fishing  village  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
There  they  treated  more  than  200 
patients  in  two  days. 

Carboneras  has  no  doctors’  offices  or 
clinics.  Most  of  the  villagers  live  in 
shacks  on  dirt  roads  and  cannot  afford 
medical  treatment.  Chickens  and  pigs 
roam  the  dusty  streets.  Boats  line  the 
beach  as  fishermen  prepare  their  nets. 

But  townspeople  who  line  up  at  the 
clinic  are  smiling. 

“I  see  a  very  content  people  -  very 
happy,  very  satisfied  with  life,”  she  said. 
“But  the  need  that  I  see  is  great  for  med¬ 
ical  care.” 

Children  began  following  the  church’s 
van  as  soon  as  it  arrived  in  the  town. 


The  10-member  mission  team  also 
included  two  doctors,  a  pharmacist,  a 
retired  nursing  instructor  and  a  para¬ 
medic. 

While  the  team  unloaded  equipment 
and  drugs,  entire  families  began  lining 
up  at  the  makeshift  clinic,  set  up  in  a 
church  built  by  members  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  (regional) 

Conference’s  Volunteers  in  Mission  pro¬ 
gram. 

“I  thought,  ‘This  is  exactly  where  we 
needed  to  be,’”  Dungan  said. 

The  team  treated  illnesses  ranging 
from  runny  noses  to  foot  infections.  The 
clinic  has  its  own  pharmacy,  with  drugs 
and  vitamins  donated  by  a  U.S.  pharma¬ 
ceutical  company  and  brought  across 
the  border  with  the  help  of  the  Red 
Cross. 

But  more  than  drugs  are  needed  to 
deal  with  common  medical  problems  in 
Mexico.  Many  residents  cannot  afford 
socks,  so  the  team  brought  500  pairs  to 
give  away  to  reduce  foot  infections. 

“I  feel  more  needed  and  wanted  here 
than  1  have  in  a  long,  long  time,”  said 
Pam  Waguespack,  on  her  first  mission 
trip.  Waguespack  is  a  postal  worker  and 
member  of  St.  Charles  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Destrehan,  La. 

“These  people  are  just  so  warm  and 
open  and  honest  and  genuine,”  she  said. 
"And  1  wish  everybody  could  meet  them 
and  know  what  that’s  like.” 

See  Volunteer,  page  6 
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Disaster  Relief,  from  page 1 


and  devastated  the  landscape,  infra¬ 
structure  and  homes  across  a  large 
stretch  of  south  Louisiana. 

Many  agencies  and  volunteers  came 
into  the  area  for  immediate  response. 
Bishop  Hutchinson  and  Rev.  Sue  Pugh, 
Conference  Disaster  Coordinator,  made 
assessments  of  the  damage  and  imme¬ 
diately  called  upon  UMCOR  to  come  to 
our  aid.  A  Disaster  Response  Task  Force 
was  formed  and  headed  up  by  Dr.  Don 
Cottrill.  The  Conference  Disaster 
Response  Office  was  set  up  in  January  of 
2003  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lafayette,  with  myself  as  director. 

During  the  past  year  and  four 
months,  much  has  taken  place  in  the 
name  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Remembering  the  families 
we  have  worked  with,  we  have  met  and 
served  elderly  people  on  a  fixed  income, 
single  parents  and  the  low  income  fami¬ 
lies  that  are  greatly  effected  by  disaster. 

It  is  only  through  the  compassion  of  the 
Church  that  many  are  healed  and 
brought  to  recovery. 

Our  first  efforts  at  locating  those  who 
needed  our  help  were  to  conduct  com¬ 
munity  door  to  door  “blitzes”  through¬ 
out  the  Abbeville  area.  Many  members 
of  the  annual  conference  volunteered  to 
help  in  this  sidewalk  response. 

Throughout  the  recovery  efforts,  the 
Conference  Disaster  Response  Office 
worked  collaboratively  with  all  groups 
seeking  to  meet  the  needs  of  so  many 
Louisianians.  Funds  and  materials  were 
brought  to  a  common  table,  casework 
was  shared  in  order  to  help  families 
return  to  their  normal  daily  lives.  As 
horrible  as  disaster  is,  it  is  a  time  when 
all  prejudices  are  dropped  away  and 
humanity  shows  its  best  in  concern  for 
others. 

All  delegates  to  the  2003  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  were  asked  to  bring 
tools  for  the  Conference  Disaster  Trailer. 
This  effort  raised  $12,532.98!  All  togeth¬ 
er,  a  total  of  $16,233.01  has  been  spent 
to  outfit  the  Conference  Disaster 
Response  Trailer.  We  have  used  these 
tools  throughout  our  efforts,  and  will 
have  a  well-equipped  trailer  for  our 
Disaster  Teams  throughout  our 
Conference  to  use  in  the  future. 

Volunteers  answering  the  call  to  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  name  of  Christ  have  come 
from  all  areas  of  our  nation.  Elizabeth 
Bodin,  volunteer  coordinator,  has 
recruited  1 ,025  volunteers  who  have 
worked  a  total  of  41,406  hours  to  equal 
an  in-kind  donation  of  $828,120  in  the 
Acadiana  Area. 

In  addition  to  giving  their  time,  these 
wonderful  volunteers  provided  mone¬ 
tary  donations  totaling  $40,260  for  the 
Lafayette  and  Dulac  offices.  Elizabeth 
has  arranged  housing,  tours,  food,  devo¬ 
tions,  hospital  care  and  has  been  avail¬ 
able  to  these  wonderful  volunteers  at  all 
times.  In  the  same  way,  Alice  and  Rock 
Rothrock  have  accommodated  the  vol¬ 
unteers  who  served  the  community  of 
Dulac. 

LaTrelle  Boudreaux.,  office  manager, 
has  capably  kept  our  records  and 
finances  in  order  throughout  this 
process. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
brought  hope  and  touched  the  lives  of 


304  families  devastated  by  this  storm, 
stretching  from  Houma  /Dulac  to  the 
Lafayette  Acadiana  Area.  Approximately 
$550,000  in  funding  has  been  provided 
by  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
through  UMCOR,  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  various  volunteers  for 
the  program  and  administration 
response  for  families  harmed  by 
Hurricane  Lili. 

Rick  Gassman,  long-term  missionary 
with  UMCOR,  has  served  as  construc¬ 
tion  foreman,  helping  lead  volunteer 
teams  to  replace  roofs,  rebuild  floors, 
hang  sheet  rock,  put  up  ceiling  tile  and 
wipe  away  the  stains  of  disaster  with  a 
fresh  coat  of  paint. 

The  use  of  case  workers,  initiated  by 
UMCOR,  was  a  new  approach  in  our 
response  to  disaster.  Heading  up  this 
area  were  Rebecca  Rutherford,  Elbert 
Dawson,  Deborah  Vining,  Jenni 
Lasseigne  and  Cathy  Martin.  In  some 
instances,  with  the  help  of  the  casework¬ 
ers,  our  volunteer  efforts  went  beyond 
repairing  roofs.  Families  were  given 
help  to  qualify  for  low  interest  loans  and 
rural  development  grants;  meet  the  cri¬ 
teria  for  low  cost  prescription  drugs; 
access  SLEMCO  grants  for  wheelchair 
ramps  and  hearing  aids;  and  request 
eyeglasses  from  the  Lions  Club. 

One  of  our  remarkable  accomplish¬ 
ments  was  finding  an  older  lady  in  a 
wheelchair,  with  no  ramp  to  leave  her 
home  by.  She  was  legally  blind,  a  sur¬ 
vivor  of  breast  cancer  and  a  sufferer  of 
rheumatoid  arthritis.  I  found  Ms.  Verrett 
with  mop  in  hand  trying  to  get  the  water 
up  from  her  bedroom  floor  as  the  rains 
continued  to  pour  in  from  her  badly 
damaged  roof.  We  got  her  roof  fixed 
immediately,  and  with  money  from  the 
Catholic  Diocese,  funded  a  Boy  Scout 
Eagle  Project  to  construct  a  wheelchair 
ramp. 

United  Methodist  volunteers  arrived 
to  pull  out  water-soaked  insulation, 
replace  sheetrock,  paint  and  make  the 
way  for  Ms.  Verrett’s  return  home. 

She  had  been  recovering  from 
cataract  surgery,  donated  by  a  local  oph¬ 
thalmologist  and  surgical  center.  She  is 
now  at  home,  cooking  on  a  stove  donat¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and 
his  Cabinet. 

Ms.  Verrett,  who  could  not  get  out  of 
her  house,  can  now  sit  outside  in  the 
sunshine.  Ms.  Verrett,  who  could  not  see, 
can  now  see  . . .  and  thanks  you,  the 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  for  caring  and  being  there  to 
meet  her  needs. 

Hurricane  Lili  brought  devastation  to 
the  most  vulnerable  in  our  community. 
As  Christians,  we  are  mindful  of  our 
Savior’s  call  to  serve  “the  least  of  these,” 
pick  up  our  cross,  and  follow  Him. 

In  doing  so  we  learn  to  love  our  Lord 
with  all  our  heart,  mind,  soul  and 
strength.  And  in  carrying  out  this  com¬ 
mission  we  become  a  reflection  of  Christ 
to  others. 

One  volunteer  from  California,  who 
came  to  care  for  the  needs  of  his  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Louisiana,  captured  the 
spirit  of  this  message  of  Christ  as  he 
hauled  a  bundle  of  shingles  up  the  lad¬ 
der  on  his  back.. .love  others  as  yourself. 


Chad  Haddad  helps  Alexandra  Weller  cool  off  during  a  recent  roof  repair  in  Lafayette, 
above.  Both  are  students  from  LSU's  Wesley  Foundation.  Alex  Grimes,  from  the  Tulane 
Wesley  Foundation,  looks  on.  Disaster  Recovery  staff  and  volunteers  came  together  to 
help  more  than  300  families  in  South  Louisiana,  including  that  of  Ms.  Verrett,  bottom. 

Photo  above  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge 
recently  donated  $  1 ,000  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  in 
response  to  the  request  for  funding  to  aid  families  abroad.  Gwendolyn  Redding 
spoke  to  the  congregation  and  accepted  the  donation  March  31.  Pictured,  top, 
are  Augustine  Warner,  Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore,  Redding,  Marilyn  Ray  and  Doris 
Alfred.  Camphor  Memorial  UMC's  Handbell  Choir,  above,  will  celebrate  its  first 
anniversary  May  13. 


Boeuf  Prairie  United  Methodist  Church  at  Fort  Necessity  recently  completed  a 
Lenten  Bible  study  class  entitled  "A  Survey  of  the  Old  Testament."  Eleven  people 
completed  the  study  led  by  Pastor  Howard  Childs.  Pictured  above  are  (front  row, 
right  to  left)  Evelyn  Daily,  Ola  Moore,  Sue  Grivet,  Betty  Milligan,  Mary  Sue 
Mason,  Frances  Sharp;  (back  row,  right  to  left)  Pat  Dailey,  Faydette  Moore, 

Bobbie  Dailey,  Doris  Kincaid,  and  John  Dailey. 


Women  from  the  Acadiana  area  and  around  the  state  gathered  at  the  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center  for"FUNdamentals  of  Peace,"  a  retreat  coordinated  by  Cheryl  Fell 
and  sponsored  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette. Top:  the 
'Rockettes'  perform  "Rock  My  Soul  in  the  Bosom  of  Abraham."  Middle:  Margie 
Manuel  and  Dot  Thurmond  work  on  the  'Peace'  banner.  Above:  Women  gather 
for  Sunday  morning  worship  by  the  river. 
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Volunteer,  from  page  3 


Scott  Temple,  a  paramedic  for  the 
Bossier  City  Fire  Department,  echoed 
those  thoughts. 

"You  just  feel  fantastic,”  he  said.  “You 
feel  like  you  have  a  heart  as  big  as  the 
Empire  State  Building.” 

Team  members  met  a  living  example 
of  how  the  mission  work  can  help.  A 
local  teenager,  Erick  Trevino,  arrived  at 
the  clinic  on  both  days  to  meet  patients 
and  help  translate. 

Two  years  ago,  Erick,  16,  limped  after 
he  dislocated  his  hip  while  playing  soc¬ 
cer.  His  family  could  not  afford  an  oper¬ 
ation. 

A  Methodist  doctor  on  an  earlier  mis¬ 
sion  trip  met  Erick  and  later  arranged  to 
cover  the  costs  of  the  operation.  Now, 
Erick  walks  normally. 

“I  feel  real  good,  no  pain,”  the  teen 
said.  “I’m  very  grateful  because  they 
helped  me.” 

Aaron  Parman,  a  retired  factory  work¬ 
er  in  Reynosa,  helps  coordinate  the 
efforts  of  mission  teams  visiting  the 
area. 

Parman  sees  stronger  faith  as  a  key  to 
solving  Mexico’s  economic  and  social 
problems,  such  as  alcohol  and  drugs. 

“It’s  very  important  that  brothers 
(from  the  U.S.)  come  to  preach  the 
gospel  and  help  our  people,”  he  said. 

Dungan  has  been  making  the  mis¬ 
sion  trips  twice  a  year  for  the  last  four 
years. 

Bishops  install  Weaver 

PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  —  The 
Council  of  Bishops  is  “grasped  by  grace” 
as  its  newly  elected  officers  dare  to  serve 
God  and  assist  their  peers  in  serving  a 
broken  and  hurting  world. 

Bishop  Peter  D.  Weaver,  bishop  of  the 
Philadelphia  Area  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  made  this  statement 
as  he  was  installed  April  29  as  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  for  the  next  two  years. 

The  United  Methodist  bishops  voted 
to  lengthen  the  term  of  their  president 


Jeanine  Hirst,  a  missionary  to 
Kazakhstan,  spoke  at  a  recent  service  at 
Luling  United  Methodist  Church  honor¬ 
ing  50  years  of  service  by  the  women  of 
the  church  and  sponsored  by  the  UMW. 

Bibles,  hymnals  and  candle  lighters 
given  in  memory  of  Ann  Wigle  were  ded¬ 
icated  for  the  service,  led  by  Myrtle 
Hoffman,  Beth  Bell,  Patsy  Caillet,  Eileen 
Oliver,  and  Sue  Triche.  Donna  Boswell 
give  a  history  and  update  of  Luling 


The  experience  has  changed  her  life. 
Now  she  is  taking  night  classes  to 
become  a  nurse  practitioner  so  she  can 
provide  even  more  care  to  Mexico’s  poor. 

“I  was  immediately  taken  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  ...  and  knew  that  this  is  what  God 
had  called  me  to  do,”  she  said.  “I  get 
recharged  when  I  come  down  here.” 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
wants  to  send  teams  to  Carboneras 
monthly  to  provide  follow-up  care.  The 
organization  also  sends  construction 
crews  to  Reynosa,  just  south  of  the 
Texas-Mexico  border,  to  build  homes 
and  churches. 

Dungan’s  first  mission  trip  to  Mexico 
seemed  to  happen  by  chance,  but  she 
believes  it  was  fate. 

“I  accidentally  showed  up  here  the 
first  time,”  she  said.  “I  was  carrying 
some  men  home  from  a  retreat  and  just 
happened  to  be  invited  to  be  part  of  a 
mission  trip  down  here  to  Mexico  to 
help  as  a  nurse.” 

Dungan  is  already  planning  her  next 
trip  to  Mexico  in  September. 

She  still  has  another  14  months  of 
long  nights  as  she  studies  to  become  a 
nurse  practitioner. 

“It  inspires  me  to  continue  doing 
what  I’m  doing.  I  just  feel  so  blessed.” 

The  United  Methodist  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Web  site,  www.umvim.org, 
details  mission  opportunities  and  how 
to  sign  up  or  make  donations. 

as  president  for  2  years 

from  one  to  two  years  last  November,  a 
move  they  believe  will  provide  better 
continuity  of  leadership.  The  Council 
includes  50  active  bishops  in  the  United 
States  and  18  in  Europe,  Asia  and  Africa 
as  well  as  about  75  retired  bishops 
worldwide.  They  lead  a  denomination  of 
about  10  million  members. 

Bishop  Weaver  succeeds  Bishop 
Ruediger  Minor  of  the  Eurasia  Area  as 
the  Council’s  president. 

“I  have  been  tremendously  grateful 
personally  that  you  elected  me,”  he  said. 

speaks  at  Luling  UMC 

UMC’s  United  Methodist  Women. 

Hirst  shared  stories  of  inspiration 
about  her  work  in  Kazakhstan.  She  told 
of  Marina,  an  accountant,  who  became 
a  missionary  after  hearing  about  the  life 
of  Christ. 

Another  young  woman,  Svetlana, 
worked  for  the  K.G.B  before  becoming  a 
believer.  She  has  since  helped  start  two 
churches.  Everyone  was  inspired  by 
Jeanine’s  story. 


Kazakhstan  missionary 


Centenary  accepting  donations  for  yearly  Book  Bazaar 


SHREVEPORT,  LA  —  Book  donations 
for  the  Centenary  Muses,  sponsor  of  the 
Centenary  Book  Bazaar,  are  now  being 
accepted  on  the  second  Monday  of 
every  month  through  August  from  9  a.m. 
to  3  p.m. 

The  Muses  will  accept  donations  at 
the  group’s  Book  House  storefront  at  108 
East  Kings  Highway. 

On  these  days  donors  may  park  in 
front  of  the  Book  House  and  receive 
assistance  with  unloading  of  books. 
Large  protected  book  bins  are  available 


in  front  of  the  Book  House  for  donations 
at  other  times. 

The  2004  Centenary  Book  Bazaar  is 
scheduled  for  Sept.  10  and  1 1,  at  the 
Gold  Dome  on  the  Centenary  campus. 
Book  donations  for  this  event  will  be 
accepted  and  processed  through  August. 
Pick-up  is  available  for  large  donations 
by  calling  the  Book  House  at  219-3409. 

The  Muses  accept  books,  CDs  and 
videotapes  in  good  condition.  Condition 
is  a  critical  element  in  the  resale  value  of 
a  book. 


Baton  Rouge  district  to  offer  lay  speaking  courses 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  is  planning 
Lay  Speaking  Ministries  Courses  for 
Saturday,  May  22  from  8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
in  the  Education  Building  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Costs  are:  Youth-$20.00;  Adult-$  30.00 
(includes  registration  and  materials.) 

Lunch  is  brown  bag  or  at  area  restau¬ 
rants  at  participants’  cost. 

For  Spring  LSM  Training,  we  will  be 
offering  a  Youth,  Basic  and  two 
advanced  courses. 

The  Youth  Course  will  help  youth  to 
grow  in  their  love  of  God,  connect  to 
God  in  a  deeper  level  and  expand  their 
Christian  faith. 

This  course  is  designed  for  12  to  18 
year  olds.  Joy  Comeaux, Youth 
Cordinator  for  our  District,  will  faciliate 
this  class. 

The  Basic  Course  is  a  spiritual  exer¬ 
cise  in  reading,  dialogue,  reflection,  jour¬ 
naling  and  direction.  The  chapters  in 
this  course  are  all  based  on  the  theme 
“Called  to  Proclaim  the  Gospel.” 

The  Basic  Course  must  be  completed 
to  become  a  local  lay  speaker  and  before 
one  can  take  an  Advanced  course.  It  is 


about  the  calling  of  each  Christian  to 
ministry  and  helps  us  in  learning  how 
we  can  minister  to  our  church  and  com¬ 
munity.  Reverend  Jesse  Means,  pastor  of 
Concord  -  New  Hope  United  Methodist 
Churches  will  be  the  faciliator. 

The  advanced  courses  are  “Lay 
Speakers  Preach”  to  be  facilitated  by 
Reverend  Joseph  Hamilton,  pastor  of 
First  UMC,  Baker  and  "Mission 
Outreach”  (a  brand  new  course)  faciliat- 
ed  by  Rev.  Rodney  Wooten,  Director  of 
Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation 
and  pastor  of  Scott  UMC.  For  those  of 
you  who  have  not  had  an  advanced  class 
within  the  past  three  years,  you  must 
take  one  in  order  to  be  recertified  at 
your  Church/Charge  Conference  in  the 
fall. 

To  register,  please  send  your  name, 
address,  telephone  number,  church  and 
position  and  course  you  wish  to  attend 
with  the  registration  fee  to:  Baton  Rouge 
District  Office,  LSM  Course  Registration, 
2644  S.  Sherwood  Forest  Blvd  Suite  104, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816. 

If  there  are  any  questions,  please  call 
Wendy  at  293-8868. 


Centenary  choir  to  perform  at  General  Conference 


SHREVEPORT,  LA  —  The  Centenary 
College  Choir  has  been  invited  to  sing 
for  the  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  which  will  meet  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  April. 

The  invitation  marks  the  third  time 
the  choir  has  sung  for  a  General 
Conference  and  the  first  time  they  have 
done  so  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Will 


Andress. 

The  choir  will  fly  to  Pittsburgh  on 
Thursday,  April  29,  in  time  to  sing  for  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  They  will  join  with  other  choirs 
invited  from  United  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies  and  colleges  for  the  evening  event. 

Forty-five  members  of  the  Choir  will 
make  the  trip. 


Preparing  a  New 
Generation  of  Leaders 
in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit 


SAINTIPAUL 

SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 


A  United  Methodist  Seminary 


Announcing  a  New  30  credit  hour  Doctor  of  Ministry 
degree  track  in  Wesleyan  Spiritual  Formation. 


Learn  about  historical  as  well  as  contemporary 
practices  that  integrate  heart,  mind,  and  hand,  and 
that  develop  dynamic  leadership  to  foster  greater 
communion  and  mission  in  ecclesial  communities. 

For  additional  information:  www.spstedu 


5123  Truman  Rd  •  Kansas  City  •  MO  •  44127-249? 
Phone  (814)  483-9400  •  Fax:  (814)  483-9405 
Admissions  (800)  825-0378  •  E-mail:  admiss@spst.edu 
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Not  sure  how  General  Conference  works?  Here's  GC101 


A UMNS  REPORT 
BY  J.  RICHARD  PECK 

When  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
top  legislative  body  meets  this  spring  in 
Pittsburgh,  nearly  1,000  delegates  from 
around  the  world  will  once  again  speak 
to  issues  of  the  day  and  set  direction  for 
the  denomination. 

Convened  every  four  years,  the 
General  Conference  is  the  only  entity 
that  speaks  for  the  entire  10-million 
member  denomination.  The  2004 
assembly  will  meet  April  27-May  7  in 
Pittsburgh. 

Understanding  how  General 
Conference  works  can  be  a  challenge, 
even  for  people  who  have  attended  it  in 
the  past. 

“General  Conference  is  the  legislative 
body  that  sets  policy  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion,”  explains  Carolyn  Marshall  of 
Veedersburg,  Ind.,  longtime  secretary  of 
General  Conference.  “We  come  together 
from  divergent  theological  and  geo¬ 
graphic  backgrounds  to  struggle,  pray 
and  work  together  to  discover  who  we 
are  as  United  Methodist  people  of  God.” 

In  an  intense,  two-week  period,  998 
delegates  from  the  United  States, 

Europe,  Africa  and  Asia  will  handle  more 
than  1,600  pieces  of  legislation.  They  will 
also  participate  in  daily  worship  and 
take  other  action  related  to  guiding  the 
church  for  the  2005-08  period. 

Majority  votes  can  change  any  part  of 
the  denomination’s  book  of  law,  or  Book 
of  Discipline,  except  the  Constitution, 
the  Articles  of  Religion  or  Confession  of 
Faith.  Restrictive  rules  in  the 
Constitution  also  prohibit  the  confer¬ 
ence  from  eliminating  the  office  of  bish¬ 
op  and  the  right  of  clergy  to  trial  by  com¬ 
mittee.  Any  proposed  changes  to  the 
Constitution  requires  a  two-thirds 
majority  vote  of  General  Conference  and 
a  two-thirds  affirmative  vote  by  the 
aggregate  total  of  voting  members  of  all 
annual  (regional)  conferences. 

General  Conference  will  take  stands 
on  various  social-justice  issues.  The 
"Social  Principles”  were  first  written  in 
1972,  four  years  after  the  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Evangelical  United 
Methodist  Church  merged  to  form  the 

General  Conference 

(UMNS)  -  Several  resources  are  avail¬ 
able  to  help  people  understand  and 
keep  up  with  the  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  2004  General 
Conference. 

The  Web  site  of  the  General 
Conference,  www.gc2004.org,  features 
news  stories  leading  up  to  the  assembly 
and  will  include  daily  multimedia  news 
coverage  and  video  streaming  of  key 
events  once  the  conference  begins. 

The  site,  administered  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  also 
includes  “About  General  Conference 
2004,”  offering  an  overview  of  everything 
from  logistical  details  about  the  assem¬ 
bly  to  information  on  key  legislation. 

People  interested  in  tracking  legisla¬ 
tion  as  it  goes  through  the  assembly  will 
be  able  to  do  so  with  the  new  Online 
Legislative  Tracking  available  on  the 
General  Conference  site. 

A  free  electronic  newsletter  subscrip- 


United  Methodist  Church.  These  princi¬ 
ples  have  been  revised  at  every  General 
Conference  since  then.  The  quadrennial 
assembly  will  also  apply  these  principles 
to  contemporary  social  justice  issues 
such  as  the  situation  in  Iraq,  cloning, 
peace  in  the  Middle  East,  immigration 
policies,  and  censorship.  These  positions 
on  contemporary  social  justice  issues 
are  later  published  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Book  of  Resolutions. 

The  number  of  delegates  from  each 
annual  conference  is  determined  by  the 
number  of  church  members.  One  hun¬ 
dred  eighty-eight  of  the  998  lay  and  cler¬ 
gy  delegates  will  come  from  nations  out¬ 
side  the  United  States.  Due  to  increased 
membership  in  African  churches,  that 
figure  is  up  36  from  the  last  assembly, 
held  in  2000  in  Cleveland. 

A  total  of  8.3  million  United 
Methodists  reside  in  the  United  States, 
and  1.4  million  live  in  Africa,  Asia  and 
Europe.  Sixteen  percent  of  United 
Methodists  live  in  Africa,  1  percent  in 
Europe  and  2  percent  in  Southeast  Asia, 
particularly  in  the  Philippines. 

Each  annual  conference  sends  an 
equal  number  of  lay  and  clergy  delegates 
to  the  legislative  assembly. 

The  location  of  the  quadrennial 
assembly  rotates  to  cities  within  the  five 
U.S.  jurisdictions  or  regions.  Pittsburgh 
is  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction. 

The  assembly  is  expected  to  cost  $5 
million,  with  an  estimated  $2  million  of 
that  covering  the  travel,  meals  and  lodg¬ 
ing  of  delegates. 

Every  clergy  and  lay  member  of  the 
denomination  has  the  right  to  petition 
the  conference.  However,  most  petitions 
are  sent  to  General  Conference  by  local 
churches,  general  agencies  and  annual 
conferences. 

The  Commission  on  General 
Conference,  which  planned  the  2004 
assembly,  will  suggest  that  in  the  future 
only  annual  conferences  and  general 
agencies  be  allowed  to  submit  petitions. 
If  that  measure  is  approved  by  the  con¬ 
ference,  individuals  and  churches  would 
have  to  have  their  proposals  approved 
by  a  general  agency  or  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  in  order  to  be  considered  by 

resources  available 

tion  is  also  available  through  the  site. 
Subscribers  will  receive  news,  feature 
stories  and  scheduled  online  offerings 
daily  by  e-mail. 

United  Methodist  News  Service  will 
provide  Web,  video  and  audio  news  cov¬ 
erage  daily  at  the  site.  Its  reports  will 
include  stories  in  Spanish  and  Korean, 
as  well  as  news  of  interest  to  Native 
American  and  African-American  audi¬ 
ences. 

An  interactive  online  course, 
“Exploring  General  Conference:  What, 
When,  How”  tells  how  General 
Conference  operates  and  how  it  speaks 
for  the  denomination.  The  self-paced 
course  provides  a  multimedia,  “virtual" 
classroom  experience  that  intermingles 
printed  content,  audio  and  video  clips, 
quizzes,  animated  learning  aids,  and  a 
threaded  discussion  board.  The  course  is 
offered  through  April  28.  Cost  is  $12.  Go 
to  www.training.umcom.org  for  details. 


General  Conference. 

At  General  Conference,  petitions  are 
first  considered  by  one  of  1 1  legislative 
committees  that  may  vote  concurrence, 
non-concurrence  or  concurrence  as 
amended.  Most  of  the  first  week  is  spent 
considering  proposals  in  committees. 
During  the  second  week,  the  entire  gath¬ 
ering  considers  legislation  proposed  by 
the  committees.  A  proposal  coming 
from  a  committee  is  called  a  “calendar 
item.” 

To  expedite  the  process,  legislative 
committee  calendar  items  with  fewer 
than  five  negative  votes  are  placed  on  a 
“consent  calendar.”  If  an  item  is  not 
removed  by  a  written  request  of  five  del¬ 
egates,  and  if  it  does  not  involve  funding 
or  a  Constitutional  amendment,  the 
entire  consent  calendar  is  approved  with 
a  single  vote.  General  Conference  may 
change  the  specific  rules  related  to  the 
consent  calendar,  but  the  process 
enables  the  assembly  to  quickly  deal 
with  hundreds  of  legislative  proposals. 

On  the  opening  day,  following  a  first- 
ever  orientation  session  for  all  delegates, 
a  worship  service  will  surround  dele¬ 
gates  and  church  leaders  with  songs 
from  around  the  world.  The  songs  will 
celebrate  a  renewal  of  baptism  and  Holy 
Communion,  emphasizing  the  confer¬ 
ence  theme,  “Water  Washed  and  Spirit 
Born.”  Banners,  dancers  and  a  variety  of 
drummers  and  musicians  will  empha¬ 
size  the  worldwide  nature  of  the  gather¬ 
ing. 

During  the  first  week,  the  assembly 
will  hear  the  Episcopal  Address,  given  by 
Bishop  Kenneth  Carder  of  the 
Mississippi  Area  on  behalf  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops.  They  also  will  hear  the  Laity 
Address,  given  by  Gloria  Holt  of 
Trussville,  Ala. 

On  April  30,  the  conference  will  hold 
a  service  of  appreciation  for  African 
Americans  who  remained  with  the 
denomination  during  the  segregation 
era  and  after. 

At  the  2000  gathering  in  Cleveland, 
the  conference  held  a  service  of  confes¬ 
sion  and  sought  forgiveness  for  actions 
leading  to  the  formation  of  black 
Methodist  denominations  in  the  18th 


and  19th  centuries. 

President  George  and  Laura  Bush, 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  have  been  invited  to  address  the 
Pittsburgh  gathering,  but  assembly  plan¬ 
ners  have  not  received  any  verification 
of  their  attendance. 

One  of  the  denomination’s  69  active 
bishops  will  preside  over  each  plenary 
session.  However,  bishops  cannot  vote 
on  any  of  the  proposals  and  may  speak 
to  issues  only  after  approval  by  a  majori¬ 
ty  of  delegates. 

Bishops  are  selected  to  preside  by  a 
committee  of  delegates,  and  a  single 
bishop  generally  presides  over  only  one 
plenary  session.  Since  the  assembly  has 
a  history  of  getting  into  some  knotty  par¬ 
liamentary  problems,  presiding  officers 
ask  colleagues  to  serve  as  parliamentari¬ 
ans.  Both  active  and  retired  bishops  sit 
together  behind  the  presiding  officer. 

This  year,  the  conference’s  Rules 
Committee  will  ask  delegates  to  approve 
a  proposal  that  bishops  also  be  allowed 
to  serve  as  chairpeople  of  legislative 
committees. 

Plenary  sessions  of  the  assembly  will 
be  translated  simultaneously  from 
English  into  German,  French, 

Portuguese,  Spanish  and  Swahili. 

For  the  first  time,  the  Advance  Edition 
of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  a  1,600- 
page  English-language  book  including  a 
listing  of  delegates,  all  proposals  and 
reports  from  all  agencies,  has  been 
translated  into  Portuguese  and  French. 

Each  day  during  the  conference,  dele¬ 
gates  will  also  receive  an  English  edition 
of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate  contain¬ 
ing  the  agenda,  news,  features,  recom¬ 
mendations  from  legislative  committees, 
and  a  verbatim  report  of  preceding  ple¬ 
nary  sessions.  Those  daily  editions 
enable  delegates  to  know  which  propos¬ 
al  is  being  debated  and  actions  taken  on 
previous  days.  By  the  end  of  the  10-day 
session,  delegates  will  have  received 
more  than  2,500  DCA  pages. 

A  computer-tracking  system  enables 
delegates  and  visitors  to  determine  the 
status  of  any  petition  or  calendar  item. 

For  additional  information  on  General 
Conference,  visit  www.gc2004.org. 


Budget, 


from  page  7 


of  repair,”  at  least  partially  due  to  a 
narrowing  base  of  support. 

Because  of  membership  loss,  con¬ 
solidations  and  other  factors,  there 
were  216  fewer  U.S.  congregations  to 
contribute  funds  in  2004,  compared 
to  the  previous  year. 

General  Conference  establishes 
the  total  amount  of  money  needed 
to  support  all  churchwide  ministries. 
That  amount  is  then  apportioned  to 
each  of  the  63  annual  (regional)  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States.  Each  of 
those  regional  units  decides  upon 
ways  to  request  fair-share  amounts 
from  individual  churches.  The 
requested  amounts  are  based  on  sev¬ 
eral  factors  including  church  budgets 
and  membership. 

Currently,  half  of  the  total  denom¬ 


inational  budget  is  apportioned  to 
only  3,655  of  the  34,780  U.S.  congre¬ 
gations,  according  to  Lackore. 

One  challenge  at  the  local  level, 
she  said  in  a  follow-up  press  confer¬ 
ence,  is  to  help  both  clergy  and  laity 
realize  “the  tie  that  exists  between 
their  spiritual  life  and  their  giving 
life.” 

According  to  the  council’s  written 
report  to  General  Conference,  eco¬ 
nomic  conditions  in  the  United 
States  from  2001-2004  also  had  “a 
significant  impact  on  financial 
receipts  for  the  general  apportioned 
funds.” 

Financial  demands  on  local 
churches  have  meant  fewer  dollars 
to  support  general  church  infrastruc¬ 
ture. 
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MOTHER'S  DAY  -  ONLY  OFFERING  FOR  RUSTON  HOME 


UNCONDITIONAL  LOVE!  The 
founders  of  the  celebration  of 
Mother's  Day  desired  to  promote 
the  role  of  the  ladies  in  our  lives 
through  this  one  special  day  each 
year.  However,  for  some  of  the 
children  at  LOUISIANA 
METHODIST  CHILDREN'S 
HOME  in  RUSTON,  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  a  day  honoring  mothers 
conjures  negative  emotions  in 
them.  They  have  NEVER  felt  the 
unconditional  love  that  God 
intended  mothers  to  share  with 
their  offspring.  For  these  young 
people,  the  staff  of  the  Children's 
Home,  with  God's  guidance, 
endeavor  to  bridge  these  gaps, 
substituting  good  experiences— 
healing  the  wounds  in  their  young 
hearts. 

In  our  world  of  monumental, 
daily  changes  and  global  informa¬ 
tion  access,  the  FAMILY  our  Lord 
intended  has  become  re-defined. 


Sandy  Clinton  and  her  granddaughter,  Muriel  Woodard,  daughter  of  Brian  and  Stacie 
Woodard  of  Ruston,  undertook  an  Easter  project  with  the  Recreation  Department  at  the 
Children's  Home.  After  visiting  with  Mrs.  DeNeise  Barlow,  Recreation  Director,  Mrs. 
Clinton  and  Muriel  were  made  aware  of  the  Easter  activities  and  how  they  might  help. 
Muriel  eagerly  began  her  search  for  prizes  for  the  eight  egghunts  that  would  take  place 
on  campus.  Grandmother  and  granddaughter  assembled  eight  exquisite  baskets,  filled 
to  the  brim  with  goodies.  But  Muriel's  enthusiasm  spilled  over  to  the  rest  of  her  family. 
Her  sisters,  Avery  and  Chloe,  also  caught  the  delightful  "giving  spirit"  by  decorating 
individual  bags  with  Easter  scenes  for  each  young  person.  (If  you  look  closely,  you  can 
see  the  girls  used  both  their  hands  AND  their  feet.) 

A  BEAUTIFUL  TESTIMONY  OF  UNCONDITIONAL  LOVE  IN  AN  EXTENDED  FAMILY. 


Often  grandmothers,  aunts,  fami¬ 
ly  friends,  and  even  those  with  no 
connection  but  loving  hearts  take 
on  the  roles  of  MOTHERS. 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children's 
Home  wishes  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
MOTHERS--whether  biological  or 
re-defined— for  offering  their 
UNCONDITIONAL  LOVE  to  chil¬ 
dren  everywhere. 

Mother's  Day,  MAY  9,  is  the  ONLY 
Sunday  each  year  on  which  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
sanctions  an  offering  for  the 
Children's  Home  in  Ruston.  This 
is  an  opportunity  for  the  church¬ 
wide  family  to  share  its  love  with 
children  who  are  separated  from 
their  mothers  for  various  reasons. 

REMEMBER  THE  LADIES  IN 
YOUR  LIVES!  A  gift  to  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children's  Home 
would  be  a  perfect  remembrance. 


Mark  Your  Calendar: 

Moving  Day  for  Pastors  is  Thursday,  June  17. 


Christian  Educators  Fellowship  to  hold 
conference  in  New  Orleans  Oct.  14-18 


The  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  hold  its  national  confer¬ 
ence  in  New  Orleans  from  Oct.  14-18. 
The  theme  of  the  conference  is  “The 
Many  Facets  of  Christian  Education: 
Reflecting  the  Face  of  God.” 

The  Louisiana  CEF  chapter  will  be 
welcoming  over  800  visiting  atten¬ 
dees  from  other  states  with  Mardi 
Gras  cups  filled  with  beads,  Cajun 
seasonings  and  other  Louisiana 
items. 

If  anyone  has  standard  Mardi  Gras 
cups  or  doubloons  to  donate,  please 
drop  them  off  at  the  CEP  display  dur¬ 
ing  annual  conference  in  June.  Beads 
are  not  needed. 

During  the  CEF  national  confer¬ 
ence  in  October,  participants  may 
choose  five  workshop  sessions  from 
many  offered  geared  for  Christian 
educators  in  all  stages  of  ministry. 

Complete  workshop  descriptions 
and  leadership  will  be  posted  on  the 
CEF  website,  www.cefumc.org  for 
viewing. 

Carol  Cotton-Winn  and  John 


Winn  will  lead  worship  on  Friday 
evening,  and  the  Dillard  University 
Choir  will  be  in  concert  Sunday 
evening. 

The  CEF  Professional  Education 
Preparation  (PEP)  pre-conference 
seminar  will  provide  a  one-day  train¬ 
ing  event  that  covers  the  basic  com¬ 
petencies  for  a  Christian  Education 
position.  It  is  designed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  persons  who  have  primary 
responsibility  for  Christian  education 
in  a  local  United  Methodist  Church. 

CEF  will  also  be  offering  the 
opportunity  to  complete  one  of  the 
certification  courses  in  conjunction 
with  the  New  Orleans  event.  The 
course  being  offered  is  “Theology 
and  the  Practice  of  Ministry.” 

It  is  part  of  the  tracks  for  Christian 
Education,  Youth  Ministry,  Spiritual 
Formation  and  Older  Adult  certifica¬ 
tion.  This  class  will  meet  prior  to  the 
conference. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  joining 
the  Louisiana  Chapter  of  CEF,  please 
contact  Carolyn  Foster  at  (985)  643- 
6437  or  Sue  Kamm  (318)  865-5963. 


Deferred  Gift  Annuities: 

Supplemental  Retirement  Income 
Current  Income  Tax  Deductions 
United  Methodist  Church  Support 


Fred  and  Ann  are  both  age  45.  They  transfer  $2,000 
annually  to  a  series  of  joint  and  survivor  gift 
annuities,  arranging  for  payments  to  start  when 
they  reach  age  65.  Fred  and  Ann  are  in  a  25  percent  tax 
bracket,  and  they  itemize  their  deductions.  The  first 
year  they  deduct  $273  of  the  $2,000  transferred.  Each 
year  they  make  a  gift,  they  receive  another  deduction. 
Beginning  at  age  65,  they  would  receive  $3,706  each 
year  (partly  tax  free)  for  as  long  as  either  one  is  alive. 
That  is  a  rate  of  9.3  percent  on  their  contributions 
totaling  $40,000.  After  their  lifetime,  income  from  their 
gift  will  support  their  local  United  Methodist  Church. 


For  more  information,  contact: 


W 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
225.346.1535 

wwwumfjorg 
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Carruth  thanks  conference  for  making  Africa  University  dream  a  reality 


Sixteen  years  ago  at  General 
Conference,  Louisiana  Conference  dele¬ 
gate  Nancy  Carruth  stood  at  the  podium 
and  proposed  a  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  school  that  could  transform  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Africa. 

She  returned  to  the  podium  May  3,  to 


thank  the  denomination  for  making  that 
vision  a  reality. 

“Africa  University  is  committed  to 
making  a  difference,”  said  Bishop  Nkulu 
Ntanda  Ntambo,  the  school’s  chancellor 
and  chairman  of  its  board  of  directors. 
“Thank  you,  General  Conference,  for  all 


you  have  done;  already  we  are  changing 
Africa." 

The  school  opened  in  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe,  in  1992  with  40  students  who 
met  in  converted  bams  and  chicken 

See  Africa  University,  page  7 


General  Conference  2004 


Conference  delegates  affirm 
unity  in  midst  of  controversy 

PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  —  United  Methodist  dele¬ 
gates  to  2004  General  Conference  stood,  joined  hands 
and  sang  the  hymn  “Blest  Be  The  Tie  That  Binds”  before 
approving  a  resolution  affirming  the  unity  of  the 
church. 

The  May  7  action  was  in  response  to  the  circulation 
of  a  document  the  day  before  suggesting  the  formation 
of  a  task  force  to  study  splitting  the  church.  The  state¬ 
ment,  crafted  by  conservatives,  was  never  introduced 
on  the  floor  of  the  conference. 

In  a  May  7  newsletter  for  conference  attendees,  the 
Rev.  James  V  Heidinger  II,  president  of  Good  News, 
wrote  that  “no  such  resolution  will  be  brought  before 
this  General  Conference.”  But  he  added  that  “the  mat¬ 
ter  of  amicable  separation  is  now  on  the  table  for  dis¬ 
cussion  by  United  Methodists.”  Good  News  is  an  unof¬ 
ficial  United  Methodist  evangelical  group. 

The  unity  resolution  adopted  May  7  read:  “As  United 

See  Unity,  page  4 


Delegates  to  the  2004  General  Conference  hold  hands  prior  to 
a  vote  affirming  unity  in  the  church,  top.  The  resolution  on 
unity  followed  several  days  of  contentious  debate  on  the  issue 
of  homosexuality.  Above,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  presides 
at  General  Conference.  Top:  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose,  Above:  Photo 
by  Lane  Cotton  Winn 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


Groundbreaking  /8 


Missioner  cuts  album  /8 
District  news  /8 


Important  Dates! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 
Pray  for  These  Gatherings! 

La.  Annual  Conference 
“The  Embrace  of  God  - 
Hospitality  That  Is  Holy” 

June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Where  Two  Rivers  Become  One 


Harper  reflects  on 'new  beginning' with  board 


Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  is  a  strik¬ 
ing  city.  It  sits  on  a  point  of  land 
bounded  by  two  great  rivers  that  come 
together  forming  one  mighty  river  that 
cuts  across  much  of  the  nation.  The 
Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers 
come  together  in  Pittsburgh  to  form 
die  Ohio,  thus  prompting  the  name  of 
the  famous  home  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Steelers,  “Three  Rivers  Stadium.” 

One  night  during  General 
Conference  we  had  the  joy  of  joining 
two  of  my  first  cousins  and  their  hus¬ 
bands  for  dinner.  Having  lived  in  the 
Pittsburgh  area  all  of  their  lives,  they 
wanted  to  take  us  atop  Mount 
Washington,  a  large,  ridge-like  moun¬ 
tain  that  hugs  the  southern  shore  of 
the  Monongahela  and  then  the  Ohio. 
Atop  Mt.  Washington  are  lovely  homes, 
churches  and  restaurants  that  look 
down  over  the  city  itself.  From  the 
vantage  of  the  Cliff  House  dining  room 
we  were  able  to  see  the  entire  panora¬ 
ma  of  this  fabled  steel-producing  city 
and  see  the  confluence  of  the  two 
rivers  and  the  beginning  of  the  one 
they  formed.  USA  Today  has  called 
that  view  “the  second  most  beautiful 
spot  in  the  USA.”  I’m  not  sure  I  would 
go  that  far,  but  it  is  indeed  a  lovely  set¬ 
ting. 

As  the  days  of  General  Conference 
turned  into  weeks  (!),  and  as  the  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion  among  the  delegates 
became  more  and  more  noticeable, 
that  view  of  Pittsburgh  from  atop 
Mount  Washington  became  a  symbol 
of  hope  for  me.  If  these  two  different 
rivers,  coming  from  different  headwa¬ 
ters  and  traveling  through  different 
parts  of  the  country  on  their  own, 
could  merge  into  one  mighty  body  of 
water  that  took  on  a  new  identity,  then 
why  couldn’t  the  different  factions  of 
the  church  see  their  way  clear  to  do 
something  similar.  Was  it  too  much  to 
expect? 

It  was  obvious  to  all  who  followed 
the  mood  of  the  church  prior  to  our 
gathering  in  Pittsburgh  that  we  were 
going  there  under  one  name,  but  with 
conflicting  views  on  several  subjects. 
That  is  nothing  new.  The  church  has 
come  together  Conference  after 
Conference  with  this  characteristic 
firmly  in  place.  And  when  the  debates 
are  done  and  the  decisions  are  made, 
we  have  always  walked  away  as  one 
people,  united  in  our  mission  to  serve 
God  through  the  body  of  faith  we  call 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  But  at 
this  gathering  a  new  word  floated 
freely  in  the  hallway  conversations  - 
SCHISM. 

In  many  ways  the  word  “schism”  is 
an  ugly  word.  We’re  not  even  sure  how 
to  pronounce  it.  Is  there  a  silent  “ch”, 
or  is  it  pronounced?  It  can  be  said 
either  way.  And  either  way  it  means 
the  same  -  separation.  Was  it  time  for 
us  as  a  church  to  consider  amicable 
separation? 

No  one  formally  made  such  a  sug¬ 
gestion.  However,  in  informal  conver¬ 
sations  that  formed  around  the  hotels 
and  eateries  of  the  convention  city,  the 


discussion  was 
held.  It  was  even 
verbally  presented 
at  a  morning 
breakfast  on  the 
last  Thursday  of 
our  Conference 
and  the  media 
soon  picked  up 
that  remark.  A  hur¬ 
ried  press  confer¬ 
ence  with  the 
speaker  who  had 
uttered  the  sugges¬ 
tion  sent  the  news  flying  over  the  air¬ 
waves  that  United  Methodists  were 
considering  “amicable  separation.” 
While  these  news  flashes  were  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  various  newspapers  and  on 
television  news  channels,  the  unaware 
voting  delegates  continued  to  debate 
among  themselves  in  the  Convention 
Center.  It  wasn’t  until  later  on 
Thursday  that  the  word  began  to  filter 
among  the  delegates  that  such  a  sug¬ 
gestion  might  be  made.  A  mood  of 
confusion  and  bewilderment  swept 
through  the  body  like  wildfire  over  dry 
prairie  grassland.  By  nightfall,  the  talk 
was  aflame. 

On  Friday  morning,  our  final  morn¬ 
ing  together,  the  Conference  was 
addressed  by  two  who  had  been  part 
of  the  informal  talks  and  who  wanted 
the  body  to  know  there  had  never 
been  an  effort  to  place  such  suggested 
legislation  before  the  assembly.  In 
response,  a  pre-prepared  statement 
was  read  from  persons  representing 
the  six  jurisdictions  of  the  Church. 

The  statement  called  for  unity  in 
Christ’s  body  and  for  our  commitment 
to  work  together  into  the  future.  With 
a  96%  vote  the  General  Conference 
affirmed  the  statement  of  unity  and 
followed  that  up  with  singing  “Blest  Be 
the  Tie  that  Binds”.  Several  minutes 
followed  of  passing  the  peace  among 
us  and  weeping  together  over  our  dif¬ 
ferences  as  well  as  over  our  sameness. 

It  was  in  that  final  moment  that  the 
General  Conference  took  on  the  char¬ 
acteristic  of  the  three  rivers  that  make 
up  our  host  city.  We  were  stating  our 
determination  to  flow  together  into 
one  mighty  river,  acknowledging  our 
different  views  and  our  different  the¬ 
ologies.  We  were  unwilling  to  sever 
the  ties  that  bind  us  into  one  body. 

I  suspect  the  distinct  rivers  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  flow  and  will  continue  to  be 
fed  by  headwaters  of  differing  origins. 
But  I  do  believe  we  will  see  them  com¬ 
ing  together  again  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas 
in  2008  with  a  renewed  determination 
to  continue  to  debate  our  differences 
until  at  last  we  can  say,  “speaking  the 
truth  in  love,  we  are  to  grow  up  into 
Christ,  from  whom  the  whole  body, 
joined  and  knit  together  by  every  joint 
with  which  it  is  supplied,  when  each 
part  is  working  properly,  makes  bodily 
growth  and  upbuilds  itself  in  love.” 
(Ephesians  4:15-16) 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fen 


BY  REV.  JOHN  EDD 
HARPER 

I  consider  it  an 
honor  and  privilege  to 
become  the 
Coordinator  of  the 
Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and 
Conference  Director  of 
Christian  Education 
within  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference.  I  am  grateful  for  the 
Lily  Grant  and  Conference  administra¬ 
tion  that  have  provided  funding  for  this 
new  area  of  ministry  within  our  confer¬ 
ence.  For  the  first  year,  I  will  be  devoting 
three-fourths  of  my  time  working  with 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  and  one- 
fourth  of  my  time  working  in  the  area  of 
Christian  education.  In  subsequent 
years,  my  professional  time  will  be 
shared  50  percent  with  the  Board  and  50 
percent  in  Christian  education. 

Serving  on  the  Board  will  give  me  the 
opportunity  to  centrally  maintain  (in  the 
Conference  office  in  Baton  Rouge)  all  of 
the  official  permanent  records  of  our 
candidates  for  ordained  ministry,  semi¬ 
narians,  probationary  members,  local 
pastors,  associate  members  and  lay  per¬ 
sons  being  certified  for  ministry.  I  will 
be:  (1)  serving  as  registrar  for  all  of  the 
Board  retreats  and  interviews  with 
Division  (elder  and  deacon  candidates) 
and  local  pastors  and  associate  mem¬ 
bers,  (2)  compiling  the  Board  report  for 
Annual  Conference  and  submitting  the 
most  accurate  information  for  the 
Conference  Journal,  (3)  interfacing  with 


our  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  in  regard  to  student  loans, 
scholarships,  and  grants,  (4)  interfacing 
with  our  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  and  our  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  as  we  help  persons 
grow  spiritually  and  discern  their  call 
from  God  to  servant  leadership  within 
our  United  Methodist  Church,  and  (5) 
providing  training  events  for  candidacy 
guides  and  mentors  as  well  as  training 
District  Committee  on  Ordained 
Ministry  members  throughout  the 
Conference  on  an  annual  basis. 

Serving  in  the  area  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  will  give  me  the  privilege  of  work¬ 
ing  with  Christian  educators  throughout 
the  state  through  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  (CEF)  and  in  providing 
opportunities  for  retreats  and  times  of 
spiritual  renewal.  I  will  have  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  coordinating  and  providing  lead¬ 
ership  in  various  district  to  tri-district 
training  events  for  volunteer  Christian 
educators  (Sunday  school  teachers  of 
children,  youth,  and  adults,  Vacation 
Bible  School  teachers,  small  group  lead¬ 
ers,  Disciple  and  Christian  Believer  facil¬ 
itators,  etc.).  We  are  also  in  the  process 
of  re-organizing  our  Conference 
Resource  Center  under  the  direction  of 
Shirlene  Spears.  Please  keep  reading 
your  Louisiana  Now!  for  updated  infor¬ 
mation  in  regard  to  the  new  audio -visual 
resources  available  for  use  in  your  local 
congregation  or  log  onto  www.la- 
umc.org  and  click  on  Ministries  then 
click  on  Conference  Resource  Center 
Catalog  for  immediate  information. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR 

Blackwater  United  Methodist  Church—  a  large  (1,100  members) 
rural/suburban  church  in  the  central  community  of  Baton 
Rouge —  is  looking  for  an  experienced  Youth  Director.  Salary 
depends  on  level  of  experience.  Please  send  resumes  to: 

Dr.  Mark  Martin,  10000  Blackwater  Road,  Baker,  LA  7071 4.  Contact 
numbers  include  phone  (225)  261-4646,  fax  (225)  261-4699  or  e- 
mail:  mark@blackwaterumc.org. 
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Bishop  William  Hutchinson  and  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  recently  visited 
the  Course  of  Study  School  for  Part-time  Local  Pastors  at  Millsaps  College  in 
Mississippi. The  school  at  Millsaps  is  an  alternative  to  the  two-week  summer 
schools  that  are  typically  held  at  United  Methodist  Seminaries.  Half  of  those  in 
attendance  were  from  Louisiana.  Most  part-time  local  pastors  are  bi-vocational 
and  the  program  allows  them  to  fulfill  the  requirement  more  easily  and  quickly 
than  the  summer  routine,  though  the  total  hours  of  class  time  are  the  same. 
Most  do  not  even  have  to  use  vacation  time  to  make  the  two  weekend  sessions, 
said  participant  Robert  Chance. The  other  advantage  is  that  pastors  can  take  up 
to  four  courses  per  year  if  their  schedules  permit. The  Mississippi  Course  of 
Study  School  is  an  extension  of  Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University 
in  Atlanta  and  is  a  part  of  the  Center  for  Ministry  at  Millsaps.  Part-time  Local 
Pastors  attend  the  school  from  Texas,  Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Alabama  and  Florida 
in  addition  to  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  Photos  provided  by  Robert  Chance. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name - — - — - 

Address - - 

Telephone _ _ _ 

Church _ _ _ _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 


Note  important  differences 
for  2004  Annual  Conference 

As  you  prepare  for  Annual  Conference  2004,  please  note  these 
very  important  items  of  information. 

There  will  be  no  child  care  provided  at  the  Conference  session. 
The  past  few  years  have  shown  little  use  of  the  child  care  provided. 
This  has  made  the  cost  prohibitive  for  the  number  of  children  par¬ 
ticipating. 

All  attending  are  asked  to  bring  a  carrying  bag  for  conference 
materials.  If  needed,  there  will  be  bags  available  for  sale  by  the  host 
district. 

All  clergy  are  asked  to  wear  a  robe  and  stole  for  the  opening  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  Wednesday  morning.  Clergy  are  invited  to  wear  a 
robe  and  stole  (style  and  color)  of  their  choice. 

Lunch  and  dinner  options  will  be  made  available  at  the  conces¬ 
sion  stand  in  the  Convention  Center.  These  will  be  available  at  a 
cost  of  $5  each,  and  will  include  sandwiches,  salads  and  other  simi¬ 
lar  food  items.  Meal  tickets  of  retirees  and  surviving  spouses  will  be 
honored  at  the  concession  stand  as  well  as  on  the  University  of 
Louisiana,  Lafayette  campus. 

Many  lunch  and  dinner  meeting  tickets  can  be  purchased  early 
with  a  check  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Conference.  Most  of 
the  special  meals  at  the  Convention  Center  may  be  reserved  and 
paid  for  by  sending  a  reservation  form  (see  “Annual  Conference 
Housing  &  Meal  Registration”  form  in  the  Pre-Conference  Report 
Book),  with  the  proper  amount  of  money  as  specified  to  St.  Luke’s 
UMC,  5875  Canal  Blvd.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70124. 


Leaders  fight  hunger 'hands-on 


PITTSBURGH  —  United  Methodists 
at  the  denomination’s  top  legislative 
meeting  took  a  break  April  29  from  talk¬ 
ing  about  issues  facing  poor  and  mar¬ 
ginalized  people  to  bring  some  help  to 
local  residents  who  are  experiencing 
them. 

Bishops  and  delegates  to  2004 
General  Conference  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder  outside  Pittsburgh’s  David  L. 
Lawrence  Convention  Center  to  transfer 
50-pound  bags  of  potatoes  from  a  trac¬ 
tor-trailer  to  a  Greater  Pittsburgh 
Community  Food  Bank  truck.  The  ship¬ 
ment  is  expected  to  help  feed  120,000 
Pittsburgh-area  residents. 

Wisconsin  Bishop  Donald  Ott  noted 
the  importance  of  addressing  the  issue 
of  hunger  with  “hands  and  heads,” 
through  direct  service,  as  well  as  explor¬ 
ing  systemic  issues,  such  as  legislation 
that  affects  U.S.  poverty  in  America. 

Through  the  Hunger  Relief  Advocate 


network,  a  collaborative  effort  of  the 
Virginia-based  Society  of  St.  Andrew  and 
the  United  Methodist  men’s  organiza¬ 
tion,  45,000  pounds  of  excess  and  slight¬ 
ly  flawed  potatoes,  otherwise  destined 
for  the  garbage  heap,  were  obtained  at 
no  charge.  United  Methodists  partici¬ 
pating  in  General  Conference  in 
Pittsburgh  were  asked  to  fast  for  one 
meal  and  donate  money  to  help  cover 
the  shipping  cost  of  the  potatoes. 

The  Greater  Pittsburgh  Community 
Food  Bank  serves  350  member  agencies 
in  the  Pittsburgh  area.  Like  most  food 
banks  across  the  country,  it  has  seen  the 
need  for  food  assistance  rise,  while 
donations  drop. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  founded  by 
two  United  Methodist  clergymen,  is  a 
nationwide,  ecumenical,  nonprofit  organ¬ 
ization  that  salvages  fresh  produce  that 
might  otherwise  be  wasted  and  distrib¬ 
utes  it  to  agencies  that  feed  the  hungry. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES 

Rayville  United  Methodist  Church  is  looking  for  a  Director  of  Program  Ministries, 
a  new  position  which  will  oversee  Youth  Activities,  Educational  Ministriesand 
Senior  Adult  Ministries.  Interested  Persons  may  contact:  Rev.  Bob  Townsend, 
rayvilleumc@yahoo.com  or  (318)  728-4853  or  Mrs.  Dora  Heath, 
heathdm@aol.com  or  (318)  728-3353. 
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Methodists  we  remain  in  covenant  with  one 
another,  even  in  the  midst  of  disagreement, 
and  affirm  our  commitment  to  work  together 
for  our  common  mission  of  making  disciples 
throughout  the  world.”  It  was  introduced  by 
the  Rev.  John  Schol  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
and  approved  by  a  vote  of  869-41,  with  eight 
abstentions. 

“It’s  important  to  send  a  clear  message  that 
we  are  unified,  a  United  Methodist  Church 
which  is  not  splitting,”  Schol  told  reporters 
after  the  vote.  “I  have  a  great  deal  of  relief  that 
we  have  affirmed  our  covenant,  and  that  dele¬ 
gates  will  not  leave  this  place  divided.  I  believe 
we  will  come  back  in  four  years  as  a  stronger 
denomination." 

Schol  said  he  felt  moved  to  do  something 
after  receiving  phone  calls  from  people  back 
home  who  had  heard  the  church  was  about  to 
split.  He  felt  the  passage  of  the  unity  resolution 
was  a  clear  signal  to  block  “a  movement  to 
drive  a  wedge  in  our  denomination.” 

The  idea  of  expressing  affirmation  for  unity 
was  praised  by  several  delegates  before  the 
vote.  “This  has  been  monumental  for  our 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Stanley  Copeland  from 
North  Texas.  “In  the  course  of  our  legislative 
committees  and  debate  on  this  floor,  I’ve 
found  myself  in  a  sea  of  distrust . . .  and  drown¬ 
ing.” 

The  Rev.  Bill  McAlilly  of  Mississippi  asked 
that  the  moderate  voices  of  the  church  —  a 
group  he  called  the  “Methodist  Middle”  —  be 
represented  in  future  discussions  about  unity. 
“The  faithful  United  Methodists  who  are  not 
represented  or  identified  with  any  coalition 
group,  those  of  us  who  are  neither  on  the  right 
or  on  the  left,  must  be  included  at  the  table. 
More  often  than  not,  we  are  silent,  and  per¬ 
haps  that’s  our  sin.  But  we  fear  that  if  we 
speak,  we  will  be  labeled  as  ‘the  opposition.’  If 
those  of  us  in  the  middle  can  contain  those  on 
either  side,  maybe  we  can  find  the  unity  we 
seek." 

Before  the  motion  was  made,  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Robbins,  former  top  staff  executive  for  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns,  and  the 
Rev.  Bill  Hinson,  president  of  the  Confessing 
Movement,  spoke  to  the  delegates  and  tried  to 
clarify  the  events  of  the  day  before. 

“In  our  conversations  on  Monday  night  and 
Tuesday,  some  informal  proposals  were 
made,”  Robbins  told  the  conference.  “They 
were  brainstorming  sessions.  There  was  no 
consensus.  There  were  papers  distributed  with 
the  idea  of  not  going  beyond  the  room.  Then 
on  Thursday  morning,  Dr.  Hinson  addressed 
the  Good  News  breakfast  and  shared  the  pain 
he  has  been  experiencing.  He  mentioned  the 
idea  of  amicable  separation  and  the  sugges¬ 
tion  of  a  resolution  being  offered.” 

Hinson  later  told  reporters  that  “I  stand  in 
amazement  at  the  combustibility  of  a  speech 
made  at  an  early  morning  breakfast  by  some¬ 
one  who  is  not  even  a  delegate.  But  those  are 
my  honest  feelings,  and  I  can’t  deny  them  for 
the  cause  of  unity.  Someone  once  said  that  if 
you  sacrifice  truth  on  the  altar  of  unity  you 
lose  both.” 

Hinson  also  denied  charges  that  he  person¬ 
ally  is  behind  efforts  to  divide  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  “I  don’t  see  myself  as  schismatic,”  Hinson 
said.  “My  ancestors  heard  (John)  Wesley 
preach  in  Savannah.  I  am  a  seventh-genera¬ 
tion  United  Methodist.  I  do  have  a  deep  sense 
of  sadness  over  our  church  and  its  brokenness. 
Does  that  mean  there  are  no  bridges? 
Absolutely  not.” 


Heidinger  offered  his  own  explanation  of 
how  the  proposal  to  split  the  churdh  had  come 
to  light.  “Someone  who  received  the  docu¬ 
ment  made  copies  of  it  and  gave  it  to  the 
press. ...  It  was  assumed  that  the  document 
was  Bill’s  (Hinson).  It  was  not.” 

Robbins  told  reporters  that  “a  number  of 
proposals  were  put  forward.  The  proposals  to 
split  came  from  persons  representing  the 
more  conservative  side.  My  perception  was 
that  it  was  a  document  that  was  of  great  inter¬ 
est  to  many  people,  and  one  that  was  shared 
with  various  constituencies  and  copied  many 
times.  I  can’t  say  whether  one  side  or  another 
released  it.” 

Hinson  said  he  had  not  authored  the  pro¬ 
posed  resolution  that  ignited  the  controversy. 
“I’ve  never  written  a  resolution,  and  if  I  did  it 
would  look  a  lot  better  than  the  one  that  was 
circulated  on  the  floor  yesterday.  It  was  dis¬ 
cussed,  and  my  (Confessing  Movement)  lead¬ 
ership  decided  that  (such  a  resolution)  would 
be  a  very  bad  idea.” 

Robbins  said  the  result  of  the  morning's 
vote  was  that  the  10  million  member  denomi¬ 
nation  has  not  considered  any  split.  “The 
United  Methodist  Church  strives  and  is  deter¬ 
mined  to  seek  unity,"  he  said.  “That  is  the  goal 
for  all  of  us.  The  question  is  how  do  we  discern 
ways  to  build  bridges  over  our  differences?  I  do 
believe  that  God  has  a  greater  imagination 
than  we  do.” 

Conservative  leaders  say  most  members  are 
unhappy  about  the  church’s  direction,  espe¬ 
cially  with  regard  to  issues  like  homosexuality. 

“Local  churches  are  increasingly  expressing 
their  pain,”  Hinson  said.  “The  grass-roots  peo¬ 
ple  are  very  frustrated,  and  it  comes  from  a 
feeling  of  helplessness  when  they  see  the 
covenant  we’ve  put  into  law  deliberately  defied 
or  ignored.” 

Robbins  agreed  that  there  were  deep  differ¬ 
ences  in  the  church.  “But  why  wait  until  the 
split  happens  to  address  those  concerns? 

There  is  a  desperate  need  for  some  space  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  is  extremely 
difficult  for  some  people  to  participate  in  a 
church  where  they  may  see  things  they  find 
offensive  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Hinson  articulated  his  vision  of  an  amicable 
split  to  be  “like  when  Paul  and  Barnabas 
decided  to  go  their  separate  ways  and  the 
kingdom  was  enlarged.” 

“Our  friends  on  the  other  side  say  they  will 
never  leave  the  church,  and  we  will  never 
leave,”  Hinson  added.”  That’s  the  standoff.  If 
one  group  said,  ‘I’m  out  of  here,’  then  we 
wouldn’t  have  all  this  talk.” 

The  Rev.  Kathryn  Johnson,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Methodist  Federation  for  Social 
Action,  said  she  found  any  suggestion  of  a  split 
“absolutely  devastating. . . .  Theologically  and 
politically,  we  differ  greatly,  but  we  all  share  a 
love  for  the  church.” 

“Any  talk  of  divorce  is  premature  because 
we  have  not  gone  through  counseling,” 
Johnson  said.  “We  haven’t  talked.  We  haven’t 
had  honest  dialogue  yet.” 

But  Johnson  said  the  idea  of  division  is  not 
new.  “Four  years  ago,  these  same  groups  sent  a 
video  to  every  delegate,  which  concluded  with 
an  invitation  to  leave  the  church.  And  these 
groups  on  the  right  have  had  these  proposals 
up  on  their  Web  sites.” 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  of  the  Washington 
Area  said  the  show  of  unity  on  the  floor  of 
General  Conference  reflected  “what  is  truly  in 
the  hearts  of  United  Methodist  worldwide.  I 
sense  that  the  church  is  stronger  now  than  we 
could  have  ever  dreamed  or  imagined.” 
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Agenda  for  2004  Annual  Conference 


Agenda  for  2004  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  -  Subject  to  Change 

(Please  see  the  Pre-Conference  Report  for  Gatherings  outside  of  the  Business  and  Worship 
Schedules) 

The  Embrace  of  God:  Hospitality  that  is  Holy 


Report  from  Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
Report  from  Com  on  Archives  &  History 
Education  Opportunities  Presentation 
Report  of  the  Nominations  Committee  #2 
-  Election  of  Leadership  for  the  New  Quadrennium 


Unless  otherwise  noted  - 

Business  Sessions  will  be  held  in  Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center. 
Worship  Sessions  will  be  held  in  Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center. 


Wednesday,  June  9 


5:30  -  7:00  p.m.  Dinner 

Awards  Banquet  (Festival  Ballroom,  Convention  Center) 

7:1  S  p.m.  Gathering  Music 

7:30  p.m.  Worship  Service:  Celebration  of  Districts 

Dr.  Jessica  Moffatt,  Preaching,  Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A, 
Convention  Center) 


8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Registration 

(Concession  Stand  in  Convention  Center  South  Lobby) 

Exhibit  Area/Cokesbury  Book  Store  (Convention  Center  Lobby) 
8:30  -  10:30  a.m.  Board  Meetings  (See  list  of  meetings  for  location  on  page  XIX 
of  the  Pre-Conference  Report.) 

1 1 :00  a.m.  Memorial  Service 

Service  of  Holy  Communion,  Dr.  Andrew  Douglas,  Preaching 
Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 

1 2:30  p.m.  Lunch  (Luncheons  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Fais-dodo  (Celebration  in  breezeway  between  Convention 
Center  &  Cajundome;  hosted  by  the  Acadiana  District) 


Friday,  June  1 1 

6:45  -  7:00  a.m.  Morning  Prayer  (Breezeway  between  Convention  Center  and 

the  Cajundome) 

7:00  -  8:00  a.m.  Cursillo  Breakfast  (Asbury  UMC) 

8:00  a.m.- 5:00  p.m.  Registration  (continued) 

(Concession  Stand  in  Convention  Center  South  Lobby) 


8:15  a.m.  Gathering  Music 

8:30  a.m.  Bible  Study 

Dr.  Jessica  Moffatt  (Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 


2:00  p.m.  Opening  Session/Business  Session 

(Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 
Prayer 
Welcome 

Greetings  from  Dignitaries 
Roll  Call 

Rules  of  Order  for  Conference  Sessions 

Adoption  of  Agenda 

Introduction  of  Theme 

Report  of  the  Episcopacy  Committee 


9:15  a.m.  Business  Session 

Prayer 

Committee  on  the  Journal 
Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 
Project  Reach:  Health  Care  for  Children 
Report  from  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
CFA  Report  #2 

Report  from  Equitable  Compensation 
10:30 -11:00  a.m.  Break 


2:30- 3:15  p.m.  The  Episcopal  Address  -  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  11:00  a.m. 

3:45  -  5:00  p.m.  Conferencing/Lay  and  Clergy 


Worship: 

Passing  of  the  Mantle,  Recognition  of  Retirees 
Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 


General  Conference  2004  wrapped  up  in 
Pittsburgh  May  7,  with  those  present 
affirming  the  unity  of  the  church.  Top: 
Louisiana  delegates  paused  for  a  photo 
with  others  from  Louisiana  who  were  on 
the  General  Conference  staff,  served  as 
pages  and  marshals  or  were  just  attend¬ 
ing  the  quadrennial  gathering.  Above: 
Bishop  Hutchinson  receives  an  award 
from  the  General  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Men.  Left:  Delegate  Anita 
Crump  addresses  the  plenary. 

Photos  by  Lane  Cotton  Winn 


Lay  Session  (Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 
Clergy  Session  (Mardi  Gras  Ballroom,  Cajundome) 

5:00  p.m.  Dinner  (Dinners  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

6:45  p.m.  Gathering  Music 

7:00  -  8:30  p.m.  Prayer 

Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 
Hurricane  Response  to  Lili  and  Isadore 
Introduction  of  New  Business 
Petitions  /  Resolutions 
CFA  Report  #1 

Report  of  the  Publishing  House 
Report  of  the  Nominations  Committee  #1 
Report  of  the  La.  UM  Foundation 
Report  of  the  Statistician 
Lilly  Grant  Progress  Report 

8:30  -  9:00  p.m.  Evening  Vespers  -  Rev.  Shawn  Anglim 

(Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 

Thursday,  June  10 


6:45 

-7:00 

a.m. 

7:00 

-8:00 

a.m. 

8:00 

a.m.  - 

5:00  p.m. 

8:15 

a.m. 

8:30 

a.m. 

9:15 

a.m. 

Morning  Prayer 

(Breezeway  between  Convention  Center  and  the  Cajundome) 
Laity  Breakfast  (Festival  Ballroom,  Convention  Center) 
Registration  (continued) 

(Concession  Stand  in  Convention  Center  South  Lobby) 
Gathering  Music 

Bible  Study  Dr.  Jessica  Moffatt,  Senior  Pastor,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bixby,  Oklahoma 
(Exhibit  Hall  B,  Convention  Center) 

Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 
Address  to  the  Conference  by  the  Lay  Leader  -  Mayor  Ned 
Randolph 

Board  of  Laity  Report 


1 0:00  -  1 0:20  a.m.  Break 


10:20  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


12:15-1:30  p.m. 
1 :30  p.m. 

1:45  -  3:15  p.m. 


3:15  p.m. 
3:45  p.m. 


Gathering  Music 

Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 

Progress  Report  of  the  Task  Force  on  Clergy  Health  Insurance 

Greetings  from  UMCOR 

Report  on  Transformation  for  Ministry  in  the  Local  Church 
Lunch  (Luncheons  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Gathering  Music 
Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  from  the  Gen  Conf  Delegation 
Report  of  the  Conference  Ministry  Team 

-  Volunteers  in  Mission 

-  Cambodia  Initiative 

-  Covenant  Relationships 

-  United  Methodist  Men 

-  Religion  and  Race 

-  Reorganization  Proposal 
Report  of  the  Rules  Committee 
Break 

Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Pensions 


1 2:00  Noon  -  1 :30  p.m. 

1:30  p.m. 

1:45  p.m. 


2:45-3:15  p.m. 


3:1  S  -  4:30  p.m. 


4:30  -  5:30  p.m. 

5:00  -  7:00  p.m. 

7:00  p.m. 

7:15  p.m. 


Saturday,  June  12 

6:45  -  7:00  a.m. 


7:00  a.m. 


7:00  a.m. 

8:30  a.m. 

8:45  -  9:00  a.m. 


9:00-  11:30  a.m. 


11:30  a.m. 


Lunch  (Luncheons  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Gathering  Music 
Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 

Break 

Business  Session 
Prayer 

Mission  Moment:  Children  and  Poverty 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
Report  of  the  Conference  Center  Board 
Greetings  from  Seminary  Representatives  - 
Greetings  from  Lydia  Patterson  Institute 
Greetings  from  St.  Mark's  Community  Ctr 
Petitions 

Organization  of  New  Boards 

(See  listing  of  locations  on  page  XIX.) 

Dinner  (Dinners  as  printed  on  page  XXI.) 

Gathering  Music 

Service  of  Ordination 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Preaching 

Worship  Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A,  Convention  Center) 

Immediately  following  the  Service: 

Reception  for  Ordinands  and  Retirees 
(South  Lobby,  Prefunction  Area,  Convention  Ctr.) 


Morning  Prayer 

(Breezeway  between  Convention  Center  and 
the  Cajundome) 

Ecumenical  Breakfast 
The  Most  Reverend  Michael  Jarrell,  Bishop 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  Diocese  of  Lafayette 
(Asbury  UMC) 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  - 
Organizational  Breakfast  (Asbury  UMC) 

Gathering  Music 
Business  Session 
Prayer 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Journal 
Recognition  of  Ecumenical  Leaders 
Black  College  Fund  Representative 

Special  Session:  Children  and  Poverty  - 
An  Ongoing  Initiative 

Business  Session 

Invitation  for  2005  Annual  Conference 

Report  of  the  Courtesies  Committee 

Fixing  of  the  Appointments 

Announcements 

Sending  Forth 

Departure 


ULL  housing  available  to  retirees  and  youth  during  Conference 


Retirees,  surviving  spouses  and  youth 
delegates  are  eligible  for  housing  at  the 
University  of  Louisiana  in  Lafayette  during 
the  2004  Annual  Conference. 

Shuttles  from  the  school  dormitories  to 
the  Cajundome  will  be  available  several 
times  daily. 

Information  on  how  to  make  room  reser¬ 


vations  and  purchase  meal  tickets  is  posted 
on  the  Conference  website.  Additional 
information  on  “what  to  bring”  will  also  be 
provided  on  the  website. 

A  mailer  regarding  housing  and  meal 
tickets  has  been  sent  out  for  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  those  who  might  not  have  access  to 
the  Internet.  All  retirees,  surviving  spouses 


and  youth  delegates  wishing  to  download 
the  information,  they  can  do  so  by  visiting 
www.la-umc.org. 

All  other  persons  should  make  reserva¬ 
tions  at  one  of  the  area  hotels  from  the  rec 
ommended  list  printed  in  this  issue  of  the 
paper.  If  you  have  not  done  so,  make  your 
reservations  today! 
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First  United  Methodist  Church  in  St.  Joseph  hosted  a  revival  May  2-4.  Each 
evening  dinner  was  provided  at  5:30  p.m.  and  the  worship  service  began  at 
6:30  p.m.  Rev.  Gene  Rives,  Associate  Pastor  at  University  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  was  the  Revival  Preacher.  Matt  Rawle  also  from  University  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  was  the  musician  on  Monday  night.  Chad  Haddad  member  of  Aldersgate 
UMC  in  Slidell  was  the  musician  Sunday  and  Tuesday  night.  Each  night  around 
60  people  attended  from  all  over  the  community.  Many  different  denomina¬ 
tions  were  represented.  The  purpose  of  the  revival  was  to  provide  a  time  to 
grow  closer  to  one  another  and  to  grow  closer  to  God.  Above:  Rawle,  Rev. 
Jonathan  King,  and  Rives  stand  in  front  of  the  altar  after  Monday  night's  revival 
service. 


Denomination's  homosexuality  stance  clarified 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  -  Delegates  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  top  leg¬ 
islative  body  voted  to  retain  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  statement  that  homosexual 
practice  is  incompatible  with  Christian 
teaching. 

On  May  4,  delegates  voted  to  slightly 
alter  the  current  language  in  the 

Social  Principles. 

They  deleted  the  words  “although  we 
do  not”  from  a  sentence  in  Paragraph 
161G  that  goes  on  to  say  “condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality...”  The  dele¬ 
gates  approved  a  revision  to  the  lan¬ 
guage.  which  now  says,  “The  United 
Methodist  Church  does  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  considers 
this  practice  incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching.”  They  also  added  a 
clause  that  United  Methodists  “will  seek 
to  live  together  in  Christian  community.” 

An  original  motion  from  the  Church 
and  Society  Committee  stated,  “We  rec¬ 
ognize  that  Christians  disagree  on  the 
compatibility  of  homosexual  practice 
with  Christian  teaching.”  But  delegates 
approved  a  minority  report  that  did  not 
include  that  phrase.  All  legislation 
brought  to  General  Conference  is 
processed  through  committees  such  as 
Church  and  Society. 

The  Rev.  Eddie  Fox  of  Nashville, 

Term.,  said  in  a  press  conference  after 
the  579-376  vote  that  if  the  church  had 
not  retained  the  language  of  Paragraph 
161G  of  the  Social  Principles,  that  “seri¬ 
ous  consequences  could  have  happened 
(and)  a  possible  hemorrhage  could  have 
occurred.” 

Fox  said  the  church  was  in  “desper¬ 
ate”  need  of  a  clear,  authoritative, 
declaratory  statement  made  with  com¬ 
passion.  He  spoke  in  the  assembly  in 
favor  of  the  change. 

Numerous  delegates  from  Africa 
spoke  against  homosexuality  and 
requested  that  the  church  move  forward 
in  proclaiming  the  gospel. 


One  said  that  in  African  culture,  it  is 
“taboo”  to  speak  about  sexuality.  “We  do 
not  want  to  be  drawn  into  the  issue,” 
said  Kasap  ‘Owan  Tshibang  of  the 
church’s  North  Katanga  Area  in  the 
Democratic  Republic  of  Congo. 

Muland  Aying  Kambol,  a  delegate 
from  the  southern  Congo  asked  if  it  is 
“permissible  to  spend  so  much  time 
speaking  about  sin."  If  that  is  the  vision 
of  the  church,  he  said,  then  “our  church 
will  surely  die.” 

Samuel  Quire  of  Liberia  stated  that 
the  church  “cannot  license  people  to  go 
to  hell.” 

When  asked  if  the  approved  state¬ 
ment  was  a  response  to  the  recent 
acquittal  of  a  lesbian  pastor,  Fox  replied 
that  the  delegate’s  decision  “is  a 
response  to  all  that  has  happened  in 
society,  in  all  churches,  including  that 
trial.”  He  spoke  of  the  importance  of  a 
clear  statement  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church  because  it  is  being 
watched  by  other  denominations. 

The  Rev.  James  Preston  of  Rockford, 
Ill.,  said  the  adopted  statement  was  not 
a  message  of  compassion  but  one  that 
“clearly  said  that  gays  and  lesbians  are 
not  welcome  in  the  church.” 

“Hemorrhaging  has  already  occurred, 
and  I  assure  you  that  following  this 
General  Conference,  quietly  and  with 
tears,  we  will  splinter  in  many  divisions,” 
he  said.  The  church  did  not  speak  the 
truth  about  itself  and  had  a  “healing 
option”  but  chose  not  to  use  it,  he  stated. 

The  Rev.  Margaret  Mallory  of 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  reminded  delegates 
that  the  church  is  of  two  minds  on  the 
issue.  “We  do  not  become  ‘less  than’ 
because  we  admit  that  we  disagree.  In 
fact,  we  become  ‘more  than’  because  we 
tell  the  truth  and  we  live  the  truth.” 

Fox  said  the  decision  is  a  statement 
that  is  “important  to  the  ministry  we  do 
and  focuses  on  the  call  to  spread  the 
gospel.” 


UMCOR  calls  for  intervention 

NEW  YORK — As  militia  on  horses 
drive  residents  from  their  villages  in 
Sudan  into  neighboring  Chad,  United 
Methodists  have  an  opportunity  to  call 
for  an  international  response  to  halt  the 
bitter  conflict  and  to  respond  to  the 
needs  of  Sudanese  refugees.  Some 
United  Nations  officials  are  characteriz¬ 
ing  the  clashes  as  an  example  of  “ethnic 
cleansing.” 

UMCOR  is  offering  a  new  bulletin 
insert  about  the  crisis  in  Sudan.  The 
electronic  publication  was  launched 
online  concurrently  with  a  pledge  rnade- 
by  the  denomination’s  quadrennial  leg¬ 
islative  assembly  that  United  Methodists 
will  support  displaced  people  in  the  East 
African  country. 

The  insert  picks  up  a  call  by  church 
mission  leaders  to  local  congregations  to 
act  as  peacekeepers.  Their  suggestions 
range  from  writing  to  congressional  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  commending  the  efforts 


in  Sudan  'ethnic  cleansing' 

of  the  United  Nations  Commission  on 
Human  Rights  and  urging  action  by  the 
UN  Security  Council.  It  also  details  how 
United  Methodists  can  give  financially. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  set  up  a  Sudan  Emergency 
fund,  Advance  #184385,  to  respond  to 
the  needs  of  refugees  entering  Chad. 

The  suffering  is  enormous.  The  UN 
states  that  2  million  Sudanese  have  died. 

Four  million,  out  of  a  population  of 
29  million,  are  internallydisplaced — 
meaning  they  have  had  to  flee  their 
homes  but  remain  in  Sudan.  Many  are- 
camping  in  the  open,  or  in  fire-  and 
shrapnel-damaged  buildings. 

The  Sudan  insert  is  a  full-color  PDF 
file  available  at  umcor.org  that  local 
churches  can  reproduce  free  of  charge. 

A  stunning  picture  by  photographer 
Guillaume  Bonn  for  The  New  York  Times 
gives  the  piece  its  immediacy  and 
drama. 


to  be  taken  at  Conference 


Special  mission  offerings 

As  in  past  years,  special  mission  offer¬ 
ings  will  be  received  at  Annual 
Conference.  On  June  10  at  the  Re- 
Districting  Service,  the  offering  will  ben¬ 
efit  the  New  Orleans  Children’s  Home. 
Each  congregation  in  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  is  asked  to  bring  an  offering  of  $2 
per  person  in  average  attendance  at 
worship  (as  recorded  in  the  2003 
Journal).  These  funds  will  provide  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  abused  and  neglected  chil- 

Photographs  to  be  taken 

Adding  to  the  overall  activity  at  the 
2004  Annual  Conference  will  be  picture 
taking  of  all  clergy  and  lay  members  for 
a  new  Conference  Pictorial  Directory. 
Those  attending  annual  conference  are 
asked  to  stop  by  the  Olan  Mills  photog- 


dren  who  are  given  God’s  love  and  care 
through  the  ministry  of  the  children’s 
home. 

Two  additional  mission  offerings  will 
be  received  during  the  session.  One  will 
be  designated  to  assist  Hispanic 
Ministries  in  Louisiana  at  the 
Wednesday  night  Vespers  Service.  The 
second  will  support  a  global  mission, 
which  will  be  taken  at  Friday  night’s 
Ordination  Service. 

at  Annual  Conference 

raphy  site,  which  will  be  located  in  the 
Tower  (second  floor  of  the  Convention 
Center,  by  the  escalators).  The  hours 
that  pictures  will  be  taken  are  8  a.m.-5 
p.m.  Wednesday  through  Friday,  and  8 
a.m.-  12  p.m.  Saturday. 


Baby  blankets  to  be  collected  at  Annual  Conference 


BY  RICHARD  STILTNER 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT  MISSIONER 

“The  10,000  baby  blankets  our 
churches  collect  for  annual  conference 
will  bless  many  families  throughout 
Louisiana  when  new  babies  arrive,”  says 
Joanne  White,  chair  of  the  Task  Force  for 
Children  in  Poverty.  “To  insure  that  all 
areas  of  Louisiana  share  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  baby  blankets,  the  blankets 
will  be  equally  divided  among  the  dis¬ 
tricts.” 

The  Task  Force  recognizes  that  a  col¬ 
lecting  and  distributing  of  10,000  baby 
blankets  is  no  small  task.  To  insure  that 
the  blankets  will  be  efficiently  collected 
and  rapidly  distributed,  the  Task  Force 
suggests  these  procedures. 

Churches  are  asked  to  send  the  blan¬ 


kets  by  their  lay  delegates  to  annual  con¬ 
ference  meeting  in  Lafayette  June  9-12. 

If  a  church  has  a  problem  with  lay  dele¬ 
gates  bringing  the  blankets,  the  church 
may  contact  the  district  missioner  in  its 
district  for  assistance.  The  church  may 
reach  the  district  missioner  through  the 
district  office. 

The  Acadiana  District  will  provide 
containers  clearly  marked  for  each  dis¬ 
trict  at  strategic  places  in  the 
Convention  Center  in  Lafayette  where 
annual  conference  will  meet.  “Please 
make  sure  that  you  put  the  blankets  you 
bring  in  your  district  container  when 
you  arrive  at  the  Convention  Center,” 
suggests  Laura  Brown,  missioner  for 
Acadiana  District  who  is  overseeing  the 
placement  of  collection  containers. 


Suicide  Awareness  Seminar 

Dr.  Willie  Henry  will  conduct  a  Suicide  Awareness  seminar  on  Saturday, 
May  29  from  9  a.m.-l  2  p.m.  at  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church,  850 
Hope  Street  in  Shreveport.The  seminar  will  include  information  pertain¬ 
ing  to  youth  and  adult  suicide.  The  seminar  is  free  and  open  to  the 
public.  RSVPs  are  appreciated  to  help  in  planning  and  production  of 
handouts.  Call  (318)  425-0500  for  more  information. 
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Rev.  Benjamin  Boni  (right)  and  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day  jointly  announce  that  the  million- 
member  Protestant  Methodist  Church  of  Cote  d'Ivoire  is  joining  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


Denomination  grows  by  one  million 
with  addition  of  Ivory  Coast  church 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  —  The  United 
Methodist  Church  today  grew  by  about  1 
million  members. 

Delegates  to  the  2004  General 
Conference  unexpectedly  received  a 
West  African  “mission"  into  full  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  new  members  formerly  constituted 
the  autonomous  Protestant  Methodist 
Church  of  Cote  d’Ivoire  (Ivory  Coast). 

“This  is  the  most  significant  thing 
that’s  happened  here  in  Pittsburgh,”  said 
the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  at  a  press  conference  follow¬ 
ing  the  delegates’  action. 

“For  us  it  is  a  moment  of  great  joy,” 
said  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Boni,  leader  of 
the  Cote  d’Ivoire,  who  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  God,  the  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  General  Conference. 

“We  want  to  be  part  of  the  mission  of 
Jesus  Christ  for  the  salvation  of  the 
world,”  Boni  told  the  delegates.  “May  the 
Lord  help  us  to  be  bearers  of  light  to  the 
whole  world.” 

Upon  a  motion  by  delegate  Ron 
Bretsch  of  North  Central  New  York,  the 
General  Conference  accelerated  for  Cote 
d’Ivoire  the  process  of  electing  its  own 
episcopal  leadership  and  planning  for  its 
future. 

Both  the  representatives  from  Cote 
d’Ivoire  and  United  Methodist  officials 
had  expected  the  process  to  take  four 
more  years.  However,  the  delegates 
voiced  their  intention  to  embrace  the 
French-speaking  Methodists  in  Cote 
d’Ivoire  now. 

The  church  in  Cote  d’Ivoire  has  been 
in  existence  since  1924,  Boni  explained. 
In  1985,  it  left  the  British  Methodist 
Church  to  become  autonomous. 

“We  wanted  to  be  part  of  a  more 
global  environment,  which  is  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  Boni  said  through  a 
French  translator. 

Church  leaders  approached  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  several  years 
ago,  requesting  mission  status  in  order 
to  become  part  of  a  worldwide  church 


rather  than  a  national  body. 

“In  a  step-by-step  fashion,  we  got 
here  today,”  Boni  said. 

Day  expressed  delight  at  the  General 
Conference  action.  “We  know  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  from  Cote  d’Ivoire  well. 
They  are  vital,  self-supporting  Christians 
with  highly  developed  ministries  of 
evangelism,  social  outreach,  programs 
with  women  and  young  people,  and 
French-speaking  seminary  training.” 

The  Cote  d’Ivoire  members  voted 
unanimously  to  join  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Before  the  addition 
of  the  Cote  d’Ivoire,  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  worldwide  member¬ 
ship  was  about  10  million,  including 
about  1.4  million  in  Africa,  Asia  and 
Europe. 

The  new  conference  in  Cote  d’Ivoire 
has  five  districts,  two  of  which  are  mis¬ 
sionary  districts.  Women  and  children 
make  up  a  majority  of  its  membership, 
said  Boni,  who  explained  that  rumors 
about  civil  unrest  in  his  nation  should 
not  be  attributed  to  religious  differences. 

In  Cote  d’Ivoire,  he  explained,  one- 
third  of  the  population  is  Muslim,  one- 
third  is  Christian  and  one-third  is  known 
as  animist,  a  combination  of  several  reli¬ 
gions. 

“There  is  no  religious  problem,”  Boni 
said.  “We  collaborate  freely.” 

Being  integrated  into  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  many  implica¬ 
tions,  including  the  support  of  a  bishop 
and  the  costs  of  taking  part  in  denomi¬ 
nationwide  activities. 

The  General  Conference  resolution 
included  the  provision  that  the  Cote 
d’Ivoire  church  will  be  responsible  for 
funding  its  own  bishop  for  the  next  four 
years.  At  the  2008  General  Conference,  it 
will  have  two  delegates,  one  lay  and  one 
clergy. 

Bishops  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  supported  by  a  central  fund. 
Legislation  is  expected  to  be  brought  in 
2008  to  incorporate  what  will  be  called 
the  Cote  d’Ivoire  Episcopal  Area  into 
that  fund. 


Africa  University,  fmmpagei 


coops.  Today,  five  faculties  of  educa¬ 
tion,  agriculture,  business  adminis¬ 
tration,  health  and  science  and  the¬ 
ology,  boast  1,283  students  in  30 
debt-free  state-of-the-art  buildings. 
A  total  of  1,059  people  from  24 
nations  have  graduated  from  that 
school. 

In  the  2001-04  quadrennium, 
United  Methodists  pledged  $2.5  mil¬ 
lion  to  the  Africa  University  Fund, 
representing  29  cents  for  each  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  denomination. 

At  this  session  of  General 
Conference,  Africa  University  is 
requesting  the  same  levels  of  fund¬ 
ing.  However,  they  are  encouraging 
annual  conferences  to  pay  their  full 
apportionment.  In  past  years,  giving 
has  only  totaled  90  percent  of  what 
was  budgeted,  said  Lloyd  Rollins, 
director  of  development  for  the 
school. 

“If  full  apportionments  (of  $2.5 
million)  were  paid,  we  would  have, 
on  average,  an  additional  quarter  of 
a  million  dollars  to  spend  on  this 
ministry,”  Rollins  said.  University 
officials  say  the  church’s  support  is 
becoming  even  more  essential  as  the 
school  expands  its  programs. 

General  Conference  saw  a  video 
and  heard  a  report  from  James  Salley, 
associate  vice  chancellor  for  institu¬ 
tional  advancement,  about  the 
school’s  new  programs. 

Those  include  a  partnership  that 
will  address  the  AIDS  pandemic  in 
Africa  and  the  development  of  politi¬ 
cal  leaders  to  direct  the  many  African 
nations  devastated  by  famine  and 
civil  unrest. 

Methodist  Healthcare  of  Memphis 
and  St.  Jude  Children’s  Research 
Hospital  in  Memphis,  Term.,  have 
joined  with  Africa  University  to 
equip  health  care  professionals  from 
Zimbabwe  to  deal  with  AIDS  in  their 
communities  through  education, 
prevention,  treatment  and  infection 
control  efforts. 

Suzana  Lourenco,  a  2000  Africa 
University  graduate  and  the  first 


La.  Conference  delegate  Nancy 
Carruth  speaks  at  the  General 
Conference  in  Pittsburgh.  She 
thanked  the  assembly  for  helping 
realize  the  dream  of  Africa  University 
in  Zimbabwe.  Photo  by  Lane  Cotton  Winn 

woman  in  her  family  to  graduate 
from  college,  told  the  delegates 
about  how  a  19-year  old  woman 
recendy  died  leaving  two  children, 
one  of  whom  is  HIV-positive. 

Similar  stories  are  told  throughout 
Africa,  where  7,000  people  a  day  die 
from  AIDS. 

The  school  has  also  developed  an 
Institute  of  Leadership  and 
Government,  to  which  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  contributed  $1.8  million. 
The  U.S.  ambassador  to  Zimbabwe, 
Joseph  Sullivan,  told  the  delegates, 
via  the  video,  that  this  effort  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  generation  of  people  to  “fulfill 
a  vision  of  peace.” 

During  the  report  on  Africa 
University,  Salley  called  the  bishops 
of  the  Northeast  Jurisdiction  forward, 
singling  them  out  for  their  special 
contributions  to  the  school. 

A  32 -member  Africa  University 
choir  was  scheduled  to  sing  at  the 
morning  service.  However,  because 
of  difficulties  in  receiving  visas,  only 
16  were  able  to  attend. 

The  choir  members  wandered 
throughout  the  hall  shaking  hands 
with  the  bishops  and  delegates  as 
they  sang. 

“It’s  not  finished  yet,”  said  Salley, 
concluding  the  report.  “There’s  a 
sense  in  which  we’ve  just  begun.” 


G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  again  offering  free  week 


G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  is  offering  a  free 
week  of  camp  again  this  year  to  9-1 1 
year-olds  who  have  a  parent  who  is  (or 
has  been)  incarcerated. 

One  session  of  camp  is  devoted  to 
campers  aged  13  and  over  who  have 
been  with  the  program  long  enough  to 
currently  be  teenagers. 

G.RA.C.E.  (God’s  Really  Awesome 
Camping  Experience)  Camp  is  designed 
to  intervene  in  the  lives  of  these  chil¬ 
dren,  helping  them  to  avoid  following  in 
their  parent’s  footsteps.  Our  goal  is  to 
help  them  overcome  the  stigma  associ¬ 
ated  with  having  a  parent  in  prison  and 
to  appreciate  themselves  for  the  people 
that  God  created  them  to  be. 

Many  of  our  activities  are  focused  on 
helping  the  children  build  self-esteem, 
find  their  individual  talents  and  gifts, 
and  learn  to  work  successfully  in  groups 


by  improving  their  social  skills. 

Help  is  needed  to  make  the  four 
camp  sessions  a  success.  Interested  per¬ 
son  can  provide  assistance  through 
donations  of  funding  or  needed  items, 
as  well  as  volunteering  for  a  camp  staff 
position. 

The  dates  for  this  summer’s  camp 
sessions  are:  G.R.A.C.E.  Teens,  June  7-11; 
North  and  Central  Louisiana,  July  12-16, 
Caney  Conference  Center;  Lake  Charles, 
July  26-30,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center; 
and  Baton  Rouge/New  Orleans,  Aug.  2- 
6,  Camp  Hardtner. 

For  more  information  on  how  to 
become  a  staff  member,  contact  Lorris 
or  Becky  Wimberly  at  (225)  642-5949,  or 
e-mail  gracecamp@spiritministries.org. 

To  access  a  list  of  items  needed  to  run 
the  camp,  visit  the  conference  website  at 
www.la-umc.org. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  held  groundbreaking  cere¬ 
monies  for  a  new  youth  building  and  children's  building  May  1-2.  Those  in  attendance  at 
the  Saturday  worship  service  helped  turn  the  soil  by  pulling  an  antique  plow. 


Grace  Community  celebrates  groundbreaking 


Grace  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport  held  groundbreak¬ 
ing  ceremonies  for  a  new  youth  building 
and  children’s  building  May  1-2.  Dr.  Rob 
Weber,  senior  pastor,  and  Michele  Sauls, 
chair  of  the  building  committee,  led  the 
services. 

The  youth  facility  will  add  over  12,000 
square  feet  to  the  campus.  Those  in 
attendance  at  the  Saturday  worship 
service  helped  turn  the  soil  by  pulling  an 
antique  plow. 

Two  Sunday  worship  services  on  May 
2  included  the  congregation  pulling  the 
plow,  turning  the  soil  on  the  site  of  the 


proposed  children’s  building.  The  two- 
story  structure  will  add  over  8,000 
square  feet  of  space. 

By  pulling  the  four  100-foot  long  “tug¬ 
boat”  ropes,  over  1 ,000  members  in 
attendance  had  a  hand  in  breaking  the 
ground  for  the  historical  moment. 

Unity  International  will  serve  as  gen¬ 
eral  contractor  for  the  nearly  $2  million 
project. 

With  this  beginning,  Grace 
Community  UMC  enters  a  new  era  in  its 
growth,  better  serving  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren  of  today — our  leadership  of  tomor¬ 
row. 


Richardson  thanks  generous  BR  congregations 


Once  again  the  churches  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  have  demonstrated  their 
commitment  to  helping  persons  in 
need!  This  year,  as  in  the  past,  the  call 
went  out  for  our  churches  to  contribute 
soap  and  towels  for  use  in  disaster  relief 
through  Sagar-Brown.  And,  as  in  the 
past,  our  churches  have  responded.  Just 
a  few  weeks  ago,  Wendy  Jones,  our 
Administrative  Assistant,  made  a  trip  to 
Sagar-Brown  with  her  SUV  loaded  to 
capacity  with  the  items  that  our  people 
had  contributed. 

As  your  District  Superintendent  I 
wish  to  say  “Thank  You”! 

But,  beyond  the  words  of  gratitude,  I 
hope  that  we  can  also  recognize  the 
words  of  hope  and  grace  that  are  con¬ 
tained  within  these  gestures  of  love  and 
generosity. 

The  church  is  an  institution  of  care 
and  compassion.  We  believe  that  it  mat¬ 
ters  to  God  when  people  suffer  any¬ 
where  in  the  world.  We  also  believe  that 
it  matters  to  God  that  God’s  people  (the 
church)  do  what  is  possible  to  try  to 
relieve  that  suffering.  Therefore,  we 
believe  that  giving  soap  and  towels  is  not 
just  an  act  of  generosity.  It  is  a  statement 
of  theology.  It  is  an  act  of  grace,  or  as 


John  Wesley  called  it,  it  is  a  “means  of 
grace”. 

The  churches  listed  below  are  the 
churches  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
that  contributed: 

Jefferson  UMC 

Clinton,  First  UMC 

Slaughter,  First  UMC 

Magnolia  UMC,  Greenwell  Springs 

St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Hope  Community  UMC 

Carpenter’s  Chapel  UMC,  Prairieville 

Camphor  Memorial  UMC 

Hughes  Memorial  UMC 

Bethel  UMC,  Pride 

Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

St.  John’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Gonzales,  First  UMC 

Grand  River  UMC,  Plaquemine 

Baker,  First  UMC 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

St.  Mark’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Ethel  UMC 

May  God  bless  the  churches  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District  for  your  continued 
commitment  to  being  the  means  of 
God’s  grace  in  the  world. 

Gerald  Richardson 


Annual  Conference  to  feature  new  awards  event 


New  to  Annual  Conference  this  year 
will  be  an  Awards  Banquet,  slated  for 
Thursday  evening,  in  honor  of  the  many 
persons  who  have  excelled  in  leadership 
on  behalf  of  the  ministry  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Also  to  be  honored  will  be  the  many 
young  adults  who  are  the  recipients  of 
academic  scholarships  funded  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  annu¬ 
al  conference. 

This  event  gives  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  an  opportunity  to  publicly  recog¬ 
nize  these  achievements,  and  takes  the 
place  of  any  presentations  or  reports  of 
awards  during  the  business  sessions. 

A  letter  was  sent  to  the  chairpersons 
of  all  boards,  agencies  and  organizations 
requesting  the  names  of  those  persons 
being  honored  by  their  group,  along 
with  the  name  of  the  presenter  of  the 
award.  These  names  are  needed  by  the 
Conference  Area  Offices  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  so  that  the  banquet  may  be 
planned  and  information  can  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  daily  issues  of  Louisiana  Right 


Now!,  which  is  distributed  at  Annual 
Conference. 

Please  send  the  name  of  the  award, 
the  name(s)  of  the  recipient(s),  and  the 
name  of  the  presenter  to  Don  Cottrill  at 
dccottrill@bellsouth.net  and  to  Betty 
Backstrom  at  lanow@bellsouth.net  or 
call  them  at  (225)  346-1646. 

We  also  ask  that  those  responsible  for 
each  awards  committee  make  certain 
that  the  honored  recipients  are  present 
at  the  banquet  and  that  they  have  tick¬ 
ets. 

Historically,  some  awards  have  been 
presented  at  individual  breakfasts  or 
lunches. 

That  tradition  is  still  honored,  but  we 
ask  that  an  announcement  of  the  pres¬ 
entation  be  repeated  during  the  new 
Awards  Banquet. 

Tickets  for  the  banquet,  slated  for 
Thursday,  June  10  at  5:30  p.m.,  may  be 
obtained  by  using  the  2004  Conference 
Meal  Registration  form  found  on  page 
24  (roman  numerals)  in  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report.  Tickets  are  $15  each. 


Petitions  for  Annual  Conference  due  June  2 


The  Thirty-fourth  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  fast 
upon  us!  According  to  our  conference 
rules,  “Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an 
individual  member  or  a  duly  elected 
body  of  the  local  church  or  a  district, 
shall  first  be  presented  to  the  Committee 
on  Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference”  (Conference  Rules, 
Article  I,  G.  Committee  on  Petitions, 
page  253  of  the  Journal  of  the  33rd 
Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.) 

Annual  Conference  this  year  begins 
on  a  Wednesday,  June  9.  In  order  that 
your  petition  (s)  might  get  to  the 


Committee  on  Petitions  in  time,  please 
send  by  U.  S.  Mail,  fax  or  email  at  such  a 
time  that  they  will  be  received  by 
Wednesday,  June  2,  2004.  Please  send 
them  to:  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin,  chairper¬ 
son,  Conference  Committee  on 
Petitions,  c/o  University  UMC,  3501 
Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605.  By 
fax  (337)  478-8106,  email 
tabasco_rev@yahoo.com. 

Also,  please  use  the  petition  form  that 
is  included  in  the  Pre-Conference 
Report,  which  can  be  downloaded  from 
the  conference  website,  www.la- 
umc.org.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
please  email  the  chairperson  or  call  him 
at  (337)  477-2003,  ext.  16. 


Ecumenical  breakfast  to  be  held  at  Asbury  UMC 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  Jarrell 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Ecumenical  Prayer  Breakfast,  Sat.,  June 
12  at  7  a.m.  at  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  101  Live  Oak  Boulevard  (off 
Johnston  Street)  in  Lafayette. 


Jarrell  is  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 
Lafayette  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Tickets  are  $10  person. 

They  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Rev.  Joe  Hoover,  P.  O.  Box  680,  Bunkie,  LA 
71322  orjahoover@bayou.com. 


Meditations 
of  My  Heart 

New  Orleans 
District  Missioner 
Barbara  Murray 
has  released  an 
album, 

"Meditations  of 
My  Heart."  For 
more  information 
and  how  to  order, 
call  (504)  242- 
7042  or  e-mail 
murraymission- 
er@aol.com 
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Important  Dates! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 
Pray  for  These  Gatherings! 

La.  Annual  Conference 
“The  Embrace  of  God  - 
Hospitality  That  Is  Holy" 

June  9-12 
Lafayette,  La. 

Jurisdictional  Conference 

July  14-17 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 


Ruston  Round  Up  /4 


Peace  Pole  /8 
District  news  /8 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Provost  Cottrill  to  serve  as  keynote  speaker  for  annual  Laity  Breakfast 


Don  Cottrill,  provost  and  executive 
director  of  Connectional  Ministries  for 
the  Annual  Conference,  will  serve  as 
keynote  speaker  for  the  Laity  Breakfast 
slated  for  June  10  at  7  a.m.  in  the  Festival 
Ballroom  of  the  Lafayette  Convention 
Center. 

Jim  Anderson,  chair  for  this  year’s 
breakfast,  announced  that  the  theme  of 
the  event  is  “Partners  in  Ministry.” 


Cottrill 


“We’re  encouraging 
everyone  to  attend  this 
special  time  of  fellow¬ 
ship.  In  the  past,  we 
have  had  limited  seat¬ 
ing.  This  year,  we  can 
accommodate  a  larger 
crowd,  so  the  more  the 
merrier!”  said 
Anderson. 


The  late  Leroy  Crump,  organizer  of 
the  event  for  many  years,  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  and  recognized  during  the  break¬ 
fast. 

Proceeds  from  the  event  will  go  to 
fund  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  scholar¬ 
ships. 

Tickets  for  the  breakfast  are  $10  each 
and  may  be  purchased  from  District  Lay 
Leaders  at  Annual  Conference. 


Members  of  the  Host/Hospitality  Committee  prepare  goody  bags  for  attendees 
of  the  2004  Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette.  Pictured  are  Sally  Belanger, 

Asbury  UMC,  Jane  Blackwell,  Asbury  UMC,  Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Acadiana  District 
Superintendent,  Doris  Lafaye,  Asbury  UMC,  Pat  Irons,  Emmanuel  UMC, 

Rev.  Charles  Hill,  Calvary  UMC  in  Abbeville,  Lillian  Hill,  Calvary  UMC.  Not  pic¬ 
tured:  Heidi  Spell,  Port  Barre  UMC  in  Opelousas. 

Hospitality  committee  preps  for  first 
Annual  Conference  held  in  Lafayette 

adequate  facilities.  We  discovered 
that  Lafayette  is  only  two  and  a  half 
to  three  hours  away  from  just  about 
any  other  point  in  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence,”  said  Tate. 

The  committee  of  eight  people 
has  worked  hard  at  lining  up 
greeters,  preparing  welcome  bags, 
planning  the  Awards  Banquet, 
recruiting  local  church  vans  and 
drivers  for  shutdes  back  and  forth  to 
campus  dorms,  preparing  handouts 
to  help  with  getting  around  the  city 
and  finding  restaurants  and  points  of 
interest,  and  planning  a  fais  do  do  to 
welcome  guests. 

“The  Fais  Do  Do  will  be  hosted  by 
the  Acadiana  District  at  12:30  p.m. 
on  Wednesday,  and  held  in  the 
breezeway  between  the  Convention 

See  Hospitality,  page  4 


The  theme  for  the  2004  Annual 
Conference,  “The  Embrace  of 
God  . . .  Hospitality  that  is  Holy,”  sets 
the  tone  for  months  of  preparation 
by  the  Host/Hospitality  Committee 
for  this  year’s  event,  to  be  held  at  the 
Lafayette  Convention  Center  from 
June  9-12. 

According  to  Rev.  Darryl  Tate, 
chair  of  the  committee,  this  year’s 
annual  conference  will  signify  over 
31  months  of  effort  on  the  part  of 
local  planners. 

“At  the  beginning  of  this  project, 
Bishop  Hutchinson  asked  Sarah 
Schoeffler  and  me  to  explore  the 
possibilities  for  conference  sites  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  state.  After 
much  investigation,  Lafayette  stood 
out  as  a  solid  choice  because  of  the 
proximity  to  other  parts  of  the  state, 
good  highways  into  the  city,  and 


UMCOR  bringing  aid 
in  catastrophic  flood 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  is  providing  emer¬ 
gency  assistance  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  and  Haiti,  where  floodwaters 
and  mudslides  have  killed  more  than 
2,100  people. 

Aid  workers  are  calling  the  devasta¬ 
tion  one  of  the  worst  natural  disasters  in 
Caribbean  history.  The  inaccessibility  of 
the  affected  areas  make  an  accurate  toll 
difficult,  but  at  least  1 1,200  families — 
probably  more — have  been  displaced  by 
the  flood  in  both  nations. 

UMCOR’s  initial  response  will  come 
in  the  form  of  money  and  supplies.  But 
the  aid  agency  anticipates  extensive 
rebuilding  and  recovery,  said  Kristin  L. 
Sachen,  international  disaster  response 
executive.  “Today’s  actions  are  only  the 
beginning  of  a  fuller  response,”  Rev. 
Sachen  said. 

To  the  Iglesia  Evangelica  Dominica 
goes  a  grant  of  $10,000  to  enable  imme¬ 
diate  response  in  Jimani  and 
Jaquimeyes,  where  rivers  of  mud  and 
debris  swept  away  houses  and  buried 
residents  under  tons  of  rock  and  gravel. 
“Haitians  and  Dominicans,  all  children 
of  God,  are  suffering  greatly,”  wrote 
Alejandro  Figueroa,  an  official  of  the 
Iglesia  Evangelica  Dominica  in  corre¬ 
spondence  to  Rev.  Sachen. 

UMCOR  workers  are  assembling  a 
40-foot  container  of  health  kits,  soap, 
school  kits,  layettes,  and  ready-to-eat 
meals  for  shipment  within  the  next 
week.  Value  of  the  shipment  is  around 
$500,000. 

In  a  third  aid  effort,  UMCOR  has  sent 
funds  to  Action  by  Chinches  Together. 
Partners  in  that  international  consor¬ 
tium  of  faith-based  humanitarian  aid 
organizations  are  working  in  the  Fond 
Verettes  area  of  Haiti.  There,  floodwaters 
rose  from  a  previously  dry  riverbed  and 
swept  through  the  streets,  washing  away 
buildings  and  polluting  the  springs  that 
provide  drinking  water.  ACT  partners 
will  supply  water  treatment,  food  and 
medical  assistance. 

“We  are  sick  with  grief,"  said  R.  Randy 

See  Flooding,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


The  Mockingbirds  of  Pentecost 


The  mockingbirds  outside  our  bed¬ 
room  window  must  have  known  it  was 
Pentecost!  They  were  speaking  in  all 
the  various  languages  of  their  fellow 
birds,  and  probably  some  that  are  not 
known  to  the  bird  kingdom.  I  listened 
to  them  for  a  while  and  just  knew  they 
were  heralding  this  special  day.  Then 
as  I  walked  the  neighborhood  before 
getting  dressed  for  church,  their  com- 
padres  all  through  Bocage  (our  subdi¬ 
vision)  were  on  the  same  theme  -  the 
languages  of  the  various  feathered 
creatures  they  have  heard  over  the 
years. 

I  read  a  story  once  of  a  person  who 
went  out  each  morning  and  whisded 
the  first  four  notes  of  Beethoven’s 
Ninth  symphony.  This  was  in  an  effort 
to  teach  that  song  to  the  birds.  Sure 
enough,  one  of  the  mockingbirds 
picked  it  up  and  began  to  sing  it  daily! 
Now,  somewhere  in  the  world  there’s  a 
mockingbird  that  sings  Beethoven! 
What  a  powerful  tool  we  have  in  the 
sounds  we  make  that  are  sensed  by 
each  ear  as  a  form  of  communication 
of  something  near  and  dear  to  us. 

Pentecost  is  the  celebration  of  the 
coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  disci¬ 
ples  experienced  it  as  the  sound  of  a 
mighty  wind  and  tongues  as  of  fire, 
“distributed  and  resting  on  each  one  of 
them.  Then  they  were  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  began  to  speak  in  other 
tongues,  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utter¬ 
ance.”  (Acts  2: 3-4)  With  this  phenom¬ 
enon  the  church  was  bom  and  has 
been  directed  by  the  Spirit  of  God  ever 
since. 

The  one  thing  that  marks  the 
church  of  the  living  God  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  that  empowers  her  is  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  cannot  be  trained  or 
tamed.  No  one  will  step  out  on  the 
porch  each  day  and  repeat  some 
mantra  of  belief  and  eventually  mould 
the  Holy  Spirit  into  mocking  and  pro¬ 
moting  that  as  being  of  God.  No!  The 
Holy  Spirit  comes  directly  from  God 
and  moulds  and  forms  us  into  being 
the  church  God  desires  us  to  be.  It  is 
our  responsibility  as  people  of  God  to 
listen  carefully  to  the  song  of  the  Spirit 
and  to  form  our  chorus  to  match. 

Having  said  that,  I  do  believe  it  is 
likely  that  the  Holy  Spirit  incorporates 
human  cries  and  needs  into  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Spirit.  As  our  lives  evolve 


and  as  our  needs 
are  formed  the 
Holy  Spirit  speaks 
to  each  new  day 
and  leads  all  who 
will  listen  to 
address  those 
peculiar  needs. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is 
constantly  forming 
and  reforming 
God’s  agenda  for 
the  church.  That’s 
why  we  can  never 
sit  complacendy  by  and  believe  we 
know  all  there  is  to  know.  Nor  can  we 
believe  that  things  as  they  have  always 
been  will  be  the  way  things  should 
always  be.  Truth  and  justice  do  not 
change.  But  how  we  apply  truth  and 
how  we  activate  justice  may  look  dif¬ 
ferent  from  one  generation  to  another. 
That’s  the  dynamic  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

This  leads  me  to  think  about 
Annual  Conference,  2004,  which 
begins  on  June  9  in  Lafayette.  I  pray 
we  all  come  there  with  an  open  mind 
and  open  spirit  to  the  movement  of 
God’s  Holy  Spirit.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
have  prescience  about  all  the  Holy 
Spirit  would  have  us  know  as  a  church. 
Instead,  I  am  always  open  to  the 
movement  of  the  Spirit  in  whatever 
setting  I  find  myself.  It  is  exciting  to 
me  that  when  God’s  people  gather  in  a 
body  that  the  Holy  Spirit  becomes  the 
unifying  and  challenging  force.  If  we 
come  to  Lafayette  with  openness  to 
God’s  Spirit  at  work  among  us,  we  will 
leave  there  with  our  direction  for  the 
coming  year  set  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  I 
can  hardly  wait  to  see  what  that  direc¬ 
tion  will  be! 

I  hope  you  had  a  great  celebration 
of  Pentecost  wherever  you  found  your¬ 
self  on  this  special  day.  And  I  pray  for 
a  true  Pentecost  at  Annual  Conference 
that  we,  the  people  known  as  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana,  will  be  the 
instruments  of  God  informed  and 
driven  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  place 
for  this  time  in  God’s  eternal  plan. 

May  your  journey  be  filled  with 
Spirited  joy  and  bountiful  peace. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Annual  Conference  2004  Meal  Changes 

The  Asbury  Alumni  Dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  Center 
(instead  of  the  conference  center  on  Friday  night). 

The  Order  of  St.  Luke  will  be  held  at  the  Conference  Center  (rather  than 
at  Don's  Seafood  Hut). 

The  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  luncheon,  previously  sched¬ 
uled  for  Wednesday  at  noon,  is  now  scheduled  for  Friday  at  noon. The 
venue  is  unchanged. 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  breakfast  will  be  held  Saturday,  June  12, 
7  a.m.at  Asbury  UMC  (this  has  been  added  to  the  schedule). 


Pyles  sees  successful  start  for  ashram  project 


Rev.  Jimmy  Pyles,  General  Secretary 
of  the  United  Christian  Ashrams 
International,  has  envisioned  both  one- 
day  and  multi-day  Ashrams  in  new  areas 
as  a  means  of  proclaiming  to  all  faiths 
and  to  the  entire  world  that  "Jesus  is 
Lord.” 

The  first  fulfillment  of  this  vision 
came  in  November,  2003  when  Pyles 
and  Rev.  Jon  Tellifero  initiated  the  New 
Beginnings  Christian  Ashram  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  DeRidder. 

The  event  was  so  successful  that 
plans  have  been  made  for  the  second 
annual  New  Beginnings  Christian 


Ashram  on  Sept.  24-26.  Dr.  Bill  Ury  has 
been  invited  to  serve  as  the  Bible 
teacher  and  Dr.  Alice  Rogers  from 
Atlanta,  Ga.  will  serve  as  the  evangelist. 

Tellifero  reminds  us  that  all  faiths, 
generations  and  nationalities  are  wel¬ 
come  to  particiate  in  the  ashram.  For 
further  information,  contact  Carol 
Harmon  at  (337)  463-4491,  by  e-mail  at 
fumcdrla@wnonline.net,  or  by  mail  to 
406  Shirley  St.,  DeRidder,  LA  70634. 

Information  on  other  scheduled 
ashrams  throughout  the  country  may  be 
obtained  by  visiting  the  website  at 
www.christianashram.org. 


Dead  Sea  Scrolls  to  be  exhibited  in  Houston 


The  Houston  Museum  of  Natural 
Science  will  host  “The  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls:  An  Exhibition  of  Biblical 
Proportions,”  Oct.  1-Jan.  2,  2005.  This 
will  be  an  historic  opportunity  to 
view  these  manuscripts  which  have  a 
profound  place  in  so  many  faiths. 

The  exhibition  was  developed  in 
collaboration  with  the  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  Foundation,  the  Israel 
Antiquities  Authority  and  the  Public 


Museum  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 
It  will  contain  fragments  from  12  of 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  over  80  archaeo¬ 
logical  artifacts  from  the  Qumran  site, 
models,  photo  murals,  video  presen¬ 
tations  and  other  components. 

There  will  also  be  a  section 
designed  to  enhance  a  child’s  per¬ 
spective.  For  more  information,  call 
(713)  639-4629  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.hmns.org. 
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GBGM  missionary  to  keynote  at  Handy  luncheon 


Karen  Johnson  Ujereh,  a  missionary 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  serve  as  keynote  speaker  for 
the  W.  T.  Handy  Luncheon  on  June  10  at 
12:15  p.m.  in  the  Cajun  and  Blues  rooms 
of  the  Lafayette  Convention  Center. 

Ujereh  is  assigned  along  with  her 
husband,  Sebastine,  to  Dakar,  Senegal 
where  she  serves  as  GBGM’s  Area 
Financial  Executive.  Through  her  office, 
die  GBGM  transmits  funds  to  colleague 
churches  in  the  area  for  programs  of  the 
Advance  Special,  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  and  Women’s 
Division.  Karen  also  handles  funds  from 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Europe, 
primarily  Switzerland,  Sweden,  Finland, 
Denmark  and  Germany. 

Reflecting  on  her  assignment,  Ujereh 
says,  “I  am  a  facilitator.  If  I  do  not  do  my 
job  properly,  that  affects  all  missionaries 
in  Senegal.  I  take  my  job  seriously 
because  I  believe  the  Lord  called  me 
because  of  my  organizational  skills.” 

“Senegal  is  an  initiative  of  the 
GBGM,”  she  explains.  “The  first  mission¬ 
aries  were  sent  to  Senegal  in  1995. 1  am 
excited  and  grateful  to  God  that  I  am 
able  to  be  a  small  part  of  a  great  begin¬ 


ning.  We  have  established  many  projects 
over  the  past  five  years  and  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  I  feel  a  part  of  all  of  them.” 

A  native  of  New  Orleans,  Ujereh  holds 
a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  account¬ 
ing  from  Southern  University  in  New 
Orleans.  Before  going  to  Senegal,  she 
served  as  Area  Financial  Executive  in 
Harare,  Zimbabwe  for  more  than  two 
years,  working  with  the  Zimbabwe 
Annual  Conference.  Prior  to  that,  she 
served  the  same  post  in  Lubumbashi, 
Zaire  (now  the  Democratic  Republic  of 
Congo),  working  with  the  North  Shaba 
and  Southern  Zaire  Conferences.  She 
was  head  of  the  accounting  and  finance 
department  and,  earlier,  a  lecturer  at 
Plateau  State  Polytechnic.  She  also  was 
an  accountant  for  the  First  Homestead 
Savings  and  Loan  Association. 

Karen  and  Sebastine,  a  native  of 
Nigeria,  have  three  children:  Jessica, 
born  in  New  Orleans,  and  Sebastine,  Jr. 
and  Laura,  who  were  both  born  in 
Nigeria.  Karen  is  a  lifelong  member  of 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans. 

Tickets  for  the  W.  T.  Handy  Luncheon 
can  be  obtained  upon  arrival  at  Annual 
Conference  for  a  cost  of  $8  per  person. 


Pyles  to  deliver  keynote  at  UMM  luncheon 


United  Methodist  Men  will  host  its 
annual  luncheon  on  June  10  at  12:15 
p.m.  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Rev. 
Jimmy  Pyles,  Ruston  District 
Superintendent.  Pyles  serves  as 
General  Secretary  of  United  Christian 
Ashrams,  International  and  has 


served  on  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

Tickets  for  the  luncheon  are  $10, 
and  can  be  obtained  from  any  UMM 
district  president.  Tickets  will  also  be 
sold  on  the  floor  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  Any  proceeds  will  go  to  the 
Bishop’s  Scholarship  Fund,  which 
benefits  persons  entering  ministry. 


UMM  to  conduct  prayer  services  at  Conference 


United  Methodist  Men  will  once 
again  conduct  morning  prayer  services 
at  annual  conference  running  June  10- 
12  at  6:30  a.m. 

Personal  testimonies  with  music  and 
singing  will  be  held  in  the  breezeway 
between  the  Convention  Center  and  the 
Cajundome. 

Speakers  will  be  United  Methodist 
Men  district  presidents. 

They  are:  Don  Price,  Acadiana 
District,  Thursday  morning;  Tony 
Childers,  New  Orleans  District,  Friday 
morning;  and  Joe  Bosch,  North  Shore 


District,  Saturday  morning. 

Music  will  be  conducted  by  Michael 
Miller,  a  singer/ songwriter  and  one  of 
the  contemporary  worship  leaders  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pineville,  La. 

Also  known  as  “mistermike,”  his  origi 
nal  music  is  at  the  top  of  the  Christian 
Rock  charts  on  SoundClick,  the  inter¬ 
net’s  foremost  artist  community. 

His  number  one  hit,  “I  Can  Testify,” 
has  been  heard  around  the  world.  You 
can  hear  “mistermike”  on  the  web  at 
www.soundclick.com/mistermike. 


First  UMC,  Shreveport,  breaks  ground  on  building 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  broke  ground  on  April  25 
following  the  morning  service  of  wor¬ 
ship  on  a  new  building  valued  at 
more  than  $5  five  million. 

The  new  facility,  when  completed 
in  June  of  2005,  will  house  the 
church’s  administrative  offices,  a 
church  library,  conference  and  semi¬ 
nar  rooms,  and  rooms  for  additional 
adult  Sunday  school  classes. 

Also  included  in  the  building  is  a 
youth  gathering  room,  a  prayer 
chapel,  areas  for  special  ministries 
and  a  large  multi-purpose  room  for 
the  day  care  program  and  for  dinners 


or  other  large  gatherings. 

The  building  will  be  connected  to 
all  of  the  other  buildings  on  the 
Church  campus  via  an  enclosed, 
above  the  ground,  hallway. 

The  cost  of  the  Building  was  fully 
subscribed  by  the  members  of  the 
congregation  in  a  campaign  in  2003. 

The  leadership  for  this  project 
include  Dr.  Pat  Day,  pastor;  Carter 
Rogers,  chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees; 
Judge  Eugene  Bryson,  chair  of  the 
Building  Committee;  Bud  Storer,  chair 
of  the  Church  Facility  Team;  Whitt 
Caruthers,  lay  leader  and  Haller 
Jackson,  III,  board  chair. 


June  6  is  'Peace  with  Justice  Sunday' 


On  June  6,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  celebrate  “Peace  with 
Justice  Sunday.”  The  funds  collected 
on  this  day  support  social  justice  ini¬ 
tiatives  throughout  the  connection, 
including  some  in  Louisiana.  One  of 
our  local  beneficiaries  is  the  Summer 
Leadership  Institute  in  New  Orleans, 
which  is  preparing  for  its  second  year 
of  operation. 

The  Summer  Leadership  Institute 
(SLI)  develops  youth  as  Christian 
leaders  in  the  community.  The  2003 
program  urged  participants  to 
explore  how  their  faith  calls  them  to 
act  for  social  justice.  During  the  pro¬ 
gram,  facilitators  taught  spiritual 
practices  and  communication  skills, 
encouraged  theological  reflection, 
and  educated  the  youth  about  the 
community.  The  teens  learned  lectio 
divina,  or  sacred  reading  of  scripture, 
had  an  opportunity  to  walk  a 
labyrinth,  journaled,  and  explored 
hospitality  as  a  spiritual  discipline. 
Professor  Joerg  Rieger  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  spoke 
with  the  youth  about  the  theology  of 
mission.  At  other  points,  they  learned 
about  housing  and  economic  issues 
from  ACT  organizers  and  a  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  Tulane/Xavier  National 
Center  for  the  Urban  Community. 

In  addition  to  classroom  training, 
the  SLI  teens  visited  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center,  the  Methodist 
Home  for  Children,  the  Salvation 
Army,  Habitat  for  Humanity,  Desire 
Street  Ministries,  Cafe  Reconcile,  and 
the  Feed  Jesus  program  of  St.  Joseph’s 
church.  At  most  of  these  locations, 

SLI  members  completed  work  proj¬ 
ects,  such  as  painting  a  room  in  a  day 
care  center,  laying  the  sub -flooring  of 
a  house,  or  cleaning  up  around  facili¬ 
ties.  But  the  youth  pushed  beyond 
these  typical  mission  experiences  to 
learn  about  the  vision  and  funding  of 
the  programs.  In  this  way  they  could 
reflect  on  how  the  ministries  sought 
to  bring  about  the  Kingdom  of  God 
in  New  Orleans.  The  SLI  youth  also 


developed  relationships  with  local 
teens,  especially  at  Desire  Street  and 
St.  Mark’s. 

The  2004  program  offers  new 
opportunities.  On  June  23,  Assistant 
General  Secretary  Neal  Christie  of 
The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  will  help  the  youth  under¬ 
stand  the  relationship  between  the 
needs  of  the  city  and  their  faith  life. 
The  teens  will  learn  how  ministries  in 
the  city  relate  to  the  social  justice 
advocacy  of  the  GBCS. 

SLI  participants  also  will  work 
with  mission  teams  from 
Youth  Works!,  a  national  mission 
organization.  Youth  Works!  will  bring 
almost  five  hundred  teens  to  New 
Orleans  this  summer.  SLI  youth  will 
encourage  these  visitors  to  see  the 
larger  implications  of  their  work. 
They’ll  promote  theological  reflection 
on  the  kingdom  building  impact  of 
mission  projects. 

SLI  has  received  its  primary  sup¬ 
port  from  The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  through  the 
Shared  Mission  Focus  on  Young 
People.  Additional  funding  came 
from  Mount  Zion  UMC,  All 
Congregations  Together  (ACT),  and 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC. 

Thanks  to  a  grant  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  the  program  will 
be  able  to  add  an  additional  partici¬ 
pant  this  year.  Nine  young  people 
will  receive  $1,250  stipends  for  then- 
work. 

A  grant  from  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  of  Louisiana  will  pay  for  a  ropes 
challenge  course  and  additional  facil¬ 
itators.  Finally,  the  support  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  will  provide  for  a  paid 
director  this  year.  Ms.  LaKeisha  Reed, 
a  seminary  student  at  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  will  oversee  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

If  you  are  interested  in  visiting  SLI, 
contact  Dr.  Cory  Sparks  at  corys- 
parks@email.com. 


Flooding,  from  page  1 


Day,  the  head  of  mission  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  a  statement  today. 
“The  loss  of  so  many  lives  in  the  floods 
sends  us  to  our  knees  in  prayers  for  the 
victims;  it  compels  us  quickly  to  offer 
material  assistance  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 

Rev.  Day  is  also  calling  for  prayers  in 
church  services  May  30.  He  also 
appealed  to  Annual  Conferences  in  ses¬ 
sion  in  June  to  receive  special  offerings 
to  support  relief  and  recovery  efforts. 


The  full  text  of  Rev.  Day’s  statement 
appears  below. 

United  Methodists  can  respond  in 
three  ways — through  their  prayers,  their 
gifts  through  their  local  churches  to  a 
new  emergency  Advance,  #410200, 
Dominican  Republic/ Haiti  Flood  Relief, 
and  their  contributions  of  health  kits 
and  layettes.  More  information  on 
requirements  for  kits  may  be  obtained 
by  calling  the  UMCOR  office  toll  free, 
(800)  554-8583. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  MINISTRIES 

Rayville  United  Methodist  Church  is  looking  for  a  Director  of  Program  Ministries, 
a  new  position  whichwill  oversee  Youth  Activities,  Educational  Ministries  and 
Senior  Adult  Ministries.  Interested  Persons  may  contact:  Rev.  Bob  Townsend, 
rayvilleumc@yahoo.com  or  (318)  728-4853  or  Mrs.  Dora  Fleath, 
heathdm@aol.com  or  (318)  728-3353. 
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Hospitality,  from  page  7 


Center  and  the  Cajundome.  Ken  Carville 
and  his  well  known  Cajun  band  will  play 
for  a  troup  of  dancers  performing  tradi¬ 
tional  Cajun  steps.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
bring  their  lunch  and  enjoy  the  enter¬ 
tainment,”  said  Tate. 

The  committee  is  also  excited  about 
the  scheduled  performance  of  Native 
American  dancers  from  Dulac,  who  will 
provide  gathering  music  and  dancing  for 
the  Thursday  evening  Awards  Banquet. 

Acadiana  District  Superintendent 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan  has  worked  hand  in 
hand  with  the  eight-member 
Host/Hospitality  Committee  from  its 
inception.”They  are  remarkably  enthusi¬ 
astic,  and  I’m  so  very  pleased  with  the 
results  of  their  hard  work.  The  commit¬ 
tee’s  excitement  about  this  event  is  con¬ 
tagious,  and  everything  they  have  done 
has  been  in  that  spirit  of  excitement. 
We’re  going  to  have  a  great  annual  con¬ 
ference,”  said  Lathan. 

Along  with  Tate,  committee  members 
include  Carolyn  Guilbeaux,  Ron  Sarver, 
Jane  Blackwell,  John  Vining,  Rev.Erica 
Jenkins,  Libby  Rickey,  Laura  Brown  and 
Rev.  Charles  Hill.  Each  of  the  pre-confer¬ 
ence  briefings,  held  in  every  district,  was 
attended  by  a  member  of  the  committee 
so  that  questions  could  be  answered  and 
local  information  handed  out  to  the  del¬ 
egates. 

A  poster  was  prepared  and  displayed, 


showing  the  lower  level  of  the  Lafayette 
Convention  Center  areas  to  give  dele¬ 
gates  an  idea  of  the  spaces  that  will  be 
used  at  annual  conference.  Also,  a  color- 
coded  parking  diagram  was  presented  to 
indicate  the  various  parking  areas, 
including  special  needs  parking. 

A  group  of  local  volunteers  will  be 
directing  delegates  as  they  arrive  to 
parking  areas  to  attend  annual  confer¬ 
ence. 

Greeters  from  local  Lafayette  church¬ 
es  will  also  be  welcoming  delegates  as 
they  arrive  on  Wednesday,  June  9. 
Volunteers  will  be  assisting  at  the  regis¬ 
tration  desk,  and  local  church 

Members  will  staff  an  Information 
Center  to  answer  questions  and  provide 
maps  from  the  Convention  Center  to 
local  United  Methodist  churches. 

The  committee  encourages  everyone 
to  visit  Vermillionville,  a  Cajun/Creole 
heritage  and  folklife  park.  “Visitors  may 
tour  the  park  during  their  evening  of  fel¬ 
lowship,”  Tate  said. 

“Working  on  this  project  has  renewed 
our  appreciation  for  the  hard  work  done 
by  the  folks  in  Shreveport  over  the  years. 
We  have  an  enthusiastic  group  who  has 
prepared  for  the  first  annual  conference 
in  Lafayette,  hoping  that  delegates  and 
visitors  will  truly  feel  The  Embrace  of 
God’  while  visiting  our  fair  city,”  said 
Tate. 


Church  joins  boycott  of  Taco  Bell 


PITTSBURGH  (UM NS)  —  United 
Methodists  have  officially  joined  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  Taco  Bell  restaurants. 

First  called  in  March  2001  by  the 
Florida-based  Coalition  of  Immokalee 
Workers,  the  consumer  boycott  is  in 
protest  of  Taco  Bell’s  refusal  to  address 
the  issue  of  alleged  worker  exploitation 
by  its  tomato  suppliers.  Other  religious 
endorsers  include  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (USA),  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  the  United  Church 
of  Christ,  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  boycott  petition,  submitted  by 
Methodists  Associated  Representing  the 
Cause  of  Hispanic  Americans  (MAR- 
CHA),  was  passed  May  1  without  debate 
by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  along  with  other  items  on  a 
consent  calendar. 

The  petition  said  that  Immokalee 
farm  workers  “earn  sub-poverty  wages 
for  picking  tomatoes  used  in  Taco  Bell 
food  products.  According  to  the 
Department  of  Labor,  their  average  wage 
(40  cents  per  32  pound  bucket)  has  not 
changed  in  more  than  20  years.”  Six  L’s 
Packing  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  U.S. 
tomato  growers,  has  been  cited  by  the 
coalition  in  particular  for  exploiting  its 
workers. 

Because  farm  workers  are  not  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  National  Labor  Relations  Act, 
they  also  are  routinely  denied  unem¬ 
ployment  and  workers’  compensation 
benefits. 

United  Methodists  will  remain  a  part 
of  the  boycott  until  Taco  Bell  “convenes 
serious  three-way  talks  between  the 
Coalition  of  Immokalee  Workers,  repre¬ 


sentatives  of  Taco  Bell  and  their  tomato 
supplies  to  address  exploitation  and 
slavery  in  the  fields.” 

Taco  Bell  also  must  help  raise  worker 
wages  by  increasing  the  per-pound  rate 
it  pays  for  tomatoes  and  work  with  coali¬ 
tion  and  tomato  industry  and  suppliers 
“to  establish  a  code  of  conduct  that 
would  ensure  workers’  fundamental 
labor  rights  by  defining  strict  wage  and 
working  condition  standards  required  of 
all  Taco  Bell  suppliers.” 

The  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops  is  called  to  consult  with  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  name  a  monitoring  commit¬ 
tee  to  assess  the  progress  of  negotiations 
between  the  workers’  coalition  and  Taco 
Bell.  That  committee  also  will  be 
empowered  to  recommend  an  end  to 
the  boycott  once  the  criteria  in  the  peti¬ 
tion  are  met. 

Denomination -wide  boycotts  are  rare 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  can 
only  be  approved  by  General 
Conference,  the  top  legislative  body.  The 
last  major  boycott,  endorsed  by  the  1988 
General  Conference,  was  against  Royal 
Dutch/ Shell  Oil,  related  to  its  connec¬ 
tions  to  the  apartheid  system  in  South 
Africa.  The  church  also  joined  a  boycott 
initiated  in  1977  against  the  Nestle 
Company  because  of  its  marketing  of 
infant  formula  to  developing  countries. 

A  factor  behind  the  boycott  has  been 
the  refusal  of  Taco  Bell  to  even  respond 
to  requests  for  discussions  about  the 
tomato  workers’  concerns.  The  National 
Council  of  Churches,  of  which  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  an  active 
member,  has  tried  to  engage  in  dialogue 
with  the  company  to  no  avail. 


Ruston  Round  Up 

Members  of  the  Ruston  District  gathered  April  22  at  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston  for  "The  Grand  Finale/' celebrating  the  district's  history  at 
"The  Ruston  Round-Up."  In  keeping  with  the  theme,  the  event  featured  casual 
and  country  dress,  and,  of  course,  music,  great  food  and  fellowship. 
Organizers  also  took  an  offering  for  the  Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund. 
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Laundromat  ministry  reaches  out 
to  meet  community's  'marginals' 


ARLINGTON,  Texas  (UMNS)  —  Some 
Laundromat  customers  in  Arlington  are 
a  bit  wary  when  approached  by  a 
stranger  who  offers  toys  for  children  and 
free  food. 

But  they  warm  up  quickly  when  they 
learn  that  Ron  McLeroy  is  part  of  a  street 
ministry  that  takes  Bible  lessons  to 
unusual  places. 

“They  pretty  much  open  up  to  you 
quickly,”  says  McLeroy,  who  drops  in  at 
coin  laundries  on  their  busiest  days, 
Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

“It’s  good  for  the  church  to  reach  out 
past  its  doors  into  the  community,”  he 
says.  “Basically,  it’s  taking  Sunday 
school  to  the  streets.” 

McLeroy  is  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Arlington  Urban 
Ministries  program.  The  Laundromat 
ministry  began  in  1997.  McLeroy  took 
over  the  visits  two  years  ago. 

“We  were  trying  to  figure  out  how  to 
build  better  relationships  with  the  kids 
on  the  poorer  side  of  town,”  he  says.  “We 
came  up  with  some  different  ideas  of 
how  to  meet  children. 

“You  run  into  a  lot  of  homeless  peo¬ 
ple  around  the  Laundromats,  too,”  he 
adds. 

Arlington  is  a  melting  pot  of  cultures, 
serving  as  home  to  Hispanics, 
Vietnamese,  Iraqis,  and  people  from 
Africa  and  other  parts  of  die  world. 
Located  midway  between  Baltes  and 
Fort  Worth,  Arlington  also  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  largest  city  in  the 
country  without  a  public  transit  system. 
As  a  result,  many  of  the  city’s  economi¬ 
cally  disadvantaged  residents  do  not 
have  transportation  to  church. 

They  do,  however,  walk  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds  to  the  city’s  Laundromats,  often 
widi  children  in  tow. 


McLeroy,  also  known  as  Mr.  Mac  — 
it’s  easier  for  kids  to  pronounce  —  sup¬ 
ports  his  ministry  by  working  at  a  con¬ 
venience  store.  He  is  a  probationary  dea¬ 
con  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
got  the  call  to  help  children  while  work¬ 
ing  as  a  substitute  school  teacher. 

“Those  are  the  ones  that  Christ  talks 
about  that  the  church  is  to  reach,  the 
poor  and  the  needy,”  he  says.  "And  I  truly 
believe  that  we  have  to  go  outside  the 
church  to  do  that.” 

During  his  Laundromat  visits, 
McLeroy  gives  away  fruit,  candy  and 
cookies,  as  well  as  grab  bags  with  toys 
for  children.  During  recent  trips,  he 
passed  out  detergent  and  Easter  baskets. 
He  also  hands  out  Bibles  written  in  both 
English  and  Spanish.  Area  churches 
donate  the  gifts. 

After  he  offers  the  food  and  toys,  he 
gathers  the  children  in  the  Laundromat 
for  a  quick  Sunday  school  lesson.  He 
carries  a  felt  board  with  figures  to  illus¬ 
trate  the  story  of  Jonah  and  the  whale. 
Using  other  teaching  aids,  he  offers  a  60- 
second  Bible  lesson  to  adults. 

“These  are  the  people  that  I  think  are 
called  ‘marginals,’  that’s  the  big  term  for 
them,”  he  says. 

“But  I  look  at  them  as  the  disenfran¬ 
chised,  the  ones  that  are  separated  from 
our  communities,  that  are  pretty  much 
left  out.  They’re  like  aliens  in  a  foreign 
land.  — 

“I  feel  really  blessed  to  be  able  to  help 
them,  to  let  them  know  they  are  a  decent 
human  being,  and  their  lives  are  as 
important  to  God  as  my  life  is,”  he  says. 

McLeroy’s  Laundromat  visits  often 
draw  surprised  reactions. 

“I’m  still  kind  of  in  shock  over  it,”  says 
Arlington  resident  Yolonda  Mathews. 
“Twenty  minutes  before  that,  there  were 


Ron  McLeroy  uses  candy,  toys  and  the  Bible  to  reach  out  to  children  at  Laundromats  in 
Arlington,  Texas.  A  UMNS  photo  by  John  Gordon. 


people  in  here  wanting  money  for  food. 
And  then  right  after  that,  someone 
comes  in  and  hands  out  food.” 

More  than  300,000  people  live  in 
Arlington.  According  to  the  Census 
Bureau,  nearly  10  percent  of  them  are 
below  the  poverty  level. 

Arlington  Urban  Ministries  was  start¬ 
ed  by  First  United  Methodist  Church 
and  became  an  independent,  non-profit 
corporation  three  years  ago.  The  Rev. 
Suzi  Boeglin,  an  elder  in  the  Central 
Texas  Annual  (regional)  Conference, 
heads  the  program. 

Besides  the  Laundromat  ministry, 
Arlington  Urban  Ministries  offers  finan¬ 
cial  help  to  families  having  trouble  pay¬ 
ing  their  rent  and  utility  bills  or  buying 
groceries. 

“We  help  people  in  times  of  crisis," 
Boeglin  says.  “I  was  an  associate  pastor, 
and  we  were  constandy  dealing  with 
people  who  needed  money  for  rent, 


food,  that  kind  of  thing.  It  just  kind  of 
evolved  into  that  kind  of  ministry 
because  the  need  is  so  great.” 

Arlington  Urban  Ministries  also  offers 
pastoral  counseling  and  crisis  interven¬ 
tion  for  families. 

“Sometimes  it  works.  Sometimes  peo¬ 
ple  are  chronic,”  Boeglin  says.  “We  have 
some  success  stories.  “ 

Success  can  be  seen  on  the  smiling 
faces  of  children  as  they  receive  toys  and 
treats  from  McLeroy,  and  as  they  take  in 
a  Sunday  school  lesson  outside  the 
doors  of  the  nearest  church. 

McLeroy  says  his  message  is  one  of 
equality. 

“I  think  it’s  important  that  we  make 
people  feel  wanted,”  he  says.  “People  on 
the  street  sometimes,  I  think,  feel  like 
they’re  not  included  in  the  rest  of  the 
community.  And  (the  program)  makes 
them  feel  as  important  as  everybody 
else.” 


Church  provides  source  of  hope  for  struggling  residents  of  Liberia 


(UMNS) — When  Liberian  Bishop 
John  Innis  arrives  at  work  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  hundreds  of  people  are  waiting  for 
him.  And  at  the  end  of  the  day,  another 
50  or  so  people  await  him  at  his  home  in 
Monrovia,  Liberia’s  capital. 

The  lines  of  people  need  help  with 
rent,  hospital  bills,  school  costs.  Their 
presence  at  the  bishop’s  doorstep 
reflects  the  tremendous  need  that 
Liberians  have  for  help  from  any  source 
following  the  devastation  of  civil  war. 

“Things  have  completely  broken 
down  through  14  years  of  civil  war,”  he 
said  in  a  May  interview,  during  a  stop  at 
United  Methodist  Communications  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Since  the  war’s  end  last  summer,  Innis 
has  led  efforts  to  rebuild  his  west  African 
country. 

His  work  has  included  making  fre¬ 
quent  trips  abroad,  particularly  to  the 
United  States,  to  raise  funds  and  to  pub¬ 
licize  the  plight  -  and  hope  -  of 
Liberians. 

“The  church  is  alive  in  Liberia,  and 
we  just  want  to  praise  God  for  that,”  he 
said.  “The  presence  of  Jesus  is  felt.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Liberia  has  168,300  members  in  about 


700  local  churches,  he  said.  The  church 
fills  vital  roles  not  only  in  ministering  to 
souls  but  also  in  providing  education  - 
the  church  has  121  schools,  ranging 
from  elementary  schools  to  a  university  - 
agricultural  programs  and  health  care 
services. 

“Liberia  would  not  have  survived  had 
it  not  been  for  fire  church,”  he  said.  “It  is 
a  source  of  hope.” 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  assisting  with  staff  and  grant 
money.  Congregations  throughout  the 
connection  also  are  providing  funds  and 
other  support. 

Innis  cited  several  positive  signs, 
including: 

The  reopening  of  Ganta  Hospital, 
which  was  burned  down  by  rebel  forces 
last  year. 

Though  much  work  remains  in 
rebuilding  the  hospital,  Ganta  is  once 
again  providing  health  care  services.  The 
church  is  considering  building  a  new 
hospital,  and  Innis  also  sees  a  need  for 
recruiting  and  training  more  doctors  and 
nurses. 

A  fast-growing  university,  which  cur¬ 
rently  serves  1 ,000  students  from 
Liberia,  Guinea  and  Cote  d’Ivoire. 


United  Methodist  University,  established 
in  1998  in  Monrovia,  had  its  first  com¬ 
mencement  convocation  last  February, 
when  98  students  received  degrees. 

The  establishment  of  a  counseling 
program  that  is  helping  child  soldiers 
overcome  the  trauma  of  war  and  re¬ 
enter  society. 

The  church  also  is  working  with  the 
United  Nations  on  demobilizing  and  dis¬ 
arming  rebel  soldiers  as  the  country 
continues  moving  toward  peace. 

The  growth  of  the  Liberia  United 
Methodist  Empowerment  Foundation, 
aimed  at  supporting  the  church’s  work. 
As  of  February,  die  foundation  had 
received  more  than  $100,000. 

The  fund’s  investments  are  handled 
by  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  in 
Evanston,  Ill. 

The  construction  of  a  tower  for  a 
radio  station  to  help  the  church  spread 
the  Gospel. 

Much  work  remains,  however,  as  the 
Liberia  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
rebuilds  local  churches,  schools,  mission 
stations,  parsonages. 

Condnuing  help  is  needed  in  die 
form  of  building  materials,  medicine 
and  health  care  equipment,  computers, 


agricultural  tools,  school  supplies. 

Innis  said  the  conference’s  900  pas¬ 
tors  -  most  of  whom  draw  extremely  low 
incomes  -  need  more  support  in  salary 
and  materials. 

The  church  also  needs  communica¬ 
tions  help;  staying  in  touch  with  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  is  difficult  due  to 
the  lack  of  infrastructure. 

The  bishop  said  he  was  glad  to  see 
the  denomination’s  top  legislative  body, 
the  General  Conference,  approve  a  holis¬ 
tic  strategy  for  doing  ministry  in  Africa, 
even  though  no  specific  funding  was 
provided. 

Contributions  to  the  work  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
in  Liberia  can  be  made  to  UMCOR 
Advance  No.  150300,  Liberia  Emergency. 
Checks  can  be  placed  in  church  collec¬ 
tion  plates  or  mailed  to  the  agency  at 
475  Riverside  Dr.,  Room  330,  New  York, 
NY  10115. 

Credit-card  donations  can  be  made 
by  calling  toll  free  (800)  554-8583. 

Details  on  the  Liberian  foundation 
and  other  ministries  are  available  at 
http://gbgm-umc.org/advance,  the  Web 
site  of  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 
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Bishops  call  for  U.N.  role  in  ending  Iraq  war 


Saying  the  increasing  civilian  and 
military  death  toll  in  Iraq  “grieves  the 
heart  of  God,"  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  today 
called  for  a  greater  role  for  the  United 
Nations  in  ending  the  war  and  putting 
the  country  on  a  course  for  stability. 

Bishops  of  the  11.4  million-member 
denomination  issued  their  statement  on 
the  situation  in  Iraq  just  days  after  the 
denomination’s  quadrennial  General 
Conference  in  Pittsburgh.  The  bishops 
held  a  special  meeting  in  Pittsburgh  to 
consider  a  response  to  the  violence  in 
Iraq. 

Citing  the  recent  “gross  violations  of 
human  rights  of  Iraqi  prisoners  of  war,” 
a  lack  of  verification  of  weapons  of  mass 
destruction,  and  a  connection  between 
A1  Qaeda  and  the  former  Iraqi  govern¬ 
ment,  the  bishops  urged  the  Bush 
administration  to  request  the  United 
Nations  become  involved  in  the  transi¬ 
tion  process  to  a  new  Iraqi  government. 
They  asked  the  U.N.  to  establish  a  “legit¬ 
imate  transitional  government...  to 
maintain  the  peace  and  safeguard  sus¬ 
tainable  development  efforts." 

In  concluding  their  resolution,  the 
bishops  urged  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  world  to  “pray  for  a  new 
era  of  peace  and  to  advocate  for  public 
policies  that  promote  justice,  life,  and 
reconciliation  among  adversaries.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  consists  of  68 
active  bishops  in  the  U.S.,  Africa, 

Europe,  and  the  Philippines. 

The  Council’s  full  resolution  follows: 

Whereas,  the  prophet  Micah  reminds 
us  that  God  “shall  judge  between 
manypeoples,  and  shall  arbitrate  strong 
nations  far  away,”  and  calls  nations  to 
“beat  their  swords  into  plowshares,  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks,”  that 
nations  will  no  longer  “lift  up  sword 
against  nation,  and  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more”  (Micah  4:3);  and 
Whereas,  The  Book  of  Discipline  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  states  that  “we 


deplore  war”  and  “urge  peaceful  setde- 
ment  of  all  disputes”  (Para.  164G,  The 
Book  of  Discipline  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  2000);  and,  Whereas, 
the  continuing  loss  of  Iraqi  civilian  lives, 
especially  children,  and  the  increasing 
deadi  toll  among  United  States,  coalition 
military  and  civilian  personnel  in  Iraq 
grieves  the  heart  of  God;  and,  Whereas, 
the  premises  advanced  by  the  United 
States  government  for  engaging  in  this 
war,  namely,  the  presumption  of 
weapons  of  mass  destruction  and 
alleged  connection  between  A1  Qaeda 
and  Iraq  have  not  been  verified;  and, 
Whereas,  the  cycle  of  violence  in  which 
the  United  States  is  engaged  has  created 
a  context  for  the  denigration  of  human 
dignity  and  gross  violations  of  human 
rights  of  Iraqi  prisoners  of  war; 
Therefore,  The  Council  of  Bishops  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church: 

1 .  Laments  the  continued  warfare  by 
the  United  States  and  coalition  forces. 

2.  Prays  for  military  personnel  and 
their  families  who  have  sacrificed  as  a 
result  of  this  war  and  for  a  swift  end  to 
the  destruction  and  violence  raging  in 
Iraq. 

3.  Asks  the  United  States  government 
to  request  that  the  United  Nations 
become  involved  in  the  transition 
process  to  a  new  Iraqi  government. 

4.  Requests  the  United  Nations  to 
establish  a  legitimate  transitional  gov¬ 
ernment  of  Iraq  to  maintain  the  peace 
and  safeguard  sustainable  development 
efforts. 

5.  Calls  for  the  rebuilding  of  Iraq  and 
other  nations  in  the  Middle  East  through 
a  multinational  development  plan  that 
honors  the  participation  of  the  peoples 
of  the  region  and  gives  them  hope  for 
the  future. 

6.  Invites  United  Methodists  through¬ 
out  the  world  to  pray  for  a  new  era  of 
peace  and  to  advocate  for  public  policies 
that  promote  justice,  life,  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion  among  adversaries. 


'Open  Hearts'  message  approved  through  2008 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  share  its  “Open 
Hearts.  Open  Minds.  Open  Doors.”  mes¬ 
sages  with  a  wider  audience  in  2005-08. 
But  it  will  have  to  do  so  with  less  money 
than  proposed. 

Delegates  to  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  top  legislative  body,  over¬ 
whelmingly  approved  May  5  a  proposal 
from  United  Methodist 
Communications  to  expand  its  success¬ 
ful  media  effort.  The  vote  paved  the  way 
for  the  denomination’s  communications 
agency  to  add  18  weeks  of  additional  air¬ 
ings  of  denominational  TV  advertising  to 
its  established  schedule  and  to  develop  a 
youth  component. 

However,  the  amount  of  funding 
made  available  for  the  core  TV  advertis¬ 
ing  was  reduced  from  a  proposed  $33.5 
million  to  $22  million.  Proponents  of  the 
increased  airings  argued  that  inflation 
had  significandy  reduced  the  amount  of 
time  that  can  be  bought  with  the  funds. 

The  youth  strategy  survived  with  its 
proposed  $5.4  million  funding  intact.  A 
proposal  to  reduce  the  amount  to  $3 
million  in  view  of  tight  finances  was  nar¬ 
rowly  defeated  by  a  vote  of  488-440. 


All  requests  for  funds  will  be  reviewed 
by  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  That  fiscal  agency  will 
present  its  budget  recommendations  for 
all  general  church  funds  to  the  May  8 
closing  plenary  session  for  final  action. 

Delegates  also  defeated  a  proposed 
amendment  that  would  have  allowed 
shifting  funds  among  the  youth  strategy, 
an  expanded  core  program  of  television 
advertising  and  a  communications  ini¬ 
tiative  in  churches  outside  the  United 
States. 

Sue  Mullins,  Corwith,  Iowa,  proposed 
an  amendment  specifying  that  no 
approved  funds  “will  be  used  to  promote 
the  slogan  ‘Open  Hearts.  Open  Minds. 
Open  Doors.’” 

Arguing  against  the  amendment, 

Mike  McCurry,  a  first-time  delegate  from 
the  Baltimore-Washington  Annual 
(regional)  Conference,  and  former  White 
House  press  secretary,  said,  “No  one  sin¬ 
gle  issue  defines  open-mindedness;  no 
single  painful  controversy  can  break  an 
open  heart.” 

The  slogan,  he  said,  serves  to  “remind 
the  world  who  we  United  Methodists  are 
and  who  we  can  be.” 


Black  Church  initiative  voted  to  continue 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)— African- 
American  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  will  continue  to  be  strengthened 
and  revitalized  for  mission  and  min¬ 
istry  for  another  four  years. 

Delegates  to  the  2004  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  decided  that  May  5  as  they 
approved  continuation  of  the 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for 
the  21st  Century  (SBC21)  initiative. 
They  also  approved  creation  of  an 
African-American  Methodist 
Heritage  Center. 

The  $2.2  million  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  initiative  was  first 
enacted  by  the  1996  General 
Conference  and  continued  by  the 
2000  session  as  a  major  program  ini¬ 
tiative  of  the  denomination.  Its  goal 
is  to  link  growing  U.S.  congregations 
with  partner  churches  and  to  revital¬ 
ize  the  more  than  2,500  African- 
American  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations. 

SBC21  offers  the  denomination  a 
model  of  enabling  vibrant,  growing 
congregations  to  share  their  experi¬ 
ences  and  learnings  with  other 
churches  that  seek  growth,  vitality 
and  transformation. 

Delegates  continued  the  initiative 
after  learning  that  the  task  of  restor¬ 
ing,  reconstructing,  redeeming,  rec¬ 
onciling,  revitalizing  and  renewing 
churches  for  mission  and  ministry 
has  not  been  completed. 

According  the  legislation,  new 
emphases  for  2005-2008  will  include 
looking  for  a  solution  to  the  exodus 
of  youth  and  young  adults  from 
African-American  churches  and 
developing  program  and  relation¬ 
ships  with  congregations  of  African 
descent  in  central  conferences  and 
other  nations  of  the  global  commu¬ 
nity.  The  initiative  also  will  develop 
curricula  for  training  churches  for 
ministry  in  the  the  communities  in 
which  they  work  and  produce 
resources  for  health  care,  HIV/AIDS 
and  other  special  needs. 

“The  mission  of  SBC21  is  to  make 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ,”  said  the 
Rev.  Tyrone  Gordon  of  Dallas,  before 
the  vote  to  continue  the  initiative  was 
enacted.  He  told  the  top  legislative 
assembly  that  SBC21  has  “breathed 
new  life  into  many  churches”  and  “is 
a  witness  that  God  can  bring  life  out 
of  death,  hope  out  of  despair,  victory 
out  of  defeat.” 

In  other  actions,  the  delegates  also 
approved  an  African  American 
Methodist  Heritage  Center  that 
would  become  a  central  depository 


of  black  Methodist  history.  The  cen¬ 
ter,  proposed  two  years  ago  at  a 
national  meeting  of  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal,  will  collect  the 
history,  memories  and  stories  of 
those  of  African  descent  who  have 
been  a  part  of  Methodism  since  its 
inception  in  the  mid- 18th  century 
and  those  of  African  descent  who 
have  stayed  throughout  Methodism’s 
history,  said  the  approved  legislation. 

Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  initiated  plans  for  the  her¬ 
itage  center  in  consultation  with  the 
United  Methodist  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History.  As  delegates 
approved  the  center,  they  established 
an  endowment  fund  through  the 
United  Methodist  Church 
Foundation.  Until  a  permanent  facili¬ 
ty  is  built  at  one  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  historically  black  colleges  or 
universities,  the  center  will  be 
housed  at  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
at  Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J. 

According  to  an  article  in  the  May 
6  edition  of  the  General  Conference’s 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  the  center 
anticipates  linking,  through  Web  sites 
and  special  programs,  with  historic 
institutions  such  as  Gulfside 
Assembly  in  Waveland,  Miss.,  and 
churches  such  as  Mother  African 
Zoar  United  Methodist  in 
Philadelphia. 

Delegates  also  were  made  aware 
of  an  Aug.  27-29  reunion  in  Adanta  of 
Methodists  who  were  a  part  of  the 
denomination’s  former  segregated 
Central  Jurisdiction. 

Between  1939  and  1968,  the 
Methodist  Church  operated  the 
Central  Jurisdiction,  a  racially  segre¬ 
gated,  nongeographical  jurisdiction 
for  African-American  churches  in  the 
denomination. 

The  jurisdiction  was  created  as  a 
compromise  on  the  issue  of  race 
when  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South  and  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church  merged  in  1939  to 
create  the  Methodist  Church.  When 
the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
created  in  1968  with  the  union  of  the 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  denominations,  the  Central 
Jurisdiction  was  eliminated.  The 
jurisdiction’s  churches,  clergy  and 
bishops  were  assigned  to  the  five 
geographic  jurisdictions. 

Today,  there  are  423,456  African- 
American  U.S.  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  including 
14  bishops. 


General  Conference  approves  Global  AIDS  Fund 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)— A  special 
United  Methodist  Global  AIDS  Fund 
gained  approval  May  5  from  the  2004 
General  Conference. 

The  plan  calls  for  $3  million  to  be 
raised  through  apportionments  and  a 
matching  fund  of  $5  million  to  be  raised 
through  Advance  gifts. 

In  a  news  briefing  on  April  30,  the 
Rev.  Donald  Messer,  Denver,  Colo.,  said 
it  was  time  for  the  church  “to  put  its 


money  where  its  mouth  is”  to  help 
awaken  the  world  to  the  horrors  of  the 
global  HIV/AIDS  pandemic.  Messer  is 
author  of  Breaking  the  Conspiracy  of 
Silence:  Christian  Churches  and  the 
Global  AIDS  Crisis, 

Messer  said  the  Global  AIDS  Fund 
will  help  strengthen  programs  already  in 
place  in  the  church  and  to  expand  those 
programs  to  include  partner  churches 
and  agencies. 
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Fiscal  agency  approves  $60  million  budget 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  —  Delegates 
to  the  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  engaged  in  several  parlia¬ 
mentary  gymnastic  maneuvers  before 
finally  approving  the  four-year,  $612.5 
million  budget  proposed  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  fiscal  agency. 

Delegates  spent  more  than  three 
hours  on  May  7,  the  final  day  of  their  10- 
day  legislative  gathering,  debating  the 
amount  local  churches  would  be  able  to 
contribute  for  worldwide  ministries. 

The  final  budget  figure  represents  a 
12.2  percent  increase  over  the  2001-04 
budget  for  churchwide  ministries.  A 
motion  to  reduce  that  increase  to  a  10 
percent  increase  was  first  approved  by 
the  body.  It  was  later  reconsidered  and, 
after  a  series  of  other  motions,  the 
assembly  finally  approved  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
proposal  of  $612.5  million. 

That  total  will  be  apportioned  to  each 
of  the  63  U.S.  annual  conferences.  The 
amount  each  conference  is  assessed  is 
based  on  the  conferences  net  expendi¬ 
tures,  regional  factors  including  per 
capita  income,  and  church  attendance. 

Each  of  those  conferences,  or  region¬ 
al  units,  decides  upon  ways  to  request 
fair-share  amounts  from  the  34,780  local 
United  Methodist  churches.  The 
requested  amounts  are  based  on  several 
factors  including  church  budgets  and 
membership.  Less  than  4  percent  of 
local  church  receipts  support  general 
church  funds. 

Delegates  referred  a  series  of  budget 
proposals  to  the  financial  agency  and  a 
financial  administration  committee 
composed  of  General  Conference  mem¬ 
bers. 

Those  referrals  added  up  to  $61.34 
million  more  than  had  been  budgeted 
by  the  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  before  the  meeting. 

The  council  proposed  and  delegates 
agreed  to  the  following  actions  for  the 
2005-08  quadrennium: 

A  request  for  $2.3  million  for  commu¬ 
nication  efforts  in  conferences  outside 
the  United  States  was  reduced  to  $1  mil¬ 
lion. 

A  request  for  $33.5  million  for  a 
media  campaign  was  reduced  by  a  leg¬ 
islative  committee  to  $22  million  and 
increased  by  the  Council  on  Finance  and 


Administration  to  $25  million. 

A  request  for  $5.4  million  for  a  media 
campaign  aimed  at  youth  was  reduced 
to  $500,000. 

A  request  for  $1.84  million  additional 
funding  for  a  new  Division  on  Ministry 
with  Young  People  was  reduced  to  $1 .6 
million,  with  $4.73  million  coming 
through  other  channels. 

A  request  for  $977,572  for  the 
National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center  was  reduced  to 
$232,000,  to  be  used  for  merging  with 
another  existing  Native  American  min¬ 
istry. 

A  request  for  $2.27  million  for  the 
“Strengthening  the  Black  Church"  initia¬ 
tive  was  reduced  to  $2.1  million. 

A  request  for  $1.32  million  for  holistic 
strategies  on  Africa,  Latin  America  and 
the  Caribbean  was  eliminated,  noting 
that  funds  are  available  through  the 
denomination’s  mission  agency. 

A  request  for  $10  million  for  a  global 
education  fund  was  reduced  by  a  legisla¬ 
tive  committee  to  $4  million,  and  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
eliminated  the  fund  as  an  apportion¬ 
ment  item  and  called  the  group  to  use 
one  of  the  denomination’s  voluntary  giv¬ 
ing  plans. 

A  request  for  $4  million  for  a  global 
AIDS  fund  was  eliminated  as  an  appor¬ 
tioned  item,  and  fund  supporters  were 
encouraged  to  expand  their  use  of  one 
of  the  church’s  voluntary  giving  chan¬ 
nels. 

A  request  for  $425,000  for  town  and 
country  ministries  was  eliminated  as  an 
apportioned  item;  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  noted  the 
denomination’s  mission  agency  has 
$620,000  to  fund  this  ministry. 

Other  quadrennial  financial  goals 
established  by  General  Conference: 

World  Service  Fund  (supports  min¬ 
istries  of  all  general  agencies),  $323.5 
million; 

Ministerial  Education  Fund,  $113.1 
million; 

Black  College  Fund,  $45.1  million; 

Africa  University,  $10.1  million; 

Episcopal  Fund,  $83.5  million; 

General  Administration,  $28.3  mil¬ 
lion;  and 

Interdenominational  Cooperation 
Fund,  $8.8  million. 


Conference  approves  Holy  Communion  document 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)  —  What  do 
United  Methodists  want  from  Holy 
Communion? 

The  answer  to  that  question,  and  to 
many  others  about  the  ritual  and  theolo¬ 
gy  of  Holy  Communion,  is  found  in 
“This  Holy  Mystery:  A  United  Methodist 
Understanding  of  Holy  Communion,” 
approved  May  7  as  the  denomination’s 
official,  interpretive  statement  on  the 
sacrament. 

The  document,  the  product  of  a  19- 
member  task  force  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship,  is  also 
intended  to  help  the  church  be  in  accord 
with  ecumenical  movements  in  sacra¬ 
mental  theology  and  practice. 

The  16-page  paper  clarifies  United 
Methodist  Holy  Communion  tradition, 
theology  and  practice  for  local  churches. 

Delegates  approved  a  resolution 


requesting  the  development  of  teaching 
resources  that  could  be  used  with  the 
document,  and  that  churchwide  agen¬ 
cies  provide  print  and  electronic 
resources  for  United  Methodists  on  cele¬ 
brating  the  Eucharist. 

The  church  also  recommended  “This 
Holy  Mystery”  as  a  resource  for  congre¬ 
gations  to  use  with  the  communion 
services  in  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  and  the  United  Methodist  Book 
ofWorship. 

The  resource  emphasizes  that  when 
people  come  to  the  table,  they  are  not 
simply  remembering  something  Jesus 
did  2,000  years  ago,  said  the  Rev.  Gayle 
Felton,  author  of  the  document. 

“When  we  come,”  she  said,  “we 
encounter  and  experience  something 
that  is  happening  then  and  there.  We  are 
not  exercising  recall.” 


'Connectional  Table' to  guide  general  agencies 


PITTSBURGH  (UMNS)— The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  decid¬ 
ed  to  create  a  “Connectional  Table”  to 
guide  the  work  of  the  denomination’s 
general  agencies. 

The  Connectional  Table  that  was 
approved  May  5  by  delegates  to  the 
church’s  General  Conference  is  sub¬ 
stantially  different  from  the  model 
proposed  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  legislative  committee  that 
processed  the  Council  on  Ministries 
proposal  essentially  set  that  plan 
aside  and  came  up  with  an  alternate 
Connectional  Table  that  is  smaller 
and,  according  to  proponents  of  the 
new  model,  less  costly. 

Delegates  in  the  full  assembly 
voted  to  adopt  the  General 
Administration  Committee’s  proposal 
and  not  that  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries. 

The  new  Connectional  Table  will 
begin  operating  next  Jan.  1  —  two 
years  sooner  than  the  date  in  the 
Council  on  Ministries’  proposal.  The 
Council  on  Ministries  will  go  out  of 
existence  at  the  end  of  a  transition 
period. 

The  table  will  have  47  members, 
compared  with  about  130  in  the 
council’s  proposal. 

The  Rev.  Deborah  McLeod, 

Florida,  who  presented  the  successful 
proposal,  said  the  new  table  would  be 
holistic,  collaborative,  diverse  and 
functional.  “It’s  a  small  table,  and  it 
will  work.” 

The  General  Administration 
Committee’s  goal  was  not  to  create  a 
new  general  agency,  she  said.  “We  do 
not  see  this  as  one  giant  super 
agency.  It  is  a  place  for  collaboration, 
conversation  and  decision.” 

Bishop  Edward  Paup,  president  of 
the  Council  of  Ministries,  urged  the 
delegates  to  adopt  the  original  pro¬ 
posal,  known  as  “Living  Into  the 
Future.”  “We  have  believed  through 
this  process  that  there  is  a  disconnect 
at  the  general  church  level,  especially 
between  decisions  made  about  our 
resources,  our  money,  and  decisions 
made  about  our  ministry  and  mis¬ 
sion.” 

The  “Living  Into  the  Future”  plan 
would  have  combined  the  functions 
of  the  Council  on  Ministries  and  the 
Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  bringing  mission  and 
money  to  the  same  table,  and  both 
agencies  would  have  gone  out  of  exis¬ 
tence. 

Paup  said  the  other  proposal  "does 
not  connect  the  connection.” 

Under  the  successful  proposal,  the 
Council  on  Finance  and 


Administration  will  remain  intact. 

The  new  table’s  members  will  con¬ 
sist  of: 

28  people  elected  through  jurisdic¬ 
tional  and  central  conferences.  One 
will  come  from  each  of  the  seven  cen¬ 
tral  conferences  —  regional  units  of 
the  church  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Europe 
—  and  a  total  of  21  will  come  from 
the  five  U.S.  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences.  The  jurisdictional  members 
are  to  represent  the  proportionate 
membership  of  each  jurisdiction 
based  on  combined  clergy  and  lay 
membership. 

An  “effective  bishop,”  selected  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  bishop 
will  be  the  chairperson  of  the  table. 

The  presidents  of  most  of  the 
church’s  general  agencies:  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race,  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  ofWomen,  Commission  on 
United  Methodist  Men,  Commission 
on  Communications,  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History,  and  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

One  youth  and  one  young  adult 
from  the  new  Division  on  Ministries 
with  Young  People. 

A  member  from  each  of  the 
denomination’s  racial-ethnic  caucus¬ 
es. 

The  general  secretaries  of  the 
agencies  named  above,  as  well  as  the 
general  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits  and  the 
president  and  publisher  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  The 
general  secretaries  and  Publishing 
House  president  will  have  voice  but 
not  vote. 

The  new  table  is  to  be  half  laity, 
half  clergy;  half  female,  half  male;  not 
less  than  30  percent  members  of 
racial-ethnic  minority  groups 
(excluding  central  conference  mem¬ 
bers)  and  at  least  10  percent  youth 
and  young  adults. 

The  Connectional  Table  will  deter¬ 
mine  its  own  internal  structure  and 
staff  needs. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has 
undertaken  a  series  of  studies  on 
restructuring  over  the  years. 

The  2000  General  Conference 
directed  the  Council  on  Ministries  to 
take  five  “transformation  directions” 
from  a  previous  study,  work  on  them 
and  report  back  in  2004.  The  council’s 
primary  focus  during  the  past  four 
years  was  on  developing  the  "Living 
Into  the  Future"  proposal. 


Ecumenical  breakfast  to  be  held  at  Asbury  UMC 


The  Most  Reverend  Michael  Jarrell 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Ecumenical  Prayer  Breakfast,  Sat., 
June  12  at  7  a.m.  at  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  101  Live  Oak 
Boulevard  (off  Johnston  Street)  in 
Lafayette. 


Jarrell  is  bishop  of  the  Diocese  of 
Lafayette  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Tickets  are  $10  person. 

They  may  be  obtained  by  contact¬ 
ing  Rev.  Joe  Hoover,  R  O.  Box  680, 
Bunkie,  LA  71322  or 
jahoover@bayou.com. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Haven-Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  will  use  1 1  acres  of  land  in 
Mississippi  donated  by  a  member  to  grow  food  for  use  by  the  church  and  those  in  need. 


Haven-Trinity  realizes 

A  two-hour’s  drive  from  New  Orleans 
takes  one  to  the  rolling  hills  of  the 
Mississippi  countryside.  From  the  hill¬ 
side,  in  a  peaceful  meadow,  lies  a  field  of 
rich  topsoil  planted  with  a  variety  of 
fruits  and  vegetables.  It  is  in  this  mead¬ 
ow  that  the  vision  of  Rev.  Davis  W.  Clark 
of  historic  Haven-Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  has  come  to  fruition. 

Clark’s  vision  was  to  plant  crops  to  be 
sold  to  help  support  the  Haven-Trinity 
ministries  as  well  as  provide  food  to  be 
shared  with  others.  LarnellWeathersby 
has  graciously  set  aside  1 1  acres  of  his 
family’s  property  for  this  purpose.  He 
has  donated  the  seeds  and  fertilizer  that 
will  be  needed.  Rev.  Clark  states  that 
“Although  it  is  my  vision,  Bro. 

Weathersby  has  enabled  it  to  come  to 
life”.  To  make  the  vision  a  reality,  the 
men  of  the  church  have  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  help  in  the  maintenance  and 
harvesting.  Weathersby  has  estimated  a 
potential  harvest  of  15-20,000  watermel¬ 
ons  alone.  Okra,  com,  tomatoes,  butter 
beans,  butter  beans,  cantaloupes, 
peanuts,  crowder  and  purple  hull  peas 
have  also  been  planted. 


vision  of 'First  Fruits' 

In  honor  of  one  of  Haven-Trinity’s 
elder  statesman  who  was  called  home 
this  spring,  the  field  will  be  dedicated  as 
the  Thomas  C.  Dean,  Sr.  Field  of  Joy. 

Although  we  have  commitments  to 
honor  at  harvest  time,  we  are  prayerful 
that  our  cup  will  overflow  to  others. 

Once  the  crops  have  been  initially  har¬ 
vested,  an  invitation  will  be  extended  to 
anyone  interested  to  come  to  the  field  to 
pick  the  remaining  crop  for  their  own 
use.  It  is  envisioned  that  the  gleaning 
will  allow  the  Church  to  share  the  fruits 
of  its  harvest  with  our  Christian  brothers 
and  sisters  and  those  in  need. 

Sister  churches  are  invited  to  support 
this  project.  Whether  its  by  purchasing 
items  from  the  first  harvests  or  picking 
fresh  produce  for  the  family’s  table  or 
putting  together  a  crew  of  people  to  har¬ 
vest  fruits  and  vegetables  to  bring  back 
to  those  in  need,  it  is  hoped  you  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  project  of  love.  For  infor¬ 
mation  on  purchasing  items  or  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  gleaning  of  the  field,  please 
contact  Rev.  Davis  Clark  at  (504)  488- 
4653  or  Lamell  Weathersby  at  (504)  430- 
5752. 


Director  of  the  Center  for  Theological  Studies 
Centenary  College  of  Louisiana 

Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  is  a  private,  four-year  arts  and  sciences  college  affiliated 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Founded  in  1 825,  it  is  the  oldest  chartered  liberal 
arts  college  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  is  accredited  by  the  Southern  Association 
of  Colleges  and  Schools  (SACS). 

The  Director  of  the  Center  for  Theological  Studies  will  administer  and  coordinate  plans 
for  the  Centenary  College  Center  for  Theological  Studies,  an  ecumenical  ministry  and 
research  institute  designed  to  enhance  theological  education  and  ministry  in  the 
Northwest  Louisiana  region.  This  position  is  for  the  academic  year  2004-2005  (the  term 
of  this  position  may  be  extended  pending  funding).  The  Director  will  work  closely  with 
the  President,  Chaplain,  Religious  Studies  faculty.  Church  Relations  Director, Theological 
Center  advisory  board,  and  interested  United  Methodist  approved  seminaries  to  initiate 
programs  of  graduate  theological  training  and  continuing  education.  The  successful 
candidate  will  have  an  M.Div.  (or  equivalent)  with  excellent  organizational,  writing,  com¬ 
municating  and  administrative  skills  as  well  as  knowledge  of  United  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies  and  local  church  ministry.  The  candidate  should  display  a  commitment  to  ecumeni¬ 
cal  theological  education  and  be  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Please  submit  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Human  Resources,  Centenary  College  of  LA, 
P.O.  Box  41188,  Shreveport,  LA  71 1 34.  For  a  more  detailed  position  description,  please 
visit  our  web  site  at  www.Centenary.edu.  Review  of  applications  begins  June  10, 2004. 


Gammon  dean  to  speak  at  Camphor 


Camphor  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  will  celebrate  87  years 
of  Christian  service  on  Sunday,  June  13 
at  10:55  a.m.  at  the  church. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Walter 
McKelvey,  president  and  dean  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  Ga.  Dr.  McKelvey  has  served  as  a 
pastor,  a  district  superintendent  and  as 
vice  president  of  public  and  church  rela¬ 


tions  for  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  theme  for  the  celebration  is 
“Camphor  Memorial:  A  solid  rock,  a  pil¬ 
low  of  comfort  and  a  refuge  through  the 
ages." 

Camphor  Memorial  UMC,  pastored 
by  Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore,  is  located  at 
8742  Scenic  Hwy.  in  Baton  Rouge.  The 
church  phone  number  is  (225)  775-4106. 


First  UMC,  Slidell,  dedicates  Peace  Pole 


Close  to  100  attendees  were  present 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Slidell, 
for  their  United  Methodist  Women’s  ded¬ 
ication  of  an  International  Peace  Pole  in 
the  church’s  Prayer  Garden. 

The  dedication  is  an  extension  of  the 
National  UMW’s  Call  to  Prayer  for  Peace 
Campaign  and  was  led  by  Pastor  Jerry 
Hilbun. 

A  Peace  Pole  is  a  handcrafted  monu¬ 
ment  that  displays  the  message  and 
prayer  “May  Peace  Prevail  on  Earth”  on 
each  of  its  four  sides  in  various  interna¬ 
tional  languages.  There  are  more  than 
200,000  Peace  Poles  in  180  countries  all 
over  the  world  dedicated  as  monuments 
to  peace.  They  serve  as  constant 
reminders  for  us  to  visualize  and  pray 
for  world  peace.  The  UMW  community 
Peace  Pole  is  a  link  with  people  all  over 
the  world  who  have  also  planted  their 
Poles  in  this  same  spirit  of  peace. 

The  campaign  began  as  a  Prayer  for 
Peace  in  Iraq,  which  grew  into  a  larger 
campaign,  “Christian  Women  Pray  for 
Peace  from  Advent  to  Easter.”  During 
this  period,  prayers  were  submitted  on¬ 
line  and  by  postcard  for  a  total  of  more 
than  20,000  prayers  for  peace!  United 
Methodist  Women  read  these  prayers  in 
front  of  the  White  House,  April  21-25, 
and  many  also  visited  members  in 
Congress. 

The  Peace  Pole  presentation  followed 
the  UMW  Annual  Celebration  of  Women 
Luncheon  that  carried  on  the  theme  of 
International  Peace.  Individual  tables 
were  decorated  in  themes  of  different 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell 
recently  dedicated  a  Peace  Pole  in  the 
church’s  Prayer  Garden. 


countries  and  the  table  setting  included 
the  word  “peace”  written  in  the  language 
of  that  country. 

Members  of  the  community  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  visit  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  Prayer  Garden  to  offer  prayers  of 
peace  at  the  International  Prayer  Pole. 
More  information  on  the  Prayer  for 
Peace  campaign  can  be  found  on  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Division  web 
site  at  http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/ 
prayers4peace.html. 


Hafm  1 

Voices  of  Light,  the  youth  choir  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houma,  recently 
sang  at  Heritage  Manor  Nursing  Home  in  Houma. The  youth  presented  various  songs 
from  previous  concerts  and  visited  with  residents  afterward. 


2004  a  quiet 
legislative  year 

In  a  quiet  legislative  year,  only  four 
petitions  were  brought  before  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  when 
they  met  in  Lafayette  from  June  9-12 
at  the  Convention  Center. 

A  petition  to  encourage  federal 
acknowledgement  of  the  United 
Houma  Nation  passed. 

A  petition  to  oppose  the  Southern 
Decadence  Festival  in  New  Orleans 
passed. 

A  petition  asking  each  District 
Superintendent  to  meet  annually 
with  each  pastor  to  update  their  pro¬ 
files  for  the  appointive  process  failed 
since  it  was  reported  that  this  is 
presendy  being  done  for  the  process. 

A  petition  requesting  that  full-time 
clergy  be  paid  twice  a  month  was 
withdrawn  when  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administradon  added 
this  request  to  its  report. 
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Annual  Conference  2004 


More  than  21,000  baby  blankets  were  collected  at  the 
2004  Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette,  more  than  dou¬ 
bling  the  goal,  top.  Above,  United  Houma  Nation  dancers 
prepare  for  a  performance  at  the  Awards  Banquet.  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent  Doug  Ezell  carries  a  cross 
for  this  year's  Memorial  Service.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Conference-goers  find  'Hospitality  that  is  Holy'  in  Lafayette 


The  theme  “The  Embrace  of  God — 
Hospitality  that  is  Holy”  was  wit¬ 
nessed  throughout  die  2004  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  held  June  9-12  at 
the  Lafayette  Convention  Center. 

Over  1,000  conference  goers  got  a 


taste  of  South  Louisiana’s  unique 
brand  of  hospitality  with  a  fais-do-do 
during  lunchtime  on  Wednesday. 
Dancers  and  a  traditional  “Cajun” 
band  welcomed  United  Methodists 
from  throughout  the  state,  who  met 


for  the  first  time  in  41  years  outside  of 
Shreveport. 

Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  deputy  general 
secretary  for  UMCOR,  announced 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  4 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


The  Final  Telephone  Bill 

These  past  three  months  I  have 
been  trying  to  finalize  my  mother’s 
estate.  Slowly,  but  surely,  it  is  getting 
done.  Her  home  has  been  sold  and 
the  final  payment  has  been  made  to 
die  estate.  The  utilities  have  all  been 
converted  to  the  new  owner  and  all 
those  have  been  settled.  Savings 
accounts  and  insurance  companies 
have  all  been  notified  and  business  is 
completed.  The  last  thing  to  be  done 
(as  far  as  I  know  right  now!)  was  the 
final  telephone  bill. 

In  1958  my  family  and  I  moved 
from  the  oil  field  camp  where  I  grew 
up  and  in  to  Hobbs,  New  Mexico,  just 
eighteen  miles  away.  It  was  a  monu¬ 
mental  move  for  me  personally.  It 
was  at  the  end  of  my  junior  year  in 
high  school.  Though  I  had  attended 
Hobbs  High  School  for  my  sopho¬ 
more  and  junior  years,  I  had  never 
lived  in  town.  I  had  always  lived  in 
Monument,  the  oil  field  community 
where  my  parents  lived  before  I  was 
bom  and  where  I  had  attended  the 
first  nine  grades  of  school. 

All  I  had  ever  known  was  company 
housing.  Every  house  looked  the 
same  and  was  maintained  by  the 
company  for  which  my  father  worked. 

We  had  every  modem  convenience  - 
running  water  and  inside  bathrooms! 

But  we  lacked  one  major  item,  a  tele¬ 
phone.  If  we  wanted  to  tell  someone 
I  something,  we  had  to  go  to  his  or  her 
home  and  tell  him  or  her  face  to  face. 

If  we  were  looking  for  someone,  we 
just  had  to  hope  they  would  drive  by 
our  house  and  we  could  flag  them 
down.  If  we  needed  to  call  the  doctor 
or  handle  any  other  emergency  situa¬ 
tion  we  had  to  go  to  the 
Superintendent’s  house  and  ask  to 
use  their  phone,  as  that  was  the  only 
house  so  equipped  in  the  entire 
camp. 

The  move  to  Hobbs  changed  my 
telephone- deprived  life!  For  the  first 
time  in  my  16  years  I  had  access  to 
that  black  marvel  in  the  built-in  niche 
in  the  hallway  of  our  new  home.  The 
number  assigned  was  393-6751.  As 
the  years  came  and  went,  my  parents 
lived  in  one  additional  home  and 
then  my  mother  moved  one  final  time 
after  my  father’s  death.  Though  the 
addresses  changed,  the  telephone 
number  never  did.  For  46  years  the 
number  was  the  same. 

Tonight  I  brought  to  a  close  393- 
6751.  It  has  nurtured  me  for  many 
years.  It  was  the  one  number  I  called 
for  every  kind  of  reason  -  good  news, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


I  sad  news,  bad 
I  news  and  no  news. 
I  always  knew  the 
voice  that 
answered  on  the 
other  end  would 
listen  to  anything  I 
wanted  to  say  and 
would  offer  love  in 
return.  With  its 
departure  from  my 
life  I  feel  my  final 
method  of  physical 
communication 

with  my  parents  has  been  laid  to  rest. 
But  thank  God  for  the  communion  of 
saints  that  keeps  spiritual  connection 
alive  and  quite  well! 

I  had  some  of  that  same  feeling  of 
finality  when  I  left  Annual  Conference 
this  year.  It  was  an  absolutely  won¬ 
derful  Conference  -  great  spirit,  great 
worship,  truly  hospitable,  and  very 
enjoyable.  I  left  exhausted  but  grati¬ 
fied  and  renewed.  I  look  forward  to 
the  return  to  Centenary  College  in 
2005,  but  thoroughly  enjoyed  our 
sharing  and  conferencing  in  Lafayette. 
And  while  I  know  we  will  have  other 
great  Conferences  in  the  future,  we 
will  never  again  have  the  moments  we 
had  June  9-12,  2004.  They  are  now  a 
part  of  history.  In  a  way,  those  special 
moments  are  like  393-6751  -  they  are 
closed  for  all  eternity. 

Maybe  there  have  been  too  many 
closures  in  my  life  recently.  Maybe  I 
am  overly  sentimental.  Maybe  I  am 
like  Peter,  James  and  John  and  I  just 
want  to  stay  on  the  mountaintop  and 
bask  in  the  light  of  the  transfigured 
one.  For  whatever  reason,  I  always 
linger  a  while  in  the  memory  of  what 
has  been  and  wish  it  had  lasted  a  little 
longer. 

Thank  you  for  being  the  church  for 
today  and  for  creating  those  moments 
that  make  one  want  to  linger. 

Whether  we  are  together  or  not,  I  am 
thinking  of  you,  praying  for  you  and 
looking  forward  to  the  next  time  I  see 
you.  May  the  number  that  connects 
us  be  one  that  is  never  cancelled,  but 
one  that  is  always  active  in  the  spirit 
of  the  Lord.  It’s  an  important  part  of 
my  journey,  and  I  pray  the  same  for 
you. 


In  Christ’s  love, 


fall 


Make  sure  you  don’t  miss 

Takin'  It  to  the  Streets 

October  22-24, 2004  in  the  Lake  Charles  Area 


The  Recognition  of  Local  Pastors  and  Commissioning  of  Probationary  Members  Service 
took  place  on  Friday  afternoon  of  the  2004  Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette.  Cathy  Joy 
Arends,  far  left,  was  commissioned  as  a  probationary  deacon.  Next  to  Arends,  from  left 
are  those  commissioned  as  probationary  elders:  Beverly  A.  Connelly,  Elenora  M. 
Cushenberry,  Ross  W.  Genger,  Joseph  Zhong  Guo,  Kathy  G.  Howell,  Jerry  L.  Johnson, 
Jamey  D.  Lee,  Clay  K.  McConnell,  Carol  D.  Sparks,  Cory  L.  Sparks  and  Marion  W.  Watts.  Not 
pictured  is  Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell.  Behind  the  group  is  Rev.  John  Williams. 


Seventeen  people  were  recognized  for  completing  License  to  Preach  School. Those  with 
an  asterisk  by  their  name  have  also  been  appointed  to  serve  as  local  pastors. 

They  were  Russell  S.  Clunan,  Clyde  Joseph  Crappell,  Karlene  Crawford*,  Gerald  "Jerry"  R. 
Crise*,  Randy  Wayne  Dailey,  Christopher  S.  Fryou*,  Milton  Kimmell  Geltz,  Robert  Edward 
Guth  Jr.,  Stacy  E.  Hood*,  Leonza  Hudson,  Roy  A.  Jefferson*,  Mary  Jones*,  Stephanie  T. 
Kidd*,  Betty  Ann  McCarver*,  Ricky  Ray  Myles*,  Roy  Jackson  Price  III*,  and  Letty  Lucile 
Strawbridge*.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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G.R.A.C.E.  Camps  for  children  of  incarcerated  expanding  this  year 


Letter  from  the  Director 

June  3,  2004 

Dear  Fellow  Methodists: 

Six  years  ago  we  had  a  dream  to  begin  a  camp  for  children  who  have  a 
parent  in  prison.  These  children  are  often  the  forgotten  victims  of  crime. 
Statistics  have  shown  that  over  85  percent  of  those  who  have  a  parent  incar¬ 
cerated  become  involved  in  crime  and  they  are  incarcerated  themselves.  Out 
of  this,  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  (God’s  Really  Awesome  Camping  Experience)  was 
bom.  We  stepped  out  in  faith  and  had  our  first  camp  at  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center.  The  week  before  we  began,  we  had  very  little  money,  but  we  believed 
that  God  would  provide  and  the  good  United  Methodists  of  Louisiana 
responded  and  by  the  close  of  the  camp  on  Friday,  we  had  enough  to  pay  our 
expenses. 

The  purpose  of  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp  is  to  intervene  in  the  lives  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  to  help  them  realize  that  they  have  a  choice  in  life  and  do  not  have  to 
automatically  follow  the  negative  patterns  they  often  see  around  them  and 
end  up  on  the  path  to  prison  themselves. 

This  non-denominational  camp  is  directed  by  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly  who 
has  30  years  of  camping  experience  with  youth.  An  emphasis  is  placed  on 
individual  attention  and  helping  each  camper  to  begin  to  recognize  then- 
own  self-worth  and  talents  as  a  child  of  God.  They  are  treated  to  a  week  of 
fun,  including  swimming,  music,  crafts,  sports,  and  more  -  all  at  no  expense 
to  them.  The  camp  is  entirely  supported  by  donations. 

We  began  in  1999  with  the  camp  at  Uskichitto.  We  have  expanded  to  have 
four  camps.  We  have  a  camp  for  teens,  made  up  of  those  who  have  previous¬ 
ly  attended  G.R.A.C.E.  Camp,  but  are  now  too  old  for  the  age  group  we  target 
(9-11).  This  camp  is  held  at  Camp  Istrouma.  We  have  camps  at  three  other 
locations,  Caney  Conference  Center,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  and  Camp 
Hardtner,  which  is  an  Episcopalian  Camp  near  Pollock.  The  United 
Methodists  have  been  generous  in  their  support  in  the  past.  Due  to  begin¬ 
ning  a  fourth  camp  last  year,  we  have  depleted  the  reserve  funds  we  had.  It 
costs  approximately  $10,000  to  put  on  one  of  these  camps.  We  desperately 
need  your  help  to  help  us  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  these  children. 

This  is  a  wonderful  way  to  honor  someone  or  give  a  gift  in  memory  of  some¬ 
one. 

We  solicit  your  monetary  support,  but  we  also  solicit  your  prayers.  This  is 
such  a  needed  and  important  ministry  to  these  children.  Please  help  us  do  it 
well. 

God  bless  you, 

John  R.  Johns 


A  Letter  from  Prison 

The  following  letter  was 
received  from  a  lady  who  is  incar¬ 
cerated.  The  names  are  not 
shown,  but  it  demonstrates  the 
impact  that  GRACE  Camp  has  on 
the  lives  of  these  children. 

Ladies  and  Gendemen, 

I  am  incarcerated  at 
LCIW.  A  couple  of  years  ago  my 
daughter  attended  the  GRACE 
Camp.  She  spoke  about  all  the 
wonderful  things  that  the  children 
did  while  at  camp.  One  of  the 
major  things  that  touched  my 
heart  and  hers  is  that  she  told  me, 
“Mama,  I  got  to  cry  about  you 
being  in  prison  and  all  the  others 
kids  knew  what  I  was  feeling.” 

I  strongly  believe  all  children 
with  incarcerated  parents  need  to 
know  that  they  are  not  alone. 
There  are  children  around  the 
world  whose  mothers  and  daddys 
are  in  prison.  Also,  our  children 
need  to  know  that  they  are  loved. 
GRACE  Camp  shows  them  that 
God  loves  them  too. 

Sincere  thanks  to  everyone 
involved  in  the  organization  and 
the  actual  camps.  Thank  you. 

Recendy  I  received  a  sum  of 
money,  so  I  wanted  to  pay  my 
tithes.  I  knew  immediately  I 
wanted  to  help  GRACE  Camp. 
Please  accept  this  check  so  other 
children  can  attend  GRACE  Camp 
just  as  my  daughter  did. 

If  there  is  anything  I  can  help 
with  while  incarcerated,  please  let 
me  know.  God  bless  each  and 
everyone. 

(Signed) 

A  mother  in  prison 


Town  &  Country  Awards  recognize 


excellence  in  smaller  churches 


The  Town  &  Country  Award,  a 
recognition  of  excellence  in 
smaller  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es,  was  given  to  10  pastors  at  the 
Awards  Banquet  June  10. 

This  year’s  recipients,  by  dis¬ 
trict,  include:  Acadiana-Rev. 
Clifton  Conrad,  Immanuel  UMC; 
Alexandria-  Rev.  Ross  Ford, 
Lecompte-Chenneyville-Bayou 
Chico;  Baton  Rouge- Rev.  Jay 
Derek  Reese,  Meadows  Chapel; 
Lake  Charles-Rev.  Tom  Beeler, 
Cameron-Wakefield-Grand 
Chenier;  Monroe-Rev.  Jo  Ann 
Sims,  Bartholemew  UMC;  New 
Orleans-Rev.  Samuel  Calvo,  El 
Mesias;  North  Shore-Rev.  Emile 
Tosso,  Ill,  Lorranger-Cooper’s 
Chapel;  Ruston-Dr.  Wayne  Evans, 
Grace  UMC;  Rev.  David  Dietzel, 
Homer  UMC;  Shreveport- Rev. 
David  Melville. 


Conrad 


Calvo 


Ford 


Tosso 


Beeler 


Sims 


Evans 


Schedule 

For  9-1 1  year  olds 
July  12-16 

Caney  Conference  Center 
(for  campers  in  the  north 
and  central  Louisiana  area) 

July  26-30 

Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 

(for  campers 

in  the  Lake  Charles  area) 

August  2-6 
Camp  Hardtner 
(for  campers 

in  the  southeast  Louisiana  area) 
GRACE  TEENS 

(for  campers  13  and  older  who  have 
attended  at  least 
2  previous  GRACE  Camps) 

Camp  Istrouma 
(near  Baton  Rouge) 

Wash  held  June  7-1 1 


G.R.A.C.E.  Camp 
2004  needs  list 

PERSONAL  ITEMS; 

Hair  combs  &  small  brushes 

Small  black  rubber  bands  for  hair  braids 

Chapstick 

Travel  size  deodorant,  lotion,  powder,  shower 
caps,  conditioner 

Bathing  suits  -  various  sizes  for  boys  &  girls 
(Wal-Mart  variety) 

Boys'  belts  (used  or  new_-  various  sizes) 

Boys'  sport  shoes  -  new  or  used 

GIFTS  TO  CHILDREN: 

Disposable  cameras  (for  Junior  Highs)  (need 
30) 

Socks  -  boys  and  girls,  also  women's  sizes  for 
larger  girls. 

Compass  &  protractors  for  Junior  High  school 
supplies 

Pencil  Colors  -  16/pack 
Miscellaneous; 

Multi-Vitamins  -  need  6  bottles  of  100 
(children's  chewables) 

"Kinder-Mats"for  movie  time  -  need  30 
Children's  Birthday  cards  -  simple,  Christian 
preferred  (the  Dollar  Store  kind  is  great) 
Party  Decorations  for  Teens  (not  Birthday 
party) 

Story  Books  -  books  with  a  moral  for  bedtime 
reading  (new  or  used) 

Large  umbrellas  -  6 
Tea  light  candles 
Poster  Board,  11  X  1 4,  white 
Paper  towels 

Multicultural  crayons  and  markers 
Large  size  glitter  glue 
Masking  tape,  1" 

Ziploc  Bags  -  all  sizes 

GAMES: 

Hula  Hoops 
Soccer  nets 
Ping  Pong  balls 

Pool  volleyball  net  for  pool  games 
Mr.  Potato  Head 

Diving  rings  and/or  sticks  (plastic) 

Connect  Four  Games 
Ring  Toss  game 

AUDIO-VISUAL: 

1  regular  microphone 
1  walk-around  mike 

Use  of  VHS  video  camera  for  each  camp 

PERSONNEL:  (at  camp) 

1  Nurse  or  Nurse  Practitioner  at  each  camp 
Staff  members  to  work  directly  with  children 
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that  United  Methodists  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
demonstrated  a  41  percent  increase 
over  last  year  in  their  giving  to  “One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing,”  the  highest 
giving  increase  in  the  denomination. 
Monies  received  from  the  special 
offering  go  to  support  UMCOR’s  min¬ 
istries,  including  the  efforts  of  the 
Sager-Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin,  La. 

The  generosity  and  missional  spir¬ 
it  of  Louisiana’s  United  Methodists 
were  also  underscored  by  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  more  than  21,000  baby  blan¬ 
kets  for  needy  families,  facilitated  by 
the  Bishop’s  Initiative  on  Children 
and  Poverty.  Dr.  Sally  Clausen,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  University  of  Louisiana 
System,  spoke  during  the  dedication 
of  the  blankets  held  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing. 

Three  special  offerings  were 
received  during  worship  services  held 
during  annual  conference.  More  than 
$3,098  was  collected  at  Wednesday’s 
evening  vespers  for  Hispanic 
Ministries;  local  churches  con¬ 
tributed  $55,511  during  Thursday’s 
“Celebration  of  Districts”  service  to 
support  The  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  in  New  Orleans;  and  $2,162 
was  received  during  Friday’s 
Ordination  service  for  the  support  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia. 

A  report  by  Sarah  Schoeffler, 
Conference  Disaster  Response  Office 
Coordinator,  indicated  that  over  300 
South  Louisiana  families  were  helped 
through  disaster  relief  from  the  fury 
of  Hurricane  Lili  and  Tropical  Storm 
Isadore.  Approximately  $550,000  in 
funding  has  been  provided  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  through 
UMCOR,  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  and  various  volunteers. 

Eleven  clergy  and  13  clergy  spous¬ 
es  were  remembered  during  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Memorial  service,  held 
Wednesday  during  opening  worship. 

Another  special  service,  a 
“Celebration  of  Districts,”  was  held 
Thursday  night  to  acknowledge  and 
celebrate  the  different  regions  and 
cultures  represented  by  the  nine  dis¬ 
tricts  that  have  served  the 
Conference.  A  realignment  of  the  dis¬ 
tricts  has  reduced  that  number  from 
nine  to  seven,  moving  the  local 
churches  in  the  North  Shore  and 
Ruston  districts  into  the  jurisdiction 
of  surrounding  districts. 

For  the  ceremonial  “Passing  of  the 
Mande"  service  on  Friday  morning, 
Rev.  James  R.  Schaub  represented  the 
retiring  class  and  Rev.  Brady  Whitton 
represented  the  new  class  of  clergy 
ordinands. 

Addressing  the  hospitality  theme 
throughout,  Dr.  Jessica  Moffatt  served 
as  keynote  speaker  and  Bible  study 
leader  for  the  event.  Moffatt,  senior 
pastor  of  a  1000-member  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Bixby,  Okla., 
emphasized  that  hospitality  is  a 
“sacred  task.”  In  Christ’s  day,  a  widow 
or  someone  in  prison  could  easily  die 
of  starvation  if  others  did  not  visit 


them  and  care  for  them.  “Early 
Christians  practiced  a  high  level  of 
hospitality  rarely  seen  today,”  she  said. 

Moffatt’s  church  utilizes  an  evan¬ 
gelistic  tool  entitled  “First  Friends,” 
where  deliberate  hospitality  works  to 
draw  first  time  visitors  into  the 
church  family  with  the  use  of  inten¬ 
tional  visiting  and  introductions. 

An  extensive  report  from  the 
“Strengthening  the  Black  Church”  ini¬ 
tiative  underscored  that  its  programs 
are  not  designed  to  segregate  the 
races  but  to  reverse  the  current  trend 
of  membership  loss  among  African 
Americans.  Dr.  Alonzo  Campbell, 
director  of  Special  Ministries  for  the 
Conference,  pointed  out  that 
although  the  state  of  Louisiana’s  pop¬ 
ulation  is  35  percent  African 
American,  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference’s  membership  is  only  15 
percent  of  that  race. 

Among  other  programs,  plans  are 
in  place  for  a  church  leader’s  summit 
for  African  American  clergy  Aug.  26- 
28  at  the  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth.  The  annual  W.  T.  Handy 
Convocation  is  slated  for  Nov.  12-13 
at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans, 
and  a  special  retreat  for  clergy  of  pre¬ 
dominantly  African  American 
churches  will  be  held  Feb.  27-28,  2005 
prior  to  a  retreat  for  all  Conference 
clergy  at  the  Conference  Center. 

A  report  from  the  Conference 
Center  Board  announced  the  center 
will  be  debt-free  by  year’s  end  and  is 
in  the  planning  stages  for  future 
expansion.  The  sale  of  unused  prop¬ 
erties  over  the  next  three  years  is 
expected  to  generate  close  to 
$400,000,  which  may  help  to  fund  the 
construction  of  a  pavillion  and  a  third 
residential  lodge.  Marcus  Wren,  chair 
of  the  committee,  announced  a 
recent  private  donation  of  $100,000  to 
the  conference  center  in  Woodworth. 

Bemadine  Johnson,  chair  of  the 
Rules  Committee,  announced  revi¬ 
sions  that  will  be  made  to  the 
Conference  Ministry  Team.  A  vision 
team  will  be  formed  in  the  hope  that 
the  group  can  be  more  effective  in 
planning  for  the  missional  future  of 
our  annual  conference. 

A  report  from  Tim  Hebert  and  the 
Committee  on  Archives  and  History 
announced  the  completion  of  an  his¬ 
torical  register  of  the  La.  Conference. 
Individuals  may  print  a  district  or  the 
entire  book,  now  available  online  at 
the  Conference  website,  on  their  own 
printer.  Visit  www.la-umc.org  for 
access  to  this  free  information. 

Other  highlights  included  the  elec¬ 
tion  and  organization  of  Conference 
boards,  commissions,  committees 
and  agencies  for  the  2004-2008  qua- 
drennium;  a  progress  report  from  the 
Task  Force  on  Clergy  Health 
Insurance;  reports  from  Rev.  Marie 
Williams  and  Dr.  Anita  Crump  on  the 
events  and  legislation  of  General 
Conference;  and  a  series  of  "mission 
moments”  describing  specific  min¬ 
istries  throughout  the  Annual 
Conference. 


Five  persons  were  ordained  as  elders  during  Ordination  services  at  the  2004 
Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette.  Those  ordained  were  Brady  S.  Whitton,  Shawn 
Moses  Anglim,  Nancy  Elizabeth  Wofford,  Jonathan  Stinson  King  and  Eugene 
Rives,  above.  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  top,  at  left,  rehearsing  the  service 
with  Rives,  Chris  Andrews  and  Ken  Irby,  served  as  preacher,  speaking  on  "The  Joy 
of  the  Race."  Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


The  Recognition  of  Local  Pastors  and  Commissioning  of  Probationary  Members  Service 
took  place  on  Friday  afternoon.  Those  recognized  as  local  pastors  having  completed 
the  Course  of  Study  School  are  David  L.  Bricker,  Madeline  J.  Mitchell,  Susan  C.  Pugh, 
Mark  S. Theriot,  Gloria  L.  Youngblood  and  Walter  B.  Pennington.  Not  pictured  is  Marcelle 
F.  CrOW.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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2004  AWARDS 


John  Wesley  Fellow  Award 
United  Methodist  Men 

Bishop  William  Hutchinson 


Mt.  Sequoyah  Board  of 
Trustees  Award 

Nancy  Carruth 


United  Methodist 
Women  Award 

Doretha  Brown 


Sarah  Schoeffler  Award 

Rev.  James  O.  Evans 


Francis  Asbury  Award 

Carolyn  Dove 


Fund  for  Theological 
Education  Fellowship 

Megan  Saucier 


J.  Henry  Bowdon,  Sr. 
Award  for  Preaching 

Rev.  Jerry  Johnson 


Higher  Ed  Foundation 
Scholarship 

Halley  Grantham 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 


of  L 


ouisiana 


Your  United  Methodist 
Foundation  .  .  . 

Part  of  the  Connection 


Reaping  what  she  sewed 

DuEtta  Mock  of  Little  Creek  United  Methodist  Church  made  135  baby  receiving 
blankets  as  a  part  of  the  over  21,000  blankets  donated  through  the  Bishop's 
Initiative  on  Children  and  Poverty. 

The  fabric  was  purchased  with  donations  made  by  the  1 5  families  of  Little 
Creek  UMC. 

On  Sunday,  May  23,  more  than  1 50  blankets  made  by  Mock  and  other  members 
were  dedicated.  Jana  Smith,  Monroe  District  Missioner,  served  as  guest  speaker. 
The  church  was  "blanketed  with  blankets." 

"I  was  very  humbled  and  glad  to  be  able  to  participate  in  this  project  for 
Annual  Conference.  As  I  sewed  each  blanket,  I  thought  about  the  little  baby 
that  would  be  wrapped  in  each  one. . .  hoping  it  would  make  a  difference  in 
their  lives,"  said  Mock. 


Serving  United  Methodist  ministries  with: 


Loans  —  No  points  or  origination  fees 
Fixed  Fund—  3.5%  daily  interest 
Balanced  Fund  —  9.5%  average  annual  return 
Annual  and  Capital  Campaign  consultation 
Life  Income  Gifts 


For  more  information,  contact: 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
225.346.1535 

www.umf.org 
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Appointments  2004-05 


Acadiana  District 


District  Superintendent 

Roger  D.Lathan 

3 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island 

John  L.Vining 

8 

Baldwin.Trinity 

5 

(Barry  A.  Whittington,  Sr. 

PL) 

Belle  Rose,  St.  James 

(Elva  Jacobs  PL) 

3 

Berwick,  First 

(James  W.  Reid) 

2 

Clanton  Chapel 

(Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  PL) 

16 

Donaldsonville: 

First-Lutcher 

(Barbara  J.  Beaumont  PL)  4 

St.  Peter-Lutcher  Chapel 

(Sonya  Renee  Lars  PL) 

2 

Franklin: 

Asbury 

(Darrel  W.  Briggs,  Sr.  PL) 

4 

First-McGowen 

Steven  J.  Porter 

3 

Grand  River 

(Earline  T.  Guidry  PL) 

1 

Flouma: 

Bayou  Blue 

James  W.  Barrett,  Jr. 

3 

First 

Barry  Hoekstra 

3 

Wesley-Mt.  Vernon 

(Joseph  Holland,  Sr.  PL) 

3 

Jeanerette: 

St  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion 

(Charles  E.  Hill  PL) 

1 

St  Peter-Mallalieu 

Erica  R.  Jenkins 

6 

Lafayette: 

Asbury 

T.  Edward  Boyd,  Jr. 

7 

Associate 

(C.  Ann  Sutton) 

6 

Associate 

Ira  M.  Robinson  RM 

10 

Associate 

(David  L  Bricker  FL) 

2 

Covenant 

Willis  W.  Dear 

3 

Associate 

Lorris  M.  Wimberly 

2 

Faith  Community 

John  A.  Cannon  PE 

3 

First 

Timothy  J.  Neustifter 

1 

Immanuel 

(Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  PL)  2 

Northwood 

(L  Wayne  Howington) 

2 

Lettsworth,  Scott  Chapel-New  Roads,  St.  Paul 

(Inita  L  Smith  PL) 

1 

Lydia 

(Robert  W.  Cormier  PL) 

14 

Maringouin,  St.  Peter 

Clarence  L  Hillard  RM 

17 

Mathews,  Memorial 

Peggy  B.  Foreman  PE 

4 

Melville-Palmetto 

Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RE 

7 

Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel 

Rebecca  D.  Conner 

2 

Walmsley-Mason 

(Dan  Washington,  Jr.  RL)  16 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 

(Albert  Holland  FL) 

26 

New  Iberia: 

First 

Scott  T.  Bullock 

4 

St.  James-Briggs-Mt.  Zion 

(Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  FL)  6 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial 

K.  Dale  Hensarling 

5 

St.  Mark 

Russell  L  Jones 

4 

Patterson 

Jeffrey  D.  Conner 

2 

Plaquemine: 

Rrst 

Stephen  C.  Fleming 

4 

Hurst-St.  Luke 

(Thomas  A.  Wesley  PL) 

21 

Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie,  Wilson  Memorial 

(Robert  D.  Clark  PL) 

3 

Rosedale: 

Hartzell-Maringouin,  Shiloh 

(Ulysse  Stephens  RA) 

11 

Rosedale-New  Roads,  First 

(Aaron  J.  Carpenter,  Jr.  PL)  3 

Thibodaux: 

Calvary 

T.B.S. 

First 

J.  Penn  Morgan 

1 

Magnolia 

(Madeline  Mitchell  PL) 

3 

Vacherie 

(Terry  A.  Lindsey  PL) 

3 

Waxia,  St.  Paul-Melville,  St.  James 

(Marguerite  D.  Jenkins  PL)  7 

Wiley-Green  Chapel 

Laurence  E.  Hall  RM 

1 

Alexandria  District 

District  Superintendent 

William  L.  Youngblood 

6 

Alexandria: 

Rrst 

Thomas  A.  Dunbar 

2 

Minister  of  Discipleship 

Mary  Beth  Foye  FD 

2 

Horseshoe  Drive 

R.  Don  Ross  7 

Newman 

Derrick  D.  Hills 

3 

St.  Mark's 

T.B.S. 

Trinity-Hineston,  Fellowship 

Erin  J.  Oliver  PE 

1 

Wilton 

(Jason  W.  Jacob  PL) 

3 

Atlanta-Sanders  Chapel 

Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr.  RM 

3 

Beulah 

(Stephanie  A.  Kidd  PL) 

1 

Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Union 

(Dianne  Allen  Jones  PL) 

5 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Mem.-Trinity-White's  Chap. 

Joe  A.  Hoover 

2 

Campti: 

First-St.  Maurice 

(Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr.  RA) 

1 

St  Paul-Mt.Zion 

T.B.S. 

Cheneyville.St.  Paul 

(Mary  L.  Jones  PL) 

1 

Colfax 

(Gloria  L.  Youngblood  FL)  2 

Couley 

(Thomas  G.  May  PL) 

4 

Evergreen 

Robbie  W.  Strong  OE 

2 

Ferriday-Clayton 

Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 

3 

Glenmora-Boyce,  First 

(William  K.  McDonald  PL)  7 

Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 

Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr. 

5 

Jonesville-Harrisonburg 

(David  C.  Carlton  FL) 

6 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville 

(Ross  C.  Ford,  Jr.  FL) 

4 

Many 

C.  Frances  Hooton 

1 

Marksville-Effie,  Oak  Grove-Simmesport 

(Franklin  R.  Pennington  FL)  2 

Melder,  St.  Mark's 

T.B.S. 

Montgomery-Mt.  Zion 

(James  R.  Walker  PL) 

6 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 

James  A.  Graham 

17 

First 

Douglas  L.Cain 

13 

Associate 

James  M.  Poole  RM 

10 

Northwestern  Campus  Min.-College  Ave. 

.(Ellis  E.  Newman  FL) 

4 

Oak  Grove-Provencal 

John  R.  Foster  OF 

4 

Olla-Urania 

(P.  Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.  FL) 

2 

Palestine-Ball 

J.  Edwin  Dilworth 

6 

Pineville: 

First 

W.  Ralph  Ford 

3 

Associate 

Lamar  C.  Oliver  PE 

1 

Pleasant  Grove-Bethel 

T.B.S. 

Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley 

(James  E.  Ray,  Sr.  FL) 

11 

Pollock-Liberty 

Eddie  Carpenter  OF 

3 

Sieper 

T.B.S. 

Strange 

T.B.S. 

Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Eden 

John  R.  Johns  RM 

S 

Vidalia 

Barry  D.  Dennis  OF 

3 

Weaver 

T.B.S. 

Winnfield 

Timothy  E.  Lawson 

3 

Baton  Rouge  District 

District  Superintendent 

C.  Gerald  Richardson 

4 

Amite-lndependence 

William  H.  Willis,  Sr. 

5 

Baker: 

Blackwater 

Mark  R.  Martin 

6 

Associate 

(Linda  M.  Hagan  PL) 

4 

First-Pride,  Bethel 

E.  Eugene  Rives,  Jr. 

1 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Robert  L.  Burgess 

7 

Minister  of  Congregational  Care 

Kenneth  M. Carroll 

14 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Donald  J.  Hall  RM 

12 

Minister  of  Discipleship  &  Missions 

Amy  K.  Mercer  FD 

5 

Minister  of  Program 

Charles  R.  Langford 

3 

Minister  of  Evangelism 

M.  Quinn  O'Bannon 

3 

Min.  of  Sen.  Care  Resident  Min. 

Lusinda  M.  Warren  FD 

3 

Camphor  Memorial 

Darlene  A.  Moore 

3 

Director,  Worship  &  Education  Min 

Elaine  C.  Smith  FD 

5 

First 

Christopher  H.  Andrews  1 6 

Associate 

Van  A.  Stinson 

6 

Associate 

Jan  C.  Holloway 

6 

Francis  Asbury 

W.  Odell  Simmons  RM 

3 

Associate 

(Betty  Anne  McCarver  PL)  1 

Hope  Community 

(H.  Louis  Jones  PL) 

3 

Minister  of  Education 

Brunetta  A.  Shamlin  FD 

2 

Hughes  Memorial-Watson,  Andrew  Chapel 

(Willie  Laws) 

3 

Ingleside 

Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

2 

Jefferson 

Douglas  M.  Baker 

2 

Associate 

Stephen  Dale  Berger  OF  1 

Jordan 

George  W.C.  Calvin,  Sr.  RM  3 

Neely 

Arnold  V.  Brown 

13 

Minister  of  Education 

Linda  Ann  Joseph  PD 

2 

St.  Andrew's 

Larry  D.  O'Dell 

1 

St.John's 

Donald  R.  Avery 

6 

Associate 

(Elizabeth  A.  Wyatt) 

9 

St.  Luke's 

(Kimbra  H.  Hammett  PL) 

2 

St.  Mark 

Joseph  D.  Awotwi 

5 

St.  Paul-Deerford 

Frank  B.  Akin 

5 

University, William  B.  Reily  Memorial 

Kenneth  W.  Irby 

10 

Associate 

Marion  W.  Watts  PE 

1 

Associate/LSU  Campus  Ministry 

Shawn  M.  Anglim 

5 

Wesley 

E.  Andrew  Goff 

6 

Clinton: 

First-Clear  Creek 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman 

3 

Mt.Zion 

(Karlene  M  Crawford  PL) 

1 

St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel-Mt.Carmel 

(Cherless  H.  Miller,  Jr.  PL) 

3 

Convent,  St.  James 

(Gaynell  B.  Simon  PL) 

8 

Day's-Center-Darlington 

Larry  D.  Robertson  RM 

8 

Denham  Springs: 

First 

Wybra  J.  Price,  II 

4 

Associate 

Monica  G.  Monk  PE 

4 

Roberts-St.  Luke 

Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

7 

Ethel,  St.  Paul 

S.  Charles  Byrd  RE 

3 

Galvez,  Carpenter's  Chapel 

William  Paul  Minyard  OF4 

Gonzales: 

First 

Gary  Don  Willis 

5 

Associate 

(Veronica  Kay  Pritchard  PL)  2 

St.  Landry 

(Diane  L.  Bentley  PL) 

1 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 

William  G.  Sewell  OF 

6 

Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 

Michael  L.  Hammett 

3 

Hammond,  First 

Ricky  R.  Willis 

5 

Associate 

Jean  M.  Foreman  PE 

2 

Huff  Chapel 

(Tim  A.  Gilmore  PL) 

2 

Jackson-Ethel 

David  J.  Sheehan 

5 

Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 

(Percy  M.  Frazier  RA) 

3 

Lee's  Landing 

Paul  W.  Carter  RM 

1 

Livingston 

(Richard  W.  Davis  PL) 

6 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 

(Emile  E.Tosso,  III  FL) 

8 

Pine  Grove-Montpelier-Nesom  Memorial 

(E.Rand  Guy  RL) 

4 

Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa 

Kenneth  D.  Norton 

3 

Ponchatoula: 

First 

Robert  L.  Deich 

7 

Wesley  Chapel-James  Chapel 

(Mark  A.  Lubbock  PL) 

4 

Port  Allen,  Scott-S.U.  Wesley  Foundation 

Rodney  D.  Wooten 

2 

Prairieville,  Meadows  Chapel 

(J.  Derek  Reese  PL) 

3 

Minister  of  Reconciliation 

Cathy  Joy  Arends  PD 

1 

St.  Amant: 

Faithful 

Jeffrey  C.  Duke 

5 

New  River 

(W.  Madison  Turner,  Sr.  PL)  2 

St.Francisville 

(Harold  B.  Babin  FL) 

33 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 

(L.  Darwin  Brecheen  PL) 

16 

Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord 

T.B.S. 

Springfield: 

First-Wesley  Fdn.,  SLU 

Heather  L.  Haussler  PE 

2 

St.  James 

(Jerry  C.  Edwards  PL) 

4 

Tunica 

(Danny  R.  Bergeron  PL) 

3 

Walker: 

First-Mangum  Chapel 

James  B.  Moore  PE 

3 

Friendship-Corbin 

(Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  PL) 

15 

Watson,  Live  Oak 

(Mark  E.  Crosby) 

9 

Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 

(Demetric  L.  Slaughter  PL)  6 

Zachary: 

First 

Gregory  R.  Davis 

2 

Moses  Chapel-Beech  Grove 

(Glorious  M.  Wright  PL) 

3 

Lake  Charles  District 

District  Superintendent 

M.  Douglas  Ezell 

5 

Basile 

(Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir  PL) 

12 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier 

(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 

3 

Church  Point-Crowley,  Wesley 

(Truman  P. Stagg  PL) 

4 

Crowley,  First 

Robert  E.  Hollis 

6 

DeQuincy 

Richard  O. Teeter 

3 

DeRidder,  First 

Jon  E.Tellifero 

8 

Ebenezer-Branch 

Charles  L.  Floyd,  Jr. 

4 

Eunice,  First-Iota 

Carolyn  B.Volentine 

1 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck 

(Raymond  H.Leidig,  Jr.  RL)  3 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

S.  Kemper  Smith 

2 

Haskin  Chapel 

(Roy  A.  Jefferson  PL) 

1 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 

(Mark  S. Theriot  PL) 

9 

Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 

(L.  John  Locascio  FL) 

2 

Iowa 

David  R.  DeWitt 

12 

Jennings 

J.  Richard  Scott-Welch 

7 

Kinder-Oberlin-Elton 

Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr.  RM 

1 

Lake  Arthur 

(Susan  C.  Pugh  PL) 

6 

Lake  Charles: 

First 

Douglas  B.deGraffenried  6 

Associate 

James  H.  Humphreys  RM3 

Associate 

(Susan  Lacy  Crouch  PL) 

2 

Oak  Park-Fairview 

Roger  H.Templeton 

4 

St.  Luke-Simpson 

Karl  S.  Klaus  3 

University 

Michael  D.McLaurin 

4 

Associate-Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese 

Angela  C.  Bulhof  PE 

2 

Warren 

T.B.S. 

Leesville: 

First-Holly  Grove 

Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr. 

1 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia 

(Robert  M.  Eckerle,  Jr.  PL)  1 2 

Associate 

(Lee  Eckerle  PL) 

5 

Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley 

(Steven  W.  Bush  PL) 

2 

Moss  Bluff 

Daniel  P.  Gleason 

8 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie 

Jamey  D.  Lee  PE 

2 

Raymond-Roanoke 

Katherine  G.  Howell  PE 

1 

Squyres 

Lisa  L.Turnbull 

3 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 

J.  Ryan  Horton,  Jr. 

3 

Associate 

Tracy  L.  MacKenzie 

13 

Maplewood 

John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr.  4 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Leon  A.  Boggs 

12 

Sweetlake 

Wayne  G. Taylor 

8 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 

Jerry  LJohnson  PE 

7 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Mark  J.  Goins 

4 

Jones-Jennings,  Mallalieu 

T.B.S. 

Westlake 

Ted  D.  Freeland 

5 

Monroe  District 

District  Superintendent 

Marie  Palmer  Williams 

8 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

(Leslie  M.Webb  SP) 

3 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(Jo  Ann  Sims  PL) 

4 

Baskin 

(Mary  Anne  Collie  SP) 

4 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 

Roy  Bryan  Moore 

4 

Memorial-Mer  Rouge 

(Newton  M.  Horne,  Jr.) 

2 

Mt.  Olive 

(Marcus  M.  Gaut  PL) 

1 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OF 

4 

Beulah 

T.B.S. 

Boeuf  Prairie-Little  Creek 

Howard  B. Childs  RM 

5 

Chatham-Concord 

(Emily  R.Winbery  FL) 

2 

Choudrant 

(Letty  L.Strawbridge  PL)  1 

Columbia-Hebert 

(Pamela  Fitch  Roy) 

5 

Crew  Lake-Mangham 

(Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  FL)  2 

Delhi-Crowville 

Joseph  E.  Hamilton 

1 

Douglas 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

1 

Downsville-Bethel 

(Owen  H.  Peyton,  Sr.) 

5 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel 

Elizabeth  M.  Northen 

2 

Epps 

T.B.S. 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros 

Cage  M.  McLemore  RM 

4 
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Farmerville 

Grayson 

Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 

Indian  Village 

(John  G.  Hankins)  7 

Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.  RM  5 

(Bill  E.  Strawbridge  FL) 
T.B.S. 

3 

Jonesboro 

M.  Stuart  Sherman 

2 

Kilbourne-Locust  Grove 

(William  N.  Sheffield,  III  FL)  1 

Lake  Providence 

(William  H.  McLain  FL) 

3 

Marion-Bird's  Chapel 

Gary  L.Van  Horn  RM 

3 

Memorial-Salem 

Monroe: 

RossW.Genger  PE 

2 

First 

R.  Larry  Stafford 

10 

Associate 

Terry  A.  Love 

10 

Minister  of  Music 

Kern  F.  Alexander  FD 

5 

Hope 

(Johnny  M. Riley,  Jr. PL) 

1 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

Weldon  C.  Bares 

5 

Minister  of  Music 

(Betty  L.  Swanson  PL) 

4 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM 

13 

Memorial 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 

6 

Reveille-Union 

(Marcelle  F.  Crow  PL) 

1 

St.  James 

(Mary  Anne  Collie  SP) 

4 

St.  Mark's 

Juliet  A.  Spencer 

7 

St.  Paul 

(Jackie  Holmes,  Jr.) 

6 

St.  Paul's 

Richard  H.  Humphries 

6 

Associate 

Nancy  E.  Wofford 

2 

Mt.  Nebo-Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai 

(Anice  N.  Moses  SP) 

7 

Mount  Zion 

Newellton 

John  N.  Williams 

T.B.S. 

B 

Oak  Grove-Pioneer 

Byron  W.  Putnam 

2 

Quitman-Clay 

(Gwendolyn  M.  Hoyt  FL)  2 

Rayville-Holly  Ridge 

Ruston: 

Robert  E.Townsend 

3 

Grace 

A.  Wayne  Evans 

3 

Trinity 

Fred  B.Wideman 

10 

Associate 

Andy  R.  Hurst 

5 

Associate 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 

26 

Associate 

(W.  Brian  Mercer  FL) 

4 

Associate 

Joseph  Zhong  Guo  PE 

1 

Associate 

Connie  Breaux  FD 

2 

Minister  of  Music 

R.  Michael  Cloud  FD 

12 

Wesley  Chapel 

Dalton  R.Shovan  RE 

1 

St.  Andrew's-Oak  Ridge 

Donald  L.  Wilkinson  PE 

2 

St.  Joseph 

Jonathan  S.King 

2 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 

(Sonia  D.Gee  PL) 

1 

Sicily  Island-Gilbert 

(William  F.  Foster  FL) 

2 

Simsboro,  Antioch 

(Reginald  D. Colvin  PL) 

3 

Tallulah 

West  Monroe: 

Paul  E. Sabin 

2 

Asbury 

John  G.  Deschner 

2 

Claiborne- Wilhite 

Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF 

2 

Faith 

Steven  R.  Kelly 

6 

First 

W.  Spiller  Milton 

3 

Associate 

Jack  D.  Phelps  RM 

2 

McGuire 

Michael  T.  Head 

8 

Associate 

(Raymon  L.  Owens,  Jr.  SP)  1 

Woodlawn 

(Gerald  R.Crise  SP) 

1 

Winnsboro 

William  A.  Moon,  III 

5 

Wisner 

(Frances  I.Guy  PL) 

5 

New  Orleans  District 

District  Superintendent 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary's  Chapel-Live  Oak 

Belle  Chasse 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 
Coordinator  of  Training 
Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 
Buras, Trinity 
Bush 

Chalmette,  Covenant 
Covington: 

First 

Fitzgerald-Waldheim 
Destrehan,  St.  Charles 
Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher 
Winan-Flayes  Chapel 
Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 
Gretna: 

Boynton 

Gretna 

Associate 

Kenner: 

El  Mesias 
First 

Lacombe 

LaPlace: 

First 

Associate 
Ninde  Chapel 
Luling 

Madisonville,  North  Cross 
Mandeville: 

Church  of  the  Servant 
Newell 

St.Timothy-on-the-North  Shore 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Pastor  Emeritus 

Metairie: 


Freddie  C.  Henderson  7 

(Bruce  L.  Brown  FL)  7 

Alfred  C.  Bakewell,  III  4 

Alan  D.  Einsel  2 

Barbara  C.Einsel  FD  2 

(Louis  A.  Smith  PL)  14 

(Gene  M.Faurie  FL)  9 

Karl  D.Wood  RM  35 

Ellen  R.  Alston  1 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr.  4 

(Wanda  S.Cosentino  FL)  3 
Chris  A.  Blanchard  1 

Lyndle  R.  Bullard  5 

Terrence  S.  August  25 

(Regina  B.  Hickman)  4 

Percell  Church,  Sr.  RM  3 

Franks.  Harris,  III  4 

(William  V.Turner  PL)  3 

Samuel  Calvo  OE  6 

William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  7 

(Lawrence  K.  Benson,  Jr.  PL)  7 


Mark  A.  Bray  1 

(Angerean  Brown  Harris  PL)  3 
(Horace  Brumfield  PL)  4 
Curtiss  D.  Eden  3 

Flint  E.Shea  6 

Charles  W.  Crews  3 

(Nolan  M.  Robinson  PL)  14 
James  W.  Mitchell  10 
Brady  S.Whitton  5 

(Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr.,  PL)  7 
(Christopher  S.  Fryou  PL)  1 
(Carol  R.  Richardson  FL)  3 
(Pattye  D.  Hewitt  FL)  2 
(Andrew  D.  Durbin  FL)  1 
J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM  5 


Metairie 

Munholland 

Associate 

Associate 

Director,  Christian  Education 
St.  Matthew's 
New  Orleans: 

Algiers 

Asbury-St.  Matthew 

Aurora 

Bethany 

Associate 

Brooks-Shaw  Temple 

Carrollton-Parker  Memorial 

Cornerstone 

Felicity 

First 

First  Street 
Grace 

Hartzell-Kenner,  Thomas 
Haven  Trinity 

Jefferson-Tulane  Wesley  Foundation 
John  Wesley 

Director,  Christian  Education 
Korean 

LaHarpe-Thompson 
Lake  Vista 
Mount  Zion 
Associate 
Napoleon  Avenue 
Peck-Wesley 
Peoples 

Philips  Memorial-Williams 

Rayne  Memorial 

Minister  of  Christian  Education 

Ross 

St.  Luke’s 

St.  Mark's 

St.  Paul's 

St.  Philip 

Trinity  of  Gentilly-Hahnville,  St.  James 

Pearl  River 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

Associate 

Associate 

First 

Associate 

Associate 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Hartzell  Mt. Zion 

Sun 

Varnado 

Shreveport  District 

District  Superintendent 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 

Arizona 

Athens 

Benton 

Bethel 

Bienville 

Bossier  City: 

Asbury 

Associate 

Barksdale 

Fellowship 

First 

Associate 

Director  of  Children's  Ministries 

Brushwood 

Cotton  Valley 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 

Doyline-Sibley 

Evergreen 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 
Greenwood-Bethany 
Haughton: 

Haughton 
Love  Chapel 
Haynesville-Shongaloo 
Heflin 

Homer-Homer,  Wesley  Chapel 

Hosston-Gilliam 

Ida 

Keithville: 

Fairview 

Keithville 

McDonald-Round  Grove 
Lisbon-Colquitt 
Logansport-Longstreet 
Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-New  Light 
Shady  Grove-Bonchest 
Wesley-Rosa-St.  Matthew 
Minden: 

First 

Associate 

Lakeview 

Mooringsport-Oil  City 
Pilgrim  Rest 


Pine  Grove 

Plain  Dealing-Walker’s  Chapel 
Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 
Pleasant  Valley 
Ringgold-Castor 
Shiloh-Keatchie 
Shreveport: 

Broadmoor 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Pastor  Emeritus 

Christ 

Associate 

Ellerbe  Road 

Fairfield-Faith 

First 

Associate 
Associate 
Minister  of  Music 
Scholar  in  Residence 

Minister  of  Sr.  Spiritual  Life  &  Women's  Ministry 

Minister  of  Spiritual  Formation 

Assoc/Chpl/Dir.  Ch.  Careers,  Centenary 

Grace  Community 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Associate 

Lakeview 

Mangum 

Morningside 

New  Creation 

Noel 

Associate 

North  Highlands 

Associate 

Northpoint 

St.  James 

St.  Luke's 

St.  Paul 

Summer  Grove 
Springhill 
Vivian 
Whitehall 
Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 


(Donald  L.  Huguley  RL) 
Richard  L.Cockburn 
(Doris  R.  Sheppard  RL) 
(Joe  E.  Hunter  RL) 
Douglas  E.Milliron 
T.B.S. 

Steven  M.  Spurlock 
M.Jack  O'Dell 
(Kathy  S.  Wafer  FL) 
Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM 
George  F.  Pearce,  Jr.  RM 
J.Thomas  Logan 
Ellen  B.  Montegudo 
(Judith  D.  Bazer) 

(Willie  E.  Jackson, Jr. FL) 
R.  Pat  Day  12 
Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 
William  F.  Mayo  RM 
(Will  K.  Andress  FL) 
Donald  A.  Webb  RM 
Regina  L.  Wren  FD 
Pamela  G.  Crews  FD 
(Betsy  B.  Eaves  FL) 
Robert  A.  Weber 
SioneTu'uta  PE 
(Richard  P. Varner  PL) 


6 

3 

3 

6 

23 


16 


19 

33 

12 

7 

7 


13 

3 

2 


(Christopher  B.  Williams  PL)  2 
(Stacy  E.  Hood  PL)  1 
W.  Winfrey  Alley  2 

Steven  W.  Caraway  2 
H.  Elizabeth  Love  Tu’uta  2 
(Ricky  R.  Myles  PL)  1 

David  F.  Fortuna  2 

David  R.  Melville,  Jr.  PE  1 
Sandra  B.  Huber  5 

(Thomas  E.  Dungan  PL)  2 
S.  Brian  Yeich  2 

Willie  L.  Henry  12 

Joseph  M.  Donakey  PE  3 
Kenneth  M.  Fisher  5 
W.  Mark  Strickland  3 
Burton  F.  Blair  3 

Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley  5 
Terra!  T.  Lowe  RM  2 

Richard  C.  Hooton  1 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 


Conference  Staff 

Director  of  Special  Ministries 

Provost,  Director  of  Connectional  Ministries 

Youth  Director 

Coordinator  of  Ordained  Ministry  &  Education 
Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Sr.  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation 
Director,  LA  UM  Foundation 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician 

Church  Extension  &  Transformation 


Alonzo  J.  Campbell  BR  10 
Donald  C.Cottrill  BR  2 
Thomas  E.Dolph  BR  3 
John  Edd  Harper  FD  BR  2 
Larry  D.  Norman  BR  7 
Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR  7 
Michael  D.  Reeves  OF  BR  4 


Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR 
H.E.  Stephens  BR 


Rhonda  E.Feurtado  5 

M.  Eugene  Finnell  2 

George  A.  Duerson  RM  4 

(Kathy  C.  Fitzhugh  FL)  4 

Janet  C.  Cavalier  FD  5 

H.  A.  Harrington,  Jr.  10 

Walter  L.  Parker,  Jr.  4 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM  17 

Hulen  C. Warren,  Jr.  2 

Hadley  R.  Edwards  8 

Inez  D.  Williams  FD  8 

Dale  E.  Branch  8 

Cory  L.  Sparks  PE  1 

James  F.  Haynes  5 

(Marva  L.  Mitchell  RL)  16 
W.  Dwight  Ramsey  7 

Abraham  E.  Davis  31 

(Walter  B.  Pennington  PL)  7 
Karl  M.  Clark  10 

Davis  W.  Clark  4 


Maximilian  O. Zehner  PE  2 
Helena  Wright-Butler  RM  5 
Barbara  M.  Hamilton  FD  5 


T.B.S. 

William  L.  Jones, Sr.  14 
Norwood  N.  Hingle,  III  6 
Victor  T.  McCullough  7 
(Yvonne  P.  Dayries  PL)  3 
Connie  M. Thomas  OE  1 
(Patricia  W.  Roland  FL)  5 


(Constance  R.  Saizon  PL)  4 


Joe  D.  Connelly  2 

Carol  S.Winn  Crawford  2 
Carol  L.  Sherer  FD  9 

(Isaac  J.Belonga  PL)  1 

Darryl  A. Tate  2 


T.B.S. 

(Sharon  D.  Zehner  FL)  1 
(Leslie  M.Taylor, Sr.  PL)  7 
(Joseph  R.  Wilson  FL)  4 


Timothy  M.  Smith  5 

T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr.  2 
Joshua  D.Milliron  5 

William  E.Thiele,  Jr.  OF  1 
Jerry  G.  Hilbun  4 

John  M.  Lee  RM  9 

(Allan  W.  Anderson  PL)  9 
Carolyn  O.  Foster  FD  11 
(Ernest  E.  Scott)  3 

(Roy  J.  Price  PL)  1 

Ester  L.  Hammond  RM  11 


William  D.  Peeples  6 

Ray  R.  Spiller  3 

(Verna  P.  Myers  PL)  3 
(Charles  R.  Penuell  PL)  9 
T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr.  2 
(Stephen  N.  Fife  SP)  1 
T.B.S. 

Barry  E.  Hughes  4 

Leslie  G.  Stephens  PE  2 
Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM  9 
Jonathan  W.  Beck  4 
Larry  G.  Miller 
(Kevin  D.Townsend  FL)  4 
Lylln  S.  Guth  DM  3 

Edward  L.  Cooper  OF  1 
(Dorcas  A. Thornton  PL)  5 
Steven  W.  Fowler  OF  1 
(Carl  D.  Munyon  RL)  4 
Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell  PE  3 
T.B.S. 

(Robert  D.  Hayes  FL)  2 
(Clinton  P.  Lovell,  Sr.  FL)  2 


(Thomas  E.  Dungan  PL)  3 
Benjamin  N.  McGehee  PE  1 


Henry  R.  Stone  PE  2 

(Carol  D.  Heard  PL)  5 

David  B.  Dietzel  8 

Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF  4 
Jerry  A.  Means  RM  5 

(Jerald  D.Danzell  PL)  2 

M. Theresa  McConnell  1 

(Donny  R.  Nedd  PL)  8 

(Edmun  L.  Frankie  RL)  2 

Robert  G.  Rowland  3 


Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 
Director  of  Spiritual  Formation 
Director  of  Parish  Development 
Mentor  Emeritus 


Carole  Cotton-Winn  NO  7 
W.  Craig  Gilliam  NO  2 
John  M. Winn,  Jr.,  RM  NO  1 5 


Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  Other 
Educational  Institutions 

Vice  President,  Student  Affairs, 

Garrett  Evangelical  Theo.  Seminary  Joaquin  Garcia  FD  MN  2 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Church  History  &  Methodist  Studies, 

Phillips  Theological  Seminary, Tulsa,  OK  Ellen  J.  Blue  NO  3 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St.  Joseph's  University, 

Philadelphia,  PA  Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  12 

Academic  Dean/Professor  of  Excellence,  American  Baptist  College, 

Nashville, TN  Graham  P.  Matthews,  Jr.  NO  3 

Oxford  College,  Emory  University  Judith  A.  Shema  NO  2 

President, The  Jefferson  Circle  David  G.Trickett  NO  17 

Campus  Ministers 

Wesley  Foundation,  Univ.  of  Louisiana  of  Lafayette 

Clay  K.  McConnell  PE  AC  3 


Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  State  Univ.  Shawn  M.Anglim  BR  5 

Wesley  Fdn.,  Southeastern  La  Univ  Heather  L.  Haussler  PE  BR  2 

Southern  University  Rodney  D.  Wooten  BR  2 

Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  Univ.  Angela  C.  Bulhof  PE  LC  2 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  Univ.  Scott  E.  Wright  MN  7 


Tulane  University  Maximilian  O.  Zehner  PE  NO  2 

APPOINTED  TO  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 

North  Texas  Carol  D.  Sparks  PE  SH  1 


See  Appointments,  page  8 


Irvin  J.  Boudreaux  PE  4 

(Oscar  E.  Player)  1 5 

George  L. Thomas  RM  6 
Bruce  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  OF  3 

J.  Roddy  Taylor  3 

(Linda  K.  Shepherd  RL)  1 

Henry  M.  Hamilton,  Jr.  2 

(Cheryl  L.  Nelson  FL)  5 

(Samuel  L.  Bradley  PL)  1 2 
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Appointments,  uompages 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS 

TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

US  Air  Force 

W.  Scott  Adams  SH  11 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other  Related  Ministries 

Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Lafayette 
Chap.,Tri-Cities  Hospice  &  Counseling  Ctr., 

Walton  C.  Dunbar  AC  6 

Kennewick,  WA 

Jose  Garcia  AC  6 

Paracletia  Cathy  Joy  Arends  PD  BR  1 

Exec.  Dir.,  Wesleyan  Sr.  Living  Foundation 

Ronald  D.  Dauphin  BR  4 

Chaplain,  Generations  Hospice,  BR 

Deborah  L.  Drash  BR  1 

Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp.,  BR 

Barbara  S.  Duke  BR  7 

La  Attorney  Disciplinary  Board 

Bernadine  Johnson  FD  BR  6 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Facility 

James  W.  Jones  RM  BR  4 

Staff  Chap.,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham 

Virginia  D.  Millet  BR  10 

Safe  House 

Christine  A.  Roberts  PD  BR  3 

Exec.  Vice  President,  Victorious  Christian  Living 

John  H.  Sewell  BR  12 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles 

David  R.  DeWitt  LC  12 

Chap.,  Harris  County  Psych.  Ctr.,  Houston, TX 

A.  Swindell  Hodges  LC  6 

Chap.,  Houston  Hospice,  Houston  TX 

Daniel  H.  Miller  LC  1 1 

Coordinator,  Whistle  Stop,  Lake  Charles 

Dorothy  J.  Smith  LC  2 

Spiritual  Counselor  &  Psychotherapist,  Cancer  Treatment  Center, 

St.  Vincent  Hosp.,  Santa  Fe,  NM 

Lou  Ann  Asbury  MN  4 

Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed.,  Meth.  Child.  Home 

Mickey  D.  Stringfield  MN  11 

The  People's  Inst.  For  Survival  &  Beyond 

C.  David  Billings,  Jr.  NO  3 

Chap.,  E.  Jefferson  General  Hospital,  Metairie 
Director  of  Clinical  Hypnotherapy, 

Beverly  H.  Connelly  PE  1 

Methodist  Health  System  Foundation 

Paul  G.  Durbin  RM  NO  29 

Chaplain,  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Hosp.,  Houston, TX 
Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor, 

Cindy  M.Graber  NO  2 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital,  Houston, TX 

Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  6 

District  Missioner 

Belief-Focused  Care  &  Healing 

Barbara  L.  Murray  FD  NO  7 

Springfield,  IL 

Roy  B.  Nash  RM  NO  5 

Chap./Dir.  Pastoral  Care,  Methodist  Health  System  Fdn. 

Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  23 

Methodist  Health  System  Foundation 

Bob  Smith  OE  NO  2 

Wesley  Comm.  Center,  Atlanta,  GBGM 

William  C.Taylor  NO  22 

NICU  Nurse  Practitioner/St.  Francis  Cabrini  Hospital 

Hubert  F.  Debo  FD  SH  1 

Director,  YWCA  Women's  Crisis  Services 

Rachel  L  Scott  DM  SH  7 

Appointments  Beyond  the  Ministry 

Usually  Extended  Through  the  Local  Church 
Exec.  Dir.,  Community  Media,  Inc. 

Durham,  North  Carolina 

Cathy  S.  Carlson  MN  29 

Primrose  Methodist  Church,  Johannesburg,  South  Africa 

Jon  M.  Lord  MN  2 

Special  Appointments  to  Other  Valid  Ministries 
Appointed  to  Attend  School 

rrc 

Atlanta  Theological  Association, 

Elenora  M.Cushenberry  PE  NO 

1 

Columbia  Theological  Seminary 

JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PM  NO  7 

Incapacity  Leave 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL 

24 

John  C.  Coker,  Sr.  BR 

5 

J.  Sidney  Montegudo  FD  BR 

5 

Samuel  D.  Reeves  BR 

6 

(Burnell  Bell  FL)  NO 

3 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM  NO 

8 

(Charles  R.Cosentino  FL)NO 

6 

Leave  of  Absence 

Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC 

7 

Karen  F.  Davis  BR 

3 

Randall  K.  Nichols  BR 

3 

Gregor  A.  Dike  NO 

Gregory  G.  Mann  NO 

R.  Michael  Boyett  SH 

1 

1 

3 

Bryan  S  Dauphin  SH 

3 

Walter  L  Parr,  Jr.  SH 

4 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PE  SH 

4 

Deaconesses 

Interpreter/Community  Service,  Pineville 

Carolina  Labrada  AL 

Outreach  Ministries,  Jordan 

Elsie  Cyrus  BR 

Community  Services,  Baton  Rouge 

Hallique  L  Dawson  BR 

Juanita  Llvie  R  NO 

Evelyn  Murphree  R.  NO 

Transferred  Out 

Percell  Church,  Jr. 

California-Nevada  June  1,2004 

Erika  S.  Fadel 

North  Texas  June  1 , 2004 

Carolyn  Stokes  Lambert 

Northern  Illinois  February  1 , 2004 
Robert  K.  Martin 

Missouri  June  1,2004 

Transferred  In 

John  Edd  Harper 

Florida  April  1,2004 

Church  leaders  at  the  W.T.  Handy  Luncheon  Thursday  gather  around  keynote  speaker  and 
New  Orleans  native  Karen  Johnson  Ujereh,  third  from  right,  a  missionary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  serving  in  Senegal.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Dancers  at  the  Fais  Do  Do  entertain  conference 
goers  at  a  break  Wednesday. The  Acadiana 
District  sponsored  the  event.  Photo  by  Betty 
Backstrom 


AWARDS 


Sojourner  Truth 
Award 

Kathy  Bass 


Rev.  Joe  Hoover  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Bunkie  pauses  for  a  photo  with  members  of  his  congrega¬ 
tion  Mablean  and  Leon  Holts,  Jr.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Important  Date! 
Mark  Your  Calendar! 


Pray  for  This  Gathering! 

Jurisdictional  Conference 
July  14-17 
Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 


For  additional  coverage  of 
the  2004  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  Lafayette,  visit 
the  Conference  website  at 
www.la-umc.org  to  find  pic¬ 
tures  of  events  and  detailed 
minutes  of  each  day's  pro¬ 
ceedings.  Audio  and  video 
tapes  of  the  conference  may 
be  obtained  by  calling 
(318)  797-1007. 


Crafty  kids  /8 
District  news  /7-8 

Bethany  UMC  kicks  off 
capital  campaign  /5 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Lucas 


Stephens 


Conference  office  to  experience 


The  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Area  Offices  will 
experience  several  staff  changes 
this  summer. 

Liz  Lucas,  administrative 
assistant  to  Provost  Don  Cottrill, 
retires  after  21  years  of  service 
to  the  Conference.  Over  the 
years,  she  has  assisted  Revs. 
Harvey  Williams,  Don  Cottrill, 


several  staff  changes  this  summer 

Leslie  Akin  and  Rena  Yocom  in  the 
area  of  Conference  Ministries. 

“Rather  than  saying  goodbye,  I 
would  like  to  say  thank  you  to  all  of 
the  many  friends  I  have  made  during 
my  years  in  the  Conference  office.  You 
have  been  here  to  help  and  to  guide 
and  to  make  my  job  easier  in  so  many 


Whitley 


See  Staff  Changes,  page  3 


Karen  Ujereh,  a  New  Orleans  native,  right,  serves  as  a  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  missionary  in  the  Senegal  Initiative.  Important  components  of  the 
work  there  include  a  prison  ministry  and  a  Wellness  Team  that  feeds  more  than 
400  children  under  age  five  each  week. 


New  Orleans  native  continues 
important  mission  in  Senegal 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

United  Methodist  missionary 
Karen  Ujereh  of  the  Senegal  Initiative 
in  Africa  visited  her  home  state  dur¬ 
ing  die  2004  La.  Annual  Conference 
held  in  Lafayette  last  month. 

Ujereh,  a  native  of  New  Orleans, 
spoke  at  the  W.  T.  Handy  Luncheon 
held  Thursday,  June  10  in  the 
Lafayette  Convention  Center.  She 
shared  success  stories  about  the 
ministry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  as  it  seeks  to  serve  a  country 
which  is  currendy  98  percent  of  the 
Muslim  faith. 

“The  Senegal  Initiative  is  one  of 
1 1  initiatives  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,”  explained  Ujereh. 
In  addition  to  establishing  new 
churches,  the  initiative  is  responsible 
for  an  active  prison  ministry,  a  well¬ 
ness  program  and  an  economic 
empowerment  program. 


Ujereh,  along  with  her  husband 
Sebastine,  has  been  instrumental  in 
starting  churches  throughout 
Senegal.  “We  began  with  a  focus  on 
establishing  churches  in  urban  areas, 
but  it  ultimately  shifted  to  rural 
areas.  In  addition  to  two  churches  in 
Dakar,  the  capital,  there  are  congre¬ 
gations  in  Thies,  Kaolack,  St.  Louis, 
Mbour,  Thiadiaye,  Pecc  Maxa, 
Nobandane,  Louly  and  others,”  said 
the  missionary. 

The  “house”  churches  are  pas- 
tored  by  12  ordained  clergy  and  a 
number  of  lay  pastors. 

“The  urban  churches  tend  to 
serve  more  adults,  while  the  rural 
churches  attract  many  children.  In 
one  such  congregation,  there  are  100 
members,  65  of  which  are  children,” 
said  Ujereh. 

The  prison  ministry  is  an  impor- 

See  Missionary,  page  4 


$7.3  million  budget 
approved  for  2005 

BY  CARL  RHOADS, 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR, 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

During  the  2004  La.  Annual 
Conference,  a  budget  of  $7.3  million 
was  approved  for  2005.  This  amount 
represents  an  increase  of  $177,720  over 
the  previous  year. 

That  increase  of  $124,460  is  the 
result  of  action  by  the  General 
Conference. 

Of  the  $124,460,  $82,930  is  set  aside 
for  the  World  Service  Fund  and  $40,966 
is  earmarked  for  the  Episcopal  Fund. 

Both  of  these  areas  are  extremely  impor¬ 
tant  to  the  work  of  the  Church.  The 
World  Service  Fund  serves  as  the 
lifeblood  of  ministry  globally,  and  the 
Episcopal  Fund  is  the  lifeblood  that  sup¬ 
ports  leadership  necessary  for  the 
Church  to  function. 

The  remaining  Conference  budget 
increase  of  $53,260  is  spread  over  the  14 
major  areas  of  ministry  in  the  La. 

Annual  Conference. 

Clergy  and  laity  attending  Annual 
Conference  celebrated  the  news  that  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  will 
be  debt  free  as  of  Dec.  31,  2004. 

This  allowed  the  reduction  of  the 
apportionment  for  the  Center’s  capital 
needs  by  $100,000.  Those  funds  have 
been  redirected  to  Pension  and  Health 
to  help  stabilize  our  health  insurance 
program. 

As  of  this  year,  the  Pastor  Defense 
Fund  is  fully  funded.  As  a  result,  the  pre¬ 
viously  needed  apportionment  of 
$70,000  is  now  deleted. 

In  response  to  former  action  of  the 
Annual  Conference,  $7,000  has  been  set 
aside  for  conflict  resolution. 

This  fund  will  assist  the  Annual 
Conference  in  working  with  churches 
having  difficulty  resolving  conflict  which 
impedes  their  abilities  to  move  forward 
in  their  work. 

Also  in  response  to  former  action, 
$15,000  is  earmarked  to  fund  a 
Response  Team  trained  to  respond  to 
accusations  of  harassment  in  local 
churches. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


"It  Won't  Rain  Always" 


Cynthia  Clawson,  one  of  my 
favorite  sacred  music  artists,  sings  a 
wonderful  and  encouraging  song  enti- 
ded,  “It  Won’t  Rain  Always.”  The  lyrics 
speak  of  the  difficult  times  we  face  in 
our  lives  and  liken  those  times  to  rainy 
days: 

“Someone  said,  that  in  each  life, 
some  rain  is  bound  to  fall. 

And  each  one  sheds  his  (her)  share 
of  tears  and  trouble  troubles  us  all. 

But  the  hurt  can’t  hurt  forever,  and 
the  tears  are  sure  to  dry, 

And  it  won’t  rain  always, 

The  clouds  will  soon  be  gone. 

The  sun  that  they’ve  been  hiding 
has  been  there  all  along. 

It  won’t  rain  always, 

God’s  promises  are  true. 

The  sun’s  gonna  shine  in  God’s  own 
good  time  and 

He’s  gonna  see  you  through.” 

These  past  several  days  I  have  been 
reminded  again  of  that  healing  song. 
The  rain  has  been  so  steady  and  heavy 
and  it  seems  as  if  it  might  rain  always! 
But,  I  know  that  the  sun  the  clouds 
have  been  hiding  will  shine  again  and 
there  will  come  a  day  when  we  are 
complaining  that  we  need  rain! 

Through  a  very  dark  period  of  my 
life  I  almost  wore  out  Cynthia 
Clawson’s  tape,  "River  of  Memories,” 
which  contains  this  song.  As  I  drove 
the  highways  of  New  Mexico  I  would 
listen  over  and  over  again  to  these 
words  and  would  find  hope  and  com¬ 
fort  that  it  wouldn’t  rain  always  in  my 
life,  but  the  sun  would  come  shining 
through.  And  it  has! 

Rain  is  an  interesting  phenomenon. 
Jesus  referred  to  it  as  a  sign  of  justice. 
He  said  on  one  occasion,  “Love  your 
enemies  and  pray  for  those  who  perse¬ 
cute  you,  so  that  you  may  be  children 
of  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven:  for  he 
makes  his  sun  rise  on  the  evil  and  on 
the  good,  and  sends  rain  on  the  just 
and  on  the  unjust.”  (Matthew  5:  44-45) 
All  of  us  receive  God’s  abundant  grace 
and  compassion  and  all  of  us  receive 
God’s  justice  and  judgment.  If  that 
process  gets  out  of  balance,  we  are 
most  to  be  pitied. 

At  times  it  seems  as  if  we  are  recipi¬ 
ents  of  one  or  the  other  in  overabun¬ 
dance.  The  rain,  which  is  necessary 
for  the  growth  of  the  plants  of  the 
earth  and  for  the  replenishing  of  the 
liquid  that  makes  our  lives  livable,  can 
seem  to  be  overwhelming  (especially 


to  former  “desert 
rats”  like  me!).  And 
if  we  liken  that  con¬ 
stant  downfall  to 
the  difficulties  we 
face,  we  can  almost 
come  to  the  point 
of  shaking  our  fist 
at  God  and  saying, 
“Lighten  up  a  little 
on  me  Lord!  I  think 
I  have  gotten  the 
point!” 

Then  comes  the 
abundance  of  sunlight  that  brightens 
our  day  and  makes  the  plants  grow 
that  have  been  watered  by  the  rain. 

And  we  love  to  bask  in  the  sunlight! 

It’s  refreshing  to  see  things  going  well, 
to  watch  the  unimpeded  success  in 
our  personal  life  and  those  around  us, 
and  to  believe  we  are  indeed  favored 
by  God  because  into  our  life  “a  little 
rain  is  not  falling.”  But,  as  I  have 
shared  with  you  before,  my  rancher 
friends  always  say  of  cloudless  days 
and  bright  sunny  skies,  “Three  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  five  days  of  this  a  year 
will  ruin  you!”  I’ve  known  some  peo¬ 
ple  whose  lives  have  literally  been 
ruined  by  too  many  cloudless  days! 
They  do  not  know  the  growing 
strength  of  the  rain.  They  are  unknow¬ 
ingly  surrounded  by  drought  and  are 
unaware  that  their  life  is  shallow  and 
devoid  of  fresh  and  deep-rooted 
growth. 

Oh,  it  won’t  rain  always.  Thank  God 
for  that.  But  I  don’t  want  the  rain  to  go 
away  forever  either!  I  do  want  it  to 
“come  again  another  day.”  I  willingly 
submit  to  its  uncomfortable  presence 
in  my  personal  life  because  I  know 
that  the  goodness  it  will  produce  far 
outweighs  the  drought  that  will  exist 
without  it. 

Rain  and  sunshine  are  all  part  of  the 
Journey.  When  they  get  out  of  balance 
litde  good  is  accomplished. 

Sometimes  we  are  good  and  some¬ 
times  we  are  evil.  Thank  God  the  sun 
rises  on  us  all.  Other  times  we  are  just 
and  sometimes  unjust.  Thank  God  the 
rain  falls  on  us  all.  May  you,  in  what¬ 
ever  state  you  find  yourself,  be  grate¬ 
fully  aware  of  God’s  great  love  for  you 
and  of  the  great  balance  God  will  lov¬ 
ingly  bring  into  your  life. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Full-Time  Positions  at  Pineville  UMC 

Full-time  positions  (2)  open  immediately  for  Director  of 
Children’s  Ministry  and  Director  of  Student  Ministry.  Salary 
negotiable.  Contact  Rev.  Lamar  Oliver,  Associate  Pastor,  First 
United  Methodist  Church  Pineville,  LA.  318-640-1050  or  pas- 
tor@fumcpineville.org.  Send  Resume  to  FUMC  Pineville, 

2550  Monroe  Highway,  Pineville,  LA  71360. 


At  the  Annual  Conference  on  Wednesday,  June  9,  Sylvia  Harrington,  widow  of  the  late 
Dr.  Robert  F.  Harrington,  presented  a  check  to  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  on  behalf  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC  (New  Orleans)  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Harrington  Endowment  Fund. The  fund  leaves  a  legacy  in  Harrington's  honor  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  positively  impact  both  church  and  society,  as  he  did  during  his  lifetime.  Pictured 
above  are:  (I  to  r)  Rev.  Victor  McCullough,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC;  Mrs.  Robert  F.  (Sylvia) 
Harrington;  Dr.  Michael  Reeves,  President,  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  LA;  Gwen 
Green,  Mt.  Zion  UMC;  Azalea  Stevenson,  Chair,  Endowment  Fund  Committee,  Mt.  Zion 
UMC;  and  Rob  Fairly,  Vice  President,  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  LA. 


Spiritual  Academy  offering  several  programs 


Several  exciting  programs  will  be 
offered  by  the  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  and  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  in  the  coming  months. 

“Into  the  Stillness,”  a  contemplative 
retreat  for  men  and  women,  is  slated  for 
July  25-28  at  the  St.  Charles  Center  in 
Lake  Charles,  La. 

The  cost  of  $200  includes  a  private 
room  and  all  meals. 

“Six  Thinking  Hats,”  a  workshop 
designed  for  church  committees  or 
teams,  teaches  groups  how  to  lead 
shorter,  more  productive  meetings  and 
to  look  at  decisions  and  challenges  sys¬ 
tematically. 

The  workshop  will  be  offered  Aug.  19 
at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston  and  Aug.  26  at  Broadmoor  UMC. 
Registration,  if  sent  prior  to  Aug.  9,  is  $60 
for  the  first  person  and  $55  for  each 
additional  person  from  the  same 
church.  The  fee,  which  covers  workshop 


materials  and  lunch,  is  $70  per  person  at 
the  door. 

“The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership,”  a 
four-retreat  process,  begins  in 
September  and  is  held  at  the  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth,  La.  The  four 
retreats  are  “Connecting  to  Our  Calling,” 
to  be  held  Sept.  16-18  and  led  by 
Dr.  Steve  Long;  “Connecting  to  Our 
Souls,”  slated  for  Nov.  4-6  and  led  by  Rev. 
Jane  E.  Vennard;  “Connecting  to  the 
Church  and  Community,”  to  be  held 
Feb.  24-26,  2005;  and  “Connecting  to 
Our  Faith  Journey,”  scheduled  for  April 
14-16,  2005  and  led  by  Ms.  Marcia 
McFee.  Cost  for  the  program  is  $350, 
which  can  be  paid  in  two  installments. 
The  fee  covers  lodging  (double  occupan¬ 
cy)  and  meals  for  all  four  retreats.  To 
apply  for  these  programs,  or  for  more 
information,  contact  C.  Shannon 
Sandifer  at  (225)  346-1646,  ext.  224  or 
email  ssandifer2@be0south.net. 
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Staff  Changes,  from  page 1 


ways.  I  look  forward  to  keeping  up  with 
you  through  Louisiana  Now!,”  said 
Lucas. 

Liz  is  replaced  by  Rhonda  Whitley, 
who  has  served  for  several  years  on  the 
staff  of  St.  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mandeville. 

“I  am  eager  to  see  what  God  has 
planned  for  the  next  chapter  of  my  life.  1 
am  also  very  excited  about  this  opportu¬ 
nity  to  work  at  the  Conference  office," 
said  Whidey. 

Rev.  Steve  Stephens,  former  pastor  of 
St.  Andrews  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  joins 
the  Conference  staff  as  Director  of 
Church  Extension  and  Transformation. 


The  new  position  was  developed  as  part 
of  a  matching  funds  grant  from  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana. 

“I  am  delighted  to  serve  in  the  newly 
established  Office  of  Church  Extension 
and  Transformation.  The  goal  of  this 
new  office  is  to  establish  new  congrega¬ 
tions  and  empower  existing  congrega¬ 
tions  to  be  more  faithful  to  God’s  calling 
and  more  effective  in  Christ’s  ministry 
and  mission.  I  am  in  this  ministry 
because  God’s  mission  needs  a  church. 

If  you’re  that  church,  please  contact  me 
and  we’ll  talk  about  Christ’s  dynamic  way 
of  transforming  lives  and  communities.” 


Foundation  to  offer  stewardship  workshops 


The  United 
Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  will  host 
two  workshops  on 
local  church  steward¬ 
ship  in  August. 

The  workshops  will 
be  led  by  Herb  Miller, 
noted  local  church 
consultant  and  recog¬ 
nized  authority  in  con¬ 
gregational  health  and  effectiveness. 

The  workshops  will  be  held  on  Aug.  14 
at  First  Bossier  UMC  in  Bossier  City  and 
August  21  at  University  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  and  will  equip  pastors,  steward¬ 
ship  or  finance  committee  members 
with  practical  “how-to”  insights,  ideas 
and  methods  that  maximize  financial 
stewardship  in  congregations. 

Miller’s  program  focuses  on  the  spiri¬ 
tuality  of  giving  rather  than  giving  to 


meet  churches’  budgetary  needs.  It  has 
brought  new  life  to  struggling  financial 
stewardship  programs  across  many 
denominations. 

The  workshops  will  also  address 
effective  year-round  stewardship  educa¬ 
tion,  how  to  conduct  the  new 
Consecration  Sunday  Stewardship 
Program,  factors  that  motivate  people  to 
give  to  churches,  and  more. 

Cost  for  the  workshop  is  $99  for  those 
who  register  by  July  23,  and  $149  for 
those  who  register  after  July  23. 
Registration  includes  attendance  for  one 
pastor  and  six  others,  lunch  for  seven, 
and  materials. 

For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  at  (225)  346-1535,  or  log  on 
to  the  Education  page  of  the 
Foundation’s  website  at  www.umf.org 
for  a  registration  brochure. 


United  Way  president:  resource  referral  not  easy 


Editor’s  Note:  Dr.  David  Britt,  president 
of  the  United  Way  of  Central  Louisiana, 
spoke  to  the  La.  Annual  Conference  on 
July  12  in  the  Lafayette  Convention 
Center  as  21,000  baby  blankets  were  ded¬ 
icated  for  distribution  to  the  poor  of 
Louisiana.  The  following  article  resource 
referral,  written  by  Britt,  reflects  part  of 
the  message  shared  at  the  dedication. 

One  of  the  most  persistent  questions 
faced  by  ministers  of  all  types  is  “Where 
can  I  send  this  particular  person  with 
this  particular  problem?" 

I  can  tell  you  that  we  ministers  don’t 
find  this  question  addressed  in  our  sem¬ 
inary  training.  Frankly,  every  communi¬ 
ty  is  different,  so  there’s  really  little  way 
that  a  seminary  in  one  city  can  tell  its 
future  graduates  where  to  go  for  help  in 
another  city. 

In  the  nonprofit  world,  we  call  this 
field  referral.  Making  a  good  referral  is 
important  because  it  prevents  frustra¬ 
tion  for  the  person  in  need,  and  it  pre¬ 
vents  both  frustration  and  wasted  time 
for  the  agency  staff  who  really  can’t  do 
what  someone  “out  there”  said  they 
could. 

Bad  referrals  create  frustration  and 
despair  for  people  who  are  already  in 
crisis,  and  they  take  up  valuable 
resources  that  need  to  be  applied  else¬ 
where. 

The  problem  is  that  making  a  good 
referral  is  hard. 

There’s  no  such  thing  as  “the  human 


services  system;”  we  have  a  jumble  of 
subsystems  that  don’t  really  talk  with 
each  other  very  much. 

It’s  as  though  we’ve  created  lots  of 
patches  but  no  seamless  quilt  that  really 
gets  the  job  done.  Additionally,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  nonprofit  organizations  has  sky¬ 
rocketed  in  recent  years;  it’s  humanly 
impossible  to  know  them  all. 

The  phone  book  only  helps  if  you 
already  know  which  agency  to  call;  those 
who  don’t  know  where  to  turn  have  been 
out  of  luck-until  now. 

The  Guide  to  Human  Services  pro¬ 
vides  that  quilt,  knitting  together  sixteen 
areas  of  need  into  one  searchable  data¬ 
base  of  nonprofit  agencies  and  congre¬ 
gations. 

A  public  website,  www.guidetohu- 
manservices.org,  the  database  is  avail¬ 
able  at  no  charge  to  anyone  with  access 
to  the  Internet. 

Users  can  search  broadly  by  keyword 
to  locate  all  agencies  that  use  that  key¬ 
word  (i.e.,  “shelter”),  or  they  can  use  the 
unique  Decision  Tree  feature  to  zero  in 
on  the  one  or  two  best  agencies  for  a 
particular  person  with  a  particular  need. 

The  website  covers  all  of  Louisiana 
except  for  Baton  Rouge  and  Houma, 
which  as  of  yet  have  no  online  databases 
of  human  service  agencies.  Agencies  and 
congregations  can  add  themselves  to  the 
database  at  no  charge,  and  can  update 
their  own  profiles  later,  as  programs 
change. 


Kathryn  Moore  and  daughter  Madison  create  mantles  out  of  muslin  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  Annual  Conference  2004. The  mantles  were  worn  by  clergy  as  a  symbol  of 
Unity.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 


Mantles  show  clergy's 'oneness' in  worship 


As  all  clergy  entered  the  Worship 
Area  (Exhibit  Hall  A)  for  Opening 
Worship  at  the  2004  Annual 
Conference  in  Lafayette  last 
month,  they  were  handed  a  simple, 
muslin  mantle  to  wear  over  their 
robes. 

These  identical  mantles  symbol¬ 
ized  the  “oneness”  and  unity  of  the 
clergy,  be  they  active  or  retired. 
“Using  the  natural  muslin  helps  to 
tie  in  with  this  year’s  visual  image 
of  the  tent.  By  making  the  mantles 
all  the  same,  it  demonstrates  the 
unity  of  purpose  and  inclusiveness 
experienced  by  all  our  clergy,”  said 
Kathryn  Moore,  administrative 
assistant  to  Bishop  Hutchinson  and 
coordinator  of  the  mantle  project. 

Moore,  along  with  a  dedicated 
group  of  workers,  found  the  fabric 
and  made  600  plus  mantles  to  be 


worn  at  the  service. 

“Each  mantle  was  90  inches 
long,  and  if  all  600  were  laid  end  to 
end,  we  would  have  1,500  yards  of 
continuous  unity,”  said  Moore, 
with  a  smile. 

The  volunteers,  including  adults 
and  youth,  spent  30  plus  hours  cut¬ 
ting,  measuring,  and  tearing  fabric 
for  the  finished  items. 

Those  who  helped  included 
Meagan  Moore  and  Madison 
Moore,  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge; 
Lauren  Chatelaine,  First  UMC  in 
Baker;  and  Dorothy  Major  and 
William  Major,  University  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

After  the  service,  the  clergy 
returned  the  mantles,  which  were 
tied  together  end  to  end  and  incor¬ 
porated  into  the  final  worship  serv¬ 
ice  on  Saturday. 


Conference  Youth  Director  Tom  Dolph  attends  one  of  the  sessions  at  the  2004  Annual 
Conference  in  Lafayette  with  youth  representatives  (from  right)  Laura  Johnson,  Britney 
Strozier,  Bobby  Toups,  Andrew  Connell,  and  Jassoni  Young.  Photo  by  Joshua  Lewis 
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More  than  400  children  under  age  five  benefit  each  week  from  the  efforts  of  the 
Wellness  Team  of  the  Senegal  Initiative.  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Missionary 
Karen  Ujereh,  a  Louisiana  native  who  administers  the  program,  says, "We  spend  a  lot  of 
time  teaching  mothers  how  to  properly  feed  their  children." 


Missionary,  from  page  7 


tant  component  of  church  outreach  in 
Senegal.  “There  are  five  prisons  being 
served;  three  housing  women  and  two 
for  boys.  A  key  aspect  of  the  ministry  is 
the  serving  of  breakfast  to  the  prisoners, 
who  otherwise  would  receive  only  one 
meal  a  day  through  the  existing  system," 
said  Ujereh. 

Another  important  ministry  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Senegal  Initiative  is  the  work  of  a 
Wellness  Team,  which  facilitates  nutri¬ 
tion  centers,  medical  work  and  distrib¬ 
utes  meals  and  medicine  with  the  help 
of  individual  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es.  “Over  400  children  under  the  age  of 
five  are  fed  twice  a  week.  We  also  spend 
a  lot  of  time  teaching  mothers  how  to 
properly  feed  their  children,”  said  the 
missionary. 

The  economic  empowerment  pro¬ 
gram  encompasses  agricultural  efforts,  a 
women’s  skills  program  and  a  micro¬ 
credit  loan  fund.  “Through  the  micro¬ 
credit  program,  close  to  450  women 
have  been  given  loans  to  start  their  own 
businesses.  The  agricultural  component 
teaches  people  how  to  grow  vegetables 
and  to  manage  sale  of  their  products. 
The  women’s  skills  program,  which  takes 
three  years  to  complete,  teaches  sewing, 
knitting,  embroidery,  batik  and  other 


skills,”  said  Ujereh. 

In  early  January,  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell  and  his  wife  Jackie  visited 
Ujereh  in  Senegal  during  Campbell’s 
clergy  renewal  trip.  “Their  time  with  me 
was  such  a  blessing.  I  had  been  in  mis¬ 
sion  for  15  years.  I  was  becoming  dis¬ 
couraged.  Their  (the  Campbells)  visit 
inspired  me  and  gave  me  the  strength  I 
needed  to  continue  the  work,”  said 
Ujereh. 

The  GBGM  missionary  wants  to 
invite  anyone  in  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  to  travel  to  Senegal  to  visit 
or  be  a  part  of  the  ongoing  initiative. 
“Once  people  see  the  wonderful  work 
being  done  here,  they’ll  feel  more 
involved.  Be  a  part  of  a  Volunteers  in 
Mission  team  ...  I  understand  the  first 
one  coming  from  Louisiana  is  scheduled 
for  spring  of  2005,”  she  said. 

Financial  gifts  are  always  needed. 
Groups  can  also  send  white  t-shirts, 
which  are  decorated  and  given  to  pris¬ 
oners  for  holiday  gifts.  Colorful  pieces  of 
cloth,  two  meters  long,  are  used  as  sash¬ 
es  to  be  worn  with  the  t-shirts. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  offer 
assistance  to  the  Senegal  Initiative,  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  conference 
director  of  Special  Ministries,  at  (225) 
664-7979  or  email  robumc@yahoo.com. 


Incentive  offered  for  Conference  youth  events 


Attention  all  Conference  Youth 
and  Youth  Groups!  As  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  churches  throughout  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  who  have  not 
been  participating  in  Conference 
Youth  Events* . . .  We  are  offering  a 
20%  discount  on  fees  to  any  church 
that  has  not  participated  in  an  event 
in  the  past  two  years. 

See  your  March  4  issue  of  the 
Louisiana  Now!  for  registration 
forms,  or  go  to  www.la- 
umc.org/youth.htm  or  call  225-346- 
1646. 

*The  fine  print:  Please  mark  your 


registration  forms  with  the  word 
“NEWBIE”. 

Registrations  must  be  received 
before  the  due  date  for  each  event  or 
participant  must  pay  full  price,  plus 
late  fee. 

This  incentive  is  to  encourage  new 
participants,  it  is  not  designed  for 
those  who  already  participate  in  con¬ 
ference  events  (i.e.  Fall  Convo,  Junior 
High  retreat  and  Senior  High  retreat). 
The  Conference  Youth  Director  has 
sole  discretion  of  qualifying  church¬ 
es.  Questions?  Call  Tom  Dolph  at 
(225)  346-1646. 


Snapshots  of  Annual  Conference  2004 

Bishop  William  Hutchinson  and  Monroe  District  Superintendent  Marie  Williams 
pause  before  the  Memorial  Service,  top.  The  choir  sings  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Ordination  Service,  middle.  Special  thanks  go  to  the  volunteers  and  planning 
committee  of  the  Acadiana  District,  above,  for  their  exceptional  work  preparing 
this  year's  Annual  Conference.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis  and  Betty  Backstrom. 


mma 


July  2,2004 


Louisiana  Conference  NtJW!  Special  Insert 


5 


Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans  kicks  off 
capital  campaign  with  sign  hanging 


IT’s  A  MOVING  CELEBRATION! 

Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 
had  its  humble  beginnings  in  the  home 
of  two  of  its  members  in  the 
Pontchartrain  Park  Community  in  1957. 
The  first  building  was  built  on  that  par¬ 
cel  of  ground  located  at  4533  Mendez 
Street.  In  1969  the  current  building  was 
built  on  the  site  adjacent  to  the  first 
church  structure  built  under  the  pastoral 
leadership  of  the  late  Reverend  Edward 
A.  Kennedy.  The  4533  Mendez  Street 
facility  has  been  home  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  its  growing  ministries  for  47 
years.  The  present  facility  has  been  the 
home  of  the  AARR  Bethany  Senior 
Citizen  Ministry,  and  the  former 
Bethany  Day  Care  Center,  Silver  Foxes 
Senior  Exercise  Group  and 
Pontchartrain  Park  Credit  Union. 

Whenever  a  family  grows,  that  family 
needs  to  make  adjustments  to  facilitate 
and  accommodate  its  future  growth  and 
development. 

Bethany’s  various  ministries  have 
made  it  necessary  for  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Hadley  R.  Edwards  and  the  Bethany 
leadership  to  put  in  place  the  process  to 
better  facilitate  its  membership,  its  pres¬ 
ent  and  future  ministries  and  the  new 
membership  growth. 

Sunday,  May  16  was  a  day  of  celebra¬ 
tion  for  Bethany’s  acquisition  4.26  acres 
of  land.  The  acquired  land  has  been 
sought  after  by  Bethany  Church  for 
about  four  years  under  the  leadership  of 
the  late  Leroy  Crump,  past  chairman  of 
the  Building  Committee.  The  land  was 
finally  acquired  on  March  29,  2004  by 
the  present  Building  Committee  and  its 


new  chairperson  Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump. 
Bethany’s  new  home  will  be  in  Eastern 
New  Orleans,  two  blocks  off  Lake 
Pontchartrain  located  at  the  corners  of 
Crowder  Blvd.  and  Curran  Road. 
“Bethany  By  The  Lake”  will  be  located 
on  a  grove  of  land  that  was  once 
planned  as  an  orange  grove. 

A  “Sign  Hanging”  ceremony  climaxed 
the  celebration.  More  than  340  of 
Bethany  members,  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bors  joined  at  an  11  a.m.  worship  service 
under  tents  to  celebrate  its  new  home, 
“Bethany  By  the  Lake”.  The  day  consist¬ 
ed  of  spirit-filled  Gospel  singing  by  the 
Bethany  Mass  Choir,  a  dynamic  sermon 
by  Pastor  Hadley  R.  Edwards,  the  first 
baptism  at  the  new  site  where  three  chil¬ 
dren  were  baptized,  followed  by  a  New 
Orleans  style  second  line  led  by  the  Soul 
Rebel  Jazz  Band  to  the  symbolic  unveil¬ 
ing  of  the  new  sign  announcing  the 
“Future  Home  of  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church”.  The  sky  over 
Bethany’s  Grove  was  filled  with  clusters 
of  purple  balloons  released  as  a  symbol 
of  victory  and  celebration  to  God  for  all 
His  blessings.  The  celebration  at  the  new 
site  also  included  a  day  of  family  fun,  fel¬ 
lowship  and  a  picnic.  Pastor  Edwards 
wanted  the  day  to  be  planned  for  the 
children  of  the  church  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  as  participants. 

Bethany  anticipates  the  completion 
of  the  new  facility  to  be  sometimes  in 
2007,  50th  anniversary  of  the  church. 


Written  By 

Reverend  Hadley  R.  Edwards 
Pastor  1997-Present 


—————— 
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FUTURE  home  of 

BETHANY 


United  Methodist  Church 

Reverend  Hadley  R.  Edwards,  Pastor 


PRESENTLY  LOCATED  AT:  .  . 

4533  Mendez  Street  •  ^ew  Orleans,  LA  A 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  celebrated  the  acquisition  of 
4.26  acres  of  land  for  its  new  home  with  the  hanging  of  a  new  sign,  above. The  day  con¬ 
sisted  of  spirit-filled  Gospel  singing  by  the  Bethany  Mass  Choir,  a  dynamic  sermon  by 
Pastor  Hadley  R.  Edwards  and  the  first  baptism  at  the  new  site  where  three  children 
were  baptized. These  were  followed  by  a  New  Orleans  style  second  line  led  by  the  Soul 
Rebel  Jazz  Band  to  the  symbolic  unveiling  of  the  sign  announcing  the  "Future  Home  of 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church'.' 


6 


Louisiana  Conference NtJW! 


July  2,2004 


The  Clergy  Spouse  Luncheon  at  the  2004  Annual  Conference  featured  fabulous  hats 
worn  by  the  event's  hostesses-and  one  extra  hat  kept  Bill  Strawbridge  from  feeling 
left  out  of  the  festivities,  above.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Rev.  Wanda  Cosentino  helps  Rev.  Sheri  Zehner  put  on  one  of  the  muslin  mantles 
designed  for  the  Memorial  Service  at  the  2004  Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette, 
top.  The  mantles  symbolized  the  'oneness'  of  the  clergy  and  were  later  tied 
together  and  incorporated  into  the  closing  worship  service.  Above:  Rev.  Brady 
Whitton  tries  on  a  bundle  of  mantles  next  to  Rev.  Jonathan  King. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Director  of  La.  Disaster  Recovery  Sarah  Schoeffler,  top,  at  right,  presented  a 
report  on  the  group's  many  accomplishments  to  the  2004  Annual  Conference  in 
Lafayette.  One  of  the  residents  the  group  helped,  Angie  Duhon,  above  right, 
with  case  worker  Rebecca  Rutherford,  also  attended  the  gathering. "Without  all 
these  people  right  here,  we  would  be  lost,"  she  said  of  the  group  members 
around  her. The  team  stands  next  to  its  equipment  trailer,  top. 

Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 
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Matheny  scholars 


Twenty  Daughenbaugh- 


Twenty  Daughenbaugh-Matheny 
Scholarships  have  been  awarded  for  the 
2004-05  school  year  because  of  the  excel¬ 
lent  job  done  by  the  districts  in  raising 
money  for  the  fund.  The  recipients  are 
listed  by  district,  along  with  the  school 
each  is  attending. 

Acadiana 

Chantel  Conrad  -  Dillard 
Elbony  Jordan  -  Dillard 

Alexandria 

Darrius  Hills  -  Centenary 
Lake  Charles 
Whitney  Handy  -  Dillard 
Latoya  Lewis  -  Dillard 
Megan  Saucier  -  Centenary 
Monroe 

Olivia  Hamilton  -  Centenary 
Thomas  Roach  -  Centenary 
Jared  Williams  -  Centenary 
Deneyelle  Wilson  -  Dillard 
New  Orleans 
Bradley  Johnson  -  Dillard 
Monica  Sangster  -  Dillard 
North  Shore 
Debra  Elsen  -  Centenary 
Tiffany  Harry  -  Dillard 
Elizabeth  Sweetman  -  Centenary 
Carrie  Weber  -  Centenary 
Ruston 

Halley  Grantham  -  Centenary 

Shreveport 

Malinda  Debusk  -  Centenary 
Whitney  Jackson  -  Centenary 
Leo  Kacenjar  -  Centenary 


Conrad 


Sweetman  Weber 


Grantham 


honored  at  Conference 


Handy 


Lewis 


Saucier 


Johnson 


Sangster 


Elsen 


Debusk 


Jackson 


Kacenjar 


News  from  the  Districts... 


Grambling  Campus  Ministry  and  Northeast  Epiphany  Ministry  have  begun  offer¬ 
ing  the  opportunity  to  serve  all  students  and  staff  members  who  are  studying  in 
a  service  career  such  as  Criminal  Justice,  Social  Work,  Nursing ,  Education,  and 
recreation  and  physical  education  for  community  service  in  prison  ministry.  In 
March  seven  students  received  training  and  got  the  opportunity  to  serve  and 
speak  to  the  young  inmates  at  the  Swanson  Correction  Center  on  the  subject, 
"Hang  In  There!"  One  of  the  students  shared  their  life  story  on  how  she  lived  from 
alley  to  alley  eating  out  of  the  garage  can  with  her  mother,  who  was  a  drug 
addict.  She  impressed  upon  them  that  learning  about  God's  love  has  given  her 
the  ability  to  "Hang  in  there."  She  is  now  a  freshman  in  Criminal  Justice  -Social 
Work  and  intent  upon  completing  college. 


Members  of  First  UMC,  New  Iberia,  commissioned 


On  May  30, 2004, 12  lay  people  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Iberia  were  commissioned  into  a  special 
ministry  of  care  and  concern  for  others 
as  Stephen  Ministers. 

This  rite  of  commissioning  culmi¬ 
nates  a  period  of  extensive  training  and 
preparation  for  caring  ministry  through 
the  Stephen  Series,  a  program  for  lay 
caring  ministry  developed  and  adminis¬ 
tered  by  Stephen  Ministries  St.  Louis. 

Our  Stephen  Ministers  have  studied 
and  practiced  skills  in  such  areas  as 
dealing  with  feelings,  crisis  intervention, 
asserting  oneself  with  gendeness  and 
firmness,  along  with  other  topics  to  pre- 

Marva  Dawn  workshop  set 

“A  Workshop  with  Marva  Dawn  and 
Company”  will  be  held  Oct.  9  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles.  Sponsored  by  the  Lake  Charles 
District,  the  event  is  open  to  all  lay  and 
clergy  engaged  in  planning  and  present¬ 
ing  worship. 

Dr.  Marva  Dawn,  an  internationally 
known  theologian,  will  serve  as  keynote 
speaker.  Breakout  sessions  will  focus  on 


pare  them  to  help  people  who  are  expe¬ 
riencing  problems  in  their  lives.  After  the 
commissioning,  these  Stephen  Ministers 
will  be  assigned  to  minister  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  community,  working  with 
people  who  are  experiencing  such  life 
crises  as  hospitalization,  retirement, 
financial  setback,  the  loss  of  a  loved  one, 
or  any  of  a  number  of  other  difficulties 
people  face  in  daily  living. 

The  Stephen  Ministers  commissioned 
were  Sandra  Allen,  Betty  Bernard, 
Marilynn  Carter,  Ralph  Childers,  Jr.,  Jerry 
Collins,  Joan  Collins,  Cindy  Kern,  Nicole 
Parich,  Vicki  Sorrel,  Dawn  Suggs,  Mary 
Ann  Voorhies  and  Marilynn  White. 

for  October  in  Lake  Charles 

instruments,  visuals,  contemporary 
music,  traditional  music,  developing  a 
creative  worship  committee  and  the  role 
of  the  worship  leader. 

Registrations  received  by  Oct.  1  are 
$15  per  person,  $20  at  the  door.  The  fee 
includes  all  activities  and  lunch. 

For  additional  information,  contact 
Dr.  Douglas  Ezell  at  (337)  439-2982  or 
email  lcdistrict@lcdumc.com. 


Baton  Rouge  choir  to  perform  'Children  of  Eden' 


The  Chapel  Choir  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  will  perform  “Children  of  Eden” 
on  Thursday,  July  8  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
church  sanctuary. 

The  group’s  final  performance  of  the 


acclaimed  musical  follows  performances 
in  Gainesville,  Orlando,  Pensacola  and 
Slidell  as  the  choir  visits  various  church¬ 
es.  The  Chapel  Choir  is  directed  by  Matt 
Rawle,  youth  director  and  Chapel  Choir 
director  for  University  UMC. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Mt.Zion  UMC  to  celebrate  1 34th  anniversary 


Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  at  2700  Louisiana 
Avenue  in  New  Orleans  invites  you  to 
share  its  134th  church  anniversary. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  anniversary 
is  “Total  Faith,  Total  Service,  and  Total 
Praise  134  Glorious  Years  of  Mount 
Zion.”  The  pastor  of  Mount  Zion  UMC 
is  Victor  T.  McCullough.  The  celebration 
will  include  a  Gospel  Mini-Fair  on 


Saturday,  July  17  from  1-6  pm.  The  fair 
will  feature  sacred  music,  dance,  food 
and  games.  On  Saturday  July  24  the 
church  will  host  a  prayer  breakfast  at  9 
a.m. 

The  anniversary  celebration  will  cul¬ 
minate  with  two  worship  services  on 
July  25  to  be  held  at  9  a.m.  and  5  p.m. 
For  more  information,  call  (504)  895- 
6110. 


The  groundbreaking  for  the  new  900  seat  sanctuary  at  Asbury  United  Methodist  in 
Bossier  City  was  held  on  March  14,  and  construction  teams  rolled  in  on  the  morning  of 
March  1 5.  Please  keep  the  construction  team,  building  committee,  the  pastors  and  all 
involved  with  the  new  sanctuary  in  your  prayers. 


Members  of  the  Keeping  Ever  Young  Club  at  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Bossier  City  strut  their  stuff  during  a  recent  fashion  show  benefit  for  the  church  s 


prayer  garden. 


;bury  members  know  how  to  'keep  ever  young 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church 
(Bossier  City,  LA)  has  a  fun-loving 
group  of  people  who  are  Keeping 
Ever  Young  (K.E.Y.  Club).  The  KEY 
group  meets  once  a  month.  Activities 
include  short  day  trips  to  interesting 
places  around  the  local  area,  eating 
at  local  restaurants,  taking  in  a 
movie,  and  other  activities. 

On  January  1 1,  the  KEY  club  host¬ 
ed  Asbury’s  Family  Church  Night  fea¬ 
turing  a  “Irresistible  Styles”  Style 
Show  which  was  a  fundraiser  for 


Asbury’s  Prayer  Garden.  This  was  a 
style  show  with  an  unusual  mix  of 
both  fashionable  and  thought  pro¬ 
voking  outfits.  Half  of  the  models 
wore  beautiful  clothing  that  was  pro¬ 
vided  compliments  of  Ruth’s  - 
Bossier  City.  The  other  half  wore  cre¬ 
ations  that  were  straight  out  of  the 
imagination.  It  was  a  fun  event. 

The  style  show  raised  approxi¬ 
mately  $700  for  the  Asbury  Prayer 
Garden.  The  KEY  club  definitely  is 
Keeping  Asbury  Young! 


Members  of  Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church  participate  in  Craft  Saturday, 
in  which  they  spent  the  morning  working  on  crafts  to  be  sold  at  the  Day  Lily 
Festival  in  their  town. 


Craft  Saturday  raises  funds  for  Abbeville  UMC 


March  13  was  Craft  Saturday  for 
the  children  of  Abbeville  United 
Methodist  Church,  who  spent  the 
morning  working  on  crafts  to  be 
sold  at  the  Day  Lily  Festival  planned 
for  June  5  in  Magdalen  Square  in 
Abbeville. 

Samples  had  been  prepared  to 
give  the  children  ideas  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  things  they  could  make  and  they 
were  told  that  they  could  work  on 
one  special  project  or  one  of  each  if 
they  preferred  -  just  as  long  as  they 
thought  about  what  they  wanted  to 
do  and  did  the  best  they  could. 
Tables  were  set  out  with  all  kinds  of 
supplies  including  Colorado  River 
rocks,  limestone  and  slate  slabs, 
cypress  knees,  cedar  planks  with 
metal  rods,  clay  pots,  glass  beads, 
stained  glass,  sandpaper,  paint  pens, 
brushes,  glue,  etc. 

The  children  were  asked  to  think 


of  inspirational  verses  or  scripture 
and  sketch  out  their  verse  and  draw¬ 
ings  before  placing  them  on  the 
actual  project. 

Everyone  picked  something  dif¬ 
ferent  and  worked  very  intently  on 
their  project. 

After  the  initial  projects  were 
made,  they  became  so  excited  about 
the  different  things  the  others  were 
making  that  they  attempted  to  make 
one  of  each. 

By  the  end  of  the  morning,  there 
were  quite  a  few  very  nice  garden 
stones  with  inspirational  verses  and 
some  really  great  garden  signs  on 
shiny  cedar  planks. 

The  children  also  made  mobiles, 
wind  chimes,  garden  sculptures, 
shouting  rocks  and  lava  rock  critters. 

The  morning  was  a  great  success 
and  fun  for  both  children  and 
adults. 


Editor’s  note :  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  La.  Now!  devot¬ 
ed  to  telling  the  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  -  volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping 
others,  here  at  home  and  around  the 
world. 
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National  spotlight  / 6 

Director's  letter  /3 

2004-05  Mission 
Schedules  /5 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


VOL.  5,  NO.  14  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  July  16,2004 


LAVIM  Celebration  to  highlight 'Our  Window  on  God's  World' 


“Our  Window  on  God’s 
World”  is  the  theme  for  the  2004 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Celebration,  slated  for  Nov.  5-7 
at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria. 

“This  is  an  event  for  people 
experienced  in  mission,  and 
also  for  those  interested  in  tak¬ 
ing  that  first  step  in  mission 


Dandala 


Solomon 


Hwork.  At  the  Celebration,  participants 
can  discover  pathways  leading  to  a 
wide  spectrum  of  opportunities,”  said 
Rev.  Ann  Sutton,  chair  of  the  LAVIM 
Advisory  Committee. 

Keynote  speakers  for  the  event 
include  Bishop  Mvume  Dandala,  for¬ 
mer  Methodist  bishop  of  South  Africa; 

Sine  See  Celebration,  page  2 


A  LAVIM  team  from  the  La. Tech 
Wesley  Foundation  contributed 
greatly  to  the  construction  of  the 
new  sanctuary  of  the  Amsterdam 
Methodist  Church  of  South 
Africa.  A  processional  circles  the 
church  during  the  consecration 
ceremony,  middle.  Members  of 
the  La. Tech  group,  top,  stand 
with  Fano,  a  local  orphan  they 
have  helped  attend  school  with 
necessary  funds.  Left:  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  the  sanctuary. 


Vital  Seeds 

La.Tech  group  plants 
ministry  in  South  Africa 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTR0M 
EDITOR 

Often,  the  most  important  legacy  left  by  a 
visiting  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team 
is  not  the  new  church  constructed  or  the 
repaired  homes.  Many  times,  vital  seeds  of 
ministry  are  planted  that  will  grow  and  live 
on  in  the  team’s  absence. 

A  LAVIM  team  from  the  Wesley 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  Technical  University 
in  Ruston  recendy  arrived  back  in  the  United 
States  after  a  month  serving  the  people  of 
South  Africa.  One  of  the  main  purposes  of 
the  mission  was  to  participate  in  the  dedica¬ 
tion  of  a  United  Methodist  church  construct¬ 
ed  in  Amsterdam  by  a  Louisiana  Tech  team 
in  2003. 

The  2003  group,  working  with  an  existing 
foundation,  provided  about  75  percent  of  the 
brickwork  on  the  structure.  Not  only  did  they 
offer  their  labor,  $10,000  collected  by  the 
group  was  used  for  supplies  needed  for  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  structure.  “The  finished  project 
was  so  much  more  professional  than  I 
expected,”  said  Scott  Wright,  director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation  for  Louisiana  Tech.  “I  was 
very  impressed  with  all  the  work  the  students 
had  done.” 

The  LAVIM  team  not  only  gave  the  town 
their  church  building,  but  they  bonded  with 
the  people  as  well. 

They  noticed  a  young  man  hanging 
around  the  job  site,  and  wondered  why  he 
wasn’t  in  school  like  the  other  children.  The 
group  discovered  that  Fano  did  not  have  the 
money  needed  for  uniforms  and  other  school 
costs. 

“The  team  approached  me  and  asked  if 
they  could  have  the  $500  set  aside  as  an 
emergency  fund  for  the  mission.  They  want¬ 
ed  to  use  it  to  provide  an  education  for  this 
bright,  eager  young  man.  He  is  now  in 
school,  and  performing  so  well  that  he  has 
skipped  two  grade  levels,”  said  Wright. 

See  South  Africa,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Metal  Chains  Are  Replacing  the  Ropes 


Just  down  the  street  from  our  home 
is  a  grand  old  oak  tree.  Its  branches 
reach  far  out  over  the  street  and  its 
shade  is  a  welcome  relief  on  a  hot 
summer  walk.  It  truly  is  a  beautiful 
tree.  But  its  most  outstanding  feature 
for  me  is  the  rope  swing  that  enhances 
one  of  its  main  branches.  Many  has 
been  the  time  I  have  thought,  “If  I  did¬ 
n’t  think  the  owner  of  the  home  would 
mind,  I  would  just  sit  down  and  take  a 
few  swings  myself.”  At  other  times  I 
have  thought,  “I  wish  Miss  Maddie 
(our  granddaughter)  were  here  and  I 
could  push  her  high  into  the  air  in  this 
wonderful  swing.” 

I  walked  by  the  other  day  and  much 
to  my  surprise  the  ropes  had  been 
either  cut  or  broken  and  the  seat  was 
missing.  I  didn’t  know  if  the  owner 
had  decided  to  do  away  with  it  or  if 
someone  had  stolen  the  board  seat. 

For  several  days  I  walked  by  and 
thought,  “I’m  so  sorry  I  never  sat  in 
that  swing.” 

Then  a  couple  of  days  ago  I  went  by 
and  two  shiny  new  chains  were  hang¬ 
ing  in  the  place  of  the  old  rope.  No 
seat  yet,  but  the  promise  is  clear  that 
one  is  on  the  way.  I  was  glad  to  see  the 
concept  of  the  swing  had  not  outlived 
its  time,  but  was  being  strengthened 
instead.  No  breakage  of  this  swing. 

No  easy  cutting  of  these  sustaining 
links.  It  should  last  for  many  more 
years  now. 

Knowing  this  issue  of  Louisiana 
Now!  was  going  to  be  on  La.  Volunteers 
in  Mission  (LAVIM),  my  mind  immedi¬ 
ately  jumped  to  thinking  of  this  rope 
swing  in  light  of  this  strong  and  mean¬ 
ingful  outreach  arm  of  our  church. 
There  are  many  places  in  the  world 
and  many  pursuits  of  meaning  and 
happiness  that  are  much  like  the  rope 
swing.  They  have  served  well  and  they 
have  been  strong  and  provided  much 
happiness,  but  they  are  getting  a  little 
weakened  by  time  and  the  wear  and 
tear  they  have  endured.  Perhaps  they 
are  approaching  the  breaking  point. 

Some  of  these  ministries  are 
churches  that  have  worshipped  in 
small,  inadequate  buildings.  The 
boards  are  rotting,  the  ceilings  are 
falling,  and  the  windows  are  broken. 
But  the  people  still  come  and  they 
praise  God  in  that  surrounding.  It’s 
not  that  the  concept  of  the  church  has 
dimmed,  nor  that  people  don’t  still 
want  to  “swing”  in  the  presence  of 
God,  but  the  surroundings  need 
shoring  up  and  the  old  needs  replac¬ 
ing.  Many  LAVIM  teams  are  making 
that  happen.  They  go  into  settings 
where  physical  work  needs  to  be  done 
to  repair  and  replace  old  structures  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  spiritual  fel¬ 
lowship  that  the  structure  houses. 
Metal  chains  are  replacing  the  ropes. 

Sometimes  the  need  is  in  the  physi¬ 
cal  health  of  people.  They  have  lived 
in  isolated  and  under-supplied  areas 
of  the  world  and  they  do  not  have  the 
physical  helps  that  will  insure  their 


well-being.  Their 
bodies  are  in  need. 
They  are  wearing 
out.  And  we  have 
medical  means  to 
restore  and 
improve  health.  So 
a  LAVIM  medical 
team  goes  into 
such  a  deprived 
area  (and  many  of 
these  are  right  here 
in  the  USA!)  and 
brings  medical  care  and  hope.  Such 
care  is  offered  in  the  name  of  Jesus  and 
people’s  lives  are  touched  and 
changed,  both  spiritually  as  well  as 
physically.  Metal  chains  are  replacing 
the  ropes. 

Sometimes  the  need  is  for  mental 
and  spiritual  growth.  People  around 
the  globe  are  hungering  for  knowledge 
of  the  Bible  and  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
things  we  mostly  take  for  granted, 
such  as  Vacation  Bible  School,  ade¬ 
quate  literature,  etc.,  are  not  available 
to  much  of  the  world’s  population.  So 
a  LAVIM  team  goes  to  a  church  right 
here  in  Louisiana,  or  in  Cambodia,  or 
in  Russia,  or  in  Appalachia  and  hosts  a 
Vacation  Bible  School.  It’s  a  ministry 
we  can  perform.  It’s  a  ministry  that  is 
needed.  It’s  a  ministry  that  is  done  in 
the  name  of  the  living  God  and  that 
helps  others  come  into  a  relationship 
with  the  Godhead.  Metal  chains  of 
knowledge  and  unbreakable  faith  are 
replacing  the  ropes  of  longing  and 
searching. 

LAVIM  is  one  of  the  most  important 
ministries  we  have.  It  is  so  important 
that  Kay  and  I  are  going  to  use  their 
network  and  insights  into  the  needs  of 
people  to  continue  a  small  portion  of 
the  Children  and  Poverty  initiative  that 
has  been  so  prominent  in  our 
Conference  these  last  eight  years.  In 
2005,  ’06,  ’07  and  ’08,  we  are  going  to 
sponsor  LAVIM  teams  to  some  very 
needy  spots  in  Louisiana,  the  USA,  and 
the  world  where  children  and  poverty 
are  real.  We  plan  to  work  in  whatever 
capacity  we  are  needed  to  bring  some 
new  and  stronger  chains  to  some  fray¬ 
ing  ropes  that  currently  are  straining  to 
sustain  people  and  their  needs.  You 
will  see  an  announcement  of  these 
teams  in  the  very  near  future  and  I 
hope  you  will  feel  the  call  of  God  upon 
your  life  to  join  us  in  making  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  the  world’s  people. 
Let’s  give  them  new  swings  in  which  to 
truly  live  their  lives. 

Oh,  there’s  so  much  more  that  can 
be  said  about  La.  Volunteers  in 
Mission.  I  encourage  you  to  read  this 
edition  of  Louisiana  Now!  thoroughly. 
You  never  know  what  God  might  call 
you  to  submit  yourself  to  in  order  to 
bring  life  and  hope  to  another.  It’s  a 
great  part  of  the  Journey! 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Celebration,  from  page 1 


Dr.  Christine  Sine  with  the  Mustard  Seed 
Project,  one  of  the  first  physicians  to  vol¬ 
unteer  with  Mercy  Ships;  and  Bishop 
Dan  Solomon,  former  episcopal  leader 
for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Bishop  Dandala,  now  president  of  the 
All  Africa  Council  of  Churches  head¬ 
quartered  in  Kenya,  will  speak  on  Friday 
evening  of  the  event. 

“Bishop  Solomon  was  really  the  driv¬ 
ing  force  behind  establishing  Volunteers 
in  Mission  in  our  annual  conference,” 
said  Sutton. 

“He  knew  how  mission  can  change 
the  lives  of  people  in  the  local  church, 
and  he  was  determined  to  strengthen 
their  opportunities  to  serve.” 

Sutton  emphasized  that  participants 


will  hear  stories  of  volunteerism,  repre¬ 
senting  a  wide  range  of  opportunities 
and  experiences. 

Workshops  will  fall  into  the  categories 
of  “International,”  “How-To,”  and  “Places 
for  Service.”  Folks  will  hear  of  mission 
work  in  South  Africa,  Kenya,  Senegal, 
India,  Cambodia,  and  other  locations. 

Programs  will  also  address  “How  to 
Get  Your  Church  Involved,”  “Hispanic 
VBS,”  “Takin’  It  to  the  Streets,”  and 
"Family  VIM,”  just  to  name  a  few. 

Displays  and  workshops  on  places  for 
service  will  include  Heifer  Project, 

Dulac,  UMCOR,  Disaster  Repair, 
NOMADS,  and  Red  Bird  Mission,  among 
others.  Call  Brenda  at  (225)  346-1646  for 
more  information. 


Full-Time  Positions  at  Pineville  UMC 

Full-time  positions  (2)  open  immediately  for  Director  of  Children’s 
Ministry  and  Director  of  Student  Ministry.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact 
Rev.  Lamar  Oliver,  Associate  Pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church 
Pineville,  LA.  318-640-1050  or  pastor@fumcpineville.org.  Send  resume  to 
FUMC  Pineville,  2550  Monroe  Highway,  Pineville,  LA  71360. 
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Church  members  walk  in  procession  around  the  Amsterdam  Methodist  Church 
of  South  Africa  during  the  consecration  of  the  sanctuary.  In  2003, 28  students 
from  the  La. Tech  Wesley  Foundation  formed  a  LAVIM  team  which  built  the 
majority  of  the  sturcture. 

FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 

ARE  YOU  WALKING  IN  CIRCLES? 

I  find  myself  walking  in  circles  sometimes.  Maybe  we  all  do?  The  busyness 
of  our  days,  the  responsibilities  of  faith  and  family,  jobs  and  interests... it  all 
gets  the  best  of  us  and  we  find  ourselves  meeting  ourselves  coming. .  .or  going. 

I  was  reminded  of  this  on  May  23,  but  with  a  new  insight  and  encourage¬ 
ment.  I  participated,  along  with  Scott  Wright  and  eight  young  volunteers  of  the 
Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Foundation,  in  the  consecration  of  the  Amsterdam 
Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa.  In  2003,  28  Tech  students  formed  a  LAVIM 
team  to  construct  the  majority  of  that  church’s  sanctuary  during  a  month  long 
mission.  This  spring,  a  Tech  Wesley  team  returned  to  South  Africa  to  join  in 
many  new  projects,  both  construction  and  work  in  several  AIDS  clinics.  They 
were  also  special  guests  at  the  sanctuary’s  dedication,  the  cornerstone  of  which 
bears  the  Wesley  Foundation’s  name. 

As  the  dedication  proceeded,  the  entire  assembly  was  instructed  to  walk  in  a 
circle  around  the  new  building  several  times.  We  were  reminded  that  Joshua 
and  his  men  walked  circles  around  the  city  of  Jericho  to  show  that  God  was 
with  them,  reminding  themselves  (and  those  inside)  of  God’s  power  and  willing 
assistance.  That  dedicatory  crowd  walked  circles  around  this  new  “holy 
ground”  as  a  reminder  that  God  was  in  the  building  of  it,  and  would  remain 
there  present  forever  for  those  who  come  there  to  build  die  everlasting  struc¬ 
ture  of  their  faidi. 

Walking  in  circles  took  on  a  new  meaning.  Maybe  our  own  walking  in  cir¬ 
cles,  blessed  with  God’s  presence  and  power  can  be  not  so  much  the  product  of 
indecision  and  confusion  but  reminders,  preparation  for  how  God  can  work 
through  us  in  all  that  we  do,  especially  our  mission  calling. 

I’m  sure  we  all  need  “something  else  to  do."  But  maybe,  our  participation  in 
a  LAVIM  team  and  project  serves  as  a  time  of  “walking  in  circles”  around  our 
everyday  lives,  giving  new  direction  and  power,  new  assurance  and  persever¬ 
ance  of  faith  in  all  things?  There  are  many  who  come  home  from  a  mission  not 
only  knowing  they  have  been  used  by  God  in  helpful  ways  to  those  whom  they 
have  met,  but  having  found  new  meaning  and  vision  for  their  own  lives. 

Throughout  this  Special  Edition  of  the  La.NOW!  you  will  find  listings  of 
places  to  serve  and  stories  about  those  who  have  already  served.  Let  it  also 
serve  as  in  invitation  to  you  to  prayerfully  consider  your  own  place  of  mission 
service.  And,  it  might  not  hurt,  walk  in  a  circle  as  you  pray.  God  is  able. ... 
whenever  you’re  ready! 

Larry  Norman 

Director,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 


Putting  a  roof  over  Mount  Sequoyah 


The  board  of  trustees  for  Mount 
Sequoyah  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.  knew  that 
the  roof  on  Yancey  Cottage  was  leaking 
and  badly  in  need  of  repair. 

So  when  money  came  available  for 
supplies,  the  board  set  about  the  task  of 
finding  volunteer  labor  to  repair  the  old 
roof. 

"Jimmy  Woods,  a  member  of  Vivian 
United  Methodist  Church,  immediately 
came  to  mind,”  said  Rev.  Larry  Norman, 
director  of  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  and  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  for  Mount  Sequoyah.  Woods, 
along  with  his  son,  are  roofing  contrac¬ 
tors  by  profession. 

On  Memorial  Day  weekend,  a  13- 
member  team  comprised  of  members  of 
Woods’  family  and  members  ofVivian 


UMC  worked  in  between  rainstorms 
until  they  finished  the  project  by  noon 
on  Sunday.  “It  was  quite  a  project 
because  previous  repairs  consisted  of 
laying  good  shingles  on  top  of  bad,  so 
we  had  to  remove  three  layers  of  roofing 
before  laying  plywood  and  the  new  shin¬ 
gles,”  said  Woods. 

In  a  letter  to  Woods  from  Mark  L. 
Dorff,  interim  Director  of  Mount 
Sequoyah,  he  writes,  “It  really  was  a 
marvelous  gift  to  the  Mountain!  I  still 
cannot  believe  how  quickly  you  stripped 
and  re-roofed  that  building.  Though  I  do 
not  have  final  figures  available  yet,  I’m 
guessing  that  your  efforts  saved  us  more 
than  $2000.” 

See  Roof,  page  5 


United  Methodists  from  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  have  two  opportunities  to 
serve  the  Choctaw  Native  Americans  through  a  construction  and  Vacation  Bible  School 
mission  July  31  -Aug.  5,  and  a  construction  mission  Sept.  25-Oct.  2.  The  Choctaw  Indians 
have  eight  communities  throughout  the  state,  with  the  reservation  at  Philadelphia,  Miss. 


Choctaw  offer  mission  opportunities 


The  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Mississippi  has  had  a  presence  with  the 
Choctaw  Indians  for  over  100  years. 

Today,  this  presence  is  seen  in  the 
ministry  of  three  churches — Great  Spirit 
United  Methodist  Church,  Green  Hill 
UMC  and  John  Memorial  UMC.  The 
Pushmataha  Family  Life  Center,  located 
in  Philadelphia,  Miss.,  is  another  com¬ 
ponent  of  this  vital  ministry. 

United  Methodists  from  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  have  two 
opportunities  to  serve  the  Choctaw 
Native  Americans  through  a  construc¬ 
tion  and  Vacation  Bible  School  mission 
July  31 -Aug.  5,  and  a  construction  mis¬ 
sion  Sept.  25-Oct.  2. 

The  Choctaw  Indians  have  eight 
communities  throughout  the  state,  with 
the  reservation  at  Philadelphia,  Miss, 
serving  as  its  capital.  Of  the  8,500  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Mississippi  tribe,  67  percent 
are  ages  17  or  younger.  Providing 
Vacation  Bible  School  is  a  key  part  of 
United  Methodists’  efforts  to  serve  these 
children. 

Great  Spirit  UMC,  located  in  the 
Bogue  Chitto  Community  in  Neshoba 
County,  was  built  entirely  by  Volunteers 
in  Mission  teams.  The  structures  include 
a  sanctuary,  a  fellowship  hall,  a  kitchen, 
Sunday  School  rooms,  a  parsonage  and 
an  outdoor  concrete  basketball  court. 

Green  Hill  UMC,  located  in  the  Pearl 


River  community,  is  visited  regularly  by 
other  Conferences  and  denominations 
which  provide  Vacation  Bible  School  and 
other  activities. 

Located  in  the  Red  Water  Community 
of  the  reservation,  John  Memorial  UMC 
is  named  for  Bilbo  John,  who  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  getting  a  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  community.  Volunteers  in 
Mission  has  strongly  impacted  this 
church,  as  well. 

Leading  the  first  LAVIM  mission  to 
Philadelphia,  Miss,  is  Rachel  Scott,  while 
LaMarylis  Cotton  and  Patsy  Schmutz 
will  lead  the  second  group  in  September. 

For  the  construction  components, 
both  experienced  and  inexperienced 
volunteers  are  needed.  Professional  or 
experienced  carpenters,  plumbers, 
roofers  and  electricians  are  sought, 
along  with  those  who  enjoy  home  repair 
and  painting. 

Team  members  will  want  to  bring 
their  own  basic  tools:  hammer,  tape 
measure,  paint  brushes,  facemasks, 
work  gloves,  etc. 

Team  members  planning  to  work 
with  the  Vaction  Bible  School  compo¬ 
nent  should  bring  curriculum  and  mate¬ 
rials  to  be  used  in  facilitating  the  VBS 
session. 

For  costs  and  contact  information, 
see  the  master  list  of  LAVIM  missions  in 
this  special  issue  of  Louisiana  Now! 
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A  Letter  from  Willie  Berman 

My  name  is  Guillermo  “Willie”  Berman.  I  am  the 
Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM)  coordinator  for  the 
Eastern  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico  that  covers  the  states  of  Tamaulipas,  Nuevo 
Leon,  Coahuila  and  parts  of  San  Luis  Potosi  and 
Veracruz.  This  conference  borders  Texas  on  the 
North  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  East.  I  live  in 
Reynosa,  Mexico,  across  the  border  from  McAllen, 

TX,  where  I  serve  as  a  pastor  of  the  Iglesia  Metodista 
Pueblo  de  Dios,  which  is  also  aVIM  dorm  facility  for 
visiting  teams.  I  am  married  to  Veronica  for  ten  years 
and  we  have  two  children,  Marla  who  is  eight  years 
old  and  Alejandro  who  is  four. 

In  2003,  we  received  over  120  UMV1M/PIM  or 
other  mission  programs  from  over  16  states  in  the  U.S.  I  work  with  teams  in 
an  effort  to  coordinate  their  visit  to  our  conference  to  meet  the  priorities  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  as  well  as  accomplish  the  goals  of  their  mission 
according  to  the  skills,  gifts,  talents  and  financial  resources  each  brings  to  offer. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Border  Friendship  Commission  (MBFC) 
which  supports  mission  and  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Church  on  both  sides  of 
the  US/Mexico  border. 

The  following  are  the  objectives  for  the  VIM  program  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico. 

To  set  up  a  structure  to  not  only  host  and  receive  teams,  but  to  send  them  as 
well. 

To  use  the  efforts  of  the  visiting  construction  teams  to  improve  our  church 
facilities,  i.e.  classrooms,  churches,  parsonages.  This  includes  building  new 
facilities  where  needs  have  been  identified  and  approved  by  appropriate 
church  authorities. 

To  promote  the  VIM  program  within  the  eastern  conference  of  he  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico. 

To  assist  each  Mexican  Methodist  Church  with  the  development  of  social 
programs  as  ministries  of  the  Church  in  the  surrounding  community  and  coor¬ 
dinate  the  resources  that  the  UMVIM/PIM  teams  bring  with  them  and  others 
contribute  to  our  ministries.  Some  of  these  ministries  incolude  breakfast  pro¬ 
grams,  day-care  centers,  after-school  classes,  medical  clinics,  and  adult  educa¬ 
tion  classes  (carpentry,  sewing,  English  classes,  literacy,  computer,  etc.) 

All  of  these  objectives  promote  the  building  up  of  the  Church,  making  them 
a  vital  part  of  the  community  in  which  they  exist.  A  place  where  people  in  the 
community  come  for  worship,  fellowship,  learning  and  service. 

Priority  Projects 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  has  five  Conferences.  The  Eastern 
Conference  has  150  churches  with  a  total  membership  of  over  10,000,  almost 
one-half  of  all  the  Methodists  in  Mexico.  The  area  covers  more  than  three 
states  in  northern  Mexico.  Many  of  our  churches  are  smaller  and  are  located  in 
the  center  of  their  communities.  Our  Church  seeks  to  serve  the  spiritual  and 
physical  needs  of  those  in  their  communities 

Clinica  Betania  located  in  downtown  Reynosa  is  a  35  year  old  Methodist 
owned  clinic  that  is  in  the  process  of  opening  a  surgery  room.  Hopefully,  when 
opened  the  surgery  room  will  be  used  by  U.S.  Medical  Teams  as  well  as  for 
deliveries  and  minor  surgeries.  This  clinic  currently  operates  with  a  $5,000 
budget,  offering  the  services  of  one  family  doctor,  two  dentists,  and  one  labora¬ 
tory.  The  Surgery  Room  needs  to  be  completed.  GBGM  Advance  Special 
#10758A. 

Eleazar  Guerra  Kindergarten  and  Elementary  School  (Colegio  Betania)  is 
located  in  the  back  of  Clinca  Betania.  The  Kindergarten  is  1 1  years  old  and  the 
Elementary  School  just  opened  last  year  with  first  grade.  Next  school  year  we 
will  open  second  and  third  grades.  We  hope  to  grow  up;to  sixth  grade.  We  offer 
extra  classes  such  as  English,  computers,  music  and  chapel  for  the  chijdren 
Additional  classrooms  and  furniture  are  needed.  GBGM  Advance  Special 
#10758A. 

Juan  Wesley  Seminary,  the  only  Methodist  seminary  in  Northern  Mexico,  is 
located  in  Monterrey.  There  are  40  seminary  interns  and  more  than  200  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  extension  program.  This  project  is  in  need  of  construction  teams 
for  the  seminary  building  and  dorms.  GBGM  Advance  Special  #0994 IN  - 
Building  or  GBGM  Advance  Special  #08406B  -  Scholarships 

Churches,  parsonages,  classrooms  are  in  need  of  completion,  repair  or  to  be 
built,  throughout  our  Conference. 

Support  for  various  ministries  of  the  churches  such  as  breakfast  programs, 
sewing  programs,  school  supplies,  scholarships,  food  distribution,  and  self- 
employment  programs. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  has  adopted  22  indigenous  communities, 
in  the  Sierra  Madre  Oriental  Mountains.  These  people  live  in  extreme  condi¬ 
tions  without  running  water,  electricity,  limited  agriculture  and  very  limited 
employment  possibilities.  A  central  missions  facility  is  being  developed  to 
serve  these  villages  and  to  become  a  training  center  for  missionaries  and  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  communities.  It  will  also  serve  as  a  dorm  for  visiting  teams  working 
in  the  area  with  medical  and/or  construction  projects. 

Please  pray  for  the  VIM  program  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico.  GBGM 
Advance  Special  #014314A.  For  more  information,  please  contact  LAVIM 
Director  Larry  Norman  at  (225)  346-1646. 
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Volunteers,  top,  work  to  build  a  playground  and  classrooms  for  the  Elezar  Guerra 
Kindergarten  and  Betania  Elementary  School  in  Reynosa. The  school,  located  behind 
Clinica  Betania,  will  offer  grades  K-3.  Above:  the  completed  playground. 


Volunteers  build  playground,  classrooms  in  Reynosa 


Since  2001,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  has  played  an  integral  role  in 
improving  and  expanding  medical  and 
educational  services  to  the  people  of 
Reynosa,  Carbanarras,  Matamoras  and 
other  Mexican  towns  and  villages. 

In  the  past  four  years,  a  total  of  81 
LAVIM  teams  have  traveled  to  this 
poverty  stricken  area  of  Mexico,  building 
and  repairing  churches  and  parsonages, 
volunteering  in  mobile  medical  clinics, 
and  expanding  a  school. 

On  June  21,  a  dedication  was  held  for 
a  new  playground  and  classrooms  for 
the  Elezar  Guerra  Kindergarten  and 
Betania  Elementary  School  in  Reynosa. 
The  school,  located  behind  Clinica 
Betania,  will  offer  grades  K-3. 

Clinica  Betania  is  the  main  clinic 
through  which  all  LAVIM  MiniMedical 
and  construction  teams  are  sent  into 


Mexico.  The  clinic  was  built  by  United 
Methodist  groups  from  Texas  and 
remains  a  Methodist  ministry  of  the  San 
Pablo  District,  offering  medical  help  to 
all  people  and  on  a  sliding  pay  scale  to 
the  underprivileged.  LAVIM  continues 
to  assist  the  San  Pablo  District  in  the 
dream  of  turning  the  clinic  into  a  24- 
hour  emergency  and  surgery  clinic 
through  which  those  living  in  impover¬ 
ished  conditions  can  receive  free  health 
care  and  some  surgical  procedures. 

Now  30  years  old,  Clinica  Betania  is 
located  one  block  north  of  the  main 
square  of  Reynosa,  Tamaulipas,  Mexico. 

Reynosa  is  a  city  of  more  than 
800,000  people.  Most  of  the  people  live 
in  the  outskirts  of  town,  without  many  of 
basic  utilities.  Many  live  in  extreme 

See  Playground,  page  6 
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2004  REYNOSA 

SCHEDULE 

DATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

July  15-18 

Steve  Stephens 

August  5-8 

Jim  Gilbert 

September  2-5 

Glenn  Cambre 

September  9-12 

Allen  Penick 

September  1 6-1 S 

Tom  Dungan 

Sept.  30 -Oct.  3 

Darren  Hopkins 

October  7-10 

Asbury  UMC, 

Lafayette 

October  14-17 

Jack  O'Dell 

October  21-24 

Irvin  Boudreaux 

November  4-7 

Mark  Martin 

November  18-21 

Nancy  Wofford 

November  21-24 

Jim  Maker 

December  2-5 

John  Bergstedt 

2005  REYNOSA 

SCHEDULE 

Jan.  6-9 

Bob  Marshall 

Jan.  20-23 

Dr  Pete  Harrington 

Feb.  3-6 

Nancy  Wofford 

Feb.  5-11 

Terry  Love 

Feb.  10-1 3 

Judd  Hammond 

Feb.  1 7-20 

Jerry  Hilbun 

Feb.  24-27 

Judd  Hammond 

Mar.  3-6 

Tom  Dungan 

Mar.  31 -Apr.  3 

Larry  Trafton/ 

Beth  Bowers 

Apr.  7-10 

Tonya  Hamilton 

Apr.  21 -24 

Broadmoor  UMC 

May  5-8 

Gloria  Robinson 

May  19-22 

Belle  Chasse  UMC 

June  2-5 

Lakeview  UMC, 

Shreveport 

June  16-19 

Grace  UMC, 

Shreveport 

July  7-10 

Anita  Smith 

July  21-24 

Mark  Schiltz 

Aug.  4-7 

TBA 

Aug.  18-21 

TBA 

Sept.  8-11 

Bubba  Penick 

Sept.  15-1 8 

Tom  Dungan 

Oct.  6-9 

John  Bergstedt 

Oct.  20-23 

Asbury  UMC, 

Lafayette 

Nov.  3-6 

First  UMC,  Gonzales 

Nov.  1 7-20 

Nancy  Wofford 

Nov.  20-23 

Bossier  UMC 

Dec.  1-4 

Broadmoor  UMC 

Cost  if  driving: 

$165.00 

Cost  if  flying: 

$380.00 

2005  Mission  Fees 

to  be  announced 

Roof, 

from  page  3 

“My  son  and  I  have  participated  in 
several  LAVIM  missions  to  Bolivia  and 
Mexico.  This  was  a  great  opportunity  for 
members  of  our  family  to  ‘give  back,’ 
and  it  was  a  good  experience  for  all  the 
young  boys.  We  had  a  good  time  and 
worked  hard  together,”  said  Woods. 

He  added  that  the  group  plans  to  do 
more  volunteer  work  at  Mount 
Sequoyah,  including  the  replacement  of 
ceiling  tiles  in  some  of  the  classrooms  in 
Martin  and  painting  various  buildings. 
“We  were  blessed  to  do  the  work,"  said 
Woods.  Dorff  added,  “It  is  one  of  the 
ways  that  people  like  Jimmy  and  his 
family  and  church  friends  can  live  out 
their  stewardship.” 

The  next  scheduled  LAVIM  mission 
to  Mount  Sequoyah  is  Oct.  24-30,  led  by 
Allen  Tuten. 


2004  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

COST 

TASK 

EL  SALVADOR 

July  23-August  1 
Sept.25-Oct.  2 

Jayaque 

Jayaque 

Ray  Stickman 

Dean  Sawyer 

$995 

$840 

Construction 

Construction/Medical 

October  1-10 

Jayaque 

Ramonalynn  Bethley 

-990 

Construction 

ENGLAND 

October  20-30 

Manchester 

Tim  Lawson 

$1275 

Construction 

GUATAMALA 

July  23-31 

Lemoa 

Michi  Head 

$1180 

Construction 

HONDURAS 
Sept.25-Oct.  3 

Tegucigalpa 

Meghan  Hochstetler 

$1120 

Construction 

October  22-31 

La  Ceibita 

Ron  Stott/ 

Larry  Norman 

$995 

Construction 

MEXICO 

July  19-24 

Valle  Hermosa 

Ricky  Willis 

$390 

Construction 

RUSSIA 

Nov.  22-Dec.  3 

Ekaterinburg 

Doug  Milliron 

-$2065 

Construction 

VENEZUELA 

August  5-16 

Curas  River 

Maripa  &  Allen  Tuten 

$1915 

Medical/Construction 

USA 

ALASKA 

July  23-August  1 

Nome 

Judd  Hammond 

$1300 

Construction/Repair 

ARKANSAS 

October  24-30 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Allen  Tuten 

$245 

Construction/Repair 

LOUISIANA 

October  22-24 

"Takin'  it  to  the 

Streets"  Lake  Charles 

John  Bergstedt 

$35 

Ramp  Construction 

MISSISSIPPI 

July  31 -August  5 

Choctaw  UM 

Rachel  Scott 

$245 

VBS/Construction 

Mission,  Philadelphia 
Choctaw  UM 

LaMarylis  Cotton  & 

$315 

Construction 

Sept.  25-Oct.  2 

Mission,  Philadelphia 

Patsy  Schmutz 

NEW  MEXICO 
September  4-10 

Casa  Esperanza 

Larry  Maddin 

$575 

Construction/Repair 

2005  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Bahamas 

June  11-18 

Nassau 

Lacy  Crouch 

Construction 

Cambodia 

January  17-31 

Phnom  Penh 

Jon  Tellifero 

Medical 

April  18-29 

Phnom  Penh 

Doug  Milliron 

Evangelism/Arts 

Mexico 

Feb.  5-11 

Valle  Hermosa 

Terry  Love 

Construction 

Mar.  20-24 

Valle  Hermosa 

Max  Zehner 

Construction 

Russia 

June  14-25 

Ekaterinburg 

James  Gillespie 

Construction 

South  Africa 

Mar.  3-1 7 

Johannesburg 

Van  Stinson 

Construction 

West  Africa 

Apr.  18-May2 

Senegal 

Alonzo  Campbell 

General  Ministries 

USA 

Kentucky 

Jul.  17-22 

Red  Bird  Mission 

Beverly,  KY 

Steve  Porter 

Construction/Repair 

Ohio 

May  21-29 

Triple  S  Camp 
Columbus,  OH 

Bill  McKee 

Construction/Repair 
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poverty  without  available  medical  serv¬ 
ices.  They  often  do  not  have  health 
insurance  of  any  kind  and  thus  need 
very  affordable  medical  care. 

The  clinic  provides  medical  and  den¬ 
tal  services,  primarily  to  women  and 
children.  It  also  provides  a  laboratory, 
which  although  primitive  to  American 
standards,  is  considered  top  notch  for  a 
dime  in  Mexico.  The  clinic  strives  to  pro¬ 
vide  high  quality  services  to  any  individ¬ 
ual  in  need.  The  cost  of  services  is  based 
on  how  much  the  individual  is  able  to 
pay.  At  least  one-half  (approximately 


300  per  month)  of  the  people  that  come 
to  Clinica  Betania  are  unable  to  pay  for 
the  services  it  provides.  These  people 
receive  consultation,  treatment  and 
medication  at  no  cost.  The  clinic  also 
provides  services  in  other  extremely 
impoverished  areas  of  Reynosa  with  its 
outreach  services  and  UMVIM  Medical 
Teams  from  the  United  States. 

In  addition  to  these  important  med¬ 
ical  services,  the  Elezar  Guerra 
Kindergarten  is  a  vitally  important  ele¬ 
ment  for  improving  the  lives  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Reynosa. 


The  kindergarten  serves  working  par¬ 
ents  working  in  the  downtown  area, 
working  parents  of  Methodist  Churches 
in  Reynosa  (i.e.  pastors),  and  working 
parents  with  low  income.  Funds  permit¬ 
ting,  scholarships  are  given  to  students 
in  need. 

The  kindergarten  was  founded  by  the 
Methodist  Church  in  1993,  and  is  offi¬ 
cially  incorporated  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Education  of  Mexico.  Students  are 
offered  sports,  art,  music,  social  activi¬ 
ties,  computers  and  English.  The  cost  to 
attend  this  school  is  much  less  than  the 
standard  cost  of  other  kindergartens  in 
the  city. 

At  this  time  the  kindergarten  and  first 


Mission  Volunteers 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 

475  Riverside  Drive 
Room  330 

New  York.  NY  10115 

Phone  212870-3825 

Email  voluntrs@gbgm-umc  org 

Website:  http./'gbgm-umc.org/vim 


United  Methodist  Fellowship 
of  Health  Care  Volunteers 


A  national  organization  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Volunteers  In  Mission  (UMVIM) 

Nurture  your  faith  by  providing  health  care  to  a  world  in  need 

Make  a  real  difference  in  the  health  of  communities  served 

Use  your  skills  to  help  those  who  are  suffering  and  in  need  of  healing 


Jim  Martin,  a  United  Methodist  from  Vivian,  La.,  is  currently  being  featured  in  a  national  ad  for  United  Methodist  Fellowship 
of  Health  Care  Volunteers  (UMF/HCV),  above. The  physician's  assistant  has  served  on  a  number  of  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  teams,  including  medical  missions  to  Bolivia,  Mexico  and  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  in  Kentucky.  Jeanie 
Blankenbaker,  assistant  general  secretary/mission  volunteer  development  for  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  selected 
Martin's  picture  from  among  dozens  of  others  submitted  to  her  by  various  annual  conferences."!  sent  out  a  request  for  pho¬ 
tos  that  specifically  involved  health  care  workers.  We  (GBGM)  get  a  lot  of  good  construction  pictures,  but  not  as  many  related 
to  medical  mission. The  picture  of  Jim  caught  my  eye.  I  just  liked  the  image  of  the  tiny  baby  on  this  big  man's  shoulder.  The 
picture  spoke  volumes,"  said  Blankenbaker. The  advertisement  featuring  Martin's  picture  will  soon  run  in  New  World  Outlook, 
the  mission  magazine  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  picture  has  also  been  used  in  a  PowerPoint  presentation,  as  well 
as  a  widely  distributed  flyer  on  UMF/HCV. 


LAVIM  volunteer  featured  in  national  UM  Health  Care  ad 


Jim  Martin,  a  member  of  Vivian  United  Methodist 
Church,  has  successfully  found  a  way  to  incorporate  his 
career  as  a  physician’s  assistant  into  a  key  area  of  volun- 
teerism. 

Over  the  past  six  years,  Martin  has  served  on  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  medical  teams  visiting  Bolivia, 
Reynosa,  Mexico,  and  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  in 
Kentucky. 

For  two  consecutive  summers,  Martin  served  as  a  relief 
person  for  the  nurse  practitioner  at  Red  Bird.  The  idea  was 
to  allow  Angie  Hopkins,  the  nurse  practitioner,  a  bit  of  a 
vacation  from  the  work  she  does  so  faithfully.  “Instead  of 
resting  or  traveling,  as  most  people  do,  Angie  spent  her 
time  off  in  Nicaragua  doing  mission  work,”  said  Martin. 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  mission  volunteers.  “It  becomes  an 
important  part  of  your  life.  While  you  are  serving  others, 


God’s  presence  is  with  you  all  the  time.  I  have  definitely 
received  more  than  I  have  ever  given,”  said  Martin. 

As  mentioned  above,  Martin’s  picture  is  currently  being 
used  in  a  national  ad  for  United  Methodist  Fellowship  of 
Health  Care  Volunteers.  He  is  seen  holding  a  small  baby  in 
his  arms. 

“The  picture  was  taken  in  a  clinic  where  we  had  seen  at 
least  250  patients.  We  were  exhausted.  When  this  two- 
week-old  baby  was  handed  to  me  to  examine,  I  took  just  a 
few  minutes  to  hold  the  baby  and  take  a  brief  rest.  Holding 
that  child  reminded  me  of  why  I  was  there  and  rejuvenated 
me  so  that  I  could  go  on  with  my  work,”  said  Martin. 

This  is  the  spirit  of  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission. 
Though  exhausted  and  challenged,  volunteers  are  inspired 
to  continue  the  hard  and  necessary  work  that  would  other¬ 
wise  be  neglected  if  not  for  their  efforts. 


grade  classroom  can  accommodate  50 
children.  Another  two  classrooms  have 
been  completed  and  were  dedicated  in 
June.  This  will  accommodate  more  stu¬ 
dents  and  allow  the  school  to  open  a 
second  and  third  grade  classroom  for 
the  2004-05  school  year.  Plans  are  to 
expand  the  facility  to  accommodate 
classes  through  the  sixth  grade. 

The  purpose  of  the  Eleazar  Guerra 
Kindergarten  and  Betania  Elementary 
School  is  to  provide  a  quality  holistic, 
integrated  educational  experience  for 
children. 

The  vision  for  the  kindergarten  is  to 
construct  four  new  classrooms  and  rest¬ 
rooms,  and  to  open  a  daycare  for  up  to 
12  children  under  the  age  of  three. 
Additional  staff  will  be  needed  to 
increase  the  services  of  the  school. 

Since  the  beginning  of  2004,  five 
LAVIM  teams  have  worked  on  the  play¬ 
ground/classroom  project: 

February  21-26  -  Terry  Love,  First 
UMC,  Monroe: 

April  1-4  -  Ann  Sutton,  Asbury  UMC, 
Lafayette; 

April  15-18 -Amanda  O’Dell, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport; 

May  19-23  -  Pat  Rice,  First  UMC, 
Bossier; 

June  16-20 -Jodie Adams,  Berwick 
UMC. 

These  teams  have  worked  on  build¬ 
ing  the  playground  and  constructing 
new  classrooms.  The  playground  was 
built  on  an  old  parking  lot/basketball 
court,  so  concrete  paving  had  to  be 
removed  before  playground  equipment 
for  children  could  be  installed. 

This  marks  the  first  step  in  a  vision 
shared  with  LAVIM  by  the  San  Pablo 
District  of  the  Mexican  Methodist 
Church  over  five  years  ago  to  upgrade 
the  kindergarten  to  a  K- 12  school. 

“Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  has 
partnered  in  this  project  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  Though  time  and  money  and 
other  delays  within  the  Mexican  church 
have  not  been  on  the  side  of  progress, 
LAVIM  is  pleased  to  have  been  a  part 
and  congratulate  our  many  friends  with 
the  San  Pablo  District  and  Willie 
Berman,  Mexico  VIM  Director  on  these 
achievements,”  said  Rev.  Larry  Norman, 
director  of  LAVIM.  “We  are  glad  to  be 
part  of  this  exciting  vision  of  ministry.” 


Church  Leaders 
Summit  for  Pastors 
and  Laity  of  African 
American  Churches 

Aug.  26-28 

La.  Conference  Center, 
Woodworth 

For  more  information,  contact  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell  at  (225)  664-7979 
or  e-mail  robumc@yahoo.com 
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Members  of  a  LAVIM  team  from  the  La.  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  stand  at  the  door  of  the 
new  sanctuary  of  the  Amsterdam  Methodist  Church  of  South  Africa,  to  which  they  con¬ 
tributed  much  of  the  construction  effort. The  group  is  joined  by  Benoni  Circuit 
Superintendent  Rev.  Nkululeko  Makula  and  Bishop  William  Meeker.  Photo  by  Larry  Norman. 

South  Africa,  from  page 1 


When  the  2004  LAVIM  team  arrived 
in  South  Africa  in  May,  the  group  got 
involved  in  a  number  of  different  proj¬ 
ects.  Perhaps  the  most  significant  effort 
was  volunteering  for  an  AIDS  clinic 
located  in  Johannesburg. 

“The  team  painted  a  concrete  fence, 
dug  a  garden  to  grown  vegetables,  and 
worked  in  the  daycare  with  hundred  of 
young  AIDS  patients.  The  members  of 
our  team  were  overwhelmed  by  the  trag¬ 
ic  conditions  and  the  hopelessness  felt 
by  the  people,”  said  Wright. 

Currently,  58  percent  of  the  people  in 
Africa  have  AIDS.  “Despite  all  the  efforts 
to  save  people  medically,  ultimately,  an 
entire  generation  of  people  will  not  be 
heard  from,”  said  Wright. 

Although  the  townships  around 
Johannesburg  are  in  better  shape,  there 
are  numerous  squatter  camps  evidenced 
by  structures  made  out  of  plywood  and 
anything  they  can  lay  their  hands  on. 

At  the  daycare  for  AIDS  children,  the 
LAVIM  team  put  up  monkey  bars  and  a 
slide  that  had  been  donated  by  a 
Louisiana  church.  “Once  it  was  up,  a  sea 
of  about  50  kids  ran  out  of  the  small 
house  and  immediately  started  playing. 
It  was  obvious  that  most  of  them  had 
never  been  down  a  slide  before.  To  see 
the  joy  on  their  faces,  to  know  that  for  a 
moment  there  was  a  bit  of  happiness  in 
their  lives ...  I  can’t  tell  you  what  that 
meant  to  us,”  said  Wright. 

In  one  of  the  world’s  most  hopeless 
places,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
brought  a  ray  of  hope.  “Although  it 
seems  small  to  us,  if  the  playground 
equipment  gave  them  hope  to  be  there 
tomorrow,  it  was  worth  it,”  he  added. 

The  group  also  helped  bath  the  kids, 
and  provided  them  with  new  clothes 
that  had  been  donated. 

Another  moving  experience  for  the 
group  was  offering  food  to  the  homeless 
every  Wednesday  night  in  one  of  the 
most  crime-ridden  areas  of 


Johannesburg,  where  gang  activity  and 
carjackings  are  commonplace.  “This 
was  a  difficult  and  frightening  experi¬ 
ence  for  many  of  our  team  members, 
but  it  impacted  our  lives  forever,”  said 
Wright. 

The  courage  displayed  by  these 
young  volunteers  was  carefully  observed 
by  the  members  of  their  host  church  in 
Primrose,  just  outside  of  Johannesburg. 
The  predominantly  white  church  had 
assisted  with  the  creation  of  the  AIDS 
clinics,  but  due  to  fear  of  crime  and  dis¬ 
ease,  almost  no  one  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion  was  currendy  volunteering  in  these 
much  needed  programs. 

“The  Primrose  congregation  was  gen¬ 
erous  to  us,  giving  us  lodging  and  all  of 
our  meals.  They  would  ask  us  where  in 
the  towns  we  were  going  to  do  ministry. 
They  said  that  our  group  had  been  to 
places  they  had  never  been  before.  They 
were  touched  by  the  courage  and  gen¬ 
erosity  of  these  young  people  who  had 
come  half  way  across  the  world  to  serve 
the  needy  folks  in  their  own  back  yard,” 
said  Wright. 

When  the  LAVIM  team  from 
Louisiana  Tech  said  goodbye  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  Primrose,  a  group  from  the  con¬ 
gregation  went  to  the  AIDS  clinic  with 
them  for  their  final  visit.  Church  leaders 
expressed  the  commitment  to  become 
re-involved  with  the  AIDS  clinic  min¬ 
istry,  and  even  planned  to  bring  their 
youth  group  to  volunteer  in  the  future.  “I 
believe  that  a  lot  of  important  things 
were  accomplished  by  the  LAVIM  team. 
But  perhaps  the  most  important  thing 
was  leaving  behind  the  people  in 
Primrose,  ready  to  stretch  their  bound¬ 
aries  and  to  step  out  in  faith  in  helping 
their  neighbors,  said  Wright. 

The  next  LAVIM  mission  to  South 
Africa  is  slated  for  March  3-17,  2005  and 
will  be  led  by  Rev.  Van  Stinson.  Other 
missions  are  also  being  planned  for  the 
future. 
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Editor’s  note.  We  hope  you 
enjoy  the  special  insert  on  pages 
3-6  in  this  edition  of  Louisiana 
Now!  devoted  to  telling  the  stories 
of  the  La.  Conference  Office  for 
Sustaining  Spiritual  Leadership. 
You  will  find  inspiring  testi¬ 
monies  and  helpful  information 
on  the  programs  offered  through 
the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  and  the  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Leadership. 


Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  /4 

Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  /5 

Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  /6 


Christian  Educators  /8 


Lucas  retires  /7 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Jurisdictional  Conference  2004 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  delegation  to  the  2004  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  discuss  their  options  during  the  voting  for 
bishops.  Pictured  are  Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  Lane  Winn,  Nancy  Carruth,  Rev.  Ellen 
Alston,  Rev.  Don  Avery  and  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell.  Photos  by  Tim  Hebert. 


Four  new  bishops  elected; 
Hutchinson  stays  in  La. 

CORPUS  CHRISTI,  Texas  (UMNS)  - 
United  Methodists  in  six  episcopal  areas 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  will 
welcome  new  bishops  on  Sept.  1. 

Assignments  for  the  1 1  bishops  - 
including  four  who  are  newly  elected  - 
who  will  serve  the  eight-state  region 
were  announced  July  16  at  the  final 
business  session  of  the  July  14-17  juris¬ 
dictional  conference  in  Corpus  Christi. 
Assignments  run  through  Aug.  31,  2008. 
New  bishops  were  consecrated  July  17  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Corpus 
Christi,  in  a  service  concluding  the  juris¬ 
dictional  conference. 

Assignments  for  the  bishops  serving 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are: 

Bishop  William  W  Hutchinson,  62, 
will  continue  in  the  Louisiana  Area 
(Louisiana  Conference),  where  he  has 
served  since  2000. 

Bishop  Charles  N.  Crutchfield,  60, 
Arkansas  Area  (Arkansas  Conference).  A 
new  bishop,  he  was  pastor  of  Central 
United  Methodist  Church,  Albuquerque, 
N.M.  Bishop  Crutchfield  succeeds 
Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie. 

Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie,  58,  suc¬ 
ceeds  retiring  Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  in 
the  Houston  Area  (Texas  Conference), 
after  serving  the  Arkansas  Area  since 
1996.  Norris  had  served  the  area  since 
2000. 

Bishop  Ben  R.  Chamness,  64,  will 
continue  in  the  Fort  Worth  Area  (Central 
Texas  Conference),  where  he  has  served 
since  2000. 

Bishop  Scott  C.  Jones,  50,  succeeds 
retiring  Bishop  A.  Frederick  “Fritz”  Mutti 

See  Conference,  page  7 


Clergy  Women  'let  light  shine' at  spirit-  and  prayer-filled  retreat 


The  clergy  women  of  the  La. 
Conference  recently  experienced  a 
spirit  and  prayer- filled  retreat,  led 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Chestina  Mitchell 
Archibald  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  theme,  “Let  your  light  shine 
before  others  so  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works,”  left  a  powerful 
message  on  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  all  who  attended. 

Participants  paid  tribute  to  the 
first  ordained  clergy  women  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  who  paved 
the  way  for  others  over  50  years 
ago. 


A  plaque  was  presented  at  the 
2004  La.  Annual  Conference  in 
Lafayette  in  recognition  of  their 
numerous  contributions  made  to 
ministry  in  various  appointments 
and  commitments,  throughout  the 
parish  and  the  world. 

Revs.  Marva  L.  Mitchell  and 
Tracy  L.  McKenzie  were  elected  to 
chair  the  second  term  and  to  devel¬ 
op  a  Clergy  Women’s  Retreat  Guide. 
They  will  also  compile  the  call  and 
ministry  stories  of  pioneering  and 
present-day  clergy  women  of  the 
La.  Conference. 


Revs.  Leslie  Stephens  and  Yvonne  Dayries  light  candles 
during  worship  at  the  2004  Clergy  Women's  retreat. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Midnight  at  O'Hare 


It  was  a  difficult  trip.  I  started  off  on 
schedule  at  the  Baton  Rouge  airport. 
Everything  went  well  until  I  arrived  in 
Atlanta.  It  was  then  that  I  learned 
there  were  storms  in  the  Chicago  area 
and  we  were  going  to  be  delayed.  Our 
plane  was  coming  in  from  Chicago 
and  had  not  been  able  to  leave  O’Hare 
yet.  So,  I  settled  down  for  a  long  wait. 
Eventually,  the  plane  arrived  and  we 
boarded  for  a  late  flight  to  Chicago. 
There  was  only  one  complication. 
There  were  severe  thunderstorms  over 
Indiana,  so  we  would  have  to  fly  west 
to  Memphis,  and  then  skirt  the  storms 
before  arriving  at  O’Hare.  After  sitting 
interminably  on  the  runway,  we  were 
finally  off.  It  was  1 1:30  p.m.  when  we 
arrived  in  Chicago. 

I  stepped  out  into  the  muggy  night 
and  was  met  with  absolute  chaos. 
There  was  a  huge  traffic  jam  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  were  trying  to  hail 
taxis,  stop  hotel  vans,  grab  an  airport 
shuttle,  or  something.  Everyone  was 
tired  and  a  bit  edgy  and  no  one  was 
acting  as  if  they  were  at  a  tea  party! 

Not  only  had  the  weather  delays 
backed  up  the  air  traffic,  but  also 
President  Bush  had  been  in  town  and 
they  had  shut  down  the  airport  for  his 
departure  sometime  that  evening  and 
that  had  complicated  things  even 
more.  It  was  a  scene  from  “you  know 
where!” 

I  finally  saw  my  hotel  van 
approaching,  but  then  so  did  a  myriad 
of  other  weary  travelers.  They  didn’t 
even  let  the  van  get  to  the  designated 
stop.  They  simply  charged  the  street 
and  surrounded  it,  clogging  traffic 
even  more  and  enraging  the  driver.  He 
finally  opened  the  door  and  stepped 
out  into  the  merging  crowd  and  told 
them  to  step  back.  It  was  then  that  I 
saw  several  pilots  and  flight  attendants 
making  their  way  through  the  irritated 
travelers.  They  were  ushered  through 
the  waiting  throng  and  onto  the  vehi¬ 
cle.  They  took  up  most  of  the  seats. 
They  didn’t  even  say,  “excuse  me”  as 
they  stepped  in  before  the  frustrated 
hotel  clients.  As  soon  as  they  had  been 
comfortably  seated,  the  van  driver 
allowed  some  others  to  crowd  onto  the 
vehicle  and  then  shut  the  doors.  Of 
course,  I  was  among  those  left  stand¬ 
ing  outside.  Some  tried  to  bargain 
with  the  driver  for  a  seat,  but  even 
substantial  monetary  bribes  were 
turned  down. 

As  I  stood  in  the  stifling  night  air, 
worn  to  a  frazzle,  thinking  about  an 
early  morning  meeting  and  just  want¬ 
ing  to  get  to  the  hotel,  I  contemplated 
those  pilots  and  flight  attendants. 

They  were  a  privileged  class.  Oh,  I 
understand  why.  But  when  you  are  left 
standing  with  thousands  of  others  at 
midnight  on  a  traffic -jammed  street  at 
O’Hare  airport,  you  really  aren’t  happy 
to  be  the  unprivileged  among  the  priv¬ 


ileged.  But  then 
the  unprivileged 
are  never  happy  to 
be  treated  as  a  sec¬ 
ondary  citizen  or 
an  unimportant 
person.  Thankfully, 
our  faith  teaches  us 
something  so  very 
different. 

“In  Christ’s  fam¬ 
ily  there  can  be  no 
division  into  Jew 
and  non-Jew,  slave  and  free,  male  and 
female.  Among  us  you  are  all  equal. 
That  is,  we  are  all  in  a  common  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Jesus  Christ.  Also,  since 
you  are  Christ’s  family,  then  you  are 
Abraham’s  famous  ‘descendants,’ 
heirs  according  to  the  covenant  prom¬ 
ises.”  (Galatians  3:28-29,  “The 
Message”) 

Isn’t  it  a  joyous  blessing  to  know 
that  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  no  one  is 
ushered  into  the  presence  of  the  Deity 
ahead  of  anyone  else?  All  of  us 
approach  the  throne  of  the  Almighty 
as  equals.  As  I  was  taught,  “The 
ground  is  level  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.” 

In  one  of  Max  Lucado’s  books,  The 
Applause  of  Heaven,  the  story  is  told  of 
a  person  arriving  at  the  gates  of 
Heaven  where  there  is  a  gathering  of 
loved  ones  and  friends  who  have  gone 
before,  waiting  to  greet  her/him.  As 
the  newly  arrived  pilgrim  makes 
her/his  way  through  this  sea  of  loving 
faces,  there  steps  from  the  rear  of  the 
crowd  the  One  with  nail  prints  in  his 
hands  who  applauds  the  newcomer 
and  welcomes  him/her  home.  If  I  try 
and  figure  out  how  that  can  happen 
for  every  person  who  enters  his  or  her 
eternal  home  with  Christ,  I  can  go 
crazy  with  logistical  gymnastics.  But 
when  I  take  the  concept  in  faith  and 
know  that  every  person  is  special  and 
every  person  is  treated  the  same, 
whether  princess /prince  or  pauper,  I 
can  accept  that  my  entrance  into  God’s 
eternal  presence  is  just  as  important  as 
anyone  else’s  and  that  I  am  not 
delayed  in  my  entry  while  waiting  on 
some  privileged  one  to  enter  before 
me.  What  a  blessed  thought. 

Our  journeys  through  life  teach  us 
many  things  -  even  at  midnight  in 
O’Hare  International  Airport.  May 
your  journey  be  filled  with  joyous 
moments  when  you  are  reassured  of 
your  extreme  and  uncompromised 
importance  in  the  eyes  of  our  Master 
and  Lord,  and  when  you  come  to 
know  you  are  loved  beyond  measure 
by  the  one  who  created  the  universe 
and  who  created  you. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Help  still  needed  to  aid 


UMCOR  Sager  Brown  is  responding 
to  the  deadly  flooding  that  struck  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  Haiti,  where 
water  and  mudslides  have  killed  over 
2,100  people.  It  is  believed  that  at  least 
1 1,200  families  were  displaced  by  the 
flood  in  both  nations. 

United  Methodists  are  being  asked  to 
respond  in  three  ways.  First,  through 
prayers:  second,  by  providing  health  kits 
and/or  layette  kits  to  Sager  Brown;  and 
third,  by  contributing  to  the  UMCOR 
advance  #410200  for  Dominican 
Republic/ Haiti  Flood  Relief. 

Sager  Brown  shipped  a  container  to 
the  Dominican  Republic  on  June  4,  and 
a  container  to  Armenia  on  June  29. 
Another  shipment  is  ready  for 
Afghanistan. 

Because  of  these  recent  shipments, 
Sager  Brown  needs  mountains  of  mate- 


flood-ravaged  island 

rials  to  enable  this  ministry  to  speak 
with  the  love  and  care  of  the  United 
Methodist  people  to  those  around  the 
world  suffering  from  disaster. 

The  top  10  bulk  items  needed  in 
order  of  priority  are  as  follows:  tooth¬ 
paste  (4.5  oz.  or  larger);  metal  nail  files 
or  fingernail  clippers;  terry  cloth  hand 
towels;  ruled  paper;  pencil  sharpeners; 
cloth  baby  diapers;  sewing  scissors 
(adult);  baby  blankets;  children’s  scissors 
(blunt  tip);  baby  gowns  or  sleepers. 

For  every  kit,  or  for  every  10  items 
donated,  $1  is  needed  to  pay  for  ship¬ 
ping  to  the  designated  location.  Please 
make  out  checks  for  shipping  to 
“UMCOR  Sager  Brown”  with  the  word 
“shipping”  in  the  memo  line.  Mail 
checks  separately  from  the  kits  or  sup¬ 
plies  to:  UMCOR  Sager  Brown,  R  O.  Box 
850,  Baldwin,  LA  70514. 


September  designated  'Open  House  Month' 


Open  House  Month  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  to  welcome  their  neighbors 
into  Christian  community.  It  pro¬ 
vides  our  people  an  avenue  to  share 
the  faith  by  living  the  promise  of 
"Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open 
Doors.” 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
is  joining  other  United  Methodists 
across  the  United  States  in  recogniz¬ 
ing  September  as  Open  House 
Month. 

Every  congregation  is  urged  to: 

Alert  each  member  about  the 
importance  of  inviting  others  to 
church,  welcoming  guests,  and  help¬ 
ing  everyone  feel  at  home; 

Prepare  the  congregation  for 
“Open  House  Month”  by  providing 
or  participating  in  welcoming  train¬ 
ing,  using  “Igniting  Ministry”  materi¬ 
als  available  from  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  Cokesbury; 

Pray  for  our  church,  that  through 
the  messages  broadcast  and  the  wel¬ 
coming  demonstrated,  people  with¬ 
out  a  spiritual  home  will  become 


Christian  disciples;  and 

Participate  in  National 
Neighborhood  Day,  Sunday,  Sept.  12, 
2004  as  a  gesture  of  welcoming  to 
the  community  around  each  congre¬ 
gation. 

National  Neighborhood  Day  is  a 
nonprofit  initiative  established  to 
recognize  and  reinforce  the  relation¬ 
ships  that  are  the  fabric  of  our  com¬ 
munities. 

The  ties  that  unite  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  help  us  better  enjoy  the  myriad 
of  challenges  and  opportunities  we 
face. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
asking  churches  to  encourage  mem¬ 
bers  to  host  gatherings  in  their  own 
neighborhoods  on  the  second 
Sunday  in  September. 

It  can  be  as  simple  as  a  picnic  or 
an  open  house. 

Successful  neighborhood  gather¬ 
ings  can  be  hosted  with  very  little 
cost.  All  the  information  and  organ¬ 
izing  materials  needed  to  participate 
are  available  at  www.neighborhood- 
day.org. 
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Office  for  Sustaining  Spiritual  Leadership  plays  unique  role  in  Conference 


Ministering  to  others  through  the 
Church  can  be  a  demanding  task. 
Spiritual  formation  is  central  to  what 
maintains  all  ministers,  whether  they  are 
clergy  or  lay. 

Although  skills  are  teachable  and 
transferable,  spiritual  formation  is  differ¬ 
ent.  It  is  more  creative  than  technical, 
“caught"  rather  than  “thought.” 

Spiritual  transformation  flows  from 
the  bonding  that  takes  place  when  a 
peer  group  becomes  a  community, 
allowing  and  encouraging  members  of 
the  group  to  reach  a  deeper  spiritual 
dimension.  When  such  a  group  experi¬ 
ences  a  three-day,  two-night  spiritual 
transformation  retreat  at  an  unexpected 
place,  such  as  a  Benedictine  monastery, 
spiritual  formation  is  nurtured. 

High  priority  should  be  given  to  the 
caring  support  and  transformational 
growth  that  happens  best  in  peer  groups 
through  shared  study,  private  and  corpo¬ 
rate  prayer,  and  the  natural  evolution  of 


friendship. 

The  process  of  providing  these  vital 
elements  began  in  1990  when  the  La. 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  established  the  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness.  The  Center  has 
offered  exposure  to  scholars  and  recog¬ 
nized  pastoral  leaders  in  a  range  of  min¬ 
istry  issues.  It  has  provided  retreats  that 
reverence  silence,  introspection,  prayer 
and  worship.  The  balance  of  these  ele¬ 
ments  has  offered  settings  for  mind¬ 
stretching  and  soul  searching,  challeng¬ 
ing  and  comforting,  dealing  with  per¬ 
spective  and  perception. 

In  1998,  the  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  expanded  on  the  model  for 
transformational  growth,  and  included 
opportunities  for  the  laity  of  the 
Conference  to  participate  and  to  experi¬ 
ence  spiritual  nurture  and  growth. 

In  2002,  the  Conference  was  awarded 
a  $701,600  grant  from  the  Lilly 
Endowment.  One  of  47  awarded  nation¬ 


wide  in  a  program  entided  “Sustaining 
Pastoral  Excellence,”  the  grant  has  been 
used  to  strengthen  existing  programs 
from  the  Center  and  the  Academy.  The 
grant  has  also  allowed  for  the  creation  of 
the  Office  for  Sustaining  Spiritual 
Leadership,  providing  for  additional  staff 
to  grow  the  programs. 

The  Lilly  Endowment  grant  also 
allowed  the  Conference  to  initiate  sever¬ 
al  new  programs. 

Discerner’s  Academy,  one  of  the  new 
programs,  provides  a  creative  and  nur¬ 
turing  environment  for  anyone  who  is  in 
the  process  of  discerning  his  or  her  call 
into  ministry.  One  of  the  aims  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  to  lower  the  age  of  those  who  are 
coming  into  full-time  pastoral  ministry, 
increase  the  number  of  service  years, 
and  strengthen  the  spiritual  leadership 
of  the  Church. 

A  clergy  renewal  program  has  also 
been  instituted,  providing  planned 
leaves  designed  to  renew  pastors’  spiri¬ 


tual  life  and  restore  enthusiasm  for  min¬ 
istry.  Ministers,  congregations,  church 
boards  and  Conferences  are  learning 
that  pastors  must  be  allowed  and 
encouraged  to  take  planned  periods  of 
time  away  from  their  everyday  ministeri¬ 
al  responsibilities.  This  program  is 
designed  to  prevent  pastoral  “burnout” 
and  foster  ministerial  effectiveness 
among  the  clergy. 

The  La.  Annual  Conference  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  “raising  up  spiritual  leaders” 
within  the  clergy  and  the  laity.  Healthy, 
thoughtful,  dedicated  servant  leaders 
promote  healthy,  effective  congrega¬ 
tions. 

This  special  insert  to  Louisiana  Now! 
provides  an  overview  of  the  programs 
offered  by  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  and  the  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership.  Read  these  articles 
to  know  more  about  how  these  exciting 
programs  can  impact  your  life  and  the 
life  of  United  Methodism  in  Louisiana. 


Rev.  Ken  Irby  of  University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  took 
advantage  of  a  new  clergy  renewal  program  administered  by  the  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness.  Irby,  left,  stands  with  one  of  the  monks  from  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  Christ  in  the  Desert  in  New  Mexico. 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  sustains  ministers 


The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  offers  an  intentional 
and  disciplined  process  of  self-defi¬ 
nition,  vocational  identity,  and 
spiritual  formation  that  will  help 
sustain  ministers  in  ministry. 

Pastors  are  provided  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  enhance,  refresh  and  refine 
the  skills  that  are  necessary  to 
maintain  not  only  their  ministries 
but  their  own  well  being. 

Pastoral  formation  involves  the 
weaving  together  of  five  essential 
elements  that  not  only  maintain 
ministers  in  effective  ministry,  but 
also  move  them  up  the  scale  of  dif¬ 
ferentiation  and  in  their  under¬ 
standing  of  the  call  of  God  in 
Christ. 

The  Essential  Pentagon  of  The 
Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness  is 
grounded  in  a  deep  appreciation 


for  the  ongoing  formation  of  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  own  spirituality  and  anchored 
in  a  serious  understanding  of  bibli¬ 
cal  theology. 

Foremost  is  a  respect  for  the 
covenant  we  hold  in  common. 
Colleagues  in  ministry  need  a  “safe 
place,”  where  they  can  count  on 
confidentiality,  experience  trust, 
express  tentative  thoughts  and 
ideas  on  which  they  are  still  work¬ 
ing,  and  share  some  of  their  deep¬ 
est  hurts  as  well  as  their  most 
sparkling  moments. 

The  Center  applies  "systems 
thinking,”  which  offers  a  holistic 
view  and  deals  with  the  way  we 
perceive  things.  The  process 
unleashes  dynamics  that  lead  to 
lasting  change  and  a  sense  of  mis¬ 
sion  and  purpose.  Rev.  Craig  Gillam 
is  director  of  the  Center. 


Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  Director  Carole  Cotton  Winn  and  New  Orleans 
District  Missioner  Barbara  Murray  lead  one  of  the  academy's  sessions. 

Academy  raises  up  spiritual  leaders 


The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  is  an  intentional  min¬ 
istry  of  the  La.  Annual  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
designed  to  raise  up  spiritual  lead¬ 
ers,  both  clergy  and  lay,  who  are 
equipped  and  empowered  to  make 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Sojourners  in  The  Academy  rep¬ 
resent  the  various  churches  and 
ministry  settings  in  the  Conference. 

Participation  in  the  programs 
offered  by  The  Academy  provides 


in-depth  continuing  education  and 
retreat  opportunities  that  allow 
individuals  to  make  a  serious  com¬ 
mitment  to  deepening  one’s  own 
personal  piety. 

The  personal  and  corporate 
attention  to  true  spiritual  transfor¬ 
mation  allows  United  Methodists 
the  opportunity  to  walk  with  Christ 
on  a  deeper  level,  and  trains  them 
on  how  to  share  their  faith  with 
others.  Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn, 
serves  as  director  of  the  Academy. 


Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 
Rev.  Carole  Cotton  Winn,  Director 

101  Byron  Court 

Slidell,  LA  70461 

Contact 

Info 

(985)  639-9531 

Shannon  Sandifer 
(Serves  both  institutions) 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

527  North  Blvd. 

Rev.  Craig  Gilliam,  Director 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 

(504)  393-0309 

(225)  346-1646 

wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com 

ssandifer2@bellsouth.net 
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The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 


The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership 


The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership  is 
a  four-retreat  process — two  in  the  fall 
and  one  each  in  the  winter  and 
spring — that  explores  various  facets 
of  raising  up  spiritual  leaders.  Retreat 
leaders  invited  to  participate  are 
nationally  recognized  in  their  partic¬ 
ular  fields. 

Sojourners  must  be  able  to  com¬ 
mit  to  all  four  retreats.  Each  retreat 
begins  at  5  p.m.  on  Thursday  and 
ends  at  noon  on  Saturday. 

Those  wishing  to  participate 
should  write  a  letter  briefly  stating 
why  they  feel  called  and  committed 
to  be  a  part  of  the  Path  of  Spiritual 
Leadership. 

The  letter  is  then  mailed,  along 
with  a  completed  application  form, 
before  the  retreat  fee  is  submitted. 

The  next  series  of  retreats  for  The 
Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership  will 
begin  in  September  of  2004.  Each 
retreat  includes  covenant  groups, 
morning  and  evening  prayers, 
Sabbath  rest,  altar  visuals,  prayer 


walks  on  the  labyrinth,  singing, 
prayer  and  Holy  Communion. 

The  cost  for  Track  One  is  $350. 
Partial  scholarships  are  available  on 
request. 

All  retreats  are  held  at  The 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth, 

La.  The  themes,  leaders  and  dates  for 
the  retreats  are: 

Connecting  to  Our  Calling 
Rev.  Dr.  Steve  Long 
Sept.  16-18 

Connecting  to  Our  Souls 
Rev.  Jane  E.  Vennard 
Nov.  4-6 

Connecting  to  Church  and 
Community 

Rev.  Dr.  Emanuel  Cleaver 
Feb. 24-26 

Connecting  to  Our  Faith  Journey 
Ms.  Marcia  McFee 
April  14-16 


Boagni  still  searching  for 


When  Arletha 
Boagni  first  received 
information  on  The 
Path  of  Spiritual 
Leadership  (Track 
One),  she  felt  cer¬ 
tain  stirrings.  “In  my 
spirit,  I  felt  I  should 
go.  But  it  took  a 
while  to  make  the 
commitment  to  do 
it.” 

This  single  mother  and  teacher 
began  to  read  the  book  of  Acts  from 
the  Bible,  and  received  inspiration 
from  the  followers  of  Jesus  as  they 
courageously  made  decisions  that 
would  alter  their  lives. 

“I’m  still  in  a  searching  mode  to 
find  God’s  perfect  path  of  ministry 
for  me.  I  have  attended  the 
Discemer’s  Academy,  and  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  Track  One,  which  gave 
me  a  stronger  sense  of  the  leadership 
that  should  be  in  the  local  church,” 
said  Boagni. 

Upon  returning  home  from  Track 
One,  she  was  asked  to  lead  a  chapel 
service.  “I  didn’t  know  all  of  the  com¬ 
ponents,  but  Lucinda  Warren  who 
served  on  the  Track  One  staff  helped 
me  with  it.  I  found  the  confidence  I 
needed  to  do  things  I  had  not  done 


'perfect  path' in  ministry 

before,  and  to  step  up  to  the  plate,” 
said  Boagni. 

Emmanuel  Cleaver,  a  speaker  for 
Track  One,  inspired  her  with  his  urg- 
ings  to  "go  back  and  do  what  you  can 
do  in  your  church.” 

Through  the  Discerner’s  Academy, 
Boagni  was  inspired  by  a  visit  to 
Windsor  Village  in  Houston,  a  mega¬ 
church  pastored  by  Rev.  Kirby  John 
Caldwell.  Caldwell  explained  to  the 
group  of  discerners  that  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  survey  the  needs  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  first,  then  supply  those 
needs  to  the  community. 

Part  of  my  Boagni’s  current  mis- 
sional  efforts  is  working  with 
“Express  Yourself,”  a  grant-funded 
public  school  program  designed  to 
develop  emotional  intelligence  and 
skills  in  coping  with  challenging  situ¬ 
ations.  She  admits  that  she  has 
found  the  courage  to  do  things  she 
never  would  have  considered  doing 
before  her  participation  in  the  two 
programs  provided  through  the 
Office  for  Sustaining  Spiritual 
Leadership.  “I  actually  participated 
in  a  radio  show  promoting  the  after¬ 
school  program,”  said  Boagni. 

“Right  now,  I’m  just  being  obedi¬ 
ent.  I’ll  walk  with  Jesus  wherever  he 
takes  me.” 


Smith:  God  speaks  in  silence  of  retreats 


Stephanie  Smith  had  done  a  number 
of  Bible  studies  on  the  spiritual  disci¬ 
plines.  But  the  thought  of  participating 
in  a  silent  retreat  seemed  a  bit  challeng¬ 
ing. 

“For  a  talker  like  me,  to  just  listen  for 
three  solid  days  seemed  impossible.  I 
went,  almost  on  a  dare  with  myself  to 
see  if  I  could  do  it,”  said  the  outgoing 


Smith. 

She  admits  that  it  was  very  hard  to 
eat  meals  in  a  group  without  talking. 
“Other  than  that,  once  the  vow  of  silence 
was  made,  it  got  easier  and  easier.  It  was 
a  game  at  first.  We  would  grin  at  each 
other,  in  mutual  sympathy.  But  after  the 

See  Silent  Retreats,  page  6 


The  Path  of  Spiritual  Direction 

A  spiritual  director  is  a  soul  friend  who  walks  with  someone  on  his  or  her 
faith  journey  as  both  a  learner  and  a  teacher  of  discernment.  Eugene  Peterson 
defines  spiritual  direction  as  “a  way  of  listening  that  does  not  need  to  fix  prob¬ 
lems:  a  way  of  asking  questions  that  draws  out  the  inner  wisdom.” 

The  Path  of  Spiritual  Direction  is  a  series  of  six  four-day  retreats  over  a  two- 
year  period  that  will  train  persons,  both  clergy  and  lay,  who  sense  a  call  to  this 
ministry. 

Rev.  Wendy  Miller,  Eastern  Mennonite  Seminary,  is  faculty  for  spiritual 
direction  training  and  brings  her  passion  for  this  ministry  and  also  a  sense  of 
God’s  presence  to  each  retreat. 

The  next  training  series  will  begin  in  February  2006.  All  retreats  begin  on 
Monday  at  2  p.m.  and  end  at  11  a.m.  on  Thursday.  Participants  who  complete 
the  two-year  training  will  receive  certification  as  spiritual  directors  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Program  changed  nature  of  ministry  for  Bollinger 


Rev.  Pete 

Bollinger,  currently 
serving  Grace 
Community  in 
Shreveport,  had 
some  familiarity 
with  spiritual  direc¬ 
tion  training. 

Bollinger’s 
mother  was  a 
member  of  a 
United  Methodist  church  in 
California.  The  pastor  of  that  church 
was  a  spiritual  director. 

His  mother  had,  in  the  past, 
shared  with  him  how  her  pastor’s 
influence  as  a  spiritual  director  had 
benefitted  her. 

After  Bollinger  completed  Track 
One  through  The  Academy,  he 
received  a  brochure  and  a  letter  from 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  on  The  Path  of 
Spiritual  Direction. 

“One  of  the  speakers  at  Track  One 
had  come  from  the  background  of 
spiritual  direction,  and  had  intro¬ 
duced  us  to  time  honored  spiritual 
disciplines.  We  talked  about  journal¬ 
ing  in  a  prayerful  way,  so  I  began  to 
experiment  with  that  process,”  said 


Bollinger. 

He  became  involved  in  spiritual 
director  training.  "Although  I  didn’t 
really  understand  what  I  was  getting 
into,  the  experience  was  so  reward¬ 
ing.  It  was  an  opportunity  to  explore 
where  I  was  spiritually.  The  first  year 
was  used  as  a  time  of  discernment. 
The  second  year  was  an  outward 
focus,  teaching  us  how  to  show  oth¬ 
ers  to  be  sensitive  to  God  working  in 
their  lives.  I  became  more  centered, 
more  focused,  and  achieved  a 
heightened  sense  of  God’s  presence,” 
said  Bollinger. 

Participation  in  this  program 
changed  the  nature  of  his  ministry. 
Bollinger  now  serves  as  Director  of 
Adult  Spiritual  Formation  for  his 
church.  Grace  UMC  has  also  hired  a 
youth  director  who  serves  as  a 
Spiritual  Director  for  Youth  and 
Young  Adults. 

“We  have  a  different  way  of  doing 
education  ministry,  which  is  more 
about  formation.  When  people  form 
their  lives  around  Jesus  Christ,  they 
develop  a  deeper  understanding  of 
their  own  spiritual  lives  and  how  that 
affects  everything  around  them." 


Bollinger 


The  Path  of  Retreat  Leadership 


Be  Still:  The  Process  of  Designing 
and  Leading  Retreats 

A  new  offering  of  The  Academy, 
this  path  is  for  laity  and  clergy  who 
would  like  to  explore  and  receive 
training  in  the  various  facets  of  lead¬ 
ing  retreats. 

The  focus  will  be  on  leading  from 
compassion,  prayer  forms  and  spiri¬ 
tual  practices,  attending  to  detail, 
creating  community  and  group 
process,  guided  meditation  and 
physical  activity,  listening  and  wait¬ 
ing,  and  the  “contemplative  Jesus.” 

Participants  will  receive  an 
overview  of  the  purpose,  as  well  as  a 
theological  and  biblical  understand¬ 
ing,  of  retreats.  It  will  also  offer  guid¬ 
ance  for  designing  and  leading  these 
gatherings. 

Continuing  education  credits  will 


be  given  to  those  who  attend.  The 
cost  of  the  training  is  $250. 

Leading  this  path  is  Rev.  Jane  E. 
Vennard,  senior  adjunct  faculty  of 
prayer  and  spirituality  at  Iliff  School 
of  Theology  in  Denver,  Col. 

Her  books  include  Praying  for 
Friends  and  Enemies,  Praying  with 
Body  and  Soul,  and  Be  Still:  Designing 
and  Leading  Contemplative  Retreats. 

Vennard  has  previously  led  this 
retreat  for  The  Upper  Room  in 
Nashville. 

Be  Still:  The  Process  of  Designing 
and  Leading  Retreats 
April  4-8 

3  p.m.  Monday  through  noon 
Thursday 

The  Conference  Center  at 
Woodworth 
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The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 


Soul  Journey  I 


Souljourney  One  is  a  process  that 
will  assist  clergy  in  renewal  and 
growth — spiritually,  mentally  and 
emotionally.  Open  to  any  minister 
with  five  years  of  experience  in  the 
Conference,  or  on  recommendation 
of  his  or  her  district  superintendent, 
Souljourney  One  is  a  four-retreat 
process,  two  in  the  fall  and  one  each 
in  the  winter  and  spring. 

Retreats  are  held  alternately  at  the 
La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 
and  the  Dominican  Conference 
Center  in  New  Orleans. 

Cost  for  Souljourney  One  is  $400. 
Participants  will  receive  8  continuing 
education  units  upon  completion  of 
the  four  retreeats. 


The  next  Souljourney  One  begins 
in  September. 

Sept.  7-9,  2004 

The  Conference  Center 

Woodworth,  La. 

Nov.  2-4,  2004 

The  Dominican  Center 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Jan.  4-6,  2005 

The  Conference  Center 

Woodworth,  La. 

March  15-17,  2005 
The  Dominican  Center 
New  Orleans,  La. 


Graham  values  atmosphere  of  openness  at  retreat 


Rev.  Ken 

Graham  admits  he 
was  going  through 
a  stressful  period  in 
his  life  when  he 
attended 
Souljourney  One. 

"I  was  in  a  diffi¬ 
cult  place.  I  needed 
advice  and  support 
to  help  me  under¬ 
stand  certain  things,  and  how  I 
should  act  and  react,”  said  Graham. 

He  was  particularly  influenced  by 
a  book  used  during  the  retreat  enti¬ 
tled  “A  Failure  of  Nerve,”  written  by 
the  late  Edwin  Friedman,  a  Jewish 
rabbi  and  practicing  family  therapist. 
Friedman’s  work  entitled 
"Generation  to  Generation”  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  definitive  work  on  family 
systems. 


“His  focus  on  systems  thinking 
made  a  difference  in  how  I  began  to 
approach  things.  In  his  book, 
Friedman  not  only  addressed  the 
topic  of  church  conflict,  but  he 
offered  practical  things  one  could  do 
to  correct  problems.” 

Graham’s  confidence  was  built 
during  the  retreat  process.  “Through 
talking  to  other  people  in  the  group, 

I  quickly  learned  that  I  was  not  the 
only  one  experiencing  these  stres¬ 
sors.  I  left  knowing  that  I  could  han¬ 
dle  the  situations  I  was  facing.” 

Graham  valued  the  setting  of  the 
retreat,  most  of  all.  “There  was  an 
atmosphere  of  openness.  This  was  a 
place  in  which  I  felt  confident  I  could 
share.  I  established  bonds  with  my 
fellow  clergy  in  a  deeper  way  than  I 
ever  had  before.  This  series  of 
retreats  is  definitely  worthwhile.” 


Clergy  Renewal  program 

God  rested  on  the  seventh  day. 

Inspired  by  that  Biblical  premise,  La. 
Conference  ministers  now  have  the 
opportunity  to  participate  in  a  clergy 
“renewal”  program  that  provides 
planned  periods  of  time  away  from  their 
everyday  ministerial  responsibilities. 

Supported  with  grant  funding  from 
the  I  illy  Endowment,  our  Conference 
Clergy  Renewal  Program  is  available  to 
pastors  who  have  been  serving  a  full¬ 
time  appointment  for  six  consecutive 
years  from  the  time  of  his  or  her  recep¬ 
tion  into  full  or  associate  membership. 

Several  clergy,  such  as  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent  Doug  Ezell,  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  opportunity  for 
rejuvenation. 

“This  was  a  rewarding  and  renewing 
experience  not  only  for  me,  but  for  my 
wife,  Patti,  also.  Spiritually,  emotionally 
and  physically  this  was  a  most  positive 
experience,”  wrote  Ezell. 

“I  found  this  month  to  be  invaluable 
for  refreshing  my  spirit  and  reflecting  on 
life  and  ministry.  It  was  restorative  to  be 
able  to  relax  into  this  simple  routine 
with  the  realization  that  I  was  not  on 
call.  It  was  important  for  me  to  be  able 


offers  chance  for  respite 

to  let  go  for  a  time  of  the  varied  respon¬ 
sibilities  that  accompany  the  role  of  a 
District  Superintendent,”  wrote  Ezell. 

Rev.  Ken  Irby  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  took 
his  three  months  of  leave  consecutively 
from  August  through  October. 

His  clery  renewal  leave  began  with  a 
family  trip  to  Southern  California  which 
his  wife  Kaye  and  their  children  enjoyed. 

In  stark  contrast  to  the  frivolity  of 
Disneyworld,  Irby  then  traveled  alone  to 
Christ  in  the  Desert  Monastery  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  for  a  person¬ 
al  retreat.  “The  monastery  has  a  ministry 
of  hospitality.  You  can  come  and  stay  for 
self-guided  retreats,”  said  Irby. 

Working  on  home  projects  and  join¬ 
ing  a  health  club  were  just  a  few  of  the 
personal  efforts  made  by  Irby  to  estab¬ 
lish  some  patterns  of  wholeness  that 
would  not  end,  but  carry  him  through  as 
he  returned  to  daily  responsibilities. 
“After  19  years  of  parish  ministry,  I  found 
that  many  of  the  day-to-day  tasks  were 
becoming  more  difficult.  I  had  less  to 
offer.  I  have  returned  with  more  energy 
and  passion  for  ministry.” 


Majestic  oaks  grace  St.  Joseph  Abbey,  where  Rev.  Amy  Mercer  found  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  "just  be  still."  She  uses  the  above  image  as  the  screen  saver  on  her  com- 
puter."lt  takes  me  back  to  the  Abbey  daily,"  she  says. 


The  Abbey  Retreat 


Early  each  year,  usually  during 
Lent,  The  Center  offers  a  spiritual 
transformation  retreat  at  St.  Joseph 
Abbey,  a  Benedictine  monastery  in 
Covington. 

The  Abbey  Retreat  is  included  as 
part  of  Souljoumey  Two;  however, 
this  retreat  is  also  open  to  proba¬ 
tionary  deacons  and  elders  in  their 

Mercer  finds  she  can 

Rev.  Amy  Mercer  has  fond  memo¬ 
ries  of  her  retreat  at  St.  Joseph  Abbey, 
a  Benedictine  monastery  in 
Covington.  A  required  part  of 
Souljoumey  Two,  this  spiritual  trans¬ 
formation  retreat  provided  Mercer 
with  a  chance  to  "slow  down”  from 
her  usual  hectic  pace. 

“The  Abbey  is  an  incredibly  beau¬ 
tiful,  incredibly  peaceful  place.  My 
favorite  thing  to  do  was  to  sit  under 
the  lovely  old  oak  trees  on  the  prop¬ 
erty,  and  just  be  still,”  said  Mercer. 

She  felt  privileged  to  sing  with  the 
brothers  who  reside  at  the  Abbey. 


second  and  third  post-academic 
year,  participants  in  Souljourney 
One,  past  alumni  of  The  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness,  and  as  space 
allows,  any  minister  in  the 
Conference  who  feels  a  need  for  a 
time  apart  for  rest  and  renewal. 

The  Abbey  Retreat  is  truly  a  time 
to  rest,  renew,  and  restore. 

slow  down' at  Abbey 

“The  brothers  observe  the  divine 
hours  throughout  the  day.  I  believe 
they  enjoyed  our  accompaniment,  as 
the  Methodists  are  known  to  sing 
lustily.” 

Mercer  has  gone  back  twice  for 
additional  Abbey  retreats.  She  jok¬ 
ingly  warns  her  co-workers  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  that  if  she’s 
having  a  stressful  week,  and  she 
“turns  up  missing  in  action,”  they’ll 
be  sure  to  find  her  at  the  Abbey,  sit¬ 
ting  and  humming  under  one  of  the 
majestic  oak  trees. 


Center  offers  several  Areas  of  Consultation 


The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  offers  several  Areas  of 
Consultation: 

Clergy  Retreats:  The  Center  offers 
opportunities  for  clergy  retreats  for 
those  needing  time  away  from  the 
church  to  reflect  on  their  ministry 
and  calling.  A  retreat  may  include 
any  or  all  of  the  following  compo¬ 
nents;  counseling,  spiritual  direction, 
coaching,  time  for  reflection,  and 
psychological  testing.  We  design  the 
retreat  to  fit  the  needs  of  the  individ¬ 
ual. 

Coaching;  Through  coaching,  The 
Center  provides  an  outside  resource 


for  clergy  to  help  them  think 
through,  reflect  on,  and  process 
issues  in  their  lives  and  ministries. 

Visioning  Work;  As  congregations 
grow  and  change,  they  often  find 
themselves  rethinking  their  vision 
and  mission. 

The  Center  can  assist  these  con¬ 
gregations  as  they  reflect  on  who 
they  are  and  on  the  future  God  is 
calling  them  to  create. 

Conflict  Transformation:  The 
Center  offers  guidance  to  help  con¬ 
gregations  respond  to  anxiety  and 
conflict  in  a  healthy  way  that  can 
lead  to  growth  and  maturity. 
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Harper  serves  as  Coordinator  of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 


As  the  newest  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Office  for  Sustaining  Spiritual 
Leadership,  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper  serves 
as  the  Coordinator  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

He  has  the  responsibility  of  centrally 
maintaining  all  of  the  official  permanent 
records  of  our  candidates  for  ordained 
ministry,  seminarians,  probationary 
members,  local  pastors,  associate  mem¬ 
bers  and  lay  persons  being  certified  for 


specialized  ministries  within  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  These  records  are 
housed  in  the  Conference  office  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Harper  will: 

(1)  serve  as  registrar  (record  keeper) 
for  all  of  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
(BOM)  retreats  and  interviews  with 
Division  (elder  and  deacon  candidates) 
and  local  pastors  and  associate  mem¬ 
bers, 


(2)  compile  the  BOM  report  for 
Annual  Conference  and  submit  the  most 
accurate  information  for  the  Conference 
Journal, 

(3)  relate  with  our  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  in  regard  to 
student  loans,  scholarships,  and  grants, 

(4)  interface  with  our  Center  for 
Pastoral  Effectiveness  and  our  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Leadership  as  we  help  per¬ 
sons  grow  spiritually  and  discern  their 


call  from  God  to  servant  leadership 
within  our  United  Methodist  Church, 

(5)  provide  training  events  for  our 
District  Committee  on  Ordained 
Ministry  members  throughout  the 
Conference  on  an  annual  basis  and 

(6)  implement  all  disciplinary  (Book 
of  Discipline)  and  conference  require¬ 
ments  pertaining  to  the  ordination 
process  for  new  ministers  within  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Silent  Retreats,  from  page  4 


first  day,  the  real  work  began.  People 
were  doing  a  lot  of  internal  spiritual 
work,  concentrating  on  growing,”  said 
Smith. 

As  she  walked  the  labyrinth,  Smith  sat 
in  the  center  and  gave  up  a  personal 
problem  to  God. 

“He  really  speaks  in  the  silence,”  she 
said. 

At  the  end  of  the  retreat,  the  group 


shared  communion,  and  they  were 
given  permission  to  speak  again.  “We 
began  hugging,  and  we  all  felt  the 
instant  bond  that  had  formed.  We  had 
grown  together  in  silence.  Without 
knowing  each  other,  we  loved  each 
other,"  said  Smith. 

“I  can't  recommend  it  highly  enough. 
Just  the  pure  expectation  of  Sabbath  rest 
is  worth  going.” 


The  Path  of  Contemplation 
and  Meditation 


Into  the  Stillness:  A  contemplative 
retreat  for  men  and  women 

Are  you  seeking  a  time  apart  from 
the  hectic  pace  of  daily  living?  If  so, 
this  forum  of  “gathered  silence”  will 
speak  to  your  needs. 

Sojourners  meet  daily  for  morning 
and  evening  prayer  and  in  guided 
sessions  on  the  various  spiritual  dis¬ 
ciplines,  led  by  persons  trained  in  the 
ways  of  spiritual  practice.  Spiritual 


directors  will  be  available  to  meet 
with  sojourners  one-on-one 
throughout  the  retreat.  The  cost  of 
this  retreat  is  $200  and  includes  a  pri¬ 
vate  room  and  all  meals. 

The  contemplative  retreat  is  held 
during  the  summer,  so  watch  for 
more  information  next  year.  Or  con¬ 
tact  the  academy  to  be  placed  on  the 
mailing  list. 


The  Path  of  Discernment 


The  Discemers  Academy  consists 
of  five  weekend  retreats  over  a  period 
of  two  years.  The  process  is  designed 
to  lead  discemers  in  exploring  their 
call  in  light  of  their  talents,  skills, 
gifts,  and  the  needs  of  the  world  in 
which  they  live. 

Experienced  counselors,  mentors 
and  guides  are  available  at  each 
retreat  to  walk  with  participants  in 
the  journey  to  discover  God’s  call. 
Noted  theologians,  scholars  and  cler¬ 
gy  lead  the  various  retreat  sessions. 

The  Discemers  Academy  is  open 
to  those  persons  who  are  college  age 
or  older  who  are  discerning  God’s  call 
in  their  life.  A  discemer  may  enter 
the  cycle  at  any  point,  and  there  is  no 
minimum  number  of  sessions 


required.  Each  session  costs  only  $25. 

Discemers  Academy  Retreats 
Aug.  6-8,  2004 

Connecting  with  Our  Beliefs 
Dr.  Marjorie  Suchocki 
Claremont  School  of  Theology, 
California 

The  Conference  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

Jan.  7-9,  2005 

Connecting  with  New  Visions 

Rev.  Dr.  Rob  Weber 

Road  Retreat  to  Grace  Community 

UMC 

Shreveport,  La. 


Academy  labyrinth  available  to  churches  and  groups 


The  Academy  owns  a  portable 
labyrinth,  housed  at  the  Conference 
Center,  that  is  available  for  use  in 
churches  or  with  groups  throughout  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  It  is  36  feet  in 
diameter  and  comes  in  three  pieces  that 
are  put  together  with  Velcro. 


If  you  would  like  to  have  a  labyrinth 
prayer  walk  at  your  church,  contact  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton  Winn.  She  will  also  sched¬ 
ule  a  trained  facilitator  who  can  explain 
the  history  of  the  labyrinth  and  offer 
suggestions  to  enhance  the  experience 
of  the  prayer  walk. 


Soul  Journey  II 


SoulJoumeyTwo  is  a  requirement 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  for  all  ministers  following 
the  completion  of  seminary.  It  is  an 
aid  in  the  transition  from  the  aca¬ 
demic  setting  to  the  world  of  the 
local  church  and  includes  deacons 


and  elders. 

The  Board  pays  the  tuition  for 
probationary  members  of  the 
Conference,  and  participants  receive 
eight  continuing  education  units 
upon  completion  of  Souljourney 
Two. 


Monk  finds  helpful  congregational  resources  in  SJ II 


Rev.  Monica 
Monk  values  her 
experiences 
through 

Souljourney  Two. 

“As  a  probation¬ 
ary  elder,  it  was 
required  for  me  to 
attend.  I  didn’t 
know  how  much  I 
would  enjoy  the 
experience,”  said  Monk. 

The  associate  pastor  at  First 
United  Methodist  church  in  Denham 
Springs  liked  the  focus  on  systems 
thinking. 

“The  information  on  family  sys¬ 
tems  and  how  to  apply  those  theo¬ 
ries  to  churches  was  very  practical 
and  helpful.” 


Some  of  the  biggest  helps  were 
resources  that  help  congregations  to 
look  at  issues  differently.  “I’ve  already 
incorporated  the  “PeerSpirit”  circling 
techniques  with  committees  and 
groups.  It  has  helped  us  learn  how  to 
better  listen  to  one  another  as  we 
work  through  issues,”  said  Monk. 

She  also  incorporates  some  of  the 
discernment  models  which  help 
groups  determine  how  to  make  deci¬ 
sions  in  a  different  way. 

“The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
tries  during  the  probationary  process 
to  help  us  move  into  colleagueship 
with  one  another.  SoulJoumeyTwo 
began  to  help  us  do  that,  building  a 
class  of  friends  that  provide  support 
for  one  another.  This  was  a  very  valu¬ 
able  experience  for  me.” 


Center  offers  training  opportunities  for  clergy  and  laity 


The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectivess 
offers  a  number  of  training  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  clergy  and  laity.  These  areas  are 
touched  on  during  Souljourney  One  and 
SoulJoumeyTwo.  Group  trainings  on  the 
following  topics  can  be  arranged  sepa¬ 
rately  through  The  Center. 

Six  Thinking  Hats:  Six  Thinking  Hats 
teaches  your  team  or  committee  to  think 
clearly,  lead  shorter,  more  productive 
meetings,  and  look  at  decisions  and 
problems  systematically  and  systemical- 

ly- 

As  a  result,  participants  will  enhance 
their  communication  skills,  generate 
more  creative  ideas,  reduce  conflict,  and 
improve  their  work  together  as  a  team  or 
committee. 

The  Six  Thinking  Hats  process  has 
many  specific  uses  that  are  helpful  in 
the  local  congregations. 

Lateral  Thinking:  Lateral  thinking 
methods  provide  a  deliberate,  systemat¬ 
ic  process  resulting  in  innovative,  cre¬ 
ative  thinking.  Lateral  thinking  is  a  tool 
that  teaches  how  to  think  creatively,  turn 
problems  into  opportunities,  find  alter¬ 
native  solutions,  and  dramatically 
increase  the  number  of  new  and  practi¬ 


cal  ideas  with  which  to  work  as  a  con¬ 
gregation. 

PeerSpirit  Circle  Process:  The 
PeerSpirit  Circle  provides  a  format  for 
conversation  that  elicits  the  wisdom  in 
the  group  and  fosters  integrated  deci¬ 
sion-making,  action,  and  direction. 

This  circle  process  is  a  powerful  tool 
in  community  and  group  settings 
because  it  helps  merge  different  cultures 
and  bridge  boundaries,  fosters  collabo¬ 
ration  and  understanding,  connects 
decision-making  with  mission,  vision 
and  values. 

Dealing  with  Conflict  in 
Congregations:  How  do  we  understand 
conflict  and  how  should  we  respond  so 
that  we  and  our  congregations  can  grow 
and  mature  from  it?  This  training  will 
help  participants  learn  to  transform 
conflict. 

Healthy  Congregational 
Communities:  What  does  a  healthy, 
mature  congregational  community  look 
like?  How  do  we  foster  health  and  matu¬ 
rity  in  our  congregations?  This  training 
will  explore  marks  of  a  healthy  congre¬ 
gation. 
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in  the  Kansas  Area  (Kansas  East  and 
Kansas  West  conferences).  Jones  will 
move  to  Kansas  from  Dallas,  where  he 
was  McCreless  associate  professor  of 
evangelism  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University.  Mutti  had  served  the  area 
since  1992. 

Bishop  Robert  C.  Schnase,  46,  suc¬ 
ceeds  Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer  in  the 
Missouri  Area  (Missouri  Conference). 
Schnase  moves  to  the  episcopacy  after 
being  senior  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  McAllen,  Texas. 

Bishop  Ann  B.  Sherer,  61,  who  has 
served  the  Missouri  Area  since  1992, 
succeeds  Bishop  Rhymes  H.  Moncure  Jr. 
in  the  Nebraska  Area  (Nebraska 
Conference). 

Bishop  Rhymes  H.  Moncure,  Jr.,  59, 
who  has  served  the  Nebraska  Area  since 
2000,  succeeds  retiring  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  in  the  Dallas  Area  (North  Texas). 
Oden  had  served  the  area  since  1996. 

Bishop  D.  Max  Whitfield,  59,  contin¬ 
ues  in  the  Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico 
Area  (Northwest  Texas  and  New  Mexico 


conferences),  where  he  has  served  since 
2000. 

Bishop  Robert  E.  Hayes  Jr.,  56,  suc¬ 
ceeds  retiring  Bishop  Bruce  R  Blake  in 
the  Oklahoma  Area  (Oklahoma  and 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  confer¬ 
ences).  Hayes  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
Texas  Conference.  Blake  has  served  the 
area  since  1996. 

Bishop  Joel  N.  Martinez,  64,  contin¬ 
ues  in  the  San  Antonio  Area  (Rio  Grande 
and  Southwest  Texas  conferences), 
where  he  has  served  since  2000. 

Bishops  may  serve  one  episcopal  area 
for  up  to  12  years.  The  traditional  tenure 
is  two  four-year  terms. 

Bishops  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  are  elected  for  life  but  must 
retire  from  active  administration  at  the 
jurisdictional  conference  following  their 
66th  birthdays. 

The  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline  charges  bishops  “to  lead  and 
oversee  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
affairs”  of  the  denomination  and  to 
“lead  the  church  in  its  mission  of  wit¬ 
ness  and  service  in  the  world.” 


Kay  Hutchinson  and  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  greet  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's 
Home  CEO  Terrel  DeVille  and  others  at  the  2004  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 
in  Corpus  Christi,Tex.,  above.  Another  day.  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  below  right,  asked  to  have  her 
picture  made  with  Hutchinson-perhaps  as  evidence  that  her  hat-wearing  is  catching  on, 
says  fellow  delegate  and  photographer  Tim  Hebert.  Photos  by  Tim  Hebert. 


Colleagues,  friends  and  family  from  around  Louisiana  turned  out  wish  Liz  Lucas 
well  at  her  recent  retirement  party  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge,  above. The  party  successfully  surprised  Lucas,  whose  daughters  Meg 
Ayres  and  Laurie  Ardoin  greeted  her  at  the  door,  top.  Lucas  concluded  her  21 
years  of  service  to  the  conference  as  administrative  assistant  to  Provost  Don 
Cotrill,  above  at  right.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


The  youth  of  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  began  their  summer 
vacation  with  a  Pride  Project  to  beautify  the  grounds  of  their  church.  They  planted 
flowers  in  small  beds  around  the  front  of  their  church  with  the  resources  donated 
by  several  members  of  the  small  congregation. The  youth  and  children  ended 
their  project  with  prayer. 
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Members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  recently  attended  the  La.  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  at  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 


La.  Christian  educators  meet  in  New  Orleans 


Preaching  and  Worship  that  Engages 
the  Visually  Driven  Culture 

Building  Vital  and  Faithful  Worship 
in  the  Traditional  Oriented  Service 

Led  by  Thomas  G.  Long 

Bandy  Professor  of  Preaching  at  Candler  School  of  Theology 

Saturday,  Aug.  28, 10  a. m.-J  p.m. 

Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  La. 

(take  the  La. Tech  exit) 

Cost:  $25 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  a.m. 

For  more  information,  or  to  register,  contact  Rev.  Micky  Cloud 
at  (318)  251-0750. 


Louisiana  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  met  for  an  overnight  retreat 
at  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  on  June  28-29. 
The  retreat  was  facilitated  by  Rev.  John 
Edd  Harper,  our  new  Conference 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Part  of 
this  retreat  was  dedicated  to  the  prepa¬ 
ration  of  800  hospitality  gifts  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans 
culture  for  the  upcoming  National 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
Conference  to  be  held  in  New  Orleans 
on  October  14-18,  2004. 

Each  participant  shared  the  most 
exciting  ministries  going  on  in  their  local 
congregation  which  included:  church 
daycare,  Vacation  Bible  School,  Disciple 
Bible  Study,  Perceptions  radio  ministry, 
ministries  within  the  community,  a 
parish  nursing  program,  youth  mission 
trips,  various  adult  ministries  and  rais¬ 


ing  mission  funds  through  the  “pumpkin 
patch.”  The  group  spent  time  brain¬ 
storming  how  John  Edd  can  serve  the 
Christian  education  needs  within  our 
state  by  sharing  information  with 
Christian  educators,  providing  training 
events  throughout  the  conference,  and 
informing  pastors  and  laity  of  the  train¬ 
ing  available  for  the  certification  of  lay 
professionals  in  seven  areas  of  ministry 
within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Three  hours  were  spent  sharing  ideas 
and  learning  of  ways  to  build  a  stronger, 
healthier  and  more  vibrant  Sunday 
school  experience  for  children,  youth, 
and  adults.  Various  Sunday  school  cur¬ 
riculum  options  from  Cokesbury  were 
looked  at  as  well  as  weekly  small  group 
study  materials.  All  participants  left  the 
retreat  feeling  renewed  and  refreshed 
and  looking  forward  to  the  next  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  spending  time  together. 


Church  Leaders  Summit  For  Pastors 
and  Laity  of  African  American  Churches 

August  26-28, 2004 

Louisiana  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 

Keynote  Speakers  are: 

Dr.  Vance  Ross 

Dr.  Sherry  Townsend  Daniels 
Dr.  Rodney  Smothers 


Registration 

For  Hotel  and  Meal  Accommodations, 
please  call  Cathy  Wimberly  at  La.  Conference  Center:  (318)  449-4500. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  La.  Conference. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  August  1 2, 2004. 

Mailing  Address: 

Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
P.O.  Box  193,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 
(225)  664-7979  office  (225)  664-7955  fax 

Registration  for  Church  Teams  of  the  Pastor  and  up  to  eight  laity  -  Registration 
fee  scale  based  upon  your  church  membership  according  to  the  2004  La. 
Conference  Journal: 

0-149  Persons  $50.00  per  church 

1 50-299  Persons  $  1 00.00  per  church 

300  &  Up  $150.00  per  church 


Activities  and  Program  Director 

Rayville  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  an  Activities  and  Program 
Director. The  individual  selected  for  this  position  will  be  expected  to  assist  the 
congregation  in  making  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ.  Job  expectations  include  the 
planning  and  oversight  of  a  variety  of  ministries  with  the  congregation,  includ¬ 
ing  education,  celebration,  fellowship,  service  and  worship. 

Applicant  must  be  at  least  21  years  of  age  and  have  (or  expect  to  receive  short¬ 
ly)  a  college  degree.The  position  could  be  part  time  or  full  time. 

Interested  persons  should  contact  Rev.  Bob  Townsend,  905  Louisa  St.,  Rayville, 
La.  71 269,  or  call  (318)  728-4853,  or  email  rayvilleumc@yahoo.com. 


Register 


Now! 


Seating  i 
Limited 


Featuring  Herb  Miller 

Recognized  authority  in  congregational 


health  and  eff  ectiveness 

Wtn rat  i  J  -IT rjyf'Ja 


- 


2  workshops  for  pastors  and  church  leaders: 

August  21,  2004 
University  UMC 
Baton  Rouge 


August  14,  2004 
First  Bossier  UMC 
Bossier  City 


Sponsored  by 

[united  METHODIST 

J  FOUNDATION 

of  Louisiana - 


For  more  information 
or  to  register: 
(225)  346-1535  or 


Church  responding 
to  Charley  relief  needs 

(UMNS)  -As  Floridians  begin  to 
recover  from  the  effects  of  Hurricane 
Charley,  United  Methodists  are 
responding  to  relief  needs. 

The  hurricane,  described  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  as  the  worst  storm  to  hit  west¬ 
ern  Florida  in  100  years,  struck  Aug. 

13  before  surging  up  the  East  Coast  to 
the  Carolinas  and  Virginia.  The  hurri¬ 
cane,  with  its  sustained  winds  of  131 
mph  to  155  mph,  was  responsible  for 
at  least  16  deaths  and  billions  of  dol¬ 
lars  in  damage  to  Florida  alone. 

Anticipating  Hurricane  Charley’s 
arrival,  UMCOR  had  shipped  all  avail¬ 
able  flood  buckets  to  Florida  from  its 
Sager  Brown  Depot  in  Louisiana. 
Partnering  with  the  agency  on  provid¬ 
ing  flood  cleanup  supplies  were 
Mercy  Center  in  North  Carolina; 
Midwest  Distribution  Center,  Illinois, 
and  Mission  Central,  Pennsylvania. 

F.  Thomas  Hazelwood,  UMCOR’s 
director  of  emergency  services,  was 
scheduled  to  arrive  Aug.  16  in  Florida 
to  meet  with  church-related  disaster 
coordinators  and  assist  with  assess¬ 
ment  of  relief  needs.  Members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Florida  Annual 
(regional)  Conference  also  met  Aug. 

15  in  Orlando  to  begin  formulating  a 

See  Relief,  page  3 

9/1 1  resources  available 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
worship-preaching-music  website 
(http://www.umcworship.org)  has  a 
large  number  of  resources  for 
remembering,  marking,  or  commem¬ 
orating  the  September  1 1  terrorist 
attacks  in  New  York  City, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Washington,  DC. 
There  are  liturgies,  prayers,  services, 
hymns,  Great  Thanksgiving,  and 
other  preaching  and  worship 
resources  available  at 
www.gbod.org/worship. 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Called  session  to  address  question  of  health  insurance  coverage 

...  .  ,  -  t  _  » _ i /- _ e - mation  on  exact  locations  will  be  avail- 


On  Oct.  16,  a  called  session  of  the  La 
Annual  Conference  will  address  the 
question  of  health  insurance  coverage 
for  members  of  the  Conference.  The 
event  will  be  held  at  the  Hampton  Inn 
and  Louisiana  Convention  Center  in 
Alexandria. 

Those  clergy  and  lay  delegates  who 
wpfp  in  attendance  at  this  summer’s 


Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette  are 
required  to  attend.  The  session  will 
begin  at  10  a.m.  and  end  at  1  p.m.  Box 
lunches  will  be  provided  for  participants. 

Listening  Posts  have  been  set  up  to 
address  questions  on  the  insurance 
issue  in  advance  of  the  called  session. 
Please  mark  your  calendars  with  these 
dates  for  the  Listening  Posts.  More  infor¬ 


mation  on  exact  locations  will  be  avail¬ 
able  as  the  dates  draw  closer. 
September  18: 

10  a.m.  -  Hammond 
3  p.m.  -  LaPlace 
September  19: 

3  p.m.  -  Lafayette 
September  20: 

7  D.m.  -  Ruston 


Extensive  advertising 

The  United  Methodist  Church  will 
once  again  run  an  extensive  television 
advertising  schedule,  tying  in  with  “Back 
to  School”  and  "Open  House  Month.” 

Nearly  429  commercial  spots  on  15 
cable  networks  will  run  for  two  weeks 
beginning  Sept.  6.  The  spots  featured 
will  include  “Love  Letter,"  “Advice,”  “A 
Thousand  Hands"  and  a  new  Hispanic 
spot. 

Open  House  Month  is  an  opportunity 
for  United  Methodist  congregations  to 
welcome  their  neighbors  into  Christian 
community. 

It  provides  our  people  an  avenue  to 
share  the  faith  by  living  the  promise  of 
“Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open 
Doors.” 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
joining  other  United  Methodists  across 


schedule  planned  for  Open  House  Month 

of  welcoming  to  the  community  around 


the  United  States  in  recognizing 
September  as  Open  House  Month. 

Every  congregation  is  urged  to: 

Alert  each  member  about  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  inviting  others  to  church,  wel¬ 
coming  guests,  and  helping  everyone 
feel  at  home; 

Prepare  the  congregation  for  “Open 
House  Month”  by  providing  or  partici¬ 
pating  in  welcoming  training,  using 
“Igniting  Ministry”  materials  available 
from  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  Cokesbury; 

Pray  for  our  church,  that  through  the 
messages  broadcast  and  the  welcoming 
demonstrated,  people  without  a  spiritu¬ 
al  home  will  become  Christian  disciples; 
and 

Participate  in  National  Neighborhood 
Day,  Sunday,  Sept.  12,  2004  as  a  gesture 


each  congregation. 

National  Neighborhood  Day  is  a  non¬ 
profit  initiative  established  to  recognize 
and  reinforce  the  relationships  that  are 
the  fabric  of  our  communities.  The  ties 
that  unite  a  neighborhood  help  us  better 
tack  and  enjoy  the  myriad  of  challenges 
and  opportunities  we  face. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  ask¬ 
ing  churches  to  encourage  members  to 
host  gatherings  in  their  own  neighbor¬ 
hoods  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
September.  It  can  be  as  simple  as  a  pic¬ 
nic  or  an  open  house. 

Successful  neighborhood  gatherings 
can  be  hosted  with  very  little  cost.  All  the 
information  and  organizing  materials 
needed  to  participate  are  available  at 
www.neighborhoodday.org. 


Phone  a  Friend 


Troops  in  Baghdad  show  their  appreciation  for  phone  cards  sent  to  them  from  the  United  Methodist  Church.  See  story  page  5. 

A  UMNS  photo  courtesy  of  Chaplain  Frank  A.  Yerkes 
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Campers  share  a  laugh  learning  to  do  stand-up  and  sketches  at  the  Kid  Komedy 
camp  in  Atlanta. 


Summer  camp  uses  comedy  to  teach  about  life 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  Summer  determination  and  hard  work  he  has 


camp  is  a  joke  for  some  young  people 
at  Sandy  Springs  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  12  to  16-year-olds  attending 
the  Teen  Komedy  camp  there  are 
learning  the  fine  art  of  improvisation. 

8  to  12-year-olds  learn  to  do  stand-up 
and  skits  at  Kid  Komedy  camp. 

Kid  Komedy  teaches  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  humor  and  how  to  have 
the  last  laugh,  even  when  things  get 
tough.  That’s  an  important  tool, 
according  to  Teresa  Angle-Young,  the 
church’s  youth  director.  “The  world  is 
a  difficult  place,”  she  said.  “Anytime 
you  can  integrate  humor  in  your  life 
...  it’s  a  positive  thing.” 

The  church  hosts  some  of  the 
weeklong  camps,  as  do  other  church¬ 
es  and  synagogues  in  the  Atlanta 
area.  Kid  Komedy  is  the  brainchild  of 
Janet  Schultz,  a  former  psychiatric 
social  worker  who  left  the  field  for  a 
short  stint  as  a  stand-up  comedian. 

In  1998,  she  traveled  to  New  York 
to  perform  at  a  comedy  club  and  visit 
family.  Her  young  niece  was  so  inter¬ 
ested  in  her  routine  that  Schultz 
decided  to  offer  comedy  classes  for 
children.  The  Kid  Komedy 
Foundation,  an  Atlanta-based  non¬ 
profit  organization,  sponsors  summer 
camps,  after-school  programs  and 
six-week  classes. 

Her  main  purpose  was  to  help  kids 
build  confidence,  gain  experience  in 
public  speaking,  and  learn  to  cope 
with  stress.  Elementary  schools  rarely 
train  students  in  public  speaking,  yet 
they  are  expected  to  deliver  oral  book 
reports  and  make  other  appearances 
in  front  of  crowds,  she  pointed  out. 

A  shy  child  herself,  Schultz 
remembered  trembling  and  crying 
when  asked  to  do  oral  reports.  "Kids 
need  coaching.  They  need  to  be 
encouraged,”  she  explained.  “They 
need  to  be  told  how  to  get  up  and 
speak  in  front  of  people.  It’s  not  intu¬ 
itive  at  all.” 

The  program  seems  to  be  effective. 
One  mother  wrote  Schultz  and  said 
that  for  years  her  son  had  struggled 
with  declining  grades,  bullying  and  a 
learning  disability,  yet  “through  sheer 


turned  this  all  around.  Your  class  was 
the  proof  he  needed  that  he  could 
succeed.” 

The  young  comedians  have  praise 
for  the  program,  too.  “You  learn  how 
to  respond  to  situations  and  totally 
reverse  the  situation  on  someone 
else,”  said  14-year-old  Geoffrey 
Stucki. 

Marissa  Fine,  12,  added,  “These 
comedy  camps  actually  helps  kids 
break  out  of  their  shell  of  being  shy.” 

Schultz  believes  that  low  self¬ 
esteem  is  the  root  of  every  issue 
adults  face,  from  depression  to  addic¬ 
tions.  “We  have  a  chronic  low  self¬ 
esteem  problem  in  our  world,”  she 
said.  “If  you  can  address  self-esteem 
in  an  effective  way  in  kids  and  make  a 
difference  in  their  lives  between  say,  8 
and  16,  the  course  of  their  life  is  going 
to  be  better.  It’s  going  to  be  different.” 

She  hopes  they  will  start  to  ease 
tension  with  humor.  “Kids  are  learn¬ 
ing  to  laugh  at  themselves,  to  laugh  at 
situations  that  don’t  go  their  way. 
Instead  of  getting  humiliated,  to  see 
humor  in  any  situation  that  might 
happen.” 

Schultz  helps  young  people  write 
routines  about  issues  close  to  their 
hearts.  She  has  strict  rules  about  no 
racial  or  ethnic  jokes,  and  no  slap¬ 
stick.  She  also  frowns  on  "potty 
humor”  and  “the  trend  that  dirtier  is 
funny.” 

She  considers  laughter  to  be  a  gift 
every  soul  can  use.  “We  live  in  a  scary 
world  now,”  she  pointed  out. 
“Horrible  things  are  happening  every 
day.  We  all  need  to  be  able  to  keep 
that  light,  keep  that  humor,  realize 
that  there’s  always  something  to  be 
hopeful  about  and  to  laugh  at  in  any 
situation  you’re  in  . ..  that’s  the  won¬ 
derful  gift  to  give  these  kids.” 

At  Sandy  Springs  United 
Methodist  Church,  Angle-Young 
thinks  it  can’t  hurt  to  develop  a  new 
crop  of  polished  speakers.  "Maybe 
there’s  a  budding  minister  in  that 
bunch,”  she  said. 

More  information  on  the  Kid 
Komedy  Foundation  is  on  the  Web  at 
www.kidkomedy.org 


Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  set  to  meet 


“Refocus,  Rediscover  and  Re-ener- 
gize”  was  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Chapter  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  at  a 
recent  task  force  meeting  held  at  the 
Area  Conference  Offices  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Annual  BMCR  Meeting  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  will  convene 
Sept.  30-Oct.  2  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  will 
serve  as  host.  Hotel  reservations  will  be 
made  at  Embassy  Suites.  Rev.  Marva  L. 
Mitchell  will  represent  the  Louisiana 
BMCR  chapter.  For  more  information  on 
the  meeting,  please  email  Marva  at 

Volunteers  needed  for 

United  Methodist  congregations  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  area  are  encouraged  to 
assist  in  the  building  of  two  homes  in 
Cross  Creek  Subdivision  as  part  of  this 
year’s  Habitat  for  Humanity  initiative. 

This  year’s  project  starts  Sept.  11. 

For  the  past  16  years,  Baton  Rouge 
churches  have  been  a  vital  part  of  the 
Habitat  for  Humanity  volunteer  crew, 
individually  and  collectively  sponsoring 
and  building  a  total  of  17  homes. 

Volunteers  are  needed  for  family 
advocates  to  work  with  recipients,  regis¬ 
trars  at  each  work  day,  providers  of 
meals  and  brief  devotionals  for  the  con¬ 
struction  crews,  as  well  as  volunteers  for 
the  construction.  United  Methodists 
who  have  a  carpentry,  electrical  or 
plumbing  skill  are  needed  as  crew  lead¬ 
ers. 


mitchellml29@aol.com.To  learn  more 
about  La.  BMCR  (a  Caucas  Group)  go  to 
their  website  address  (which  is  under 
development)  at  http://www.gbgm- 
umc.org/laconfbmcr ,  or  write  to  the 
e-mail  address,  laconfbmcr@yahoo.com. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  BMCR  Task 
Force  of  elected  clergy  and  lay  represen¬ 
tatives  for  the  seven  La.  Districts/Cluster 
Leaders  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  7  at  10  a.m. 
at  the  Louisiana  Area  Conference 
Offices.  The  purpose  of  this  time  togeth¬ 
er  is  to  finalize  details  to  be  presented  at 
the  BMCR  Annual  Luncheon  Meeting 
during  Annual  Conference  2005. 

new  Habitat  projects 

The  Habitat  for  Humanity  ministry 
provides  homes  to  families  who  are  will¬ 
ing  to  work  with  us  on  their  construction 
and  pay  back  the  cost  of  the  home  with 
a  no  interest  loan ,  a  loan  that  would  not 
be  available  through  conventional 
means  because  these  families  have  lim¬ 
ited  income. 

Funding  and  material  donations  to 
complete  the  homes  are  still  needed. 
Each  Habitat  home  costs  $53,000  to  con¬ 
struct.  The  property  and  funding  for  one 
home  has  already  been  collected  and 
pledged.  Funding  for  the  second  home 
is  still  needed. 

For  more  information,  contact  Lynn 
Bradley  at  lbradley@bradley- 
blewster.com  or  phone  769-7040;  or 
Freda  Montgomery  at  fnmbtr@aol.com 
or  phone  928- 1 163. 


Church  Extension  to  facilitate 'transformation' 


In  conjunction  with  the  Center  for 
Parish  Development  in  Chicago,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
embarking  on  an  exciting  journey  of 
congregational  transformation  called 
“churchanew.now.”  If  you  sense  God 
is  calling  your  church  to  greater 
faithfulness  and  more  effective  min¬ 
istry  in  a  rapidly  changing  world, 
please  come  and  see  if  this  dynamic 
process  of  transformation  is  for  you. 

Each  interested  congregation  is 


encouraged  to  bring  a  team  of  clergy 
and  laity  (three  to  10)  to  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  on 
Sept.  11, 10  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m.  Register 
online  at  the  www.la-umc.org/ chur¬ 
chanew.now  or  call  the  Office  of 
Church  Extension  and 
Transformation  at  (225)  346-1646. 
Cost  is  $12  per  person,  which 
includes  lunch.  Registration  deadline 
is  September  2.  God’s  mission  needs 
a  church.  Are  you  that  church? 
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Relief, 


from  page 1 


response. 

“We’re  in  the  phase  of  trying  to  assess 
communities,”  said  the  Rev.  David 
Harris,  the  Florida  Conference's  disaster 
response  coordinator  and  pastor  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Arcadia,  Fla.  Harris  told  e-Review,  the 
conference’s  online  news  service,  that 
several  districts  contacted  him  to  find 
out  what  can  be  done,  but  it’s  not  clear 
at  this  point  which  areas  will  be  the 
focus  of  relief  efforts. 

The  members  of  the  conference  dis¬ 
aster  response  team  will  be  meeting 
people’s  needs  from  Fort  Myers  to 
Daytona  Beach  and  along  the  state’s  1-4 
corridor,  according  to  the  e-Review. 

The  goal  for  the  Aug.  16  meeting 
would  be  to  decide  a  strategy  for  the 
response,  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Rankin, 
director  of  the  conference’s  Equipping 
Network’s  Missions  ministry  and  disas¬ 
ter  response  efforts.  “Some  areas  ...  we 
just  don’t  know  yet  (the  extent  of  dam¬ 
age)  because  of  the  communications. 
Many  communities  still  do  not  have 
electricity  or  ways  to  communicate  their 
needs,”  he  said.  Churches  along  the 
storm’s  path  would  become  centers  of 
relief  coordination,  according  to  the 
Florida  conference’s  website. 

The  disaster  response  team  expected 
to  receive  damage  reports  from  district 
offices  and  disaster  response  coordina¬ 
tors  at  the  Aug.  16  meeting. 

The  Arcadia  area  received  significant 
damage  from  the  hurricane,  Harris  said. 
“Most  of  the  homes  here  are  sticks  and 
lots  of  trailer  parks  look  like  war  zones. 
The  devastation  is  horrible.  There  is 
tremendous  damage  to  downtown  and 
buildings  have  been  cordoned  off.”  The 
extent  of  the  damage  in  Arcadia  is  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  devastation  in  the  retirement 
communities  of  Port  Charlotte  and 
Punta  Gorda. 

President  George  Bush,  a  United 
Methodist,  toured  devastated  areas  by 
helicopter  on  Aug.  15  and  provided 
comfort  to  Punta  Gorda  residents. 

Harris  said  that  churches  have  been 
assisting  in  relief  efforts  by  delivering 
food  house-to-house  and  by  arranging 
crews  to  help  tarp  roofs  so  that  people 
will  be  dry.  "At  Trinity,  we  opened  our 
church  up  and  delivered  more  than 
1,000  meals  to  people  on  Aug.  15,”  he 


Marva  Dawn  workshop  set  for  October  9 


“A  Workshop  with  Marva  Dawn 
and  Company”  will  be  held  Oct.  9  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles.  Sponsored  by  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  the  event  is  open  to 
all  lay  and  clergy  engaged  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  presenting  worship. 

Dr.  Marva  Dawn,  an  internation¬ 
ally  known  theologian,  will  serve  as 
keynote  speaker.  Breakout  sessions 
include:  instruments  in  worship: 
visuals  in  worship;  contemporary 


music  in  worship;  traditional  music 
in  worship;  developing  a  creative 
worship  committee;  and  the  role  of 
the  worship  leader. 

Registrations  received  by  Oct.  1 
are  $15  per  person,  $20  at  the  door. 
The  fee  includes  all  activities  and 
lunch. 

For  additional  information,  con¬ 
tact  Dr.  Douglas  Ezell  at  (337)  439- 
2982  or  e-mail 
lcdistrict@lcdumc.com. 


New  Orleans  to  host  Sunday  School  workshops 


said. 

The  damage  to  the  Arcadia  area  com¬ 
pelled  Harris  to  relinquish  his  disaster 
response  coordinator  position  to 
Rankin.  "My  area  was  hit  so  hard  that  I 
had  to  step  out  of  the  role.  There  are 
make-shift  strategies  going  on  all  over,” 
he  said. 

Knowing  that  the  Hurricane  Charley 
would  leave  significant  damage  behind, 
the  conference’s  claims  adjustment 
company  was  open  over  the  Aug.  13-15 
weekend  to  receive  property  claims  from 
United  Methodist  churches. 

Prior  to  giving  up  the  reins,  Harris 
told  e-Review  that  there  is  one  certain 
thing  about  relief  efforts.  “This  may  take 
quite  some  time  to  finish  working  with 
those  who  are  affected  by  this  disaster. 
We  [the  United  Methodist  Church]  are 
here  for  the  long  haul,”  he  said.  “When 
the  news  has  stopped  reporting  the 
impact  of  Charley,  when  the  agencies 
have  all  left  Florida,  we  will  still  be  here, 
and  we  will  need  to  continue  our  focus 
on  helping  people.” 

Volunteers  wanting  to  assist  in  recov¬ 
ery  efforts  may  call  UMCOR’s  toll-free 
volunteer  hotline  at  (800)  918-3100. 

UMCOR  is  asking  United  Methodists 
to  help  replenish  its  supply  of  flood 
buckets  in  what  is  now  the  beginning  of 
hurricane  season.  The  buckets  include 
such  items  as  sponges,  brushes,  trash 
bags  and  various  types  of  cleaning  mate¬ 
rials.  Specifications  can  be  found  at 
http:  /  /  gbgm-umc.org/umcor/print/kits 
online.  Completed  flood  buckets  should 
be  sent  to  UMCOR  Sager  Brown,  101 
Sager  Brown  Rd„  Baldwin,  LA  70514. 

UMCOR  is  also  requesting  donations 
for  its  Material  Resource  Ministry, 
Advance  #901440  for  cleaning  supplies 
that  the  staff  and  volunteers  at  the  Sager 
Brown  Depot  will  use  to  assemble  flood 
buckets. 

Donations  for  the  denomination’s 
response  to  Charley  and  other  hurri¬ 
canes  should  be  earmarked  for 
Hurricanes  20004,  UMCOR  Advance  No. 
982410.  Checks  written  to  UMCOR  can 
be  placed  in  church  offering  plates  or 
mailed  directly  to  UMCOR,  475 
Riverside  Dr.,  Room  330,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115.  Credit  card  donations  can  be 
made  by  calling,  toll-free,  (800)  554- 
8583. 


The  New  Orleans  District  of  the 
La.  Annual  Conference ,  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship,  and 
Cokesbury  bring  “Sunday  School  - 
It’s  for  Life!”  training  and  workshops 
to  New  Orleans  on  Sunday,  Oct.  17. 
Pastors,  teachers  and  parents  can 
learn  ways  they  can  help  persons 
develop  their  faith  through  Sunday 
school. 

Sunday  School  -  It’s  for  Life!  is  a 
special  emphasis  that  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
are  giving  to  Sunday  school. 

Every  week,  1.6  million  United 
Methodist  attend  Sunday  school. 
Despite  small  declines  in  worship 
attendance  and  falling  Sunday 
school  attendance  for  the  last  two 
decades,  Sunday  school  is  still  our 
second  most  highly  attended  setting. 


Worship  Connection 

Cokesbury’s  Worship  Connection 
Teaching  Conference  will  be  offered 
from  Nov.  4-6  at  Grace  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport. 

The  conference  is  designed  to 
inspire  pastors  and  worship  leaders 
to  achieve  more  vibrant  worship. 

Featured  speakers  include 
Thomas  Bandy,  Kirbyjon  Caldwell, 


And  in  some  places,  marvelous 
things  are  happening.  There  are  sto¬ 
ries  of  classes  supporting  members, 
there  are  stories  of  classes  grasping 
new  understanding,  there  are  stories 
of  individuals  moving  into  new  posi¬ 
tion  of  service  in  the  world  or  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  congregations — all  of 
these  are  stories  of  vitality.  Would  we 
want  to  see  whether,  in  more  and 
more  places,  Sunday  school  could  be 
a  vital  part  of  the  congregation’s  min¬ 
istry,  calling  children,  youth,  and 
adults  into  deeper  and  more  trans¬ 
forming  relationships  with  God 
through  Jesus  Christ? 

Plan  to  attend  Sunday  School-It’s 
for  Life!  at  the  Raddisson  Hotel  on 
Oct.  17  at  2  p.m.  to  find  out  more.  To 
register,  contact  John  Edd  Harper  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  e-mail 
johnedd@bellsouth.net. 


headed  to  Shreveport 

Dottie  Escobedo-Frank,  Stacy  Hood, 
Leonard  Sweet  and  Rob  Weber. 

The  individual  rate  for  the  work¬ 
shop  is  $175  by  Sept.  4,  $185  by  Oct. 
4,  and  $195  after  Oct.  4.  The  fee  does 
not  include  meals  or  housing. 

To  find  out  more  about  this  new 
education  conference,  click  on 
WorshipConnection.com  or  call  1- 
800-672-1789. 


Florida  Conference  establishes  special  fund  and  operations 


ORLANDO  —  Days  after  Hurricane 
Charley  made  landfall  in  Florida,  killing 
16  people  and  causing  billions  of  dollars 
in  damage  from  Ft.  Myers  to  Daytona 
Beach,  the  Florida  Conference  estab¬ 
lished  a  special  fund  and  operations 
center  to  help  affected  communities. 

Meeting  with  representatives  from 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR)  Aug.  16,  Florida  Bishop 
Timothy  W.  Whitaker  and  the  conference 
disaster  response  team  leaders  decided 
to  set  up  a  special  fund  to  assist  victims 
called  the  “Florida  Storm  Recovery 
Fund”  Conference  Special  #605. 

The  money  generated  from  the  fund 
will  be  used  to  provide  grants  directly  to 
families  and  individuals,  pay  for  supplies 
and  equipment,  and  pay  a  staff  to  over¬ 
see  recovery  efforts,  according  to  a  letter 


sent  by  Whitaker  to  conference  clergy 
and  laity  Aug.  17. 

"It  is  our  hope  that  the  ‘Florida  Storm 
Recovery  Fund’  will  provide  much  of  the 
money  that  will  be  needed  to  assist  peo¬ 
ple  in  our  communities,”  Whitaker 
wrote.  “UMCOR  will  assist  this  effort  by 
making  additional  funds  available  from 
its  general  appeal  known  as  ‘Hurricanes 
2004,’  Advance  #982410.” 

UMCOR  had  already  arranged  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  conference  with  a  $10,000 
emergency  grant  as  of  the  meeting  date, 
said  Tom  Hazelwood,  UMCOR’s  director 
of  emergency  services,  following  the 
meeting  with  conference  disaster 
response  leaders. 

Conference  leaders  also  created  the 
Florida  Storm  Recovery  Center  at  the 
Florida  Conference  Center  in  Lakeland 


as  the  operations  center  for  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  response.  Hazelwood  and  other 
UMCOR  staff  have  already  begun  work¬ 
ing  there  to  help  disaster  response  team 
members  direct  the  conference’s  efforts. 
One  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  center’s 
workers  will  be  to  match  volunteers  with 
community  needs. 

A  concern  expressed  at  the  Aug.  16 
meeting  was  the  ability  to  put  volunteers 
eager  to  begin  work  into  areas  where 
they  can  be  most  effective. 

"They’re  eager  to  get  started  ...  but 
we  have  to  have  a  target  place  for  them 
to  go,”  said  the  Rev.  Tom  Norton,  pastor 
of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  St. 
Petersburg  and  the  St.  Petersburg 
District’s  disaster  response  coordinator. 

Norton  said  that  district  coordina¬ 
tors  and  superintendents  were  still  in  the 


center  for  recovery 

process  of  assessing  the  extent  of  dam¬ 
age  in  their  communities  on  Aug.  18 
because  a  number  of  areas,  particularly 
rural  neighborhoods,  are  still  without 
electricity  and  do  not  have  a  way  to 
communicate  with  district  offices. 

"We  have  5,700  square  miles  of  dis¬ 
aster.  Trying  to  get  reports  out  of  that  has 
been  incredible,”  he  said.  “It’s  going  to 
take  another  five  to  10  days  of  people 
assessing  and  reporting.” 

Norton  is  assisting  with  confer¬ 
encewide  efforts  so  the  Rev.  David 
Harris,  the  Florida  Conference’s  disaster 
response  coordinator,  can  focus  his 
efforts  on  the  Arcadia  community,  one  of 
the  hardest  hit  because  of  its  close  prox¬ 
imity  to  the  hurricane’s  landfall  in  the 
Port  Charlotte  and  Punta  Gorda  areas  of 
Florida’s  southwest  coast. 
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Mowing  ministry  helps  elderly  and  infirm  stay  on  top  of  their  lawns 


With  a  mother  sick  with  cancer,  life 
for  Jan  Porter,  a  member  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.,  was  always  hectic.  She  was  con¬ 
stantly  schlepping  back  and  forth  from 
the  doctor’s  office  and  hospital  for  treat¬ 
ments,  which  was  two  hours  away,  to 
her  mother’s  home. 

And  once  at  her  mother’s  house, 
Porter  still  had  to  cook,  clean  and  care 
for  her  mother.  The  last  thing  on  her 
mind  was  mowing  her  mother’s  lawn  in 
the  hot  Alabama  sun. 


But  in  south  Alabama,  where  the 
grass  grows  more  than  half  the  year, 
lawns  must  be  tended  and  mowed  fre¬ 
quently.  After  seeing  the  grass  grow 
higher  and  higher  by  the  day,  reality 
soon  set  in  that  she  would  have  to  take 
hours  out  of  her  already  busy  schedule 
to  mow  the  lawn.  The  choices  boiled 
down  to  either  mowing  it  herself  or  pay¬ 
ing  money  that  she  couldn’t  necessarily 
spare.  At  that  time,  she  wished  someone 
would  offer  to  mow,  rake  and  weed  the 
lawn. 


“Some  days  I  would  see  a  neighbor 
riding  his  lawn  mover  and  wished  he 
would  whip  over  and  do  my  mother’s 
lawn,”  recalled  Porter. 

Nearly  10  years  later,  Porter,  a  former 
missionary,  remembers  those  days  vivid¬ 
ly  and  decided  that  she  wanted  to  help 
others  who  are  sick,  elderly  and  on  a 
limited  income  to  worry  about  one  less 
thing:  the  lawn. 

The  vast  majority  of  older  Americans 
want  to  live  independently  and  do  for 
themselves. 


Housework  they  can  handle,  but  yard 
work  is  another  story. 

So  the  “Mowing  Ministry”  at  Trinity 
Church  began  this  summer  where  the 
church’s  youth  group  pitched  in  to 
help — free  of  charge.  “This  was  the  year 
we’ve  been  able  to  do  it,”  said  Porter. 

While  Porter  had  the  idea,  she  did  not 
have  any  lawn  mowers  or  tools  to  get 
started  -  or  even  people  to  help.  She 
prayed  and  prayed  about  it.  Then, 
friends  donated  lawn  mowers,  she  pur¬ 
chased  a  pick-up  truck  for  $1,200  and 
Lowe’s  Hardware  store  gave  her  a  dis¬ 
count  to  buy  a  truck-trailer. 

The  people  in  need  of  mowing  assis¬ 
tance  she  discovered  randomly  through 
her  daily  activities. 

Porter  found  one  person  while  talk¬ 
ing  with  her  hairdresser,  who  immedi¬ 
ately  suggested  a  woman  who  was  also 
getting  her  hair  done  in  the  salon. 

Another  time,  Porter  was  stuck  in 
traffic  and  said  she  asked  God  to  show 
her  people  to  help. 

Then  she  noticed  an  elderly  women 
entering  a  house  with  a  lawn  that 
looked  like  it  had  not  been  tended  to  in 
a  long  while. 

Embarrassed  to  go  up  and  ask  if  she 
needed  help,  Porter  would  drive  by  the 
house  often.  “I  would  just  watch  the 
house,”  she  said. 

One  morning  as  she  drove  by,  a  car 
pulled  up  in  the  elderly  woman’s  drive¬ 
way  and  she  recognized  Fran  Viselli,  a 
well-known  person  in  community,  who 
was  visiting  his  mother. 

“I  asked  if  he  needed  help  mowing 
the  lawn  and  I  said,  ‘I’ll  do  it,”’  said 
Porter. 

Other  people  in  need  have  been 
referred  to  her. 

Each  Wednesday  before  church, 
Porter  and  Trinity’s  youth  group  mow, 
rake  and  weed  yards.  Some  days  it’s  only 
one  or  two  teens,  other  days  it’s  as  many 
as  seven  or  eight.  "It’s  a  different  group 
every  week,”  she  said. 

For  the  Tuscaloosa  teens,  the  hard 
work  of  mowing  and  tending  the  lawn  is 
pure  joy. 

“It  just  feels  really  good  inside  to  help 
people  that  are  no  longer  able  to  do 
things,”  said  15-year-old  Andy  Sherrill. 

Because  of  frequent  trips  to  the  hos¬ 
pital,  the  mower  ministry  had  been  a 
godsend  for  the  Visellis.  “It  helps  in 
many  ways,  first  of  all  it  takes  a  burden 
off  of  me,  that  allows  me  to  spend  more 
time  with  my  mother,  meeting  her 
needs,”  Fran  Viselli  said. 

The  volunteers  with  the  "Mower 
Ministry”  can  mow  the  Viselli  lawn  in 
one  hour,  where  it  could  take  a  single 
mower  as  long  as  five  hours. 

For  Sue  Free,  79,  who  has  had  four 
operations  in  four  months  and  no 
longer  has  the  strength  for  yard  work, 
the  ministry  has  made  life  much  easier. 
“Oh,  heavens  to  Betsy!  You  don’t  know 
how  much  I  appreciate  it,”  said  Free. 

In  addition  to  helping  the  elderly,  the 
ministry  gives  the  church’s  teens  a 
chance  to  “be  the  hands  and  feet  of 
Christ,”  said  Porter,  adding,  “it  brings  an 
awareness  of  serving  others.” 

"I  just  feel  like  I’m  helping  them  out,” 
said  10-year-old  Katie  Head,  “it  feels 
good.” 


September  25th,  2004 

10:00  a.m.  until  3:00  p.m. 

(Registration  begins  at  9:15  a.m.) 

At  Fall  Con vo  we  will  Worship  Together,  Meet  New  Friends,  Have  Fun  and  Be 
Inspired  and  Motivated  to  continue  on  FAITHFULLY  in  our  personal  lives  and 

in  our  Youth  Ministries. 

FEATURING:  SOULFRUIT  -AN  URBAN 

ALTERNATIVE  DUO  FROM  HOUSTON,  TX. 

Giant  Inflatables 
Great  Group  Games 

Tasty  Snacks  and  More... 

Youth  in  grades  7th  -  1 2th  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth  are 
invited  to  come  to  The  Louisiana  Conference  Center. 

(318-449-4500) 

There  must  be  one  adult  counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 

Registration  Fee:  $  25.00  per  person 

(cost  includes  lunch,  T-shirt,  and  programming.) 
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Church  donates  phone  cards  so  soldiers  can  stay  in  touch 


United  Methodists  prepare  phone  cards  for  distribution  to  U.S.  troops  deployed  away  from  home.  A  umns  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodist  Chaplain  Frank  A.  Yerkes  and 
a  few  of  his  friends  have  a  message  for 
the  people  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  who  have  been  sending  phone 
cards:  Thanks. 

"The  cards  have  been  an  awesome 
blessing,”  he  said  in  an  e-mail  to  the 
United  Methodist  Endorsing  Agency,  a 
component  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
“It  makes  such  a  difference  when  sol¬ 
diers  can  call  home  and  talk  to  their 
loved  ones.  What  a  wonderful  gift!  It 
makes  me  proud  to  represent  our  United 
Methodist  family  here  on  the  frontlines 
in  Baghdad.” 

Messages  like  that  come  in  almost 
daily,  said  Laura  Flippen,  communica¬ 
tions  coordinator  for  the  agency  that 
oversees  chaplains  and  pastoral  coun¬ 
selors. 

Packages  of  phone  cards  going  out 
by  mail  today  will  include  a  new  card 
designed  to  let  soldiers  know  where  the 
cards  are  coming  from. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
teamed  with  the  Endorsing  Agency  and 
the  Illinois  Great  Rivers  Annual  (region¬ 
al)  Conference  to  print  cards  featuring 
the  United  Methodist  Cross  and  Flame 
and  the  message  “Open  hearts.  Open 
minds.  Open  doors.  The  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

When  soldiers  use  the  cards  they  will 
hear  a  recorded  prayer:  “The  people  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  are  pray¬ 
ing  for  your  safety  and  sense  of  peace. 
Our  hearts,  our  minds  and  our  doors  are 
always  open  to  you.” 

“It  is  important  that  the  troops  know 
that  there  are  people  who  care  about 
them,  even  people  who  they  may  not 
know  personally  but  who  care  about  the 
human  side  of  being  away  from  home, 
of  being  under  stressful  conditions,”  said 
Chaplain  Bob  Phillips,  a  Navy  chaplain 
on  active  duty  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  Great  Rivers 
Conference. 

“I  think  having  the  cards  with  the 
United  Methodist  brand  on  them  is 
totally  appropriate,  it  is  not  proselytiz¬ 
ing,  there  is  nothing  at  all  negative  about 
it,”  he  said. 


Chaplain  (Capt.)  Howard  S.  Bell,  Air 
Force  reserve  chaplain  with  the  375th  Air 
Wing  at  Scott  Air  Force  Base  in  Illinois 
agrees.  “It  is  a  recognizable  trademark 
(the  Cross  and  Flame)  and  when  they 
(soldiers)  come  back  home  they  can  say 
‘That  is  the  church  that  thought  of  us 
and  cared.’” 

The  Rev.  Patricia  Barrett,  an  execu¬ 
tive  with  the  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  hopes  the  United 
Methodist  phone  cards  will  be  seen  as 
an  invitation  to  visit  a  United  Methodist 
church. 

“I  hope  there  are  lots  of  young  men 
and  women  who  come  back  and  may 
have  not  had  a  church  home  before  but 
will  remember  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
maybe  finding  themselves  going  into 
one  of  the  churches  and  becoming  part 
of  the  community,”  she  said. 


The  endorsing  agency  has  been 
sponsoring  a  campaign  to  send  phone 
cards  to  the  military  since  Veterans  Day 
2003.  To  date,  more  than  1  million  min¬ 
utes  have  gone  out  from  the  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  office.  A  major  push  by  the  Illinois 
Great  Rivers  Conference  this  summer 
will  swell  that  number  to  2  million  min¬ 
utes.  Members  of  the  Illinois  conference 
came  to  Nashville  Aug.  18  to  present 
their  collection  of  cards  and  money  rep¬ 
resenting  more  than  800,000  minutes  to 
the  endorsing  agency  and  to  help  stuff 
the  envelopes  that  will  be  sent  to  chap¬ 
lains  in  overseas  locations. 

“We  figure  at  this  point  we  have  con¬ 
tributed  enough  (phone  card  minutes) 
to  provide  an  hour-long  phone  call 
home  to  every  member  of  an  entire  light 
infantry  division  (about  1,400  people),” 
said  the  Rev.  Bob  Morwell,  pastor  of 
Union  United  Methodist  Church, 


Quincy,  Ill.  The  conference  is  still  work¬ 
ing  toward  their  goal  of  raising  1  million 
minutes.” 

Morwell  added  that  in  a  time  when 
there  are  so  many  nondenominational 
churches  it  is  good  to  know  the  connec- 
tional  system  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  makes  projects  like  this  possible. 

“This  is  something  a  connectional 
church  could  do  with  tremendous  speed 
and  power,”  he  said.  “The  cards  arrived 
today,  they  will  be  in  the  hands  of  chap¬ 
lains  in  10  days  or  less  and  they  will  be 
distributing  these  cards  throughout  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan. 

“I  certainly  hope  other  conferences 
will  join  in  the  effort  and  that  our  troops 
and  their  families  will  know  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  great  con¬ 
cern  and  compassion  and  respect  for 
them  and  if  they  have  other  pastoral 
needs,  maybe  they  will  think  of  us.” 


Mt.  Sequoyah  Singles  Retreat  set  for  October 


The  annual  Sequoyah  Singles  Retreat, 
“Life  Strokes,"  will  be  held  Oct.  8-10  at 
the  Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  Center 
in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

Rich  Hurst,  a  nationally  known 
speaker,  will  talk  about  “Unleashing  Your 
Passion.”  Singles  will  discover  how  God 
wants  to  unleash  the  passion  of  individ¬ 
uals,  which  is  the  greatest  fuel  for  per¬ 
sonal  growth  and  actions  that  change 
the  world. 

Eric  Folkerth,  award  winning  singer- 
songwriter,  will  perform  and  partici¬ 
pants  will  be  entertained  by  the  Trinity 
River  Playback  Theatre  Company,  an 
improvisational  group. 

Retreat  goers  will  be  able  to  choose 
from  26  different  workshops  focusing  on 
personal  growth,  single  parenting,  dat¬ 
ing,  divorce,  singles  in  the  Bible,  sexuali¬ 
ty,  and  how  to  implement  a  successful 
singles  ministry. 


In  addition  to  speakers  and  work¬ 
shops,  the  weekend  includes  bonfires, 
carriage  rides,  dances  and  a  coffee 
house.  A  labyrinth  will  be  available  for 
personal  faith  walks. 

Registration  for  the  event  is  $99,  if 
postmarked  by  Sept.  15.  Groups  of  five 
or  more  are  $90  per  person.  All  registra¬ 
tions  postmarked  after  Sept.  15  are  $129 
each. 

Lodging  and  meals,  which  includes 
two  nights  lodging  and  six  meals,  is 
$117  per  person. 

Commuters  pay  $67  for  meals  and 
use  of  facility. 

For  registration  forms,  contact  Rev. 
Larry  Norman  at  the  Area  Conference 
offices  by  phoning  (225)  346-1646. 

Forms  can  also  be  obtained  from  Mount 
Sequoyah  at  (479)  443-4531.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  Craig  Oiney  at 
Craigo@zpc.org  or  call  (317)  873-6305. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Five  members  of  Logansport  United  Methodist  Church  recently  traveled  to 
Reynosa,  Mexico,  as  part  of  a  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  to  aid  resi¬ 
dents  there. 


Logansport  members  experience  LAVIM  in  Mexico 


Five  members  of  Logansport’s  First 
United  Methodist  Church  loaded  into 
the  church  van  on  July  14,  and  head¬ 
ed  south  to  take  part  in  Louisiana 
Methodist’s  Volunteers  in  Mission 
program  in  Reynosa,  Mexico.  Billy 
Alger,  June  Hooper,  Mary  Mac 
Thompson,  and  Ken  and  Sandra 
Hendrickson  were  joined  by  nine 
members  of  St.  Andrews  UMC  to 
form  the  team  that  would  help  in  the 
construction  of  a  new  sanctuary  for 
Iglesia  Metodista  de  Mexico,  La 
Trinidad,  which  is  about  16  dusty 
miles  from  Reynosa. 

This  team  sealed  the  interior  cin- 
derblock  walls  with  a  mixture  of 
cement  and  water,  and  then  applied 
two  coats  of  paint  to  walls  and  ceil¬ 
ing.  Outside  the  wooden  gables,  fas¬ 
cia  and  soffits  were  sealed  and  then 
painted.  Two  nurses  and  a  Mexican 


doctor  held  a  health  clinic  at  the  work 
site,  providing  health  care  that  was 
otherwise  not  available  to  the  people 
of  that  community.  Toothbrushes, 
toothpaste,  soap,  and  medicines  were 
given  to  those  who  came  to  the  clinic, 
and  the  children  who  gathered  there 
enjoyed  their  first  taste  of  bubble 
gum  and  a  rope  swing  constructed  by 
one  of  the  team  members. 

The  team  stayed  in  a  church  in 
Reynosa,  where  church  members 
prepared  their  morning  and  evening 
meals. 

Members  of  La  Trinidad  delivered 
lunches  to  the  work  site.  The  team 
attended  the  church  service  on 
Sunday  morning,  then  headed  back 
to  the  United  States  after  lunch  with 
many  memories  and  a  renewed 
appreciation  for  where  we  live  and 
what  we  have. 


St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie  recently  held  the  largest 
Vacation  Bible  School  the  church  had  experienced  in  10  years.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  children  and  youth  joined  35  adult  volunteer  for  a  week  of  fun  on  "Lava 
Lava  Island,"  the  theme  for  the  school.  Each  day  the  children  were  given  a  per¬ 
sonal  challenge  to  do  at  home.  The  next  morning,  if  the  challenge  was  complet¬ 
ed,  the  kids  got  to  add  more  "lava"  to  a  volcano.  Friday  night  featured  an  open 
house  for  parents,  relatives  and  friends. 


A  Workshop  with  Marva  Dawn 

and  Company 

Saturday,  October  9,  2004 
8:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
Lake  Charles,  LA 

This  Event  is  open  to  all  laity  &  clergy  engaged  in  planning 
and  presenting  worship  - 
in  all  of  its  aspects. 

Registration  by  Oct.  1  is  $15  per  person,  $20  at  the  door.  For  more 
information,  call  (337)  439-2982  or  e-mail:  lcdistrict@lcdumc.com 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Members  of  Northwood  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  pass  out  hot  dogs 
and  other  food  to  homeless  members  of  their  community  in  an  initiative  called 
"Project  Hot  Dog.'The  ministry  also  grew  to  meet  needs  for  items  such  as  clothing 
for  the  people  they  feed. 


Church  initiates 'Project  Hot  Dog' 


BY  CHERI  TRAHAN 

Have  you  ever  had  God  tell  you  to 
do  something?  Have  you  wondered  if 
you  were  just  imagining  God  talking 
to  you?  Have  you  kept  it  to  yourself 
because  you  thought  others  would 
think  you  were  crazy?  If  you 
answered  yes  to  any  of  these  ques¬ 
tions,  you  will  understand  what  this 
story  is  all  about.  If  you  answered  no, 
I  hope  this  story  will  touch  your  life. 

Well,  God  spoke  to  one  of  the 
ladies  at  Northwood  United 
Methodist  Church.  No,  she  didn’t  see 
Him  like  Joan  does  on  the  television 
show  Joan  of  Arcadia,  but  she  heard 
Him.  And  the  message  for  Noel  was 
to  feed  the  homeless  in  Lafayette. 
After  much  prayer  Noel  thought, 
“How  do  I  start?”  She  did  some 
research  and  found  out  that  there 
were  already  places  for  people  to  get 
three  meals  a  day,  Monday  through 
Friday.  If  they  got  to  St  Joseph’s  Diner 
and  Salvation  Army  on  time,  they 
could  get  supper  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 

Well,  Noel  thought  about  this  and 
decided  that  people  get  hungry  more 
than  one  time  a  day  on  the  week¬ 
ends.  She  was  urged  to  tell  the  con¬ 
gregation  about  the  idea  one  evening 
at  a  vision-setting  meeting  at  church. 

After  Noel  told  her  story,  the  min¬ 
istry  just  came  alive.  A  handful  of 
people  from  our  church  (including 
myself),  got  together  the  next  week 
to  discuss  what  Noel  had  been  doing 
and  to  come  up  with  a  plan  of  action. 
She  had  been  feeding  about  10  peo¬ 
ple  per  Saturday,  offering  hot  dogs, 
chips,  cookies  and  a  drink. 

As  we  talked  about  it,  we  decided 
they  needed  more.  So  we  added  a 
piece  of  fruit,  crackers  and  a  cereal 
bar  and  made  40  lunches  that  week! 


We  passed  them  all  out  in  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  hours.  The  next  week  we 
decided  to  make  48  lunches — they 
were  all  given  out. 

The  people  we  were  feeding  start¬ 
ed  asking  us  for  clothes,  so  we  put 
out  a  call  for  help  to  the  community 
for  clothing. 

The  ministry  has  provided  up  to 
100  barbeque  plate  lunches  at  Easter 
and  given  out  clothing  to  some  of  the 
most  humble,  nicest  people  you  can 
imagine. 

We  now  do  anywhere  from  48-58 
lunches  on  Saturdays  and  give  away 
paperback  Bibles  each  week.  One 
gentleman  we  met  and  fed  on  the 
streets  now  helps  us.  Yes  he  is  still 
homeless,  but  he  gives  of  himself 
freely  every  week.  Our  friends  on  the 
streets  know  us  and  watch  for  us, 
and  believe  me,  we  are  worried  if  we 
don’t  see  one  of  our  “regulars”  for  a 
couple  of  weeks.  We  are  not  out  there 
to  try  and  stop  the  homeless  prob¬ 
lem  in  Lafayette,  nor  are  we  there  to 
judge  anyone.  We  are  there  to  feed, 
clothe,  witness  to,  pray  for  and  with 
these  people. 

I  went  into  this  ministry  thinking  I 
was  going  to  be  a  blessing  or  a  com¬ 
fort  to  someone,  but  I  am  the  one 
who  gets  the  blessings  each  and 
every  week.  This  ministry  has 
changed  my  life  for  the  better. 

So  the  next  time  you  hear  God 
talking  to  you,  make  sure  you  listen 
carefully  to  what  He  is  telling  you. 

You  never  know,  your  life  could  be 
changed  too. 

If  you  have  been  touched  by  this 
ministry  and  would  like  to  help  with 
donations  of  clothing,  food  or  money 
you  can  contact  NUMC  at  (337)  235- 
9145,  by  e-mail  at  Northumc@bell- 
south.net. 


Creative  art  workshop  participants  Layla  Clark  and  Glennisha  Howard  paint 
designs  on  papier  mache  masks  under  the  direction  of  Baton  Rouge  artist 
Randell  Henry. 


Black  Artists'  Network  holds  festival  at  Camphor 


Black  Artists’  Network  held  its 
Creative  Arts  Festival  at  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Scotlandville  on  June  26. 

Children,  young  adults  and  senior 
citizens  of  Baton  Rouge  and  sur¬ 
rounding  towns  were  invited  to  make 
drawings,  paintings,  sculptures,  mask 
designs  and  collages  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  talented  local  artists. 

Featured  artists  included:  Jessie 
Coates,  minister  and  primitive  artist 
known  for  her  paintings  based  on  her 
early  life  in  Port  Hudson;  Randell 
Henry,  who  will  have  a  major  exhibi¬ 


tion  of  African  American  art  in  New 
Orleans  this  fall;  Ronald  Kennedy, 
professor  of  art  at  Southeastern  La. 
University;  and  Ronald  Trahan,  a  reg¬ 
ular  in  exhibitions  at  the  Jazz  Festival 
in  New  Orleans. 

Camphor’s  pastor  Rev.  Darlene  A. 
Moore,  whose  works  were  on  exhibit 
recently  at  the  River  Region  Art 
Gallery  in  Sorrento,  led  the  group  in 
prayer  before  leading  a  group  in  col¬ 
lage  making. 

This  festival  was  funded  with  a 
Project  Assistance  Grant  through  the 
Arts  Council  of  Greater  Baton  Rouge. 


Lees  Landing  United  Methodist  Women  of  Ponchatoula  recently  presented  some 
of  the  residents  of  Hammond  Nursing  Home  on  Old  Covington  Highway  with  lap 
quilts  crafted  by  ladies  of  the  church.The  residents  got  to  choose  the  color  and 
design  they  liked  best,  and  were  excited  about  receiving  them.  The  United 
Methodist  Women  of  LLUMC  were  so  touched  by  the  response  of  the  residents 
that  they  have  decided  to  make  this  an  on-going  mission.  The  ladies  plan  to  visit 
other  nursing  homes  in  the  area  on  an  annual  basis  with  hand  crafted  lap  quilts. 
There  are  also  plans  to  make  lap  quilts  for  some  of  the  members  of  their  church 
who  can  no  longer  attend  worship  services.  Pictured  in  the  photo  are,  left  to  right, 
Janice  Delattre,  Sue  Couvillion,  Tammy  Tippitt,  Betty  Bragg,  Sophie  Cobb,  Mary 
Bosch,  Dot  Martin  and  Dawn  Day. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Phil  Gates,  Mac  McCarter  and  Rob  Weber  pray  at  a  refurbished  home  in 
Shreveport  that  will  serve  to  house  community  renewal  interns.  Gates,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Grace  Community  United  Methodist  Church,  dreamt  up  the  project. 


Church  members  pursue  community  renewal 


Over  the  past  two  years,  a  vision 
held  by  Phil  Gates — a  member  of 
Grace  Community  United 
Methodist  Church — and  supported 
by  senior  pastor  Rob  Weber  has 
come  into  its  own.  That  member 
dreamt  of  an  effort  to  mobilize  and 
restore  a  house  in  the  Cedar  Grove 
neighborhood  to  benefit  that  com¬ 
munity,  the  city  of  Shreveport,  and 
the  efforts  of  Shreveport-Bossier 
Community  Renewal.  Many  hours 
of  prayer,  dedicated  work  and 
numerous  gifts  of  materials  and 
time  resulted  in  the  successful  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  project. 

The  combined  efforts  of  Grace 
Community  and  Shreveport-Bossier 
Community  Renewal  and  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  a  devoted  group  of  people 
refurbished  a  dilapidated  frame 
house  that  shall  serve  as  living  quar¬ 
ters  and  a  temporary  home  for  com¬ 
munity  renewal  interns  arriving 


from  throughout  the  United  States. 
Once  these  interns  live  in  a  “renewal 
community”  and  experience  the 
process  developed  by  Mac 
McCarter,  executive  director  of 
Shreveport-Bossier  Community 
Renewal,  they  will  return  to  their 
respective  geographical  area  to 
expand  the  concepts  learned, 
renewing  additional  communities. 

Throughout  the  years,  Weber  has 
encouraged  his  congregation  to 
think  about  ways  they  can  help  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  community,  the  region, 
the  nation,  and  on  the  international 
scene.  Members  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  are  encouraged  to  boldly  follow 
their  dreams  as  they  practice  the 
mission  of  the  church:  “Christ, 
through  grace,  restoring  lives  and 
transforming  seekers  into  servants.” 
This  home  is  just  an  example  of 
what  can  happen  when  a  person 
dreams  about  what  could  be! 


Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  Lake  Arthur  enjoyed  a  tour  of  the  new 
Lake  Charles  Memorial  Hospital  on  the  Gauthier  Campus,  led  by  Dr.  David  DeWitt,  chap¬ 
lain  of  Memorial  Hospital. The  women  sew  and  donate  burial  outfits  to  the  NICU  for  the 
precious  premature  babies  who  do  not  survive.  The  outfits  consist  of  an  embellished 


gown,  bonnet,  crochetted  booties  and  a  blanket.  This  is  the  tenth  year  of  this  sewing 
ministry  provided  to  the  hospital.  Pictured  are  Front  row:  Faye  Broussard,  Gertrude 
Vaughan,  Betty  Broussard,  Shirley  Brown;  Back  Row:  Billie  Boudin,  Hazel  Adams,  Rev. 
Sue  Pugh,  Joyce  Breaux,  Rubie  Marioneaux,  Dr.  David  DeWitt. 


St.  Francisville  pastor  named  'Business  Man  of  Year' 


Rev.  Harold  Babin,  pastor  of  St. 
Francisville  United  Methodist 
Church,  was  recently  awarded  the 
town’s  Chamber  of  Commerce 
“Business  Man  of  the  Year”  award. 

Babin  was  surprised  by  the  honor 
because  people  do  not  usually  view  a 
church  as  a  business. 

He  was  quoted  as  saying,  “I  am 
humble  and  appreciate  the  award.  I 
accept  on  behalf  of  God,  our  staff  and 
our  church  member  leadership.” 

Among  other  programs,  St. 
Francisville  UMC  offers  two  children’s 
programs  that  provide  services  for 
the  community.  C.H.A.S.E.  (Children 
Having  a  Spiritual  Environment) 
offers  a  full-time  day  care  center  and 
an  after  school  day-care  program. 

“We  feel  the  program  is  vital  to  the 


community.  People  feel  comfortable 
leaving  their  child  in  a  church  fami¬ 
ly,”  Babin  stated. 

Babin  is  on  the  Drug  Awareness 
Council  and  St.  Francisville  UMC 
sponsors  the  local  Alcoholic 
Anonymous  program,  along  with 
hosting  Rotary  Club  meetings. 

Every  year  St.  Francisville  partici¬ 
pates  in  the  Audubon  Pilgrimage,  an 
important  community  event. 

The  church  also  hosts  revivals 
where  pastors  are  invited  to  speak,  as 
well  as  a  Halloween  carnival  for  fami¬ 
lies. 

Babin  pointed  out  that  he  and  his 
congregation  follow  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sion,  which  is  to  make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ,  following  the  verse  in 
Mathew  28:19-20. 


"Under  the  Baobab  Tree"  was  the  theme  for  the  Vacation  Bible  School  held  June  14-18 
at  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church.  The  curriculum  provided  a  unique  opportunity  for 
persons  of  all  cultures  and  ages  to  connect  with  and  honor  African  history  and  culture 
in  a  program  rooted  in  the  Word  of  God.  The  closing  program  was  a  celebration  of 
Juneteenth. 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Native  American  United  Methodist  Church  Task  Force 
gathered  in  Dulac  on  June  19. 


Listening  Posts  set  up 
to  address  insurance 

Listening  Posts  have  been  set  up  to 
address  questions  on  the  insurance 
issue  in  advance  of  the  called  session 
of  Annual  Conference.  Please  mark 
your  calendars  with  these  dates  for 
the  Listening  Posts. 

Sept.  18: 

10  a.m.,  First  UMC  in  Hammond 

3  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  LaPlace 

Sept.  19: 

3  p.m.,  Covenant  UMC  in  Lafayette 

Sept.  20: 

7  p.m.,  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston 

FUMC  Alexandria  chosen 
for  Igniting  Ministry  buy 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria  is  the  recipient  of  a  2004 
Back-to-School  Matching  Grant, 
awarded  by  United  Methodist 
Communications.  Television  spots 
will  ran  in  the  Alexandria  area  featur¬ 
ing  First  UMC,  specifically. 

The  buy  is  running  simultaneous¬ 
ly  with  a  national  Back-to-School  tel¬ 
evision  schedule,  airing  on  selected 
cable  systems.  All  churches  in  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  will  benefit  from 
the  exposure  provided  by  this  buy, 
which  will  air  on  systems  throughout 
the  state. 


Pearl  River  consecrates 
new  sanctuary  /5 
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Called  session  to  discuss  health  insurance;  laity  session  to  follow 


Oct.  16,  a  called  session  of  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  will  address  the 
question  of  health  insurance  coverage 
for  members  of  the  conference.  The 
event  will  be  held  at  the  Hampton  Inn 
and  La.  Convention  Center  in 
Alexandria. 

Those  clergy  and  lay  members  who 
were  in  attendance  at  this  summer’s 
Annual  Conference  in  Lafayette  are 
required  to  attend.  Registration  begins  at 

9  a.m.,  and  the  called  session  is  from 

10  a.m.-l  p.m. 

A  laity  session  will  follow  the  conclu¬ 


sion  of  the  full  session  of  the  conference. 
An  optional  box  lunch  will  be  served 
from  1-1:45  p.m.  The  lay  session  will 
begin  at  1:45  p.m.  and  will  conclude  no 
later  than  3  p.m. 

The  cost  of  the  box  lunch  is  $8,  and 
those  attending  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  place  orders  through  a  mailing  that 
will  be  sent  out  through  the  Conference 
Offices. 

The  mailing  will  also  give  conference 
members  an  opportunity  to  request 
childcare,  which  will  be  provided  for  the 
day. 


The  purpose  of  the  lay  session  is  to 
hear  a  report  of  the  by-laws  committee 
appointed  at  the  2004  session  of  the  lay 
members  in  Lafayette.  A  copy  of  the  by¬ 
laws  is  published  in  this  edition  of 
Louisiana  Now!  on  pages  6-7. 

In  addition,  a  copy  of  this  report  can 
be  downloaded  from  the  conference 
web  site  at  www.la-umc.org.  Extra 
copies  of  this  edition  of  Louisiana  Now! 
will  be  available  in  every  district  office, 
for  those  who  do  not  receive  the  paper 
by  mail  or  who  do  not  have  access  to  the 
Internet. 


Ekaterinburg 
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A  delegation  of  1 3  United  Methodists  from 
across  Louisiana  spent  June  1 5-26  in 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia.  Pictured  top  left  with 
members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ekaterinburg,  the  group's  primary  focus  was 
Vacation  Bible  School,  shown  at  left,  refinishing 
the  floor  in  the  sanctuary,  and  scraping,  prim¬ 
ing,  and  painting  the  windows  in  the  church, 
above.  Each  day  of  Bible  School  emphasized  a 
miracle  of  Jesus  with  children  singing,  making 
crafts,  and  listening  to  Bible  stories. The  First 
UMC  in  Ekaterinburg  continues  to  serve  as  a 
regional  center  for  other  smaller  congregations 
in  the  Ural  Region.  Each  trip  confirms  that  the 
blessings  of  this  continued  relationship  are 
shared  by  all,  both  Louisiana  Methodists  and 
Russian  Methodists.  The  next  trip  is  set  for 
June  14-25,2005. 

Photos  by  James  Gillespie. 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


A  Last  Minute  Win 


The  LSU  -  Oregon  State  baUgame 
on  Saturday  afternoon  was  filled  with 
the  unknown.  We  didn’t  know  where 
to  park  because  of  construction.  The 
sky  was  filled  with  some  clouds,  but 
not  enough  to  make  you  think  it  would 
rain  immediately.  The  air  was  so  thick 
with  humidity  that  you  didn’t  know 
but  what  you  would  faint  at  any 
moment.  No  one  seemed  to  know 
much  about  those  Beavers  from  the 
west  coast.  And  no  one  really  knew 
the  strength  or  weakness  of  LSU. 

It  didn’t  take  long  for  the  questions 
to  be  answered.  We  found  a  place  to 
park  deep  in  the  neighborhood  sur¬ 
rounding  the  stadium  and  the  walk 
was  a  good  exercise.  The  skies  opened 
with  the  opening  strains  of  “Hold  That 
Tiger”,  and  the  band  faithfully 
marched  in  an  absolute  downpour 
while  the  people  in  the  stands  scram¬ 
bled  for  ponchos,  cover  of  any  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  tried  to  make  it  out  of  the 
stands  before  the  lightning  got  too 
bad.  The  rain  cured  the  thick  humidity 
and  life  became  bearable  again.  And 
then,  one  hour  late,  the  game  finally 
began. 

It  didn’t  take  long  before  people  in 
the  stands,  the  Tiger  faithful,  began  to 
say,  “These  Oregon  State  University 
Beavers  are  really  a  pretty  good  ball 
club.”  The  same  faithful  were  shouting 
obscenities  and  frustration  as  the 
Tigers  on  the  field  made  one  mistake 
after  another.  As  the  game  progressed 
and  all  manner  of  mishaps  had 
occurred,  a  favorable  outcome  for  the 
Tigers  became  quite  questionable.  In 
fact,  following  one  more  missed 
opportunity  very  late  in  the  game,  the 
stands  began  to  empty  of  the  faithful 
followers.  Even  those  who  believed 
the  strongest  that  LSU  would  domi¬ 
nate  this  opener  found  themselves 
streaming  out  of  the  stadium  with  a 
sense  of  "I  can’t  believe  it”  written  all 
over  their  faces. 

Then,  with  about  one  minute  left, 
the  miracle  happened.  LSU,  who  had 
trailed  in  the  game  until  this  point, 
scored  a  touchdown.  Many  missed  it 
because  they  left  early.  All  they  need¬ 
ed  now  was  a  two-point  conversion 
and  the  game  would  be  tied.  It  hap¬ 
pened!  And  with  only  seconds  left  on 
the  clock,  the  game  ticked  away  and 
into  overtime. 

The  Tigers  were  given  a  reprieve. 
They  scored  on  their  first  possession 
and  then  took  their  places  opposite 
the  Beavers  to  try  and  stop  them  from 
doing  the  same.  The  Beavers  went  for 
broke.  One,  two,  three  downs  and  no 
score.  Then  in  desperation  it  hap¬ 
pened  -  a  Beaver  touchdown.  Now  all 
that  remained  was  for  the  Beavers  to 
kick  the  extra  point  and  we  would  be 
in  a  second  overtime.  But  it  wasn’t  to 
be.  The  kicker  lined  up,  kicked  the 
ball,  and  it  sailed  wide  right  of  the  goal 


post.  The  game 
was  over.  The 
Tigers  had  won! 

Last  minute 
redemption  had 
happened.  The 
stands  went  wild. 
People  cheered 
their  lungs  out. 

The  Beavers  sadly 
left  the  stadium 
amid  a  thankful 
crowd  of  Tiger  fans. 
The  opener  had  been  saved! 

As  I  walked  away  from  all  the 
excitement  my  heart  needed  for  one 
evening,  I  thought  of  the  basic  teach¬ 
ing  of  our  faith.  A  rough  quote  of  John 
Wesley  is  “Everyone  needs  to  be  saved. 
Everyone  can  be  saved.  Everyone  can 
know  he /she  is  saved.”  And  everyone 
can  be  saved  at  any  time  in  his  or  her 
journey  on  this  earth.  It  doesn’t  have 
to  be  early  on  in  life  -  though  that  is 
preferable!  But  it  can  be  at  the  very 
last  moment. 

Remember  the  thief  on  the  cross. 

His  life  was  redeemed  while  he  drew 
his  dying  breaths.  He  was  able  to  hear 
in  the  closing  moments  of  his  earthly 
existence,  “Today  you  will  be  with  me 
in  Paradise.”  What  blessed  words.  And 
though  the  world  didn’t  cheer  at  that 
point,  the  angels  in  heaven  undoubt¬ 
edly  rejoiced  that  death  had  been 
defeated  once  again  and  this  one 
arrived  “home”  fully  redeemed  and 
fully  “saved.” 

Should  we  just  back  off  from  telling 
the  gospel  to  those  in  need,  hoping 
they  will  just  slip  in  by  God’s  goodness 
at  the  last  minute.  Absolutely  not!  We 
should  be  playing  this  game  of  faith 
with  all  our  strength  and  all  our  might 
and  all  our  concentration  at  all  points 
of  our  existence.  We  cannot  wait 
around  on  people’s  eternal  lives.  We 
are  called  to  witness  to  them  and  share 
with  them  NOW!  That  IS  the  work  of 
the  church!  And  when  the  good  news 
at  last  penetrates  someone’s  hard  shell, 
even  if  it  is  at  the  closing  gun  of  the 
game,  let  us  celebrate  and  pound  our 
hands  together  and  shout  for  joy  that 
another  has  “come  home.”  A  last 
minute  win  is  certainly  better  than  no 
win! 

But  it  is  so  much  more  fun,  and  so 
much  more  fulfilling  for  everyone  con¬ 
cerned,  if  we  lead  in  the  score  all 
along!  May  God  bless  each  of  us  as  we 
become  full  participants  in  the  “God 
Coached  Game”  called  “Discipleship” 
and  may  we  be  a  formidable  foe  to 
anything  or  anyone  who  is  our  oppo¬ 
nent  in  this  calling! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Bishop  to  lead  tour  tracing  Paul's  journeys 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  along 
with  his  wife  Kay,  will  host  a  guided 
cruise  to  Greece,  Italy  and  Turkey  that 
visits  famous  sites  from  the  second  and 
third  missionary  journeys  of  the  apostle 
Paul. 

Slated  for  March  28, 2005,  the  10  day 
trip  will  depart  from  New  Orleans, 
Shreveport,  Baton  Rouge,  Alexandria, 
Monroe  and  Lafayette. 

The  trip  fee  of  $2,698  includes 
roundtrip  airfare,  motorcoaches,  a  char¬ 
tered  cruise  ship,  guided  sightseeing, 
daily  meals  when  aboard  ship,  a  study 
guide  and  entrance  fees. 

The  cruise  ship  will  serve  as  home 
base  during  the  trip.  While  travelers 
sleep,  the  ship  will  sail  to  a  new  port. 
Each  morning  the  group  will  awake  to 
enjoy  exciting  shore  excursions  to  the 
Biblical  sites  of  the  region. 

A  lecture  series  on  the  studies  of 
Paul’s  life  and  teachings  will  be  present¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  John  C.  Holbert,  professor  of 


Homiletics  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology. 

Provost  Don  Cottrill  will  hold  a  series 
of  informational  meetings  on  the  trip, 
scheduled  for  every  District  in  the 
Conference. 

The  schedule  of  meetings  is  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Sept.  25-  New  Orleans  District,  10:30 
a.m.,  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
LaPlace;  Baton  Rouge  District,  3  p.m., 
Broadmoor  UMC  (room  101);  Acadiana 
District,  6  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Lafayette 
(sanctuary); 

Sept.  26-Lake  Charles  District,  2  p.m., 
First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles;  Alexandria 
District,  6  p.m.,  First  UMC  in  Pineville; 

Sept.  27-Monroe  District,  11  a.m., 
Grace  Community  UMC  in  Ruston; 
Shreveport  District,  6  p.m.,  Broadmoor 
UMC  (chapel). 

Informational  flyers  on  the  trip  are 
also  available  through  the  Conference 
office. 


UMCOR  supports  "fair 

The  UMCOR  Coffee  Project  links  con¬ 
gregations  with  small  farmers  and  their 
families  through  the  Equal  Exchange 
Interfaith  Coffee  Program. 

This  project  helps  churches  to  find 
and  use  fairly  traded  coffee  and  tea,  pro¬ 
viding  support  not  only  to  farmers  in 
Latin  America,  Africa  and  Asia  but  to 
UMCOR  as  well. 

Congregations  can  order  high  quality 
coffee  and  tea  to  serve  at  fellowship 
hours,  meetings,  for  office  use,  for 
fundraising,  etc.  Free  educational  mate¬ 
rial,  posters  and  pamphlets  are  also 
available. 

For  each  case  of  coffee,  tea  or  cocoa 


trade"  coffee  market 

purchased  through  the  project,  Equal 
Exchange  makes  a  contribution  to  the 
UMCOR  Small  Farmer  Fund  which  fur¬ 
ther  supports  coffee  farmers  and  their 
families. 

Coffee  and  tea  may  be  ordered  by 
email  interfaith@equalexchange.com,  by 
phone  (781-830-0303  x228),  or  you  can 
order  online  at 

http://store.yahoo.com/equalexchange. 
Shipping  is  free  on  orders  placed  with  a 
credit  card  on  the  website. 

You  can  get  additional  information  at: 
www.equalexchange.com/interfaith/ind 
ex.html  and  www.gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor/hunger/coffee.cfm. 


In  Memoriam 


Editor’s  note:  Beginning  with  this 
issue  of  Louisiana  Now!,  we  will  list 
the  names  of  those  clergy  and  their 
spouses  who  have  died  since  the  last 
issue.  The  list  below  reflects  the 
names  and  dates  of  Conference 


deaths  since  June  4,  2004. 

Rev.  James  R.  Huber,  Aug.  30,  2004 
Joyce  C.  Stiltner,  Aug.  6,  2004 
Eloise  McElroy,  July  7,  2004 
Rev.  Lee  Gray  Wilson,  June  15,  2004 
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Conference  provides  office  space 
for  state  ecumenical  organization 


Red  Bird  Mission  invites  public  to  open  house 


The  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference,  Inc.  and  its  Mission 
Institutions  (The  Bennett  Center,  the 
Henderson  Settlement,  the  Red  Bird 
Mission  and  the  Red  Bird  Clinic)  as 
well  as  the  churches  and  Outreach 
Centers  invite  the  public  to  spend 
the  day  at  an  open  house,  slated  for 
Oct.  23. 

Located  in  Beverly,  Kentucky,  the 
conference  promotes  itself  as  "a  wit¬ 
ness  for  Christ  in  the  heart  of 
Appalachia.” 

Staff  will  be  on  hand  to  assist  visi¬ 
tors  during  the  open  house,  which 
will  be  held  simultaneously  at  the 
Bennett  Center,  the  Queendale 
Campus  and  the  Henderson 


Settlement.  Guests  may  start  at 
whatever  location  they  choose.  A 
complimentary  lunch  will  be  served 
at  all  locations  from  1 1  a.m.-2  p.m. 
Driving  time  between  locations  is 
approximately  1  hour  and  15  min¬ 
utes. 

Guided  tours  will  be  provided  at 
the  various  areas.  Craft  stores  and 
clothing  stores  will  be  open  for  shop¬ 
ping.  Demonstrations  will  include 
apple  butter  making  and  pottery 
making.  Craft  vendors,  food  enter¬ 
tainment  and  games  will  also  be  fea¬ 
tures  for  children. 

For  more  information,  or  to  book 
housing  for  the  event,  contact  (606) 
598-5915. 


LAVIM  Celebration  to  highlight  health  on  missions 


Many  United 
Methodists  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  may  not 
realize  that  Father  Dan 
Krutz,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch 
Conference,  works  on 
the  fourth  floor  of  the 
Area  Offices  building 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

‘‘One  of  the  most  positive  practical 
steps  the  LIC  has  taken  is  to  accept  the 
invitation  to  house  our  offices  in  the 
UMC  Conference  offices.  Through  inter¬ 
action  with  the  staff  and  sharing  in  their 
daily  lives,  including  occasional  worship 
together,  we  are  demonstrating  in  some 
significant  ways  what  it  means  to  live 
together  in  unity  in  Jesus  Christ,”  Krutz 
said. 

In  a  time  when  churches  are  still 
divided,  in  many  ways,  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  (LIC)  stands  as 
a  beacon  pointing  in  the  direction  of  a 
church  united  in  Jesus  Christ.  Formed 
in  1970,  the  LIC  is  a  statewide  association 
of  15  Christian  denominations  and 


The  next  session  of  UM  101,  an  online 
introductory  course  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  begins  Sept.  1. 

The  course  is  intended  for  busy  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  to  learn  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church  -  its  roots,  theology, 
structure,  connectionalism,  and  current 
challenges  -  on  your  own  time  schedule. 
From  Sept.  1  through  Oct.  20,  the  course 
will  be  available  24  hours  a  day  as  an 
online  learning  opportunity  and  multi- 
media  experience. 


KENOVA,  W.Va.  (UMNS)  -  Motorists 
stung  by  record-high  gasoline  prices  are 
praising  a  small  church’s  efforts  to  bring 
some  relief. 

“This  is  totally  great,”  said  Ronald 
Burke,  who  filled  his  tank  for  25  cents  a 
gallon  less  than  the  normal  price. 

And  the  preacher  at  the  pump,  the 
Rev.  Ron  LeMaster  of  Ceredo  (W.Va.) 
United  Methodist  Church,  found  it  to  be 
a  much  better  way  to  invite  people  to 
visit  his  congregation  than  knocking  on 
doors. 

“It  has  been  amazing,”  LeMaster  said. 

Ceredo  United  Methodist  Church 
members  arranged  with  the  C-K  Mart  in 
nearby  Kenova  -  near  the  borders  of  West 
Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Ohio  -  to  sell 
2,000  gallons  of  gasoline  at  the  reduced 
price. 

The  church  used  donations  to  reim¬ 
burse  the  station  for  the  difference. 

Cars  began  lining  up  quickly  after  the 
price  signs  were  changed,  dropping  reg¬ 
ular  unleaded  to  $1.64  per  gallon. 

The  bargain-priced  gas  was  sold  in 
two  hours  on  a  Saturday  morning.  The 
"full  service  Christians”  also  pumped  the 
gas  and  cleaned  hundreds  of  wind¬ 
shields. 

“Not  working  right  now,  (with)  one 
income,  it  helps  a  lot,”  said  Angie 
Richards,  a  Kenova  resident  who  stopped 


Churchwomen  United.  Representatives 
from  the  Churches  gather  semi-annually 
for  common  worship,  education  and  to 
consider  in  what  practical  ways  they 
might  work  together  in  mission. 

The  Conference  is  governed  by  a 
board  of  directors  and  led  by  its  officers 
and  Executive  Committee.  Bishop 
Hutchinson  is  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  will  serve  as 
president  in  2005.  Work  between  con¬ 
ferences  is  carried  out  by  its  Executive 
Committee  and  Commissions.  One  note 
to  highlight  is  the  work  of  the 
Commission  on  the  Stewardship  of  the 
Environment  which  in  its  Ezekiel  34  inti- 
tiative  is  calling  upon  our  churches  and 
church  people  to  lead  the  way  in 
becoming  more  educated  about  our 
environment  and  specifically  about 
clean  water  and  our  vanishing  coast. 

The  LIC  has  advocated  successfully  for 
the  passage  of  a  GroundWater  Policy  for 
Louisiana  and  is  now  urging  our  people 
to  support  federal  initiatives  and  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  restoration  of  the  coast. 

Krutz  works  side-by-side  with 
Darleen  Englehart,  his  administrative 
assistant. 


Facilitators  will  be  online  to  join  in  on 
discussions  via  a  threaded  discussion 
board  from  Sept.  1  -  Oct.  1.  The  next 
course  will  begin  Oct.  27.  It’s  never  too 
late  to  register. 

To  learn  more  about  the  course  and 
other  online  opportunities,  go  to 
http://www.training.umcom.org.  Cost 
for  UM101  is  $12  per  person,  payable  by 
credit  card.  If  you  have  any  questions, 
contact  trainingcenter@umcom.org  or 
call  (888)278-4862. 


to  fill  up. 

Other  drivers  were  equally  apprecia¬ 
tive.  Some  said  they  had  cut  back  on 
their  driving  because  of  skyrocketing  fuel 
prices. 

“It’s  just  wonderful.  I’ve  never  seen 
anything  quite  like  this  before,”  said 
Kevin  Moore. 

Church  members  also  invited  drivers 
to  visit  and  passed  out  cards  with  wor¬ 
ship  service  times. 

“There  was  a  time  when  you  could 
open  the  doors  of  the  church  and  people 
came,”  LeMaster  said.  “People  aren’t 
coming  to  church  like  they  used  to,  so  we 
thought  we’d  go  out  and  find  them. 
Everybody  uses  a  gas  station.” 

LeMaster  has  led  the  church  and  its 
70  members  for  a  year.  Before  trying  the 
gasoline  ministry,  he  used  more  conven¬ 
tional  methods,  such  as  yard  signs  in  the 
neighborhood,  to  draw  visitors  to 
church. 

"There  are  a  million  things  out  there 
competing  for  people’s  time,  from  the 
television,  entertainment,  all  these  things 
out  there  in  the  modern  world,” 

LeMaster  said.  “We  need  to  do  some¬ 
thing  different  to  get  their  attention.” 

The  price  drop  did  get  the  attention  of 
Lloyd  Ford,  who  stopped  to  fill  up  when 
he  saw  the  price  sign  and  cars  lined  up  at 
the  station. 


Dr.  Christine  Sine,  an  Australian 
physician  and  consultant  in  internation¬ 
al  health  care,  will  give  the  opening 
address  at  the  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Celebration  2004  on  Friday,  Nov.  5  at  6 
p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of  First  UMC, 
Alexandria. 

Sine,  author  of  “Survival  of  the 
Fittest,”  will  speak  on  how  to  stay 
healthy  overseas,  whether  for  a  short  trip 
or  an  extended  stay. 

Rev.  Dr.  H.  Mvume  Dandala,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  South  African  Council  of 
Churches,  will  speak  during  worship 
services  later  that  evening.  Dandala  has 
earned  several  commendations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Peace  Hero  award. 

Rev.  Dan  Solomon,  resident  bishop  in 
both  the  Louisiana  and  Oklahoma 
Conferences  when  VIM  ministries  were 
begun,  will  preach  at  the  closing  wor¬ 
ship  on  Saturday,  Nov.  6  and  also  con¬ 
duct  workshops  on  “Mission 
Spirituality”  and  “Getting  Your 
Congregation  Involved  in  LAVIM.” 

Rev.  Rena  Yocom,  Louisiana’s  former 
director  of  Connectional  Ministries,  will 
lead  workshops  on  “Looking  at  the 
World  Through  Other  Eyes.”  Yocom  is 
presently  a  special  assistant  to  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day. 

Zabdiel  Arenas,  president  of  El 


Renuevo  Global  Ministries  in  Venezuela, 
will  join  Allen  Tuten  in  presenting 
Venezuela  opportunities.  El  Renuevo 
recruits  both  construction  and  medical 
boat  missions  along  the  Curas  River  and 
serves  small  indigenous  populations 
surrounding  Maripa. 

Willie  Berman,  director  ofVIM  for  the 
whole  of  Mexico,  will  lead  a  workshop 
focusing  on  LAVIM’s  numerous  mini- 
medical  and  construction  missions  to 
the  Reynos,  Mexico  area. 

Ken  Herren,  educational  director  at 
Heifer  Project  International’s  Heifer 
Ranch  in  Perryville,  Ark.,  returns  to  his 
native  Louisiana  to  inform  and  recruit 
volunteers  for  the  ranch. 

Herren  has  been  largely  responsible 
for  the  development  of  intensive  world 
microcosm  learning  opportunities  at  the 
ranch  through  the  Global  Village. 

Gwen  Redding,  director  of  UMCOR 
Sager  Brown  in  Baldwin,  will  apprise  vol¬ 
unteers  of  the  needs  and  opportunities 
at  the  depot  in  her  Saturday  workshop. 
The  Sager  Brown  depot  continues  to 
serve  the  needs  of  the  world,  with  aid  to 
victims  of  Hurricane  Charley  as  a  recent 
example. 

To  register,  or  for  more  information, 
contact  the  LAVIM  office  by  calling  (225) 
346-1646. 


'Sunday  School  -  It's  For  Life!' comes  to  N.O. 

On  Sunday,  Oct.  17,  Carol  Krau,  Beginnings  and  Sisters.” 


Director  of  Christian  Education,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  Harriett  Olson, 
Senior  Vice-President  of  Publishing  at 
The  United  Methodist  House  will  be  the 
keynote  speakers  at  Sunday  School-It’s 
for  Life!,  a  day  of  Christian  education 
training. 

Krau  and  Olson  will  share  their  vision 
of  learning,  connecting  their  vision  to  the 
“Source  of  Life,”  and  will  speak  on  real- 
life  and  life-long  learning. 

Their  message  instructs  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  ways — in  a  variety  of  settings, 
with  a  plethora  of  methods  and  all  with 
the  same  end  in  mind — to  make  disci¬ 
ples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Workshops  for  teachers  and  leaders  of 
all  ages  will  cover  topics  such  as,  “New 
and  Emerging  TYends  in  Sunday  School," 
“A  Two-way  Consultation  on  New  Youth 
Resources,”  “Starting,  Revitalizin,  and 
Leading  Adult  Sunday  School  Groups,” 
and  “Two  New  Studies  for  Adults  - 


Cokesbury  will  have  a  4,000  square 
foot  bookstore  for  this  event.  The  book¬ 
store  will  be  open  from  1-6  p.m. 

The  key  note  address  by  Krau  and 
Olson  will  begin  at  2  p.m.,  with  work¬ 
shops  following  at  3:30  p.m. 

Intrigued?  Curious?  Wondering 
whether  your  church  can  benefit  from 
this  training? 

Come  to  the  Raddison  Hotel,  1500 
Canal  St.  in  New  Orleans  on  Oct.  17  to 
hear  this  vision  and  learn  ways  to  make 
Sunday  school  an  opportunity  for  raising 
up  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

To  find  out  more  about  Sunday 
School  -  It’s  For  Life!  visit  www.sun- 
dayschool.cokesbury.com. 

This  event  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  the 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship,  and 
Cokesbury.  To  register,  contact  John  Edd 
Harper  at  (225)  346-1646  or  email 
johnedd@bellsouth.net. 


Krutz 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Young  and  old  alike  moved  earth  during  the  groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the 
sanctuary/multi-purpose  facility  at  North  Cross  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Madisonville,  above.  Young  church  members  show  off  banners  they  created,  top. 


North  Cross  breaks  ground  on  North  Shore 


On  August  22,  North  Cross  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Madisonville 
broke  ground  for  its  first  building,  a 
sanctuary/multi-purpose  facility.  At 
the  congregation’s  morning  worship 
service,  six  new  families  joined  the 
church  and  a  record  crowd  of  200 
gathered  in  anticipation  of  the  long 
awaited  event. 

Car  after  car  processed  from  the 
worship  to  the  site  of  the  new  church 
building,  where  the  large  crowd 
gathered  on  holy  ground.  Rev.  Flint 
Shea,  founding  pastor,  recalled  the 
six-year  journey  of  the  congregation 
that  is  moving  into  its  vision.  Lay 
leaders  and  youth  from  North  Cross 
shared  dreams  of  a  church  that 


“reaches  out  in  the  name  of  Christ  to 
minister  to  families  and  to  help 
those  in  need".  Even  the  children 
took  up  golden  shovels  and  turned 
over  the  dirt  where  the  new  church 
will  soon  stand. 

Peter  Gitz,  mayor  of  Madisonville, 
and  St.  Tammany  Parish  Council 
member  Marty  Dean  were  on  hand 
to  celebrate  the  beginning  of  a  new 
house  of  faith  along  Highway  21  in 
Madisonville. 

As  the  ground  was  turned,  the 
people  declared  the  words  of  the 
prophet  Nehemiah,  “I  told  them  that 
the  hand  of  my  God  had  been  gra¬ 
cious  upon  me.. .then  they  said,  ‘Let 
us  start  building!”’ 


Mt.Zion  announces  2004- 


Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Scholarship  Committee  recent¬ 
ly  announced  the  names  of  four  recipi¬ 
ents  for  collegiate  scholarships  for  2004- 
2005. 

Committee  chair  Mrs.  Hilda  Doakes 
Sills  stated  that  the  scholarships  totaled 
$5,315.00. 

Winners  included:  Carl  M.  Hender¬ 
son,  III,  sophomore  at  Dillard  University, 
$1,335.00;  Joshua  Speight,  sophomore  at 
Southern  University  and  A&M  College, 


05  scholarship  recipients 

$1,310.00;  Taneshia  Straughter,  sopho¬ 
more  atTulane  University,  $1,335.00; 
and  Kathleen  M.  Wilson,  junior  at  the 
University  of  South  Alabama,  $1,335.00. 

Through  this  medium,  the 
Scholarship  Committee  wishes  to  thank 
all  visitors  to  and  members  of  Mount 
Zion  for  their  support  Sept.  2003 
through  Aug.  2004.  Special  thanks  to  all 
those  who  have  made  contributions  by 
way  of  Scholarship  Sundays,  special  giv¬ 
ings,  and  all  other  occasions. 


During  the  month  of  July,  First  United  Methodist  Church  and  Asbury  UMC  of 
Franklin  came  together  to  hold  Vacation  Bible  School  in  the  Education  Building 
of  First  UMC.  While  carrying  out  the  theme  of  "Hero  Quest,"  the  children 
searched  and  found  heroes  from  both  the  Bible  and  in  the  world  today. 


Bogalusa  artist,  float  designer  and  wood  carver  Jan  Adams  recently  designed 
and  hewed  four  wooden  offering  plates  for  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  celebration  of  the  church's  98th  birthday.  The  congregation 
dedicated  the  plates  during  services  on  Sunday,  Aug.  29.  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Memorial  UMC  was  founded  on  Aug.  26, 1 906  at  the  Colonial  Hotel's  meeting 
room,  with  Rev.  E.  N.  Evans  as  organizer.  Rev.  Alan  Einsel  currently  serves  the  con¬ 
gregation  as  pastor. The  dedication  was  the  first  completed  project  of  a  three- 
year  celebration  leading  up  to  the  congregation's  centennial  year  in  2006.The 
four  plates  are  made  of  burl  oak  and  are  carved  with  dogwood  blooms,  the 
United  Methodist  "cross  and  flame,"  the  initials  "ESM,"  and  the  date"1906."The 
plates  are  donated  in  honor  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  F.  (Buck)  Adams  and  Adam  Branch, 
and  in  memory  of  Lonnie  T.  Walters  and  D.  Roy  Walters.  Cindy  Melancon  and 
Merlin  Duke  serve  as  co-chairs  of  the  centennial  committee. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


More  than  200  people  gathered  for  the  grand  opening  of  the  new  sanctuary  at 
Pearl  River  United  Methodist  Church  Aug.  29. The  new  structure  boasts  6,300 
square  feet  and  holds  289  people,  using  cafe-style  seating. The  facility  also  has 
full  audio-visual  capabilities  for  use  in  "blended"  worship.  Provost  Don  Cottrill 
attended  the  sanctuary's  consecration  Aug.  22. 

Pearl  River  consecrates  new  sanctuary 


More  than  200  worshippers 
attended  the  Grand  Opening  of  the 
new  sanctuary  for  Pearl  River  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 

Aug.  29.  Rev.  Tim  Smith,  pastor, 
preached  during  the  service. 

The  new  structure  boasts  6,300 
square  feet  and  holds  289  people, 
using  cafe-style  seating.  The  facility 
also  has  full  audio-visual  capabilities 
for  use  in  “blended”  worship  . 

Special  features  of  the  finished 
sanctuary  include  a  prayer  room,  a 


baptismal  pool,  a  1200  square  foot 
foyer  and  offices  for  a  full-time 
Director  of  Music. 

Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost,  spoke  at 
the  sanctuary’s  consecration  on  Aug. 
22.  During  the  service,  the  old  sanc¬ 
tuary  was  deconsecrated. 

“The  new  sanctuary  will  give  us 
opportunities  for  continued  growth 
as  we  spread  the  news  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  said  Smith.  “Over  the  past 
two  Sundays,  10  people  have  joined 
Pearl  River  UMC.” 


Centenary,  Millsaps  rank  high  among  UM  schools 


Nearly  30  United  Methodist-relat 
ed  schools  are  listed  among 
America’s  top  institutions  in  the  2005 
edition  of  U.S.  News  and  World 
Report’s  “America’s  Best  Colleges.’ 

Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C., 
tied  for  fifth  place  (with 
Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  and  Stanford 
University),  behind  Harvard, 

Princeton,  Yale  and  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  report  compared  248  nation¬ 
al  universities. 

“We’re  pleased  to  see  Duke 
ranked  once  again  in  the  top  tier  of 
national  universities  and  cited  for  so 
many  of  its  programs,”  said  Duke 
Provost  Peter  Lange.  “This  is  won¬ 
derful  recognition  for  our  faculty, 
programs  and  students,  who  are 
arriving  back  on  campus  to  begin  a 
new  semester.” 

Emory  University  in  Atlanta  is 
ranked  20th.  Other  United  Methodist 
schools  on  the  top  national  list  are 
Syracuse  (N.Y.)  University  (tied  for 
52nd);  Boston  University  (tied  for 
56th);  Southern  Methodist 
University,  Dallas  (tied  for  71st);  and 
American  University,  Washington 
(tied  for  86th). 

“Each  time  the  U.S.  News  and 
World  Report  (guide)  is  published,  I 
look  eagerly  to  see  where  the  United 
Methodist-related  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  are  fisted,  and  1  am  proud 
when  I  see  rankings  that  indicate  the 
quality  of  our  educational  institu¬ 
tions  has  improved  or  been  main¬ 
tained,”  said  Wanda  Bigham,  staff 
executive  with  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

“At  the  same  time,  I  realize  that 
academic  institudons  are  diverse,  as 
are  students,  and  that  it  is  important 
for  prospecdve  students  and  their 
families  to  sift  through  the  data  to 
determine  what’s  important  to  them 
-  small  classes,  graduation  rates,  full¬ 
time  faculty,  and  costs,  for  example.” 

The  establishment  of  schools  has 
been  part  of  the  Methodist  tradition 
since  the  earliest  days  of  the  move¬ 
ment. 

Today,  there  are  123  United 
Methodist-related  schools. 

Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  is 
the  highest-ranked  United 
Methodist-related  school  among  the 
217  U.S.  liberal  arts  institutions.  It  is 
ded  at  40di. 

United  Methodist-related 
DePauw  University,  Greencasde, 

Ind.,  is  43rd.  Other  denomination- 
related  institutions  among  the  top 
liberal  arts  schools  are  Drew 
University,  Madison,  N.J.; 
Birmingham-Southern  College, 
Birmingham,  Ala.;  Hendrix  College, 
Conway,  Ark.;  Albion  (Mich.) 

College;  Randolph-Macon  Woman’s 
College,  Lynchburg,  Va.;  Millsaps 
College,  Jackson,  Miss.;  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University,  Delaware, 

Ohio;  and  Randolph-Macon  College, 
Ashland,  Va. 

Among  universities  providing 


doctoral  degrees,  three  United 
Methodist-related  schools  rank  in 
the  top  10  of  the  Midwest:  Hamline 
University,  Saint  Paul,  Minn.  (8th); 
Baldwin-Wallace  University,  Berea, 
Ohio  (10th,  tie);  and  University  of 
Evansville,  Ind.  (10th,  tie).  Centenary 
College,  Shreveport,  La.,  ranks  11th 
in  the  South. 

In  other  primarily  undergraduate 
institutions,  three  United  Methodist- 
related  schools  were  in  the  top  10  in 
the  South:  LaGrange  (Ga.)  College 
(7th);  Claflin  University,  Orangeburg, 
S.C.  (9th,  three-way  tie);  and  Florida 
Southern  College,  Lakeland,  Fla. 

(9th,  three-way  tie). 

Three  United  Methodist-related 
schools  were  in  the  Midwest  top  10: 
Ohio  Northern  University,  Ada,  Ohio 
(5th,  tie);  Otterbein  College, 
Westerville,  Ohio  (5th,  tie);  and 
Simpson  College,  Indianola,  Iowa 
(8th,  tie).  In  the  West,  United 
Methodist-related  Rocky  Mountain 
College,  Billings,  Mont.,  was  ranked 
9th.  McMurry  University,  Abilene, 
Texas,  was  11th. 

There  were  324  schools  ranked 
within  four  regions. 

Duke  University  (8th)  and  Emory 
(27th)  were  also  listed  as  best  values 
among  national  universities. 

“We’re  also  pleased  that  Duke  is 
ranked  highly  in  the  ‘great  schools, 
great  prices’  category,  which  reflects 
our  commitment  to  providing  finan¬ 
cial  aid  at  a  level  fully  to  meet  the 
student’s  need  and  thereby  making 
Duke  affordable  to  students  of  all 
backgrounds,"  Lange  added. 

Bigham  said  students  can  attend 
a  United  Methodist-related  college 
at  no  greater  cost  than  state-sup¬ 
ported  institutions. 

“This  is  true  because  of  the  fact 
that  many,  in  fact  most,  institutions 
not  only  have  endowments  as  well 
as  state/federal  grants  and  scholar¬ 
ships;  they  also  provide  other  insti¬ 
tutional  aid  for  students  who  have 
need  or  great  merit,”  she  said. 

“I  guess  the  point  I  want  to  make 
is  that  the  United  Methodist-related 
colleges  are  a  ‘good  deal.’  The  tuition 
figure  is  a  sticker  price  and  not  a  true 
reflection  of  the  cost.” 

Both  Bigham  and  Lange  stress 
that  surveys  and  rankings  don’t  tell 
the  whole  picture  when  it  comes  to 
choosing  the  right  school. 

“As  much  as  we  welcome  such 
news,  we  recognize  the  limitations  of 
these  kinds  of  surveys  and  urge  high 
school  students  and  their  families  to 
use  them  as  only  one  factor  in  decid¬ 
ing  where  to  apply  to  college,”  Lange 
said. 

“So  much  about  a  university 
experience  is  difficult  to  quantify, 
and  every  student  needs  to  decide 
which  university  is  right  for  him  or 
her.” 

For  more  information  on  United 
Methodist-related  schools  contact 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  615-340-7048,  P.O.  Box 
340007,  Nashville,  TN  37203;  Web 
site,  www.gbhem.org. 
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Bylaws  of  the  Board 

ARTICLE  I 

NAME 

The  name  of  the  organization  shall  be 
The  Board  of  Laity,  Louisiana 
Conference,  The  United  Methodist 
church.  This  Body  shall  be  organized  in 
accordance  with  the  current  Book  of 
Discipline.  * 

ARTICLE  II 

HEADQUARTERS 

The  Board  of  Laity  headquarters  will 
be  the  Louisiana  Conference  Office;  527 
North  Boulevard;  Baton  Rouge, 

Louisiana  70802-5720;  225-346-1646 
(telephone). 


ARTICLE  III 

PURPOSES  AND  OBJECTIVES 

The  purpose  and  objectives  of  the 
Board  of  Laity  shall  be: 

A.  To  interpret  and  spread  through 
the  Church  all  the  rich  meanings  of  the 
Universal  priesthood  of  believers,  of 
Christian  vocation,  and  of  the  ministry 
of  the  laity  in  daily  life. .  ..The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  the  responsibility 
of  training  and  enabling  the  laos-the 
whole  body  of  its  membership-to  enter 
into  mission  and  to  minister  and  witness 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Head  of 
the  Church.  (Par.l  1 15,  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  2000.) 

B.  To  foster  an  awareness  of  the 
importance  of  the  role  of  the  laity  within 
the  local  congregation  and  through 
opportunities  for  ministries  to  make 
Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world 
through  example  and  work  in  the  home, 
workplace,  and  community.  To  develop 
and  promote  programs  that  promote  a 
greater  understanding  of  the  theological 
and  biblical  basis  for  leading  a  Christian 
lay  life  and  working  with  the  congrega¬ 
tions  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

C.  To  work  alongside  the  Conference 
Connectional  Ministries  to  develop  and 
promote  stewardship  of  time,  talent,  and 
possessions  among  the  lay  people  of  the 
local  congregations  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  To  assist  the  Annual 
Conference  in  the  mission  of  raising  up 
spiritual  leaders. 

’This  document  was  proposed  in 
accordance  with  Par.  603  (b)  and  Par.  629 
of  the  2000  Book  of  Discipline. 

D.  To  provide  training  for  lay  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  local  congregations  to 
become  more  effective  ministers  and 
witnesses,  and  to  support  and  direct  the 
ministry  of  the  laity  on  the  local,  district, 
and  conference  levels  and  to  promote 
the  observance  of  Laity  Sunday. 

E.  To  identify,  organize,  train,  and 
support  leaders  in  the  local  churches.  To 
structure  and  promote  an  effective  and 
powerful  lay  speaking  ministry  to  enable 
lay  witness  in  encouraging  and  promot¬ 
ing  the  making  of  disciples  of  Jesus 


of  Laity,  Louisiana  Conference, The  United  Methodist  Church 


Christ  and  fulfilling  the  mission  of  the 
Church. 

ARTICLE  IV 

MEMBERSHIP 

The  following  membership  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  is  recom¬ 
mended; 

A.  The  Conference  Lay  Leader 

B.  The  presiding  Bishop  or  his/her 
disignee 

C.  The  Associate  Conference  Lay 
Leader 

D.  The  Conference  director  of  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries 

E.  The  president  of  the  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women  (UMW) 

F.  The  president  of  the  Conference 
United  Methodist  Men  (UMM) 

G.  The  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Young  Council  (UMYC) 

H.  The  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Young  Adults  (UMYA) 

I.  The  District  Lay  Leaders,  who  shall 
be  nominated  by  their  respective  district 
nominating  committees,  or  its  counter¬ 
part,  and  elected  according  to  tire  dis¬ 
trict  election  process. 

J.  At  least  one  (1)  layman,  at  least 
one  (1)  laywoman,  one  (1)  youth,  and 
one  (1)  young  adult. 

K.  A  District  Superintendent  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Cabinet  serves  as 
Cabinet  liaison. 

L.  The  immediate  past  Conference 
Lay  Leader 

M.  The  following  shall  serve  as  hon¬ 
orary  members  without  vote;  All  former 
Conference  Lay  Leaders,  all  lay  delegates 
to  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  not  already  serving  by  elec¬ 
tion  or  by  virtue  of  their  offices  held. 

N.  At  one  meeting  per  year,  which 
shall  be  the  Laity  Session  of  the  Annual 
Conference,  all  lay  delegates  to  the 
Annual  Conference  shall  be  considered- 
members  and  shall  have  voting  rights  on 
all  matters  that  may  come  before  the 
Conference  Board  of  Laity. 

ARTICLE  V 

ORGANIZATION  AND  ELECTION 

The  officers  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Laity  shall  be: 

A.  A  Chairperson,  who  shall  be  the 
Conference  Lay  Leader 

B.  An  Associate  Lay  Leader 

C.  A  Secretary 

D.  A  Treasurer 


E.  The  committee  chairperson, 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund 

F.  The  chairperson,  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Organization 

G.  The  chairperson,  Conference  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries 

H.  The  Conference  Director,  1000 
Club 

I.  The  Chairperson,  Nominating 
Committee,  elected  by  the  Nominating 
Committee  at  their  first  meeting. 

J.  A  Cabinet  Liaison 

Election  of  officers 

The  officers,  other  than  the  chairper¬ 
son,  shall  be  elected  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  Board  in  the  first  year  of  the 
Quadrennium.  In  the  event  the  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Board  is  unable  to  com¬ 
plete  his  or  her  term  of  office,  the 
Annual  Conference  elects  a  new 
Conference  Lay  Leader.  In  the  event  the 
Secretary  or  Associate  Lay  Leader  of  the 
Board  is  unable  to  complete  his  or  her 
term  of  office,  the  chairperson  of  the 
Board  shall  appoint  an  individual  to  fill 
the  vacant  position  until  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Board,  at  which  time  a  new 
Secretary  or  Associate  Lay  Leader,  as 
appropriate,  shall  be  elected. 

ARTICLE  VI 

COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

There  shall  be  a  Committee  on 
Nominations  to  nominate  to  member¬ 
ship  on  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  all 
persons  not  serving  by  virtue  of  their 
other  conference  or  district  office.  The 
nominating  committee  shall: 

A.  Be  comprised  of  the  District  Lay 
Leaders,  the  Conference  UMM  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Conference  UMW  president, 
the  Conference  UMYC  president,  and 
the  UMYA  president. 

B.  Meet  at  the  call  of  the  Conference 
Lay  Leader  and  as  its  first  order  of  busi¬ 
ness  shall  be  to  elect  a  chairperson,  who 
may  be  the  Conference  Lay  Leader,  and 
a  secretary  who  shall  make  accurate 
records  of  all  nominations.  The  chair¬ 
person  of  the  nominating  committee 
shall  have  the  responsibility  of  making 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  to  the  Annual  Conference 
at  the  designated  time  and  shall  submit 
the  report  to  Conference  Headquarters 
at  a  time  to  ensure  that  it  is  published  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Report  as  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Laity. 

C.  Exercise  all  diligence  to  ensure 
that  all  who  desire  to  serve  are  given  the 
opportunity  to  serve.  Sensitivity  must  be 
exercised  to  ensure  representation  of  all 
districts;  all  ethnic  groups;  and  men, 
women,  youth,  young  adult,  and  seniors. 


ARTICLE  VII 

OFFICERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  OFFI¬ 
CERS 

The  Conference  Board  of  Laity  shall 
have  the  officers  stipulated  in  this 
Article,  but  shall  not  be  limited  to  those 
officers  and  may  create  other  positions 
as  the  need  arises  and  elect  officers  to  fill 
those  positions.  Those  offices  may  be 
created  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  Board 
of  Laity  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting 
and  will  be  added  to  this  session  with 
job  descriptions  at  the  time  of  their  cre¬ 
ation  and  election. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Board 
of  Laity  shall  be: 

Chairperson:  The  Conference  Lay 
Leader  shall  serve  as  chairperson  and 
shall  preside  at  all  meetings,  regular  or 
special,  and  is  charged  with  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  making  the  laity  aware  of  their 
roles  in  achieving  the  mission  of  the 
church.  He/she  will  represent  the  Board 
of  Laity  on  other  conference  boards  and 
agencies  as  determined  by  the  Book  of 
Discipline  and  conference  rules. 

The  Conference  Lay  Leader  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  submission  of  an  annual 
budget,  approved  by  the  Board  of  Laity, 
to  the  Conference  Connectional 
Ministries. 

The  Conference  Lay  Leader  shall 
present  a  written  report  annually  to  the 
Board  of  Laity  in  time  for  inclusion  in 
the  Pre-Conference  Journal  and  to  the 
Annual  Conference. 

The  Conference  Lay  Leader  shall  be 
seated  in  the  annual  Conference  as  a 
voting  member  and  shall  be  an  ex-offi¬ 
cio  member  of  all  committees  except 
nominations. 

The  Conference  Lay  Leader  may 
appoint  members  to  committees  and/or 
task  forces  necessary  for  Board  of  Laity 
Programs,  subject  to  ratification  of  such 
appointments,  by  the  Board  of  Laity.  As 
a  method  of  inclusiveness  and  in  an 
effort  to  create  more  involvement  of  the 
laity  in  the  mission  of  the  church,  the 
persons  appointed  to  committees  or 
task  forces  need  not  necessarily  be 
members  of  the  Board  of  Laity. 

The  Conference  Lay  Leader  may, 
from  time  to  time,  have  other  responsi¬ 
bilities  as  provided  by  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  the  Annual  Conference,  or 
the  Conference  Board  of  Laity. 

Vice-Chairperson:  The  Associate  Lay 
Leader  shall  serve  as  vice-chairperson  of 
the 

Board  of  Laity  and  shall  act  in  the 
absence  of  the  Conference  Lay  Leader  to 
perform  all  the  duties  previously 
assigned  to  the  Conference  Lay  Leader. 
In  the  event  of  the  death  or  incapacita¬ 
tion  of  the  Conference  Lay  Leader,  the 
Associate  Lay  Leader  shall  act  as  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Board  of  Laity  and  as 
Conference  Lay  Leader  until  such  time 
as  the  Conference  Lay  Leader  is  capable 
of  resuming  his/her  duties  or  until  an 
election  is  held  at  the  next  regular  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

The  Conference  Lay  Leader  shall 

See  Bylaws,  page  7 
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Bylaws, 


from  page  6 


assign  the  Associate  Lay  Leader  specific 
tasks  and  responsibilities. 


Secretary:  The  secretary  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Laity  shall  keep  up 
to  date  minutes  of  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  laity  and  mail  copies  of  these 
minutes  to  ail  member  of  the  Board  of 
Laity  for  review  at  least  two  weeks  prior 
to  the  next  meeting.  Copies  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  minutes  should  also  be  forwarded  to 
the  Conference  Connectional  Ministry 
and  to  the  District  Superintendents. 


Treasurer:  The  treasurer  shall  keep 
separate  and  accurate  records  of  all 
Board  of  Laity  funds  such  as  operating 
funds,  scholarship  funds,  etc.  He/she 
shall  maintain  an  accurate  record  of  all 
expenditures  of  such  funds.  The  treasur¬ 
er  shall  prepare  written  reports  quarterly 
and  annually  for  the  Board  of  Laity  on 
the  status  of  each  fund.  Deposits 
exceeding  the  FDIC  insurance  limit  will 
not  be  made  in  the  same  financial  insti¬ 
tution.  The  treasurer  shall  be  bonded 
and  shall  arrange  an  annual  audit  of  the 
Board  of  Laity  and  1000  Club  finances  by 
a  licensed  Certified  Public  Accountant 
(CPA)  prior  to  February  1st  of  each  year. 


Conference  Director  of  the  1000  Club: 
The  duties  of  the  director  will  be  those 
assigned  by  the  Bylaws  of  the  1000  Club 
and  shall  include  submitting  reports  and 
recommendations  of  the  Board  of  Laity. 
Copies  of  the  1000  Club  Bylaws  are 
attached  hereto. 

Committee  Chairperson  of  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
Fund:  The  duties  of  the  chairperson 
shall  be  to  receive  applications  for  schol¬ 
arship  monies,  meet  with  district  rep¬ 
resentatives  as  needed,  and  perform 


other  functions  as  the  scholarship  com¬ 
mittee  may  determine.  The  chairperson 
shall  submit  reports  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  to  the  Board  of  Laity.  Copies  of  the 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny  Scholarship 
policies  will  be  attached  hereto. 

Conference  Chairperson  of  Lay 
Speaking  Ministries:  The  duties  of  the 
chairperson  shall  be  to  organize  and 
provide  resources  for  the  lay  speaking 
program  as  set  forth  in  the  current  Book 
of  Discipline.  She/he  shall  assist  the  dis¬ 
trict  chairperson  of  lay  speaking  in 
recruiting  and  training  of  lay  speakers. 
He  /she  shall  evaluate  all  lay  speaking 
courses,  and  assure  compliance  with  the 
Book  of  Discipline  regarding  certifica¬ 
tion  and  re-certification  of  lay  speakers. 

Additionally,  she/he  shall  work  to 
recruit  and  train  teachers  and/or  leaders 
to  teach  lay  speakers. 

He/ she  shall  develop  a  list  of  all  certi¬ 
fied  lay  speakers  and  see  that  copies  of 
the  list  are  updated  and  distributed  to 
the  District  Superintendents. 

Chairperson  of  Rules  and 
Organization:  The  duties  of  the  chair¬ 
person  are  to  interpret  the  Book  of 
Discipline  as  it  pertains  to  the  Board  of 
Laity:  to  keep  the  Board  of  Laity  Bylaws 
and  Constitution;  to  inform  all  Board  of 
Laity  agencies  of  any  changes  that  may 
be  made;  and  to  act  as  parliamentarian 
for  Board  of  Laity  meetings.  Unless 
other  specified,  Robert’s  Rules  of  Order, 
will  prevail. 

ARTICLE  VIII 

DISTRICT  LAY  LEADERS 

District  Lay  Leaders  shall  be  elected 
by  the  district  conference  upon  recom¬ 


mendation  of  the  District  Nominating 
Committee  of  the  District  Board  of  Laity. 
In  the  event  no  district  conference  is 
held,  the  name  of  the  nominee  shall  be 
presented  to  the  District  Ministry  Team 
by  the  District  Board  of  Laity 
Nominating  Committee.  In  the  event  no 
District  Board  of  Laity  Nominating 
Committee  is  formed,  the  District  Lay 
Leader  shall  be  nominated  and  or  elect¬ 
ed  by  the  District  Ministry  Team. 

Every  effort  should  be  made,  as  much 
as  practicable,  to  have  each  District 
Board  of  Laity  operated  in  confluence 
with  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity.  In 
all  cases,  the  District  Board  of  Laity  must 
conform  itself  to  the  guidelines  of  the 
current  Book  of  Discipline  under  the 
leadership  of  the  District  Lay  Leader  and 
the  District  Superintendent. 

ARTICLE  IX 

TERMS  OF  MEMBERSHIP 

The  terms  of  office  for  all  members  of 
the  Conference  Board  of  Laity  shall  be 
for  four  (4)  years  and  the  election  of  all 
members  shall  coincide  with  the  elec¬ 
tion  and  terms  of  all  other  conference 
boards  an  agencies.  The  members  may 
serve  a  maximum  of  four  (4)  years.  Any 
member  who  becomes  a  member  or 
officer  of  the  Board  of  Laity  to  fill  out  an 
unexpired  term  may  only  serve  the 
remainder  of  that  term.  In  accordance 
with  conference  rules  and  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  all  elected  Board  of  Laity 
members  and  officers  assume  office  at 
the  end  of  Annual  Conference. 

ARTICLE  X 

MEETINGS 

The  Conference  Board  of  Laity  shall 


be  called  into  session  at  such  times  and 
places  as  selected  by  the  Conference  Lay 
Leader.  The  Conference  Board  of  Laity 
shall  meet  not  less  than  twice  annually, 
not  including  the  Laity  Session  at 
Annual  Conference.  Special  meetings 
may  be  called  a  needed  by  the 
Conference  Lay  Leader.  Any  member 
may  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  full 
Board  of  Laity  by  obtaining  a  majority 
vote  of  the  Board  by  ballot.  The  call 
must  specify  the  reason  for  the  call. 

ARTICLE  XI 

REVISIONS 

These  by-laws  may  be  revised  by  a 
2/3  vote  of  the  members  present  and 
voting  at  any  full  membership  meeting 
of  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity.  Any 
revisions  must  be  presented  to  the  full 
membership  not  less  than  30  days  prior 
to  the  meeting  at  which  such  revisions 
are  to  be  considered.  All  revisions  must 
be  ratified  by  the  majority  vote  of  the 
Annual  Conference  and  published  in  the 
official  journal.  All  revisions  must  be 
filed  in  writing  as  part  of  the  Conference 
Lay  Leader’s  annual  report. 

ARTICLE  XII 

MISCELLANEOUS 

No  program  requiring  the  raising  of 
funds  may  be  instituted  without  prior 
approval  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

These  bylaws  are  effective  when 
adopted  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  * 


*  Revised  July  31,  2004 


Foundation  hosts  stewardship  workshops  featuring  noted  church  consultant  Herb  Miller 


Churches  that  use  the  Consecration 
Sunday  program  exactly  as  written  and 
developed  are  experiencing  extraordi¬ 
nary  growth  and  giving  in  their  congre¬ 
gations.  This  was  the  message  delivered 
by  noted  church  consultant  Herb  Miller 
at  two  stewardship  workshops  in  August 
hosted  by  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana. 

"Consecration  Sunday  is  one  of  the 
most  effective,  theologically  sound, 
canned  methods  for  successful  fundrais¬ 
ing  campaigns  for  churches,”  said  Dr. 
Michael  Reeves,  President  of  the 
Foundation  and  seasoned  church  cam¬ 
paign  leader. 

Approximately  500  pastors,  finance 
chairmen  and  other  local  church  stew¬ 
ardship  leaders  represented  100  church¬ 
es  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  at 
the  two  workshops,  held  at  First  Bossier 
UMC  in  Bossier  City  on  August  14  and  at 
University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
August  21. 

“We  are  pleased  to  continue  to  pro¬ 
vide  high  quality  continuing  educational 
opportunities  in  matters  of  faith  and 
money  for  the  lay  and  clergy  leaders  of 
our  Conference.  It  is  especially  gratifying 
to  have  such  a  substantial  response,” 
said  Reeves. 

The  workshops  addressed  effective 
year-round  stewardship  education,  how 


to  conduct  the  new  Consecration  Sunday 
Stewardship  Program,  and  factors  that 
motivate  people  to  give  to  churches. 
Miller  gave  pastors  and  stewardship  lay 
leaders  practical  “how-to”  insights,  ideas 
and  methods  that  maximize  financial 
stewardship  in  congregations,  distin¬ 
guishing  between  fundraising  and  stew¬ 
ardship  as  a  dimension  of  discipleship. 

Veterans  of  the  Consecration  Sunday 
program  were  on  hand  to  give  testimony 
to  the  success  of  Miller’s  program.  At  the 
Bossier  workshop,  Rev.  Ralph  Ford  of 
First  Pineville  UMC  and  Rev.  Irvin 
Boudreaux  of  First-Grand  Cane, 
Mansfield  gave  testimonies  of  their  suc¬ 
cess  with  the  program.  At  the  Baton 
Rouge  workshop,  Rev.  Doug 
deGraffenried  of  First  Lake  Charles  UMC 
and  Rev.  Andy  Goff  of  Wesley  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  explained  how  the  pro¬ 
gram  maximized  stewardship  among 
their  congregations. 

Located  in  Baton  Rouge,  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  was 
founded  in  1975  and  serves  United 
Methodist  churches,  institutions  and 
individuals  within  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  providing  financial  manage¬ 
ment,  consultation  and  education,  loans 
and  grants.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  United 
Methodist  Foundations,  with  over  $83 
million  in  assets. 


Noted  church  consultant  Herb  Miller  speaks  to  a  full  house  at  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation's  Stewardship  Lifters  Workshop  at  University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Approximately  500  pastors  and  lay  leaders  attended  the  workshops  on  August  14  and 
August  21  in  Bossier  City  and  Baton  Rouge. 
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Participants  chat  at  the  Church  Leaders  Summit  for  Pastors  and  Laity  of 
African  American  Churches  in  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Aug.  26-28  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  top.  Above,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson 
visits  with  summit  attendees. 


African-American  Summit  draws  more  than  300 


More  than  300  clergy  and  laity 
recently  attended  the  Church  Leaders 
Summit  for  Pastors  and  Laity  of 
African  American  Churches  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  The 
summit  was  held  Aug.  26-28  at  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Keynote  speakers  included  Dr. 
Vance  Ross,  Dr.  Sherry  Townsend 
Daniels  and  Dr.  Rodney  Smothers. 

On  Saturday,  participants  construct¬ 
ed  a  “covenant”  or  blueprint  for 
churches  to  carry  back  to  their  con¬ 
gregations.  The  event  ended  with 
Holy  Communion  and  a  sending 
forth. 

“The  key  concept  that  partici¬ 
pants  walked  away  with  is  the  idea 
that  church  health  is  as  important  as 
church  growth.  Regardless  of  the 
number  of  persons  in  your  church, 
you  can  still  have  a  big  missional 
effort  and  make  a  big  impact  in  the 


lives  of  other,"  said  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  director  of  Special 
Ministries  for  the  annual  conference. 

One  participant  wrote  in  her  eval¬ 
uation  that  “our  60-member  church 
can  do  a  number  of  ministries  in  the 
community.” 

Clergy  and  laity  learned  the 
importance  of  conducting  church 
ministry  audits  and  developing 
strategic  ministry  action  plans. 
“These  audits  help  churches  to  target 
their  audience  based  upon 
demograhics  and  trends,”  said 
Campbell. 

Participants  in  the  summit  joined 
various  work  teams.  An  assessment 
team  will  be  trained  to  conduct  min¬ 
istry  audits  for  other  churches.  Other 
work  teams  will  focusing  on  estab¬ 
lishing  email  networks,  increasing 
the  use  of  media  for  training,  and 
restoring  churches  in  need  of  repair. 


Rev.  Kenneth  Mack  Graham,  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  LaPlace, 
was  awarded  the  John  Wesley  Fellow  Award  June  6  during  Sunday  morning  serv¬ 
ices.  Above,  Graham  is  surrounded  by  the  boys  and  men  of  his  congregation  in 
“hands  on"  prayer  for  their  pastor. 


Musician  Accompanist 

The  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  seeks  to  employ  a  Musician  Accompanist.  This 
person  must  demonstrate  proficiency  in  reading  music  and  play¬ 
ing  the  piano  and  organ.  Interested  persons  should  mail  current 
resumes  to  the  attention  of  the  PPR  Committee  chairperson  at:  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church,  627  Glen  Oaks  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70811.  For  additional  information,  please  call  (225)  357-6150. 


Can  1  Use 
Life  Insurance 
to  Help  My  Church? 


YESI 


Using  life  insurance  to  help  my  church  is: 


Simple  to  understand.  After  my  lifetime,  my  church  and 
family  will  receive  the  proceeds. 

Cost  Effective.  I  can  use  a  paid-up  policy,  one  already  in 
my  budget  or  a  new  one.  f  Longer  life  expectancies  have 
reduced  many  premiums.) 

Easy  to  do.  Just  add  my  church  to  the  beneficiary  clause. 

Flexible.  I  can  leave  a  tithe  to  my  church  or  several  favor¬ 
ite  charities,  with  the  balance  to  my  family. 


For  more  information  on  how  you  can  benefit 
by  using  life  insurance  creatively,  contact: 


dr 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 
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$337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  7HW 
225346.1535 

www.umf.org 


Flood  buckets  needed 

The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  is  asking  United  Methodists 
to  help  replenish  its  waning  supply  of 
flood  buckets.  The  buckets  have  been 
exhausted  due  to  major  shipments  to 
the  state  of  Florida,  which  recendy 
suffered  die  devastation  of 
Hurricanes  Frances  and  Charley. 

“Since  we  in  Louisiana  have  been 
so  blessed  in  largely  avoiding  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  recent  hurricanes,  let’s 
work  extra  hard  to  help  our  stricken 
neighbors  to  die  east,”  said  Provost 
Don  Cottrill. 

Buckets  are  also  needed  for 
cleanup  after  Hurricane  Ivan,  a  cate¬ 
gory  four  storm  that  affected  the  Gulf 
Coast  last  week  from  the  eastern  tip  of 
Louisiana  to  the  middle  part  of 
Florida’s  “panhandle.” 

“We  encourage  all  congregations  in 
the  annual  conference  to  institute  a 
drive  to  gather  materials,  and  perhaps 
to  assemble  complete  buckets. 
Churches  can  even  just  collect  one 
item;  everything  is  needed  and  any¬ 
thing  given  will  be  helpful,"  said  Rev. 
Larry  Norman,  director  of  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission. 

Norman  indicated  that  construc¬ 
tion  crews  will  not  be  sent  to  affected 
areas  until  assessments  have  been 
made,  FEMA  applications  have  been 

See  Flood  Buckets,  page  8 
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Terrible  Ivan 


Largely  spared  the  storm, 
La.  churches  aid  evacuees 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

(UMNS)  -  As  a  steady  stream  of  heavy  traf¬ 
fic  moved  west  and  north  along  Louisiana’s 
interstate  highways  and  major  arteries,  United 
Methodist  churches  and  institutions  through¬ 
out  Louisiana  offered  shelter  to  evacuees  from 
Hurricane  Ivan. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Center,  located 
in  the  middle  of  the  state  in  Woodworth, 
received  several  hundred  people  Sept.  14-15 
escaping  the  wrath  of  the  category  4  storm. 

“Our  West  Lodge  is  full,  and  the  East  Lodge 
is  filling  up.  Once  those  spaces  are  gone,  our 
plan  is  to  open  up  meeting  rooms  to  serve  as 
a  general  shelter,”  said  Annette  McCreery, 
comptroller  for  the  conference  center  during 
the  evacuation. 

“People  have  arrived  from  New  Orleans, 
Covington,  Slidell  and  Mand eville,”  she  said. 
“The  drives  have  been  hard  and  long  for  most. 
One  phone  message  left  on  our  machine  at  1 
this  morning  indicated  the  travelers  had  just 
spent  10  hours  driving  from  New  Orleans  to 
Baton  Rouge,  a  drive  that  usually  only  takes 
an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half.” 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria  serves  as  an  official  Red  Cross  shel¬ 
ter  in  times  of  emergency.  Rev.  Thomas 
Dunbar,  senior  pastor,  said  the  church  is  rated 
as  a  shelter  for  150  people  and  that  a  “full 
house”  was  expected. 

The  church’s  fellowship  center,  a  gymnasi¬ 
um  and  all  large  meeting  rooms  housed  evac¬ 
uees.  Showers  and  a  full  kitchen  helped  pro¬ 
vide  necessary  comforts  to  those  being  shel¬ 
tered. 

“We  hosted  a  Red  Cross  training  earlier  this 
year,  where  church  members  were  officially 
prepared  to  volunteer  during  hurricane  sea¬ 
son.  There  are  around  30  of  us  that  are  certi- 

See  Evacuation,  page  3 

Traffic  is  thick  on  Interstate  1 0  in  Lake  Charles  as 
people  head  home  after  Hurricane  Ivan,  top.  A 
helicopter  delivers  evacuated  patients  to  Lake 
Charles  Memorial  Hospital,  above.  Beds  await 
evacuees  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles,  left.  Photo  top  by  Ken  Shearman/American 
Press.  Others  by  David  DeWitt. 


area  United  Methodist  churches  in  time  of  need 


'Strangers  welcomed' at 

With  the  approach  of  Hurricane 
Ivan,  several  hospitals  in  Southeast 
Louisiana  enacted  their  Disaster  Plans 
for  evacuation  of  special  needs 
patients.  These  patients  are  those  who 
could  not  be  discharged  to  home.  On 
Tuesday,  September  14,  Lake  Charles 
Memorial  Hospital  (LCMH)  received 


calls  from  these  hospitals  searching  for 
a  place  to  transfer  critical  care  and 
medical/surgical  patients.  The  hospi¬ 
tal  agreed  to  receive  90  of  these 
patients. 

As  Lake  Charles  Memorial  enacted 
their  Disaster  Plans,  part  of  that  plan 
included  taking  care  of  families  who 


might  be  accompanying  these 
patients.  The  Lake  Charles  Bureau  of 
Visitors  and  Conventions  had  already 
announced  that  all  hotels  in  the  cities 
of  Lake  Charles  and  Sulphur  were 
booked  with  persons  fleeing  from  the 

See  Hospitals,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Three  Mythical  Churches 


I  am  a  person  of  strange  dreams! 
Almost  every  night  my  mind  races 
through  strange  countryside,  among 
unidentifiable  buddings,  and  conjures 
up  mystifying  situations  with  many 
persons  I  know  and  have  known 
throughout  my  life.  When  I  finally 
come  fully  awake  in  the  morning,  I  try 
and  fit  together  the  pieces  that  might 
have  provoked  such  bizarre  and  crazy 
situations.  Sometimes  I  can  identify 
the  thought  process,  or  the  incident 
that  has  happened  just  recently  that 
would  feed  my  subconscious  with 
thoughts  beyond  reality.  At  other 
times  none  of  it  makes  sense.  And 
most  of  the  time  it  is  all  forgotten 
beyond  that  fuzzy  interlude  between 
sleep  and  total  awareness.  But  even 
though  I  can’t  remember  the  detads,  I 
remember  just  enough  that  I  just 
shake  my  head  in  wonderment! 

Then  there  are  the  other  mornings 
when  I  come  fudy  awake  and  the 
dream  is  stdl  very  much  with  me.  I 
can  describe  it  in  detad  (which  I  often 
do  to  Kay)  and  then  I  play  it  over  and 
over  in  my  mind  for  the  next  several 
hours.  If  I  can  remember  it  wed 
enough,  the  ddemma  is  with  me  to 
decide  when  to  tell  it,  or  whether  to 
ted  it  at  ad.  I  was  taught  from  an  early 
age  that  if  you  want  the  dream  to 
come  true  you  wait  until  after  break¬ 
fast  to  divulge  it.  If  you  want  it  to  be 
nullified,  you  ted  it  before  breakfast 
begins! 

I  had  such  a  dream  this  past  week¬ 
end  on  the  night  before  the 
Conference-wide  "Come  and  See" 
event  for  our  new  church  transforma¬ 
tion  process,  “Churchanew.com”.  I 
shared  it  with  the  140+  participants 
from  across  our  Conference  who  had 
come  to  the  Conference  Center  to  talk 
about  transformation  of  their  local 
church.  I  told  them  they  would  see  it 
in  print  soon.  So,  here  it  is!  Judge  for 
yourselves  what  this  dream  might  be 
saying. 

I  dreamed  the  Cabinet  was  meeting. 
We  were  in  a  serious  discussion  about 
some  of  our  churches  in  Louisiana. 

The  churches  we  discussed  were  close 
to  death  and  our  ddemma  was 
whether  to  recommend  their  closure 
or  not.  (We  had  just  finished  a  Cabinet 
meeting  that  week  in  which  we  had 
that  very  discussion  about  three  very 
REAL  churches  in  our  Conference!  In 
fact  I  had  a  dream  that  night  also  and 
the  gist  of  that  was  a  question  that 
stuck  in  my  mind  for  the  rest  of  that 
week,  “Why  would  anyone  ever  want 
to  be  a  United  Methodist?”  It  wasn’t  a 
question  of  worthiness  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation,  but  whether  we  can  ted  any¬ 
one  enough  about  our  church  that 
they  would  want  to  join  us  and  wor¬ 
ship  God  alongside  and  with  us?  But, 
that’s  another  story  for  another  time!) 
We  agonized  over  the  decision  and 
were  in  tears  as  we  finally  made  the 


decision  that  we 
should  close  them. 

When  I  awak¬ 
ened,  and  as  I  did 
my  morning  walk 
just  before  die 
“Come  and  See” 
event  started,  the 
names  of  the  three 
churches  were  alive 
in  my  thoughts  and 
started  my  mind  to 
churning.  The 
names  of  the  churches  were  -  HORI¬ 
ZON  United  Methodist  Church,  MYS¬ 
TICAL  United  Methodist  Church  and 
DESTINY  United  Methodist  Church. 

Aren’t  those  unique  names? 

Horizon,  Mystical  and  Destiny.  I  had  a 
field  day  with  those.  What  was  the 
Maker  of  Dreams  trying  to  say  to  me  in 
those  names?  They  have  to  have  a 
meaning. 

Over  the  next  few  issues  of 
Louisiana  Now!  I  want  to  share  with 
you  some  expanded  thoughts  about 
what  I  am  learning  about  those  three 
mythical  churches.  But  let  me  do  a 
quick  sketch  here  just  to  get  you  to 
thinking  with  me. 

HORIZON  -  It  was  a  church  that 
began  with  a  great  vision  of  who  it 
was.  The  horizon  was  not  a  limiting 
factor  in  the  beginning.  In  fact,  the 
church  wanted  to  move  “out  there” 
into  the  broad  expanse  of  God’s  mes¬ 
sage  and  world.  There  was  only  one 
problem.  They  were  so  happy  with 
who  they  were  and  where  they  started, 
that  they  didn’t  want  to  move  from 
their  place  of  beginning.  And  when 
one  never  moves  from  where  one 
begins  the  horizon  always  remains  the 
same!  There  is  never  any  forward 
growth. 

MYSTICAL  -  Mystical  also  had  a 
great  beginning.  But  who  they  were 
and  why  they  existed  always  remained 
somewhat  of  a  mystery.  There  was 
never  any  defined  direction  or  mis¬ 
sion.  If  you  asked  Mystical  what  they 
were  about,  they  just  stared  at  you 
with  a  queried  look.  Their  purpose 
was  an  unknown. 

DESTINY -Unlike  Mystical,  Destiny 
had  a  very  definite  idea  of  who  they 
were.  They  had  one  destiny  and  only 
one.  If  you  didn’t  fit  into  their  mold 
you  were  quickly  made  aware  and 
then  shunned  from  significant  conver¬ 
sation  and  involvement.  You  needed 
to  think  like  them,  look  like  them,  and 
act  like  them.  They  had  the  answer  to 
the  question  of  life.  It  was  just  a  ques¬ 
tion  no  one  was  asking. 

What  about  these  churches?  They 
really  aren’t  as  far  from  reality  as  we 
might  wish.  I’ll  try  and  “make  them 
real”  in  the  next  issues.  See  you  on  the 
journey  through  my  dreams! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Program  to  highlight  Sunday  school  trends 


In  addition  to  hearing  a  vision  on 
how  Sunday  school  can  be  life-giving 
and  lifelong,  there  are  four  workshop 
opportunities  for  teachers,  leaders, 
and  pastors  offered  at  the  Sunday 
School-It’s  for  Life!  event  slated  for 
Oct.  17  at  the  Radisson  Hotel  in  New 
Orleans. 

Following  the  2  p.m.  keynote 
address  by  Carol  Krau  and  Harriett 
Olson,  the  following  workshops  will 
be  offered: 

“New  and  Emerging  Trends  in 
Children’s  Sunday  School,”  led  by 
Daphna  Flegal,  LeeDell  Stickler  and 
Gerald  Chambers  will  allow  partici¬ 
pants  to  experience  some  of  the 
unique  ways  churches  are  doing 
Sunday  school 

“New  Youth  Resources:  a  show  and 
tell,  two-way  consultation,”  led  by 
Crys  Zinkiewicz,  will.  Examine  first¬ 
hand  what’s  new  for  tweens,  junior 
highs,  and  senior  highs.  Experience 
the  breakthrough  use  of  technology, 
have  the  opportunity  to  give  feed¬ 
back,  and  share  input  for  future 
resources. 

“Starting,  Revitalizing,  and 


Leading  Adult  Sunday  School 
Groups,”  led  by  Pamela  Dilmore,  will 
explore  many  of  the  questions  that 
emerge  when  churches  wish  to  start 
new  adult  Sunday  school  groups,  to 
renew  or  revitalize  existing  groups, 
and  to  recruit  leaders. 

Also,  two  new  studies  for  adults, 
“Beginnings”  and  “Sisters,”  will  be 
presented  by  Betsy  Hall. 

Sunday  School  -  It’s  For  Life!  is  just 
around  the  corner..  Why  not  gather  a 
group  of  teachers,  leaders  and  pas¬ 
tors  and  come  to  be  inspired  by  a 
vision  for  Sunday  school.  Learn  prac¬ 
tical  ways  to  strengthen  the  spiritual 
growth  of  your  church  through 
Sunday  school,  and  find  resources  for 
your  ministry.  Then  discuss  ways  to 
implement  this  information  to  ener¬ 
gize  your  Sunday  school  as  you  drive 
home  or  over  dinner.  To  find  out 
more,  visit  www.sundayschool.cokes- 
bury.com.  This  event  is  co-sponsored 
by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
the  Christian  Educators  Fellowship, 
and  Cokesbury.  To  register,  contact 
John  Edd  Harper  at  225-346-1646  or 
e-mail  johnedd@bellsouth.net. 
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Evacuation,  from  page  1 


Hospitals, 

hurricane.  No  shelters  from  the  Red 
Cross  or  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Hospitals  were  open  in  Lake 
Charles  at  that  time  in  anticipation  of 
the  arrival  of  these  people.  With  liter¬ 
ally  “no  room  at  the  inn,”  Rev.  David 
DeWitt,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
and  Director  of  the  LCMH  Pastoral 
Care  Department,  began  contacting 
local  United  Methodist  Churches  to 
inquire  about  their  willingness  to 
help  these  families  during  this  time 
of  crisis. 

Rev.  Doug  deGraffenried  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  down¬ 
town  Lake  Charles,  provided  leader¬ 
ship  and  was  able  “open  the  doors”  of 
the  church  to  serve  as  place  of  refuge 
and  rest  for  these  families.  First  UMC 
provided  round  the  clock  volunteers 
and  staff  to  help  accommodate  fami¬ 
lies.  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  the 
Lake  Charles  District  offered  mat¬ 
tresses  and  the  Rev.  Mike  McLaurin 
coordinated  volunteers  from 
University  UMC  go  to  the  district 
camp,  pick  up  the  mattresses  and 
deliver  them  to  First  UMC.  Revs.  Karl 
Klaus  of  St.  Luke-Simpson,  Danny 


from  page  7 


Gleason  of  Moss  Bluff,  Tracy 
MacKenzie  of  Henning  Memorial, 
Wayne  Taylor  of  Sweetlake,  and  Sue 
Pugh  of  Lake  Arthur  UMCs  coordi¬ 
nated  efforts  to  purchase  blankets, 
pillows,  and  sheets  for  the  beds.  In 
all,  plans  were  made  to  accept  up  to 
30  evacuees  at  the  church. 

Additionally,  some  evacuees  were 
arriving  in  their  RVs.  The  RV  parks 
were  also  full.  Fairview  UMC  agreed 
to  receive  RV  evacuees  as  they  were 
equipped  with  six  RV  hook-up  sites 
which  had  been  in  place  for  use  by 
NOMADS. 

The  hospital  agreed  to  feed  all  the 
families  who  arrived.  As  helicopters 
landed  six  at  time  on  the  heliport  and 
the  parking  lot  of  the  hospital,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  there 
extending  the  compassionate  min¬ 
istry  of  Christ. . .  ”1  was  a  stranger  and 
you  welcomed  me.”  Matt:  25: 35b. 

St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC  will 
receive  the  blankets,  sheets  and  pil¬ 
lows  in  order  for  the  Lake  Charles 
District  to  be  prepared  to  help  anoth¬ 
er  day. 


UMCOR  aids  recovery  with  volunteers,  grants 


fied,"  Dunbar  said. 

One  woman  at  First  Church  opened 
her  charge  account  at  a  local  grocery 
with  the  instructions  that  the  volunteers 
are  to  use  it  for  anything  and  everything 
needed  to  provide  meals. 

“This  church  has  a  history  of  com¬ 
passionate  outreach  to  those  in  need,” 
Dunbar  said.  "We  provided  this  service 
three  years  ago  during  Hurricane  Lilli, 
and  will  continue  to  help  those  looking 
for  shelter  in  future  emergencies.” 

Kenneth  L.  Schwab,  president  of 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport, 
announced  that  students  from  Dillard 
University  in  New  Orleans  were  evacu¬ 
ated  to  the  campus  in  north  Louisiana. 
Both  schools  are  United  Methodists 
institutions  of  higher  learning. 

A  Sept.  14  statement  from  Schwab’s 
office  said,  “Due  to  the  threat  of 
Hurricane  Ivan,  Dillard  will  shut  down 
at  noon  today.  Many  of  its  international 
students  and  others  will  board  three 
leased  buses  and  travel  to  our  campus, 
where  they  will  be  housed  until  it  is  safe 
to  return.” 

The  bumper-to-bumper  traffic  on 
Interstate  10  stretched  hundreds  of 
miles  from  New  Orleans  to  Lake 
Charles,  Special  needs  evacuees  travel¬ 
ing  westward  found  aid  from  United 
Methodists  in  Lake  Charles. 

Rev.  David  DeWitt,  a  United 
Methodist  chaplain  for  Memorial 
Hospital,  said  local  churches  had 
stepped  up  to  house  the  families  of 
patients  that  were  being  evacuated  to 
Memorial  from  low-lying  hospitals  in 
the  New  Orleans  area. 

“First  United  Methodist  in  Lake 
Charles  has  opened  its  fellowship  hall 
and  is  housing  many  of  these  families,” 
he  said. 

“Mattresses  have  been  transported 
to  the  church  from  one  of  our  confer¬ 
ence  campgrounds,  and  other  area 
churches  have  provided  bedding  and 
linens  for  the  shelter.  Having  a  place  to 
stay  close  to  their  sick  family  member 
was  critical,  since  the  closest  hotel  room 
available  was  almost  to  San  Antonio, 
Texas,”  DeWitt  said. 

Fairview  United  Methodist  Church, 
another  Lake  Charles  congregation, 
offered  parking  areas  and  hookups  for 
the  recreational  vehicles  that  many  of 
the  families  had  used  during  the  long 
evacuation. 

Throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  checked  on  their  members  who 

Gammon  Celebration 

“Stirring  up  Gifts  for  Christian 
Ministry:  Responding  to  Local  and  Glo¬ 
bal  Challenges”  is  the  theme  for  the 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary 
Founders’  Day  Celebration  and 
Thirkield-Jones  Lecture  Series  Oct.  12-13 
in  Adanta. 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  the 
United  Methodist  component  of  The 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
in  Atlanta,  Georgia  will  celebrate  121 
years  of  preparing  ministerial  and 
Christian  related  leadership  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

President  Dr.  Walter  H.  McKelvey  has 
indicated  that  planned  activities  for  this 


were  most  in  need. 

Sandra  Brasseaux,  secretary  for 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette,  said  the  congregation  Nurture 
Team  contacted  close  to  50  elderly  and 
homebound  members  to  check  on  their 
situation. 

“We  have  around  15  team  members 
who  place  the  calls,”  Brasseaux  said. 
“They  try  to  find  out  whether  or  not 
these  folks  need  food,  someone  to  go 
over  to  pull  in  garbage  cans,  or  just 
someone  to  reassure  them  that  things 
will  be  all  right.  We  ask  the  team  mem¬ 
bers  to  report  back  to  the  church  office 
so  that  we  can  be  sure  everyoneou 
needs  have  been  met.” 

Tom  Hazelwood,  director  of  emer¬ 
gency  services  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  said  his  agency  is 
ready  to  respond  in  any  area  along  the 
Gulf  Coast  that  suffers  damage  from 
Hurricane  Ivan.  “The  whole  area  is 
going  to  have  flooding  without  a 
doubt,”  he  added. 

Hazelwood  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  his  focus,  for  now,  is 
on  the  area  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  through 
the  panhandle  of  Florida,  which  bore 
the  brunt  of  the  hurricane. 

“We’re  watching  the  situation,  and 
we’ll  be  prepared  to  respond,”  he  said. 
“We  know  that  we’ll  be  in  it  for  the  long 
haul.” 

Relief  efforts  are  continuing  in 
Florida  for  victims  of  Hurricanes 
Charley  and  Frances,  although 
Hazelwood  said  some  of  the  work  has 
been  put  on  hold  while  damage  from 
Ivan  is  assessed. 

Ivan  caused  deaths  and  major  dam¬ 
age  in  Grenada,  Jamaica,  the  Cayman 
Islands  and  Cuba  in  addition  to  the 
damage  in  the  United  States. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  is  calling  for  volunteers,  financial 
contributions  and  donations  of  flood 
buckets  to  assist  in  its  hurricane  relief 
work. 

Volunteers  wanting  to  assist  Florida 
residents  can  call  a  toll-free  hotline, 

(800)  282-8011,  Ext.  149.  Details  on 
assembling  five-gallon  flood  buckets 
can  be  found  on  page  8.  The  need  for 
the  clean-up  supplies  is  great, 

Hazelwood  said.  Donations  for  hurri¬ 
cane  relief  can  be  made  to  UMCOR 
Advance  No.  982410,  “Hurricanes  2004,” 
and  dropped  into  church  collection 
plates  or  mailed  direcdy  to  to  La.  United 
Methodist  Conference,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Day  set  for  October 

year  will  focus  on  the  achievement  of  its 
mission  as  one  of  13  seminaries  related 
to  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Alumni  and  friends  are  invited  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  Scheduled  activities  for  a  two  day 
period. 

Registration  package  for  the  event  is 
$75,  which  includes  registration,  banquet 
ticket  and  alumni  luncheon  and  alumni 
dues  are  an  additional  $45.  Speakers  at 
the  event  include  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert 
and  Bishop  Woodie  White.  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell  will  preside.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Madelyn  C.  Greene  by  e- 
mail  at  mgreene@itc.edu  or  by  calling 
(404)  581-0310. 


NEW  YORK — Recovery  from  the  mul¬ 
tiple  hurricanes  of  this  season  moves  for¬ 
ward.  Already  UMCOR  and  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  have  assisted  more 
than  80,000  Floridians.  Powering  the 
response  are  equipment,  volunteers, 
monetary  grants. 

Thirty  tractor  trailers  full  of  clean-up 
supplies,  emergency  food,  and  building 
materials  from  UMCOR  and  other 
United  Methodist  disaster  relief  depots 
have  converged  in  the  hardest-hit  areas. 

Volunteers  have  borrowed  church 
vans  and  rented  commercial  trailers  to 
redistribute  supplies  from  logistics  sites. 

The  United  Methodist  relief  agency 
said  volunteers  from  22  states  are  remov¬ 
ing  debris,  making  roof  repairs,  and 
clearing  out  mudand  water  in  hurricane- 
devastated  Florida  homes.  Nearly  30  per¬ 
cent  of  the  state’s  United  Methodist 
church  buildings  have  sustained  dam¬ 
age. 

UMCOR  is  also  looking  beyond 
Florida  to  the  Caribbean  islands,  lashed 
by  the  most  violent  storms  in  a  decade. 
Hurricane  Frances  mauled  nearly  every 
island  in  the  Bahamas.  In  response, 
UMCOR  sent  an  initial  grant  to  its  part¬ 
ner  the  Bahamas  Conference  of  The 


Methodist  Church  for  water,  shingles, 
plywood,  tarps,  medical  supplies,  and 
emergency  food. 

UMCOR  will  also  assist  with  develop¬ 
ment  of  long-term  recovery  plans.  In 
Grenada,  where  Hurricane  Ivan  earned 
the  nickname  “Ivan  the  Terrible,” 
UMCOR’s  partner  The  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas  is 
coordinating  recovery  efforts.  An  emer¬ 
gency  grant  will  assist  with  initial 
cleanup,  repairs,  and  fresh  water  and 
food. 

Mudslides  and  flash  flooding  plagued 
Jamaica  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Ivan.  Some  residents  are  still  without 
power  or  telephone  service.  UMCOR  is 
discussing  response  options  with  its 
partners  there. 

In  all  these  settings  UMCOR  officials 
say  the  long-term  recovery  will  last  from 
three  to  five  years.  Kristin  L.  Sachen,  pro¬ 
gram  executive  for  UMCOR’s  disaster 
response,  said,  “This  is  the  UMCOR  way, 
having  the  patience  to  be  the  last  ones 
out.” 

Impelled  by  the  love  of  Jesus,  she  said 
the  relief  agency  takes  special  care  to 
assure  that  its  assistance  serves  the  most 
vulnerable  populations. 


Marva  Dawn  workshop  set  for  October  9 


“A  Workshop  with  Marva  Dawn 
and  Company”  will  be  held  Oct.  9  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles.  Sponsored  by  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  the  event  is  open  to 
all  lay  and  clergy  engaged  in  plan¬ 
ning  and  presenting  worship. 

Dr.  Marva  Dawn,  an  internation¬ 
ally  known  theologian,  will  serve  as 
keynote  speaker.  Breakout  sessions 
include:  instruments  in  worship: 
visuals  in  worship;  contemporary 


music  in  worship;  traditional  music 
in  worship;  developing  a  creative 
worship  committee;  and  the  role  of 
the  worship  leader. 

Registrations  received  by  Oct.  1 
are  $15  per  person,  $20  at  the  door. 
The  fee  includes  all  activities  and 
lunch. 

For  additional  information,  con¬ 
tact  Dr.  Douglas  Ezell  at  (337)  439- 
2982  or  e-mail 
lcdistrict@lcdumc.com. 
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Gonzales  church  inspired  to  create  own  'W.O.C 


Inspired  by  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston,  First  UMC  in  Gonzales  created  its 
own  Weekend  of  the  C.R.O.S.S.  event  to  reach  out  to  Members  of  its  community. 


There  was  an  explosion  in  Gonzales 
on  Memorial  Day  Weekend  set  off  by  35 
teenagers  from  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gonzales.  They  were  on  fire  for 
the  Lord  as  they  worked  on  area  homes 
as  part  of  a  youth  mission  called 
Weekend  of  the  C.R.O.S.S.  (Christians 
Reaching  Out  in  the  Savior’s  Service). 

First  started  in  1990  by  Trinity  UMC 
of  Ruston,  the  general  purpose  of  W.O.C. 
is  to  provide  a  mission  opportunity  for 
youth.  Its  deeper  purpose  is  to  provide 
an  opportunity  for  the  spiritual  growth 
of  all  who  participate  and  to  minister  to 
the  physical,  spiritual,  and  emotional 
needs  of  the  people  served. 

After  attending  W.O.C.  in  Ruston  in 
2003,  Associate  Pastor  of  First  UMC  of 
Gonzales,  Veronica  Pritchard,  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  bring  the  experience  to  the 
youth  of  her  church.  After  signing  on 
fellow  attendees,  Joe  and  Brenda  Walker, 
Pastor  Pritchard  set  plans  in  motion, 
and  work  began  on  seven  area  homes  on 
May  28.  Sherwin  Williams  and  Pecue 
Lumber  provided  help  with  the  materi¬ 
als  for  the  project.  Matt  Turner,  Pastor  of 
New  River  Methodist  Church  also  lent 
his  help.  The  35  youth,  ranging  in  age 
from  eleven  years  old  to  nineteen,  were 
split  up  into  seven  teams,  each  with  two 
adult  leaders. 

The  pairing  of  the  adults  and  the 
youth  teams  was  a  deliberate  process, 
which  involved  much  discussion  and 
prayer.  Johnny  Gautreau,  who  led  a  team 
in  making  a  wheelchair  ramp,  com¬ 
mented,  “I  was  impressed  by  the  caliber 
of  the  youth  that  I  worked  with  this 
weekend.  I  enjoyed  getting  to  know 
them  and  felt  the  Lord  on  me  through 
them.” 

The  youth  were  equally  pleased  with 
their  leaders.  Fifteen  year  old  Will  Fox 
commented,  “God  loves  me.  I  heard  it  a 
million  times,  but  now  it  means  some¬ 
thing  .  Also,  I  met  two  cool  older  guys.  I 
can  be  cool  when  I’m  old...  fun!” 

The  weekend  was  a  great  success  in 
many  ways.  First,  everyone  bonded 
together  and  became  a  true  Body  of 
Christ  to  complete  each  job.  And  the 
jobs  were  not  easy.  One  team  had  to 
contend  with  vermin,  insects,  and  open 
sewers  in  cleaning  up  a  yard.  Thirteen 
year  old  Megan  Cornejo  said  that  at  first 
one  of  her  biggest  fears  about  the  proj¬ 
ect  was  the  rats,  spiders,  and  roaches 
that  they  saw.  “Later,  though,”  she  said, 

“I  realized  I  needed  to  suck  it  up 
because  those  residents  lived  with  it 
every  day.” 

Twelve  year  old  Laura  Dollar  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  nervous  about  scraping  and  painting 
the  upper  part  of  a  house  until  she  real¬ 
ized,  “My  friends  had  my  back  if  I  fell, 
and  God  was  there  with  me.” 

Others  in  the  group  also  faced  chal¬ 
lenges  that  they  depended  on  God  and 
each  other  to  overcome.  Zach  Sanders, 
a  16  year  old,  was  on  the  top  of  a  tall  lad¬ 
der  painting  under  the  gable  of  the 
house.  He  said,  “I  was  so  thankful  to 
have  Taran  around  with  wasp  spray. 
When  I  was  kind  of  freaking  out  and  try¬ 
ing  to  wave  the  wasps  away  with  my 
paintbrush,  Taran  covered  for  me  and 
took  care  of  them  even  though  I  was  get¬ 
ting  her  full  of  paint.” 

Adult  leader,  Jean  Zeringue,  described 
his  experience  of  painting  under  the 


gable  on  the  other  side  of  the  house. 

“The  roof  was  steep,  the  electrical  lines 
were  at  my  feet  and  waist.  I  was  shak¬ 
ing,  sweating,  and  the  paint  was  drip¬ 
ping  from  my  hands..  As  I  looked  down, 
straddling  the  power  lines  between  my 
feet,  I  prayed.  A  feeling  of  peace  and 
love  came  upon  me  in  a  way  I  never 
experienced.  At  this  point  I  realized  the 
true  meaning  of  the  ‘Weekend  of  the 
C.R.O.S.S.’  Just  as  Jesus  shed  his  own 
blood  for  us,  we  were  shedding  our  spir¬ 
itual  sweat  for  those  whom  God  chose 
for  this  weekend.  I  stood  there  in  awe 
and  savored  the  moment,  then  climbed 
down  from  the  roof  and  went  to  thank 
Ms.  Lewis  for  the  opportunity  to  serve 
her.” 

A  second  indicator  of  the  weekend’s 
success  is  that  everyone  agreed  that  they 
would  definitely  repeat  the  W.O.C.  expe¬ 
rience.  Charlston  Bourgeois,  a  thirteen 
year  old  who  did  a  lot  of  hammering  on 
a  wheelchair  ramp,  summar  ized  their 
reasons.  “It  was  awesome!  It  felt  great 
getting  to  know  each  other,  getting  clos¬ 
er  to  God,  and  working  with  friends  to 
help  someone.” 

The  most  compelling  evidence  of 
success  is  that  each  person  involved  in 
the  project,  from  tire  kitchen  to  the  job- 
site,  learned  that  the  world  is  a  mission 
field,  and  God  calls  everyone  to  tend  the 
fields  in  His  name.  Adult  leader  Arland 
Humphrey  said,  “We  were  on  a  mission 
field  this  weekend  in  our  own  back 
yard.. .it  was  fulfilling  to  see  God’s  chil¬ 
dren  enjoy  working  for  others.” 

An  engineer  by  profession,  Tom 
Hertwig  led  his  team  in  fitting  new 
doors  into  very  old  frames.  Though  he 
felt  challenged  by  the  many  compromis¬ 
es  that  had  to  be  made  to  complete  the 
job,  Tom  commented,  "This  weekend 
has  enlarged  my  own  world  a  bit.  Much 
work — carpentry,  painting,  sharing 
love — remains  waiting  in  the  greater 
world.” 

Brian  Whitaker,  a  fourteen  year  old, 
recognized  that,  “There  is  work  every¬ 
where,”  as  did  eighteen  year  old  Corey 
Higgins,  who  said,  “Everyone  needs  help 
in  one  way  or  another.” 

Judi  Gautreau’s  job  was  to  do  “what¬ 
ever,  for  whoever,  whenever,  and  whyev- 
er.”  She  said  that  taking  part  in  this 
weekend  taught  her  something  about 
being  a  missionary.  “You  don’t  even 
have  to  leave  your  subdivision  or  road. 
Just  look  out  your  door  and  see...” 

Clearly,  the  Weekend  of  the  C.R.O.S.S. 
experience  had  a  huge  impact  on  every¬ 
one  involved,  and  its  intended  purpose 
was  achieved.  It  was  so  successful,  in 
fact,  that  plans  are  already  underway  for 
the  same  time  next  year.  When  Joe 
Walker  addressed  the  youth  after  the 
first  day’s  work,  he  emphasized  the  fact 
that  they  had  established  a  place  for 
themselves  in  helping  the  community. 
“This  is  not  anyone’s  W.O.C.  but  the 
youth’s.  It’s  your  charge  to  light  the  fire 
and  carry  it  on,”  he  said,  and  the 
fatigued,  but  spritually  charged  youth 
accepted  his  challenge  with  an  energetic 
round  of  applause. 

Carry  it  on  they  will,  and  in  an  even 
bigger  way.  Along  with  more  multi- 
denominational  involvement,  Pastor 
Pritchard  said  they  also  hope  to  minister 
to  more  people  and  with  more  commu¬ 


nity  support  “We  may  have  plans,”  she 
grinned,  “but  the  Lord  has  even  bigger 
ones.”  Anyone  interested  in  being  a 
part  of  those  plans  should  contact  Rev. 
Pritchard  at  First  UMC  of  Gonzales  at 


647-4678. 

For  more  details  and  more  commen¬ 
tary  from  die  participants,  go  to: 
www.firstumcgonzales.org. 


Proposed  La.  Conference  Health  Care  Benefits  Resolution 


WHEREAS,  ‘1 604.13  ofThe  Book  of 
Discipline,  2000  states,  “The  annual 
conference  may  choose  to  adopt  a 
conference  wide  plan  for  compensa¬ 
tion  of  pastors.  Such  a  plan  shall  pro¬ 
vide  the  method  for  setting  and  fund¬ 
ing  the  salaries,  and /  or  other  compen¬ 
sation  elements  as  specified  in  the 
plan,  of  the  pastors  appointed  to  the 
charges  of  the  annual  conference," 
and; 

WHEREAS,  health  care  benefits  for 
clergy  and  their  families  are  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  an  essential  element  of  cler¬ 
gy  compensation,  and; 

WHEREAS,  the  Louisiana 
Conference  has  established  a  health 
care  plan  to  provide  this  essential  ele¬ 
ment  of  clergy  compensation,  and; 

WHEREAS,  support  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Health  Plan  is  a 
fiduciary  responsibility  of  a  local 
church,  and; 

WHEREAS,  each  church  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  be  appor¬ 
tioned  on  an  amount  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  annually  by  the  Annual 
Conference  for  the  support  of  the 
Conference  health  plan,  and; 


WHEREAS,  the  primary  cost  of  the 
Conference  health  plan  for  full  time 
clergy  should  be  equitably  shared  by 
all  churches  that  receive  full  time  cler¬ 
gy  appointments; 

NOW,  THEREFORE,  BE  IT 
RESOLVED: 

THAT  in  order  to  be  eligible  to 
receive  a  full-tune  appointment,  a 
charge  or  Conference  affiliated  min¬ 
istry,  shall  agree  to  support  the 
Conference  health  plan  by  fully  fund¬ 
ing  one  composite  health  care  premi¬ 
um  for  each  full  time  clergy  appoint¬ 
ment,  and; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT 
in  multiple  church  charges  the  cost  of 
the  composite  premium  shall  be  pro¬ 
portionally  divided  among  the  church¬ 
es  on  the  charge,  and; 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT 
failure  to  fully  fund  the  health  care  pre¬ 
mium  shall  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion  relative  to  whether  or  not  a 
charge/  Conference  Affiliated  Ministry 
is  financially  able  to  support  the  full¬ 
time  pastor(s)  in  the  future. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  Singles  Ministry  held  its  second  annual  spiri¬ 
tual  retreat  during  the  month  of  August.  Dennis  Brown,  a  graduate  of  Southern 
University  and  a  member  of  the  National  Speakers  Bureau,  spoke  on  developing 
a  positive  attitude.  Brown,  a  resident  of  Houston,  used  wit  and  humanness  to 
convey  his  message.  Also  featured  during  the  retreat  were  Rev.  Joseph  Awotwi, 
Rev.  Andrew  Goff,  Rev.  Karl  Clark,  Rev.  Barbara  Murray,  Rev.  James  Hayes  and 
Georgia  Williams. 


First  UMC,  Winnsboro,to  host  Fall  Revival 


Winnsboro  First  United  Methodist 
Church  is  planning  a  Fall  Revival,  begin¬ 
ning  October  10-13.  The  featured  speak¬ 
er  will  be  Rev.  Jean  Foreman,  associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Hammond. 

Hammond  is  Foreman’s  first  appoint¬ 
ment  since  graduating  from  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  May  of  2003. 

She  received  a  BA.  Degree  in  Art 
Education  from  Northeast  Louisiana 
University. 

Jean  was  a  preacher’s  wife  for  23  years, 
married  to  the  late  Rev.  Doug  Foreman. 


He  was  the  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Winnsboro  for  the 
six  years  preceding  his  death  in  1995. 

Rev.  Jean,  the  mother  of  five  sons,  taught 
for  the  Franklin  Parish  School  system 
while  they  lived  in  Winnsboro. 

Services  for  the  revival  begin  at  7  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  following  a  pot  luck  dinner  at 
6  p.m.  Monday  through  Wednesday  will 
feature  noontime  lunch  with  a  devotion¬ 
al  by  Foreman,  with  evening  services  at  7 
p.m. 

Guest  vocalists  are  Cindi  Spencer, 
Sherri  Hzell  and  Craig  Gill. 


A  welcoming  dinner  for  all  clergy,  clergy  spouses  and  members  of  the  District 
Mission  Team  was  held  at  the  newly  renovated  Newman  United  Methodist 
Church  Community  Center.  It  was  a  great  turn  out  and  a  wonderful  time  to  meet 
everyone  and  enjoy  an  evening  of  good  food  and  fellowship. 


'Connectional  Table7  seen  as  unifier  for  church 


The  United  Methodist  bishop  who 
heads  a  panel  planning  a  new 
“Connectional  Table”  to  oversee  the 
denomination’s  mission  and  ministries 
said  she  believes  members  will  set  aside 
individual  differences  and  work  together 
to  accomplish  common  goals  for  the 
church. 

At  their  first  meeting  in  January, 
Connectional  Table  members  will  build 
community  as  they  envision  their  role  in 
shaping  the  denomination’s  future,  said 
Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Chiristopher  of 
Springfield,  Ill.,  chairwoman  of  the 
table’s  transition  team.  The  first  meeting 
will  be  in  a  retreat  setting,  as  the 
Connectional  Table  begins  coordinating 
mission,  ministry  and  available  money. 

In  the  first  major  reorganization  in 
the  denomination’s  36-year  history,  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  General  Conference  in  May 
approved  creating  the  Connectional 
Table  to  enlarge  the  circle  of  United 
Methodists  responsible  for  visioning  and 
executing  mission  and  ministry  for  the 
whole  church. 

The  Connectional  Table  will  include 
47  members  elected  from  U.S.  jurisdic¬ 
tional  and  overseas  conferences  in 
Africa,  Asia  and  Europe;  clergy  and  lay 


representatives;  a  bishop  selected  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops;  general  agency  top 
executives  and  most  presidents;  one 
youth  and  one  young  adult  from  the 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division  on 
Ministries  with  Young  People;  and  mem¬ 
bers  from  the  denomination’s  racial  and 
ethnic  caucuses. 

Christopher’s  team  must  develop  and 
implement  a  plan  to  crank  up  the 
Connectional  Table,  provide  training 
and  orientation  for  members,  and  reas¬ 
sign  functions  and  responsibilities  from 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
denomination’s  planning  agency  that 
will  dissolve  Dec.  31. 

“As  the  transition  team  understands 
the  intention  of  the  General  Conference, 
the  Connectional  Table  is  to  be  ‘some¬ 
thing  new,”’  said  Christopher,  after  a 
transition  team  meeting  recently  in 
Chicago.  “For  that  to  happen,  the  team 
believes  time  must  be  spent  apart  ini¬ 
tially  building  community  among  the 
Connectional  Table’s  members.  This 
building  of  community  will  begin  as 
each  member  authentically  surrenders 
personal,  regional  or  constituency-based 
agendas  and  enters  into  covenant  with 
all  other  members. 
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Leaders  extend  prayers  after  Russian  school  killings 


Top  Mission  leaders  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  recently  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  concern  and  prayer  to  Russian 
United  Methodists  and  their  neighbors 
in  the  wake  of  the  slaughter  of  some  338 
persons,  half  of  them  children,  by  terror¬ 
ists  in  Beslan. 

“We  are  sick  to  our  souls  in  the  loss  of 
lives  at  the  school,"  said  Bishop  Joel  N. 
Martinez  of  San  Antonio,  president  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  general  secretary’ 
of  the  international  mission  agency. 

“Ministry’  to  children  and  youth  is 
among  our  mission  priorities.  The  killing 
and  wounding  of  children,  youth,  and 
their  teachers  brings  tears  to  our  eyes 


and  pain  to  our  hearts. 

“We  are  praying  for  the  families  of  the 
victims  and  we  stand  with  the  Russian 
people  in  this  time  of  national  mourn¬ 
ing." 

The  joint  Martinez-Day  statement 
convened  the  concern  of  the  directors 
and  staff  of  the  Board,  which  has  strong 
ties  to  United  Methodists  in  Russia.  It 
also  extended  sympathy  to  the  Russian 
Orthodox  Church. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Russia  is  some  15  years  old.  It  has 
approximately  10,000  members. 

The  La.  Annual  Conference  has  strong 
ties  to  the  church,  especially  through  the 
congregation  in  Ekaterinburg. 


Pastor:  No  words  can  express  feelings  in  such  tragedy 


A  UMNS  COMMENTARY 
BY  REV.  OLEXIY  KARAKCHEYEV 

On  Sept.  1,  all  Russian  children  and 
families  celebrate  the  Day  of  Knowledge. 
This  day  is  the  beginning  of  the  new 
school  year  for  kids.  It  is  the  time  when 
schoolmates  meet  after  a  three-month¬ 
long  summer  break. 

Usually’,  it  is  a  joyful  day  that  children 
really  love.  All  girls  and  boy’s  wear  a  cele- 
brative  type  of  school  uniform  and  pres¬ 
ent  flowers  to  their  favorite  teachers  on 
this  day.  Smiles  are  on  every'  child’s  face; 
joyful  greetings,  music  and  the  spirit  of 
celebration  are  all  around. 

Children  were  gathering  in  front  of 
the  school  for  a  celebrative  parade  in 
Beslan,  Russia,  ready  to  begin  a  new 
school  year,  when  suddenly  people 
appeared  with  automatic  guns  and 
began  to  surround  the  crowd  of  children 
and  teachers  and  push  them  into  the 
building  of  the  school.  There  were  about 
1,100  people  taken  as  hostages  in  the 
schools’  gymnasium.  Most  of  them  were 
children. 

According  to  the  data,  338  people  died 
as  victims  of  the  Beslan  tragedy.  Out  of 
239  already  identified  corpses,  117  were 
the  bodies  of  children,  and  about  90 
bodies  remain  to  be  identified.  Out  of 
340  hospitalized,  there  are  224  children. 
What  a  tragedy! 


I  was  deeply  touched  by  the  reaction 
of  people  in  America  to  Beslan's  tragedy. 
And  I  am  so  grateful  for  the  support  of 
my  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  who 
came  to  me  and  to  other  Russian  parish¬ 
ioners  in  the  church  on  Sunday  morning 
and  expressed  their  feelings  and  com¬ 
passion  about  the  events  in  Russia. 

Life  in  Beslan  will  never  be  the  same. 
Grief  and  pain  live  on  the  streets  of  the 
city.  There  are  no  tears  left  to  cry  in  the 
eyes  of  Beslan’s  residents.  Parents  bury 
their  children.  The  bottle  of  mother's 
nursing  milk  stands  on  the  stone  of  a 
child’s  tomb.  What  can  be  worse?  There 
are  no  words  that  can  express  the  feel¬ 
ings  in  this  moment  of  tragedy  and 
mourning. 

At  a  time  like  this,  I  don’t  know  what 
to  say  in  my  prayers;  I  don’t  have  enough 
words  to  express  all  of  what  is  inside  of 
my  heart.  At  a  time  like  this,  I  want  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  God.  I  want  to  turn  my  pain  over 
to  Jesus  and  pray  in  silence. 

A  passage  from  Scripture  comes  to  my 
mind:  “In  the  same  way,  the  Spirit  helps 
us  in  our  weakness.  We  do  not  know 
what  we  ought  to  pray  for,  but  the  Spirit 
himself  intercedes  for  us  with  groans  that 
word  cannot  express.”  (Romans  8:26) 

So,  at  a  time  like  this,  may  God’s  Spirit 
intercede  for  us  and  hear  the  words  of 
our  silent  prayers. 


Advent  meditations  available  on  church  web  site 


Advent  2004  is  still  two  and  a  half 
months  away,  but  for  those  who  like  to 
plan  ahead,  from  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  worship¬ 
preaching-music  website,  there  are  lec¬ 
tionary-based  meditations  to  go  along 


with  the  lighting  of  the  Advent  wreath 
candles  for  each  Sunday  of  Advent  and 
Christmas  Eve.  The  meditations  are  suit¬ 
able  for  use  in  worship,  Sunday  School 
classes,  or  at  home  and  are  available  at 
www.gbod.org/worship. 


Paid  scouting  chaplain  positions  available  in  2005 

Paid  scouting  chaplain  positions  are  For  more  information,  contact  Larry 

available  at  Philmont  for  all  or  part  of  Coppock  at  (615)  340-7149  or  by  e-mail 
summer  2005.  at  lcoppock@gcumm.org. 


Fourth  Annual  Bishop's  La.  Conference  Center 
Benefit  Golf  Tournament 

Monday,  October  11,  Oakwing  Golf  Course  in  Alexandria 
Shotgun  Start  at  1  p.m.,  Registration  begins  at  12  n.n. 
Lunch  will  be  served 
$400  per  team/$100  per  person 

To  register,  or  for  more  information, 
contact  Ms.  Wimberly  at  (318)  449-4500. 


Worship  Connection  set  for  Nov.  4-6 


Cokesbury’s  Worship  Connection 
Teaching  Conference  will  be  held 
Nov.  4-6  at  Grace  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Featured  speakers  will  be  Rob 
Weber,  Stacy  Hood,  Thomas  Bandy, 
Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  Dottie  Escobedo- 
Frank  and  Leonard  Sweet. 


The  conference  will  provide  clergy 
and  lay  leaders  with  educational  and 
community-building  opportunities, 
with  keynote  addresses  given  by  top 
national  and  regional  speakers, 
authors  and  leaders.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (800)  672-1789  or  visit 
www.WorshipConnection.com. 


Dulac  Community  Center  to  host  festival  Sept.  25 


For  a  fun-filled  day,  come  “down  the 
bayou"  to  the  Dulac  Community  Center’s 
Fall  Festival  Sat.  Sept.  25  from  9  a.m.  -  6 
p.m.  on  the  grounds  of  the  Dulac 
Community  Center. 

The  festivities  will  include  Native 
American  Dancing,  All  Hand-made 

Submissions  requested 

Elsie  Cain  is  currently  working  on  a 
written  history  of  Camp  Brewer,  which 
was  the  site  of  conference  wide  events, 
retreats  and  district  camps  for  many 
years  in  Louisiana. 

No  longer  in  existence,  Camp  Brewer 
was  located  17  miles  south  of  Alexandria 
on  the  Alexandria/Lake  Charles  Highway. 

Cain  was  married  to  the  late  Rev. 
Jerome  Cain,  who  served  as  a  United 


Crafts,  Native/Cajun  food,  Silent 
Auctions,  activities  for  the  children,  live 
music  and  so  much  more. 

Come  and  help  support  your  Mission 
Center  and  enjoy  the  fellowship.  If  you’ve 
never  been  “down  the  bayou”,  here’s  your 
chance!  Hope  to  see  you  there. 


Methodist  minister  for  47  and  a  half 
years. 

She  recalls  many  happy  times  spent  at 
the  camp  as  a  counselor,  and  in  other 
capacities. 

The  public  is  asked  to  submit  any 
photographs  or  stories  about  their  expe¬ 
riences  at  Camp  Brewer  to  Elsie  Cain. 

Her  mailing  address  is:  5016  Parkoaks 
Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816. 


for  Camp  Brewer  history 


Encounter  with  Christ  experiencing  shortfall  in  funds 


Encounter  with  Christ  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  is  experienc¬ 
ing  a  shortfall  in  its  funds  allocated  for 
promotion  expenses. 

The  Lincoln,  Neb.  Office  of  Encounter 
with  Christ,  which  was  established  to 
interpret  and  promote  gifts  to  the 
Encounter  with  Christ  Permanent  Fund 
#  025100,  is  nearly  out  of  funds. 

The  office’s  Director  of  Development 
is  currently  serving  without  salary  and 
the  account  has  only  enough  funds  to 
pay  a  part-time  secretary  and  office 
expenses  for  the  next  three  months. 

For  several  years,  the  promotional 
efforts  for  Encounter  have  largely  been 
funded  by  grants  from  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  The  advisory  board 
is  grateful  for  this  assistance.  Now,  how¬ 
ever,  because  of  the  board’s  tight  finan¬ 
cial  situation,  Encounter  must  seek  other 
funds  for  its  promotion  expenses. 

The  Encounter  Advisory  Board  has 
taken  two  steps  to  secure  additional 


funds  for  the  future,  but  these  actions 
will  not  alleviate  our  critical  financial  sit¬ 
uation  for  the  next  six  months.  The  two 
actions  the  advisory  board  have  taken 
are:  (1)  To  request  that  the  promotion  of 
Encounter  with  Christ  be  included  in  the 
Advance  and  that  an  Advance  Special 
Number  be  issued;  and  (2)  to  request  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to 
allocate  10  percent  of  the  income  from 
the  permanent  fund  for  the  promotion  of 
Encounter  with  Christ.  The  Advance 
Special  Number  has  been  issued ,  but 
immediate  financial  help  is  not  expected. 

United  Methodists  are  being  asked  to 
consider  a  special  gift  of  $50,  $100  or 
more  which  will  enable  the  Lincoln  office 
to  continue  its  promotional  strategies. 

Donors  can  make  a  check  out  to  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
designate  it  for  Advance  Special  #  14729- 
A  Drop  checks  in  the  collection  plate  at 
church,  and  the  funds  will  be  properly 
forwarded. 


Lafon  golf  tournament  set  for  Nov.  5  in  New  Orleans 


Buford  Jordan  and  Richard 
Cooper’s  Celebrity  Golf  Tournament, 
benefiting  Lafon  Methodist  Nursing 
Home,  will  be  held  Friday,  Nov.  5  at 
the  Ormond  Country  Club  in 
Destrehan,  La. 

Vida  Blue,  legendary  baseball 
pitcher,  will  play  in  the  tournament. 
The  Mansfield,  La.  native  won  Most 
Valuable  Player  and  the  Cy  Young 
Award  in  1971. 

Blue  spent  most  of  his  career  with 
San  Francisco  then,  after  playing  with 
other  teams,  finally  retired  from  San 
Francisco  in  1986. 

Check-in  for  the  tournament 
begins  at  1 1  a.m.,  with  a  shotgun  start 


at  12  n.n.  The  entry  fee  of  $100  per 
person  includes  fees,  cart,  food  and 
drinks.  The  day’s  format  will  be  a 
four-person  scramble. 

Holes  may  be  sponsored  for  $125 
each.  A  special  corporate  package  is 
available,  which  allows  four  teams  to 
play  with  a  celebrity,  media  exposure 
and  a  keepsake  banner  promoting  the 
business  name  and  signed  by  all 
celebrities  in  attendance. 

For  more  information  about  cor¬ 
porate  packages,  contact  Ted  Jones  at 
(504)  288-2314. 

To  register,  please  make  checks 
payable  to  LaFon  Home,  U.M.C.,  4021 
Cadillac  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70122. 
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Louisiana  women  to  serve  on  national  UMW  board 


TWo  local  women  will  be  serving  on 
the  board  of  directors  for  an  organization 
representing  one-million  member 
United  Methodist  Women. 

Kathleen  Carter  Conrad  of  Lafayette 
and  Patricia  Cobb  of  New  Orleans  met 
with  other  directors  in  Nashville,  Term, 
for  an  organizational  meeting.  UMW  is 
celebrating  its  135th  anniversary,  and  is 
believed  to  be  the  largest  women’s  organ¬ 
ization  in  the  country. 

The  new  directors  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  were  elect¬ 
ed  in  March  from  across  the  South 
Central  United  States.  The  membership 
organization  is  committed  to  fostering 
spiritual  growth  among  members,  devel¬ 
oping  leaders  and  advocating  for  justice 
domesdcally  and  globally.  Members 
raise  approximately  $25  million  a  year  for 
programs  and  projects  related  to  women, 
children  and  youth  in  the  United  States 
and  in  more  than  100  countries  around 
the  world. 

Cobb  has  had  a  long  commitment  to 
the  work  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

"In  the  beginning,  as  a  young  employed 
woman,  barely  more  than  a  girl,  I  was 
asked  to  join  a  new  unit  of  the  Wesleyan 
Service  Guild.  I  really  didn’t  get  into  it 
until  a  few  years  later  when,  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  another  church,  Sister  Alice 
offered  to  pick  me  up  —  a  non-driving, 
very  pregnant  mother  with  two  small 
children  —  to  attend  a  WSCS  meeting.  A 
nursery  at  the  church  enabled  uninter¬ 
rupted  interaction  with  adults  who  had  a 
wide  range  of  age  and  interests.  To  this 
day,  I  am  a  strong  advocate  of  child  care,” 
she  says. 

With  the  merger  of  two  denomina¬ 
tions,  the  Women’s  Society  of  Christian 
Service  became  United  Methodist 
Women.  "My  passion  for  mission  and 
service  was  born,”  she  says.  “Had  it  not 
been  for  the  nurture  and  support  of  the 
many  mothers  and  sisters  of  the  organi¬ 
zation,  I  might  have  been  content  to  sit 
in  the  pew  today  and  hardly  notice  the 
announcements  of ‘Women’s  Activities’ 
in  the  bulletin.  Thank  God  they  cared.” 

Carter  Conrad  hopes  that  her  com¬ 


mitment  to  the  work  of  this  organization 
will  be  evidence  of  her  faith.  According 
to  Carter  Conrad,  she  brings  a  "willing¬ 
ness  to  share  spiritually,  emotionally, and 
materially  what  God  has  blessed  me 
with,  so  that  everyone  experiences 
wholeness;  an  ability  to  complete  and 
function  well  with  multi-tasking;  a  love 
and  concern  for  others;  a  sense  of 
humor;  commitment;  the  gift  of  thinking 
fast  and  functioning  well  under  pressure; 
and  the  gift  of  being  a  good  steward  of 
what  God  has  given  me.” 

Directors  of  the  Division  will  meet  two 
times  each  year  outside  of  New  York  City 
for  board  meetings,  then  around  the 
country  on  specific  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  issues  that  concern  women  and 
children. 

They  will  be  responsible  for  making 
decisions  on  ways  they  want  to  respond, 
advocate,  and  spend  money  on  the 
issues  and  programs  affecting  women 
and  children. 

Jan  Love,  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  welcomed  the  new 
directors. 

“The  end  of  one  quadrennium  and 
the  beginning  of  another  leaves  us  with 
mixed  feelings. 

“We  have  great  appreciation  for  all 
those  faithful  women  who  served  for  the 
last  four  years  and  sadness  in  knowing 
that  we  will  not  be  working  with  them  in 
quite  the  same  way.  But  we  also  com¬ 
bine  that  with  great  joy  in  welcoming  the 
talent  and  energy  of  a  newset  of  faithful 
women  committed  to  mission  who  will 
direct  the  Women’s  Division  work,”  says 
Love. 

“We  look  forward  to  their  ideas,  their 
enthusiasm,  and  their  dedication  to 
addressing  the  opportunities  and  chal¬ 
lenges  that  lie  ahead.  We  depend  on  our 
directors  to  chart  a  course  for  us  as  we 
seek  to  respond  to  God’s  call  to  mission 
in  the  future,  and  we  are  grateful  for  their 
willingness  to  serve  in  this  demanding 
role,”  she  says. 

For  more  information  on  the  work  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  go  to 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/. 


W.T.  Handy  Youth  Component 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church 

Friday,  Nov.  12,2004 
Holiday  Inn  Downtown  Superdome 
330  Loyola  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

(504)  581-1600 

Scripture/Prayer,  Singing  Songs  and  skits,  Breaking  the  Ice  Games, 

Food,  Testimonies 

Saturday,  Nov.  1 3, 2004 
Dillard  University 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Family /Youth  Evangelism,  2006  Mission  Trip  to  Africa,  After  High 
School,  Then  What?,  Finances/Budgeting,  Alcoholism,  Anger 

Registration  Fee:  $10 

Use  the  form  provided  at  right  to  register. 


Make  plans  now  to  attend  the 

W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Nov.  12-1 3 

Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
Keynote  Preacher:  Dr.  Edward  Buford 

Senior  Pastor  of  Clark  Memorial  UMC,  in  Nashville 
Former  General  Board  of  Discipleship  Director  of  Evangelism 

Registration  fee:  $25 

Use  the  form  provided  below  to  register. 

W.T.  Handy  Convocation 
Mass  Choir 

To  sing  on  Nov.  1 3, 2004  at  Dillard  University 

To  participate  contact: 

Rev.  Barbara  Murray  (504)  242-7042 
Rev.  James  F.  Haynes  (504)  242-4090 


i - 1 

Registration  Form 

5th  Annual  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the  21  st  Century 
Nov.  12-1 3, 2004 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans 
$25  Adults/$1 0  Youth 

Name _ 

Address _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip  Code _ 

Phone  # _ Email _ 

District _ Church _ 

Church  position _ __ 

Status:  Adult  or  Youth _ 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

La.  Annual  Conference 

Mail  to: 

Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
P.  O.  Box  1 93 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727 

Phone:  (225)  664-7979 
Fax:  (225)  664-7955 
Email:  robumc  @yahoo.com 
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George  Allen  of  Ruston  works  to  replace  a  carport  during  the  Weekend  of  the 
C.R.O.S.S.  sponsored  by  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 


Youth  gather  for 'Weekend  of  the  C.R.O.S.S/ 


BY  CHUCK  CANNON 

More  than  300  Methodist  youth 
and  youth  leaders  gathered  in  Ruston 
this  weekend  for  the  13th  annual 
Weekend  of  the  C.R.O.S.S.,  sponsored 
by  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  event  brings  together 
Methodist  youth  from  across  the 
state  to  do  home  repair  projects  and 
spread  the  gospel  of  Jesus  in  Ruston 
and  surrounding  communitites. 

“The  Ruston  community  really 
comes  together  and  supports  this 
endeavor,”  lay  leader  Mike  Shipp 
said.  “Most  of  the  supplies  we  collect 
are  donated  or  sold  at  cost  and 
church  member  donate  their  tools 
for  the  project.” 

The  acronym  C.R.O.S.S.  stands  for 
Christians  Reaching  Out  in  the 
Savior’s  Service,  Kevin  Belcher  said. 
The  youth  gather  in  teams  of  five-to- 
seven  members  —  with  two  adult 
members  —  and  fan  out  across  north 
central  Louisiana  working  on  proj¬ 
ects  that  range  from  building  wheel¬ 
chair  ramps  to  replacing  dilapidated 
garages. 

“Our  project  was  to  tear  down  and 
replace  a  carport,”  Belcher,  a  16-year- 
old  student  at  Ruston  High  School, 
said.  “We  tore  it  down  Friday  —  it 
was  all  rotten  —  and  now  our  six- per¬ 
son  crew  is  replacing  it.” 

Of  the  more  than  200  youth  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  weekend  project, 
Ship  said  about  80  are  Ruston  resi¬ 
dents. 

“The  rest  come  from  all  across  the 


state,”  Shipp  said.  “They  come  up  on 
Thursday  afternoon;  we  have  a  Praise 
and  Worship  service  each  evening 
and  work  during  the  daytime.” 

The  project’s  mission  is  two-fold, 
Shipp  said. 

“While  some  of  the  team  mem¬ 
bers  are  doing  the  actual  physical 
work,  other  members  are  witness¬ 
ing,”  Shipp  said.  “It’s  important  to  do 
the  physical  work,  but  the  chance  to 
witness  is  also  important.” 

Jessica  Rasberry,  16,  and  Kaleigh 
Carroll,  12,  were  part  of  Belcher’s 
team. 

“I  like  reachng  out  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  and  helping  older  people,” 
Rasberry,  from  Jonesboro,  said. 
“When  I  get  old,  I  hope  others  will 
reach  out  to  help  me.” 

Carroll,  from  Ruston,  said  she’s 
just  doing  what  the  Bible  tells  her  to 
do. 

“The  Bible  tells  us  to  be  like  Jesus 
and  help  others,”  she  said.  “This  is 
our  way  of  giving  back  to  Him.” 

Shipp  said  flyers  are  sent  out  to 
Methodist  youth  pastors  across  the 
state  to  enlist  help  for  the  project. 

“It’s  proven  to  be  very  successful 
and  continues  to  grow  each  year,” 
Shipp  said. 

For  Lavelle  Parker,  who  watched 
as  Belcher’s  team  first  demolished, 
the  went  to  work  providing  him  a 
new  carport,  the  project  was  a 
Godsend. 

“Thank  you,”  Parker  told  the  crew. 
"This  is  nice,  real  nice.” 


Flood  Buckets,  from  page  1 


filed,  and  personal  insurance  require¬ 
ments  have  been  filled.  “However,  those 
wishing  to  help  right  away  with  cleanup 
from  the  storms  may  send  groups  to  the 
impacted  areas.  Early  response  teams 
must  provide  their  own  housing,  food, 
water  and  all  domestic  needs.  If  you 
wish  to  send  such  a  team,  please  contact 
myself  or  Brenda  Coppit  at  the 
Conference  Area  Offices,  and  we  will 
assist  you,”  said  Norman. 

He  also  cautioned  United  Methodists 
not  serving  as  a  part  of  an  official  team 
to  stay  out  of  disaster  areas  for  their  own 


safety  and  the  benefit  of  others. 

UMCOR  is  also  requesting  donations 
for  its  Material  Resource  Ministry, 
Advance  #901440,  which  will  be  used  by 
staff  and  volunteers  to  assemble  and 
ship  flood  buckets  at  the  Sager  Brown 
Depot  in  Baldwin. 

Donations  for  the  denomination’s 
response  to  all  hurricanes  should  be  ear¬ 
marked  for  Hurricanes  2004,  UMCOR 
Advance  #982410.  Checks  written  to 
UMCOR  can  be  placed  in  church  offer¬ 
ing  plates  for  either  or  both  advance 
funds. 


To  Sustain  Everyday  Life:  UMCOR  Kits  Are  Another  Way  to  Give 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown  Material  Resources  Specifications 

Kits  to  Assist  in  Recovery  from  Disasters 

The  following  resources  are  used  in  places  where  people  may  have  suffered  losses 
due  to  natural  or  human  made  disasters.  Please  follow  the  directions  exactly. 

Include  all  items;  do  not  add  items.  Extra  gifts,  though  given  with  the  best  of  inten¬ 
tions,  render  a  kit  unusable  and  must  be  removed.  Note:  All  items  sent  must  be  new! 

Flood  Bucket 

These  supplies  help  people  begin  the  overwhelming  cleanup  job  after  a  flood  or 
storm. 

5-gallon  bucket  with  resealable  lid 

Bleach — two  1  -quart  or  one  82  oz.  bottle  (Do  not  include  bleach  of  you  are  shipping 
the  bucket  through  the  US  Postal  Service,  UPS  or  FedEx) 

5  scouring  pads 
7  pack  sponges 
1  scrub  brush 

1 8  cleaning  towels  (reusable  wipes) 

Liquid  laundry  detergent  (two  25  oz.  or  one  50  oz.  bottle) 

1  household  cleaner,  1 2-1 6  oz.  bottle 
Disinfectant  dish  soap,  16-28  oz.  bottle 
50  clothes  pins 

Clothes  line  (two  50  ft.  or  one  1 00  ft.) 

5  dust  masks 

2  pair  latex  gloves 
1  pair  work  gloves 

24-bag  roll  of  heavy-duty  trash  bags,  33-45  gallon  (remove  roll  from  box  before 
placing  in  bucket) 

1  Insect  repellant  spray,  6-14  oz.  can  (If  aerosol,  cans  must  have  protective  caps.  See 
special  requirements  below.*) 

1  Air  freshener,  8  or  9  oz.  can  (If  aerosol,  cans  must  have  protective  caps.  See  special 
requirements  below.*) 

*  Special  requirements:  Put  all  items  in  the  plastic  bucket  and  seal  lid.  Please  ensure 
that  all  cleansing  agents  are  liquids  (not  powder)  and  in  plastic  bottles.  All  aerosols 
or  flammables:  If  aerosols  are  included,  do  not  send  the  bucket  by  US  mail  or 
DHL/Airborne  freight.  Ship  by  UPS  ground,  FedEx  ground,  or  truck.  Pack  inside  the 
bucket  or  strong  outer  boxes.  Put  the  ORM-D  mark  on  the  outside  of  any  buckets  or 
boxes  containing  these  items.  Get  different  sizes  of  the  ORM-D  mark  at  HYPERLINK 

"http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/print/kits/orm-d.cfm"  http://gbgm- 

umc.org/umcor/print/kits/orm-d.cfm  or  use  the  one  on  the  next  page.  Copy  and  tape 
on  each  bucket  or  box.  Boxes  cannot  exceed  66  lbs.  each. 

Value:  $45  per  bucket. 

In  a  separate  envelope,  please  send  a  check  for  at  least  $1 .50  for  each  flood  bucket 
to  help  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  with  the  costs  of  processing  and  shipping. 

Thank  you  for  your  donations.  You  are  helping  to  make  a  difference  in  people's  lives. 

You  can  download  or  print  this  page  at  http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/print/kits/ 

The  ORM-D  Shipping  Mark 

If  including  aerosols,  do  not  send  by  US  mail  or  DHL/Airborne  freight.  Ship  by  UPS 
ground,  FedEx  ground,  or  truck.  Pack  inside  the  bucket  or  strong  outer  boxes.  Put 
the  ORM-D  mark  on  the  outside  of  any  buckets  or  boxes  containing  aerosols  or  flam¬ 
mables.  Copy  and  tape  on  each  bucket  or  box. 

You  can  download  other  ORM-D  labels  at  http://gbgm- 

umc.org/umcor/print/kits/orm-d.cfm 

To  learn  what  the  current  needs  are  call  1-800-81 4-8765.  Send  completed  kits  to:  UMCOR 
Sager  Brown  Depot,  P.O.  Box  850, 1 31  Sager  Brown  Road,  Baldwin,  LA  70514-0850. 
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Called  Session 

Oct.  16, 2004 
10  a.  m.-  1  p.m. 
at  the  Hampton  Inn 
and  La.  Convention  Center 
Alexandria 

Don't  forget  to  make  reservations  for 
lunch  and  child  care  by  Oct.  1 1 ! 


Hurricane  Relief 

Donations  can  be  made  for 
UMCOR’s  appeal  by  placing  checks 
in  the  collection  plate  on  Sunday 
morning,  or  by  mailing  them  to 
Louisiana  Annnual  Conference,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802.  Checks  should  be  made  out 
to  “La.  Annual  Conference”  and 
then  earmarked  “Hurricanes  2004,” 
Advance  #982410  in  the  memo  por¬ 
tion. 


W.T.  Handy  Youth 
Component  /4 

LAVIM  Celebration  /8 


News  from  the 
Districts  /5-6 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


NEWS, 

OPPORTUNITIES  AND 
WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 
CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 

October  8, 2004 


Safe  Harbor 


Sheltered  at  the  La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth,  refugees  from 
Hurricane  Ivan  watch  others  fleeing  the  storm  on  a  television  news 
report,  top.  Students  from  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans  took  shelter 
in  the  gym  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport,  above.  Photo  top  by  Lee 
Heubner/The  Town  Talk;  above  by  Peggy  Cooper/Centenary. 


La.  Conference  Center, 
Centenary  offer  shelter 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

United  Methodists  throughout  Louisiana 
extended  aid  and  harbor  to  evacuees  from 
Hurricane  Ivan  as  the  category  4  storm 
slammed  into  the  Gulf  Coast  last  month. 

Jammed  interstate  highways  were  filled  with 
millions  of  people  complying  with  forced  evac¬ 
uations  from  coastal  cities  in  the  storm’s  path. 

Approximately  200  of  those  seeking  shelter 
wound  up  in  Woodworth  at  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Center.  The  center  has  two  resi¬ 
dential  lodges,  a  main  facility  with  meeting 
rooms  and  dining  services,  and  a  chapel. 

“We  had  folks  from  all  over.  They  came  from 
Mobile,  Pensacola,  Gulf  Shores,  New  Orleans, 
and  cities  in  the  New  Orleans  area,”  said  Rev. 

See  Harbor,  page  3 


UMCOR,  church  organizations  aid  gradual  recovery  from  hurricanes 


The  storm-battered  South  is  slowly 
recovering  with  help  from  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  con¬ 
ference  leaders,  volunteers  and 
donors. 

With  damage  estimates  from  the 
four  hurricanes  that  have  pounded 
Florida  and  its  coastal  neighbors 


approaching  the  $34  billion  mark  and 
growing,  United  Methodist  relief  work¬ 
ers,  church  members  and  others  align¬ 
ing  themselves  with  UMCOR’s  efforts 
aren’t  deterred  by  the  mounting  dam¬ 
age  estimates.  Instead,  those  working 
on  the  conference  level  are  trying  to 
outpace  the  destruction. 


It’s  a  slow  go  right  now,  however. 
Linda  Beher,  UMCOR  communica¬ 
tions  director,  said  recovery  progress 
in  Florida  wasn’t  just  halted  by  the 
arrival  of  the  fourth  hurricane  in  six 
weeks,  it  was  severely  hampered. 

See  Recovery,  page  7 
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SMU  expands  aid  to  clergy  dependents  and  spouses 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 


What  About  Horizon 
United  Methodist  Church? 


In  a  prior  issue  of  Louisiana  Now!  I 
told  you  of  my  strange  dream  about 
three  mythical  churches  -  Horizon 
United  Methodist  Church,  Mystical 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  Destiny 
United  Methodist  Church.  If  you  will 
recall,  these  were  three  mythical  church¬ 
es  I  dreamed  about  that  the  Cabinet 
voted  to  close.  It  was  a  disturbing  dream 
in  many  ways,  and  all  too  real.  The 
thought  of  closing  any  church,  mythical 
or  actual,  is  a  very  painful  thought  for 
me. 

What  causes  a  church  to  lose  her 
momentum  and  eventually  her  life?  Is  it 
a  natural  aging  process  that  finally 
makes  the  fellowship  old  and  weak? 
Should  we  just  expect  that  a  church  will 
eventually  become  ineffective  and 
unable  to  involve  new  people  so  that 
new  life  can  be  infused?  Or  are  there 
characteristics  we  can  identify  that  can 
be  changed,  thus  giving  hope  for  the 
future  to  any  church  of  any  age  and  in 
any  station? 

HORIZON  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH  (the  first  of  the  mythical 
churches  in  the  dream)  was  a  church 
that  had  no  reason  to  close,  except  that 
she  had  become  too  uncreative  with  her 
vision.  When  the  church  had  begun 
years  before,  there  was  a  great  vision  of 
serving  the  people  God  had  placed  in 
that  community,  all  of  whom  needed  the 
ministry  of  the  church.  They  fully 
believed  that: 

"The  church  is  of  God,  and  will  be 
preserved  to  the  end  of  time, 

For  the  conduct  of  worship 

And  the  due  administration  of  God’s 
Word  and  Sacraments, 

The  maintenance  of  Christian  fel¬ 
lowship  and  discipline, 

The  edification  of  believers, 

And  the  conversion  of  the  world. 

All  of  every  age  and  station  stand  in 
need  of  the  means  of  grace  which  it 
alone  supplies.” 

(The  United  Methodist  Hymnal,  page 
45) 

At  first  the  people  came  naturally  to 
Horizon.  In  fact,  generations  came  faith¬ 
fully,  without  any  extra  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  membership  of  Horizon.  They 
were  stable,  steadfast,  and  satisfied. 

They  were  a  prominent  and  dominant 
force  in  their  small  town. 

Then  the  world  around  them  began 
to  change.  The  era  they  had  known  as 
Christendom  began  to  fade.  New  people 
were  moving  into  Horizonville,  but  they 
were  not  Christians.  In  fact,  they  had 
never  darkened  the  door  of  a  Christian 
church,  and  neither  had  their  parents. 
They  didn’t  automatically  come  any¬ 
more.  They  simply  found  other  things  to 
do  with  their  time. 

The  vision  of  Horizon  never  wavered. 
They  were  correct  in  continuing  to 
believe  of  their  church  that  “all  of  every 
age  and  station  stand  in  need  of  the 
means  of  grace  which  it  alone  supplies.” 
But  they  were  unable  or  unwilling  to 
offer  that  means  of  grace  in  any  inviting 
and  innovative  way  to  a  non-Christian 
culture.  They  failed  to  realize  the  mes¬ 


sage  of  their  own 
name.  A  horizon 
should  be  a  moving 
frontier  out  in  front 
of  us  at  all  times. 

A  horizon  is  an 
interesting  phenom¬ 
enon.  If  a  person 
stands  always  in  the 
same  spot,  the  hori¬ 
zon  never  moves  or 
changes.  For  the 
horizon  to  change,  it 
is  necessary  to  move 
forward  and  see  from  a  different  posi¬ 
tion.  The  horizon  expands  and  moves  as 
you  move.  That  does  not  mean  you  have 
to  change  vehicles  in  order  to  move  for¬ 
ward.  But  it  does  mean  you  have  to 
move  the  vehicle!  That  is  especially  true 
if  you  want  to  see  what  other  people  see 
and  thus  be  able  to  relate  to  them  about 
their  own  vision  and  their  own  horizon. 

Thank  God  we  have  discovered  that 
the  earth  is  round  and  not  flat.  If  it  were 
flat,  as  our  predecessors  taught  and 
believed,  the  ultimate  horizon  would  not 
change.  It  would  just  be  out  there  so  far, 
and  then  you  would  just  fall  off  into  an 
unknown  abyss.  But  with  the  curvature 
of  the  earth,  the  horizon  is  endless  as  we 
move  across  the  land  and  the  horizon 
keeps  unfolding  in  front  of  us.  And 
beyond  the  possible  horizons  of  earth, 
there  is  the  “final  frontier”,  space,  reach¬ 
ing  out  in  front  of  us  ad  infinitum. 

I  believe  the  succinct  message  for 
churches  like  Horizon  is  this.  What  once 
was  your  vision  may  still  be  relevant.  But 
for  it  to  retain  life  and  reach  new  people 
with  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  going 
to  have  to  be  cast  in  a  new  light  after 
viewing  the  horizon  from  new  and  differ¬ 
ent  perspectives.  Don’t  sit  in  false  securi¬ 
ty,  thinking  what  has  always  been  will 
always  be.  Dig  deep  into  your  spiritual 
insights  and  ask,  “How  would  God  view 
and  communicate  the  message  of  God’s 
Son  in  today’s  world?  What  is  the  rele¬ 
vant  means  we  have  to  convey  an  old, 
old  story  to  a  new,  new  generation?  What 
does  the  changing  horizon  tell  us  we 
must  do  in  order  to  reach  into  it  and 
speak  to  the  generation  that  sees  it  dif¬ 
ferently  than  we  always  have?” 

No,  Horizon  does  not  have  to  close. 
Horizon  does  not  even  have  to  change 
her  basic  vision,  if  it  is  a  vision  consistent 
with  the  will  of  God  and  consistent  with 
the  reason  for  our  being  as  a  church.  But 
Horizon  will  need  to  reframe  the  vision 
so  that  it  is  seen  through  the  eyes  of 
those  she  is  trying  to  reach  and  thus 
communicated  in  relevant  ways  so  that 
the  vision  is  caught  by  those  who  do  not 
yet  see. 

Bless  you  who  are  the  Horizon 
Churches  of  Louisiana!  May  your  vision 
take  you  on  an  exciting  journey  into  re¬ 
vision  so  that  the  world  may  believe! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fy/j.  /-Ju ^hJ**##***'-^ 


DALLAS — Dependents  and  spouses  of 
United  Methodist  Church  clergy  who 
attend  SMU  for  graduate  studies  will 
now  be  awarded  a  grant  of  $3,500,  uni¬ 
versity  officials  announced.  This  marks 
an  expansion  of  the  program, which  had 
previously  been  for  undergraduate  study 
only. 

“In  the  past,  the  award  applied  only  to 
undergraduate  programs,”  said  JamesE. 
Caswell,  vice  president  for  Student 
Affairs.  Under  the  revised  policy,  the 
award  can  be  applied  to  both  undergrad¬ 
uate  and  graduate  programs. 


Application  for  this  award  is  made  by 
indicating  eligibility  in  the  appropriate 
section  of  the  regular  financial  aid  form 
of  the  Office  of  Financial  Aid.  Eligibility 
approval  will  be  made  by  that  office. 

“This  revision  in  policy  is  not  only 
vitally  important  to  United  Methodist 
clergy  and  their  families,  but  it  also  rep¬ 
resents  a  significant  move  by  Southern 
Methodist  University  as  a  sign  of  our 
strong  relationship  with  The  United 
Methodist  Church,”  said  William  B. 
Lawrence,  dean  of  SMU’s  Perkins  School 
ofTheology. 


Gulfside  Assembly  celebrates  81  st  anniversary 


Gulfside  Assembly,  a  camp  and  retreat 
center  in  Waveland,  Miss.,  celebrated  its 
81st  anniversary  Aug.  12-15  with  several 
events. 

A  highlight  was  the  seventh  annual 
“Men  in  Black  Bow  Ties”  extravaganza, 
held  Aug.  14  in  Hoosier  Hall.  Keynote 
speaker  Bishop  Alfred  Norris,  a  former 
district  superintendent  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  delivered  a  message  on 
“doing  God’s  work.” 

Rev.  Barbara  Murray,  missioner  for  the 
New  Orleans  District,  performed  familiar 


hymns.  Mrs.  Alyce  H.  Christian  of  Texas 
sent  a  gift  of  $1,000  in  honor  of  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Norris. 

As  part  of  the  celebration,  Gulfside 
unveiled  a  commemorative  tapestry 
depicting  five  African  American  bishops 
in  the  foreground. 

The  limited  edition  tapestry  is  avail¬ 
able  for  purchase  at  Gulfside  Assembly 
or  by  mail. 

Information  on  how  to  order  the  tap¬ 
estry  can  be  obtained  from  Wilma 
Dunbar  at  (228)  467-4909. 
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Evacuees  who  fled  Hurricane  Ivan  enjoy  a  meal  at  the  Louisiana  Conference 
Center  in  Woodworth.  Approximately  200  of  those  seeking  shelter  wound  up  in 
Woodworth  at  the  Louisiana  Conference  Center. "We  had  folks  from  all  over. 
They  came  from  Mobile,  Pensacola,  Gulf  Shores,  New  Orleans,  and  cities  in  the 
New  Orleans  area,"  said  Rev.  Richard  Bushnell,  executive  director  for  the  center. 

Photo  by  Richard  Bushnell. 


Harbor, 


from  page  7 


Richard  Bushnell,  executive  director 
for  the  center. 

Evacuees  whose  homes  were 
spared  stayed  for  one  night.  Others 
stayed  as  along  as  three  days  and 
nights,  until  it  was  safe  to  return  and 
assess  the  damage  to  their  homes 
and  property. 

The  phone  rang  continuously  for 
several  days,  as  the  conference  center 
staff  made  room  for  hundreds  of 
people  who  had  no  hotel  reserva¬ 
tions  or  family  to  go  to.  ‘‘We  never 
stopped  trying  to  help  people,  even 
though  sometimes  we  had  to  send 
them  to  other  shelters.  But  we  made 
sure  that  everyone  found  a  place  to 
stay,”  said  Bushnell. 

The  center  even  wound  up  hous¬ 
ing  a  number  of  soldiers  who  had 
been  displaced  from  Camp 
Beauregard,  a  National  Guard  base  in 
Alexandria. 

The  camp,  by  taking  in  storm 
evacuees,  needed  to  find  other  shel¬ 
ter  for  some  of  their  personnel. 

‘‘One  woman  told  me  that  she 
couldn’t  believe  a  center  like  ours 
existed.  She  called  us  her  ‘refuge  in 
the  storm,  a  haven.’  She  added,  “I  feel 
like  I’ve  been  on  vacation,  instead  of 
running  away  from  Hurricane  Ivan.  I 
think  winding  up  here  was  God’s  way 
of  telling  me  that  things  will  be 
okay,”’  said  Bushnell. 

In  Shreveport,  Centenary  College 
welcomed  33  students,  staff,  and  fac¬ 
ulty  from  Dillard  University  in  New 
Orleans  to  its  campus  to  wait  out 
Hurricane  Ivan.  Both  Dillard  and 
Centenary  are  United  Methodist  col¬ 
leges  located  in  Louisiana. 

The  Centenary  Fitness  Center  was 
transformed  into  a  shelter  with  mat¬ 
tresses,  couches  and  televisions. 

‘‘The  outpouring  of  kindness  from 
the  Centenary  Community,  and 
some  local  businesses  was  over¬ 


whelming.  Faculty,  staff,  and  stu¬ 
dents  donated  items,  as  well  as  time 
and  energy,  for  these  evacuees.  The 
generosity  was  well  received  by  the 
Dillard  students.  They  (the  Dillard 
students)  were  delighted  to  be  able  to 
attend  classes  while  away  from  their 
own  campus.  It  was  heartwarming  to 
see  both  institutions  work  together  to 
make  the  situation  bearable  for  those 
students  evacuated,”  said  Lori 
Bradshaw,  dean  of  Student  Life  at 
Centenary. 

In  Woodworth,  the  staff  at  the  La. 
Conference  Center  was  also  eager  to 
make  their  visitors  comfortable. 
Bushnell  cautioned  them  that  the 
travelers  would  be  arriving  in  anxious 
moods.  ‘‘They  were  all  exhausted, 
some  traveling  for  10  hours  or  more. 
They  didn’t  know  what  would  be 
waiting  for  them  when  they  got  back 
home.  I  just  reminded  the  staff  to  use 
a  healthy  measure  of  patience  and  to 
go  that  extra  mile  to  meet  our  guests 
needs,”  said  Bushnell. 

Although  a  number  of  the  rooms 
had  been  booked  by  the  La. 
Conference’s  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  for  the  days  the  hurricane 
hit,  the  group  was  gracious  about 
canceling  their  event  so  that  the  facil¬ 
ities  could  be  used  by  evacuees. 

“This  was  a  wonderful,  uplifting 
experience  for  the  staff.  It  provided 
an  opportunity  to  extend  our  min¬ 
istry  to  people  we  may  probably 
never  see  again.  It  became  a  time  of 
spiritual  revival  and  renewal  for  each 
of  us  that  worked  here,”  said 
Bushnell. 

After  everyone  left  the  center  for 
home,  the  staff  received  several 
thank  you  emails,  and  even  a  letter 
asking  “How  is  everybody?” 

This  opportunity  to  practice  “holy 
hospitality”  provided  as  much  to  the 
“givers”  as  it  did  to  those  receiving. 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  recently  named  Gay  and  Marcus  Wren  of 
Minden  and  Dr.  Anita  Crump  of  New  Orleans  recipients  of  the  President's  Award  for 
Leadership  at  its  Legacies  Banquets  held  this  month.  Above,  Crump  stands  with 
Foundation  President  Dr.  Michael  Reeves  and  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson. 


Foundation  presents  President's  Award 


BATON  ROUGE-  Gay  and  Marcus 
Wren  of  Minden  and  Dr.  Anita  Crump  of 
New  Orleans  were  recipients  of  the 
President’s  Award  for  Leadership  given 
by  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  at  its  Legacies  Banquets  held 
this  month. 

This  award  is  given  to  recognize  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  established  a  legacy 
through  philanthropic  leadership  in  col¬ 
laboration  with  the  Foundation. 

“Our  Legacies  event  is  an  effort  to  say 
thank  you  to  those  who  exemplify  lead¬ 
ership  as  a  model  for  other  Methodists 
in  Louisiana.  Our  institutions  must  have 
this  kind  of  financial  support  in  order  to 
provide  the  varied  services  and  pro¬ 
grams  that  they  offer,”  said  Dr.  Michael 
Reeves,  president  of  the  Foundation. 

The  Wrens  received  their  award  at  a 
banquet  held  on  September  16  at  the 
Bayou  Desiard  Country  Club  in  Monroe, 
and  Dr.  Crump’s  award  was  given  at  the 
Plimsoll  Club  in  New  Orleans  on 
September  23. 

Each  received  a  flame-shaped  crystal 
prism  with  personalized  etching,  signify¬ 
ing  their  leadership  and  service  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Marcus  and  Gay  Wren  are  long  time 
active  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden.  They  are 
founding  members  of  the  Builders 
Sunday  School  class  and  attend  every 
Sunday.  Marcus  is  chairman  of  the 
Permanent  Endowment  Committee  and 
is  on  the  Administrative  Board.  He  also 
attends  Monday  Prayer  Breakfast.  Gay  is 
an  active  member  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  for  some  time  chaired  the 
church’s  Bereavement  Committee.  Also, 
Gay  recendy  retired  from  the  Chancel 
Choir,  after  50  years  of  service. 

Dr.  Anita  Crump  is  the  wife  of  the  late 
Leroy  Crump  who  was  a  past 
Conference  Associate  Lay  Leader.  Dr. 
Crump  was  elected  the  first  female 
Conference  Lay  Leader  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  served  from  1998  to 
2002.  She  is  a  member  of  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  and  serves  on  numerous  com¬ 
mittees.  She  served  eight  years  as  a 
member  of  the  General  Board  of 


Gay  and  Marcus  Wren 


Discipleship  and  the  Curriculum 
Committee.  She  has  served  as  a  Lay 
Delegate  to  many  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  and  led  the 
28-member  Louisiana  Conference 
Delegation  to  the  General  and 
jurisdictional  Conference  of  2000. 

Bishop  Wiliam  Hutchinson  was  on 
hand  at  each  banquet  to  praise  the 
Wrens’  and  Dr.  Crump’s  service,  leader¬ 
ship  and  support  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

This  year  United  Methodist  programs 
on  higher  education  were  highlighted  at 
the  banquets.  In  Monroe,  Rev.  Scott 
Wright,  executive  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Tech  University  Wesley 
Foundation,  made  a  presentation 
demonstrating  how  philanthropic  lead¬ 
ership  supports  that  ministry.  In  New 
Orleans,  Rev.  Shawn  Anglim,  campus 
minister  of  the  LSU  Wesley  Foundation 
and  recipient  of  the  United  Methodist 
Higher  Education  Foundation  Campus 
Minister  of  the  Year  Award  in  2003,  gave 
an  overview  of  the  LSU  Wesley 
Foundation’s  progress  over  the  last  four 
years.  For  these  and  other  Wesley 
Foundations,  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  has  provided 
grants  for  internships,  which  were  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  philanthropic  leadership  of 
Jesse  Stafford. 

At  the  Monroe  banquet,  Rev.  Jimmie 
Caraway,  former  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  was 
recognized  by  the  United  Methodist 

See  Award,  page  7 
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W.T.  Handy  Youth  Component 

Theme:  What's  My  Purpose?  Why  Am  I  Here? 


Schedule 

FRIDAY,  NOV  12,  2004 

REGISTRATION  &  CHECK  IN  AT  HOTEL  BEGINS  @  3:00PM  330  LOYOLA  (NEAR 
SUPERDOME) 

DINNER  6:00  P.M.-7:00  P.M.  (HOTEL  RESTAURANT) 

LATE  REGISTRATION  AT  6:00PM. 

OPENING  SESSION-WELCOME 

PRAISE  &  WORSHIP/  SCRIPTURE  &  PRAYER  7:00-7:30PM. 

SINGING,  SONGS,  SKITS  7:30-8:30 
NEELY  UMC 
ST.  MARK  UMC 
CAMPHOR  UMC 
CORNERSTONE  UMC 
MOUNT  ZION  (NEW  ORLEANS) 

ASBURY  UMC  (INVITED) 

ROBERTS  UMC 
BREAK  8:30-8:40 

BREAKING  THE  ICE/GAMES— JANET  JACKSON  8:50PM 
FOOD— 9:00-9:30PM 

BIBLE  STUDY/INVENTORY  ON  SPIRITUAL  GIFTS  9:40-  10:30PM 
SENDING  FORTH 

SATURDAY,  NOV.  13,  2004 
BREAKFAST— 6:30-7:30AM 
REGISTRATION  AT  DILLARD— 8:00AM 
OPENING  DEVOTION— 8:  30  NEWMAN  UMC 
WORKSHOPS  (DILLARD)  2001  GENTILLY  BLVD. 

9:00-10:00  AM — REV.  DERRICK  HILLS/AFTER  HIGH  SCHOOL,  WHAT’S  NEXT? 
MISSION  TRIP  (LAFON  NURSING  HOME)  (MEET  AT  8:30  AM) 

(OPTIONAL)  4021  CADILLAC  STREET 
9:00-11:00  (504)  288-2314 

LASHONE  SIMMONS-  ACTIVITY  COORDINATOR 
DISTRIBUTION  OF  CARDS  AND  GIFTS 
10:45-11:00  BREAK 

1 1 :00- 1 1 :45  2006  MISSION  TRIP  TO  AFRICA  12  PILGRIMS 
MS.  CAMPBELL 

SPIRITUAL  GIFTS-REV  DARLENE  MOORE 
REV.  LINDA  JOSEPH 
12:00-12:30  LUNCH 
12:15-12:45  SPIRITUAL  GIFTS  PART  II 

YOUTH  EVANGELISM  -MS.  CAMPBELL,  REV.  DERRICK 

HILLS,  REV.  DARLENE  MOORE, 

REV.  LINDA  JOSEPH,  JANET  JACKSON 
WORSHIP  WITH  BISHOP  WILLIAM  B.  HUTCHINSON 
WRAP-UP 

YOUTH  MISSION  PROJECT! 

ALL  PARTICIPANTS  ARE  REQUESTED  TOBRING  WHITE  SOCKS  (ADULT  SIZE) 
TO  BE  DISTRIBUTED  AT  LAFON  NURSING  HOME  SATURDAY,  NOV.  13,  2004. 


M/w  '  t  t'Hulf 

IB:,  .  ML  1 

■ 

Photos  by  Randell  Henry  and  Darlene  A.  Moore 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  recently  hosted  its  third  annual 
banquet  honoring  the  congregations  widows  and  widowers  with  dinner  and 
entertainment.  Bill  Dixon  serves  guests  of  the  banquet,  top.  Above,  Ronnie 
Crawford  drives  guest  Ruby  Freeman. 


Christ  UMC  honors  widows  and  widowers 


Christ  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  recendy  celebrated  its 
third  annual  banquet  honoring  their 
widows  and  widowers. 

This  popular  event  allowed  mem¬ 
bers  to  honor  this  special  group  with 
a  dinner  and  entertainment,  while 
allowing  members  of  all  ages  to  get  to 
know  one  another. 

Church  members  Jackie  and  Les 
Michaelis  coordinated  the  event  with 
a  hardworking  committee. 

Each  widow  or  widower  was  host¬ 
ed  by  a  couple  from  the  congrega¬ 
tion. 

The  host  couple  picks  up  their 
guest,  sits  with  them  during  the  ban¬ 
quet,  serves  their  dinner  to  them, 


and  returns  them  home  after  the 
banquet. 

Tables  were  set  with  flowers,  fine 
china  and  candlelight.  Entertainment 
ranged  from  popular  tunes  to  old- 
fashioned  country  ballads.  The  sen¬ 
iors  enjoyed  the  dancing,  laughter, 
and  for  some,  a  ride  home  in  a  sports 
car. 

“The  host  and  hostess  enjoy  this 
so  much,”  Jackie  said.  "They  buy 
their  guests  gifts  and  corsages.  It’s 
really  cute  how  they  treat  them  so 
well.” 

An  average  of  160  people  attend 
the  event  each  year.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  this  dinner,  call  Christ 
UMC  at  (318)  686-2553. 


Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in  Thibodaux  recently  celebrated  Family  Day  in  the 
Park. The  community-wide  event  echoed  the  Igniting  Ministry  theme,"Open  Hearts, 
Open  Minds,  Open  Doors." 


Calvary  UMC  celebrates 

Our  national  Igniting  Ministry  theme 
of  “Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open 
Doors”  was  recently  celebrated  at  a 
Family  Day  in  the  Park,  sponsored  by 
Calvary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Thibodaux. 

An  annual  community- wide  event, 
the  Sunday  morning  fete  began  with  tra¬ 
ditional  church  services  and  a  sermon  by 


Igniting  Ministry  theme 

Pastor  Robert  Johnson. 

Songs  by  the  male  chorus,  seven  bap¬ 
tisms,  a  health  talk  by  a  local  doctor  and 
testimonies  of  rehabilitated  young  men 
were  highlights  of  the  day.  The  crowd 
enjoyed  food  and  games. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Little 
Women’s  Circle  of  the  UMW,  their  par¬ 
ents  and  Rev.  Johnson. 


\\  e  grew  up 
”  T  here,  we  lived 
here  as  newlyweds 
and  raised  our 
children  here.  But 
our  children  now 
have  homes  of  their 
own.  So  odds  are, 
our  home  will  be 
sold  when  we  die. 


Using  our  home  as 
a  gift  has  allowed 
us  to  support  our 
faith,  earn  a  tax 
deduction,  and 
support  our  favorite 
United  Methodist 
ministries. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

Foundation 

- of  Louisiana _ 


For  more  information,  call  your 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 

^  8337  Jefferson  Highway 

Baton  Rouge.  LA  70809 
225.346.15 35  ■  800.256.9317 

www.umf.org 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Mt.  Zion,  New  Orleans,  revival  set  for  Oct.  1 0 


Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  is  preparing 
to  have  a  “hallelujah  good  time”  dur¬ 
ing  their  Revival  2004. 

The  revival  begins  Sunday,  Oct.  10 
at  Mt.  Zion’s  9  a.m.  service  and  con¬ 
tinues  through  Wednesday,  Oct.  13t. 
Services  on  Monday  through 
Wednesday  begin  with  praise  and 
worship  from  6:45  p.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 
followed  by  a  Revival  Celebration. 

Rev.  Percell  Church,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Las 
Vegas,  Nev.  comes  home  to  bring 


spirit  driven  messages  as  the  revival¬ 
ist.  Members  of  his  church  choir  will 
accompany  him  and  perform  a  musi¬ 
cal  selection  during  the  Sunday  cele¬ 
bration. 

The  theme  for  Revival  2004  is  “A 
Time  for  Preaching,  Praying  and 
Praising".  PastorVictorT.  McCullough 
and  the  Mount  Zion  family  invite  you 
to  be  revived  with  them.  Mount  Zion 
UMC  is  located  in  New  Orleans  at 
2700  Louisiana  Ave.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  you  may  contact  the  church 
office  at  (504)  895-6110. 


In  Memoriam 


Marjorie  M.  Morris,  wife  of  Rev. 
Virgil  D.  Morris,  May  11, 2004. 

Dorothy  Singletary,  wife  of  Rev. 
Paul  C.  Singletary,  Sept.  5,  2004. 


Bishop  L.  Scott  Allen,  survived  by 
Sara  Allen.  Condolences  may  be  sent 
to  1221  M.L.  King,  Jr.  Drive  SW, 
Atlanta,  GA. 


Interchurch  Conference  urges  wetland  protection 


In  1987,  the  Commission  on 
Stewardship  of  the  Environment  was 
formed  as  part  of  the  La.  Interchurch 
Conference,  a  nonprofit,  tax-exempt 
organization. 

The  LIC  holds  that  preserving  and 
restoring  our  wetlands  and  providing 
clean,  safe  water  is  a  fundamental  moral 
responsibility.  In  2003,  the  commission 
distributed  10,000  Ezekiel  34  Initiative 
brochures  advocating  the  legislation  that 


successfully  created  Louisiana’s  first 
comprehensive  water  policy.  In  2004,  the 
Ezekiel  34  Initiative  began  a  multi-year 
effort  to  secure  national  funding  for,  and 
implementation  of,  a  comprehensive 
Louisiana  wetlands  restoration  program. 

Individuals  and  congregations  want¬ 
ing  to  know  more  about  the  Ezekiel  34 
Initiative  may  contact  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  office  at  (225) 
344-0134  orlainterchurch@aol.com. 


Selita  Albano,  an  active  member  of  St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Metairie,  was  recently  honored  by  the  church  with  a  reception. 

A  member  of  St.  Matthew's  for  over  40  years,  Albano  is  moving  to  an  assisted 
living  home  in  Slidell  near  Aldersgate  UMC. 

Over  the  years,  she  has  served  the  congregation  as  a  delegate  to  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  cashier  and  "baker"  for  Wednesday  night  dinners,  and  as  chaperone  for 
youth  and  mission  trips.  Albano  has  been  a  member  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  the  church  Finance  Committee  and  Administrative  Boards,  and  has 
been  actively  involved  in  Cursillo.  Albano  is  pictured  with  Dr.  D.  A.  Harrington, 
pastor  of  St.  Matthew's  UMC  and  a  special  cake  enjoyed  at  the  reception. The 
cake  is  inscribed:"Selita:  You  are  the  treasure  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow." 


Don't  forget  to  register  for 

Junior  High  Retreat 

#1  October  29-31,2004 
(Deadline  October  22) 

#2  November  12-14,2004 
(Deadline  November  5) 

Registration  available  online  at 
www.la-umc.org/2004jrhi.htm 


'Withstanding  Storms' available  at  called  session 


Copies  of  Dr.  James  White’s  book 
“Withstanding  the  Storms  that 
Surround”  will  be  available  at  the  called 
session  of  annual  conference  on  Oct.  16 
in  Alexandria. 

The  book  contains  drawings  and  his¬ 
tories  of  78  historic  churches  in  central 
and  north  Louisiana,  of  which  33  are 
United  Methodist.  Books  are  available 


when  a  donor  makes  a  gift  of  $20  or 
more  to  the  Daughenbaugh — Matheny 
Scholarship  Fund,  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  the  Laity  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Sarah  Kreutziger  is  chair  of 
this  project,  which  gave  over  $20,000  in 
scholarslrips  to  students  attending 
Dillard  University  and  Centenary 
College. 


HOPE:  Help  Other  People  Excel 

The  renovation’s  complete  and  our  doors  are  open  to  HOPE:  Help 
Other  People  Excel.  Please  join  us  in  celebrating  the  grand  opening  of 
our  Client  Choice  Food  Pantry,  an  innovative  and  dignified  way  to 
distribute  food  to  the  hungry  in  our  community,  2-5  p.m.  Sunday, 

Oct.  17.,  on  the  grounds  of  United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries,  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  4643  Winbourne  Avenue  (between 
Foster  and  Acadian  Thruway). 

Events  include: 

10  Lb. Tour 

Games  for  Kids 
Food  Relays 
Taste  Test 
Cool  Door  Prizes 
Invite  a  friend  and  pass  this  on! 

PROJECT  PARTNERS: 

Greater  Baton  Rouge  Food  Bank 
Rotary  Club  of  Baton  Rouge 


For  more  info  contact: 

Renee  Craft 
Executive  Director 

United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries,  Inc. 
4643  Winbourne  Avenue 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 
phone:  (225)  355-0702,  ext.  21 
email:  RenCraft@aol.com 
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Millsaps  to  host  Faith 

The  D.  L.  Dykes,  Jr.  Foundation,  in 
cooperation  with  Millsaps  College  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  will  present  a  Faith 
and  Reason  seminar  Oct.  13-15  on 
the  Millsaps  campus. 

“The  Prospect  of  a  World 
Community  of  Religions: 

Domination  or  Collaboration?”  is  the 
theme  for  this  three-day  symposium. 

Prominent  speakers  such  as 
Marcus  Borg,  Sister  Joan  Chittister, 
Tex  Sample  and  Arvind  Sharma  will 
speak  on  the  topic  of  peace  among 
world  religions. 


and  Reason  seminar 

"It’s  time  to  move  past  the  merely 
polite  stage  of  acknowledging  other 
people’s  beliefs  and  start  thinking 
seriously  about  what  members  of  the 
different  traditions  might  need  to 
learn  from  each  other  and  how  they 
might  cooperate  in  pursuit  of  a 
blessed  life,”  said  Steven  G.  Smith, 
professor  of  Religious  Studies  at 
Millsaps  College. 

For  more  information,  visit  the 
website  at  www.faithandreason.org, 
or  call  (800)  882-7424,  or  email 
dykesfoundation@bellsouth.net. 


Task  force  releases  new  disabilities  resources 


The  United  Methodist  Task  Force  on 
Developmental  Disabilides  is  proud  to 
announce  that  the  revised  edition  of  the 
Gateway  Club  curriculum  is  ready  for 
publication  and  distribution.  This  prac¬ 
tical  resource  guides  congregations  to 
establish  and  carry  out  ministries  with 
youth  and  adults  who  are  developmen¬ 
tal^  disabled.  The  search  to  find  how 
best  to  make  these  materials  available  to 
the  general  public  began  at  the  Task 
Force’s  annual  meeting  on  July  22-24, 
held  at  Methodist  Theological  School  of 
Ohio  in  Delaware,  Ohio. 

The  Task  Force  also  has  a  resource 
packet  of  information  available.  The 
material  addresses  camping  and  other 
programming  opportunities  for  persons 
with  developmental  disabilities. 

The  packet  includes  real  life  stories 
shared  by  persons  with  special  needs 
active  in  their  local  United  Methodist 
Church  congregations,  and  an  extensive 
resource  bibliography. 

Contact  Pat  Cook  at  (913)  682-8517  to 
get  your  packet. 

The  next  major  project  for  the  task 
force  is  the  creation  of  a  web  site.  The 


site  will  facilitate  a  connection  with  other 
United  Methodists  who  share  a  passion 
for  enriching  faith  journeys  of  all  through 
the  interaction  of  persons  with  and  with¬ 
out  disabilities  in  our  congregations  and 
conferences. 

The  web  site  will  be  an  avenue  for 
exchanging  information  about  raising 
congregational  awareness  and  including 
children,  youth,  and  adults  with  develop¬ 
mental  disabilities  in  worship,  Christian 
education,  and  the  entire  life  of  the 
church. 

The  Task  Force  needs  contributions 
from  people  concerning  experiences, 
ministry  failures  and  successes  in  their 
local  churches  and  beyond. 

Please  share  your  stories,  program 
ideas,  photos,  and  questions.  Submit 
items  to  Carol  Lenhart  at 
icarainbow@aol.com  or  c/o  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church,  1533 
Springhouse  Rd.,  Allentown,  PA  18104. 

The  2005  meeting  will  be  held  July  14- 
16  in  Seattle.  Contact  chairperson 
Martha  Hindman  at  (515)  262-2880  if 
you  have  issues  or  concerns  that  need  to 
be  on  the  agenda. 


Centenary  Opera  Workshop  set  for  October 


SHREVEPORT  -  The  Centenary  Opera 
Workshop  will  feature  a  variety  of  musi¬ 
cal  and  theatrical  talents  in  its  upcoming 
fall  production  set  for  Saturday,  Oct.  30, 
and  Sunday,  Oct.  31. 

The  program  will  be  held  at  7  p.m.  on 
Saturday  and  3  p.m.  on  Sunday  in 
Anderson  Auditorium,  which  is  located 
in  the  Hurley  Music  Building.  It  is  free 
and  open  to  the  public,  with  seating  pro¬ 
vided  on  a  first-come  basis. 

Highlights  include  two  scenes  from 
Bernstein’s  West  Side  Story,  "Gee,  Officer 
Krupke,”  featuring  the  male  singers  of 
Opera  Workshop  and  “I  Feel  Pretty,”  fea¬ 
turing  a  group  of  female  singers  with 
soloist  Shelly  Walker. 

The  program  will  conclude  with 
excerpts  from  Act  II  of  Bizet’s  opera 
Carmen,  including  the  opening  “Gypsy 
Song,”  the  “Toreador”  song  and  the 


famous  quintet  of  smugglers. 

Opera  Workshop  students  will  sing 
under  the  vocal  direction  of  Dr.  Gale 
Odom,  dean  of  the  Hurley  School  of 
Music.  Sophomore  Scott  Brown,  a  dou¬ 
ble  major  in  music  and  engineering,  will 
be  accompanying  on  piano. 

Senior  Sarah  Kate  Ross  will  perform  as 
Carmen,  Katie  McKee  and  Lauren  Thrift 
as  the  gypsies  Frasquita  and  Mercedes, 
Codey  Whitt  and  Adam  Philley  as  smug¬ 
glers  Remendado  and  Dancairo  and 
Billie  Harland  as  the  toreador  Escamillo 
in  Carmen. 

According  to  “workshop  style,”  there 
are  minimal  costumes  and  sets  in  the 
production.  Emphasis  is  primarily 
placed  upon  developing  the  singing  and 
acting  skills  of  the  students. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Hurley  Music  office  at  (318)  869-5235. 


Award, 


from  page  3 


Church  Foundation  of  Evanston,  Illinois 
for  his  many  years  of  leadership,  both 
spiritual  and  financial.  Rev.  Caraway  has 
made  personal  contributions  and  has 
been  instrumental  in  developing  several 
endowments  for  the  Foundation. 

Additionally,  recognition  was  given  to 


Roberta  Green  Hinton  and  James  and 
Jenna  Fae  Justiss  in  Monroe  and  to  Dr. 
Emile  J.  Bernard,  Jr.  and  Larry  and  Fran 
Sisung  in  New  Orleans,  honoring  them 
for  their  outstanding  dedication  and 
generous  gifts  to  the  children  and  fami¬ 
lies  of  the  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 


Recovery,  from  page  7 


"Jeanne  pretty  much  delayed  a  lot 
of  initiatives  in  mid-Florida  because 
our  volunteers  are  now  cleaning  up 
again  instead  of  rebuilding.”  Beher 
said.  "It’s  a  bad  situation:  They  had  to 
stop  with  the  progress  and  go  back  to 
square  one,  clearing  out  floodwater.” 

UMCOR,  while  working  closely 
with  relief  efforts  in  the  United  States, 
also  must  focus  on  the  international 
effects  of  the  storms. 

Beher  said  teams  will  assess 
humanitarian  needs  in  Haiti  and 
Grenada  witliin  the  next  10  days,  fol¬ 
lowing  up  on  emergency  grants  sup¬ 
plied  early  on. 

“Haiti  is  just  such  a  terrible  situa¬ 
tion,”  Beher  said.  "People  who  have 
lost  everything  are  walking  barefoot 
in  the  mud,  and  they’re  being  cut 
from  roofing  aluminum  and  other 
metal  they  can’t  see.  We’re  being  told 
that  many  people  are  getting  infec¬ 
tions  and  suffering  amputations 
without  anesthesia  because  there’s  no 
availability.” 

The  hurricanes  began  in  mid- 
August  with  Charley,  which  struck 
Florida  and  moved  northward  into 
other  states. 

That  was  followed  by  Hurricanes 
Frances,  Ivan  and  Jeanne,  which  hit 
along  the  Gulf  Coast  and  up  through 
the  Eastern  states,  causing  wind 
damage  and  flooding. 

Churches  in  Florida,  Alabama  and 
other  states  were  responding  to  the 
damage  in  their  communities. 

“Many  churches  here  have  had 
double-handfuls  of  families  that  have 
lost  everything,”  said  Meredyth 
Earnest,  director  of  communications 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Alabama-West  Florida  Annual 
(regional)  Conference.  “We’re  focused 
on  getting  every  available  resource 
into  the  hands  of  those  who  can  help 
these  people  quickly.” 

Critical  needs  now  are  money  and 
work  teams,  Earnest  said.  The 
Alabama-West  Florida  Conference 
has  146,000  members  in  eight  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  every  district  sustained 
damage,  either  from  the  eye  of  the 
hurricane  itself  or  its  secondary 
assault  of  high  winds,  flooding  and 
tornadoes. 

To  ensure  every  pair  of  hands  is 
put  right  to  work,  a  clearinghouse  has 
been  set  up  for  people  arriving  to 
support  the  recovery  efforts.  All  dis¬ 
tribution  efforts,  work  team  assign¬ 
ments,  flood  bucket  deliveries  and 
donation  efforts  are  centralized  in 
Mobile,  Ala. 

Earnest  said  anyone  coming  to  the 
area  should  first  call  the  center  so 
that  housing  can  be  found,  as  accom¬ 
modations  are  in  short  supply. 

The  toll-free  number  to  call:  (866) 
340-1956  from  8:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 
Monday  through  Saturday.  E-mail 
may  be  sent  to  disaster@awfumc.org. 

Clyde  Pressley,  who  coordinates 
the  Mobile-based  disaster  recovery 
center,  said  people  from  every  state 
are  seeing  the  magnitude  of  the  need 
and  responding. 

“They’re  coming,  they’re  donating, 


they’re  getting  involved  in  whatever 
way  they  can,”  Pressley  said.  “The 
images  on  their  televisions  and  in 
their  newspapers  are  literally  tugging 
at  their  hearts.  And  we  try  to  prepare 
them  to  see  this  as  a  very  primitive 
mission  trip  they're  embarking  on. 
The  more  self-sufficient  they  can  be, 
the  better.” 

Among  the  first  to  call  and  volun¬ 
teer  after  Ivan  ripped  through  the 
area  were  Jack  and  Loretta  Grilley  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Holland,  Mich. 

The  retired  couple  told  Pressley, 
simply,  “We  want  to  come.” 

Pressley  said  the  Grilleys’  experi¬ 
ence-jack  in  shipping  and  distribu¬ 
tion  and  Loretta  in  computer  pro- 
gramming-has  proven  to  be  as 
invaluable  as  their  willing  spirit.  Jack 
Grilley  has  coordinated  much  of  the 
food  and  supply  distribution,  while 
Loretta  has  customized  software  that 
marries  volunteers’  skills  and  avail¬ 
able  time  with  existing  needs. 

“If  ever  there  was  a  case  where 
God  picked  someone  up  and  set 
them  down  where  he  needed  them  to 
be,  this  is  it,”  Pressley  said.  “They  are 
simply  invaluable  to  us. 

“I  get  emotional  about  it,”  he  said, 
his  voice  cracking.  “There’s  no  other 
way  to  explain  what  I  see  at  work 
here  every  day.” 

Churches  planning  mission  trips 
may  start  thinking  about  bringing 
teams  to  Alabama,  Florida  and  other 
destinations  during  the  winter  holi¬ 
days,  spring  break  or  even  next  sum¬ 
mer,  Earnest  said. 

“It’s  not  too  early  to  start  planning 
for  trips  that  can’t  necessarily  be 
made  right  now,”  she  said. 

“We’ll  have  needs  then,  too,  no 
doubt.  They’ll  be  different  needs,  but 
they’ll  be  there.” 

Rebuilding,  in  the  physical  sense, 
is  made  easier  by  the  spiritual 
rebuilding  that  manifests  itself  before 
Pressley  each  day. 

“You  think  about  the  pain  a 
church  feels  when  one  family  is  hurt¬ 
ing  or  has  a  tremendous  need,  then 
think  that  these  churches  have  20  or 
30  or  more  families  who  have  lost 
everything,”  he  said.  “God  is  working 
hard  here,  too.” 

Donations  can  be  made  for 
UMCOR’ s  appeal  by  placing  checks 
in  the  collection  plate  on  Sunday 
morning,  or  by  mailing  them  to 
Louisiana  Annnual  Conference,  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
Checks  should  be  made  out  to  "La. 
Annual  Conference"  and  then  ear¬ 
marked  "Hurricanes  2004,"  Advance 
#982410  in  the  memo  portion. 

UMCOR  continues  to  need  flood 
buckets  containing  supplies  that  vol¬ 
unteers  use  in  post-hurricane 
cleanup.  Go  to  http://gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor/print/kits/  for 
details. 

Completed  flood  buckets-with 
$1.50  per  bucket  to  cover  reshipping- 
should  be  sent  to  UMCOR  Sager 
Brown,  101  Sager  Brown  Road, 
Baldwin,  La.  70514. 
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NOVEMBER  5-6,2004 
FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
2727  JACKSON  STREET 
ALEXANDRIA,  LA 


SCHEDULE 


Friday,  November  5 


2:00-3:00 

Bishop  Dandala 

General  Secretary 

All  Africa  Council  of 
Churches, 

Media  Conference 

3:00-5:30 

Registration 

3:30-4:30 

Early  Bird  Workshops 

5:00-6:00 

Displays  &  Hors  d’oeuvre 
dinner 

6:00-7:00 

Opening  Address 
Sanctuary:  Dr.  Christine 
Sine 

7:00-7:15 

Break 

7:15-8:15 

Major  Workshops 

8:15-8:30 

Break 

8:30 

Worship  -  Bishop 

Dandala 

Saturday,  November  6 

7:00-8:00 

Late  Registration 

8:00-9:00 

International  Workshops 

9:00-9:05 

Break 

9:05-9:35 

Places  for  Service 
Workshops 

9:05-10:05 

Sine  Book  Signing 

9:35-10:05 

Places  for  Service 
Workshops 

10:05-10:15 

Break 

10:15-11:15 

"How  To"  Workshops 

11:15-12:15 

International  Workshops 

12:15-1:20 

Lunch  and  State  of  LAVIM 

1:20-1:30 

Break 

1 :30-2:00 

Places  for  Service 
Workshops 

2:00 

Closing  Worship 

Bishop  Solomon 

WORKSHOPS 

Early  Bird  Workshops 

3:30  p.m. 

1.  Bishop  Solomon 

How  to  Get  Your  Church 
Involved  in  VIM 

2.  Ann  Sutton  Family  Missions 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon 

Offerings  at  our  Worship  Services  will 

go  to  a  ministry  named  by  the  Augie  Aamodt 

Award  Recipient. 


Major  Workshops 

1 .  Rena  Yocom-Looking  at  the 
World  through  Other  Eyes 

2.  Bishop  Dan  Solomon 
Spirituality  in  Mission 

3.  Christine  Sine 
Volunteerism  and  the  Call 

International  Workshops 

1.  India -TBA 

2.  Cambodia  -  Doug  Milliron  & 

Esther  Gitobu 

3.  South  Africa  -  Ross  Olivier, 

Jenny  Mooney  &  Tony  Angell 

4.  Kenya  -  Gerri  &  Bill  Savuto 

5.  Bolivia  -  Dakin  Cook 

6.  Venezuela  -  Allen  Tuten  & 

Zabdiel  Arenas 

7.  El  Salvador  -  Ray  &  Lou  Ann 
Stickman 

8.  Honduras  -  John  Kraus  &  Gary  Willis 

9.  Senegal  -  Alonzo  &  Jackie  Campbell 

"How  To"  Workshops 

1.  Howto  Get  Your  Church  Involved  in 
VIM 

Bishop  Solomon 

2.  Mini-Meds  &  Construction 
Willie  Berman 


3. 

Hispanic  VBS  -  Karen  Batchelor  & 
Becky  Hymes 

4. 

Takin'  It  to  the  Streets 

John  Butterfield  &  John  Bergstedt 

5. 

Family  Missions  -  Ann  Sutton 

6. 

LAVIM  101  -  Larry  Norman 

7. 

Survival  of  the  Fittest  -  Christine 
Sine 

Dr.  Christine  Sine's  book  signing  will  be  held 

on  Saturday  from  9:05a.m.  to  10:05a.m. 

Places  for  Service  Workshops 

1. 

Border  Fellowship  Commission 
Susan  Heliums 

2. 

Heifer  Project  International 

Ken  Herren 

3. 

Dulac  Community  Center 

Alice  Rothrock 

4. 

UMCOR  Depot  -  Gwen  Redding 

5. 

Disaster  Response  -  Sarah 
Schoeffler  &  Liz  Bodin 

6. 

Red  Bird  Missions  -  Reggie  Skains 

7. 

Mt.  Sequoyah  -  TBA 

8. 

Navajo  Nation  -  Wybra  Price  & 
Jerry  Hilbun 

9. 

Choctaw  UM  Mission 

Lamarylis  Cotton  &  Jodi  Adams 

10. 

Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Conf. 
Amy  Bidnick  &  Steve  Porter 

11. 

NOMADS  -  Barbara  &  Sock 
Sockrider 

12.  Alaska  -  Allen  Tuten 

13.  Individual  Volunteers 
Don  &  Virginia  White 

Special:  Bishop  Dandala  will  be  preaching  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
Sunday  Morning. 

Hotel  Information 

Blocks  of  rooms  with  special  pricing  for  our 
event  will  be  held  at  the  following  hotels 
until  October  22, 2004.  Rooms  may  not  be 
available  after  that  date.  Please  call  the 
hotels  directly  at  the  numbers  listed  below 
and  ask  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Church  rate. 

Hampton  Inn  [conference  rate  $62  per  night] 
2225  N.  MacArthur  Drive 
Alexandria,  LA 

318-487-8500  or  800-426-7866 
and  ask  for  group  reservations 


Ramada  Inn  [conference  rate  $45/$50  per 
night] 

742  MacArthur  Drive 
Alexandria,  LA 
318-448-1611 

and  ask  for  group  #  CGLACM 


Please  share  your  Places  of  Service: 


Charge  by  Credit  Card  (circle  type): 
Card  # _ 


VISA 


Expiration  Date  (MM/YR): 


(Signature-  Credit  Card  only) 

Please  mail  your  registration  with  fee  to: 
LAVIM 

10230  Mollylea  Drive 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

Email:  qobannon@broadmoor-umc.org 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


CHURCH 
EMAIL  _ 


Please  indicate  your  workshop  choices  by  number: 
Friday:  3:30  p.m.  Early  Bird  Workshop 

7:15  p.m.  Major  Workshop 
Saturday:  8:00  a.m.  International  Workshop 

9:05  a.m.  Places  for  Service  Workshop 
9:35  a.m.  Places  for  Service  Workshop 
10:15  a.m.  “How  To”  Workshop 
11:15  a.m.  International  Workshop 
1:30  p.m.  Places  for  Service  Workshop 


Registration  fee:  $40  before  October  1 ,  $45  after  October  1 


Therapy  Dog  /6 


Little  Hands  of  Praise  /5 


Helping  Habitat  / 5 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Called  Session 


Rev.  Quinn  O'Bannon,  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  asks  a  question 
about  the  new  health  plan  during  the  called  session  on  Oct.  1 6.  Outside, 
Tommy  Robins  and  Tim  Hebert  load  flood  buckets  donated  by  various 
conference  churches  onto  an  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  trailer. The  buckets  will 
be  used  for  disaster  relief  from  Hurricane  Ivan.  Photos  by  Betty  Backstrom. 


Special  session  yields 
answers  on  health  care 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  members 
gathered  on  Oct.  16  at  the  La.  Convention 
Centre  in  Alexandria  to  decide  the  future  of 
health  care  insurance  for  the  conference. 

In  an  easily  decided  vote,  members 
attending  the  called  session  of  annual  con¬ 
ference  voted  for  a  proposal  developed  by 
the  Conference  Health  Insurance  Task 
Force.  The  group,  appointed  as  a  result  of 
action  at  the  2003  annual  conference  ses¬ 
sion,  spent  the  last  year  and  a  half  develop¬ 
ing  the  proposal  which  mandates  full  par¬ 
ticipation  from  churches  wishing  to  receive 
full-time  clergy  appointments. 

The  proposal  states,  "In  order  to  be  eligi¬ 
ble  to  receive  a  full-time  appointment,  a 

See  Called  Session,  page  3 


Council  of  Bishops  opens  international  headquarters  on  Capitol  Hill 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  —  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Council  of 
Bishops  has  opened  its  international 
headquarters  at  the  historic  United 
Methodist  Building  on  Capitol  Hill. 

The  opening  marks  the  first  time  the 
council  has  had  a  permanent  office,  said 
Bishop  Peter  D.  Weaver,  the  council’s 


president,  in  making  the  Sept.  27 
announcement.  The  building,  which 
also  houses  other  United  Methodist  and 
ecumenical  agencies,  is  across  the  street 
from  the  U.S.  Capitol  and  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court. 

The  church  has  68  active  bishops, 
including  50  in  the  United  States  and  18 


in  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Philippines. 

“United  Methodist  bishops  have 
much  to  offer  to  the  church  and  to  the 
world,”  said  Weaver,  who  leads  United 
Methodists  in  New  England.  “As  a  coun¬ 
cil,  we  believe  we  are  better  positioned 

See  Bishops,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


The  Mystery  of  Mystical 
United  Methodist  Church 


A  few  weeks  ago  I  had  a  strange 
dream.  In  it  I  dreamed  the  Cabinet  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference  was  voting 
on  closing  three  churches.  When  I 
awoke  I  clearly  remembered  the 
names  of  these  three  fictitious  church¬ 
es  -  Horizon  United  Methodist 
Church,  Mystical  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  Destiny  United  Methodist 
Church.  I’ve  pondered  extensively 
what  these  three  mysterious  names 
might  signify.  Last  week  I  wrote  about 
Horizon.  Today  I  philosophize  on 
Mystical. 

When  Mystical  United  Methodist 
Church  was  founded  only  a  few  years 
ago,  no  one  could  clearly  define  why  it 
should  exist.  It  was  in  an  area  of  the 
state  that  had  demographics  that 
seemed  to  support  the  need  for  a  new 
United  Methodist  Church.  New  indus¬ 
try  was  coming  to  the  area.  New  peo¬ 
ple  were  moving  in.  Large  housing 
developments  were  on  the  drawing 
board.  It  was  supposed  to  be  a  grow¬ 
ing  spot.  Such  growth  surely  calls  for  a 
new  United  Methodist  Church. 

So  Mystical  was  conceived  and 
planted.  It’s  roots  were  poorly  formed, 
were  not  deeply  planted  in  the  soil  of 
|  clarity  of  mission,  and  its  growth  was 
minimal  at  best.  The  demographics 
proved  to  be  correct.  The  industry' 
came.  The  new  people  were  abun¬ 
dant.  The  housing  developments  are 
now  scattered  across  the  landscape 
and  houses  are  as  plentiful  as  trees. 

But  Mystical  remains  a  mystery  and 
very  marginal. 

No  one  at  Mystical  can  definitively 
tell  you  why  it  exists.  That  is  true  of 
the  clergy  as  well  as  of  the  lay  leader¬ 
ship.  And  yet,  for  the  past  several 
years  it  has  been  there.  But  finally  the 
lack  of  purpose  and  the  lack  of  direc¬ 
tion  have  taken  their  toll  and  Mystical 
no  longer  makes  sense  to  today’s  peo¬ 
ple.  Consequendy,  there  is  no  life  giv¬ 
ing  energy  at  Mystical.  It  is  threatened 
with  closure  because  it  can  no  longer 
support  itself. 

On  Sunday’s  they  stand  and  sing 
the  wonderful  Charles  Wesley  hymn, 
"And  Can  It  Be  that  I  Should  Gain.” 

The  second  stanza  is  especially  appro¬ 
priate: 


In  vain  the 
first-born  seraph 
tries  to  sound  the 
depths  of  love 
divine. 

‘Tis  mercy  all! 
Let  earth  adore; 

let  angel  minds 
inquire  no  more.” 


Bishop  william  w.  it  might  be  more 

Hutchinson  apropos  for 

Mystical  to  sing: 


‘Tis  mystery  all:  the  aimless  church 
dies 

Who  can  explain  why  we  exist? 

In  vain  the  preacher  and  bishop 
tries  to  sound  the  depths  of  love 
divine. 

‘Tis  mystery  all!  He’s  such  a  bore; 

let  human  minds  inquire  no  more.” 


The  lesson  seems  to  be  that  the 
church  that  cannot  clearly  state  it’s 
mission  is  doomed  to  eventual  failure. 
The  church  that  cannot  clearly  articu¬ 
late  the  good  news  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
destined  for  closure.  The  church  that 
does  not  clearly  know  that  they  exist  to 
bring  the  message  of  salvation  to  a 
hurting  and  pain-filled  world,  will  not 
survive  in  a  hurting  and  pain-filled 
world.  There  are  enough  social  agen¬ 
cies  to  do  the  social  work.  “The 
church  alone  has  the  means  of  grace 
that  all  of  every  age  and  station  need.” 

When  the  Mystical  United 
Methodist  Churches  become  clearly 
converted  to  the  conviction  that  they 
are  agents  of  God’s  love  and  grace  for 
the  people  whom  they  serve,  then  the 
mystery  of  why  they  are  there  will 
evaporate.  When  the  mission  is  no 
longer  a  mystery,  Mystical  will  survive. 

There  has  to  be  a  lesson  in  here 
somewhere!  Have  you  experienced 
such  a  church  in  your  journey?  When 
you  do  you  will  know  it!  And  you  will 
wonder,  “How  will  they  ever  make  it?” 
They  already  don’t  know  what  it  means 
to  be  a  church.  Soon  all  around  them 
will  know  the  same.  And  when  that 
happens  their  life  will  be  limited.  That 
doesn’t  seem  to  be  much  of  a  mystery 
to  me! 


“’Tis  mystery  all:  th’Immortal  dies!  In  Christ’s  love, 
Who  can  explore  his  strange 
design? 


Aguila  appointed  to  Commission  on  Women 


Pete  Aguila,  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  has  been 
elected  to  serve  on  the  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Aguila  serves  as  the  chair  of  the 


Louisiana  Conference  Hispanic 
Ministries  Task  Force. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  La.  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  of  the  Marcha  Hispanic 
Caucus. 


Lafon  golf  tournament  set  for  Nov.  5  in  New  Orleans 


Buford  Jordan  and  Richard 
Cooper’s  Celebrity  Golf  Tournament, 
benefiting  Lafon  Methodist  Nursing 
Home,  will  be  held  Friday,  Nov.  5  at 
the  Ormond  Country  Club  in 
Destrehan,  La. 

Vida  Blue,  legendary  baseball 
pitcher,  will  play  in  the  tournament. 
The  Mansfield,  La.  native  won  Most 
Valuable  Player  and  the  Cy  Young 
Award  in  1971. 

Blue  spent  most  of  his  career  with 
San  Francisco  then,  after  playing  with 
other  teams,  finally  retired  from  San 
Francisco  in  1986. 

Check-in  for  the  tournament 
begins  at  1 1  a.m.,  with  a  shotgun  start 


at  12  n.n.  The  entry  fee  of  $100  per 
person  includes  fees,  cart,  food  and 
drinks.  The  day's  format  will  be  a 
four-person  scramble. 

Holes  may  be  sponsored  for  $125 
each.  A  special  corporate  package  is 
available,  which  allows  four  teams  to 
play  with  a  celebrity,  media  exposure 
and  a  keepsake  banner  promoting  the 
business  name  and  signed  by  all 
celebrities  in  attendance. 

For  more  information  about  cor¬ 
porate  packages,  contact  Ted  Jones  at 
(504)  288-2314. 

To  register,  please  make  checks 
payable  to  LaFon  Home,  U.M.C.,  4021 
Cadillac  St.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70122. 


United  Methodists  participate  in  World  Peace  Day 


A  program  commemorating  World 
Peace  Day  was  held  Oct.  1  on  the 
steps  of  the  Louisiana  State  Capitol. 

The  observance  ofWorld  Peace 
Day,  in  its  seventh  year,  is  an  effort  to 
eliminate  violence  and  promote 


peace  in  individuals,  families,  coun¬ 
tries  and  nations.  State 
Representative  Mike  Futrell,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  served  as  one 
of  the  event’s  honorary  co-chairmen. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 
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Address _ 
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Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Called  Session,  from  page  7 


charge  or  Conference  affiliated 
ministry  shall  agree  to  support  the 
Conference  health  plan  by  fully 
funding  one  composite  health  care 
premium  for  each  full-time  clergy 
appointment . . .  (and)  be  it  fur¬ 
ther  resolved  that  failure  to  fully 
fund  the  health  care  premium 
shall  be  taken  into  consideration 
relative  to  whether  or  not  a 
charge/Conference  affiliated  min¬ 
istry  is  financially  able  to  support 
the  full-time  pastor  (s)  in  the 
future." 

Immediately  following  the 
called  session,  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference  gathered  briefly 
to  review  bylaws  for  the 
Conference  Board  of  Laity. 
Suggestions  for  ammendments 
were  voted  on,  and  the  bylaws 
committee  will  bring  a  finalized 
version  of  the  document  before 
the  laity  at  the  2005  La.  Annual 
Conference  in  Shreveport  for  a 
final  vote. 

The  Conference  Health  Plan, 
which  has  undergone  major  revi¬ 
sions,  has  been  moved  from 
Employee  Benefits  Services  to  Blue 
Cross/Blue  Shield  as  the  third 
party  administrator.  "Although  we 
have  been  with  EBS  since  1989, 
the  move  to  Blue  Cross/Blue 
Shield  was  critical  in  our  attempt 


to  lower  costs  to  subscribers.  The 
new  plan,  which  is  self-funded, 
operates  with  blended  rates,  and 
now  offers  dental  coverage  to 
retirees.  Another  plus  is  that  the 
wellness  benefit  per  individual  has 
been  doubled,"  said  Rev.  Carl 
Rhoads,  conference  executive 
director  of  Administrative  Services. 

Under  the  new  plan,  a  blended 
rate  for  single  or  family  coverage 
for  clergy  will  now  cost  $600  per 
month,  or  $7200  annually. 

Included  in  this  amount  is  a  $100 
per  month  contribution  for  a 
"health  savings  account"  for  cler¬ 
gy,  which  can  be  used  to  offset  the 
yearly  deductible,  set  at  $1700  for 
single  coverage  and  $3450  for  fam¬ 
ily  coverage. 

Lay  members  subscribing  to  the 
conference  health  insurance  poli¬ 
cy  will  pay  monthly  premiums  of 
$425  for  single  and  $994  for  family 
coverage.  The  health  savings 
account  is  available  to  laity,  but  is 
not  required  by  churches. 

Listening  Posts  were  held 
throughout  the  conference  during 
the  months  of  September  and 
October  to  address  questions  con¬ 
cerning  the  new  health  plan  and 
to  be  familiarized  with  the  resolu¬ 
tion  that  was  adopted  on  Saturday. 


Congregations  need  to 'get  busy' doing  God's  work 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS) -Churches 
do  not  need  a  purpose  statement  that  is 
created  by  a  committee  and  then  filed 
away. 

Every  congregation  has  a  mission 
from  God,  and  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  need  to  hear  that  mission  and  get 
busy  doing  it,  according  to  the  leader  of 
the  denomination’s  discipleship  agency. 

“I  believe  that  when  God’s  mission  is 
written  plainly ...  on  the  people’s  hearts 
in  our  congregations,  we  cannot  sit 
still,”  said  the  Rev.  Karen  Greenwaldt, 
top  staff  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship.  “We 
cannot  be  content  with  clubs,  with 
nice  safe  places  that  wall  ourselves  in. 
God’s  mission  is  available  in  every  con¬ 
gregation,  and  every  congregation  can 
describe  what  a  disciple  looks  like.” 

The  board’s  primary  task  is  helping 
churches  respond  to  the  mission  of  God 
and  be  places  of  transformation, 
Greenwaldt  said,  in  a  keynote  address  to 
the  agency’s  newly  constituted  board  of 
directors. 

During  the  board’s  Sept.  29-Oct.  2 
meeting,  she  shared  several  statistics 
that  painted  a  startling  picture  of  the 
world  and  illustrated  the  need  for  the 
board  to  help  individuals  and  local 
churches  become  who  and  what  God 
intended. 

“Every  congregation  can  listen  to 
God’s  call  to  that  particular  place  of 
ministry  and  can  struggle  to  under¬ 
stand  how  to  respond  to  that  calling 
together,”  she  said. 

Of  the  world’s  6.3  billion  people,  798 


million  are  in  developing  countries  and 
are  undernourished,  she  said. 

Turning  to  United  Methodist  statis¬ 
tics,  Greenwaldt  described  the  decline  in 
U.S.  membership  and  noted  that  today, 

19  percent  of  the  denomination’s  1 1  mil¬ 
lion  members  are  outside  the  United 
States.  The  total  number  of  United 
Methodists  per  1,000  people  in  the 
United  States  dropped  3 1  percent  from 
1980  to  2000,  while  the  population  grew 

24.2  percent  in  that  time,  she  said. 

The  denomination  has  a  presence  in 

3,003  of  the  3,171  U.S.  counties,  more 
than  any  other  church,  Greenwaldt  said. 
However,  the  only  growth  trend  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  from  1973  to  2002  was  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  new  members  received  from  other 
denominations-a  measure  that  increased 

7.2  percent. 

“Facts  about  the  world  confront  and 
confound  us,”  she  said.  “The  realities  of 
the  world  press  upon  us,  and  our 
response  is  often  to  build  walls  of 
denial  and  fortresses  of  safety  around 
ourselves.” 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  must  help 
make  a  difference,  she  said.  “We  believe 
that  there  is  a  disciple-making  system 
that  can  be  nurtured  in  every  congrega¬ 
tion.” 

The  board’s  place  in  the  church  and 
in  the  world  is  to  connect  the  world’s 
realities  with  issues  of  spiritual  and  lead¬ 
ership  formation.  “It  is  not  enough  that 
we  have  United  Methodist  churches  all 
over  the  world  if  they  are  not  moving 
people  out  into  the  world.” 


After  twelve  years  and  the  efforts  of  multiple  bishops,  Rev.  Andy  Goff  celebrates 
receiving  his  permanent  resident  status,  showing  off  his  "green  card"  and  dancing 
a  jig  atop  Bishop  William  Hutchinson's  desk  in  Baton  Rouge,  top.  "The  idea  of 
dancing  on  the  bishop's  desk  started  years  ago  as  kind  of  a  joke  between  Andy 
and  me,"  said  Kathy  Moore,  administrative  assistant  to  the  bishop,  standing  with 
the  bishop  and  Goff,  above.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Goff  celebrates  long  awaited  resident  status 


It  isn’t  every  day  that  someone  gets 
to  dance  on  the  desk  of  a  United 
Methodist  bishop. 

But  that’s  exacdy  what  Rev.  Andy 
Goff  did  to  celebrate  receiving  his 
permanent  resident  status  from  the 
federal  government. 

Goff,  a  native  of  Belize  and  pastor 
of  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge,  proudly  held  the 
“green  card”  declaring  his  resident 
status  as  he  danced  on  the  desk  of 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson. 

This  exuberant  display  came  after 
12  years  of  working  and  waiting  for 
the  official  document.  “Years  ago,  I 
started  with  a  student  visa,  which 
was  followed  with  a  work  visa.  My 
permanent  resident  status  had  actu¬ 
ally  been  approved  back  in  2000,  but 
due  to  a  series  of  setbacks,  the  card 
did  not  arrive  until  this  April,”  said 
Goff. 

The  United  Methodist  elder 
attended  Candler  Seminary  in 
Atlanta,  Ga„  and  began  to  serving  as 
a  United  Methodist  pastor  back  in 
1991  for  the  Pacific-Northwest 
Annual  Conference.  In  1993,  Goff 


transferred  to  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  has  served  here  ever 
since.  “The  idea  of  dancing  on  the 
bishop’s  desk  started  years  ago  as 
kind  of  a  joke  between  Andy  and 
me,”  said  Kathy  Moore,  administra¬ 
tive  assistant  to  Bishop  Hutchinson. 

“The  current  bishop  and  several  of 
his  predecessors  sent  letters  on 
Andy’s  behalf  throughout  the  years. 

So  I  have  observed  how  much  effort 
was  made  to  get  to  this  point.” 

The  journey  toward  permanent 
resident  status  became  such  a  long 
one,  that  Goff  and  Moore  kidded 
about  his  “dancing  on  the  desk” 
when  he  received  his  green  card. 

Goff  can  now  begin  the  process 
toward  becoming  a  naturalized  citi¬ 
zen  of  the  United  States. 

“This  has  been  a  long  standing 
dream  come  true.  Throughout  it  all, 
I’ve  known  that  God  was  with  me.  I 
give  him  the  praise  in  this  journey  of 
faith,  where  I  never  felt  alone.  I  owe 
this  great  country  a  lot  in  respect  to 
my  development  and  I  want  to  give 
back  for  all  the  blessings  that  I’ve 
received,”  said  Goff. 
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Over  500  youth  from  throughout  the  La.  Annual  Conference  descended  upon  the 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth  last  month  to  take  part  in  the  annual  Fall 
Convocation. 

Participants  enjoyed  the  music  of  "Soul  Food,"  a  contemporary  praise  band.  A 
myriad  of  giant,  inflatable  water  slides,  space  walks  and  other  recreational  sta¬ 
tions  kept  the  youth  entertained  throughout  the  day. 

"This  event  provides  an  opportunity  for  fellowship  across  the  conference.  Kids 
get  to  visit  with  friends  they  have  made  through  other  conference  events,  such 
as  Junior  and  Senior  High  retreats  and  Happening.  Youth  from  smaller  churches 
get  to  participate  in  a  large  event,  giving  them  a  chance  to  be  in  bigger  groups," 
said  Rev. Tom  Dolph,  conference  youth  director. 


UM  Communications  offers  variety  of  scholarships 


United  Methodist  Communications 
offers  three  exciting  communications 
scholarship  opportunities  every  year.  All 
candidates  must  be  United  Methodist  to 
qualify. 

The  Judith  L.  Wiedman  Racial  Ethnic 
Minority  Fellowship  is  awarded  to  one 
recent  college /seminary  graduate  each 
year.  The  recipient  will  spend  a  year  as 
part  of  a  communications  staff  in  an 
annual  conference  office  in  the  United 
States,  and  will  receive  a  $30,000  salary 
and  benefits. 

The  Stoody-West  Fellowship  is  a 
$6,000  award  for  a  United  Methodist  stu¬ 


dent  in  post-graduate  study  qt  an  *  . 
accredited  U.  S.  college  or  university  - 
who  intends  on  pursuing  a  career  in  reli¬ 
gion  journalism. 

The  Leonard  M.  Perryman 
Communications  Scholarship  is  a  $2,500 
scholarship  for  undergraduate  study  in 
religion/ mass  communications. 

The  deadline  for  all  applications  is 
March  15,  2005. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Communications  Resourcing  Team  of 
United  Methodist  Communications  at 
(888)  278-4862,  email:  crt@umcom.org 
or  on  the  web  at  http://crt.umc.org/rem. 


Igniting  Ministry  training  goes  online 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-Basic 
training  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  welcoming  and  television  min¬ 
istry  will  become  accessible  to  nearly 
every  congregation  with  the  launch  of  a 
new  online  course. 

The  course,  "Igniting  Ministry  101," 
started  Oct.  1 1  and  will  continue 
through  mid-November.  It  is  being 
offered  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  which  manages  the 
Igniting  Ministry  program. 

"We  have  heard  the  desire  of  leaders 
in  local  churches  for  easy  access  to  the 
training  and  hospitality  skills  offered 
through  Igniting  Ministry  workshops," 
said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  top  staff  exec¬ 
utive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications.  "We  are  delighted  to 
be  able  to  respond  to  this  request  by 
offering  this  online  course  to  congrega¬ 
tions  in  areas  where  they  have  not  been 
able  to  get  the  face-to-face  training.  In 
addition,  the  course  is  a  reasonably 
priced  option  for  smaller  congrega¬ 
tions." 

The  registration  fee  is  $12  per  stu¬ 
dent,  and  enrollment  is  open  at 
http://www.training.umcom.org. 

As  enrollees  work  through  the 


course's  four  modules  at  their  own  pace, 
they  will: 

•  Understand  the  motivation  and 
research  behind  the  national  television 
advertising. 

•  Explore  the  importance  of  develop¬ 
ing  a  welcoming  lifestyle  in  their  lives 
and  their  church. 

•  Begin  creating  an  action  plan  to 
build  a  culture  of  welcoming  as  the  con¬ 
gregation  invites  the  community  into 
the  church. 

Students  will  be  able  to  ask  questions 
and  discuss  the  material  as  they  work. 
Emily  Reece,  the  Igniting  Ministry  train¬ 
ing  manager  at  United 

Methodist  Communications,  and  the 
Rev.  Danette  Howell,  pastor  of  Rector 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Antonio,  will  coordinate  the  discus¬ 
sion. 

The  course  will  also  allow  churches 
with  trained  Igniting  Ministry  leaders  to 
expand  their  team. 

Igniting  Ministry  began  in  2001  as  a 
four-year  effort,  funded  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  top  legislative  assembly.  Last 
spring,  General  Conference  approved 
another  $25  million  for  the  program  and 
renewed  it  for  four  more  years. 


Conference  on  Russia  slated  Nov.  11-13 


Retiring  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  will 
address  the  Russia  Initiative 
Consultation  XI,  slated  for  Nov.  11-13  at 
the  Sofitel  Hotel  in  Houston,  Tex. 

The  conference  is  designed  to  inspire  • 
and  encourage  the  commitment  for  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  with  the  people  of 
Russia,  Ukraine,  Belarus  and  Moldova. 

Participants  will  also  hear  presenta¬ 
tions  from  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  Dr.  William  A.  Pridemore, 
assistant  professor  with  Indiana 
University  who  will  speak  on  emerging 
societal  trends  in  Russia. 

"What  a  wonderful  opportunity  is 
ours  to  gather  together  to  celebrate  the 
ministry  we  share  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Russia  through  the 


Russia  Initiative,"  wrote  Sam  Dixon, 
deputy  general  secretary  for 
Evangelization  and  Church  Growth. 

The  event  will  run  from  2:30  p.m.  on 
Thursday  through  10  a.m.  on  Saturday.  ■_ .  - 
Event  registration  is  $140  and  covers  all 
meals.  Lodging  arrangements  are  made 
separately. 

For  forms  and  additional  information, 
contact  Dr.  Jim  Atheam  at  (540)  662- 
2066,  email:  HYPERLINK  mailto:jat- 
heam@aol.com  jatheam@aol.com,  or 
write  116  Frasher  Dr.,  Clear  Brook,  VA 
22624.  For  hotel  reservations,  contact  Jo 
Ann  Wiggins  at  Sofitel  Houston  by  calling 
(800)  231-4612  or  fax  (281)  445-0629. 

The  pre-registration  deadline  is 
Thursday,  Oct.  28.  Late  registrations  are 
accepted  as  space  is  available. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Westlake  United  Methodist  Church  recently  enhanced  its  Sunday  School  by  deco¬ 
rating  various  rooms  "rotation-style."  Rooms  now  include  the  "Holy-wood 
Theater,"  where  children  can  watch  theme-related  videos  and  the  "Rainbow 
Wharf"  for  gathering  and  storytelling. 


Sunday  School  a  show-stopper  with  'Holy-wood' 


When  the  Sunday  School  depart¬ 
ment  of  Westlake  United  Methodist 
Church  decided  to  find  ways  to  raise 
attendance  in  their  children’s  pro¬ 
gram,  volunteers  went  all  out. 

Under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Pope 
Adams,  Sunday  School  superintend¬ 
ent,  the  group  reviewed  several  new 
approaches  and  decided  to  imple¬ 
ment  “rotation-style”  Sunday  School. 

The  volunteers  decided  to  deco¬ 
rate  the  Sunday  School  wing  of  the 
Education  building  to  resemble 
Noah’s  Ark.  The  halls  show  the  ark 
tossed  upon  the  stormy  sea.  A  rain¬ 
bow  is  found  at  the  end  of  the  hall, 
and  each  room  is  painted  to  look  like 
a  space  on  the  ark. 

There’s  an  assembly  room  (TWo- 
by-TWo)  where  the  children  gather  at 
the  beginning  of  each  Sunday's  ses¬ 
sion. 

The  walls  look  like  planks,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Noah  are  shown  looking  out 
the  window. 

One  room  (Joyful  Noise — Music 
and  Games)  has  stalls,  each  filled 
with  a  pair  of  animals.  The  children 
gather  there  for  games  and  music. 

The  kitchen  (Noah’s  Galley)  is 
complete  with  barrels,  cupboards, 
bins  of  vegetables  and  even  a  few 
animal  climbing  around.  Crafts  and 
food  items  are  created  in  this  center. 


“Holy- wood  Theater,”  complete 
with  risers  and  star  spangled  cur¬ 
tains,  gives  the  children  a  space  to 
watch  theme-related  videos  while 
enjoying  popcorn  and  juice. 

The  Covenant  Computer  Center, 
complete  with  six  computers  and 
printers,  is  used  by  the  children  for 
Bible  research. 

"Rainbow  Wharf”,  a  dock  used  for 
gathering  and  storytelling,  comes 
complete  with  doves. 

All  of  the  decorating  was  done  by 
church  volunteers  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Lynn  Hutchinson  and  Christy 
Page,  Christian  Education  chairper¬ 
son. 

Children  are  divided  into  age- 
related  groups  and  assigned  a  differ¬ 
ent  “station”  each  week.  At  the  end  of 
seven  weeks,  each  group  has  worked 
its  way  through  crafts,  music,  games, 
computer,  food  and  story  telling.  A 
"shepherd”  escorts  the  kindergarten, 
first  and  second  grade  groups. 

When  “Noah’s  Ark”  is  completed, 
the  Sunday  School  department  will 
begin  a  new  unit  entitled  "Dig  Into 
the  Bible.” 

All  area  children  are  invited  to 
Sunday  School,  which  starts  at  9  a.m. 
For  additional  information  about  this 
innovative  program,  call  the  church 
office  at  (337)  433-8424. 


Little  Hands  of  Praise,  the  children's  signing  choir  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tallulah,  recently  presented  its  first  outreach  ministry  program  at  Olive  Branch  Nursing 
Home. The  children  use  American  Sign  Language  to  enhance  worship  for  the  hearing 
impaired. 


Black  Artists'  Network  held  its  Creative  Arts  Festival  at  Camphor  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Scotlandville  recently.  Pictured  are  Rev.  Willie  Laws  of  Hughes 
United  Methodist  Church,  Jessie  Coates,  Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore  of  Camphor,  Ronald 
Kennedy,  Ronald  Trahan  and  Randell  Henry,  president  of  Black  Artists'  Network. 


Volunteers  from  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Baton  Rouge  district  work  on  one  of 
two  houses  being  built  this  fall  in  conjunction  with  Habitat  for  Humanity,  an  annual 
project  for  the  district. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Boeuf  Prairie  United  Methodist  Church  recently  held  two  worship  services  cen¬ 
tered  around  Abby,  a  therapy  dog,  and  her  owner,  Martha  Rawls,  top.  Donna  and 
Denny  Taylor  perform  "He  Lifted  Me,"  above. 


'Therapy  dog' visits  Boeuf  Prairie  UMC 


Two  recent  worship  services  at 
Boeuf  Prairie  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Little  Creek  UMC  cen¬ 
tered  around  Abby,  registered  therapy 
dog  and  her  owner,  Martha  Rawls. 

Rawls,  a  counselor  and  teacher  at 
Franklin  Parish  High  School,  spoke  at 
both  churches  on  a  ministry  shared 
by  herself  and  Abby,  a  four-year-old 
English  Mastiff. 

Abby,  "who  never  meets  a 
stranger,”  frequently  visits  the  sev¬ 


enth  floor  of  St.  Francis  Hospital  to 
lift  the  spirits  of  patients.  The  gentle 
dog  is  a  “hit”  at  the  hospital. 

The  visitation  “team”  also  makes 
many  trips  to  area  nursing  homes. 

The  children  in  the  congregation 
gathered  around  Martha  and  abby  to 
pet  the  furry  “evangelist.” 

Donna  and  Denny  Taylor  per¬ 
formed  “He  Lifted  Me”  at  Boeuf 
Prairie.  The  new  gospel  song  was 
written  by  Donna  Taylor. 


Roberts  United  Methodist  Church  in  Denham  Springs  recently  held  a  Children's  Safety 
Day,  with  the  help  of  local  law  enforcement.  Participants  learned  about  "keeping  safe" 
and  the  role  played  by  local  police  in  the  community. 


A/It.  Zion,  New  Orleans,  to  host  Annual  Tea 


The  Conference  Sons  and  Daughters 
Auxiliary  of  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church,  2700  Louisiana 
Avenue,  New  Orleans,  will  hold  its 
Annual  Tea  on  Sunday,  Nov.  21  at  3  p.m. 

The  auxiliary  is  observing  its  104th 
anniversary  and  has  dedicated  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  memory  of  Lionel  Ilfield,  Clotile 
Soularie  and  Fannie  Devina.  All  are  for¬ 
mer  auxiliary  members. 

This  year’s  theme  is  "Remembering, 
Caring  &  Sharing”. 


Doris  B.  Bell,  president,  notes  that  an 
entertaining  program  has  been  planned. 
Co-chairs  Ennis  Bennet  and  Kaye  Renear 
announced  that  the  musical  portion  of 
the  program  will  be  under  the  direction 
of  S.  Carver  Davenport,  director  of 
Music  Ministry  at  Mount  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  event  is  open  to  the  public.  For 
questions  regarding  this  event  calkKay  F. 
Renear,  33  Olympic  Court,  (504)  392- 
5382. 


Members  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Grambling  State  University  recently  trained  for 
three  weekends  to  participate  as  staff  in  an  Epiphany  retreat.  Participants,  above,  were 
LaSheena  Simmons,  Stephen  Lockett,  Matthew  Brunson,  Crystal  Ballard,  Melody 
Mitchell,  La  Toya  Wheeler,  Mahognay  Randolph,  Brent  Morris,  Dr.  Bessie  Foster  and  Rev. 
Connie  Breaux,  director  of  campus  ministry. 


Grambling  Wesley  students  train  for  Epiphany 


The  weekend  of  Sept.  17-19  was,  for 
Grambling  State  University  students,  a 
weekend  of  learning,  sharing  and  giving 
of  self  unconditionally. 

GSU’s  Wesley  Foundation  “SWAT” 
team  trained  for  three  weekends  to  par¬ 
ticipate  as  staff  in  an  Epiphany  retreat. 

Epiphany  is  an  ecumenical  ministry 
for  young  people  who  are  in  the  custody 
of  the  Department  of  Youth  Services. 

The  program  consists  of  a  three-day 
weekend  with  follow-up  programs. 

Members  of  the  state  board  of 
Epiphany  of  Northeast,  Louisiana  com¬ 


mented  that  the  youth  were  very  excited 
and  comforted  to  see  students  from 
their  own  race,  culture  and  generation 
serving  them  in  this  special  weekend. 

The  Wesley  foundation  baked  33 
dozen  cookies  and  wrote  hundreds  of 
letters  of  encouragement  to  the  “stars.” 

This  is  the  second  retreat  which 
included  Grambling  students.  Other 
team  members  included  members  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
Grambling  Welsey  Foundation  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  participate  in  the  northeast 
Epiphany  program. 
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Make  plans  now  to  attend  the 

W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Nov.  12-13 

Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
Keynote  Preacher:  Dr.  Edward  Buford 

Senior  Pastor  of  Clark  Memorial  UMC,  in  Nashville 
Former  General  Board  of  Discipleship  Director  of  Evangelism 

Registration  fee:  $25 

Use  the  form  provided  below  to  register. 

W.T.  Handy  Convocation 
Mass  Choir 

To  sing  on  Nov.  1 3, 2004  at  Dillard  University 

To  participate  contact: 

Rev.  Barbara  Murray  (504)  242-7042 
Rev.  James  F.  Haynes  (504)  242-4090 


OCTOBER 

29-31  Junior  High  Retreat  #1 

30  "Getting  Ready  For  The  Journey" 

Workshop  for  churchanew.now 


La.  Conference  Center 
First  UMC  Alexandria 


NOVEMBER 

4- 6  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership 

5- 7  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  2004  Celebration 

6  Conference  Board  of  Pensions 

12-13  W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 

12-14  Junior  High  Retreat  #2 

14  Organ  and  Tissue  Donor  Sunday 

16-17  Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 

20  United  Methodist  Women  Program 

&  School  of  Christian  Mission  Committees 
20-27  Washington,  D.C.  Seminar  Trip 

28  Special  Offering:  United  Methodist  Student  Day 


La.  Conference  Center 
First  UMC,  Alexandria 
La.  Conference  Center 
Dillard  University 
New  Orleans 
La.  Conference  Center 

Headquarters  Building, 

La.  Conference  Center 
Washington,  D.C. 


DECEMBER 

7-8  Louisiana  Conference  Cabinet  Meeting 

9  Conference  Center  Calendar  Meeting 

16-19  Cursillo  #105 


Headquarters  Building, 
Headquarters  Building, 
La.  Conference  Center 


IQ 


Snprial  Offering  The  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  New  Orleans 


5th  Annual  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the  21  st  Century 
Nov.  12-1 3, 2004 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans 
$25  Adults/$10  Youth 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

Phone  # _ 

District _ 

Church  position _ 

Status:  Adult  or  Youth 

Please  make  checks  payable  to: 

La.  Annual  Conference 
Mail  to: 

Dr.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  Phone:  (225)  664-7979 

P.  O.  Box  1 93  Fax:  (225)  664-7955 

Denham  Springs,  LA  70727  Email:  robumc  @yahoo.com 


State _ Zip  Code 

_ Email _ 

_ Church _ 


LAVIM  Conference-Wide  Disaster  Response  Team 

November  1 4-20  (work  days  November  15-19) 

Gulfshores,  AL 


Task:  Cleanup, 

debris  removal 
and  rebuilding 


Rev.  Jack  O'Dell 

Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  LA 

318-861-0586 

jack@broadmoorumc.org 


Transportation:  Volunteers  will  form  groups  coordinated  through  Rev.  O'Dell  and  travel 
via  personal  vehicle  and  church  vans  to  Gulfshores.  Personal  vehicles  will  be  needed  each 
day  to  travel  to  and  from  worksites. 

Tools  needed:  Work  gloves,  sturdy  shoes,  hand  tools,  safety  glasses,  dust  masks,  crow¬ 
bars,  etc.  Work  may  consist  mainly  of  cleanup  but  those  with  carpentry  tools  may  plan  to 
bring  them  should  they  be  needed. 

Costs:  TBA  (insurance,  meals  and  lodging,  administrative  will  be  included) 

This  Disaster  Response  effort  is  designed  for  anyone  from  across  our  Conference  to 
assist  our  neighbors  in  Florida/Alabama  effected  by  Hurricane  Ivan.  Ages  16  (with  parent)- 
Adult  may  join  the  team  and  multiple  groups  of  8-10  from  local  churches  are  encouraged. 

Please  call  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell  or  the  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  (Larry  Norman,  Director, 
225-346-1 646, 888239-5286,  LduckN@aol.com)  offices  for  further  information. 


JANUARY  „  f 

4-6  Soul  Journey  One  (Retreat  3)  La.  Conference  Center 

7-9  Discerners  Academy  Grace  Community  UMC, 

Shreveport 


Bishops, 


from  page  1 


and  better  equipped  to  provide  effec¬ 
tive  leadership  and  communications 
by  being  located  in  one  of  the  world’s 
most  important  centers  of  communi¬ 
cation.” 

Retired  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano,  the 
council’s  executive  secretary,  is 
staffing  the  office.  His  appointment  is 
one  of  several  changes  in  leadership 
and  administration  of  the  council. 
Weaver’s  term  of  office  as  president 
covers  two  years,  instead  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  one. 


The  president-elect  is  Bishop 
Janice  Riggle  Huie  of  Houston. 

Bishop  Ernest  S.  Lyght  of  the  church’s 
West  Virginia  Area  is  secretary,  while 
retired  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  of 
Dallas  serves  as  the  council’s  ecu¬ 
menical  officer. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  office  is  in 
Suite  320,  100  Maryland  Ave.  NE, 
Washington,  D.C.  20002.  The  tele¬ 
phone  number  is  (202)  547-7620.  Jo 
Ann  McClain  serves  as  the  office’s 
administrative  assistant. 


W.T.  Handy  Youth  Component 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church 

Friday,  Nov.  1 2, 2004 

Holiday  Inn  Downtown  Superdome 

330  Loyola  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

(504)  581-1600 

Scripture/Prayer,  Singing  Songs  and  skits,  Breaking  the  Ice  Games, 
Food,  Testimonies 

Saturday,  Nov.  1 3, 2004 
Dillard  University 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Family/Youth  Evangelism,  2006  Mission  Trip  to  Africa,  After  High 
School,  Then  What?,  Finances/Budgeting,  Alcoholism,  Anger 

Registration  Fee:  $10 

Use  the  form  provided  at  right  to  register. 
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Ramp  ministry  expresses  'way  God 


leads  spirit  to  do  things  for  others' 


BY  MAGIN  MCKENNA 
THE  NEWS-STAR 

When  doctors  told  Barbara  Tisdale 
she’d  never  walk  again,  the  47-year-old 
stared  back  in  disbelief,  then  started  to 
cry.  The  proverbial  sky  crashed  down 
around  her  and  she  wept  for  days. 

The  doctors  told  her  she  suffered 
from  a  hereditary  degenerative  bone 
disease  known  as  Pagent’s  disease. 
Incredibly  rare,  the  disease  would  eat 
her  bones  and  leave  them  as  brittle  as 
chalk.  With  every  step,  she  risked 
breaking  a  leg. 

“I  was  really  scared,”  Tisdale  said  at 
her  home  in  Calhoun.  "My  entire  life 
changed.” 

Days  shine  brighter  for  Tisdale  now. 
She  now  walks,  with  the  help  of  crutch¬ 
es,  and  can  pass  safely  from  her  home 
to  the  outside  world  with  the  help  of  a 
wheelchair  ramp  built  earlier  this  year 
by  a  Monroe  church  ministry. 

For  the  past  six  years,  about  a  dozen 
men  that  are  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe  have 
been  helping  people,  such  as  Tisdale, 
have  safe  access  to  and  from  their 
homes. 

Although  the  ministry  began  as  a 
means  to  make  improvements  to  the 
homes  of  shut-ins,  it  has  flourished 
into  a  means  of  providing  the  wheel- 
chair-bound  with  ramps. 

“It  surprises  me  that  we  seem  to 
stay  busy  doing  that,”  said  ministry 
member  Bruce  Hursey.  “I  don’t  know 
how  it  evolved.  We  got  a  call  to  do  a 
wheelchair  ramp  and  then  another  and 
another.” 

On  the  first  Saturday  of  every  month 
the  men  gather  with  wood,  hammers 
and  nails  on  the  doorsteps  of  an  area- 
home  in  need  of  a  ramp. 

As  they  build,  they  laugh  and  joke 
and  hold  conversations  about  any 
topic  imaginable,  Hursey  said. 

Sometimes,  he  said,  the  recipient 
will  sit  in  the  doorway  and  smile  down 
at  the  men  as  they  work. 

The  ministry  “is  a  way  that  our 
members  are  able  to  express  the  way 
that  God  leads  their  spirit  to  do  things 
for  other  people,”  said  Rev.  Terry  Love 


of  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

"It  is  a  way  for  them  to  express  their 
religious  faith,”  he  said. 

Ministry  members  find  their  hands 
usually  busy  when  the  first  Saturday  of 
every  month  rolls  around  and  many 
people  call  on  them  for  help. 

“There’s  certainly  a  real  need,”  said 
volunteer  Jim  Rodgers. 

For  Tisdale,  the  need  is  palpable. 
After  her  diagnosis,  she  spent  six 
excruciating  weeks  isolated  in  her 
home  while  she  waited  for  a  broken  leg 
to  heal. 

Days  blurred  into  one  another  and 
revolved  around  morning  talk  shows, 
afternoon  naps  and  soaps.  The  inces¬ 
sant  blaring  of  the  TV  grated  on 
Tisdale’s  nerves,  she  remembered. 

The  mobile  life  she  had  once  taken 
for  granted  seemed  like  it  had  been 
lived  by  another  person. 

Where  once  trips  to  the  grocery 
store  or  pharmacy  were  effortless, 
Tisdale  now  required  painstaking 
patience  and  assistance  from  neigh¬ 
bors  and  friends. 

Every  step  down  the  stairs  of  her 
mobile  home  became  perilous. 

“I  risked  falling  down,”  Tisdale 
explained.  “If  I  fell  and  broke  a  bone  I 
could  lose  my  leg.” 

A  blood  clot  in  her  leg  makes  sur¬ 
gery  potentially  fatal  for  Tisdale. 

Doctors  have  numerous  times  told 
her  that  they  may  need  to  remove  her 
leg  to  save  her  life  if  an  operation  on 
her  bones  goes  awry. 

Flat  and  smooth,  a  wheelchair  ramp 
is  much  easier  to  navigate  than  steep 
wooden  steps. 

“It  has  made  my  life  a  million  times 
easier,”  Tisdale  said.  “Every  extra  step 
really  is  an  extra  step  for  me.” 

The  illness  has  also  strengthened  her 
faith.  Little  things,  such  as  surly  people 
or  schedule  inconveniences,  don’t 
bother  her  as  much  as  they  used  to. 

Tisdale  keeps  a  Bible  on  her  coffee 
table  and  often  finds  solace  in  Rick 
Warren’s  bestseller  “The  Purpose 
Driven  Life.” 

And  the  kindness  of  the  men  who 
built  her  ramp  overwhelms  her. 

"I  couldn’t  stop  smiling,”  said  Tisdale 


100  ramps  and  counting 

Members  of  Slidell  First  United  Methodist  Church  recently  built 
the  1 00th  ramp  for  the  disabled  in  their  community  as  part  of  an 
ongoing  church  ministry.  The  group  targets  persons  in  need, 
who  would  have  no  other  resource  to  turn  to  for  ramp  construc¬ 
tion.  Group  members  Patrick  Forrest,  Dan  Parker,  Sonny 
Crawford,  Rich  Jepperson,  Wade  Landeche  stand  with  their 
newest  creation,  right.  Barbara  Tisdale,  above,  stands  on  her  new 
ramp  built  by  members  of  First  UMC,  Monroe.  The  ramp  has 
made  getting  in  and  out  of  her  home  easier  and  safer  for  Tisdale, 
who  suffers  from  a  rare  degenerative  bone  disease. The  ministry 
"is  a  way  that  our  members  are  able  to  express  the  way  that  God 
leads  their  spirit  to  do  things  for  other  people,"  said  Rev.  Terry 
Love  of  First  United  Methodist  Church. "It  is  a  way  for  them  to 
express  their  religious  faith,"  he  said. 

Photo  above  by  Dan  Currier/The  News- Star 
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Council  of  Bishops  meets  at  Epworth-by-the-Sea  for  prayer,  reflection 


Weekend  of  the  Cross  /4 

Retirees  must  notify  Conference 

According  to  par.  356  of  The  Book 
of  Discipline,  clergy  plannin  to  retire 
at  Annual  Conference  2005  must 
send  letters  of  intent  by  Feb.  1, 2005. 

Letters  must  be  sent  to  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  your  district 
superintendent,  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  and  the 
Conference  Pension  Officer,  Rev.  Carl 
Rhoads. 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 


WASHINGTON  -  United  Methodist 
bishops  spent  six  days  in  study,  conver¬ 
sation,  and  prayer  at  a  historic  Georgia 
seaside  retreat  as  they  focused  on  lead¬ 
ing  the  church  during  the  next  four 
years.  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson, 
episcopal  leader  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  was  in  attendance. 


More  than  100  active  and  retired 
bishops  from  the  United  States,  Europe, 
Africa  and  the  Philippines  gathered  at 
Epworth-by-the-Sea,  a  United  Methodist 
retreat  center  on  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga., 
Oct.  31 -Nov.  5.  It  was  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  since  the  denom¬ 
ination's  General  Conference  in 


Pittsburgh  in  May. 

Rather  than  conducting  committee 
meetings  and  hearing  reports,  the  agen¬ 
da  was  structured  to  give  bishops  large 
blocks  of  time  for  small  and  large  group 
prayer,  reflection,  and  conversation. 

See  Bishops,  page  3 
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Bringing  Up  Babies 


Blankets  'carry  wishes 
of  love'  for  La.  infants 

When  Louisiana’s  United  Methodists  gath¬ 
ered  in  June  for  their  2004  Annual  Conference, 
they  came  bearing  gifts  for  a  child. 

The  gifts  were  baby  blankets  which  were 
earmarked  for  distribution  to  needy  families 
throughout  the  state. 

As  the  faithful  sought  to  cover  these  litde 
ones  with  love  and  warmth,  over  21,000  of  the 
blankets  were  collected  during  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  in  Lafayette  for  distribution.  Inspired 
by  the  Bishop’s  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty,  the  collection  and  dispersal  of  the 
blankets  proved  to  be  more  successful  than 
anticipated. 

“Folks  just  kept  bringing  in  boxes,  bundles 
and  bags  of  baby  blankets.  They  were  of  every 

See  Blankets,  page  3 


New  Orleans  District  Missioner  Barbara  Murray  and  Joe  Burke,  a  member 
of  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  top,  load  baby  blankets  donated  by 
La.  United  Methodists  for  distribution  to  low-income  families.  Monroe 
District  Missioner  Renee  Evans  helps  sort  blankets  for  shipment  with  vol¬ 
unteers  Vera  Bullock,  Juanita  Hendricks  and  Louise  Laiche  from 
Memorial  UMC.  Top  photo  by  Steve  Backstrom. 


2 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


November  12, 2004 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 


The  Death 

Over  the  past  three  issues  of 
Louisiana  Now!  I’ve  shared  with  you 
one  of  my  strange  dreams.  It  was  a 
dream  of  church  closures  involving 
three  mythical  churches.  The  names 
of  the  first  two  imaginary  churches 
that  were  being  closed  were  Horizon 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Mystical 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  third, 
and  the  subject  of  this  reflection,  is 
Destiny  United  Methodist. 

Destiny  was  formed  several  years 
ago  by  a  group  of  people  who  had  a 
definite  idea  of  who  they  were.  Unlike 
Horizon  United  Methodist,  which 
looked  to  the  future  and  believed  in 
the  universal  nature  of  the  church  and 
believed  it  possessed  the  means  of 
grace  that  every  person  on  earth  need¬ 
ed  in  order  to  be  in  complete  fellow¬ 
ship  with  God,  Destiny  had  a  very  nar¬ 
row  focus  on  their  purpose  for  being. 
They  had  one  unique  and  exclusive 
view  of  what  it  meant  to  be  a  church 
and  they  organized  themselves 
accordingly. 

At  first  all  went  very  well.  They 
found  plenty  of  others  who  met  their 
criteria  for  membership  and  Destiny 
founders  were  friendly  and  welcoming 
to  them.  “After  all,”  they  thought, 
“everyone  who  thinks  like  we  think 
and  affirms  what  we  stand  for  are  our 
kind  of  people.  And  as  long  as  they 
don’t  begin  to  bring  in  new  ideas,  or 
challenge  our  narrow  way  of  thinking, 
then  they  are  acceptable  to  us.” 

Their  growth  was  steady,  but  not 
fast.  They  felt  they  had  the  answers  to 
the  world’s  needs.  They  believed  that 
if  you  just  don’t  ask  questions  nor  chal¬ 
lenge  assumptions,  all  would  be  well. 
Then  they  reached  a  plateau  of 
involvement  and  their  numbers  began 
to  stagnate.  No  new  members  were 
coming.  No  new  thoughts  were  being 
shared.  But  that  was  all  right.  After  all, 
when  you  are  the  ones  who  are  right 
about  the  faith,  the  “road  is  narrow 
and  the  followers  are  few”  who  truly 
understand  and  are  worthy  to  be 
saved. 

As  the  world  began  to  change 
around  them  they  continued  to  have 
only  one  answer  to  the  needs  they 
faced.  BELIEVE  LIKE  WE  BELIEVE 
(which  is  the  true  truth!)  AND  YOU 
WILL  BE  SAVED.  Rigidity  of  doctrine 
and  an  unbending  commitment  to  the 
“faith  of  our  fathers”  (no  need  to  men¬ 
tion  “our  mothers”)  is  the  only  path  to 
TRUTH.  Anyone  who  asked  the  age- 
old  question  of  "What  is  truth?” 
deserved  only  to  be  consigned  to  the 
same  fate  as  the  first  one  to  ask  this 
question,  Pontius  Pilate.  There  was 
(and  is)  only  one  theological  answer 
and  persuasion. 

So,  while  the  world  and  its  needs 
were  making  drastic  shifts,  Destiny 
stayed  true  to  its  limited  sight.  There’s 
only  one  way  to  do  church.  And  now, 
in  the  midst  of  dramatic  change, 


of  Destiny 

Destiny  has 
become  irrelevant. 
Oh,  it  still  has  an 
answer  to  all  life’s 
confusion  and 
hardship  and  pain 
and  lostness.  But 
the  answer  they 
have  is  to  a  ques¬ 
tion  no  one  is  ask¬ 
ing. 

It’s  really  hard  to 
think  about  closing 
Destiny.  They  are  truly  faithful  people. 
They  have  served  God  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  well.  They  just  have  failed 
to  be  open  to  the  dynamics  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  who  enlightens  and  empowers 
us  for  ministry  in  a  changing  world. 
And  you  know  the  sad  part?  They  are 
so  rigid  about  their  belief  system  that 
they  would  rather  die  than  live  with 
what  they  see  as  “compromise  with  the 
enemy.”  But  in  their  case,  they  have 
met  the  enemy  -  and  they  are  it!  (To 
borrow  from  our  dear  departed  friend, 
Pogo.) 

My  question  for  Destiny  United 
Methodist  Church  is,  “What  have  you 
accomplished  by  your  rigidity?  Who 
have  you  brought  into  the  presence  of 
Christ  by  your  rigidity?  Where  will  lost 
souls  now  turn  for  nurture  and 
instruction  in  the  faith  if  your  church 
is  gone  or  you  are  unwilling  to  bend 
enough  to  bring  them  into  your  midst? 
When  can  a  church  legitimately  say 
‘we  have  fought  the  good  fight  and  we 
have  finished  the  race.  Now  let  us  die 
in  peace  and  in  the  satisfaction  that  we 
never  wavered  from  our  perception  of 
truth.” 

Destiny  is  the  third  in  the  trinity  of 
mythical  churches  in  my  dream.  It 
pains  my  spirit  just  to  write  about  her 
death.  I  wrestle  with  the  thought  that 
God  would  want  us  to  be  so  sure  of 
ourselves  and  of  our  righteousness 
that  we  don’t  have  room  for  those  who 
are  seeking  and  who  do  not  think  as 
we  think.  In  fact,  as  I  understand  John 
Wesley,  he  thought  much  the  same  as 
I.  “If  thine  heart  is  as  my  heart;  if  thou 
lovest  God  and  all  mankind,  I  ask  no 
more:  ‘Give  me  thine  hand.’”  (John 
Wesley,  Works,  V) 

May  the  Destiny’s  of  United 
Methodism  reassess  themselves  and 
their  narrowness  and  see  if  God  is  try¬ 
ing  to  open  the  door  a  little  wider. 
Perhaps  there  is  some  true  message  in 
the  midnight  hours  of  my  subcon¬ 
scious.  May  our  Journey  be  guided  by 
light  and  may  the  road  be  wide 
enough  on  which  we  travel  that  in  the 
end  all  of  us  will  come  home  to  our 
God. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fan 


UM  Men  to  host 'Man  in  the  Mirror' seminar  in  Lafayette 


The  La.  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  is  pleased  to  partner 
with  the  National  Training  Center  for 
Man  in  the  Mirror  to  present  a  one- 
day,  high-impact  event  for  pastors 
and  laymen  who  desire  to  enhance 
the  capacity  of  their  local  church  to 
reach  and  minister  to  men. 

The  event  will  be  held  Saturday, 
Dec.  4  at  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church,  101  Live  Oak  Blvd.,  in 


Lafayette. 

Bring  a  group  of  men  -  and  your 
male  or  female  pastor  -  to  employ  a 
proven  strategy  to  reach  men  and 
build  disciples  in  your  church. 

For  further  details,  contact  Jim 
Angelakos  at  180  Wilshire  Blvd., 
Casselberry,  Ha.  32707;  call  (800)  929- 
2536  xl39;  e-mail  jimangelakos@ 
maninthemirror.org  or  visit  the  web 
site  www.maninthemirror.org. 


UM  Campers  encourage  families  with  RVs  to  join 


The  National  United  Methodist 
Campers,  organized  in  1975,  is  a  nation¬ 
al  Christian  family  camping  club  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  United  Methodist  Church 
under  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

All  Christians  are  welcome  in  this 
organization  whose  purpose  is  “To  enjoy 
the  out-of-doors  in  a  wholesome 
Christian  atmosphere.” 

The  Louisiana  Chapter  currently  con¬ 
sists  of  31  member  families  from  all  cor¬ 
ners  of  the  state. 

The  chapter  has  a  three-day  campout 
1 1  months  out  of  the  year  at  various 


campgrounds  in  Louisiana. 

The  group  plays  games,  has  potluck 
dinners,  has  evening  devotions  and 
sing-a-longs.  On  Sunday  mornings,  the 
group  worships  at  a  nearby  church  or 
conducts  a  service  at  the  campground. 
The  group  also  participates  in  various 
mission  projects. 

If  you  own  an  RV  and  would  like 
more  information,  contact  Ed  Dilsaver 
at  (985)  384-4448,  e-mail 
edtessdO@webtv.net  or  Bob  Oehmichen 
at  (985)  764-2926  or  emaO 
raobmc@aol.com. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 
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Blankets, 


from  page  1 


color  and  fabric;  some  were  store 
bought,  some  were  handmade.  But  they 
all  carried  wishes  of  love  and  caring  for 
the  infants  that  would  some  day  soon 
use  the  items,”  said  Laura  Brown,  mis- 
sioner  for  the  Acadiana  District. 

Once  the  blankets  were  collected,  the 
Louisiana  Conference  faced  the  task  of 
putting  the  items  in  the  right  hands. 

On  Nov.  1,  Stephanie  Marshall  of  the 
New  Orleans  City  Health  Department 
received  over  3,000  blankets  from 
Barbara  Murray,  missioner  for  the  New 
Orleans  District.  Marshall,  who  works 
directly  with  area  clinics  and  medical 
centers,  began  the  task  of  delivering  the 
items  to  those  institutions  and  agencies. 

“A  wide  variety  of  serving  groups  were 
happy  to  get  the  blankets.  Some  went  to 
well  child  clinics,  school  based  daycare 
programs,  and  agencies  like  Great 
Expectations,  which  works  with  mothers 
to  reduce  infant  mortality.  Infinity,  a 
home  based  substance  abuse  program, 
and  Mall  of  Moms,  designed  to  promote 
parenting  skills  and  wellness,  also 
received  some  of  the  blankets,”  said 
Marshall. 

Working  through  the  health  depart¬ 
ment,  Marshall  is  also  making  certain 
that  blankets  will  be  distributed  to  areas 
outside  the  city  that  are  geographically  a 
part  of  the  New  Orleans  District. 

Joe  Burke,  a  member  of  Asbury  UMC, 
helped  with  the  transfer  of  the  blankets 
to  Marshall.  Burke  has  been  an  active 
volunteer  for  UMCOR  through  the 
Sager  Brown  Depot  in  Baldwin,  La. 

“I  was  retired  for  three  years,  but  I 
recently  went  back  to  work  with 
Goodwill  Industries.  I  have  a  terrific  boss 
that  gives  me  the  flexible  time  I  need  to 
continue  my  work  as  a  church  volun¬ 
teer,”  said  Burke,  who  serves  as  the 
Disaster  Response  Coordinator  for  the 
New  Orleans  District  Ministry  Team. 

After  spending  the  morning  moving 
and  delivering  blankets  with  Marshall 
and  Murray,  Burke  declared  the  day  “a 
really  good  one.” 

The  same  kinds  of  efforts  have  been 
made  throughout  the  Louisiana 
Conference  in  each  of  the  seven  dis¬ 
tricts. 

On  July  8,  over  30  people  from  several 
United  Methodist  congregations  gath¬ 
ered  at  Memorial  UMC  in  Monroe  to 
bag  and  tag  the  baby  blankets  assigned 
for  distribution  in  the  district.  Big  bags 
of  blankets  were  also  taken  to  St.  Paul’s 
UMC  for  processing. 

All  six  of  the  delivery  hospitals  in  the 
Monroe  District  received  the  number  of 
blankets  they  estimated  needing  over 
the  next  12  months.  The  only  exception 
was  North  Monroe  Hospital,  which  pre¬ 
dicted  they  could  use  80  more  before 
year’s  end. 

In  addition,  each  of  the  15  parish 
health  units  in  the  district  received  blan¬ 
kets  for  needy  families. 

Each  blanket  was  tagged  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  message:  “Jesus  said,  ‘Let  the 
children  come  to  me,  and  do  not  hinder 
them,  for  to  such  belong  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.’  This  blanket  is  a  gift  of  love  to 
you  and  to  your  child  from  the  People  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Please 
come  and  visit  a  church  near  you!  Our 
Hearts,  Our  Minds,  and  Our  Doors  are 
always  open.” 


Leslie  Mansell  reported  that  the  blan¬ 
kets  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  were 
largely  distributed  through  the  Region  5 
public  health  unit.  “The  medical  staff 
with  the  health  unit  works  closely  with 
low  income  families.  Getting  their  help 
was  a  logical  choice,”  said  Mansell. 

She  added  that  Region  5  covers  most 
of  southwest  Louisiana,  which  was 
exactly  where  the  blankets  needed  to  go. 

The  Lake  Charles  District  also  enlist¬ 
ed  the  help  of  local  doctors’  clinics,  Kid 
Med,  a  crisis  pregnancy  facility  and  a 
shelter  for  women. 

Nancy  Beavais,  missioner  for  the 
Shreveport  District,  said  that  their  allot¬ 
ted  blankets  are  being  disbursed 
through  Louisiana  State  University’s 
medical  centers,  as  well  as  the  women’s 
and  children’s  hospitals. 

Judy  Gross,  secretary  for  the 
Alexandria  District,  said  the  first  ques¬ 
tion  they  asked  themselves  was,  “What 
do  we  do  with  3,000  baby  blankets?”  The 
next  question  was  “Who  could  make  the 
best  use  of  the  blankets?”  Advice  from 
David  Britt  of  United  Way  of  Central 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  "word  of  mouth,” 
helped  the  Alexandria  District  identify 
appropriate  agencies  and  churches  that 
were  eager  to  accept  the  blankets  for 
distribution  to  disadvantaged  families  in 
the  area. 

Over  13  different  groups  helped  with 
the  process,  including  Huey  R  Long 
Hospital,  Nurse-Family  Partnership 
(LSU  Health  Services  Division),  Hope 
House,  Volunteers  of  America  and 
March  of  Dimes. 

Glenmora,  Vidalia,  Sevier  Memorial- 
Clayton,  and  Jena  United  Methodist 
Churches  also  lent  a  hand. 

Julie  Dalme,  registered  nurse  coordi¬ 
nator  at  Nurse-Family  Partnership, 
wrote,  “Thank  you  very  much  for  donat¬ 
ing  the  blankets  for  our  mothers.  I  have 
started  passing  them  out  and  they  are 
very  appreciative.  For  these  moms  who 
have  very  little,  this  means  a  lot  to  them. 
They  start  to  realize  that  someone  else 
cares  for  them.”  From  Cindy  Hilger,  reg¬ 
istered  nurse  at  the  same  agency,  “We 
serve  first  time  mothers,  and  many  of 
our  clients  lack  the  ability  to  purchase 
items  for  their  new  infants.” 

Richard  Stiltner,  missioner  for  the 
Baton  Rouge  District,  said  that  after  con¬ 
ference  ended,  United  Methodist  Men 
handled  the  transportation  of  the  blan¬ 
kets  to  Ingleside  UMC.  The  church  had 
volunteered  to  store  the  blankets  for  the 
district  until  distribution  arrangements 
could  be  made. 

Earl  K.  Long  Hospital,  Woman’s 
Hospital,  Family  Road  of  Greater  Baton 
Rouge  and  Hope  Ministries  were  con¬ 
tacted  and  allotted  blankets. 

Loraine  Murtishaw,  district  president 
for  United  Methodist  Women  and 
administrative  assistant  at  Ingleside 
UMC,  sorted  the  blankets  and  managed 
the  logistics  for  getting  the  blankets  to 
these  agencies. 

Dena  C.  Morrison,  executive  director 
for  Family  Road,  wrote  to  Stiltner,  “Your 
generosity  enables  us  to  continue  our 
work  of  providing  services  to  help 
strengthen  families . . .  Due  to  generous 
donations  such  as  yours,  we  are  able  to 
provide  prenatal  services  to  over  11,000 
pregnant  women.” 


Medical  Center  of  Louisiana  at  New  Orleans  employees  Chicquita  Mayberry,  left,  and 
Vonda  Taplin,  far  right,  receive  baby  blankets  from  Joe  Burke,  Stephanie  Marshall  and 
Barbara  Murray,  top.  Mary  Carpenter  and  Rev.  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly,  middle,  were  part  of 
the  Monroe  District's  contribution  effort  to  the  blanket  drive.  Above,  Gladys  Harrington, 
Pat  Ramsey  and  Carol  Carroway  prepare  blankets  for  shipment.  Top  photo  by  Steve  Backstrom. 


Bishops, 


from  page  1 


Much  of  the  focus  was  on  the 
Council’s  foundation  document  for 
the  2005  quadrennium,  “Our  Shared 
Dream:  Becoming  the  Beloved 
Community.”  This  was  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  for  22  newly  elected  bishops,  who 
gathered  on  Saturday,  Oct.  30  for  an 


orientation  session.  TVventy-one  of 
the  bishops  are  from  the  United 
States.  The  other  newly  elected  bish¬ 
op  is  from  Zimbabwe.  They  are 
replacing  bishops  who  retired.  In  all, 
there  are  68  active  bishops,  including 
50  from  the  U.S. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Shreveport  District  hosts 'Weekend  of  the  Cross 


Inspired  by  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston,  area  churches  started 
a  Weekend  of  The  Cross  which  benefit- 
ted  the  Shreveport-Bossier  community 
this  past  summer. 

After  years  of  participation  in 
Weekend  of  the  Cross  in  Ruston,  a  group 
of  youth  directors  and  pastors  decided 
to  prepare,  plan  and  provide  a  similar 
mission  opportunity  for  local  volunteers 
and  recipients. 

The  joint  effort  was  led  by  Revs.  lack 
O’Dell  and  Ben  McGehee.  Other  church¬ 
es  that  committed  to  this  event  were 
Asbury,  Broadmoor,  Christ,  Grace  and 
Noel  United  Methodist  Churches. 

The  Shreveport  District  Weekend  of 
the  Cross  was  held  at  Centenary  College 
July  29-  Aug.  1 .  More  than  230  youth  and 
adults  spent  the  weekend  working  side 


by  side  in  mission  and  ministry.  They 
successfully  completed  44  projects. 
Tasks  included  home  repair,  painting, 
wheelchair  ramps,  smoke  detector  and 
peephole  installation  for  those  in  need. 

During  the  weekend,  teams  worked 
with  a  veteran’s  home  and  two  local 
United  Methodist  churches  in  need  of 
helping  hands. 

After  a  hard  days  work,  the  group 
would  gather  each  evening  at  Brown 
Chapel  for  services  led  by  Ron  and  Celia 
Whitler.  This  weekend  was  a  wonderful 
experience  and  blessing  to  us  all! 

Next  year’s  plans  are  already  in 
progress.  Dates  for  the  Shreveport 
District  Weekend  of  the  Cross  are  July 
28-31,  2005.  For  more  information  or  a 
brochure,  please  contact  the  Shreveport 
District  Office. 


More  than  230  youth  and  adults  spent  the  weekend  working  side  by  side  in  mission  and 
ministry. The  event  was  such  a  success,  next  year's  plans  are  already  in  progress.  Dates 
for  the  Shreveport  District  Weekend  of  the  Cross  are  July  28-  31, 2005 


Hallmark  Channel  to  feature  Harvest  of  Hope  food  ministry 


Big  Island,  VA  -  “Harvest  of  Hope  is  the  best  all 
around  mission  experience  for  youth,  “said  Shawn 
Kiger,  director  of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew’s  Harvest 
of  Hope  mission  retreat  program.  “To  have  the 
opportunity  to  share  that  with  a  national  audience  is 
very  exciting.” 

Kiger  is  referring  to  the  Faith  &  Values  Media  tel¬ 
evision  program,  “America  At  Worship,”  which  is  seen 
every  Sunday  from  9  a.m.  to  noon  on  the  Hallmark 
Channel.  The  three-hour  program  is  known  for  great 
preaching,  inspirational  music,  and  insightful  reflec¬ 
tions. 

On  Dec.  19,  the  fourth  Sunday  of  Advent,  the 
program  will  include  a  four-minute  segment  about 
youth  at  work  and  worship  during  a  Harvest  of  Hope 
event  held  in  July  on  Virginia’s  Eastern  Shore. 
Originally,  the  segment  was  to  be  shown  on  Dec.  5. 

In  noting  the  change  in  scheduling,  Jim  Melchiorre, 
producer  of  the  Harvest  of  Hope  segment,  said, 
"America  At  Worship’s  viewership  is  usually  higher 
the  closer  we  get  to  Christmas.” 

“America  At  Worship”  also  features  stories  about 
how  people  live  out  their  faith,”  Melchiorre 


explained.  “When  I  learned  about  the  Harvest  of 
Hope  program  operated  by  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew, 
I  had  a  hunch  it  would  be  perfect  for  our  program’s 
Ways  We  Worship  segment.  My  hunches  aren’t 
always  on  target,”  he  admitted,  “but  this  one  was. 

I’m  quite  impressed  with  the  way  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  has  found  a  mission  -  ending  hunger  -  and 
stayed  committed  to  it  for  a  quarter-century,  finding 
a  variety  of  creative  ways  to  involve  people  and  still 
remain  focused  on  the  goal.” 

Participants  in  Harvest  of  Hope  mission  retreats 
glean  food  for  local  agencies,  learn  about  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  hunger,  worship  and  fellowship  together. 
Fifty-eight  teenagers  and  24  adult  advisors  and  lead¬ 
ers  attended  the  event  filmed  for  the  America  At 
Worship  segment.  “When  cameras  are  around 
there’s  always  the  chance  that  kids  will  become 
extremely  shy  or  ham-it-up,”  commented  Kiger,  “but 
they  were  very  natural.”  Melchiorre  said,  “The  ener¬ 
gy  and  enthusiasm  of  the  teenage  participants  really 
impressed  me!”  Watch  for  the  Harvest  of  Hope  seg¬ 
ment  on  America  At  Worship  on  the  Hallmark 
Channel,  Sunday,  Dec.  19,  from  9  a.m.  to  noon. 


Lay  speaking  workshop  set  in  B.R. 


The  Baton  Rouge 
District  will  host  a  lay 
speaking  ministries 
workshop  Jan.  22, 2005, 
from  8  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 
at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  10230 
Mollylea  Dr. 

COURSES 

OFFERED:  Youth  Class  - 
$10.00  for  registration 
and  materials  -  Rev. 
Shawn  Anglim, 

Kristrina  Little,  Charles 
Sutcliffe. 

(Pastors  &  Youth 
Directors:  Encourage 
youth  to  attend  this  ses¬ 
sion.) 

Basic  Class  (for  first 
timers) -$25.00  registra¬ 
tion  and  materials  - 
Rev.  Jesse  Means  and 


others. 

Advanced  Classes 
$35.00  registration  and 
materials: 

Lay  Speakers  Lead  in 
Bible  -  Revs.  Heather 
Haussler  &  Jean 
Forman 

Lay  Speakers 
Cultivate  Christian 
Community  -  Revs. 
Linda  Joseph  & 

Arnold  Brown 

Lay  Speakers  Lead  in 
Worship  -  Revs.  Wybra 
Price  &  Monica  Monk 
Lay  Speakers  Lead 
Small  Groups  -  Revs. 
Bemadine  Johnson  &  E. 
Andrew  Goff 

All  materials  may  be 
picked  up  onsite. 
Deadline  for  registra¬ 
tion  is  January  10,  2005. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Centenary  United  Methodist  Church  in  Franklinton  helped  create  a  playground 
mural  with  a  Christian  theme  during  the  World's  Largest  Free  Fair  in  Washington 
Parish.  Such  art  ministry  has  far-reaching  effects  and  allows  the  church  to  reach 
out  to  the  community  and  make  a  lasting  contribution  in  the  form  of  the  mural. 
Along  the  bottom,  obscured  by  the  children  posed  in  front  of  it,  above,  the 
mural  reads,"Let  the  Little  Children  Come  to  Me."  Photos  by  Allison  Milliron. 

Franklinton  church  creates  playground  mural 


On  Oct.  21,  during  the  World’s 
Largest  Free  Fair  in  Washington 
Parish,  a  group  of  youth,  children  and 
parents  joined  efforts  to  create  a 
paint-by-letter  mural  with  a  Christian 
theme.  The  mural  project  was  first 
envisioned  by  Allison  Milliron,  youth 
and  children’s  director  of  Centenary 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Franklinton. 

Rev.  Lyndle  Bullard  and  the  mural 
committee  decided  on  the  theme, 
‘‘Let  the  Little  Children  Come  to  Me.” 
Subsequently,  Allison  created  a  26- 
color  design  with  one  color  for  each 
letter  of  the  alphabet. 

The  youth  came  together  during  a 
lock-in  and  helped  to  transfer  the 
design  and  corresponding  letter 
codes  onto  plywood.  Afterwards,  the 
plywood  was  cut  into  128  squares. 
These  squares  were  then  painted  by 
children  at  the  fair,  with  the  help  of 
youth  and  adults. 


While  painting  took  place,  the 
children  were  reminded  that  just  as 
each  square  is  needed  to  complete 
the  whole  mural,  each  individual  is 
uniquely  created  by  God  and  has  a 
purpose  that  must  be  fulfilled  to 
complete  God’s  Master  Plan. 

Although  this  message  was  the 
intent  of  the  project,  it  seemed  that 
children  were  more  blessed  by  the 
fact  that  this  project  was  free,  and 
that  people  cared  enough  to  come 
out  and  do  something  like  this  for 
them. 

This  form  of  art  ministry  has  far- 
reaching  effects,  not  only  because  of 
the  relationships  made  through  cre¬ 
ating  the  art,  but  also  for  the  many 
viewers  who  are  touched  by  the  fin¬ 
ished  product. 

The  mural  will  become  a  perma¬ 
nent  addition  to  the  city’s  playground 
and  will  be  viewed  each  year  by  over 
20,000  people  who  attend  the  fair. 


Hartzell  Mt.Zion  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  Christian  Education 
Sunday.  The  theme  for  the  event  was  "Faith  Sharing  in  Community." 


United  Methodist  pastors  gathered  around  an  anniversary  cake  celebrating  Aurora 
United  Methodist  Church's  45th  year.  Former  pastors  W.  Odell  Simmons,  William  "Ken" 
Jacocks,  W.  O.  Lynch  and  current  pastor  Hulen  Warren  are  pictured,  top. 

The  cake  was  featured  at  a  traditional  United  Methodist  pot  luck  dinner  on  Sept.  26, 
held  in  the  Family  Life  Center  after  special  services  in  the  sanctuary,  above.  Simmons, 
the  first  pastor  at  Aurora,  delivered  the  message. 
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Angel  Tree  program  offers  Christmas 
presents  to  children  of  incarcerated 


Ron  Dinnocenzo,  coordinator  of 
Prison  Fellowship  Ministries,  has 
asked  for  the  help  of  United 
Methodist  Churches  across  the 
Conference  in  implementing  the 
Angel  Tree  Program.  Through  this 
program,  Christmas  gifts  are  given  to 
children  who  have  parent(s)  incarcer¬ 
ated.  These  are  often  the  forgotten 
victims  of  crime.  What  better  way  to 
show  our  love  for  Jesus  as  we  cele¬ 
brate  his  birth  than  to  give  gifts  to 
some  of  the  least  of  his  children. 

Mr.  Dinnocenzo  has  provided  us  a 
list  of  the  locations  of  these  children. 
If  you  would  like  further  information 


concerning  this,  you  may  contact  Mr. 
Dinnocenzo  at  (866)  273-1658,  e-mail 
ron_dinnocenzo@pfm.org  or  Peggy 
Johns  at  (318)  992-7347,  e-mail  john- 
sjr@centurytel.net. 

Churches  and  individuals  through¬ 
out  the  Conference  have  responded 
generously  to  the  support  of 
G.RAC.E.  Camp  and  that  is  so  very 
much  appreciated.  This  is  another 
opportunity  to  show  God’s  love  to 
these  children,  some  of  whom  have 
attended  G.RAC.E.  Camp. 

Please  prayerfully  consider  making 
this  ministry  part  of  your  Christmas 
giving. 


Cities  that  still  need 

Desoto 

Lake  Charles-55 

(nations: 

Coushata-14 

Vinton- 15 

Winn 

Westlake-5 

Caddo 

Joyce-4 

Shreveport  500 

Winnfield-31 

Cameron 

Dodson-3 

Cameron-4 

Bossier 

Goldonna-3 

Lake  Charles- 1 

Princeton- 1 

Natchitoches- 1 

Palin  Dealing- 12 

St.  Maurice-3 

Evangeline 

Elm  Grove-3 

Ville  Platte-48 

Barskdale-1 

Tensas 

Basile-1 

Newellton-2 

Mamou-19 

Webster 

St.  Joseph- 1 

Turkey  Creek-6 

Springhill-24 

Waterproof-2 

Lafayette 

Cotton  Valley -3 

Minden-30 

LaSalle 

Brousard-2 

Cullen-6 

Olla-2 

Carencro-32 

Claiborne 

Grant 

Crowley- 1 
Duson-3 

Homer-23 

Dry  Prong-6 

Lafayette- 113 

Montgomery- 1 

Scott- 19 

Lincoln 

Youngsville-5 

Arcadia- 1 

Natahitoches 

Natchez- 12 

Jefferson  Davis 

Union 

Campti-11 

Elton-2 

Farmerville-12 

Natchiotches-43 

Jennings-37 

Bemice-4 

Coushatta-1 

Lake  Arthur-4 

Acadia 

Branch-2 

Concordia 

Welsh-3 

Vermilion 

Church  Pt.-8 

Ferriday-23 

Abbeville-69 

Crowley- 16 

Vidalia-5 

Delcambre-4 

Esterwood-1 

Erath-2 

Eunice-3 

Vernon 

Kaplan- 1 

Lafayette- 1 

Anacoco-3 

Maurice-4 

Rayne-20 

Hombeck-2 

Scott-2 

Leesville-25 

Washington 

Newllano-2 

Angie- 10 

Ascension 

Pitkin- 1 

Bogalusa-5 

Donaldsonville- 1 2 

Franklinton-40 

Geisman-4 

Rapides 

Vamado-2 

Gonzales-26 

Alexandria-35 

Prairieville-29 

Boyce-6 

Tangipahoa 

St.  Amant-2 

Cheneyville-2 

Hammond-58 

Sorrento-3 

Glenmora-2 

Amite- 17 

Lecompti-5 

Independence-6 

Lena-1 

Kentwood-9 

Madison 

Mora-3 

Loranger-6 

Tallulah-7 

Natalbany-3 

Jackson 

Avoyelles 

Pontchatoula-20 

Chatham- 1 

Bunkie-10 

Roseland-6 

Hodge-9 

Cottonport-1 

Tangipahoa-6 

Jonesboro-7 

Hessmer-6 

Ticlrfaw-4 

Quitman-4 

Mansura-7 

Allen 

Marksville-5 

Franklin 

Simmsport-4 

Oakdale-39 

Wisner-10 

Elizabeth-3 

Gilbert  -2 

Calcasieu 

Baskin- 1 

Dequincy-14 

Chase-2 

Iowa-3 

La.  Conference  Center  director  honored 


Richard  Bushnell  said  he  is  normally 
more  talkative  than  he  was  Wednesday, 
Oct.  20. 

But  some  of  his  employees  who 
accompanied  him  to  the  ceremony, 
where  he  was  honored  as  Executive  of 
the  Year  for  2004,  described  him  differ¬ 
ently. 

“He  has  humility,  integrity  and  he’s  a 
Godly  man,”  said  Judy  Camp,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to  Bushnell  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center. 

“I  was  totally  surprised.  I  thought  we 
were  just  coming  to  lunch,”  Bushnell 
said  after  being  honored  by  the  LaPine 
Chapter  of  the  International  Association 
of  Administrative  Professionals. 

Employees  who  accompanied  him  to 
the  annual  Bosses’  Day  event  said  a 
description  read  from  among  employee 
comments  for  his  nomination  accurately 
described  Bushnell,  “He  leads  us  and 
guides  us  with  so  much  respect  and  love 
that  it  seems  like  we  are  actually  walking 
beside  him  instead  of  behind  him." 

Asked  his  personal  philosophy  for 
managing  the  18  employees  at  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Center  in 
Woodworth,  Bushnell  said,  “I  just  believe 
in  working  with  people  instead  of  telling 
them  what  to  do.” 

He  said  the  "people  around  me”  were 
the  reason  for  the  honor  given  him. 

He  said  he  has  been  executive  director 

La.  Now!  recognized  in 

LAS  VEGAS  (UMNS)  -  The  annual 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators’  awards  competition 
covered  a  wide  range  of  work,  with 
awards  bestowed  in  17  categories  during 
the  association’s  annual  banquet  Oct.  15. 

Recognition  included  certificates  of 
merit,  five  of  which  were  awarded  to 

the  staff  of  Louisiana  Now!,  the  con¬ 
ference  newspaper. 

Betty  Backstrom  and  Josh  Lewis 
received  certificates  of  merit  for  overall 
editorial  content  and  layout  design.  The 
Louisiana  Now!  was  one  of  six  confer¬ 
ence  papers  in  their  division  that  were 
recognized  nationally. 


of  the  conference  center  three  years  after 
retiring  from  the  Rapides  Parish  school 
system  with  33  years  of  experience,  the 
last  nine  as  principal  of  Ewell  S.  Aiken 
Optional  School. 

He  also  served  two  terms  as  mayor  of 
Woodworth. 

Camp  said  she  was  a  student  of 
Bushnell’s  at  Bolton  High  School  the  first 
year  he  began  teaching. 

‘T’ve  known  Richard  as  more  than  a 
boss.  He’s  a  spiritual  leader,”  she  said. 
“He’s  a  man  you  can  go  to  and  talk  to, 
and  he  will  stop  what  he’s  doing  to  talk  to 
you.  And  he  will  pray  with  you,”  she 
said. 

Jennifer  Spann  said  Bushnell  was  the 
principal  at  Glenmora  High  School  when 
she  was  a  student  there. 

“He  leads  us.  He’s  our  boss  but  he’s 
more  than  that.  I’ve  never  seen  anyone 
he  didn’t  consider  a  friend,  an  equal,” 
Spann  said. 

Also  describing  Bushnell  as  a  friend, 
Annette  McCreery,  comptroller  for  the 
conference  center,  said,  “I’ve  learned  so 
much  from  him,  not  only  in  my  job  but 
in  my  personal  life  as  well.” 

Recalling  the  description  read  as  part 
of  the  award  announcement,  McCreery 
said,  “...Beside  him,  I  think  we  can  all  say 
that.” 

Editor's  Note:  This  article  is  reprinted 
with  permission  from  The  Town  Talk. 

national  competition 

Backstrom  and  Lewis  also  received  a 
certificate  of  merit  in  the  "Special 
Sections  or  Supplements”  category  for 
the  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  spe¬ 
cial  edition  of  the  paper,  published  Dec. 
5,  2003. 

In  the  Division  B  category  for 
Writing,”  Backstrom  received  certificates 
of  merit  for  two  stories  that  ran  in  the 
Louisiana  Now!  “Church  Members  Forge 
Bridge  of  Life  and  Hope  in  Asia”  and  “All 
Aboard”  told  the  stories  of  Louisiana 
Conference  missional  efforts  in 
Cambodia  and  Venezuela,  respectively. 
The  story  on  Cambodia  has  also  been 
reproduced  in  New  World  Oudook. 


November  is  UM  Men  Awareness  Month 


November  is  United  Methodist  Men 
Awareness  Month. 

Please  prayerfully  consider  practicing 
the  following  in  recognition  of  this  spe¬ 
cial  month: 

*  Pray  daily  for  men’s  ministry. 

*  Read  one  chapter  of  Proverbs  daily. 

*  Access  local  media  and  talk  about 
men’s  ministry. 

*  Include  something  about  men’s 
ministry  in  all  newsletters,  local  maga¬ 


zines,  and  local  newspapers. 

*  Allow  two-five  minutes  in  each 
November  worship  service  for  men’smin- 
istry  topics. 

*  Hold  district  worship  service  per¬ 
taining  to  men’s  ministry.  The  UMMen 
executive  board  is  available  for  assis¬ 
tance. 

*  Lift  up  Meals  for  Million  Ministry, 
give  every  member  a  brochure,  and  ask 
them  to  become  a  challenged  disciple. 


UMCOR  sends  personnel  to  Darfur,  Sudan 


NEWYORK-The  United  Nations  calls 
it  “a  crisis  out  of  control.”  A  14-year-old 
resident  of  an  internally  displaced  per¬ 
sons  camp  in  the  region  told  an  aid 
worker,  “We  have  lost  everything.”  To  this 
place  of  loss-the  Sudanese  region  of 
Darfur-UMCOR  this  week  dispatched  a 
team  of  workers. 

Jennifer  Poitras  and  Ali  Aamoum, 
both  professionals  in  the  field  of  interna¬ 
tional  relief  and  development,  arrived 
Thursday,  Oct.  21,  in  Khartoum,  accord¬ 


ing  to  UMCOR  Africa  program  director 
Marc  Maxi.  “They  will  be  evaluating  gaps 
in  aid  efforts  and  exploring  possiblepart- 
nerships  with  other  agencies,”  Mr.  Maxi 
said.  Darfur  covers  a  remote  area  the  size 
of  Texas.  Its  population  of  seven  million 
is  scattered  over  a  harsh  desert  land¬ 
scape.  In  the  past  year,  according  to  a 
Reuters  report,  attacks  by  government 
troops  and  Arab  militia  have  forced 
about  1.2  million  people,  mostly  black 
villagers,  from  their  homes. 
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Christian  Educators  Fellowship  gathers 
in  New  Orleans  for  national  conference 


NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)  -  Are  there 
any  teachers  in  your  church  who  are 
passionate  and  committed  but  have 
never  had  any  formal  training? 

Christian  educators  are  those  “grass¬ 
roots  workers”  who  are  helping  church¬ 
es  grow  but  often  they  are  left  to  lead 
without  any  formal  training,  according 
to  Chris  Jackson,  president  of  the 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship  board 
of  directors. 

More  than  700  Christian  educators 
met  Oct.  14- 18  in  New  Orleans  for  the 
fellowship’s  national  conference  to  net¬ 
work  and  build  relationships  with  oth¬ 
ers  from  around  the  United  States. 

The  need  for  trained  Christian  edu¬ 
cators  is  "bubbling  to  the  surface”  as 
churches  start  to  understand  the  need 
to  concentrate  on  Sunday  school, 
noted  Corinne  Van  Buren,  a  fellowship 
director. 

“From  what  I  hear  through  seminar¬ 
ies  and  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  churches  are 
becoming  more  aware  that  Sunday 
school  is  needing  the  attention  that 
perhaps  it  hasn’t  had  in  the  last  few 
years,”  she  said.  “So  the  need  for  people 
to  be  trained  and  feel  supported  in  the 
teaching  learning  ministries  of  the 
church  is  bubbling  to  the  surface 
again.” 

The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
is  an  organization  that  will  help  “brand 
new”  Christian  educators  and  those 
who  have  been  teaching  for  20  years, 
Jackson  pointed  out. 

“One  of  the  things  we  are  doing  now 
is  trying  to  meet  the  needs  of  those 
brand-new  Christian  educators  who 
may  have  been  in  public  school  educa¬ 
tion  in  their  local  communities,  or 
social  workers  that  have  felt  a  call  to  get 
involved  in  their  local  church,”  he  said. 
"They  are  coming  to  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  with  a  lot  of  passion  and  commit¬ 
ment  but  not  a  lot  of  formal  education.” 

The  fellowship’s  mission  is  to  nur¬ 
ture,  support,  challenge  and  advocate 
for  any  person  with  responsibility  for 
fostering  discipleship  through  Christian 
education,  he  explained.  The  fellowship 
meets  every  two  years  and  has  recendy 
“crossed  a  new  barrier”  by  increasing 
its  membership  to  1,003  educators. 

“The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
was  founded  in  1968,  (and)  we  were  the 
first  organization  to  establish  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  new  United 
Methodist  Church,”  he  said.  “Our  first 
conference  was  held  right  here  in  New 
Orleans  in  this  same  hotel.  We  want  to 
be  able  to  continue  into  the  future  with 
that  close  relationship  with  the 
church.” 

A  large  number  of  participants  in 
this  conference  were  students  from 
seminaries  and  United  Methodist-relat 
ed  schools  as  well  as  many  ethnic 
minorities  and  members  of  Pan- 
Methodist  churches.  Their  presence 
helped  make  the  conference’s  theme, 
“Reflecting  the  Face  of  God,”  really 
show  the  church’s  diversity,  Jackson 
added.  A  seminar  introduced  before 
the  conference,  “PEP:  Professional 


Education  Preparation,”  covered  the 
basic  competencies  involved  in  the 
responsibilities  and  tasks  of  a  Christian 
education  position. 

"We  hope  to  offer  this  seminar  in 
other  settings  throughout  the  year,”  Van 
Buren  said. 

By  attending  a  seminar  such  as  PER 
Jackson  hopes  to  help  those  new  to 
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"The  need  for  trained  Christian 
educators  is  "bubbling  to  the 
surface"  as  churches  start  to 
understand  the  need  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  Sunday  school." 

Christian  education  go  on  to  more 
extensive  training,  such  as  certification 
courses  offered  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  or  courses  taught  in  a 
United  Methodist  seminary  or  college. 

For  Karli  Pidgeon,  a  second-year  stu¬ 
dent  at  United  Methodist-related 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  the  conference  was  a  “wealth 
of  information.” 

“The  worship  services  have  been 
phenomenal,  and  I  have  really  had  the 
freedom  to  network  with  other 
Christian  educators,”  she  said. 

Each  day  featured  a  morning  Bible 
study  lead  by  the  Rev.  Grace  Imathiu, 
assistant  director  of  development  at 
Kenya  Methodist  University. 

“I  am  delighted  with  the  presence  of 
so  many  students  this  year,”  said  Peggy 
Eshelman  of  the  Missouri  Annual 
(regional)  Conference.  “The  Bible  study 
with  Grace  has  been  a  highlight  of  the 
conference  for  me.  It  has  been  done 
with  such  care,  and  the  power  of  some¬ 
thing  done  so  carefully  honors  the 
Scriptures.” 

Sherrie  Randall,  a  student  at  Pfeiffer 
University,  Misenheimer,  N.C.,  called 
the  conference  was  “a  great  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  gain  the  experience  of  older,  more 
experience  Christian  educators.”  The 
workshops  “gave  me  new  ideas  and 
reinforced  what  I  am  learning  in 
school.” 

In  addition  to  Fleming  and  Imathiu, 
other  conference  leaders  were  the  Rev. 
Jeremy  Bassett,  Church  of  the  Servant, 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference:  the  Rev. 
Carol  Cotton  Winn  and  the  Rev.  John 
Winn,  directors  of  Spiritual  Formation, 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference:  the  Rev. 
Victor  McCullough,  pastor  of  the  his¬ 
toric  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans;  and  the  Rev. 
Deborah  Kaye  Wallace-Padgett, 
Prestonsburg  (Ky.)  District  superintend¬ 
ent.  Jorge  A.  Lockward,  a  native  of  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  Global  Praise 
Program  coordinator  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
served  as  music  director. 

The  2006  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  conference  will  be  held  in 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  fellowship,  contact 
Corinne  Van  Buren  at  RO.  Box  24930, 
Nashville,  Term.,  37202;  (866)  629-3113; 
or  e-mail  cef@cefumc.org. 


A  children's  choir  from  several  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  La.  Conference 
performs,  top.  Several  members  of  the  "welcoming  committee"  enjoy  Mardi  Gras- 
style  festivites,  above:  John  Edd  Harper,  conference  director  of  Christian  Education; 
Carol  Sherer,  director  of  Christian  Education  for  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New 
Orleans;  Janet  Cavalier,  director  of  Christian  Education  for  Munholland  UMC  in 
Metairie  and  Caroline  Sanders  from  Munholland  UMC. 


More  than  750  attend  to  share  stories,  be  uplifted 


BY  CORINNE  VAN  BUREN 

On  Oct.  14-18,  the  national  asso¬ 
ciation  of  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  gathered  in  New  Orleans  to 
experience  the  “Many  Facets  of 
Christian  Education.” 

With  750  in  attendance,  there 
were  many  holy  moments  that 
ranged  from  uplifting  worship,  to 
new  ideas  shared  in  workshop 
options,  networking  of  personal  sto¬ 
ries,  and  powerful  Bible  study  led  by 
Rev.  Grace  Imathiu. 

The  host  Louisiana  CEF  Chapter 
offered  marvelous  hospitality  and 
helped  everyone  to  find  the  experi¬ 
ence  in  New  Orleans  to  be  filled 
with  beauty,  fun  and  meaning. 
Louisiana  Conference  was  well  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  program  with  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  and  Reverends 
Carol  Cotton  Winn  and  John  Winn 
leading  the  opening  celebration  at 
Mardi  Gras  World. 

Rev.  Victor  McCullough  was  the 
preacher  at  the  closing  service  and 
the  music  of  Stephen  Foster  filled 
both  of  those  worship  experiences. 
The  Dillard  Choir  gave  their  usual 
dynamic  performance  on  Sunday, 
and  the  combined  children’s  choirs 
led  by  Barbara  Gay  Rigney  at  the 


Saturday  worship  were  warmly 
received.  Children’s  choirs  from 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Korean  UMC, 

Mid  City  Full  Arts  Workshop,  Mt. 

Zion  UMC,  Munholland  UMC, 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC,  and  St. 

Luke’s  UMC  participated. 

The  more  than  50  persons  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  conference  found 
that  CEF  is  an  organization  that  nur¬ 
tures,  supports,  challenges  and 
advocates  for  persons  who  have 
responsibility  for  fostering  disciple¬ 
ship  through  Christian  education. 
The  CEF  Chapter  in  Louisiana  is 
chaired  by  Carol  Sherer,  director  of 
Christian  Education  for  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC.  Please  contact  her 
regarding  chapter  meetings.  (504) 
899-3431. 

As  the  Christian  educators  who 
had  come  from  across  the  nation 
began  to  depart  at  the  close  of  the 
conference,  they  knew  they  had 
learned  that  they  are  valued  and  key 
leaders  in  the  church  for  the  process 
of  faith  formation  and  discipleship. 
They  were  challenged  and  energized 
to  return  to  their  ministry  settings 
with  hope  and  faith.  The  next 
national  meeting  of  CEF  will  be 
Oct.  5-9,  2006  at  Lake  Junaluska,  NC. 
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More  than  43  volunteers  turned  out  for  Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  2004  in  the  Lake 
Charles  District  and  helped  build  four  ramps  for  area  residents. 


Takin'  It  to  the  Streets  produces  four  ramps  for  area 


Participants  in  Takin’  It  to  the 
Streets  2004  in  the  Lake  Charles 
District  completed  four  ramps  dur¬ 
ing  the  ministry,  two  in  Lake  Charles 
and  two  in  Sulphur 

Forty  three  volunteers  turned  out 
for  the  event,  including  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent  Doug  Ezell. 

Churches  participating  were  First, 
Lake  Charles,  Maplewood, 

University  and  St.  Luke-Simpson 
UMCs. 

Money  for  building  materials 
came  from  block  grant  funds  from 
the  City  of  Lake  Charles  and  from 
Calcasieu  Cameron  Association  for 
persons  with  Orthopedic 
Disabilities. 


Volunteers  began  the  weekend 
with  registration  followed  by  an 
absolutely  fabulous  Chicken 
Spaghetti  prepared  by  Steve  Landry 
of  First  Methodist;  "The  Lone  Pine” 
provided  great  Bluegrass  music  for 
our  evening  worship  with  Doug  Ezell 
leading  worship  and  sharing  a  spe¬ 
cial  message.  Oak  Park  UMC  pro¬ 
vided  a  delicious  breakfast  before 
departing  for  work  sites  Saturday 
morning.  The  University  UMC 
Reynosa  Mission  Team  delivered 
lunch  to  the  work  sites  and  provided 
the  Saturday  evening  meal. 

Randy  Roach,  mayor  of  Lake 
Charles  visited  the  Lake  Charles  sites 
on  Saturday  morning. 


One  Day  Youth  Ministry  Training  Coming  to  North  Louisiana 

"How  to  Move  Your  Youth  Ministry  from  good  to  great . . 
by  GROUP  Magazine  Live 
Saturday,  November  20, 8:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Noel  Methodist  Church,  520  Herndon  Street,  Shreveport,  LA 
Register  now  on-line  at  www.groupmag.com/gml 
Or  by  phone  1-800-784-3777 


LAVIM  teams  in  action  after  hurricanes 


La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  Teams  are 
on  the  move  to  provide  disaster  relief  in 
the  wake  of  this  year’s  hurricane  season. 

A  conference-wide  team,  led  by  Rev. 
Jack  O’Dell  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Shreveport,  will  be  working  in  the  Gulf 
Shores,  Ala.  area  from  Nov.  14-19.  For 
more  information,  contact  Rev.  O’  Dell 
at  (318)  861-0586. 

A  youth  team  from  St.  Andrews  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge,  led  by  Andree  Woodard, 
will  be  working  in  Holt,  Ala.  from  Nov. 
19-24.  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor  of  Slidell 
First  UMC,  is  currently  leading  a  team  in 
Andalusia,  Ala. 

Louisiana  Tech’s  Wesley  Foundation, 
led  by  Tony  Angell,  will  travel  to  the 
Pensacola,  Fla.  area  Nov.  18-23. 
Southeastern’s  Wesley  Foundation,  led 
by  Heather  Hostler,  is  planning  a  mis¬ 
sion  for  March  28-April  1, 2005. 

John  Krause,  with  Gonzales  First 
UMC,  will  lead  a  conference-wide  team 


in  either  late  December  or  in  February. 
For  more  information  on  how  to  join  the 
group,  call  (225)  715-3934. 

Another  conference-wide  team,  led 
by  Rev.  Ramonalynn  Bethley  of  Vivian 
First  UMC,  will  offer  disaster  relief  to  the 
hurricane  striken  areas  from  June  12-16. 
Rev.  Bethley  maybe  reached  at  (318) 
375-3521. 

"The  teams  going  over  in  November 
will  still  be  involved  in  cleanup  from  the 
storms.  The  work  will  gradually  move 
toward  repair  and  construction.  We  will 
need  folks  with  construction  experience, 
but  there  is  a  job  for  anyone,"  said  Rev. 
Larry  Norman,  director  of  La.  Volunteers 
in  Mission. 

“Teams  are  being  formed  now.  If  any¬ 
one  is  interested  in  joining  a  group  or 
scheduling  a  mission,  call  office  of  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission  and  speak  to 
myself  or  Brenda  Coppitt,”  said  Norman. 
The  phone  number  is  (225)  346-1646. 


St.Timothy  to  host  La.  Philharmonic  Orchestra 


The  La.  Philharmonic  Orchestra  will 
again  be  at  St.  Timothy  on  the 
Northshore  for  the  annual  "Christmas  on 
the  Northshore”  concerts.  This  year  an 
additional  concert  will  be  presented 
because  of  last  year’s  popularity. 

Dates  and  times  for  the  three  con¬ 
certs  are  Dec.  12  at  3  and  7  p.m.  and  Dec. 
13  at  7  p.m.  The  125-voice  St.  Timothy 
Choir  will  again  be  singing  as  well  as 
international  tenor  Stuart  Neill  and  well- 
known  soloists  Anna  McDonald,  Viola 
Dacus  and  Horace  English, 


The  programs,  which  run  just  over  an 
hour,  will  include  Christmas  excerpts 
from  the  beloved  Messiah  by  George 
Fredrick  Handel  and  several  of  the  popu¬ 
lar  John  Rutter  Christmas  carols. 

All  concerts  are  free  and  open  to  the 
public.  Reserved  tickets  will  be  available 
Nov.  12  at  the  church  office  located  at 
335  Asbury  Dr.  in  Mandeville,  across 
from  the  K  Mart.  Tickets  insure  seating 
until  15  minutes  before  the  concert 
begins.  For  additional  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  church  office  at  (985)  626-3307. 


t  Endow  Your  Annual  Gift 


Leave  a  gift  in  your  will 
that  will  pay  your  pledge  forever 


Does  your  church  depend  on  your  financial  support?  Would  you 
like  to  continue  that  support  of  your  faith  forever? 


You  can — by  endowing  your  gift  through  your  will. 

For  example,  if  your  annual  gift  is  $100*,  a  legacy  gift  of  $2000  will 
assure  your  church  of  your  gift  indefinitely. 

If  your  annual  gift*  is:  Perpetuate  it  by  giving: 

$250  $5,000 

$500  $10,000 

$1000  $20,000 

*  Using  an  annual  payout  of  5% 


HOW?  Update  your  will  naming  your  church  as  a  beneficiary. 

Why?  You  have  the  use  of  your  assets  during  your  lifetime, 

continue  to  support  your  faith,  and  pay  your  pledge  forever. 

Endowing  your  church  pledge  could  be  the 
most  farsighted  and  enduring  act  of  your  lifetime! 


For  more  information,  contact: 


^UF 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
225.346.1535 

wwwjjmfjorg 


SAM  Grant  application 
deadline  December  1 

Each  year  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  awards  Support  Action 
Ministry  (SAM)  Grants  to  assist  local 
churches  in  the  establishment  of  new 
mission  projects.  Traditionally,  priori¬ 
ty  has  been  given  to  those  projects 
serving  the  needs  of  children  and 
youth  at  risk.  A  SAM  Grant  may  be 
awarded  up  to  $2,500  annually  for 
three  consecutive  years.  Churches 
wishing  to  apply  may  call  or  write  the 
SAM  Committee  Chair,  Rev.  Jayne 
Trammell- Kelly  for  an  application: 

401  Sherrouse  Avenue,  Monroe, 
Louisiana  71203.  Deadline  for  all  new 
applications  and  re-applications  is 
Dec.  1. 


W.T.  Handy  Convo  /8 


Sudan  relief  /7 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Mission  to  Cambodia 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTR0M 

Esther  Gitobu,  a  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  missionary,  is  quietly  amused  by  the 
reaction  of  others  when  they  discover  that  the 
Kenyan  native  is  serving  in  Cambodia. 

“People  say,  ‘Why  is  an  African  deployed  to 
Cambodia?  Don’t  we  usually  send  missionaries 
to  Kenya?’  In  truth,  missionaries  come  from 
every  country  and  ultimately,  they  go  where  God 
calls  them,”  said  Gitobu  with  a  characteristically 
gentle  smile. 

The  Cambodian  missionary,  who  serves 
alongside  her  husband  Nicholas,  recently  spent 
three  weeks  traveling  throughout  Louisiana 
sharing  the  message  of  their  ministry  and  gain¬ 
ing  financial  support. 

Gitobu  explained  that  there  are  currently  57 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  Cambodia. 
There  are  also  57  pastors,  of  whom  only  10  are 
ordained.  “Nineteen  people  have  recently  grad- 


See  Missionary,  page  3 


La.  Conference  members  participate  in  a  corner¬ 
stone  ceremony  for  Spean  Chivit  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Cambodia,  top.  Kenyan  missionary 
Esther  Gitobu,  middle,  at  left,  serves  in  Cambodia 
and  recently  toured  the  La.  Conference  sharing  her 
experiences  and  gaining  financial  support  for  her 
work  with  the  country’s  residents,  many  of  whom, 
like  the  children  at  left,  live  in  abject  poverty,  scav¬ 
enging  their  living  in  garbage  dumps. 


Kenyan  missionary  makes 
strides  in  Cambodia 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

I  Want  to  Be  Ready 


I  wish  every  Christian  could  stand 
at  the  top  of  the  Mount  of  Olives  and 
look  over  the  tops  of  centuries  old, 
gnarled  olive  trees,  and  across  the 
ravine-like  Kidron  Valley  and  at  the 
ancient  walled  city  of  Jerusalem.  The 
most  visible  feature  today  is  the  glis¬ 
tening  golden  dome  of  the  mosque  so 
appropriately  called  The  Dome  of  the 
Rock.  This  sacred  shrine  of  the 
Muslims  is  built  over  the  rock  on 
Mount  Moriah  where  Abraham  is  said 
to  have  approached  the  sacrifice  of  his 
son,  Isaac.  That  mosque  is  the  most 
visible  feature  looming  above  the 
ancient  walls. 

However,  the  most  impressive  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  massive  walled  city  of 
Jerusalem,  at  least  for  me,  is  the 
Eastern  Gate.  Its  oval  arches  stand  out 
dramatically  from  the  rectangular 
stones  even  though  the  gate  itself  was 
walled  up  centuries  ago.  This  is  the 
gate  through  which  Jesus  would  have 
entered  the  city  on  that  Sunday  when 
they  proclaimed  him  king  and  strew 
palm  branches  and  articles  of  clothing 
in  his  path.  It  is  believed  by  the  faithful 
1  that  it  is  through  this  same  gate  that 
|  Jesus  will  ride  again  when  he  returns 
to  earth  to  claim  it  and  all  his  followers 
as  his  own. 

As  I  stood  and  looked  at  that  gate, 
all  the  drama  of  Palm  Sunday  as  well 
as  all  the  hopes  and  dreams  for  Jesus’ 
second  coming  became  ever  more  real 
to  me.  I  could  visualize  it  all  happen¬ 
ing  long  ago,  and  I  could  anticipate 
what  it  might  be  like  when  he  again 
rides  triumphantly  into  the  city  and 
claims  it  as  his  own.  It  will  be  quite  a 
different  happening  the  second  time. 
Just  think!  The  world  can  now  watch 
via  satellite  television!  Instant  com¬ 
munication  will  cover  the  globe,  and 
the  world  will  know  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  that  it  has  happened! 

After  viewing  the  gate  from  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  I  then  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  see  it  from  inside  the  walls  of 
Jerusalem.  It  was  a  very  different  view. 
From  the  inside  the  busy  worshipers 
see  it  as  they  come  and  go  from  the 
various  holy  shrines.  The  cries  of  the 
merchants  can  be  heard.  There  at  the 
very  location  of  the  gate  is  a  school 
with  children  running  outside  for 
recess.  And  the  tourists  and  curious 
about  the  eternal  meaning  of  this 
sacred  place  are  abundant. 

I  wondered  what  it  will  be  like  from 
the  perspective  of  the  inside  of  the  city 
when  those  ancient  sealing  stones  are 
removed,  opening  the  gate  once  again, 
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and  Jesus,  the 
Messiah  walks 
through!  What  will 
be  the  reaction  of 
the  worshipers  who 
are  there  on  a  visit? 
What  will  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  the  city 
do?  What  will  the 
school  children  and 
the  teachers  think? 
What  about  the 
curious  faithful?  Will  they  know  him? 
Will  they  worship  him?  Will  they  bow 
down  before  him?  Will  they  be  ready? 

Matthew  paints  a  vivid  picture  ( 
Matthew  24:  36-44)  of  what  it  might 
look  like.  TWo  men  will  be  in  the  field 
and  one  will  be  taken  and  the  other 
left  behind.  Two  women  will  be  grind¬ 
ing  at  the  mill  and  one  will  be  taken 
and  one  will  be  left  behind.  And  we 
are  admonished  as  the  faithful  that  we 
should  always  be  on  the  watch  and  we 
should  always  be  ready  in  our  own 
lives  for  this  second  coming  to  hap¬ 
pen.  “Therefore  you  also  must  be 
ready;  for  the  Son  of  man  is  coming  at 
an  hour  you  do  not  expect."  (Matthew 
24:  44  RSV) 


We  have  entered  now  into  the  sea¬ 
son  of  the  Christian  year  known  as 
Advent  -  a  time  of  preparation  of  our 
souls  for  the  “dear  Christ  to  enter  in.” 

It  is  indeed  a  spiritual  time.  Are  you 
prepared  for  Jesus  to  enter  into  your 
heart  again  and  again?  Are  you  ready 
for  your  spirit  to  be  invaded  by  his 
spirit,  making  you  at  last  one  with 
him?  It  is  a  spiritual  journey. 

But  it  also  is  a  time  of  reflection  on 
what  do  we  need  to  do  in  our  personal 
life  to  be  ready  for  his  physical  coming 
again.  As  the  sign  in  the  little  barber¬ 
shop  I  went  to  all  my  childhood  and 
until  I  left  home  for  college  said,  “Do 
nothing  you  would  not  want  to  be 
doing  when  Jesus  returns.  Say  nothing 
you  would  not  want  to  be  saying  when 
Jesus  returns.”  Are  our  actions  and 
way  of  living  such  that  if  Jesus  walked 
in  on  our  conversation,  on  our  deeds, 
on  our  thoughts,  or  on  our  plans  we 
would  be  perfectly  at  ease  and  ready  to 
meet  him? 

I  want  to  be  ready!  I  have  assurance 
you  want  to  be  ready  too.  What  must 
we  do  to  approach  that  state  of  readi¬ 
ness?  I  think  that  is  the  crucial  ques¬ 
tion  for  our  journey  this  Advent! 


In  Christ’s  love, 


30th  annual  Ashram  set  for  Jan.  in  Ruston 


The  30th  Annual  Christian  Ashram 
will  be  held  Jan.  20-22,  2005,  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
1000  W.  Woodward  Ave.,  in  Ruston. 

Guest  speakers  for  the  event  are 
Dr.  Tom  Nisbett,  Bible  Hour  teacher, 
and  Dr.  Maxie  Dunham,  evangelist. 

Fresh  insights,  commitments  and 
spiritual  growth  are  stressed  at  our 
Ashram  to  make  it  a  heart-warming 
mountain-top  experience. 

Time  will  be  set  aside  for  worship, 


sharing,  silent  meditation,  prayer, 
relaxation,  and  fellowship. 

Registration  Fee  is  $25. 

To  attend  the  Ashram  dinner  on 
Friday  evening,  there  is  an  additional 
cost  of  $10.  For  more  information, 
contact  Dick  and  Norma  Davenport, 
(318)  797-9062;  Rev.  Andy  Hurst, 

(318)  251-0750,  or  andyh@trinityrus- 
ton.org;  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  (318)  742- 
3823  or  lmiller@firmc.org;  or  Rev. 
Jimmie  Pyles,  (318)  251-2690. 


Faith  and  Reason  seminar  at  Centenary  to  feature  Crossan 


SHREVEPORT,  LA  -  The  D.L.  Dykes 
Foundation  and  the  Center  for 
Theological  Studies  at  Centenary 
College  have  announced  the  dates  for 
a  Faith  and  Reason  seminar  with  noted 
biblical  scholar  John  Dominic  Crossan. 

On  Jan.  18, 19  and  20,  Dr.  Crossan 
will  be  at  Centenary  for  a  series  of  pub¬ 
lic  lectures  on  Jesus  and  Paul  and 
Rome  and  America.  Topics  include 
“Roman  Imperial  Theology  and  the 
Normalcy  of  Civilization;”  “Jesus,  Paul 


and  The  Kingdom  of  God;”  "The 
Radicality  of  God  and  the  Ambiguity  of 
Biblical  Tradition;”  and  “The 
Resurrection  of  Jesus  for 
Contemporary  America.” 

Details  about  registration  and  lec¬ 
ture  times  will  be  announced  in  the 
coming  weeks.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Rev.  Don  Meeks, 
director  of  the  Center  for  Theological 
Studies,  at  (318)  869-5024  or 
dmeeks@centenary.edu. 
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Missionary, 

uated  from  the  Cambodian  Methodist  Bible 
School,  and  another  17  are  about  to  complete 
their  studies.  We  are  working  hard  to  bring  can¬ 
didates  through  the  deacon  to  elder  process.” 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  shares  a 
special  relationship  with  Spean  Chivit  United 
Methodist  Church,  located  in  the  Dey  Eth  com¬ 
munity  in  the  Kandal  Province  of  Cambodia. 
Earlier  this  year,  a  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  team  of  adults  and  youth  visited  the 
church  and  presented  a  check  for  $35,000  from 
the  conference.  The  monies  are  being  used  for 
the  purchase  of  land  and  the  construction  of  a 
new  building  that  will  double  as  a  sanctuary 
and  multi-purpose  facility. 

Gitobu  and  other  GBGM  missionaries  are 
responsible  to  churches  like  Spean  Chivit  UMC 
and  for  a  number  of  outreach  programs 
designed  to  bolster  spiritual  economic  and 
educational  growth.  “This  country  is  so  impov¬ 
erished,  and  the  needs  are  so  great.  When  we 
offer  choices  and  solutions  to  these  deserving 
people,  we  are  sharing  God’s  love  with  them. 

For  many,  it  is  the  first  time  this  kind  of  caring 
and  concern  have  been  shown  to  them,”  said 
Gitobu. 

The  economic  development  projects  include 
training  in  animal  husbandry,  weaving,  farming 
and  diesel  mechanics.  “We  usually  work  with 
the  women  in  groups  of  30,  teaching  them  how 
to  make  baskets  and  mats.  They  also  raise 
watermelons,  which  grow  well  in  the  climate,” 
said  the  missionary.  The  men,  working  in 
groups  of  25,  are  taught  diesel  mechanics  so 
that  they  can  find  jobs  repairing  farm  equip¬ 
ment  and  small  motorcycles.  The  mechanics 
program  takes  about  four  months  to  complete. 

The  GBGM  mission  programs  also  teach  the 
raising  of  pigs  and  cows.  The  program,  mod¬ 
eled  after  the  Heifer  Project,  provides  a  pig  or  a 
cow  to  a  farmer.  Participants  are  taught  how  to 
care  for  the  animal  and  how  to  breed  the  ani¬ 
mal.  “Once  piglets  are  born,  some  must  be 
shared  with  others  farmers  in  an  effort  to 
expand  the  program.  Profits  are  funneled  back 
into  the  project,  and  a  certain  portion  of  the 
revenue  must  be  tithed  to  the  church,”  said 
Gitobu.  The  cows  are  not  raised  for  consump¬ 
tion,  but  for  their  milk  and  for  farm  work.  It 
costs  $450  to  provide  one  cow  to  the  program, 
and  $150  to  provide  a  pig. 

The  production  of  flour  is  another  industry 
that  provides  income  to  the  Cambodians.  "The 
people  traditionally  grind  the  flour  by  hand  in  a 
tedious,  time  consuming  process.  We  are  now 
providing  them  with  machines  which  produce 
the  flour  in  a  fraction  of  the  original  time.  These 
machines  cost  $750  a  piece,  and  they  have  rev¬ 
olutionized  the  entire  industry,”  said  Gitobu. 

Esdier's  life  in  Cambodia  with  Nicholas  and 
their  three  daughters  is  nothing  like  the  life  she 
lived  in  Kenya.  After  receiving  her  education, 
Esther  worked  for  the  Central  Bank  of  Kenya  for 
1 1  years.  “I  remember  telling  my  friends  as  a 
young  woman  that  I  would  someday  work  for 
the  bank.  It  was  my  dream,”  she  said. 

Little  did  she  know  that  her  dreams  would 
change.  Along  with  her  husband  Nicholas, 
Esther  answered  God’s  call  to  become  a  mis¬ 
sionary.  The  family  was  commissioned  to  serve 
in  the  war-torn  Republic  of  Congo  in  Africa.  “It 
was  during  those  years  that  I  realized  that  my 
job  is  to  give  others  the  hope  to  carry  on.  The 
church  is  called  to  be  a  caring  presence  in  the 
lives  of  those  who  are  suffering,"  said  Gitobu. 

When  Esther  and  Nicholas  "picked  up 
stakes”  in  2002  and  moved  to  serve  in 
Cambodia,  they  were  accompanied  by  their 
three  daughters:  Jeanette,  10 ;  Nichole,  six:  and 
Michelle,  four  years  of  age. 

These  remarkable  girls,  who  confess  to  miss¬ 


ing  Kenya  from  time  to  time,  are  an  integral 
party  of  the  ministry  being  performed  by  their 
parents.  “Thousands  of  Cambodians  live  at  an 
enormous  dumpsite  called  Stung  Mean  Chey. 
Men,  women  and  children  rummage  through 
500  acres  of  waste  to  find  what  they  can  for 
nourishment  and  for  items  to  be  sold.  Every 
Christmas,  the  girls  come  to  the  dumpsite  with 
Nicholas  and  me  to  spend  time  with  the  chil¬ 
dren.” 

“Jeanette,  Nichole  and  Michelle  also  enter¬ 
tain  children  from  the  Boulding  Orphanage. 

Every  Saturday,  two  of  the  children  from  the 
facility  come  to  our  home  to  play  with  the  girls, 
eat  a  home-cooked  meal,  and  receive  treats 
from  the  girls,”  said  Gitobu.These  remarkabl  e 
children  have  also  started  a  clothing  and  toy 
drive  through  their  own  school,  the  North 
Bridge  International  School.  The  items  are 
donated  to  needy  children  in  the  area. 

The  Gitobus  serve  not  only  Cambodia,  but 
Vietnam  and  Laos  as  well.  Those  serving  the 
church  in  Vietnam  are  persecuted,  so  the  regu¬ 
lar  five-hour  bus  rides  across  the  border  that 
Nicholas  must  make  to  deliver  salaries  and 
supplies  can  be  extremely  dangerous.  “He  must 
travel  as  a  tourist  so  as  not  to  be  detected,  said 
Esther. 

Nicholas,  who  has  received  the  call  to 
ordained  ministry,  will  soon  begin  seminary 
training  in  Singapore.  "He  will  alternate  three 
months  at  seminary,  and  two  months  with  us 
until  his  education  is  finished,”  said  Esther. 

The  industrious,  courageous  woman  views 
this  significant  interruption  in  the  family’s  life 
as  a  blessing  that  will  expand  their  ministry. 

She  also  realizes  that  the  presence  of  the 
church  is  the  lifeblood  for  recovery  in 
Cambodia.  “Part  of  what  God  is  doing  in  this 
country  is  providing  the  feeling  of  family  for  so 
many  people  that  have  lost  their  family  unit. 

We  are  brother  and  sister  to  these  enthusiastic 
new  Christians  as  they  grow  in  faith  and  heal 
the  hurts  of  the  past,”  said  Gitobu. 

United  Methodists  in  die  United  States  can 
be  a  part  of  this  vital  ministry  through  their 
prayers  and  financial  gifts.  A  Sunday  school 
class  could  provide  $150  for  a  pig  or  $450  for  a 
cow.  A  women’s  industry  group  could  be  fund¬ 
ed  for  $600-700  per  year.  The  mechanics  class 
can  be  provided  to  one  group  for  $800  per  ses¬ 
sion. 

“Each  of  my  daughters  is  giving  $10  a 
month,  which  sponsors  a  child  for  school  uni¬ 
forms  and  supplies.  For  $120  a  year,  a  child  can 
go  to  school.  Even  the  small  gifts  have  an  enor¬ 
mous  impact,”  said  Gitobu. 

One  hundred  dollars  a  month  can  pay  the 
tuition  for  a  Bible  school  student  or  provide  the 
salary  and  supplies  for  a  church  pastor. 

Also  critically  needed  is  funding  for 
Christian  educational  materials  and  curricu¬ 
lum.  “Everything  must  be  translated  in  order  to 
be  used  by  the  Cambodians.  It  takes  close  to 
$4,000  a  year  to  cover  the  cost  for  translators 
and  curriculum  production  to  provide  the 
Cambodian  church  members  with  proper 
materials,”  said  Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  Conference 
Global  Ministries  secretary  and  active  LAVIM 
volunteer.  Those  wishing  to  make  financial  gifts 
to  support  the  various  components  of  the 
Cambodian  Initiative  should  make  checks  out 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  indicating 
the  Advance  #  00230A-R.  In  the  memo  portion 
of  the  check,  specify  which  component  the 
funds  are  for. 

Gifts  to  support  Esther  Gitobu’s  salary  may 
go  to  Advance  #  13959Z.  Send  designated 
checks  to  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802,  or  place  them  in 
the  offering  plate  on  Sunday  morning. 


A  Tale  of  Two  Times 

Children  line  up  for  recess  at  the  school  housed  at  the  Korean  Methodist 
Mission  Center  in  Cambodia,  top,  a  warm  contrast  to  the  stacks  of  skulls 
left  in  the  wake  of  the  murderous  Khmer  Rouge,  who  killed  1 .7  million 
people  in  the  country.  Missionary  Esther  Gitobu  and  her  husband, 
Nicholas,  are  part  of  the  United  Methodist  effort  to  rebuild  Cambodia 
and  offer  its  residents  a  more  hopeful  future. 


Centenary  names  new  vice  president 


SHREVEPORT,  LA  - 
Centenary  College  President 
Kenneth  L.  Schwab  today 
(Wednesday,  Oct.  6)  announced 
the  promotion  of  Dr.  Katherine 
R.  Fell  to  vice  president  for 
development,  effective  Oct.  1 . 

Fell  is  a  former  professor 
who  has  served  in  the 
Centenary  Development 
Division  since  1998,  working 
first  as  director  of  corporate  and 
foundation  relations  and  then 
as  director  of  development 
prior  to  her  appointment  six 
months  ago  as  interim  vice 
president. 

"After  concluding  a  national 
search  for  this  position  we 
determined  that  the  exemplary 
skills  and  needed  momentum 
were  to  be  found  right  here  at 
home  through  the  expertise  of 
Dr.  Fell,”  Schwab  said.  “In  the 


2004  fiscal  year,  she  successfully 
led  Centenary’s  development 
efforts,  raising  record  support 
for  the  annual  fund  and  schol¬ 
arships.” 

Schwab  also  pointed  to  Fell’s 
lead  in  organizing  the  current 
Campaign  for  Scholarships  and 
to  successful  first-quarter 
efforts  in  the  current  fiscal  year. 

“We  have  a  strong  program 
in  place,  we  want  to  keep  the 
momentum  going  and  we  look 
forward  to  continued  progress 
under  Dr.  Fell’s  leadership.  She 
has  17  years  of  experience  at 
Centenary-both  in  the  class¬ 
room  and  on  the  administrative 
side-and  that  makes  her 
uniquely  qualified  to  present 
the  college’s  needs  to  its  many 
constituents.”  Fell  will  be 
responsible  for  the  college’s 
fund-raising  activities. 
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Primetimers  offers  range  of  programs  for  2005 


Prirnetimers  is  a  program  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
designed  to  provide  an  educational  and 
mission  service  experience  for  older 
adults  (50+ years). 

Last  year,  over  180  people  participated 
in  Primetimer  events.  Four  such  events 
are  being  offered  in  2005.  The  events 
offer  diverse  themes  in  a  variety  of  loca¬ 
tions. 

Because  of  limited  space  in  each  pro¬ 
gram,  participants  should  register  early 
for  events.  There  is  a  new  Primetimers 
Registration  form  for  2005  which  is  avail¬ 
able  on  the  Primetimers  website. 

Please  feel  free  to  contact  the 
Primetimers  office  tollfree  at  (877)  882- 
4724  or  primetimers@gbgm-umc.org 
with  any  questions. 

The  2005  events  are  as  follows: 

MISSISSIPPI 

“Oasis  in  the  South:  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  “ 

February'  1  -  5, 2005 

Gulfside  United  Methodist  Assembly 

Waveland,  Mississippi  (near  New 
Orleans) 

Registration  Deadline:  Dec.  15, 2004 

http:  /  /gbgm-umc.org/ vim/  prime- 
timers/  gulfside05.htm 

BRAZIL 

“Putting  Children  First:  Brazilian 


Methodists  in  Action" 

April  10  -  20,  2005 
Methodist  Church  of  Brazil 
Sao  Paulo,  Belo  Horizonte,  Rio  de 
Janeiro 

Registration  Deadline:  February  1, 
2005 

http://gbgm-umc.org/vim/prime- 
timers  /  brazil05  .htm 

OREGON 

“Exploring  Your  Faith  with  Lewis  & 
Clark” 

May  22 -27,  2005 
Alton  Collins  UM  Retreat  Center 
Eagle  Creek,  Oregon  (near  Portland) 
Registration  Deadline:  April  5,  2005 
http://gbgm-umc.org/vim/prime- 
timers  /  lewisandclark_05  .htm 

LOUISIANA 

“Life  on  the  Bayou  Teche:  History, 
Culture,  &  UMCOR  Sager  Brown” 
October  23  -  29,  2005 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown-  Baldwin, 
Louisiana 

Registration  Deadline:  September  10, 
2005 

http://gbgm-umc.org/vim/prime- 
timers  /  b  ayouteche_05 .  htm 
For  more  information: 

Website:  www.primetimers.info 
primetimers@gbgm-umc.org 
Tollfree:  (877)  882-4724 


Deaconesses  convene 

BY  BENNIE  SHALLBETTER 

Members  of  the  American  Association 
of  Deaconess’s  and  Missionaries  and 
Diakonia  of  the  America’s  and  Caribbean 
recently  met  for  four  days  at  Gulfside 
Methodist  Assembly.  The  retreat  was  an 
opportunity  for  many  to  reconnect  with 
one  another  and  recommit  to  the  min¬ 
istry  that  each  follows  in  daily  life. 

The  diaconate  originated  in  Europe 
and  was  introduced  to  America  through 
the  Lutheran  Church.  It  later  spread  to 
other  churches. 

In  the  1890’s  the  office  of  Deaconess 
was  first  recognized,  when  ordinary  peo¬ 
ple  saw  the  need  to  address  societal 
issues  and  needs  brought  about  by  the 
industrial  revolution. 

The  women  say  they  are  called  to  the 
service,  but  do  not  feel  the  calling  to 
enter  an  ordained  ministry.  The  position 
of  Deaconess  allows  them  another 


at  Gulfside  Assembly 

choice  for  service.  They  work  directly 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  church  in 
any  number  of  helping  professions. 

Many  people  may  perform  the  same 
or  similar  service  to  the  community,  but 
the  position  of  Deaconess  is  a  formal 
recognition  of  those  efforts. 

About  130  women  gathered  at  the 
retreat,  coming  from  all  across  the 
United  States  to  come  together  to  realize 
the  good  work  that  is  in  progress  and  to 
talk  about  the  work  that  still  needs  to  be 
done.  The  membership  ranged  from  the 
newly  commissioned  to  women  with  50 
or  more  years  of  service.  Events  included 
prayer  groups,  workshops  and  story 
telling.  The  women  have  a  formal  gather¬ 
ing  every  two  years. 

Marion  Martin,  the  director  of 
Gulfside  Assembly,  has  served  in  the 
position  of  Deaconess  for  close  to  30 
years. 


Join  us  for  the 

Habitat  for  Humanity 
of  Greater  Baton  Rouge 
Dedication  Service 

Including  two  houses  built  by  United  Methodist 

churches 

December  5, 2004, 3  p.m. 

Crosscreek  Ave. 

For  more  information,  call  (225)  927-6651 


Members  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  gather  for  a  group  photograph 
during  their  Oct.  30-Nov.  5  meeting  at  Epworth  by  the  Sea.  A  umns  photo. 


Bishops:  Where  is  God  calling  us  to  focus  leadership? 


ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  (UMNS)  — 
The  bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  focus  on  disciple-making 
and  world  transformation  as  top  priori¬ 
ties  in  the  next  four  years,  proclaiming 
“no  greater  calling”  than  to  make  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ. 

“There  is  no  greater  calling  for  this 
council  than  to  lead  this  church  into 
being  one  with  Christ,  one  with  each 
other  and  one  in  ministry  to  all  the 
world,”  said  Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie  of 
Houston  during  a  sermon  Nov.  3. 

That  statement  seemed  to  resonate 
with  the  bishops  during  their  Oct.  30- 
Nov.  5  meeting  as  they  struggled  with  the 
question:  Where  is  God  calling  us  to 
focus  our  leadership? 

During  small  and  large  group  discus¬ 
sions,  the  issues  of  discipleship  and 
engagement  with  the  world  emerged  as 
top  priorities  for  the  2005-08  quadrenni- 
um. 

One  hundred  thirty  active  and  retired 
bishops  met  at  Epworth  by  the  Sea,  a 
church-owned  retreat  center,  for  the  first 
time  since  the  elections  of  22  new  bish¬ 
ops  last  summer.  The  bishops  are  the  top 
clergy  leaders  of  the  1 1  million-member 
United  Methodist  Church. 

At  the  end  of  the  gathering,  they 
affirmed  a  strategy  document  listing 
steps  they  will  take  to  assume  a  larger 
leadership  role  across  the  church. 

“We  are  making  it  clear  that  bishops 
are  in  alignment  with  the  mission  of  the 
church,”  said  Huie,  council  president¬ 
elect. 

After  the  final  discussion  of  the  strate¬ 


gy,  retired  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  stepped  to  the  micro¬ 
phone  and  declared,  “I  am  as  tickled  as  a 
pig  with  two  tails.” 

Each  active  bishop  will  prepare  a  plan 
for  disciple  making  in  annual  (regional) 
conferences.  These  plans  will  be  shared 
during  the  council’s  May  1-6  meeting  in 
Washington.  The  summaries  will  include 
methods  for  measuring  results  and  sug¬ 
gestions  on  how  active  and  retired  bish¬ 
ops  can  be  supportive  and  accountable 
to  one  another. 

During  the  meeting,  daily  worship 
services  focused  on  mission,  unity  and 
the  role  of  bishops  as  leaders  of  the 
church. 

In  other  action,  the  council: 

Named  Bishop  John  Hopkins,  Ohio 
East  Area,  chair  of  the  Connectional 
Table.  The  2004  General  Conference 
voted  to  create  the  Connectional  Table  to 
replace  another  agency,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries.  The  Connectional 
Table  will  oversee  coordination  of  mis¬ 
sion,  ministries  and  resources  across  the 
denomination. 

Heard  a  report  from  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
that  almost  70  percent  of  the  United 
Methodist  churches  are  paying  100  per¬ 
cent  of  their  apportionments,  while  3 
percent  are  not  paying  at  all. 

Heard  a  report  from  Bishop  Timothy 
Whittaker,  Florida,  on  “In  Search  of 
Security,”  a  project  calling  for  the  church 
“to  have  a  public  witness  in  the  world.” 

Signed  a  statement  congratulating 
President  George  Bush  on  his  re-election. 


New  phone  plan  could  offer  savings  to  churches 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  A  new 
plan  negotiated  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  with  AT&T  provides 
an  opportunity  for  churches,  organiza¬ 
tions  and  agencies  to  save  on  long  dis¬ 
tance  and  local  telephone  service. 

Mike  Cunningham,  director  of  infor¬ 
mation  technology  at  the  Publishing 
House,  says  the  plan  "is  a  good  deal  for 
the  church." 


The  Publishing  House  has  had  an 
agreement  with  phone  providers  for 
about  10  years,  Cunningham  said.  This 
new  plan  with  AT&T  will  save  money  for 
local  churches  that  have  bills  as  low  as 
$15  or  $20  a  month,  but  it  will  especially 
help  customers  who  have  $200  or  more 
a  month  in  telephone  charges. 

See  Phone  plan,  page  7 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  celebrated  its  47th 
anniversary. "Our  mission,  ministries,  and  proclamations  of  God's  Word  provide 
the  much  needed  light  that  has  led  many  to  the  reality  of  Christ  as  Lord,  Savior 
and  Friend,"  Rev.  Hadley  Edwards  said  in  his  sermon. 

Bethany  UMC  celebrates  47th  anniversary 


BY  DR.  DORIS  LEBLANC 

The  hearts,  the  minds,  and  the 
doors  were  truly  opened  at  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  24,  2004,  as  the  church’s  47th 
anniversary  was  celebrated.  The  sanc¬ 
tuary  was  filled  as  worshipers  from  all 
over  came  together  in  a  joyful  cele¬ 
bration  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  His 
past,  present  and  future  blessings. 

The  melodious  sounds  of  our 
anniversary  hymn  -‘‘Brighdy  Beams 
Our  Father’s  Mercy”—  rang  out  across 
the  congregation  as  we  were  led  in 
song  by  the  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  Mass  Choir. 

The  theme  for  this  year’s  anniver¬ 
sary  was  “Bethany  Glowing  for  The 
Future”.  One  could  say  that  the 
Church  was  truly  glowing  as  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  alike  were  dressed  in 
the  primary  anniversary  color  of 
orange. 

Our  preacher/  speaker  for  the  day 
was  our  own  beloved  pastor  Rev. 
Hadley  R.  Edwards.  His  message  was 
that  God  is  truly  moving  in  Bethany 


United  Methodist  Church.  “Our  mis¬ 
sion,  ministries,  and  proclamations  of 
God’s  Word  provide  the  much  needed 
light  that  has  led  many  to  the  reality 
of  Christ  as  Lord,  Savior  and  Friend.” 
For  it  is  to  us  that  He  gives  the  keep¬ 
ing  of  the  lights  along  the  shore.  Rev. 
Edwards  challenged  the  church  to  not 
only  be  a  recipient  of  the  light  of  God 
that  shines  to  brighten  our  souls,  but 
to  let  our  lights  continue  to  shine.  In 
doing  so,  we  as  a  church  send  forth  a 
glow  that  leads,  guides  and  provides 
direction  to  those  inside  and  outside 
the  church. 

Anniversary  Sunday  also  served  as 
the  kickoff  for  our  Lifestyle 
Stewardship  Capital  Campaign, 
which  will  lay  the  spiritual  and  finan¬ 
cial  foundations  for  the  building  of 
the  new  Bethany  by  the  Lake.  Dr. 
Anita  H.  Crump  serves  as  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  for  this  campaign,  insur¬ 
ing  that  the  light  from  God’s  Church 
at  Bethany  will  continue  to  shine. 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  is 
truly  “Glowing  for  the  Future.” 


The  Henning  Memorial  United  Methodist  Men  fed  56  members  of  the  girls  an 
boys'  basketball  squads.  Along  with  a  meal  of  eggs,  hashbrowns,  ham,  grits, 
and  biscuits,  the  group  was  treated  to  a  wonderful  message  by  Maurice 
Muescheke.  Mayor  Ron  LeLeux  dropped  in  on  the  excitement  to  help  out  and 
serve  hashbrowns  to  the  basketball  players.  Many  thanks  to  all  who  helped 
make  this  breakfast  possible. 


Jones  UMC  in  Welsh  celebrates  106th  anniversary 


Jones  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Welsh  had  a  joyous  celebration  of  their 
106th  church  anniversary  on  Oct.  9-10. 

The  grand  celebration,  with  choirs 
and  soloists,  featured  Rev.  Erica  Jenkins 
of  St.  Peter- Mallalieu  UMC  in  St. 
Martinville  as  preacher. 

Jenkins  delivered  the  message  “The 
Strength  of  Our  Faith  -  Great  Is  Thy 
Faithfulness.”  The  text  used  for  the  mes¬ 
sage  was  Hebrews  1 1:6  and  Hebrews 


12:1-13.  Two  other  ministers  assisting  in 
the  services  were  Rev.  Simon  Chigumira 
and  Rev.  Eunice  Chigumira. 

The  names  of  all  the  members  who 
have  passed  away  over  these  years  were 
listed  on  the  wall.  They  numbered 
between  140  and  150  people.  All  the 
glory  goes  to  God  for  His  faithfulness  to 
His  Church—  and  thankfulness  to  the 
faithfulness  of  God’s  people  from  Jones 
UMC  for  106  years  of  community. 


Parks  official  speaks  at  Camphor  Fellowship  Day 


Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  held  its  annual  Fellowship  Day 
Observance  on  Sunday,  Nov.  21. 

The  message  was  delivered  by  Myrtle 
K.  Perkins,  director  of  Community 


Resource  Development  for  BREC  Parks 
and  Recreation. 

The  theme  of  Perkins’  talk  was 
“Strengthening  Fellowship  through 
Community  Outreach.” 


Seminary  offers  opportunity  for  Inside'  look 

The  weekends  are  scheduled  for  Feb. 


’’Inside  Perkins”  offers  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  experience  the  worship,  spiritual, 
academic  and  social  aspects  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  Visit  classes,  meet 
the  faculty  and  current  students,  and 
experience  the  Perkins  community. 


18-19,  2005  and  March  10-11,  2005.  Cost 
for  the  weekend  is  $25,  which  includes 
lodging  and  meals. 

For  more  information,  call  (888)  THE¬ 
OLOGY  or  visit  www.smu.edu. 


Christian  Educators  Fellowship  invites  new  members 


The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship, 
founded  in  1968,  serves  to  nurture,  sup¬ 
port,  challenge  and  advocate  for  any  per¬ 
son  with  responsibility  for  fostering  dis- 
cipleship  through  Christian  education. 

The  fellowship  meets  every  two  years 
and  has  recendy  increased  its  member¬ 
ship  to  1,003  educators. 

Advent  resources  available 

A  complete  set  of  short  meditations 
for  the  four  Sundays  of  Advent  and 
Christmas  Eve  are  available  as  a  free 
download  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  worship-preaching-music 
website  at  http://www.gbod.org/ wor¬ 
ship  /  default.asp?act=reader&item_id=  12 


The  group’s  national  conference, 
attended  by  700  persons,  was  held  last 
month  in  New  Orleans. 

Those  wishing  to  join  the  La. 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship  should 
call  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper  at  (225)  346- 
1646  for  more  information.  Membership 
is  $20. 

from  Board  of  Discipleship 

601.  Meditations  consist  of  a  short  read¬ 
ing  from  one  of  the  day’s  lectionary  pas¬ 
sages,  a  prayer,  and  an  optional  related 
stanza  of  a  familiar  carol  of  the  season. 
Suitable  for  use  in  congregational  or 
family  worship,  meditations  may  be  used 
as  is  or  adapted  to  your  own  needs. 
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Grace  Community  UMC  hosts  Worship  Connection 


BY  JOHN  TURNER 

Worship  Connection,  a  nationally 
recognized  effort  to  re-energize 
Christian  worship  came  to  Grace 
Community  Nov.  4-6,  2004.  This  effort 
to  revitalize  all  types  of  worship  involves 
a  series  of  five  national  conferences 
drawing  people  from  diversified  reli¬ 
gious  and  personal  backgrounds.  Grace 
Community  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Shreveport  served  as  host  for  this 
unique  3-day  exploration  into  worship, 
which  drew  over  300  pastors  from  26 
states  and  four  denominations. 

Primary  keynote  speakers  for  this 
Worship  Connection  Conference  includ¬ 
ed: 

Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  Senior  Pastor  of 
Windsor  Village  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston,  the  largest  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  nation; 

Leonard  Sweet,  a  historian,  futurist, 
preacher  and  writer  who  communicates 
the  gospel  to  the  postmodern  world; 

Tom  Bandy,  an  author,  prophetic 
voice  and  currently  Vice-President  of 
Easum,  Bandy  &  Associates;  and 

Dottie  Escobedo-Frank,  Worship 
Pastor  for  Community  Church  of  Joy  and 
a  fantastic  storyteller. 

Additional  keynote  speakers  included 
Stacy  Hood,  Director  ofWorship 
Ministries  for  Grace  Community  and  a 
frequent  worship  speaker  and  consult¬ 
ant  for  congregations  seeking  to  move  to 
contemporary  worship;  Ken  Medema,  a 
well-known  Christian  musician,  com¬ 
poser  and  songwriter  with  tremendous 
talent,  able  to  create  an  impromptu 
song  based  on  a  story  just  heard;  and 
Rob  Weber,  founding  and  Senior  Pastor 
of  Grace  Community  who  is  involved 
throughout  the  world  as  a  teacher, 
author,  and  speaker.  The  gathering  also 
served  as  an  opportunity  to  introduce 
the  new  resource  Reconnecting  Worship, 
created  by  Rob  Weber  with  Stacy  Hood. 


The  resource  is  designed  to  help  church¬ 
es  regardless  of  age  or  style  deepen  and 
enhance  the  worship  experience,  or 
move  through  the  process  of  starting 
new  or  alternative  worship  experiences. 
This  resource  is  available  through 
Cokesbury.com. 

One  of  the  guiding  visions  of  Grace 
Community  UMC  is  to  be  a  church  in 
ministry  to  churches  and  pastors  during 
this  time  of  tremendous  change.  This 
first  effort  was  confirmation  that  the 
vision  is  God  inspired.  Those  attending 
were  spiritually  inspired,  often  moved  to 
deep  prayerful  thought  and  enthusiasti¬ 
cally  motivated  to  return  home  with 
renewed  vigor.  The  dynamic  worship 
they  experienced  connected  them  with 
God  and  with  each  other;  huddling  in 
prayer  long  after  a  service  ended  or  with 
heads  bowed  or  kneeling  at  the  foot  of 
the  cross  at  the  front  of  the  sanctuary, 
while  individuals  communicated  with 
God.  Ken  Medema,  who  has  led  confer¬ 
ences  all  over  the  world,  said  that  “...the 
energy,  the  Spirit,  flow  and  focus  of  the 
messages  made  this  the  best  conference 
he  had  ever  experienced.”  Watch  for 
more  conferences  to  be  held  at  Grace 
Community  in  the  future. 

Future  conferences  are  scheduled  for 
South  Carolina  focused  on  Black 
Methodist  Church  Renewal;  Kansas  City 
at  the  Church  of  the  Resurrection;  and  in 
New  York  City  at  Christ  Church. 
Interested  parties  are  welcomed  to 
attend  any  of  the  Worship  Connection 
Conferences  yet  to  be  held.  For  further 
information  or  to  register  for  a  confer¬ 
ence  you  may  go  to  www.worshipcon- 
nection.com  on  the  Internet  or  tele¬ 
phone  (800)  672-1789. 

Local  Contact:  John  Turner, 
Coordinator,  Communication  and 
Connection,  Grace  Community,  (318) 
865-2070,  ext.  23;  johnturner@bell- 
south.net. 


Board  of  Discipleship  to  sponsor  Church  Musicians  Retreat 


The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
(GBOD)  will  sponsor  a  Church 
Musicians  Retreat  Jan.  23-25, 2005,  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  Registrations  are  limit¬ 
ed  to  50.  Cost  is  $295,  which  includes 
all  event  fees,  three  nights  lodging,  and 
eight  meals  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett 
Center  directly  across  the  street  from 
GBOD. 

All  details  of  leadership,  program, 
worship,  housing,  travel,  registration, 
and  more  are  on  the  web  site  at 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/events/ 
musiciansretreat/default.html. 

Highlights  of  the  event  include: 

-Stellar  leadership  from  the  national 
agencies  and  Nashville  churches  to 
stimulate  your  thinking  and  learning 
in  plenary  sessions  and  discussion 

-  Worship  in  the  Upper  Room 
Chapel;  visit  the  Upper  Room  Museum 
and  Bookstore. 

-  Tour  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  including  lunch. 
Meet  the  music  staff  at  UMPH  and 
Abingdon  Press  and  visit  Nashville’s 


flagship  Cokesbury  Store. 

-  Visit  the  offices  of  The  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodists  in  Music  and 
Worship  Arts  and  administrator  David 
Bone. 

-  An  exciting  variety  of  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  worship  and  fellowship.  Time 
for  relaxation,  siesta,  meditation,  re¬ 
formation. 

-  Free  night  to  experience  Nashville: 
the  Grand  OF  Opry,  Music  Row,  the 
symphony  (Beethoven’s  Eroica 
Symphony  is  scheduled  that  night!),  a 
play  or  movie,  dinner  on  the  town, 
shopping,  read  a  book,  or  relax,  sing, 
snack,  and  share  fellowship  around  the 
dorms. 

-  Choral  reading  sessions  in  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  styles,  and  an  all-contemporary 
reading  session  of  congregational 
songs. 

For  mor  information,  contact 
Jeannie  Musterman,  Registrar  (at 
GBOD)  at  (877)  899-2780,  ext  7073  or 
e-mail  jmusterman@gbod.org  or  fax 
(615)  340-7015. 


Gretna  United  Methodist  Church  recently  celebrated  the  grand  opening  of  its  new 
17,000-square-foot  Family  Worship  Center. 


Gretna  UMC  celebrates  new  Family  Worship  Center 


Gretna  United  Methodist  Church  cel¬ 
ebrated  the  grand  opening  of  its  new 
Family  Worship  Center  Nov.  21  with 
services  at  9  and  1 1  a.m. 

The  center  has  17,000  square  feet 
under  roof,  and  took  15  months  to  build. 
The  previous  sanctuary  was  used  for  27 
years  at  the  site  on  1309  Whitney  Avenue. 

The  structure  includes  a  grand  pipe 
organ,  padded-pew  seating  for  450  that 
is  expandable  to  600  and  a  sound-proof 
cry  room  with  a  speaker  system  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  parents. 


A  progressive  audio  and  video  system 
is  a  major  feature  of  the  facility.  Nov.  19 
at  3  p.m.,  the  church  staff  and  laity  host¬ 
ed  a  live  remote  radio  broadcast  on 
WWL-radio,  870-AM.  Give-aways  of  a 
36-inch  television,  five  sets  of  Ole  Miss- 
LSU  tickets  and  other  food  and  gifts 
were  featured. 

Visitors  were  taken  on  walk-throughs 
of  the  new  center.  The  worship  center 
opened  to  the  congregation  Nov.  14  with 
the  largest  single  service  attendance  in 
the  church’s  history. 


2005  ETHNIC  YOUNG  ADULT 
SUMMER  INTERNSHIP  PROGRAM 
Washington  D.C. 

Call  for  Applications 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  (GBCS)  seeks  qualified  applicants  between  the 
ages  of  1 8  and  22  for  the  Ethnic  Young  Adult  (EYA)  Summer  2005  Internship  Program. 
This  eight-week  internship  begins  June  6  and  ends  August  1,2005.  Interns  receive 
roundtrip  airfare  and  accommodations  in  Washington,  D.C.  along  with  a  $1,500  stipend 
for  eight-weeks  service. 

Interns  gain  unique  education  and  professional  experience  in  public  policy.  Placements 
include  governmental  and  non-governmental  offices,  faith-based  advocacy  agencies, 
and  grassroots  organizations  located  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Eleven  United  Methodist  young  adults  are  selected,  representing  the  five  ethnic  caucus¬ 
es  ofThe  United  Methodist  Church. The  five  ethnic  caucuses  represent  Asian,  Black, 
Hispanic,  Native-American  and  Pacific-Islander  communities. 

Candidates  demonstrate  leadership  in  faith-based  social  justice  and  involvement  in 
their  local  church.  Interns  commit  to  live  in  community  and  to  return  to  local  churches, 
colleges  and  Conferences  to  interpret  the  ministry  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  internship  is  sponsored  by  the  Inter-Ethnic  Strategy  Development  Group  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Application  deadline  is  February  1 , 2005.  For  more  information  and  to  request  an  appli¬ 
cation,  contact  Neal  Christie  at  202-488-561 1  or  email  at  nchristie@umc-gbcs.org. 
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News  from  the  Districts... 


Worship  was  a  picnic  recently  at  Hope  Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. The  church  held  worship  and  a  picnic  at  Evangeline  Street  Park  to 
celebrate  the  culmination  of  Vacation  Bible  School,  Summer  Enrichment  and 
Born  to  Praise  Him  Youth  Explosion  ministries. 


Hope  Community  worship:  a  picnic  in  the  park 


“Praising  God:  A  Morning  to 
Remember”  was  the  theme  for  Hope 
Community’s  Worship  Service  and 
Picnic  in  the  Park.  The  spirit-filled 
event,  held  on  Sunday,  Aug.  29  at  the 
Evangeline  Street  Park,  was  a  culmi¬ 
nating  celebration  of  our  Vacation 
Bible  School,  Summer  Enrichment 
and  Born  to  Praise  Him  Youth 
Explosion  ministries. 

Approximately  150  arrived  in  cars, 
trucks,  wheelchairs,  motorized  chairs 
and  on  foot  to  brave  the  heat  and/ or 
rain.  Rev.  Laurence  Hall  of  the 
Wiley/  Green  Chapel  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Blanks /Lottie 
attended  with  members  of  his  con¬ 


gregation,  as  did  Rev.  Emmett 
Collins,  Jr.,  pastor  of  St.  James,  Briggs 
and  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  New  Iberia. 

Much  to  everyone’s  pleasure,  it 
turned  out  to  be  a  beautiful  day.  The 
morning  started  with  praise  and  wor¬ 
ship,  with  several  neighborhood  resi¬ 
dents  coming  out  to  join  in  the  fes¬ 
tivities. 

Dedicated  members  of  the  Body 
of  Christ  gave  inspirational  testi¬ 
monies.  Following  a  sermon  given 
by  Pastor  H.  Louis  Jones,  the  baptism 
of  two  candidates  was  performed. 
The  memorable  day  was  ended  with 
food,  music  and  games. 


Writer  offers  song  of 'Peace,  Salaam,  Shalom 


BY  DEAN  MCINTYRE 

It  was  the  last  night’s  Evening  Prayer 
and  Praise  gathering  at  my  church’s 
annual  retreat  at  Beersheba  Springs  in 
Tennessee.  We  had  lit  candles,  sung 
songs,  and  just  finished  praying  together. 
One  of  the  spoken  prayers  was  for  peace 
in  the  Middle  East,  for  the  safety  of  US 
troops  in  Iraq,  and  for  all  the  victims  of 
that  conflict  and  terrorism  around  the 
world. 

I  remembered  the  Taize  song,  “Give 
Peace,”  which  we  sometimes  sing  over 
and  over  in  both  English  and  Latin,  as  is 
the  Taize  custom.  And  I  remembered 
that,  while  the  tragedies  of  the  Middle 
East  are  also  economic  and  political, 
above  all  they  are  religious,  with  all  fac¬ 
tions  claiming  God  on  their  side.  Perhaps 
we  need  a  song  that  unites  those  factions 
in  prayer,  in  music,  and  in  language. 

I  took  three  of  the  common  but 


important  words  from  the  three  great 
Abrahamic  religioins,  Christianity,  Islam, 
and  Judaism  —  universally  understood 
words  of  peace,  greeting,  and  blessing, 
and  worked  them  into  a  short,  simple, 
Taize-like  refrain.  I  scribbled  the  three 
words,  “Peace,  Salaam,  Shalom,”  and  a 
few  musical  notes  onto  a  scrap  of  wor¬ 
ship  bulletin,  refined  it  a  bit  the  next 
morning,  and  we  sang  it  as  the  closing 
song  for  our  church  retreat.  As  adults, 
youth,  and  children  sang  together,  we 
hugged,  shook  hands,  and  exchanged 
wishes  of  peace,  greeting,  and  blessing. 

“Peace,  Salaam,  Shalom"  is  available 
as  a  free  download  on  The  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  worship-preaching- 
music  website  at  http://www.gbod.org/ 
worship/default.asp?act=reader&item_id 
=12959&loc_id=  17,823.  It  includes  per¬ 
mission  for  use  in  worship  or  copying 
into  a  bulletin. 


United  Methodists  rank  third  in  Congress 


The  number  of  United  Methodists 
serving  in  the  109th  Congress  will  remain 
at  61,  unchanged  from  the  108th 
Congress. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  also 
remained  in  third  place  among  all  reli¬ 
gious  groups  represented  in  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives. 

The  lawmakers  will  be  working  with 
an  administration  in  which  the  presi¬ 
dent,  George  Bush,  and  vice  president, 
Dick  Cheney,  are  United  Methodist. 

Among  the  Louisiana  delegation, 
Congressmen  Richard  Baker  and  Jim 
McCrery,  both  Republicans,  are  United 
Methodists. 

There  are  13  United  Methodists  in  the 
Senate  and  48  in  the  House.  Republicans 
outnumber  Democrats  38  to  23,  again  a 
repeat  from  the  last  election,  even 
though  the  three  newly  elected  United 
Methodist  House  members  are 
Democrats.  One  longtime  House  mem¬ 
ber,  Sam  Hall  of  Texas,  switched  his  party 
affiliation  from  Democrat  to  Republican 
before  the  2004  election. 

A  pastor  will  join  the  United 
Methodist  congressional  contingent  in 
the  new  Congress.  Emanuel  Cleaver  II,  a 
Democrat,  won  a  seat  in  Missouri’s  5th 
Congressional  District,  centered  in 
Kansas  City.  Also  elected  in  Missouri  was 
Democrat  Russ  Carnahan,  son  of  the  late 
Gov.  Mel  Carnahan  and  former  U.S.  Sen. 
Jean  Carnahan.  Carnahan  won  the  seat 
formerly  held  by  Dick  Gephardt.  The 
third  United  Methodist  among  the 
House  freshmen  is  Dan  Boren,  a 
Democrat  from  Oklahoma  and  son  of  a 


former  U.S.  senator. 

In  the  Senate,  United  Methodist 
Republicans  replaced  United  Methodist 
Democrats  in  Georgia,  where  Johnny 
Isakson  succeeded  retiring  Sen.  Zell 
Miller,  and  in  North  Carolina,  where 
Richard  Burr  succeeded  John  Edwards, 
who  ran  unsuccessfully  for  the  vice  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  United  States.  Both  Burr 
and  Isakson  had  served  in  the  House 
before  winning  their  Senate  seats. 

Texas  contributed  the  largest  number 
of  congressional  United  Methodists,  10, 
followed  by  five  in  Ohio,  four  from 
Florida  and  three  from  Nebraska.  Thirty 
states  elected  at  least  one  United 
Methodist  to  Congress  in  this  election 
cycle,  compared  to  29  states  last  time. 

Thirty-four  United  Methodists  repre¬ 
sent  states  in  the  South  or  Border  South, 
while  15  hail  from  the  Midwest,  eight 
from  the  Far  West  and  Pacific  Coast,  and 
four  from  the  Northeast. 

In  terms  of  strength  within  state  dele¬ 
gations,  United  Methodists  are  strongest 
in  Nebraska,  where  three  of  five  mem¬ 
bers  belong  to  the  denomination,  and  in 
New  Mexico,  where  two  of  five  members 
are  United  Methodists.  A  third  of  the 
members  from  Arkansas,  Kansas  and 
Wyoming  are  United  Methodists.  Nearly 
a  third  —  30  percent  —  of  the  Texans  in 
Congress  are  United  Methodists. 

United  Methodists  are  in  third  place 
in  Congressional  membership,  following 
Roman  Catholics  in  first  place  and 
Baptists  in  second.  Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians  and  Jews  are  in  fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth  places  in  the  rankings. 


Social  action  internships  available  through  church 


WASHINGTON  (UMNS)  -  Young 
adults  are  encouraged  to  apply  for  a 
summer  internship  program  with  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

Applicants  for  the  Ethnic  Young  Adult 
Summer  2005  Internship  Program  must 
be  between  the  ages  of  18  and  22  and  be 
of  Asian,  African  American,  Hispanic, 
Native  American  or  Pacific  Islander  her¬ 
itage,  reflecting  the  denomination’s  five 
ethnic  caucuses. 

The  1 1  young  adults  selected  will 
have  the  opportunity  to  gain  experience 
in  public  policy  and  be  placed  in  gov¬ 
ernmental  and  nongovernmental 
offices,  faith-based  advocacy  agencies 
and  grass-roots  organizations  in 


Washington. 

Candidates  must  be  active  in  their 
local  churches  and  show  leadership  in 
faith-based  social  justice  issues.  They 
also  must  be  willing  to  interpret  —  or  tell 
about  —  the  ministry  of  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  after  the  internship. 
The  denomination’s  Inter- Ethnic 
Strategy  Development  Group  sponsors 
the  program. 

The  eight-week  internship,  from  June 
6  to  Aug.  1,  offers  a  $1,500  stipend. 
Round-trip  airfare  and  accommodations 
in  Washington  are  included.  Feb.  1  is  the 
application  deadline.  For  applications, 
call  Neal  Christie  at  (202)  488-5611  or 
send  an  e-mail  to  nchristie@umc- 
gbcs.org. 


Phone  plan  /  from  page  4 


Currently,  the  plan  has  300  partici¬ 
pants.  Most  of  the  United  Methodist 
general  agencies  are  in  the  plan,  as  well 
as  some  conference  and  district  offices 
and  local  churches. 

"I  would  really  like  to  see  all  the  con¬ 
ference  and  district  offices  become  part 
of  this  plan,"  he  said.  "The  more  people 
we  have  in  the  plan  will  mean  we  can 
drive  down  prices  even  further  the  next 
time  we  negotiate." 

The  plan: 

‘Reduces  long-distance  telephone 
rates. 

‘Offers  teleconference  and  Web¬ 
meeting  services  at  reduced  rates. 

‘Manages  T-l  circuits  for  connecting 


to  the  Internet. 

‘Offers  savings  of  up  to  30  percent  on 
AT&T  local  service. 

Eliminates  recurring  charges 
for  toll-free  numbers. 

Eliminates  all  monthly  recur¬ 
ring  charges. 

Reduced  long-distance  telephone 
rates  range  from  2.7  to  4  cents  per 
minute,  depending  on  the  type  of  serv¬ 
ice  used. 

In-state  rates  vary  by  state. 

For  more  information,  call  (866)  546- 
7784  or  e-mail  your  organization  name, 
contact  name,  contact  telephone  num¬ 
ber  and  address  to  umlongdistance- 
plan@cokesbury.com. 
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W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

The  band  from  Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  enter¬ 
tains  participants  at  the  Youth  Component  of  the  2004  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 
in  New  Orleans,  top.  Painted  performers  from  Neely  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  mug 
for  the  camera,  middle.  Rev.  James  Haynes,  above,  senior  pastor  at  Cornerstone 
UMC,  conducts  a  workshop  on  church  growth  at  Dillard  University.  More  than 
200  youth  and  100  adults  attended  the  convocation. 


Two  displaced  women  in  North  Darfur  wait  for  food.  The  United  Nations  estimates  1 .6 
million  have  been  pushed  from  their  homes  in  Sudan,  a  umns  photo. 


UMCOR  relief  work 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS) -The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  current¬ 
ly  serving 

Sudanese  refugees  in  Chad,  is  prepar¬ 
ing  to  provide  more  direct  services  to  die 
Sudan. 

UMCOR  will  extend  its  efforts  with 
displaced  people  inside  the  violence- 
torn  Darfur  secdon  of  Sudan  by  mid- 
December. 

An  investigative  team,  which  spent 
three  weeks  in  the  area  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  relief  agency,  found  continuing 
need  for  basic  relief  efforts,  for  steps  to 
ward  off  famine  and  for  preparation  to 
help  people  return  to  their  homes. 
UMCOR  has  become  a  registered 
provider  of  direct  services  inside  the 
country. 

The  United  Nations  estimates  that 
70,000  people  have  been  killed  and  1.6 
million  pushed  from  their  homes  by  a 
months-old  rampage  supported  by  the 
government  of  Sudan.  International 
efforts  to  bring  a  halt  to  the  violence 
have  been  unsuccessful. 

Jen  Poitras,  UMCOR  assessment  team 
member,  described  the  killing  and  plun¬ 
der  primarily  as  a  land-grab  by  "pastoral 
people,”  most  of  whom  are  Arabs, 
directed  against  “agricultural”  or  settled 
people,  most  of  whom  are  African.  The 
government  has  backed  the  Arab  militia, 
known  as  the  Janjaweed.  Virtually  all  of 
the  people  in  Darfur  are  Muslim. 

Poitras  explained  that  Darfur,  which 
is  about  the  size  of  Texas,  has  three 
regions:  north,  south  and  west.  Most  of 
the  attacks  on  the  settled  villages  have 
been  in  the  west,  and  survivors  have  fled 
into  Chad  and  the  southern  region. 
UMCOR  will  initially  concentrate  on  the 
south,  with  a  priority  on  distributing 
essential  emergency  supplies  such  as 
buckets,  plastic  sheeting,  cooking  uten¬ 
sils  and  soap. 

"I  am  pleased  that  we  were  able  to 
send  our  own  investigative  team  into 
Darfur  to  get  a  firsthand  view  of  the  situ¬ 
ation,”  said  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  which  includes 
UMCOR. 

The  United  Methodist  General 


in  Sudan  continues 

Conference,  the  legislative  body  of  the 
1 1  million-member  denomination, 
instructed  the  mission  agency  last  May 
to  monitor  and  report  on  conditions  in 
Darfur,  as  well  as  to  provide  humanitari¬ 
an  assistance,  Day  noted. 

The  work  by  UMCOR’s  investigative 
team  is  one  of  the  few  independent 
inspections  being  allowed  by  Sudan’s 
government.  Day  thanked  staff  and 
friends  of  UMCOR  in  relief  and  diplo¬ 
matic  arenas  for  helping  make  the  team 
possible. 

Most  of  the  refugees  in  South' Darfur 
have  little  food  or  shelter  and  no  way  to 
cook  but  seem  more  afraid  of  attack, 
Poitras  said. 

Along  with  political  violence,  Darfur 
is  facing  the  likelihood  of  famine  in  the 
near  future,  she  said.  The  agricultural 
system  has  broken  down,  she  said.  Seed, 
poultry,  farm  animals  and  equipment 
have  been  lost. 

The  southern  part  of  the  area,  where 
UMCOR  will  operate,  is  seen  as  a  good 
staging  location  for  the  eventual  reinte¬ 
gration  of  the  people  of  Darfur. 

UMCOR  will  initially  make  a  modest, 
undisclosed  investment  in  the  Darfur 
operation.  It  will  solicit  additional  funds 
from  United  Methodists  and  from  gov¬ 
ernmental  and  international  donors. 

“We  must  become  even  more  active 
in  providing  assistance  and  in  advocat¬ 
ing  for  international  action  to  stop  the 
violence,”  Day  said.  “We  must  continue 
and  increase  both  humanitarian  and 
diplomatic  efforts.” 

He  urged  "the  United  Nations,  the 
African  Union,  the  European  Union  and 
the  United  States  to  intensify  efforts 
aimed  at  persuading  Khartoum  to  end 
the  violence  and  prepare  for  the  return 
of  the  refugees.” 

UMCOR  is  partnering  with  an  inter¬ 
national  ecumenical  alliance  in  Chad 
refugee  camps,  where  130,000  Sudanese 
have  fled  from  their  burned  and  looted 
villages.  Continuing  support  by  donors 
will  assist  the  new  efforts  inside  Darfur. 
Donors  may  send  their  gifts  to  by  way  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  desig¬ 
nating  the  gift  for  Advance  #184385, 
Sudan  Emergency. 


African-American  pastors 
conference  set  for  Atlanta 

The  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
is  sponsoring  their  bi-annual 
Convocation  for  Pastors  of  African 
American  Churches  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  on 
January  4-7, 2005.  Dr.  Vance  Ross, 
associate  general  secretary,  is  the 
coordinator. 

Bishop  William  Hutchinson  is 
offering  partial  scholarships  on  a  first 
come,  first  serve  basis.  The  quantity  of 
scholarships  available  is  extremely 
limited.  To  request  a  scholarship, 
please  write  a  letter  and  fax,  (225) 
664-7955,  or  email: 
robumc@yahoo.com  to  Alonzo 
Campbell,  La.  Conference  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  on  or  prior  to 
Tuesday,  Dec.  14. 

Phone  request  will  not  be  accepted 
without  a  written  confirmation.  No 
scholarships  will  be  available  after 
Tuesday,  Dec.  14,  2004  from  the  La. 
Conference  Office  of  Special 
Ministries. 


Habitat  blessings  /8 


IRS  adjusts  mileage  rate 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has 
announced  the  new  rate  for  business 
mileage  is  40.5  cents  per  mile  as  of 
Jan.  1,  2005. 


Visit  the  La.  Conference 
on  the  Web  at 

www.la-umc.org 
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Ministering  to  a  Culture 


Broadmoor  UMC  day  camp 
a  big  hit  among  Vietnamese 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 
EDITOR 

As  Christmas  season  approaches,  joyful 
anticipation  brews  among  the  children  in  a  pre¬ 
dominantly  Vietnamese  section  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  children  know  that  an  enthusiastic  group 
of  Vietnamese  interns  will  return  to  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  to  conduct  a  two- 
week  holiday  day  camp  starting  at  the  end  of 
December. 

Tuyet  Tran,  Betty  Nguyen,  Jenny  Tran,  Mai 
and  Le  Truong  will  lead  this  year’s  camp,  travel¬ 
ing  from  as  far  away  as  California,  Michigan  and 
Pennsylvania.  The  program  is  part  of  a  collabo¬ 
rative  effort  between  Broadmoor  UMC,  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

About  30-40  children  of  Vietnamese  descent, 
ages  5-13,  will  hear  Bible  stories,  take  field  trips, 
make  crafts,  cook  and  have  a  memorable  time 

See  Vietnamese,  page  4 

Intern  Truong  Le  goes  low  during  a  limbo  competi¬ 
tion  at  a  day  camp  for  children  of  Vietnamese 
descent  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  top. The  program  is  conducted  in 
conjunction  with  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  La.  Conference. The  2004 
interns,  middle,  are  Betty  Tran  Nguyen,  Khuong  Le, 
Kim  Thuy  Le, Truong  Le,Thien  Nhut  Dinh,  Mai 
Luong,  Ly  Nhat  Duong.  Campers  participated  in 
many  creative  activities,  like  arts  and  crafts,  left. 


2 


Louisiana  Conferenc zNGW! 


December  10,2004 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 


The  Prophet  of  Front  Street 


Have  you  ever  encountered  a 
prophet?  I  mean  a  living  prophet,  with 
skin  and  hair  and  all  that  sort  of  stuff! 

I  have  more  than  once.  But  Kay  and  I 
met  one  of  the  most  interesting  and 
one  of  the  most  prophetic  this  past 
weekend. 

We  were  in  Natchitoches  to  cele¬ 
brate  and  enjoy  the  Christmas  Festival. 
On  Saturday  morning  we  made  our 
way  downtown  and  were  just  begin¬ 
ning  our  walk  along  Front  Street  when 
an  attractive  woman,  dressed  in  a 
semi-African  caftan,  stepped  up  to  us 
and  asked,  “How  far  did  you  come  in 
order  to  attend  the  Festival?”  We  told 
her  we  were  from  Baton  Rouge  and 
that  opened  the  door  to  more  conver¬ 
sation.  In  the  first  few  sentences  she 
identified  herself  as  a  prophet,  a  priest, 
a  saint,  a  missionary  -  and  Jesus!  I 
found  that  intriguing.  I  don’t  think  I’ve 
ever  met  anyone  who  possessed  all 
those  qualities  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  From  there  the  conversation 
intensified. 

She  soon  was  into  sharing  her  life 
history.  She  related  that  she  was  from 
an  old  and  aristocratic  Cane  River 
family.  She  was  the  belle  of  the  parish 
when  she  was  young  and  could  have 
had  any  suitor  she  wanted  (move  over 
Scarlet!).  However  she  chose  a  man 
who  was  to  jilt  her  later  in  life,  taking 
her  children  from  her  as  he  left. 
Following  that  tragic  incident  she  was 
done  an  injustice  by  the  court  system 
as  well,  leaving  her  penniless  and 
alone.  “But”,  she  assured  us,  “all  is  well 
because  I’ve  given  it  all  up  in  order  to 
serve  God.” 

Following  a  few  more  lessons  in  his¬ 
tory  -  (I’m  sorry  I’m  not  a 
Natchitoches  area  expert  so  I  could 
identify  all  the  names  she  uttered  with 
either  disdain  or  total  affection)  -  she 
began  to  work  her  prophetess  ques¬ 
tions  into  the  conversation.  And 
before  we  knew  it,  she  had  laid  on  us 
the  ultimate  of  questions.  She  asked, 
with  total  authority  I  might  add,  “If 
you  died  tonight  and  you  were  stand¬ 
ing  before  Jesus  and  he  asked  you 
what  you  must  do  in  order  to  enter 
into  heaven,  what  would  you  tell  him?” 
Then,  almost  as  quickly  as  she  had 
moved  to  this  intimate  subject  she 
said,  “You  have  fifteen  (15)  seconds  to 
answer.”  And  right  there  on  Front 
Street,  downtown  Natchitoches,  with 
thousands  of  people  milling  around 
while  waiting  for  the  parade  to  begin, 
she  began  to  count  off  the  seconds. 
“One,  two,  three”,  and  I  threw  out  an 
answer.  “Wrong”,  she  said.  “Four,  five, 
six,"  and  Kay  tried  her  hand  at  the  cor¬ 
rect  answer.  “That’s  not  right,"  she 
said.  And  she  picked  up  the  counting 
again.  We  were  throwing  out  answers 
as  fast  as  we  could  think  as  if  our  very 
lives  depended  on  what  we  said  at  that 
moment!  I  wonder  what  those  passing 
us  on  the  street  were  thinking? 

We  never  said  a  correct  answer 
according  to  her.  And  when  she  said, 
“thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,”  which 
seemed  like  an  eternity  (!),  she  said  in 
a  loud  voice,  “You  don't  know!  You 


can’t  answer!  You’re 
dead.” 

Then  she  offered 
help.  “The  answer 
is  John  3:3.  I’m  not 
going  to  tell  you 
what  it  is.  You  will 
have  to  look  it  up." 
And  with  that  this 
Front  Street 
Inquisitor  finished 
the  interrogation. 

We  tried  to  excuse  ourselves  grace¬ 
fully.  How  do  you  excuse  yourself  from 
a  prophet?  I’m  here  to  tell  you  it  isn’t 
easy!  Especially  when  the  prophet 
says  what  this  one  did.  “Don’t  try  and 
walk  away  from  me,”  she  said.  Again 
authority  oozed  from  her  very  words. 
And  we  obeyed!  After  a  few  more 
moments  of  testimony,  she  said,  “Now 
I’m  going  to  give  you  my  address  so 
you  can  correspond  with  me  in  the 
event  you  want  further  help  and 
instruction.”  And  she  took  out  a  sheet 
of  notebook  paper,  and  wrote  her 
name  and  address  on  it  and  gave  it  to 
me. 

Almost  as  suddenly  as  she  had 
stopped  us,  she  dismissed  us  and  we 
walked  away  as  I  tucked  her  scrawled 
name  and  address  in  my  pocket. 

What  an  encounter!  I’m  sure  she 
was  a  litde  short  on  having  a  full  box  of 
crayons.  And  her  theology  was  a  little 
fuzzy  at  points.  But  she  was  bold  in 
her  faith  and  strong  in  her  convictions. 
And  even  though  most  would  have 
passed  her  up  and  said,  “Who  is  that 
kook,”  (and  that’s  just  what  I  would 
have  done  if  she  hadn’t  boldly 
approached  me),  I’m  glad  I  was 
stopped  and  challenged.  In  a  way  it 
was  like  meeting  God  or  Jesus  (after 
all,  that’s  one  of  the  personages  she 
claimed  to  be)  on  the  street  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  little  check  up  on  where  I  stand 
with  either  or  both.  It  was  a  good 
reminder  that  God  can  come  out  of 
nowhere  and  challenge  our  under¬ 
standings  and  our  commitments.  God 
can  even  come  on  a  winter's  night  in  a 
stable  in  Bethlehem  in  the  form  of  a 
poor  baby  whose  only  audience  for  his 
first  cries  was  his  mother,  father,  and  a 
few  barnyard  animals.  And  yet,  this 
child  of  the  manger  was  truly  “the  king 
of  the  universe.”  How  like  our  God! 

In  the  next  few  days  I  challenge 
each  of  you  to  look  for  the  unexpected 
appearances  of  Jesus.  You  never  know 
where  he  might  be  waiting  to  surprise 
you  if  only  you  open  your  heart  and 
spirit  to  his  presence.  If  he  can  meet 
us  on  Front  Street  in  downtown 
Natchitoches,  Louisiana,  he  can  be 
anywhere!  Praise  God  for  the 
omnipresence  of  the  Christ  Child  and 
for  those  who  love  him  enough  to  risk 
their  total  life  to  witness  to  his  glory. 

A  blessed  Christmas  to  you  all, 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


The  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  recently  elected  four  new 
officers  and  attended  a  leadership  training  event  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 


BY  EDNA  B.  HICKMAN 
LA  CONFERENCE  UMW 

Four  newly  elected  officers  of  the 
La.  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women  joined  over  355  other  newly 
elected  officers  from  throughout  the 
United  States  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
the  weekend  of  Nov.  19  -  21  to  attend 
a  Leadership  Training  Event. 

Representing  Louisiana  were: 

Edna  Hickman,  vice  president-elect, 
from  Baton  Rouge;  Jane  Eubanks, 
treasurer- elect,  North  Shore;  Beverly 
Cox,  Spiritual  Growth  Coordinator- 
elect,  North  Shore;  and  Kathleen 
Thom,  Committee  on  Nomination 
member-elect,  Alexandria.  Also  rep¬ 
resenting  Louisiana  was  Kathleen 
Conrad  from  Lafayette,  outgoing  vice 
president  and  now  a  director  with  the 
Women’s  Division. 

This  event  was  sponsored  by  the 
Women’s  Division,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  These  officers 
received  training  in  their  respective 
areas  and  attended  several  plenary 
sessions  which  included  inspirational 
singing,  speakers,  videos  about  the 


history  of  the  organization  and  a 
variety  of  other  events.  President  of 
the  Women’s  Division  Kyung  Za  Yim 
welcomed  the  group  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon.  Following  the  welcome,  the 
first  plenary  session  was  “We  Receive 
to  Give”.  Other  plenaries  included 
“Mission:  Responding  to  God’s 
Grace”,  “United  Methodist  Women  in 
Mission”,  and  Anti  Racism:  Because 
We  Believe."  Some  of  the  outstand¬ 
ing  women  of  God  who  spoke  to  the 
officers  included:  Andris  Salter, 
Assistant  General  Secretary  in 
Administration;  Cheryl  Trent, 
Assistant  General  Secretary  for  the 
Section  of  Membership  and 
Organization;  and  Jan  Love,  Deputy 
General  Secretary.  Love’s  sermon  was 
entitled  “Being  Free  and  Blessed.” 

“We  are  free  and  blessed  and 
thanks  be  to  God  for  our  freedom  in 
Jesus”,  she  said.  As  we  celebrate  135 
years  of  “Faithful  Service”,  she 
charged  the  members  to  go  public 
with  this  Good  News,  and  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  being  women  in  mission. 

What  a  weekend!  To  God  be  the 
glory! 


Conference  UMW  attend  leadership  training 
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E-HORIZON  offers  resources  for  celebrating  holidays 


In  preparing  for  the  holidays 
ahead,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  offers  quick  tips  to 
enhance  church  ministry.  Feel  free  to 
forward  this  to  all  you  think  will  ben¬ 
efit.  Also,  send  us  your  ideas.  Let’s 
work  together  to  make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  for  the  transformation  of 
the  world. 

Have  a  blessed  Christmas, 

Karen  Greenwaldt, 

General  Secretary,  General  Board 
of  Discipleship 

CHURCH  FAMILY 

“As  I  begin  Christmas  shopping 
for  my  nephews,  ages  11  and  7, 1 
search  for  toys  that  teach  or  expand 
creativity,  such  as  building  a  volcano, 
a  science  kit,  a  kid’s  camera,  or  an  art 
set.  As  their  aunt,  I  also  care  about 
their  spiritual  development.  This 
year,  I’m  giving  them  a  year’s  sub¬ 
scription  to  “Pockets”  -  my  favorite 
children’s  magazine.  With  all  the 
“Santa  Claus”  around,  consider  giv¬ 
ing  a  gift  that  enriches  the  spiritual 
lives  of  your  friends  and  family.” 
Kimberly  Pace 

Check  out  2-for-l  Christmas  spe¬ 
cials  at 

http:  /  /  www.upperroom.org/  book¬ 
store. 

CHURCH  TRENDS 

Christianity,  with  a  market  share 
of  about  34%  worldwide,  remains  the 
most  popular  religion  globally.. .in 
North  America,  about  3  in  5  adults 
identify  themselves  as 
Christian.. .53%  of  Americans  consid¬ 
er  religion  to  be  very  important  in 
their  lives.. .compared  to  16%  in 
Britain,  14%  in  France  and  13%  in 
Germany... There  appears  to  be  a 
major  increase  in  interest  in  spiritu¬ 
ality  among  North  Americans.  But 
the  percentage  of  American  adults 
who  identify  themselves  as 
Christians  dropped  from  86%  in  1990 
to  77%  in  2001. .At  the  present  rate  of 
change,  Islam  will  become  the  domi¬ 
nant  religion  by  the  year  2050,  and 
most  Americans  will  be  non- 
Christians  by  the  year  2035.  Facts 
from  http://www.religioustoler- 
ance.org. 

EVANGELISM 

Consider  your  answering  machine 
and  how  persons  answer  the  phone. 
As  you  reach  out  to  people  in  your 
neighborhood  and  community,  eval¬ 
uate  the  answering  service  at  your 
church  and/or  office.  Imagine  your¬ 
self  as  a  new  person  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  who  knows  nothing  about  your 
church  -  where  it  is  located,  times  for 
worship  or  basic  beliefs.  Call  your 
number  at  7  a.m.,  noon,  5  p.m.,  8 
p.m.  -  during  the  week,  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  Who  answers  the  phone? 
What  does  the  message  say?  Are  the 
answers  readily  available,  such  as 
directions  and  specifics  on  Sunday 
school  classes  and  worship  services? 

How  quickly  are  calls  returned? 
Part  of  evangelism  is  welcoming  per¬ 
sons,  and  it  begins  with  the  first 
“touchpoint”  they  have  with  the 


church,  which  many  times  is  the 
phone. 

LEADING  THE  WAY 

Discuss  these  questions  with  your 
next  small  group  of  church  leaders: 
What  kinds  of  leaders  are  needed  for 
forming  disciples?  How  are  gifted 
leaders  formed  and  nurtured?  How 
do  leaders  guide,  foster,  and  invite 
persons  into  discipleship?  What  kind 
of  leadership  is  needed  to  build  a 
strong  system  for  disciple-making? 
Send  your  thoughts  and  answers  to: 
horizon@gbod.org. 

GROWING  IN  FAITH 

“When  the  day  of  God’s  shalom 
does  dawn,  may  it  be  said  that  the 
Child  of  Bethlehem,  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  was  alive  and  well  in  our 
shalom-bringing,  peace-making  lives 
-  even  on  the  West  Bank,  even  in  all 
the  other  places  where  peace 
remains  far  more  promise  than  ful¬ 
fillment.  For  there,  God’s  shalom 
awaits  our  trust,  our  hope,  and  our 
making  of  peace  with  one  another  as 
God  has  made  peace  with  us  in  Jesus 
Christ.” 

“How  do  you  experience  the  need 
for  peace  in  your  community,  in  your 
church,  in  your  family,  in  your 
heart?”  Quote  and  question  from 
"Setting  the  Christmas  Stage: 
Readings  for  the  Advent  Season”  by 
John  Indermark,  http://www.upper- 
room.org/bookstore 

CALENDAR 

**January  3-6,  2005,  Congress  on 
Evangelism,  Atlanta,  GA, 

http://www.gbod.org/evangel- 
ism,  877-899-2780,  ext.  7141,  ndun- 
lap@gbod.org 

**January  4-7, 2005,  Convocation 
for  Pastors  of  African-American 
Churches,  Atlanta,  GA, 
vrosss@gbod.org 

**January  27-30,  2005,  Healthy 
Churches:  Transforming  the  World, 
Houston,  TX, 

http://www.gbod.org/healthy- 
churches,  877-899-2780,  ext.  7141, 
healthychurches@gbod.org. 

SPOTLIGHT:  NEW  RELEASES 

“To  Walk  in  Integrity:  Spiritual 
Leadership  in  Times  of  Crisis”  by 
Steve  Doughty  is  hot  off  the  press. 
This  is  the  best  resource  for  church 
leaders  who  are  modeling  faithful  liv¬ 
ing  in  time  of  severe  crisis,  both  per¬ 
sonal  and  societal.  On  the  web: 
http:/ /  www.upperroom.org/book- 
store,  (800)  972-0433. 

“Loving  God  with  All  Your  Mind” 
by  Thomas  Hawkins  is  the  perfect 
resource  for  clergy  and  laity  who 
work  in  Christian  education.  It  inter¬ 
prets  new  brain  science  in  ways  that 
provide  practical  helps  for  teachers 
and  leaders.  It  will  help  leaders 
develop  critical  thinking  skills  to 
overcome  emotional  resistance  as 
they  lead  groups.  On  the  web: 
http://discipleshipresources.org, 
(800)  972-0433. 


Board  of  Discipleship 

The  question  comes  up  every  year, 
and  most  congregations  have  parti¬ 
sans  on  both  sides.  On  one  extreme, 
only  Advent  hymns,  songs,  and 
anthems  are  included  prior  to 
Christmas  Eve;  and  all  the  traditional 
and  beloved  carols  are  saved  until 
Christmas  Eve,  Christmas  Day,  and 
the  one  or  two  Sundays  following 
Christmas.  On  the  other  extreme,  the 
First  Sunday  of  Advent  brings  Hanging 
of  the  Greens,  poinsettias,  the  creche, 
and  “O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful.”  Many 
congregations  are  somewhere  in  the 
middle,  being  faithful  to  Advent 
themes  and  music  early  in  the  season, 
while  gradually  introducing  a  few 
Christmas  hymns  as  Christmas 
approaches,  saving  “Silent  Night”  and 
"Away  in  a  Manger”  for  Christmas  Eve. 

Many  people  want  to  sing 
Christmas  songs  during  Advent 
because  everywhere  around  them, 
except  in  the  church,  the  world  is 
observing  Christmas  with  lights,  par¬ 
ties,  decorations,  trees,  concerts, 
school  and  choir  programs,  radio  and 
TV  and  their  own  shopping. 


offers  hymn  resources 

If  you  are  a  pastor  or  musician  who 
wants  to  sing  Advent  hymns  in 
Advent,  here  are  three  excellent 
Advent  hymns  that  have  been  set  to 
music  of  familiar  Christmas  hymns: 

-  “The  King  Shall  Come,”  using 
ANTIOCH  (“Joy  to  the  World”)- 
"Watchman,  Tell  Us  of  the  Night,” 
using  MENDELSSOHN  (“Hark!  the 
Herald  Angels  Sing”) 

-  "The  People  That  in  Darkness 
Sat,”  using  CHRISTMAS  (“While 
Shepherds  Watched  Their  Flocks  by 
Night”)  All  three  of  these  texts  were  in 
the  1964  Methodist  Hymnal,  and  one 
is  in  the  1989  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  but  all  are  set  to  different 
tunes. 

Here  is  an  opportunity  for  you  to 
sing  great  hymns  of  the  Advent  sea¬ 
son,  appropriately  joined  to  familiar 
tunes  your  people  will  recognize  from 
Christmas  hymns. 

These  hymns  may  be  copied  or 
inserted  into  your  worship  bulletin. 
Find  the  hymns  online  at: 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default 
,asp?act=reader&item_id= 13098. 


Support  programs  battling  HIV/AIDS  worldwide 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist  Church  ministers  in 
many  ways  to  people  living  with 
HIV/ AIDS  around  the  world  -  espe¬ 
cially  in  Africa,  where  the  disease  has 
become  a  pandemic. 

Those  ministries  are  supported 
through  the  churchwide  giving  pro¬ 
gram,  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church. 

Here  are  five  programs  serving  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS: 

AIDS  Campaign,  Vehicle,  Cameroon 
(#14333S)-Supports  the  transportation 
of  materials  for  workshops  on  AIDS 
prevention  and  control. 

AIDS  Awareness,  Nigeria 
(#13712A)-Pays  for  workshops,  travel 
expenses  and  teaching  resources  to 
minister  with  people  who  already 
have  AIDS  and  to  prevent  AIDS 
through  education. 

AIDS  Awareness  and  Children 
Impacted  by  HIV/AIDS,  Africa 
(#101218)-Provides  education  about 


AIDS  control  and  prevention;  care  for 
children  with  AIDS. 

AIDS  Orphans  Trust,  Global 
(#982842) -Provides  daily  necessities, 
school  fees,  and  moral  and  spiritual 
support. 

AIDS  Orphans  Project,  Uganda 
(#187000)-Focuses  on  enabling  AIDS 
orphans  to  live  with  their  extended 
families. 

Donations  can  be  placed  in  local 
church  offering  plates.  All  checks 
should  have  the  Advance  project  and 
number  designated.  Checks  placed  in 
offering  plates  should  be  made  out  to 
the  local  church  or  the  La.  Annual 
Conference. 

Other  HIV/AIDS-related  ministries 
can  be  found  in  “Partnership  in 
Missions:  Catalog  of  General  Advance 
Specials.”  Free  copies  can  be  ordered 
by  calling  (888)  346-3862  and  asking 
for  item  100082. 

Additional  information  is  also 
available  at  the  Advance  Web  site, 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ __ 

Telephone _ 

Church _ _ _ _ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for 

□  $15  (One  year) 

□  $25  (Two  years) 

Please  mail  to:  Subscriptions,  La.NOW!,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70802 
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Intern  Khuong  Le,  top,  center,  mugs  for  the  camera  with  Heather  and  Victoria  during 
cooking  class.  Above,  Ty  Nguyen  shows  off  his  balloons  made  at  the  day  camp  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Nguyen  has  participated  in  the 
program  for  the  last  three  years. 


Vietnamese,  from  page  1 


during  the  two  weeks.  “This  is  the  sec¬ 
ond  Christmas  holiday  camp,  which 
grew  out  of  the  summer  program  we 
host  every  year,”  said  Rev.  Amy  Mercer, 
minister  of  Disciple  and  Missions  for 
Broadmoor  UMC. 

The  thriving  Vietnamese  ministry  is 
fueled  by  the  enthusiasm  of  the  ener¬ 
getic  interns  who  keep  returning  to 
serve  the  Baton  Rouge  community.  “It  is 
a  joy  to  share  God’s  love  with  these  pre¬ 
cious  children.  It  has  been  doubly 
rewarding  to  meet  the  parents  of  these 
young  ones  and  begin  to  build  relation¬ 
ships  with  the  families,”  said  Mai 
Truong. 

This  summer,  Mai  and  others  visited 
the  homes  of  the  campers.  “Everywhere 
they  went  they  were  welcomed  with 
open  arms.  The  parents  treated  the 
interns  like  royalty,  always  offering  a 
meal  and  often  pulling  out  the  family 
photo  album  to  reminisce  about  their 
former  lives  in  Vietnam,"  said  Mercer. 

“We  received  a  whole  new  under¬ 
standing  of  hospitality,  overwhelmed  by 


the  warmth  of  these  parents.  They  are  so 
grateful  for  the  time  and  attention  we 
are  giving  their  families,”  said  Truong. 

Betty  Nguyen  added,  “Our  church  is 
becoming  known  as  a  safe  place  for  their 
children." 

A  significant  part  of  the  camps  is  the 
Vietnamese  language  instruction  given 
to  the  children.  “These  children  grew  up 
speaking  English,  but  their  parents  did 
not.  It  has  been  a  thrill  for  the  campers 
and  their  parents  to  be  able  to  commu¬ 
nicate  in  their  native  language,  perpetu¬ 
ating  an  important  part  of  their  cultural 
heritage,"  she  added. 

Mercer  explained  that  the  ministry 
hopes  to  add  a  junior  high  component 
to  the  camp  next  summer.  “Another 
long-term  goal  is  to  have  a  Vietnamese 
ministerial  presence.  Once  we  reach  that 
point,  there  could  be  prayer  groups  and 
Bible  studies  specifically  reaching  out  to 
that  population.  As  this  ministry 
expands,  we  can  more  accurately  reflect 
the  overall  population  of  Baton  Rouge... 
and  the  kingdom  of  God.” 


Centenary  to  present  Christmas  concert 


SHREVEPORT,  LA  —  Centenary 
College  will  share  an  annual 
Christmas  tradition  with  the  public 
on  Friday,  Dec.  10,  when  it  presents 
its  Christmas  Candlelight  Service,  a 
program  of  readings,  prayer,  music, 
song  and  candlelighting  in  Brown 
Memorial  Chapel.  The  program  is 
free  and  open  to  the  public.  Pre-serv¬ 
ice  music  presenting  selected  carols 
by  the  Centenary  String  Ensemble 
will  begin  at  5:30  p.m.,  with  the  serv¬ 
ice  beginning  at  6  p.m. 

Music  will  be  provided  by  the 
Centenary  Camerata,  Cantare  and 
Chorale  singers,  conducted  by  Dr. 
Julia  B.  Thorn:  the  Centenary  College 
Choir,  directed  by  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress 
and  accompanied  by  Mandy 
Bourgeois  and  Daniel  Ley;  the 
Centenary  String  Ensemble,  directed 
by  Laura  Crawford;  and  Dr.  Hollice 
Watson,  organist. 

The  Centenary  Choir  will  present 
the  English  Carol  Tomorrow  Shall  Be 
My  Dancing  Day,  the  Austrian  Carol 
Still,  Still,  Still  and  Haan’s  Welcome, 
Holy  Child  with  Codey  Whitt,  soloist. 

Camerata  will  sing  Rachmaninoff’s 
Bogorditse  Devo  and  Boeker’s  Jesu 
und  Maria.  The  Centenary  Chorale 
will  sing  Shaw’s  Coventry  Carol  and 
the  Centenary  Cantare  will  present 
Walter’s  This  Endris  Night. 

The  Centenary  String  Ensemble 
will  present  the  prelude  with  several 
selections  of  gathering  music  for 
Christmas.  The  ensemble  performers 
are  Robert  Schaumburg,  Tim 
Nicholson,  Holly  Richardson,  and 


Cody  Andrews,  violins;  Carrie  Collins, 
viola;  and  Sara  Kate  Ross  and  David 
Pennywell,  cellos. 

Centenary  students  presenting 
prayers  or  readings  are  Ashley  Sittig, 
Devin  Verrette,  Mamina  Turegano, 
Chris  Lavan  and  Andrew  Roach.  The 
Rev.  Betsy  B.  Eaves,  Centenary  chap¬ 
lain  and  director  of  the  Church 
Careers  Institute,  will  deliver  the 
message,  “Search  for  the  Holy  in  the 
Silent  Night.”  Dr.  Peter  Huff,  who 
holds  the  T.L.  James  Chair  of 
Religious  Studies,  will  lead  the 
Advent  Litany. 

The  congregation  will  be  invited  to 
sing  several  familiar  Christmas 
hymns,  including  Hark  the  Herald 
Angels  Sing;  O  Come,  O  Come, 
Emmanuel,  O  Come  All  Ye  Faithful; 
Silent  Night;  and  Joy  to  the  World.  Dr. 
Watson  will  accompany  the  hymns 
and  will  play  Bach’s  Savior  of  the 
Nations,  Come  for  the  postlude.  The 
Rev.  Don  Meeks,  director  of  the 
Center  for  Theological  Studies,  will 
give  the  benediction. 

Members  of  the  Maroon  Jackets 
honor  organization  will  distribute 
programs  and  candles.  Organizers 
will  encourage  people  to  enter  the 
chapel  in  silence  to  allow  for  a  period 
of  quiet  and  meditation  and  to  hear 
the  pre-service  music. 

After  the  service,  the  congregation 
is  invited  to  attend  a  reception  and 
visit  with  Santa  in  Magale  Library.  For 
further  information,  contact  the 
Centenary  Chaplain’s  Office  at  (318) 
869-5156. 


UMCOR  announces  'wish 

United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  Christmas  Wish  List  This  holiday 
season,  wish  for  a  Christmas  that  truly 
honors  the  birth  of  Jesus  and  shows  our 
concern  for  the  whole  family  of  God. 

Here  is  UMCOR’s  wish  list —  gifts  that 
you  can  give  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Through  your  generosity,  you  and 
United  Methodists  everywhere  can 
respond  to  Christ’s  command  to  feed  the 
hungry,  care  for  the  sick,  comfort  the 
heartbroken,  and  welcome  the  stranger 
in  our  midst. 

UMCOR.  Multiplying  Hope. 

$1.00  Serve  a  Haitian  child  one  hot 
meal  a  day  (UMCOR  #418790) 

$5.00  Immunize  a  child  against 
tuberculosis,  measles,  polio,  tetanus, 
and  other  diseases  (UMCOR  #982400) 
$10.00  Contribute  to  new  ceilings 
and  walls  for  a  storm-damaged  home  in 
the  US  (UMCOR  #901670) 

$10.00  Help  deliver  tents,  water 
purification  tablets  and  blankets  to  com¬ 
fort  an  international  disaster  survivor 
(UMCOR  #982450) 

$15.00  Teach  a  woman  in  Nepal  to 
read  and  write  (UMCOR  #229500) 

$20.00  Help  a  refugee  return  home 
or  find  safety  in  a  new  location  (UMCOR 
#982540) 

$30.00  Help  ship  blankets,  medical 
supplies,  hygiene  articles,  where  they  are 
needed  most  (UMCOR  #982730) 

$60.00  Build  a  beehive  and  train  a 
Liberian  farmer  in  beekeeping  tech- 


list'for  holiday  season 

niques  (UMCOR  #982920) 

$150.00  Furnish  a  half-kilo  of 
miraculous  moringa  seeds  and  training 
to  improve  diet  and  income  of  a  farm 
family  in  Sierra  Leone  (UMCOR  # 
982188) 

$250.00  Offer  one  hour  of  legal 
work  for  an  immigrant  family  caught  in 
post-9/ 11  rules  (UMCOR  #901285) 

$440.00  Replace  a  zinc  roof  on  a 
family  home  damaged  by  civil  war  in 
Liberia  (UMCOR  #150300) 

$700.00  Provide  care  and  feeding 
for  an  explosive-sniffing  dog  to  detect 
landmines  in  Mozambique  (UMCOR 
#982575) 

$2500.00  Deliver  materials  to  build 
a  bam  and  supply  a  milk  cow  for  a  rural 
family  in  Bosnia  (UMCOR  #333350) 

One  hundred  percent  of  your  gift 
goes  to  the  program  you  choose.  You 
may  send  your  donation  through  your 
local  church  and  Annual  Conference. 
Either  place  your  designated  check  in 
the  offering  plate  on  Sunday,  or  mail  to 
La.  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Also,  UMCOR’s  edition  of  “Whose 
Birthday  Is  It,  Anyway?”  is  free  for  up  to 
20  copies,  except  for  postage  and  han¬ 
dling.  More  copies  are  .80  cents  each, 
except  for  postage  and  handling.  Order 
Stock  #5254  from  the  Service  Center, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  PO  Box 
691328,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1328;  ToU 
free  orders:  1-800-305-9857. 


December  10, 2004 


Louisiana  Conference  i 

■■■■■■■■■■■ 


5 


'Jammin'with  Jesus' seeking  bands  for  next  show 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  will  be  hosting  the  sec¬ 
ond  “Jammin’  With  Jesus”  on  Feb.  26, 
2005  at  First  UMC  in  Gonzales.  Christian 
music  singers  and  youth  and  adult 
bands  are  asked  to  sign  up  to  perform. 

The  event,  which  will  run  from  1 1 
a.m.-6  p.m.,  will  include  music,  food, 
fun,  fellowship  and  worship.  Bands  will 


rotate  throughout  the  day.  This  event  is 
still  in  the  planning  stages,  so  look  for 
more  information  soon  in  the  Louisiana 
Now!.  If  you  or  your  band  is  interested  in 
playing  at  this  event,  or  if  you  have  any 
questions,  please  contact  Joy  Comeaux 
at  (225)647-4678  or  Beth  Muller  at 
(225)293-4440.  We  look  forward  to  hear¬ 
ing  from  you! 


Church  secretaries  conference  set  for  April,  2005 


The  Professional  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries 
will  host  its  23rd  annual  conference 
April  14-16,  2005  in  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico. 

“Catch  the  Dream  in  the  Land  of 
Enchantment”  is  the  theme  for  next 
year’s  event,  which  will  be  held  at  the 
Albuquerque  Hilton. 

Featured  speakers  include  Stephen 
Drachler,  director  of  public  information 
for  United  Methodist  Communications; 
Ray  Buckley,  director  of  the  Native 
People’s  Communication  office  for 
UMComm;  and  Tim  Crouch  of  The 


Crouch  Group,  Inc.,  a  marketing  and 
advertising  agency. 

A  strong  emphasis  will  be  placed  on 
church  communications,  including  cri¬ 
sis  situations,  ministry  to  indigenous 
persons  in  congregations,  and  making 
the  most  of  Igniting  Ministry  and  other 
outreach  campaigns. 

For  information  on  hotel  reserva¬ 
tions,  call  Jackie  Pettis  at  (813)  689-6849 
or  email  jackiepettis@standrewsbran- 
don.com. 

For  information  on  registration  call 
Cathy  Anderson  at  (505)  255-8786  or 
email  canderson@nmconfum.com. 


The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Hodge  United  Methodist  Church  have  a  long 
history  of  hosting  Children  of  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston  with  an 
annual  Christmas  Party.  Shown  in  the  picture  are  some  of  the  children  and 
Hodge  Members  at  this  year's  Christmas  Party.  After  being  served  a  holiday 
meal  and  receiving  a  gift  from  the  Hodge  UMW,  the  children  enjoy  viewing  the 
lighting  spectacular  of  Jonesboro's  "Christmas  in  The  Pines"  and  the  Holiday 
lighting  from  "Christmas  on  Mill  Street"  at  the  Hodge  Mill  of  Smurfit-Stone. 


Churches  concerned  about  corporate  censorship 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (UMNS)  —  The 
refusal  of  CBS  and  NBC  television  net¬ 
works  to  air  a  30-second  ad  from  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  calls  attention 
to  the  power  that  major  media  oudets 
have  to  block  free  speech,  said  the  top 
executive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

The  two  networks  have  refused  to  run 
the  commercial  because  the  all-inclusive 
message  "implies  acceptance  of  gay  and 
lesbian  couples,”  according  to  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

“This  is  not  about  gays  and  lesbians; 
this  is  about  the  constitutional  rights  of 
a  responsible  organization  to  exercise 
the  freedom  to  speak  on  a  medium 
licensed  to  serve  the  public  interest,” 


said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  top  executive 
with  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  denomination’s 
communication  agency. 

“This  decision  calls  attention  to  the 
reality  that,  for  self-serving  reasons,  cor¬ 
porations  in  control  of  major  media  are 
in  a  position  to  filter  and  even  block  the 
legitimate  speech  by  responsible  voices,” 
Hollon  said. 

In  November  2003,  an  ad  of  welcom¬ 
ing  from  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Igniting  Ministry  campaign  was  first 
rejected  then  accepted  by  the  Reuters 
media  company  for  display  on  a  7,000- 
square-foot  billboard  in  New  York  City’s 

See  Censorship,  page  6 


Members  of  National  Charity  League,  a  mother-daughter  service  organization, 
delivered  32  Thanksgiving  baskets  of  food  and  food  vouchers  to  families  served 
by  United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries.  An  institution  related  to  the  La.  Annual 
Conference,  HOPE  Ministries  is  a  multi-service  ministry  meeting  the  needs  of 
the  underserved  in  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  area.  Allison  Farr,  client  services 
supervisor  for  HOPE  Ministries,  center,  is  pictured  with  Courtney  Tuminello, 
Kelsey  Dean,  Meghan  Backstrom,  Rachel  Sollie,  Rebecca  Herbert  and  Morgan 
Richardson. 


In  Memoriam 


Clergy  and  spouses  who  died  during 
2004: 

Sara  Emanuel,  spouse  of  the  late 
Rev.  Samuel  Percy  Emanuel 
Bobbi  McCall,  spouse  of  Rev. 
Clifford  N.  McCall 

Florine  R.  Townsend,  spouse  of 
Rev.  Allen  W.  Townsend,  Jr. 

Doris  F.  Crichlow,  spouse  of  the 
late  Rev.  Robert  B.  Crichlow 
Rev.  John  E.  Scarf 
Rev.  Jerold  R.  Hoffpauir 
Mary  M.  Bailes,  spouse  of  Rev. 


Homer  V.  Bailes 

Grace  Spinks,  spouse  of  the  late 
Rev.  Otis  Spinks 

Dorothy  Singletary,  spouse  of  Rev. 
Paul  C.  Singletary,  Sr. 

Rev.  James  R.  Huber 
Joyce  C.  Stiltner,  spouse  of  Rev. 
Richard  T.  Stiltner 

Eloise  McElroy,  spouse  of  the  late 
Rev.  Talmadge  E.  McElroy 
Rev.  Lee  Gray  Wilson 
Marjorie  M.  Morris,  spouse  of  the 
late  Rev.  Virgil  D.  Morris 


Remember:  Lent  comes 

Even  though  we’re  still  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  Christmas,  Lent  begins  early 
next  year  -  February  9  -  so  churches 
need  to  be  thinking  now  about  pro¬ 
grams  that  call  members  to  Jesus’ 
redemption. 

To  this  end,  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew 
invites  individuals  and  congregations  to 
participate  in  a  program  of  spiritual 
reflection,  prayer  and  giving. 

Lent  is  the  season  for  Christians  to 
engage  in  disciplines  that  sustain  and 
refresh  and  give  full  expression  to  our 
faith.  Lent  and  Easter  call  us  to  remem¬ 
ber  the  mystery  of  our  redemption  in 
Christ  and  to  more  fully  participate  in 
his  life-giving  spirit. 

In  keeping  with  these  traditions  of 
Lent,  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  invites 
individuals  and  congregations  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  a  program  of  spiritual  reflection, 
prayer  and  giving.  Each  participant  (or 
participating  family)  is  provided  a  devo¬ 
tional  booklet  of  reflections  and  prayers. 
They  are  asked  to  share  in  the  Society  of 
St.  Andrew's  hunger  ministries  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  personal  Lenten  sacrifice  that  will 
be  used  to  feed  hungry  Americans. 

The  theme  for  this  year's  Lent  devo- 


early-Feb.9-in  2005 

tions  is  “Jesus,  remember  me?”  The 
reflections  ask  us  to  think  about  those 
whom  Jesus  touched  with  healing  and 
wholeness  while  we  are  also  challenged 
to  remember  and  respond  to  Jesus’  com¬ 
mands  to  care  for  the  poor  and  needy  in 
our  world. 

An  optional  Good  Friday  Fast  is  avail¬ 
able  to  supplement  the  Lent  Devotions 
or  as  a  stand-alone  program  of  spiritual 
renewal  and  giving. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  has  free,  no 
obligation,  sample  starter  kits  available 
for  review  before  placing  a  congrega¬ 
tional  order.  Order  your  starter  kit  on¬ 
line  at  www.endhunger.org/lent.htm;  by 
email  at  church@endhunger.org;  or  call 
800-333-4597.  After  reviewing  the  pro¬ 
gram,  orders  should  be  placed  by 
January  24  to  ensure  delivery  before  Ash 
Wednesday  (February  9).  All  materials 
are  free. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  (Advance 
#801600)  is  a  Christian  national  non¬ 
profit  hunger-relief  ministry  feeding  the 
hungry  through  its  PotatoProject, 
Gleaning  Network,  Harvest  of  Hope,  and 
Hunger  Relief  Advocate  Initiative  pro¬ 
grams. 
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Central  conferences  reassessing  pension  needs 


Youth  collects  one  million  letters  for  troops  abroad 


Shauna  Fleming  has  had  an  inter¬ 
esting  few  days. 

She  has  met  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  the  secretary  of 
defense,  received  a  “Bom  to  Lead” 
award  and  posed  for  a  photo  in 
Cosmo  Girl,  appeared  live  on  CNN, 
had  film  crews  from  CBS  in  her 
house,  and  met  with  book  publishers 
about  the  printing  of  her  first  book. 

When  she  has  time,  she  also 
attends  Lutheran  High  School  in 
Orange,  Calif. 

Fleming,  15,  a  member  of  Light  of 
the  Canyon  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Orange,  has  been  in  the  middle  of 
a  whirlwind  since  last  April,  when  she 
took  seriously  a  challenge  from  her 
father  to  collect  a  million  letters  to 
send  to  U.S.  troops.  She  achieved  her 
goal  on  Oct.  22  and  is  working  on  get¬ 
ting  another  400,000  letters. 

“There  are  1.4  million  troops  on 
active  duty  right  now,”  she  explains.  “I 
want  to  get  enough  letters  to  send  to 
every  one  of  them.” 

Fleming  presented  the  one-mil¬ 
lionth  letter  to  President  George  Bush 
on  Nov.  17,  just  moments  after  he 
pardoned  the  national  Thanksgiving 
turkey. 

“Shauna  is  a  wonderful,  self- 
assured  person  with  a  quiet  confi¬ 
dence,”  says  the  Rev.  Tom  Rothhaar, 
pastor  of  Light  of  the  Canyon.  “She  is 
a  deeply  religious  person.” 

Michael  Fleming,  Shauna’s  father, 
sent  an  e-mail  to  Rothhaar,  which  the 
pastor  read  during  the  Nov.  20  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

The  message  was:  “Shauna  and 
our  family  had  an  opportunity  of  a 
lifetime,  meeting  the  president  in  the 
Oval  Office  for  almost  15  minutes.  He 
mentioned  he  was  United  Methodist 
and  we  said  we  are  too.  He  spoke  of 
his  belief  in  God  and  how  God  leads 
him  in  difficult  decisions.”  Chuckling, 
Rothhaar  says  that  before  they  left, 
Shauna  slipped  the  president  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  visit  Light  of  the  Canyon. 

"My  pastor  has  been  so  supportive 
of  me,”  she  tells  United  Methodist 


News  Service.  “TWo  or  three  times  a 
month,  I  get  a  note  from  him  or 
someone  in  the  church  telling  me 
how  proud  they  are  of  me.” 

The  A  Million  Thanks  letter  cam¬ 
paign  has  brought  the  teenager  a  lot 
of  attention  from  national  publica¬ 
tions,  and  she  has  been  on  radio  and 
television  programs,  Rothhaar  says. 
She  has  been  named  one  of  the  top 
10  “movers  and  shakers”  in  Orange 
and  is  the  national  spokesperson  for 
National  Military  Appreciation 
Month,  May  2005. 

“It  has  just  taken  off,”  he  says. 
“When  people  hear  about  it,  they  are 
so  intrigued  because  she  is  only  15 
years  old.  Think  about  where  most  of 
us  were  when  we  were  15;  we  weren’t 
thinking  in  these  terms.” 

Shauna’s  mother,  Robin,  says  she 
is  not  surprised  her  daughter  has 
been  able  to  meet  her  goal  because 
“she  has  always  done  everything  110 
percent.” 

But  she  is  surprised  at  the  atten¬ 
tion  Shauna  has  received  from  so 
many  people. 

“She  has  grown  so  much,”  Robin 
says.  “I  feel  so  blessed  that  God  has 
led  her  on  this  path  and  allowed  her 
to  put  smiles  on  soldiers’  faces.” 

Shauna  says  that  is  what  it  is  all 
about.  “It  is  so  important  to  let  our 
troops  know  we  are  thinking  about 
them  and  praying  for  them,”  she  says. 
“I  have  grown  closer  to  God  through 
this  experience.  I  have  learned  to 
trust  and  have  faith.” 

When  she  started  the  campaign, 
she  memorized  Romans  8:28.  “I  say  it 
over  and  over  again:  We  know  that  all 
things  work  together  for  good  for 
those  who  love  God,  who  are  called 
according  to  his  purpose.” 

She  recalls  that  Bible  verse  every 
time  something  out  of  the  ordinary 
happens.  The  passage  reminds  her 
that  God  really  does  have  a  plan  for 
her,  she  says. 

“I  have  been  waiting  for  a  calling 
all  of  my  life,  and  I  definitely  think 
this  is  part  of  it.” 


SKOKIE,  Ill.  (UMNS)  -  For  the  retired 
Mozambican  minister  and  his  wife,  the 
“golden  years”  had  nothing  to  do  with 
gold  and  everything  to  do  with  trying  to 
survive  on  a  $120  annual  pension. 

During  a  2003  trip  to  Mozambique,  a 
United  Methodist  team  found  that  the 
couple  exemplified  the  need  for  pension 
programs  not  only  in  Africa  but  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

After  a  career  in  the  church,  the  min¬ 
ister  had  reached  the  end  of  life  with 
barely  enough  pension  income  to  buy  a 
few  bags  of  food. 

“He  and  his  wife  were  forced  to  live 
with  their  son  and  his  five  children  in 
their  two-room  home,”  said  Barbara 
Boigegrain,  a  member  of  the  fact-finding 
team  and  top  staff  executive  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits.  “It  was  not  a  retirement 
with  dignity.” 

“All  my  fife,”  the  man  told  the  team,  “I 
have  preached  heaven,  and  now  I  am  in 
hell.” 

“He  said  he  had  a  heart  condition,” 
Boigegrain  recalled,  “and  we  got  word 
about  a  month  later  that  he  had  passed 
away.” 

In  parts  of  the  world  where  the  United 
Methodist  Church  enjoys  its  strongest 
growth  —  Africa,  the  Philippines,  Eastern 
Europe  —  pastors  who  are  building  the 
flocks  are  finding  themselves  with  little 
to  live  on  in  retirement. 

That’s  where  the  Central  Conference 
Pension  Initiative  comes  in.  The  initiative 
is  a  multi-agency  effort  to  establish  mod¬ 
els  for  permanent  pension  coverage  in 
the  church’s  regions  -or  conferences  -  in 
Africa,  Asia  and  parts  of  Europe. 
Providing  those  models  for  each  confer¬ 
ence  is  still  several  years  away,  so  in  the 
interim,  the  agencies  are  working  under 
a  mandate  from  the  2004  General 
Conference  to  develop  emergency  fund¬ 
ing  for  regions  most  in  need. 

Governing  members  of  the  Board  of 
Pension  and  Health  Benefits  discussed 
the  initiative  during  their  Nov.  19-20 
meeting  in  Skokie.  Representatives  of  the 
board  and  four  other  United  Methodist 
agencies  sit  on  the  committee  that  over¬ 
sees  the  program. 

Those  agencies  are  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  and 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

Last  May,  General  Conference  author¬ 
ized  the  pension  agency  to  create  and 
administer  funding  for  the  programs  of 
the  initiative,  in  consultation  with  the 
finance  agency  and  supported  by  the 
partner  agencies.  General  Conference 
also  directed  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  to  make  emergency  grants  for 
retired  clergy  and  spouses  in  central  con¬ 
ferences  where  extreme  need  exists.  The 
emergency  funding  will  enable  those 
conferences  to  reach  a  point  where  they 
can  eventually  start  their  own  plans,  and 
it  will  be  separate  from  the  country-spe¬ 
cific  programs  that  the  initiative  is  devel¬ 
oping. 

The  Central  Conference  Pension 
Committee  is  focusing  on  three  coun¬ 
tries  initially:  Mozambique,  Liberia  and 
Zimbabwe.  A  study  team  will  visit  those 
countries  next  spring  and  summer. 

Enable  JavaScript  on  your  browser  to 


see  photo.The  committee  is  developing 
different  models  for  each  country’s  cir¬ 
cumstances,  trying  to  determine  how 
best  to  support  a  national  infrastructure 
like  Mozambique’s,  which  offers  social 
security;  support  an  existing  church  pen¬ 
sion  system,  such  as  Zimbabwe’s;  and 
provide  coverage  from  scratch  where  no 
system  exists,  as  in  Liberia. 

After  addressing  emergency  pension 
funding  in  Africa,  the  committee  will 
focus  on  Russia  and  Eastern  Europe, 
then  the  Philippines,  Boigegrain  said. 

The  church’s  central  conference  pen¬ 
sion  initiative  fund  already  has  received 
$716,000  for  the  permanent  program. 

The  initiative’s  funds  are  kept  separate 
from  the  pension  plans  of  U.S.  clergy  and 
lay  employees,  so  the  U.S.  plans  are  not 
affected  in  any  way. 

So  far,  support  for  the  initiative’s  fund 
has  come  primarily  from  U.S.  annual 
conferences  redirecting  the  yearly  checks 
that  they  receive  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  to  augment 
their  clergy  pensions.  Since  the  1700s, 
the  Publishing  House  has  provided  a 
portion  of  its  earnings  for  that  purpose, 
carrying  on  a  tradition  with  spiritual 
roots  reaching  back  to  Methodism’s 
founder,  John  Wesley,  who  emphasized 
the  need  to  care  for  retired  pastors  and 
their  dependents. 

Redirecting  those  yearly  checks  is  a 
good  way  for  annual  conferences  to  sup¬ 
port  the  initiative,  said  Bishop  Ben 
Chamness,  chairperson  of  the  pension 
agency  and  the  Central  Conference 
Pension  Committee. 

“I  would  certainly  encourage  more  of 
our  conferences  to  do  that,”  he  said.  "We 
really  need  all  of  them  to  participate  so 
that  we  can  do  the  funding  that  we 
need.” 

In  the  past  two  years,  34  of  the 
denomination’s  63  U.S.  conferences  have 
contributed  their  checks.  The  remainder 
of  the  $716,000  has  come  from  other 
donors.  It’s  a  lot  of  money  but  a  small 
fraction  of  the  total  needed. 

"We  need  to  raise  $20  (million)  to  $25 
million,”  Boigegrain  said.  She  described 
that  as  a  rough  estimate  of  what  is  need¬ 
ed  to  provide  a  sustainable  program. 

Updating  her  board  directors, 
Boigegrain  said  the  Central  Conference 
Pension  Committee  is  focusing  immedi¬ 
ately  on  fund  raising  and  education. 

The  education  and  communication 
process  will  include  speaking  with 
groups  around  the  church,  such  as  the 
jurisdictional  colleges  of  bishops,  the 
Connectional  Table,  conference  treasur¬ 
ers  and  the  top  executives  at  other  gener¬ 
al  agencies.  The  Central  Conference 
Pension  Committee  will  emphasize  that 
it  will  not  compete  for  church  dollars 
already  allocated  to  other  purposes.  The 
fund-raising  work  will  involve  seeing 
where  and  how  money  can  be  raised. 

The  funding  element  is  one  of  the 
most  pressing  needs,  Chamness  said  in 
an  interview.  “We  really  can’t  make  a  lot 
of  decisions  about  the  pension  program 
until  we  are  able  to  see  what  kind  of 
funding  we  can  raise,  so  that’s  going  to 
be  one  of  our  concentrated  efforts  during 
this  quadrennium.  And  we  do  plan  to  go 
beyond  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  funds  for  other  funds.  We  have  a 
See  Pensions,  page  7 


Censorship, 

Times  Square.  Reuters  rejected  the  ad 
initially  on  grounds  that  it  violated  the 
company’s  policy  against  running  reli¬ 
gious  or  political  advertising.  Once  the 
policy  was  made  public,  other  religious 
groups  joined  to  support  the  rights  of 
religious  organizations  to  speak  in  the 
public  marketplace. 

The  ad  ran  from  Nov.  17  to  Nov.  30  on 
the  Reuters  and  Instinet  building  with  a 
disclaimer  that  the  spot  was  “paid  adver¬ 
tising.” 

At  the  time,  Hollon  expressed  disap¬ 
pointment  in  Reuters’  disclaimer 
requirement  of ‘“paid  commercial 
advertisement,’  which  is  unlike  any  of 
the  other  advertisers  on  the  board,  sig¬ 
naling  out  our  ad  for  distinction.” 

The  disclaimer  placed  on  church 
advertising  shows  that  faith-related 
commercials  are  still  treated  differently 
from  other  forms  of  commercial  speech 


from  page  5 

that  Reuters  accepts,  he  said. 

"This  ability  to  decide  who  can  have 
access  to  major  communications  chan¬ 
nels  is  too  important  to  leave  in  the 
hands  of  a  few  corporate  executives,” 
Hollon  said  about  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  ad.  “Broadcast  licenses  are  grant¬ 
ed  based  on  serving  the  public  interest. 
We  have  moved  away  from  this  princi¬ 
ple.  It  has  become  virtually  meaningless. 
Important  voices  are  not  being  heard. 
Rather  than  enabling  this  diminished 
free  expression,  the  government  should 
be  protecting  it  with  vigilance.” 

The  ad  states  that  —  “like  Jesus”  — 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  seeks  to 
welcome  all  people,  regardless  of  ability, 
age,  race,  economic  circumstance  or 
sexual  orientation.  The  ad  has  been 
accepted  and  will  air  on  a  number  of 
networks  including  ABC  Family,  AMC, 
BET,  CNN,  and  Fox,  among 
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'Healthy  Churches'  conference  slated  for  Jan.  in  Texas 


“Healthy  Churches,  Transforming 
the  World”  is  a  national  United 
Methodist  Church  Conference,  slated 
for  Jan.  27-30, 2005  in  Houston,  Tex. 

Designed  to  revitalize,  invigorate 
and  inspire  Conference  leaders,  the 
training  has  components  focusing  on 
nearly  every  aspect  of  church  min¬ 
istry  and  administration. 

Workshops  on  communications, 
racial-ethnic  ministries,  social  wit¬ 
ness  and  mission,  spiritual  leader¬ 
ship,  conference /church  life,  stew¬ 
ardship  and  evangelism  will  be 


offered. 

Featured  speakers  include  Bishop 
Gregory  V  Palmer  from  Iowa ,  Bishop 
Janice  R.  Huie  from  Houston,  Dr. 
Leslie  Griffiths  from  London, 

England  and  Rudy  and  Juanita 
Rasmus,  pastors  of  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston. 

For  more  information  about  the 
conference,  costs  and  registration, 
please  contact  Rhonda  Whidey  at  the 
Conference  Area  Offices,  (225)  346- 
1646,  or  email 
rkwhitley@bellsouth.net. 


Defibrillator  saves  life  in  Indiana  congregation 


The  band  had  just  finished  a  lively 
rendition  of  “Alexander’s  Ragtime  Band” 
at  Zionsville  (Ind.)  United  Methodist 
Church  when  Helen  McKnight  collapsed, 
unconscious,  against  her  25-year-old 
grandson.  Her  heart  had  stopped. 

Her  son,  Bob  McKnight,  was  playing 
in  the  band  that  night  when  he  saw  his 
92-year-old  mother  slump  over  against 
John  McKnight.  He  raced  to  get  the 
defibrillator  he  knew  the  church  had  just 
bought.  Seconds  later,  her  heart  was 
beating  again,  shocked  back  into  action 
by  a  doctor  at  the  concert  who  used  the 
church’s  automated  external  defibrillator. 

“The  Lord’s  hand  was  really  into  this,” 
Bob  McKnight  said.  “She  had  never  had  a 
heart  attack....  The  doctor  at  the  emer¬ 
gency  room  said  that  had  (we)  not  had 
the  AED,  she  would  have  died.” 

If  no  doctor  had  been  on  the  scene, 
McKnight  could  have  shocked  his  moth¬ 
er’s  heart,  since  he  was  the  first  layperson 
at  the  church  trained  to  use  the  new 
equipment  three  months  earlier.  The 
church  plans  to  have  the  entire  staff, 
youth  leaders,  drivers  and  ushers  trained 
as  well,  he  said. 

Certified  AED  training  is  provided 
locally  by  the  Red  Cross  and  the 
American  Heart  Association  and  can  be 
completed  in  around  three  hours. 

Those  first  moments  after  a  heart 
stops  are  most  critical  for  survival,  and  a 
shock  -  defibrillation  -  should  be  deliv¬ 
ered  within  just  five  minutes. 

The  American  College  of  Emergency 
Physicians  warns  that  every  minute 
without  it  decreases  the  chance  of  sur¬ 
vival.  After  10  minutes  -  less  time  than  it 
takes  most  ambulances  to  arrive  -  sur¬ 
vival  is  highly  unlikely. 

Each  day  without  warning  the  hearts 
of  more  than  930  Americans  stop  beat¬ 
ing,  according  to  American  Heart 
Association  statistics.  Every  year,  more 
than  250,000  people  die  of  sudden  car¬ 
diac  arrest  on  the  way  to  the  hospital. 
And  up  to  50,000  of  those  deaths  could 
have  been  prevented  if  defibrillators 
were  widely  available  in  public  gathering 
places  and  people 

were  trained  to  use  the  equipment. 
That’s  why  both  the  Heart  Association 
and  Red  Cross  encour  age  the  purchase 
of  defibrillators  for  places  where  crowds 
gather.  The  devices  are  portable  and 
compact  -  the  size  of  a  notebook  - 
weighing  about  five  pounds  and  costing 
around  $1,500. 

Many  churches  in  virtually  every  state 
are  heeding  that  call. 


When  Margie  Martinelli  began  work 
as  a  parish  nurse  last  fall  at  Ingomar 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Franklin 
Park,  Pa.,  one  of  her  first  priorities  was  to 
buy  an  AED. 

Regular  attendance  at  Ingomar’s 
Sunday  worship  exceeds  500,  and  the 
church  also  has  a  preschool  program  for 
400  kids.  Because  of  those  preschoolers, 
the  church  bought  an  AED  fitted  with 
extra  paddles  made  for  use  with  children. 
Even  a  little  heart  can  stop  due  to  ana¬ 
phylactic  shock  from  a  bee  sting,  a  severe 
food  allergy  or  even  a  blow  to  the  chest, 
Martinelli  said. 

“The  AED  will  read  the  heart  rhythm 
and  tell  you  whether  the  patient  requires 
a  shock,”  she  explained.  “The  machine 
walks  you  through  the  procedure.” 

With  seed  money  from  the  annual 
conference,  18  more  CenUal 
Pennsylvania  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  so  far  have  started  defibrillation 
programs.  Debbie  Karns,  chairman  of 
the  conference  health  ministries  com¬ 
mittee,  wants  an  AED  in  every  church. 

“It’s  insidious  how  heart  disease  can 
affect  the  young  as  well  as  older  people ... 
with  no  signs  or  symptoms,”  she  said. 

Lois  Slocum,  parish  nurse  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bethel  Park, 
Pa.,  agrees.  Her  church  has  more  than 
3,500  members  and  a  schedule  packed 
with  classes,  a  food  ministry,  adult  day 
care  and  many  other  programs.  Slocum 
saw  to  the  purchase  of  an  AED  a  little 
more  than  two  years  ago,  installing  it  at 
the  back  of  the  sanctuary.  Now  21  mem¬ 
bers,  including  ushers  for  all  services, 
have  been  trained  to  use  it. 

“With  so  many  people  coming 
through  our  door,  I  felt  it  was  essential,” 
she  said.  “The  biggest  challenge  is  keep¬ 
ing  people  trained,”  she  added.  Red 
Cross  certification  must  be  renewed 
every  two  years,  so  the  church  is  provid¬ 
ing  a  refresher  session  each  year. 

All  50  states  have  defibrillator  laws  or 
regulations,  and  efforts  are  under  way  in 
many  to  include  defibrillators  in  Good 
Samaritan  laws.  That  would  ensure  that  a 
responder  could  not  be  sued  if  he  or  she 
tried  in  good  faith  to  save  the  victim’s  life 
and  something  went  wrong. 

Helen  McKnight’s  close  call  with  sud¬ 
den  cardiac  arrest  made  her  a  firm 
believer  in  defibrillators. 

Almost  immediately  after  she 
regained  consciousness  in  the  hospital 
last  summer  and  learned  what  had  hap¬ 
pened,  she  wrote  a  check  for  the  church 
to  buy  one  more  defibrillator. 


Next  Discerner's  Academy  set  for  Jan.  in  Shreveport 


Discerning  a  call  to  ministry?  Do  we 
have  an  experience  for  you!  Our  next 
Discerners  Academy  Road  Retreat  will 
be  January  7-9,  2005,  to  Grace  Comm¬ 
unity  UMC  in  Shreveport,  Louisiana. 

The  retreat  will  focus  on  “connecting 
with  new  visions  and  models  for  trans¬ 
formational  ministry  in  the  church.” 

Staff  for  the  retreat  will  include  ministers 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  Bishop 


William  Hutcfunson,  and  representa¬ 
tives  from  various  seminaries. 

Cost  is  $25  with  transportation  being 
provided  from  Baton  Rouge  and 
Alexandria. 

The  registration  deadline  in 
December  22,  2004.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Carole  Cotton  Winn  at 
(985)  639-9531  or  email: 
cottonwinn@bellsouth.net. 


Did  you 

Editor’s  Note:  This  column  will 
appear  montly  as  an  informational 
feature  from  the  Office  of  Christian 
Eductation. 

Did  you  know. .  .the  Christian  year 
is  based  on  liturgical  seasons  and 
these  seasons  follow  the  life  of  Jesus? 
The  Cliristian  year  begins  with  the 
season  of  Advent.  Advent  begins  four 
Sundays  before  Christmas  and  ends 
at  sundown  on  Christmas  Eve. 

Advent  comes  from  the  Latin  word 
which  means  “coming.”  It  is  a  time 
when  we  prepare  and  get  ready  for 
the  coming  of  Jesus.  Read  the 
Scripture  stories  in  Luke  1:26-38  (the 
Annunciation  of  Mary),  Matthew 
1:18-25  (Joseph  Hears  the  News), 

Luke  1:39-56  (Mary  and  Elizabeth), 
Luke  2:1-7  (Journey  to  Bethlehem.)  In 
some  churches,  purple  is  the  color 
used  to  represent  Advent.  Purple 
reminds  us  of  royalty  and  to  prepare 
by  focusing  on  things  we  have  done 
wrong  and  then  repenting  or  turning 
our  lives  around  and  changing.  Other 
churches  choose  the  color  of  blue  for 
Advent.  Blue  reminds  us  of  hope  in 
that  “Jesus  is  the  hope  of  the  world.” 

The  Christmas  season  begins  at 
sundown  on  Christmas  Eve  and  lasts 
for  twelve  days.  It  is  during  this  time 
that  we  celebrate  the  birth  of  Jesus. 
Read  the  Scripture  lesson  found  in 


know.... 

Luke  2:8-20  (Shepherds)  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  White  is  the 
color  associated  with  Christmas. 
White  reminds  us  that  Christmas  is  a 
special  time  because  it  symbolizes 
purity  and  holiness. 

The  Day  of  Epiphany  is  January 
6th.  Tlris  day  is  celebrated  in  the 
church  year  as  the  day  the  magi,  or 
wise  men  or  kings,  came  from  far¬ 
away  to  visit  Jesus.  We  remember 
how  they  knelt  down  and  worsliipped 
Jesus  and  brought  him  gifts  because 
Jesus  is  God’s  gift  for  the  whole  world. 
We  think  of  light  during  Epiphany, 
remembering  they  followed  a  bright 
star  and  that  “Jesus  is  the  light  of  the 
world.”  Read  the  Scripture  lesson 
found  in  Matthew  2:1-12  (Wise  Men). 
White  is  the  color  used  on  the  Day  of 
Epiphany  or  the  Sunday  closest  to  it 
for  the  same  reasons  mention  previ¬ 
ously  that  white  is  used  in  Christmas. 
The  color  for  the  Season  After 
Epiphany  is  green.  Green  reminds  us 
of  growth  (think  about  the  growth  of 
bright  green  grass  in  the  spring)  and 
because  of  this,  reminds  us  of  how 
spring  comes  after  winter,  life  comes 
after  death,  and  or  our  own  growth  as 
Christians.  Most  Christians  use  a  star 
as  the  symbol  for  Epiphany,  remind¬ 
ing  us  of  the  star  that  was  followed 
and  the  light  that  Jesus  brings  the 
world. 


Gammon  seeks  prospective  seminarians  for  event 


Gammon  Theological  Seminary’s 
2005  Conference  on  Ministry  will  be 
held  Feb.  16-18  in  Atlanta. 

The  seminary  is  requesting  assistance 
in  identifying  United  Methodist 
prospective  seminarians  to  invite  to  this 


conference.  Please  send  names,  address¬ 
es  and  telephone  numbers  of  persons 
who  maybe  benefit  from  this  enlistment 
event.  Send  the  information  to  Madelyn 
Greene,  Gammon  Theological  Seminary, 
653  Beckwith  St.,  SW,  Atlanta  30314. 
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team  that  is  working  on  designing  that 
approach  for  funding.” 

In  2000,  the  committee’s  predecessor 
task  force  set  a  12-year  time  frame  for  the 
planning  and  other  work  necessary  for 
permanent  funding.  However,  that  does¬ 
n’t  mean  the  permanent  funding  will  be 
in  place  by  2012,  board  officials  said. 

Not  all  of  the  central  conferences  are 
in  dire  straits.  The  Northern  Europe 
Conference,  for  example,  is  affluent,  and 
its  annual  conferences  have  strong  pen¬ 
sion  systems. 

The  Rev.  Vidar  Sten  Bjerkseth,  a  board 
member  from  Norway,  said  he  would 
seek  support  for  the  pension  initiative 


when  he  returns  home  to  his  annual 
conference,  and  he  would  contact  neigh¬ 
boring  conferences  about  providing  sup¬ 
port  too. 

“It  is  necessary  for  the  rich  annual 
conferences  in  the  central  conferences  in 
Europe  to  get  a  lot  of  information  about 
this  work  and  also  see  if  they  have  possi¬ 
bilities  to  give  contributions  to  raise  the 
funding  of  this  central  conference  pen¬ 
sion  plan,”  he  said.  If  those  annual  con¬ 
ferences  start  giving  their  contributions 
from  the  Publishing  House,  “that  would 
be  a  good  start.” 

More  information  about  the  initiative 
can  be  found  at  www.gbophb.org  online. 
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Just  in  time  for  Christmas 

Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  top  at  left,  leads  one  of  the  blessings  of  the  homes  during  a 
ceremony  celebrating  the  completion  of  five  new  Habitat  for  Humanity  houses  in 
the  Crosscreek  subdivision  in  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Bob  Burgess,  top,  center,  and 
Dr.  John  Goodwin  of  Broadmoor  Baptist  Church  join  in  the  blessing.  United 
Methodist  churches  from  throughout  the  district  participated  in  the  build. 
Broadmoor  UMC  member  and  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Habitat  for 
Humanity's  Baton  Rouge  organization,  Freda  Montgomery,  middle,  at  right,  intro¬ 
duces  the  families  who  received  the  homes.  First  UMC  member  and  volunteer 
Russell  Whitehead  and  his  son,  Andrew,  present  homeowner,  Stacy  Dorsey,  and 
her  family  with  a  Bible,  above.  More  than  a  hundred  people  attended  the  cere¬ 
mony  Dec.  5.  Photos  by  Joshua  Lewis. 


Louisiana  Conference 
Clergy  Days  2005-2006 

All  Louisiana  Conference  clergy  are  invited  to  be  a  part  of  a  four-part 
continuing  education  event.The  first  part  of  the  initiative  is: 

"Discovering  What's  Going  On  Our  There"  (and  in  here) 
Jan.  28, 2005, 9  a.m.-l  p.m. 

La.  Conference  Center  in  Woodworth 
$30  per  participant  (includes  lunch) 

The  purpose  of  Clergy  Days  is  to  support  pastoral  leaders  and  equip 
them  for  leading  in  new  circumstances  and  for  leading  in  particular 
ways  as  leaders  transform  their  congregations  into  missional  communi¬ 
ties. 

This  series  of  transformational  leadership  workshops  will  develop 
increased  practical  skills  and  offer  theological  foundations  for  forming 
congregations  into  more  fathful  missional  communities. 

Each  session  is  .3  CEU's.  Sessions  1 , 3  and  4  will  be  held  at  the  La. 
Conference  Center  in  Woodworth.  Session  2,  to  be  held  July  1 5, 2005, 
will  be  held  at  First  UMC  in  Alexandria.  More  information  will  follow  on 
the  final  three  workshops  in  the  coming  months. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  register  for  this  exciting  educational 
event,  contact  Rev.  Steve  Stephens,  conference  director  of  Church 
Extension  and  Transformation,  at  (225)  346-1646. 


Year-End  Gift  Planning 


Gifts  made  by  December  31 
qualify  for  a  tax  deduction 


End  of  the  Year  G if  ^ 

Give  Cash — Deduct  up  to  50%  of  your  adjusted 
gross  income  ( AGI)  in  the  year  of  the  donation 
with  cash  gifts. 


■  Save  More — Gifts  of  qualified  appreciated  assets 
help  you  avoid  capital  gains  tax,  while  also 
resulting  in  a  charitable  deduction,  (limitations  apply) 

■  Set  up  a  Lifetime  Stream  of  Payments — A 
charitable  gift  annuity  provides  you  with  income 
for  life  ana a  gift  for  your  United  Methodist 
Church  later. 


■  Use  Life  Insurance — Add  the  church  as  a 
benef  iciary  or  give  them  an  old  policy  you  no 
longer  need. 

■  Give  Real  Estate  -  End  bothersome  rental  property 
management  and  avoid  recapture  of  depreciation 
you  have  taken. 

Always  consult  your  prof essional  advisor  before  making  important  financial  decisions 

For  more  information  on  this  and  other 
creative  ways  to  give  at  year-end,  contact: 

8337  Jefferson  Highway 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
225.346.1535 

www.umf.org 


As 

>Uf 


UNITED  METHODIST 

Foundation 

of  Louisiana - 


Editor’s  note.  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  La.  Now!  devot¬ 
ed  to  telling  the  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission  -  volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping 
others,  here  at  home  and  around  the 
world. 
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Mission  Possible 


Residents  of  an  orphanage  in  Russia  do  knitting  to  raise  money  for  their 
needs,  above.  LAVIM  volunteers  work  with  the  orphanage  as  part  of  their 
mission  to  the  Ekaterinburg  church.  Louisiana  delegates  to  the  recent 
Russia  Initiative  Consultation  XI  were:  Karen  Batchelor  -  St  Luke-Simpson, 
Lake  Charles;  Nancy  Coghill  -  Asbury,  Lafayette;  Mickey  Shannon  - 
University  UMC,  Lake  Charles;  David  Conner  -  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles; 
Bob  Shannon  -  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles;  Larry  Norman  -  LAVIM  direc¬ 
tor;  Doug  Cain  -  First  UMC,  Natchitoches;  James  Gilliespie  -  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Shreveport;  Don  Ross  -  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria;  Elaine 
Foreman  -  Asbury,  Lafayette.  Russian  (Ekaterinburg)  guests  were:  Natalia 
Begunova,TatianaTomach,Olga  Cozuba,  and  Galina  Dracheva. 


LAVIM  volunteers  help  out 
in  Ekaterinburg,  Moscow 

BY  BETTY  BACKSTR0M 
EDITOR 

When  James  Gillespie  and  a  group  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  attended  the 
Russia  Initiative  Consultation  XI  in  Houston 
last  month  they  were  surrounded  by  hun¬ 
dreds  of  volunteers  who  shared  success  sto¬ 
ries  of  mission  in  Russia. 

"It  was  inspiring  to  hear  about  the  church¬ 
es  and  share  our  own  stories  about 
Ekaterinburg  with  the  hundreds  of  people 
who  had  gathered  to  celebrate  the  growth  of 
United  Methodism  throughout  the  country,” 
said  Gillespie,  a  member  of  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 

Eleven  participants  from  Louisiana  were 
joined  at  the  consultation  by  four  persons 
from  First  UMC  in  Ekaterinburg,  including 
Rev.  Olga  Kotsuba. 

“Through  our  time  together,  we  were  able 
to  visit  with  other  churches  throughout  the 
United  States  that  are  in  mission  in  Russia. 

We  talked  about  what  works  and  what  does¬ 
n’t  work.  We  all  expressed  concern  over  the 
changing  political  climate  and  how  it  is 
affecting  the  freedoms  of  the  church. 
President  Vladimir  Putin  is  becoming  more 
restrictive  about  Russian  privileges,  and  is 
appointing  governors  rather  than  allowing 
elections.  In  Ekaterinburg,  city  officials  often 
make  things  difficult  for  the  church,”  said 
Gillespie. 

Additional  problems  are  created  by  the 
Russian  "mafia.”  “On  our  visit  to 
Ekaterinburg  last  June,  we  discovered  that 
this  group  had  broken  a  window  in  the 
church.  They  see  the  church  gaining  strength 
throughout  Russia,  and  they  are  trying  to 
suppress  it  by  making  life  difficult,”  he 
added. 

Ironically,  United  Methodists  are  mistreat¬ 
ed  by  the  orthodox  church  in  Russia.  “A 
group  once  picketed  our  church.  I  think  that 
some  of  them  feel  threatened  by  the  growth 

See  Russia,  page  7 


LAVIM  medical  missions  expanding  beyond  Mexico  in  2005-06 


BY  LARRY  NORMAN 
DIRECTOR,  LAVIM 

Interest  in  medical  missions  among 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  and  the 
many  volunteers  that  IAVIM  serves  from 
other  denominations  and  outside  our 
state  is  at  an  all  time  high.  In  2004 
alone,  over  thirty- five  medial  teams  were 
formed.  Many  of  these  teams  traveled  to 
Reynosa,  Mexico  where  LAVIM  has 


established  a  long-term  relationship 
with  the  San  Pablo  District,  Willie 
Berman,  UMV1M  Director  for  Mexico.  In 
2004  and  in  the  past,  IAVIM  medical 
teams  have  traveled  to  Haiti,  Bolivia, 
Venezuela  and  Honduras. 

With  new  restrictions  on  team  size  in 
place  in  Mexico,  we  want  to  continue  to 
encourage  new  team  dates  to  Mexico 
but  also  want  to  outline  opportunities  in 


other  locations.  Schedules  for  these 
locations  typically  are  longer  in  duration 
than  our  MiniMedical  teams.  Travel 
demands;  in  both  round  trip  flights  and 
in  country,  and  costs  equal  the  need  to 
stay  abroad  longer.  And,  where  there  is 
much  need,  there  is  much  work  to  be 
done. 

See  Medical  Missions,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Olla  and  the  Rest  of  the  World 


The  first  thing  we  saw  when  we 
approached  Olla,  Louisiana  a  couple 
of  weeks  ago  were  a  few  broken  trees. 

It  was  obvious  there  had  been  some 
wind.  Then  we  rounded  the  comer 
and  headed  toward  the  church  and 
major  destruction  was  visible.  Three 
homes  directly  across  from  the  Olla 
United  Methodist  Church  were  with¬ 
out  roofs,  curtains  flapped  through 
non-existent  windows,  a  lone  shirt 
hung  in  the  closet  of  a  destroyed  bed¬ 
room,  and  devastation  was  every¬ 
where. 

We  went  directly  to  the  parsonage 
and  were  met  by  Curtis  Carroll  who 
ushered  us  inside  his  home  and 
showed  us  the  destroyed  room  that 
had  a  tree  limb  propelled  through  it. 
Then  he  told  the  story  of  the  inde¬ 
scribable  wind,  the  house  filling  with 
swirling  leaves,  the  deluge  of  rain,  and 
the  night  of  horror  as  he  and  others 
surveyed  the  damage  of  nature  and 
provided  for  one  another  a  place  of 
shelter  from  the  elements. 

We  then  walked  out  the  back  door 
of  the  parsonage  and  into  the  church 
next  door.  We  were  met  with  mined 
pews,  waterlogged  paraments  and 
hymnals  and  bibles,  and  a  torqued 
building  that  possibly  cannot  be 
repaired.  The  Sunday  School  wing 
fared  a  little  better.  All  ceiling  tiles 
were  removed,  structural  damage  to 
the  roof  was  underway  and  a  glimmer 
of  hope  for  restoration  was  evident. 

For  now,  the  Olla  congregation  is 
worshiping  with  their  sister  church  on 
the  charge,  Urania.  It  will  be  a  blessed 
Christmas  for  them  in  many  ways.  No 
one  was  killed  or  seriously  injured  in 
the  Olla  fellowship.  But  it  will  be  sad 
in  another  way  -  their  beloved  worship 
space  is  in  shambles  and  they  must 
wait  for  assessment  before  they  can 
begin  to  rebuild  or  recover. 

We  in  Louisiana  were  spared  the 
wreckage  caused  by  major  hurricanes 
this  year.  But  we  didn’t  dodge  the  bul¬ 
let  when  the  tornado  moved  through 
central  Louisiana  in  late  November. 
Olla  has  asked  for  help.  FEMA  may 
not  be  able  to  be  involved  in  this  disas¬ 
ter.  It  isn’t  extensive  enough  to  meet 


their  criteria  1 
understand.  But  it 
is  extensive  enough 
to  meet  the  criteria 
ofVolunteers  in 
Mission.  You  and  I 
can  be  of  help  in 
providing  some 
mission  teams  to 
go  there  and  do 
some  basic  work  of 
cleaning  up,  repairing  what  we  can, 
and  helping  set  things  back  in  order. 

In  this  issue  of  Louisiana  Now!  you 
will  see  the  many  opportunities  pro¬ 
vided  for  us  to  be  in  mission  to  a 
needy  and  hurting  world.  Some  of 
these  projects  are  far  away.  Others  are 
near  at  hand  -  even  in  Olla,  Louisiana. 
Mission  can  be  across  the  street  or 
across  the  world.  Anywhere  people  are 
in  need,  there  mission  exists. 

I  encourage  you  to  read  this  issue 
carefully.  I  also  encourage  you  to  seek 
to  be  part  of  one  of  these  ways  of 
expressing  love  and  care  to  God’s  peo¬ 
ple.  I  will  be  in  mission  on  one  or  two 
of  these  teams  myself  -  especially  the 
missions  involved  with  a  new  thrust 
that  is  the  continuation  of  the  empha¬ 
sis  on  Children  and  Poverty  -  a  thrust 
we  are  calling  “Our  Kids.”  You  will  read 
of  this  emphasis  elsewhere  in  this  edi¬ 
tion.  It  is  a  way  we  can  make  a  long¬ 
term  impact  in  the  lives  of  those  who 
are  surrounded  by  dire  poverty. 

When  I  consider  my  blessings  this 
Christmas,  I  can’t  help  but  be  haunted 
by  the  faces  of  those  whom  I  see  daily 
who  barely  have  enough  to  live  even  a 
meager  existence.  I  can’t  change  the 
world  all  at  once,  but  I  can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  one  situation  at  a  time.  I 
invite  you  to  join  me  in  this  way  of 
being  God’s  ambassadors  to  God’s 
world.  Join  a  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  and  your  life  and  how  you  prac¬ 
tice  and  understand  your  faith  will 
never  be  the  same  again.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  energizing  and  blessed 
aspects  of  the  Journey. 

Christmas  peace  to  all, 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Richardson  appointed  to  Disaster  Response 


Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge 
District,  has  been  appointed  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  Disaster  Response.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  and  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  have  been  in  tire 
process  of  creating  this  position  during 
this  past  year  as  a  way  to  better  prepare 
our  churches  for  our  all  too  frequent 
natural  catastrophes. 

Richardson  will  assist  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  training  phases  of  a  Disaster 
Response  Plan  for  the  Louisiana 


Conference.  He  will  work  with  Rev.  Sue 
Pugh,  the  chair  of  the  Conference 
Disaster  Response  Committee,  and  the 
members  of  the  committee.  The  posi¬ 
tion  will  be  effective  as  of  Jan.  1 ,  2005 
and  will  end  on  June  1,  2005. 

The  goal  of  the  project  is  to  develop  a 
plan  of  response  to  disasters,  which  may 
occur  in  the  state  of  Louisiana.  The 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
and  other  sister  agencies  of  response 
will  assist  as  resource  partners  in  this 
project. 


Administrative  Assistant  sought  for  position 


The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness  and  The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  Administrative  Assistant.  The 
office  space  for  the  position  is  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Office 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  gifts  and  skills  needed  for  this 
ministry  position  include:  computer, 
brochure  design,  clerical,  hospitality, 
publicity,  creativity,  and  other  admin¬ 


istrative  work  for  the  ministries  of 
The  Center  and  The  Academy. 

The  position  will  be  available  early 
February  2005,  so  please  apply  as 
soon  as  possible. 

To  apply,  mail  resumes  to:  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  and  Rev.  Craig 
Gilliam  at  101  Byron  Court,  Slidell,  LA 
70461.  For  more  information,  please 
call  Carole  at  (504)  639-9531  or  Craig 
at  (504)  393-0309. 


Ask  and  you  shall  receive! 

If  you  want  the  latest  news,  opportunities,  and  witness  in 
Louisiana  United  Methodism,  just  ask  for  La.  NOW!  and  you 
will  receive  it.  If  you  already  subscribe,  pass  the  form  along 
to  a  friend  and  spread  the  Good  News! 
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Bishop  William  and  Kay  Hutchinson  led  members  of  a  recent  delegation  to  Dulac  as  part 
of  LAVIM's  'Our  Kids'  initiative. 


'Our  Kids' focuses  on 


An  exciting  new  task  group  will  be  at 
work  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  over  the  next  four  years. 

“Our  Kids,”  a  task  group  inspired  by  the 
Bishops’  Initiative  on  Children  and 
Poverty,  will  work  in  partnership  with 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  to  con¬ 
tinue  and  broaden  the  good  work 
accomplished  by  the  initiative. 

"The  task  group  is  addressing  issues 
of  poverty  among  children  in  Louisiana 
by  targeting  specific  geographical  areas, 
assessing  needs  and  formulating  pilot 
programs  which  can  be  duplicated  in 
various  areas  of  the  state,”  said  Rev. 
Nancy  Wofford,  “Our  Kids”  task  group 
member. 

She  added  that  the  group  is  drawing 
from  information  and  the  enthusiasm 
generated  by  the  bishops’  initiative, 
which  was  reaffirmed  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

“Most  mission  teams  attempt  to  meet 
specific  need  identified  by  the  mission¬ 
ary  or  mission  agencies  in  place  in  an 
area.  Here,  the  task  group  will  work  to 
develop  programs  that  will  change  core 
problems  caused  by  identified  needs,” 
said  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission. 

The  “Our  Kids”  task  group  will  target 


children  in  poverty 

needs  in  rural,  urban  and  culturally 
diverse  settings. 

“A  big  part  of  our  work  will  include 
fact  finding,  learning  more  about  specif¬ 
ic  legislative  needs,  health  care  issues, 
environmental  issues,  and  educational 
and  literacy  problems.  We  will  work  with 
existing  programs  in  churches,  promote 
cooperative  church  relationships,  and 
do  our  best  to  be  sure  that  whatever  is 
initiated  as  a  conference  doesn’t  die  on 
the  vine,”  said  Wofford. 

The  task  group  began  its  work  with  a 
scouting  mission  to  Dulac  Dec.  16.  The 
team  will  sponsor  conference-wide  adult 
mission  teams  for  the  next  three  years, 
followed  by  a  family  LAVIM  team  that 
following  summer.  Including  Dulac  in 
2005-06,  the  missions  will  serve  Shalom 
Zones  in  New  Orleans  from  2006-07,  and 
the  Delta  region  from  2007-08. 

“Our  biggest  goal  is  to  create  pilot 
programs  which  can  be  easily  duplicat¬ 
ed  throughout  the  state.  Think  what  we 
can  do  through  this  effort!  Our  power  as 
a  connectional  denomination  is  end¬ 
less,”  said  Wofford.  "Through  these 
efforts,  we  can  teach  our  congregations 
how  to  address  systemic  issues  in  a  posi¬ 
tive  way  for  the  promotion  of  social 
transformation.” 


Dr.  Jim  Corbet  and  LAVIM  Director  Larry  Norman  have  a  look  at  the  new  portable 
dental  unit  that  will  aid  teams  on  dental  missions. 

LAVIM  acquires  portable  dental  unit 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
recently  purchased  a  portable  dental 
unit  with  a  compressor  for  use  dur¬ 
ing  team  missions. 

The  unit  is  equipped  with  a  self- 
contained  low  evacuation  and  water 
system.  It  comes  mounted  on  a  fold- 
away  tripod  with  a  soft  carrying  case, 
and  weighs  only  eight  pounds. 

Before  having  this  dental  unit, 
volunteer  dentists  were  limited  to 
performing  exams  and  basic  extrac¬ 
tions.  This  equipment  gives  volun¬ 
teers  the  ability  to  do  more  compli¬ 


cated  extractions,  sealants,  restora¬ 
tions  or  fillings,  cleanings  and  more. 
The  unit  is  available  through  the 
offices  of  Dr.  James  Corbet,  DDS  in 
Baton  Rouge.  He  can  be  reached  at 
(225) 927-8663. 

Team  leaders  should  direct  volun¬ 
teer  dentists  to  Dr.  Corbet  for 
instruction,  check  out  and  return 
procedures. 

A  deposit  is  necessary.  An  addi¬ 
tional  portable  unit  and  dental  hand 
tools  will  be  available  in  the  near 
future. 


Medical  Missions,  from  page  7 


LAVIM  invites  your  team  to  consider 
these  destinations  for  your  next  team: 

HONDURAS  -  Physicians,  dentists, 
pharmacists,  therapists,  opticians  and 
all  other  health  care  workers  and  educa¬ 
tors  are  needed.  Medical  professionals 
must  be  registered  with  the  Honduran 
government,  so  advance  notice  and 
preparation  are  necessary  for  scheduling 
a  team.  Parasitic  and  respiratory  illness¬ 
es  are  found  in  almost  50%  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  Medicines  can  be  transported  to 
Honduras  and  a  pharmacology  is  avail¬ 
able.  Teams  should  number  12-14  vol¬ 
unteers. 

VENEZUELA  -  LAVIM  works  with  El 
Renuvo  Ministries  in  Maripa.  Medical 
teams  travel  the  Curas  River,  tributary  of 
the  Amazon,  upriver  for  14  hours  and 
then  4  days  downriver  stopping  at 
indigenous  villages  for  mobile  clinics. 
Strong  attention  is  given  to  vaccines  as 
well  as  basic  exams  and  care.  All  areas 
of  medical  care  are  needed  as  well  as 
educational  efforts.  Teams  are  limited  to 
10-12  persons  due  to  the  size  of  the 
boat. 

Donated  medicines  can  be  taken  but 
vaccines  are  purchased  in  country. 
Lodging  is  primitive  and  volunteers 
must  master  the  art  of  sleeping  in  a 
hammock! 


INDIA  -  February  17-March  4,  2006, 
LAVIM  will  travel  to  the  Clara  Swain 
Hospital  in  Bareilly  in  North  India  the 
oldest  hospital  for  women  and  children 
in  Asia.  All  areas  of  medicine  are  need¬ 
ed:  pediatricians  and  gynecologists  as 
well  as  general  medical  professionals  are 
needed.  LAVIM  will  share  this  team  with 
Hurst  Texas  FUMC.  Participation  will  be 
limited. 

BOLIVIA  -  Mobile  clinics  can  be 
arranged  for  areas  around  Cochabamba 
and  LaPaz,  Bolivia.  Teams  will  transport 
medicines  according  to  a  local  formula¬ 
ry.  Clinics  are  often  based  in  remote 
government  run  clinics  located  in  the 
Alta  Plano,  working  alongside  communi¬ 
ty  nurses.  Smaller  mobile  clinics  are 
often  scheduled  for  one  -  three  days 
from  these  bases  to  indigenous  commu¬ 
nities. 

CAMBODIA  -  Clinics  are  scheduled 
in  inner-city  slums  and  near  the  trash 
dump  in  Phnom  Pen.  Attention  is  given 
to  a  UM  homeless  shelter  for  children. 
All  areas  of  medicine  are  needed. 

Other  opportunities  can  be  devel¬ 
oped  for  Zimbabwe,  Cameroon,  Senegal, 
South  Africa,  Haiti,  Guatemala,  among 
others,  upon  request.  Please  call  the 
LAVIM  offices,  Larry  D.  Norman, 
Director  for  more  information. 
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Mini-Medical  and  Construction 
teams  to  see  changes  for  2005 


In  2005,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will  send  three 
mission  teams  to  Balfour,  South  Africa,  where  they  will  replace  the  existing  sanc¬ 
tuary,  top.  Volunteers  from  La. Tech  Wesley  Foundation  work  on  a  similar  sanctu¬ 
ary  they  built  in  2003  for  Amsterdam  Methodist  Church. 

Team  to  build  South  African  church 


Five  years  ago,  a  relationship 
between  the  church  in  South  Africa 
and  the  La.  United  Methodist 
Conference  began.  Through  those 
initial  efforts,  a  bond  has  been 
forged  that  continues  to  strengthen 
with  every  LAVIM  mission  to  the 
country. 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  traveled  to 
South  Africa  to  prepare  ministers  to 
work  with  teams  from  our  country. 
Since  that  time,  four  missions  have 
taken  place  in  the  region.  Two  of  the 
teams  were  comprised  of  Louisiana 
Tech  students,  one  team  was  led  by 
Doris  LeBlanc,  and  a  fourth  team 
was  led  by  Jon  and  Lisa  Lord,  who 
now  serve  a  Methodist  church  in 
Johannesburg. 

Tlirough  the  Individual  Volunteer 
Program  offered  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministry,  Louisiana 
native  Diane  Wilkinson  will  serve  for 
six  months  in  Durbin,  South  Africa. 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will  also  pro¬ 
vide  a  strong  presence  in  South 
Africa  by  sending  three  mission 
teams  to  Balfour  in  2005. 

The  teams,  which  will  serve  in 
July  and  September,  plan  to  work  on 
the  construction  of  a  new  church, 
estimated  to  cost  $25,000. 

Broadmoor  UMC  plans  to  raise  a 
total  of  $50,000  in  the  first  50  days  of 


2005  in  celebration  of  their  50th 
anniversary.  The  money  will  cover 
the  cost  of  the  new  church  in 
Balfour;  partial  salary  support  for 
Cambodian  missionary  Esther 
Gitibou;  a  new  sanctuary  for  St. 

Paul’s  UMC  in  Ethel,  La.;  a  worship 
trailer  (portable  sacred  space)  for 
nursing  home  services,  youth 
retreats,  etc.;  and  50  chalices  and 
places  which  will  be  carried  to  all 
corners  of  the  globe,  including  South 
Africa.  When  the  Finance  Ministry 
Team  at  Broadmoor  UMC  approved 
the  raising  of  $50,000  in  50  days, 
Richard  Bosart,  VIM  coordinator  for 
South  Africa,  was  notified.  Not  only 
was  he  delighted,  he  asked  if  a  pre¬ 
liminary  payment  of  $4,000  could  be 
sent  sometime  in  January. 

“When  I  went  to  check  my  mail¬ 
box  that  same  day,  there  was  a  check 
for  $4,000  from  a  member  of  the 
Finance  Ministry  Team. 

In  the  memo  it  said  ‘50K  in  50 
days.’  Before  the  need  had  even 
been  verbalized  to  a  single  person  of 
the  congregation,  it  had  been  met. 
Surely  God  is  saying,  ‘I  will  meet  all 
of  the  needs  for  these  projects,  just 
trust  in  Me,’”  said  Rev.  Amy  Mercer, 
minister  of  Disciple  and  Missions  for 
Broadmoor  UMC. 

Van  Stinson  of  First  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  also  lead  a  mission 
to  South  Africa  March  3-17,  2005. 


During  the  past  four  years  Reynosa 
MiniMedical  and  Construction  teams 
have  been  one  of  the  most  popular 
efforts  of  LAVIM.  LAVIM  works  through 
the  San  Pablo  District  of  the  Mexican 
Methodist  Church  and  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Willie  Berman,  Mexico  UMVIM 
Coordinator. 

Berman’s  able  encouragement  and 
passion  for  his  people  along  the 
US/ Mexican  border  across  from 
McAllen,  Texas,  and  Louisiana 
Methodist’s  dedication  to  helping  others 
contributed  to  a  successful  thirty-five 
teams  in  2005.  Volunteers  on  those 
teams  have  numbered  just  over  twelve 
to  almost  forty  per  team.  Louisiana’s 
enthusiasm  has  been  commendable, 
and  growing  numbers  have  created  the 
need  for  new  approaches  to  ministry  in 
Mexico. 

Beginning  in  January,  Berman  and 
San  Pablo  have  asked  that 
MiniMedical/Construction  teams  not 
number  more  than  twenty-four  persons 
per  team.  Difficulties  in  housing  at 
Pueblo  de  Dios,  headquarters  in 
Reynosa,  and  in-country  transportation 
make  larger  teams  too  great  a  burden  on 
Berman’s  mission  staff  in  Mexico.  Larger 
teams  also  create  problems  in  air  trans¬ 
portation  here  in  Louisiana  as  many 
flights  use  smaller,  regional  jets.  Teams 
of  less  than  twenty- four  will  eliminate 
the  need  for  several  flight  schedules  for 
some  teams. 

Twenty- four  teams  per  year  in  the  city 
of  Reynosa  have  proven  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  colonia’s  (neighborhoods) 
as  well.  Therefore,  only  two  teams  per 
month  will  be  assigned  to  Reynosa. 
Numerous  other  teams  may  be  sched¬ 
uled  to  the  border  area  but  these  teams 
will  be  assigned  to  other  needy  areas 
such  as  Carbonaras,  Nuevo  Progresso, 
Rio  Bravo,  Matamoras,  Valle  Hermosa 
and  other  areas  selected  by  Berman  and 
San  Pablo’s  priority  listing  of  needs. 
LAVIM  will  continue  to  invite  you  to 
schedule  additional  LAVIM  medical  and 
construction  teams  to  Mexico  but  some 
will  be  assigned  to  these  new  areas,  not 
the  city  of  Reynosa.  New  adventures 
and  new  possibilities! 

Additionally,  new  concerns  regarding 


transport  of  medicines  across  the  border 
have  arisen.  In  consultation  with  San 
Pablo,  Willie  Berman  and  border  author¬ 
ities,  LAVIM  is  now  requesting  each 
team  to  contribute  $100  per  team  mem¬ 
ber  for  materials  and  medicines  for  their 
teams.  In  the  past,  each  construction 
team  has  contributed  $1200  for  building 
materials  and  carried  donated  medi¬ 
cines  as  well  as  $300-500  in  reserve  to 
stock  the  pharmacy.  This  request  is  no 
longer  valid.  In  the  future,  each  $100 
given  by  construction  team  members 
will  go  for  materials;  each  $100  given  by 
medical  team  members  will  purchase 
medicines  to  restock  the  pharmacy.  As 
in  the  past,  with  construction  monies 
only,  now  both  construction  and  phar¬ 
macy  donations  should  be  sent  to  the 
LAVIM  offices  at  least  three  weeks  prior 
to  departure  of  the  team.  The  donations 
will  be  wired  to  San  Pablo  and  supplies 
purchased  and  on  hand  when  the  team 
arrives. 

Teams  may  still  transport  vitamins 
across  the  border  and  there  is  much 
need.  Volunteers  should  seek  donations 
of  pre-natal,  children’s  and  adult  vita¬ 
mins  for  their  mission  to  Mexico. 

As  LAVIM’s  ministry  and  mission 
continue  to  grow  in  Mexico,  your  adher¬ 
ence  to  these  new  developments  is 
appreciated.  There  are  two  exciting 
solutions  should  volunteers  number 
more  than  twenty-four:  LAVIM  can 
schedule  any  number  of  teams  to 
Mexico  and  your  group  may  want  to 
schedule  several  dates,  giving  team 
members  other  options  for  their  calen¬ 
dars.  The  mission  dates  may  also  be 
assigned  to  different  mission  destina¬ 
tions.  Variety  is  the  spice  of  life! 

Or,  you  may  also  want  to  consider 
sending  multiple  medical  or  construc¬ 
tion  teams  to  other  locations  entirely. 
You  will  find  additional  options  for  med¬ 
ical  teams  outlined  in  another  article  in 
this  issue  of  the  LANOW 

John  Wesley  reminds  us  “the  world  is 
our  parish.”  Louisiana  Methodists  have 
made  this  their  motto  and  LAVIM  is 
ready  to  assist  you  in  making  your  mis¬ 
sion  calling  a  reality  and  the  world 
accessible  to  your  love  and  concern  for 
our  brothers  and  sisters  everywhere. 


Special  disaster  relief  teams  created  for  Ivan  response 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is 
offering  disaster  relief  domestically  to 
our  neighbors  in  Florida  and  Alabama 
who  were  affected  by  Hurricane  Ivan. 

Teams  will  be  involved  in  cleanup, 
debris  removal  and  some  rebuilding. 
Participants  will  need:  work  gloves,  stur¬ 
dy  shoes,  hand  tools,  safety  glasses,  dust 

Alabama 

January  14-16 
February  3-8 
March  28-April  1 
June  23-26 

Florida 

January  14-15 
Louisiana 
January  7-9 


masks,  crowbars,  etc. 

Those  who  can  help  with  construc¬ 
tion  should  plan  to  bring  carpentry 
tools. 

This  disaster  response  effort  is 
designed  for  any  adult  from  across  our 
conference.  Teens  16  and  older  may  join 
a  team  with  their  parent. 


Mobile  area 

James  Schiro 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Mobile  area 

John  Krause 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Mobile  area 

Heather  Haussler 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Mobile  area 

Ann  Sutton 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Pensacola 

Darrell  Guy 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Olla 

Angela  Bulhof 

Disaster  Response 
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2005  MEXfCO 

MINI-MEDICAL/CONSTRUCTION 

REYNOSA,CARBONERAS,  MATA- 

MOROS,  NUEVO  PROGRESO, 

VALLE 

HERMOSO 

DATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

January  6-9 

Bob  Marshall 

January  20-23 

Dr  Pete  Harrington 

February  3-6 

Nancy  Wofford 

February  10-13 

Judd  Hammond 

February  17-20 

Jerry  Hilbun 

February  24-27 

Suzie  Edgecomb 

March  3-6 

Tom  Dungan 

March  31 -Apr.  3 

Dan  Smith 

April  7-10 

TBA 

April  21-24 

Kathy  Sanders 

April  28-May  1 

Scott  Bullock 

May  5-8 

Gloria  Robinson 

May  19-22 

Jim  Gilbert 

May  26-29 

K.  E.  Mathew 

June  2-5 

Pat  Rice 

June  16-19 

John  Sauls 

June  30-July  3 

Tabatha  Earnhart 

July  7-10 

Anita  Smith 

July  21-24 

Mark  Schiltz 

August  4-7 

Irvin  Boudreaux 

August  18-21 

Barbara  McGill 

September  8-1 1 

Bubba  Penick 

September  15-18 

Tom  Dungan 

October  6-9 

John  Bergstedt 

October  20-23 

Asbury  UMC, 

Lafayette 

November  3-6 

Gonzales  UMC 

November  1 7-20 

Nancy  Wofford 

November  20-23 

Jim  Maker 

December  1-4 

Scott  Cagle 

Berman  outlines 
goals  for  Mexico 

BY  WILLIE  BERMAN 

VIM  COORDINATOR,  EASTERN  METHODIST 
CONFERENCE,  MEXICO 

To  be  partners. . .  so  they  don't  see  you 
only. 

Some  of  the  slogans  for  VIM  pro¬ 
grams  are  “to  show  the  Love  of  God 
through  the  work  of  our  hands” ,  “to 
make  a  Christian  difference”,  “Christian 
love  in  action” ,  etc. . .  They  are  fine,  but 
I  think  that  if  you’re  going  to  do  mission 
work  in  partnership  with  a  Church,  that 
becomes  the  second  part  of  the  correct 
sentence...  then,  it  may  read  like  this: 
“To  assist  the  local  Church  in  their  min¬ 
istries  to...  (mission  slogan)." 

More  and  more  teams  are  under¬ 
standing  this  concept  as  they  come  to 
assist  the  local  Church.  However,  some¬ 
times  a  team  goes  to  do  “mission 
work” as  their  own  mission. . .  and  the 
local  Church  where  they  are  going  to 
becomes  part  of  it.  The  host,  or  local, 
Church  doesn’t  lead  the  work,  they  end 
up  assisting  the  U.S.  teams.  So,  the 
local  people  that  the  team  is  “serving” 
does  not  see  the  local  Church  as  the  one 
that  is  approaching  them,  they  only  see 
the  "Americans,”  they  don’t  see  the  local 
Church  as  the  one  bringing  the  help  to 


2005  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Bahamas 

June  11-18 

Nassau 

Lacy  Crouch 

Construction/Education 

Cambodia 

July  10-20 

Phnom  Penh 

Jack  O'Dell 

Evangelism/Arts 

Cuba 

October  7-1 6 

Holguin 

Mark  Martin 

Construction/Education 

Guatemala 

June  25-July  3 

July  22-30 

Lemoa 

Lemoa 

John  Krause 

Ray  Stickman 

VBS/Construction 

VBS/Construction 

Guyana 

April  16-24 

Georgetown 

John  and  Donna  Bunstedt 

Construction 

Honduras 

September  2-1 1 

Sept.  30-Oct.  8 

October  8-15 

October  21-30 

Subirana 

Tegucigalpa 

Tegucigalpa 

Subirana 

Tom  Crouse 

Dean  Sawyer 

Dean  Sawyer 

Ron  Stott 

Construction 

Medical 

Construction 

Construction 

Mexico 

February  5-1 1 

March  19-25 

June  9-12 

June  20-25 

Valle  Hermosa 

Valle  Hermosa 

Matamoras 

Nuevo  Progresso 

Terry  Love 

Max  Zehner 

Tom  Dungan 

Ricky  Willis 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Russia 

June  14-25 

Summer 

Ekaterinburg 

Moscow 

James  Gillespie 

David  Conner 

Construction 

General  Mission 

South  Africa 

March  3-17 

July  14-27 

September  1-4 

Sept.  22-Oct.  2 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Johannesburg 

Van  Stinson 

Broadmoor  B.R. 

Broadmoor  B.R. 

Broadmoor  B.R. 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Construction 

Venezuela 

August  4-14 

Maripas  & 

Curas  River 

Allen  Tuten 

Medical/Construction 

West  Africa 

April  18-May  2 

Senegal 

Alonzo  Campbell 

General  Ministries 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Alabama 

January  14-16 

February  3-8 

March  28-April  1 

June  23-26 

Mobile  area 

Mobile  area 

Mobile  area 

Mobile  area 

James  Schiro 

John  Krause 

Heather  Haussler 

Ann  Sutton 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 
Hurricane  Disaster  Response 
Hurricane  Disaster  Response 
Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Alaska 

July  16-23 

July  23-31 

Douglas 

Douglas 

Allen  Tuten 

Judd  Hammond 

Construction/Repair 

Construction/Repair 

Arkansas 

March  27-30 

April  3-9 

October  23-29 

November  6-1 2 

Heifer  Project 

Perryville 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Mount  Sequoyah, 
Fayetteville 

Mount  Sequoyah, 

Rachel  Scott 

Tim  Lawson 

Allen  Tuten 

Larry  Maddin 

Service/Learning 

Construction/Repair 

Construction/Repair 

Construction/Repair 

Fayetteville 


Florida 

January  14-15 

Gonzales 

Darrell  Guy 

Hurricane  Disaster  Response 

Kentucky 

July  17-22 

Red  Bird  Mission 

Steve  Porter 

Construction/Repair 

Beverly,  KY 

Red  Bird  Mission 

Wybra  Price 

Construction/Repair 

September  24-Oct.  1 

Beverly,  KY 

Louisiana 

January  7-9 

Ol  la 

Angela  Bulhof 

Disaster  Response 

April  22-24 

"Takin'  it  to  the 

Streets" Clinton 

Darrell  Guy 

Ramp  Construction 

May  13-15 

"Takin'  it  to  the 

Streets"  Pineville 

John  Butterfield 

Ramp  Construction 

Fall 

Dulac  Community 

Center 

Nancy  Wofford 

"Our  Kids  Mission’ 

Mississippi 

June  11-17 

Choctaw  UM 

Mission,  Philadelphia 

Joe  Freeland 

VBS/Construction/Repair 

New  Mexico 

July  22-29 

Casa  Esperanza, 
Albuquerque 

Joe  Connelly 

Construction/Repair 

September  10-17 

Casa  Esperanza, 
Albuquerque 

Clint  Kern 

Construction/Repair 

November  5-12 

Casa  Esperanza, 
Albuquerque 

Ken  Irby 

Construction/Repair 

Ohio 

May  22-27 

Triple  S  Camp 

Columbus,  OH 

Bill  McKee 

Construction/Repair 

2006  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 


Cuba 

November  Havana  Mark  Martin  Construction 

India 

Late  February  Bareilly,  Clara  Larry  Norman/Mark  Hanshaw  Medical 

Swain  Hospital 

Tonga  Nuku  'Alofa  Clay  McConnell 


See  Goals,  page  6 


Construction 
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them,  they  only  see  the  “Americans.” 

And  even  worse  ...  in  some  cases,  they 
don’t  see  God,  they  only  see  the 
“Americans.” 

The  VIM  program  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  is  trying  to  lead  the 
U.S.  mission  teams  to  assist  our  local 
Churches  by  “empowering  them,”  so 
they  can  do  their  ministries  in  an  even 
more  efficient  way.  We  need  to  be 
aware,  that  some  times  the  local  Church 
leaders  are  the  only  ones  that  can  tell  us 
how  to  assist  them.  LAVIM  has  always 
supported  our  leadership  in  missions. 
Every  team  tells  me,  “We  are  here  to 
serve,  wherever  you  need  us.”  What  a  big 
lesson  and  testimony  that  has  been  to 
my  life  and  to  the  Churches  of  the  San 
Pablo  District. 

In  the  last  four  years,  the  VIM  pro¬ 
gram  in  Mexico  has  been  able  to  develop 
a  VIM  structure  for  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico,  which  may  be  copied  for  the 
other  five  Conferences  in  Mexico. 

As  you  know,  I  am  the  VIM 
Coordinator  of  the  Eastern  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico, 
which  has  about  150  Churches  in  four 
different  states.  I  am  being  supported 


by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  (GBGM )  with  50%  of  my 
salary  as  a  Person  in  Mission.  The  other 
50  percent  comes  from  offerings  from  a 
couple  of  Churches  in  the  US  and  the 
Methodist  Border  Friendship 
Commission.  The  Eastern  Conference 
has  appointed  a  couple  of  people  to 
work  full-time  for  the  VIM  program, 
Pastor  Samantha  Ruiz  in  Rio  Bravo  and 
Raul  Flores  in  Monterrey.  We  also  have 
a  part-time  coordinator  in  Matamoros, 
Roberto  Gomez.  Some  pastors  are  also 
involved  in  coordinating  UMVIM  teams 
when  they  visit  us  in  other  cities. 

The  goals  of  the  VIM  program  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  are: 

To  set  up  a  structure  to  promote, 
receive,  and  work  with  mission  teams. 

To  assist  the  teams  to  work  on  the 
priorities  of  the  Eastern  Conference. 

To  adopt  and  adapt  the  UMVIM  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  Eastern  Conference. 

To  assist  and  support  social  programs 
of  the  Mexican  Church  through  out  our 
Conference. 

If  you  would  like  to  support  the  VIM 
program  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico,  please  contact  Rev.  Larry 
Norman  at  the  LAVIM  office. 


FROM  THE  DIRECTOR 


“It  is  a  strange  grace  whereby  a  par¬ 
ticular  group  of  individuals  decide  to 
make  this  pilgrimage,  at  this  time,  with 
these  people.  Beneath  our  several,  con¬ 
scious  agendas,  the  Spirit  is  moving: 
disrupting  integrating  sighing,  breath¬ 
ing.  The  outivard  journey  triggers  the 
possibility  of  an  inner  one.  The  soil  of 
our  lives  is  jostled  by  the  journeying  as 
we  are  freshly  permeable  to  the  sifting 
seeding  Spirit..." 

Those  words  grabbed  me  several 
years  ago  while  reading  Robert  Rains’ 

“A  Faithing  Oak-Meditations  from  the 
Mountain.”  Rains  spoke  of  the  many 
pilgrims  who  gather  at  Kirkridge 
Retreat  Center  for  its  various  programs 
each  year.  They  come  from  all  over 
and  the  Center’s  Pennsylvania  farm¬ 
houses  breathe  the  awesome  faith  sto¬ 
ries  of  those  who  experience  revitaliza¬ 
tion  and  renewal  during  their  time 
there. 

I  often  think  of  that  quotation  when 
I  watch  the  faces  of  those  being  trained 
as  team  leaders.  It  happens  as  well 
when  I  visit  in  team  meetings  with  who 
are  beginning  their  preparations  under 
the  guidance  of  those  team  leaders.  A 


process  of  transformation  begins,  “a 
strange  grace,”  that  is  only  a  kindling  of 
that  which  surely  follows.  Later,  its 
truth  is  heard  loudly  in  witness  of 
teams  as  they  return. 

These  are  the  stories  of  mission. 
Those  who  are  just  beginning  the  pil¬ 
grimage  concentrate  on  the  destina¬ 
tion  and  what  they  have  to  give  while 
there.  They  worry  about  supplies, 
packing,  safety,  money  and  numbers. 
But  those  who  have  been — they  speak 
of  the  mission  that  began  before  their 
names  were  called,  before  the  papers 
were  signed  and  the  tickets  purchased. 
They  realize  that  all  of  it  was  the  mis¬ 
sion,  the  first  knowledge  of  opportuni¬ 
ty,  the  preparation,  the  fears,  the  faces 
of  strangers  joining  the  team,  the  shar¬ 
ing  of  resources,  the  praying,  the  antic¬ 
ipation... 

“The  outward  journey  triggers  the 
possibility  of  an  inner  one.” 

God  calls  us  all  to  a  journey  of  revi¬ 
talization  and  renewal  in  our  spiritual 
lives. 

Read  on.  Your  journey  just  started. . . 

Larry  D.  Norman 

Director,  LAVIM 


Mission  to  Honduras 

Laura  Barron,  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gonzales,  was  inspired  to  write  the  poem  printed  here  after  a 
LAVIM  mission  to  Honduras.  Laura  is  pictured  with  some  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  she  served  on  the  mission. 

"The  Honduras  mission  was  my  first  international  effort.  When  I 
returned  home,  the  poem  was  in  my  head.  That  kind  of  thing  had 
never  happened  to  me  before.  I  just  knew  that  the  poem  needed  to 
be  written  down  and  shared,"  said  Barron,  who  plans  to  be  a  part  of 
a  LAVIM  team  headed  for  Guatemala  in  the  summer  of  2005. 


What  Do  They  See  When  They  Look  At  Me? 

When  I  look  at  them  I  see  questions  -  Why  are  you  here? 

Is  it  for  your  glory  or  is  your  will  to  do  God's  work  sincere? 

Am  I  a  faceless  person  from  any  country  with  any  name? 

Do  you  care  what  makes  me  laugh,  makes  me  cry,  brings  me  joy  or  causes  me  pain? 

Is  it  about  you  or  do  you  care  about  me? 

And  then  I  wonder  what  do  they  see  when  they  look  at  me 

When  I  look  at  the  children  I  see  Jesus  smile  from  above. 

1  see  joy,  laughter  and  unconditional  love. 

All  they  seem  to  want  is  to  play,  a  warm  smile  and  occasional  hug. 

I  would  sit  and  watch  them  dance  around  with  glee. 

And  still  I  wonder  what  do  they  see  when  they  look  at  me. 

I  see  these  people  who  have  so  little  to  their  name 
And  suddenly  I  feel  very  ashamed 
God  has  given  me  much  still  I  want  more 
And  through  it  all  l  kept  me  at  the  core 
Whether  times  were  good  or  bad,  I  never  trusted  God  with  complete  control 
So  I  find  in  the  impoverished  people  the  window  to  my  own  soul 

I  have  much  to  atone  for  and  relationships  to  mend 
I  now  trust  God  to  guide  me  through  whatever  comes  around  the  bend 
but  still  I  wonder  did  my  caring  and  compassion  show 
Or  was  I  just  another  in  a  long  line  of  Gringos  ? 

But  I’ve  come  to  the  conclusion  the  only  real  question  seems  to  be 
What  does  God  see  when  he  looks  at  me  ? 

Laura  Barron,  2004 
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of  United  Methodism,  believing  it  will 
somehow  diminish  their  strength.” 

The  seasoned  LAVIM  volunteer  fur¬ 
ther  explained  that  the  economic  cli¬ 
mate  is  challenging  because  most  busi¬ 
nesses  have  never  been  in  a  free  market 
system  until  recent  years. 

“This  reality  often  impacts  the  speed 
and  quality  of  work  when  it  comes  to 
construction." 

A  pressing  concern  regarding  the 
Louisiana  Conference’s  relationship  with 
Ekaterinburg  UMC  is  to  grow  toward 
and  develop  a  self-sustaining  posture  for 
the  church.  “Ultimately,  we  want  the 
church  to  be  self  -supporting.  However, 
expenses  continue  to  be  significant.  The 
utilities  alone  are  $3,000  per  quarter.  The 
church  spends  close  to  $350  a  month 
buying  food  for  the  elderly.  There  are 
salaries  for  church  employees  that  must 
be  paid.  As  the  church  budget  grows,  we 
are  faced  with  the  fact  that  there  are  no 
real  financial  resources,”  said  Gillespie. 

That  is  why  financial  support  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  is  critical. 

“The  people  of  our  state  have  been  very 
supportive.  First  UMC  in  Natchitoches 
have  assumed  the  associate  pastor’s 
salary.  Financial  commitments  have 
been  made  by  Horseshoe  UMC  in 
Alexandria,  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette, 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  and  in 
Shreveport,  and  by  Noel  UMC  in 
Shreveport.  These  supportive  partner¬ 
ships  are  critical,”  he  added. 

Gillespie  will  lead  another  LAVIM 
mission  to  Ekaterinburg  from  June  14-15 
in  2005.  “We  plan  to  hold  Vacation  Bible 
School  once  again,  led  by  Nancy  Coghill 
from  Asbury  UMC.  In  addition  to  five 
days  of  VBS,  we  will  need  a  group  of  vol¬ 
unteers  to  help  with  church  mainte¬ 
nance.  There  are  cracks  in  the  wall  and 
the  roof  is  leaking.  We  would  like  to  take 
a  group  of  about  15  volunteers,”  said 
Gillespie. 

In  late  spring  or  early  summer  of  next 
year,  David  Conner  plans  to  lead  a 
LAVIM  mission  to  Good  News  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Moscow.  “Their  sit¬ 


uation  is  vastly  different  from  that  of 
Ekaterinburg  UMC.  The  church  was 
established  in  1999,  and  in  the  years 
since  that,  the  church  location  has  been 
physically  moved  seven  times.  Each  time 
that  Rev.  Nina  Smirnova  finds  a  new 
place  and  begins  to  gather  popularity  in 
the  community,  the  orthodox  church 
makes  trouble  for  her  and  the  church  is 
forced  to  move  to  another  location,”  said 
Conner. 

Naturally,  this  makes  it  difficult  for 
Smirnova  to  keep  the  congregation 
together.  “Our  goals  for  the  mission  are 
different  than  repairing  a  structure  or 
offering  Vacation  Bible  School.  We  work 
at  obtaining  meetings  for  Nina  with  the 
local  and  federal  officials.  Connections 
made  with  a  regional  official  on  our  last 
trip  helped  Nina,  who  is  a  world  class 
opera  singer,  establish  a  series  of  public 
concerts  which  brought  attention  to  her 
and  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Moscow.  We  hope  to  arrange  more 
meetings  with  government  officials  and 
with  the  leaders  of  the  orthodox 
church,”  said  Conner. 

The  group  also  hopes  to  provide 
some  outreach  services  to  the  poor  of 
the  area.  “The  orthodox  church  tends  to 
ignore  the  needs  of  the  poor,  focusing 
their  attention  on  the  more  influential 
citizens.  We’ll  probably  do  some  work 
with  the  orphanage,  along  with  some 
other  projects,”  he  added. 

Conner  added  that  one  of  the  greatest 
benefits  of  a  LAVIM  team’s  presence  in 
Moscow  is  to  cause  the  orthodox  church 
to  “back  off”  and  give  Good  News  UMC 
a  little  breathing  room. 

“By  our  presence,  we  affirm  that 
Nina’s  ministry  is  backed  by  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  help  to  reinforce 
their  identity,  stressing  that  we  are  a 
valid  denomination  and  not  just  a  sect.” 

For  more  information  on  the  mission 
to  Ekaterinburg  in  June,  contact  James 
Gillespie  at  (318)  865-3576. 

Contact  David  Conner  for  more  news 
on  the  mission  to  Moscow  by  calling 
(337)  478-0580. 


y 

s  /, 

9 

■ _ 

ft  'Wf 

i  m _ 

Members  gather  for  worship  at  Ekaterinburg  United  Methodist  Church  in  Russia. 


Individual  volunteer  Diane  Wilkinson,  above  at  right,  attends  a  training/orientation  ses¬ 
sion  in  New  York  City  in  preparation  for  her  mission  to  South  Africa  Jan.-March  2005. 


Individual  volunteers  serve  two  months  or  more 


Several  United  Methodists  from 
Louisiana  are  participating  in  the 
Individual  Volunteer  Program  sponsored 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministry. 

This  special  initiative  is  for  individu¬ 
als  or  married  couples  who  would  like  to 
spend  two  months  or  longer  in  mission 
service.  These  volunteers  must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  pay  for  their  own  insurance,  travel 
and  living  expenses,  or  raise  funds  to  do 
so. 

GBGM  consultants  assist  by  carefully 
matching  the  volunteer’s  skills  and  inter¬ 
est  to  places  of  great  need.  The  consult¬ 
ants  also  provide  orientation  and  a 
training  weekend  to  help  participants 
prepare  for  cross-cultural  living. 

The  program  also  provides  a  physi¬ 
cian  who  can  be  contacted  by  phone  or 
email  about  health-related  issues. 
Volunteers  can  take  advantage  of  a  net¬ 
work  of  national  and  international 
church  leaders,  missionaries  and  other 
volunteers  for  the  sharing  of  experi¬ 
ences,  ideas  and  questions. 

Alice  and  Rock  Rothrock  make  Dulac, 
La.  their  home.  Alice  is  director  of  the 
Dulac  Community  Center  and  Rock  is  a 
volunteer  assistant.  The  Rothrocks  came 
to  Dulac  back  in  1992  after  Hurricane 
Andrew  devastated  the  area.  “We  spent 
two  and  a  half  days  volunteering  with 
recovery  efforts,  and  felt  called  to  come 
back  for  a  longer  stay,”  said  Alice. 

They  returned  as  members  of  the 
Individual  Volunteer  Program.  Their 
service  was  so  appreciated  that  Alice 
was  invited  to  accept  the  position  of 
director  of  the  community  center.  “Both 
Rock  and  I  had  retired  from  our  careers. 
We  were  looking  for  ways  to  help  others, 
and  became  very  close  to  the  people  of 
Dulac  while  serving  as  Individual 
Volunteers,”  she  said.  “We  both  like 
being  busy,  and  we  aren’t  touristy  types. 
Serving  as  a  volunteer  at  Dulac  has  been 
so  satisfying,  and  I  never  would  have 
imagined  that  it  would  grow  into  my 
current  position.” 


When  asked  if  she  would  recommend 
the  Individual  Volunteer  Program  Alice 
enthusiastically  said,  “It’s  as  though  I 
never  lived  before! 

Other  Individual  Volunteers  in  the 
state  include  Charles  and  Nelda  Thomas 
of  Ridgecrest,  La.,  who  volunteered  in 
Liberia  in  October,  and  Dianne 
Wilkinson  of  Ruston,  who  plans  to  vol¬ 
unteer  in  South  Africa  from  January  to 
March  of  2005. 

Walt  and  Betty  Whitehurst  of  Virginia 
Beach,  Va.  will  serve  as  consultants  for 
Individual  Volunteers  through  Dec.  31  of 
this  year.  “This  unique  program  offers 
the  opportunity  for  people  to  become 
involved  in  mission  service,  yet  remain 
flexible.  Participants  can  offer  two 
months  of  their  time  or  six  months  of 
their  time.  Since  there  are  no  rigid  terms 
of  service,  for  some  it’s  a  trial  run  to  see 
if  indeed  this  is  where  the  Lord  is  calling 
them.  It’s  also  wonderful  way  to  experi¬ 
ence  another  culture,  and  offers  great 
opportunities  for  spiritual  growth,”  said 
Walt. 

The  Whitehursts  are  being  replaced 
by  Gregory  Forrestor  as  of  Jan.  1,  2005. 
He  can  be  reached  at  32  N.  Church  St., 
Cortland,  NY  13045,  or  by  phoning  (607) 
756-7799,  or  emailing 
umvimnej@twcny.rr.com. 

For  those  interested  in  finding  out 
more  about  the  program,  go  online  and 
visit  http:/ /individualvolunteers.info 
and  select  “Prospective  Individual 
Volunteers.”  There,  hopefuls  will  find  a 
list  of  places  requesting  volunteers  and  a 
short  List  of  high-priority  requests. 

Attend  one  of  three  orientation/ train¬ 
ing  events  that  will  be  held  in  2005.  The 
first  is  Feb  18-20  at  New  Day  Centers  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Application  and  medical  forms  can 
be  found  on  the  website  and  instruc¬ 
tions  for  follow  through  given.  The 
UMVIM  coordinator  for  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  will  conduct  an  interview 
once  application  is  made. 
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TAKIN’  IT  TO  THE  STREETS  SPRING  2005  Registration 

Send  registration  and  fees  to: 

May  13-15,  2005  OR  April  22-24,  2005 

Pineville  FUMC  -  Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  Clinton  FUMC  -  Takin’  It  to  the  Streets 

2550  Monroe  Highway,  Pineville,  LA  71360  PO  Box  148,  Clinton,  LA  70722 

INDIVIDUAL:  Name _ Church _ 

Address  _ _ City/Zip _ 

Phone  (  ) _ E-mail _ 

District _ Pastor’s  Signature _ 

OR  CHURCH  TEAM _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ City/Zip _ 

Team  Leader _ _ Home  Phone  (  ) _ 

Pastor’s  Signature _ _ _ _ _ 

Number  of  Volunteers  being  Registered _ (PLEASE  INCLUDE  ALL  NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES 

WITH  REGISTRATION!) 

_ Please  send  hotel/motel  information. 

(Complete  names,  addresses,  phone  numbers  of  all  registering  must  accompany  this  form  on  a  separate 
page.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  for  insurance  coverage!  Mail  forms  and  fees  to  the  addresses  above.  Make 
checks  payable  to  FUMC  Pineville  -  Takin’  It  to  the  Streets  or  FUMC  Clinton  —  Takin  It  to  the  Streets.) 


